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Uelcome once again to Dnagon, 
7hi/2 i/2/2ue /2eem/2 to have tunned into a /2ont 

ot Liognaphical edition with anticle/2 on Henge/2t, 
Cendic and Vontigenn, Hene wene ihnee chanacten/2 
one Saxon (Juti/2h,to Re exact),one Celtic and 
one no one /2eem/2 to le /2une ot,the latten Reing 
Cendic. Al/20,in Review,we look tonwand to the 
pullication ot O/2pney 1 /2 "Anthun and the Anglo­
Saxon Uan/2". 

let me tin/2t Regin Ry commenting on thi/2 
yean'/2 Dnagon-Aoot. Howeven,to Re mone exact 
the lack ot a Aoot; It had Reen /2ugge/2ted that 
thi/2 yean'/2 getogethen would le held in con­
junction with Pendnagon,at tJinche/2ten. No one 
tunned up tnom Dnagon except my/2elt. lo put it 
mildly I wa/2 veny emRanna/2/2ed. Pendnagon dnew 
togethen alout thinty memlen/2, 

I had alneady made annagement/2 to go and ton 
dig/2 ly the time I neali/2ed no one wa/2 cbming,/20 
I decided to go a/2 a memlen ot Pendnagon. &e all 
gathened at cate in town to have a chat and plan 
the day. It wa/2 veny nice to Regin to put name/2 
to the tace/2 ot people. Anound midday we /2plit 
up and tolk vi/2ited vaniou/2 place/2 - the Cathe­
dnal,mu/2eum/2 and,ot coun/2e,the 9nedt Hall with 
the tamou/2 Round 7aRle. 

7hat evening mone memRen/2 gathened at a hall 
hined /2pecially Jon the meeting, Kate Polland, 
/2ecnetany ot the Pendnagon Society,who ongani/2ed 
the whole event,pnepaned tood and dnink/2. It wa/2 
not long Retone lot/2 ot dlt/enent conven/2ation/2 
and di/2cu/2/2ion/2 ~ianted. I wa/2 intnoduced Ry 
Chni/2 Lovegnove,editon ot the Pendnagon magazine, 
to the editon ot lanth 9iant. 7hene wa/2 wine and · 
vaniou/2 eat/2,including /2au/2age noll/2,pizza and 
chee/2e, I enjoyed the evening veny much. 

7he next day a numRen ot memlen/2 met to go 
on an expedition to St. Cathenine'/2 Hill Aaze,a 
couple ot mile/2 out/2ide ot &inche/2ten, 7he weathen 
/2tayed tine,de/2pite a veny wet night,and a good 
time wa/2 had Ry all. A/ten the expedition we 
went lack into the city ton lunch. All in all I 

had a veny plea/2ant time and mu/2t openly give my 
appneciation and thank/2 to Kate ton an excellent 
two day/2, 

Howeven,l am mo/2t di/2appoinied that not one 
memRen ot Dnagon iunned up. I would like to give 
my ihank/2 to memlen/2 who did wnite and tell me 
they wouldn't le alle io come. lintontunaiely,a 
good pnopontion did not loihen to let me know. 
It memlen/2 do not want ihe/2e meeting/2 then that 
i/2 okay, Aayle mo/2t ot you ju/2t pneten to get 
and nead Dnagon. Hevenihele/2/2,l would look to a 
gneaten panticipaiion in the tuiune. I would le 
gnatetul it memlen/2 (I am,ot coun/2e,hene /2peaking 
io memlen/2 in Bnitain) lei me know it they want . 
the Aooi/2 on not. And it you /2till do plea/2e 
give me /2ome idea when i/2 the le/2i time ton /2uch 
gaihening/2, 

I would like to make 1985 a /2pecial yean ton 
Dnagon. 7he next i/2/2ue,which I hope will le the 
Chni/2ima/2 ediiion,will Re numlen twelve and the 
tinal one in tin/2i f volume. NumRen ihinieen,coming 
out in the new yean,will then le Vol.2 No.I. I 
thenetone intend to make a numten ot change/2, 
7hene will le a cand coven and numlened page/2, 
Al/20 thene may Re /2ome change/2 in poticy. 

In ihe next i/2/2ue I will le announcing a 
pnojeci which I hope the majoniiy ot you will 
take pant. 7hen will al/20 le two /2pecial inten­
view/2: the tin/21 wiih authone/2/2 Ro/2emany Sutclit 
and the /2econd with 7im Sinickland ot Che/2ten 
Au/2eum. 

Having complained alout the lack ot attend­
ance ai the Dnagon-Aoot I have anoihen,and in 
/2omeway/2 mone impontant,complaini. I am now 
/2ianting to nun out ot aniicle/2, 7hene i/2 at 
pne/2eni enough to do anothen two magazine/2 lui 
unle/2/2 thene i/2 mone coninilution/2 Dnagon will 
tend to gel /2mallen. 7he /2ame i/2 t~ue ot ~etien/2 
ton Sc~oll/2, I am /2onny to hanp on alout ihi/2 in 
each i/2/2ue lui ihi/2 i/2 youn magazine and ii i/2 
you with yo~n anticle/2,etc.,ihat keep/2 D~agon 
alive and tlouni/2hing. 

I . hope that in the tutune I can count on you~ 
/2upponi. Let U/2 tny and make the next yean /20me­
thing /2pecial. I have alneady made a /2tep /onwand 
with /2ulmitting Dnagon ton an lnte~national Stan-



dand Senial Numien,giving Dnagoft an ain ot ne/2-
peciililiiy. I al/20 hope ihai inaugunaiion 
ot ihe pnojeci mentioned alove will pnoduce /2ome 
w9nihwhile ne/2uli/2. Bui impnovemeni/2 in Dnagon 
mu/21 le lacked ly ijOli,/20 I am looking ton a 
gneaien coopenaiion in ihe advancement ot oun 
liiile magazine. 

I hope you will unden/2iand ihe handline I am 
taking. Dnagon,I am /2une,can Re impnoved and I 
look io each ot you io help. 7he~etone,I look 
tonwand io heaning tnom you,wiih youn commeni/2, 
leiien/2 and aniicle/2. Now plea/2e nead on: 

HENGEST 
by STEVE POLLINGTON 

The story of Hengest is scattered throughout 
extant Old English literature,but fortunately 
enough reoains to enable it to be reconstructed 
(tentatively!). 

Bede refers to one Hengest as leader of~ 
band of Jutes who settled in Kent at the behest 
of Vortigern; less well known is the referance in 
"Beowulf" to Hengest as an apparently i □portant 
r:1e1:iber of a group of II DENE" or Danes who spent 
the winter in Frisia as guests of the Frisian 
King,Finn. This in turn seems to be connected to 

_ the so-called "Fight at Finnesburhl' ,a fragment of 
Anglo-Saxon _poe~ry which was copied out circa 
1700,and original subsequently lost. There are, 
however,enough points of similarity for us to be 
reasonably convident that "Beowulf" and "Fines­
burh" allude to the same events (though not 
necessarily the same version or re-telling of 
these events). 

Briefly,it seems that a party of DENE under 
thei~ king HNAEF are invited to spend the winter 
with his sister HILDEBURH,wife of FINN King of 
the Frisians. With HNAEF are a number of "WRECCA"s 
or adventurers who have settled at HNAEF's court, 
a 1 a r g e number of whom are II E OT EN II s , i. e . Jutes . 
Unhappily,there are Jutes who have settled with 
FINN and fighting breaks out (with th~ Danes 

attacked in their lodgings) apparently over some 
ancient Jutish feud. FINN's own men become in­
volved and many fall on either side,including 
HNAEF. To bripg the feud td a close,FINN arranges 
a truce wi~h the Danes by which they are be un~ 
mblested in their seperate quarters and no Jute 
or Frisian is to bring up the subject. Clearly, 
although a common-sense solution to a difficult 
situation,(the winter has frozen the sea~ and 
made return to Denmark impossible) this runs 
completely counter to the Germaniy notion of 
loyalty which calls for the Danes to ~ttack and 
destroy FINN,or die in the attempt. 

Hengest,although not a Dane,is regarded as 
the leader after HNASF's death and is egged on 
by his men to conceive of a plan by which they may­
avenge HNAEF. Apparently,when spring came,the 
Danes returned home and Hen~est stayed with FINN. 
However,the Danes came back with re-inforcernents 
and sacked the fortress of FINN - maybe Hengest 
was able to betray the Frisians - and carried off 
HILDEBURH back to Denmark. 

Exactly what happen to Hengest now we cannot 
know but he obviously couldn't stay in Frisia,and 
with a true memb e r of IINA:SF's family on the scene 
he had small claim to remain leader of the Danes 
(which was probably only his defacto position 
while the voyagers were beseiged in the guest­
hall). Next,he probably collected together his 
warband ("HEAP") and any others he could persuade 
to follow him and set off in search of a better 
future. 

When Bede mentions him,he is in company with 
his brother BORSA in Kent,as head of a band of 
mercenaries,in 453 A.D. The 11 FRESWAEL 11 ,as the 
fight is known,probably took place circa A.D. 452; 
Hengest was presumably born circa 425,making him 
more than JO upon his arrival in Kent. His brother 
was killed (according to Bede) in battle soon 
after hostilities with the Britons began. Hengest 
is last mentioned as fighting the "WALAS" in 473, 
and his son succeeded to the kingdom in 488 (wh~ch 
suggests Hengest's death was not violent),when 
he would have been about 60-65,although he may 
have died some time before power was passed on 
to his successor. 



In Be d e 's work, Hen ges t' s son i s call e d AESC 
( 11 a sh 11 ),but it has be e n su gges t ed that,in f a ct, 
t he n ame s Hen gest and Hor sa a r e nick n ames meaning 
" s tallion" and "hor s e" a nd th e broth e r s wer e real­
l y called DISC and EBIS SA (both n a me s of unkn own 
meanin g ) sinc e later kin g s of Kent a r e ca ll e d 
OI SI NGAS (p e opl e of Di s c) a lthou gh i t may b e a 
variant of AESI NGAS (p e ople o f Aes c) if Hen ge s t's 
s on wa s the founder of the dynasty. 
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It has be e n doubt e d tha t th e Hen ges t of Beo ­
wulf is the same person as th e He n g est of Be de's 
work. Ho wever,since Hengest is a n o th e r wis e un­
known personal name and th e chr onolo gy links the 
t wo refer ences n e atly (thou gh this should not b e 
a llowe d to clin~h the matt er),it s e e ms t o me 
entir ely r e asonable tha t we hav e r e f e r enc es t o 
on e man only ,and that a pi e c e of valuabl e histor-

ica l t r a diti on has b een dr e dged up fr o m th e d ep t hs 
of oblivion. 

A fuller tr ea tm ent of th e subje ct of Hengeit, 
th e FRESWAEL and th e background to the document­
ary evid ence will b e found in "Finn and Hengest: 
th e fragm en t and the epi s ode 11 by J.R.R. Tolkien 
edited by A.J. Blis s . 

VORTIGERN 
Traitor or Patriot 

by PAT LITTON-HAVILL: 

Those who see the years of Roman rule in Britain as per­
haps the only time when this country has merited the word 
'civilised' would have us believe that the end of the Roman 
Empire came suddenly,leaving Britain in a state of turmoil 
and truly worthy of the name Dark Ages,helped in no small 
way by an arch-traitor named Vortigern,the enemy of all 
things Roman,and guilty of all the things written of him by 
saints and historians. But were both Vortigern and the Brit­
ish he tried to rule as completely devoid of hope as some 
writers would have us believe? 

Over wide areas,the last of the urban and villa people 
remained in control,albeit through a rather shaky version 
of the administration system,and stayed in touch with the 
Mediterranean. They spoke Latin and were mostly Christain. 
On the other hand,the native peasants spoke the old Celtic 
British language and were still largely pagan. The end of 
Roman rule probably meant little more to them than ~the 
stopping of compulsory grain exports and the constant 
benefits of better eating and more land under cultivation. 

Particularly in Wales and other higher and wilder 
areas tribalism was fast returning (it may never have left 
completely),and usual re gional despots who invariably grab 
the first opportunity,were be ginning to entrench themselves. 
They based their claims on being legitimate successors of 
Rome, - a claim probably arising from Stilicho's frontier 
policy . 

As the Roman influence waned,so the old Celtic culture 
revived further. Cra ftsmen were again making delicately embell­
ished bowls and designs in linear tracery,perhaps with less 
flair and assurance of the old work,but it was nevertheless 



a start. The old religion also seems to have acquired a brief 
vigour - £or instance Vortigern's magicians may have been 
descendants of the Druids,not all of whom would have been ex­
terminated on Anglesey. 

By the time of the rise of Vortigern the trend away 
from Rome seems to have reached a point where it would not 
be absurd to speak of Celtic nationalism. The failure of the 
last appeal £or Imperial help led even more discrediting of 
~he Romanised element in Britain and substantially aided 
Vortigern in his nationalistic stand. 

So who was this man who could begin his career as a 
nationalist and end it being hated by both Rome and his own 
countrymen? Even if we take the name Vortigern as being a 
title rather that a personal name,it is still Celtic,not 
Latin. His pedigree seems to be very mixed,as his ancestors 
are believed to be from the Glocester area,were Romanised 
and probably Christian. His great-grandf~ther seems to have 
been called 'Glovi' (a native of Gloucester) with epithet 
Gwalltir (Long hair),a term ~sed £or German auxilaries was 
named Vitalinui,his father Vitalis,both Roman names. 

The Roman army in Britian in 342-367 AD were shattered 
by the events of this time (Pict and Scot raids,babarian 
raids,civil war,etc.) and Vatalis gave his son a Celtic name. 
Things Roman evidently no longer had the appeal which peace 
and prosperity had given them. Nor is Vitalis's choice of a 
~on-Roman name £or his son a unique example,for instance,the 
Strathclyde Britons had been ruled by Clemens,then Quintil­
ius,yet c.360 the infant heir was Cynloyp. The pro-Roman 
Votadini by Tacitus,Paternus and Aeternus,but c.370 the new 
born heir was Cunedda. 

Vortigern (with one exception) gave his children Celtic 
names. The odd one out was his third son,Pascentus,born c. 
400,the time of Stilicho's restoration of Roman power in 
Britain,and a good time £or a close relationship of Magnus 
Maximus to demonstrate his Romanitas. 

At the height of his power no-one but Vortigern held 
sway over such a large area of Britain,but in both gaining 
and holding his territory he was something more than a mili­
tary chieftain. His sons were warriors,but £or Vortiger~ the 
Roman office of Vicarius is more likely. A Romano-Briton 
appointed to be vicarius by the Romans would be able to exert 
his authority as Vortigern did. 

A £lash of economic recovery gave him confidence,but 
even so his resources were not equal to the combined on­
slaught of Pict and Saxon,and nationalist though he was,he 
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was not above reverting to old imperial policy when the need 
arose. The tragedy was that Vortigern lacked the Empire's 
treasury and a dispute arose over payment in kind. 

When dealing with the last events of his'reign' it must 
be remembered that by the time of the revolt of the Saxons • 
in Thanet he was an old man of 65-70 years,and when Ambrosius 
and Vortimer were active,he was no more than a figurehead. 

Although he was gone down in history as an evil,lecher­
ous villain, it could be argued ti1at this was a man who did 
his duty as he saw it,but who in the end was crushed by 
circumstances which he wrongly though he could control. 

Rev1eur 
THE SECRET TRADITION IN ARTHURIAN LEGEND: Gareth Knight. 
Aquarian Press,1983. 

In the long history of Arthurian literature there 
have been many theories: some good,some bad,others 
simply lunatic; and there have been some which have 
changed the way we look at mythos £or all time. Such a 
on~,in my opinion,is that put forward by Gareth Knight in 
The Secret Tradition in Arthurian Legend. To those whose 
approach is a - purely liter?ry one,.or who believe implicitly 
in the historical Arthur,it may come as something of a 
shock to learn that there is a symbolic reality behind the 
legends that is neither historical or literary. Arthur is, 
quite simply,the soul of Britain (or "Logres" as its 
hidden self is called) and his knights,his queen,and their 
court are all aspects of an inner reality with which the 
science of psycholo3y is familar - though often mistaken 
about. Logres,then,is an inner realm,and Camelot a spirit­
ual place just as Sarras in the Grail story; the queen and 
her ladies represent the feminine mysteries; Merlin and 
the Fairy Women are the guides and shapers of Arthur's 
realm. Then there are the "Greater Mysteries of the Grail" 
which stand at the heart of the Arthurian tradition. 

What makes Gareth Knight's book - to my mind - so 
important is that we have tended to forget this spiritual 
inner magical dimension of Arthur £or too long: to our own 
loss and that of all who love the stories £or the way they 
can change us; those who read the stories in our youth and 



became knichts in quest of the miraculous - hut,~re we 
still,or have we abandoned our old ideals for other aims? 

Gareth Knight puts all this back where it should 
always have , remained - centre-stage,larger than life in 
the true sense of the phrase. For tho~e who know only a 
one dimensional Arthur it can add a great deal to their 
appreciation of the stories. To those who have left the 
Quest it may well bring them back to it with renewed 
vigour. For the rest,I can only suggest you read it - you 
may never be the same again! 

c. John Matthews . . 1984 

This ~dition's Review section contains two 
Osprey books both written by David Nicolle and 
illustrated by Angus McBride. 

THE AGE OF CHARLEMAGNE Warfare in Western Europe 
750-1000 AD. Text by David Nicolle Ph.D. Colour 
plates by Angus McBride. Osprey Men-at-Arms 
Series No.150 1984 £J.95 in U.K. only. 

This beautifully illustrated book contains 
masses of useful material about arms and armour 
in the second half of the Dark Ages in Europe. 
Two illustrations are of particular interest. In 
plate Bis depicted an Armorican cavalryman. He 
wears a long coat of mail,a late Roman helmet 
(or at least part of one) and carries a shield 
and javelin. His horse is clo~hed Roman cliban­
arius style horse armour. 

The other picture is plate with with a Saxon 
infantry levy. He is without armour of any kind 
but wears a sword and seax and carries a long bow. 

Overall this is an excellent book with great 
illustrations and a fascinating text. A must for 
those interested in the European side of the 
period. 

ARTHUR AND THE ANGLO-SAXON WARS Anglo-Celtic 
Warfare,AD ,410-1066. Text by David Nicolle Ph.D. 
Colour plates by Angus McBride. Osprey Men-at­
Arms Series No. 154 due to be published November 
1984 £3.95 in U.K. only. 

It is here at last and it is worth waiting 
for! Osprey have kindly sent me a review copy of 

this book and I certainly advise you to go round 
to your nearest bookshop and order it. 

David Nicolle looks at various aspects of 
the Dark Ages ran ging from "The End of Britannia" 
to "An glo-Scandanavian England" not for geting the 
Welsh,the Pict~ and the Scots and Irish. He covers 
this most difficult period in a masterly fashion 
for such a limited space with only a few mistakes. 
While dealing with what he calls the "Sub-Roman" 
period he makes a most interesting point. In 
comparing Britain to Europe we find that the 
places easily conquered by the Germanic invaders 
later became absorbed into the Latin or Latinised 
Celtic population. While in Brit~in where th~ 
Romano-Celts put up a forc eful d ifence it was the 
Germanic tribes that took over the country. A 
fascinating "what-if?" h e r e. 
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Moving to An gus McBrides illustrations -
what can you say but excellent. His depiction of 
the various peoples of this period is thoroughly 
pleasing. I find it difficult to fault though I 



do not completely agree with the overall colour­
ing of the Romano-British of plate C. Many folk 
believe the Celts to be like many Welsh people -
small and dark - yet early Welsh poetry many 
times draws attention to the pale skins and fair 
hair. Nevertheless,I am sure that they were a 
mixed bag by the time the Saxons came i in ·any 
number. 

There is no doubting that every serious fan 
of this period should have ·a copy of this ~ery 
satisfying book. (No I haven't got shares in 
Osprey!) I think it has a bit for ~very?ne and 
not only does it answer many questions out also 
poses quite a few more. For me this is the book 
of the year. 

Finally,in Review,I wonder what will has been 
your book of 1984. Will Geoffrey Ashe's "The Dis­
covery of Arthur" be the most important book of 
1985. We will have to wait and see. If you have 
any reviews of books,films or whatever please 
let me have them. (By the way,just a note the 
reviews are normally done by himself unless 
otherwise stated.) 

CERDIC 
The Forgotten King 

by ROBERT TAYLOR 

There are some figures in history who seemed 
t6 have been ignored or dismissed as if by common 
consent. It is as thbugh a convention of histor­
ians had at some point decided that history would 
be neater without these characters. Over the last 
twenty or thirty years the figure of Arthur has 
slowly begun to emerge from the ~Dark Ages",but 
others remain in the murk,cloaked in mystery. 

Let us leave Arthur and have a look at one of 
those neglected figures,namely Cerdic. According 
to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle,Cerdic and Cynric 
(his son) landed at Southampton Water in 495 A.D. 
I was once argued that this founder of Wessex 
was a purely mythical character because the 
nucleus of West Saxon settlement at this time 

seems to have been based on the Upper Thames 
Valley. However finds of early Saxon burials have 
been made near Southampton Water and Winchester 
which seem to back up the advances attributed to 
Cerdic by the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. 

So far so good,archaeology agrees with the 
Chronicle. Or does it? The "Dark Ages" are not 
only dark but also misleading. The eminent 
archaeologist E.T.Leeds found that objects dis­
covered in Anglo-Saxon cemeteries in the Thames 
Valley,especially at Abingdon and Dorchester 
indicated the presence of settlers there in the 
early part of the fifth century. Is the Chronicle 
wrong then? Why does it not mention these earlier 
settlers. The answer may be that these people 
were living passively under the control of the 
Romano-British or that they were prepared to 
fight on their behalf. 

Back now to 495. If Cerdic landed with his 
son,and the Chronicle specifically mentions 
Cynric,then we may assume that the boy was 
considered to be a warrior,i.e. more than twelve 
years of age. Cerdic himself would probably have 
been between 25 and 40 years old at the time. In 
534 (according to the Chronicle) Cerdic died; 
probably between the ages of 65 and 80. If he had 
been 80 when he died it follows that he would 
have been born in 455 or thereabouts. In that 
particular year the Saxons under Hengist and Horsa 
fought the British under Vortigern. Geoffrey of 
Uonmouth,repeating old legends,describes a new 
treaty after this battle (Aylesford) and the 
marriage of V~rtigern to Hengest's daughter. If 
there had been a child of this union he would 
have been 79 years old in 534. Why then did he 
not succeed his father? The answer may be that 
"Vortigern" wad a title rather than a personal 
name. Some authorities suggest that it meant 
"tyrant" or "ove~lord",rather in the manner of 
the Gallic "Arviragus" and as such was an appoint­
ed position rather than hereditary. 

Vortigern disappears from the scene during 
the 460 1 s when Ambrosius Aurelianus comes to 
prominence,most probably he died about this time. 
Now,the son of a Celtic warlord and a Saxon 
princess would have found little favour with 



Ambrosius and his pro-Roman party,so the young 
Cerdic would probably have returned with his 
mother to her people. At any rate he disappears 
until 495. Did he reappear in British territory 
intent on claiming a crown he saw as his by 
right? 

To recap then,so far we have a fanciful theory 
and some juggling with dates,nothing more. However, 
there are one or two other clues to be found. To 
begin with,"Cerdic" is a Celtic name,as are many 
personal names of the Wessex royal family. In 
Wales near the abbey of Valle Crucis there stands 
a pillar (once part of a cross) put up by the 
royal family of Powys in honour of king Eliseg or 
Eliset. The inscription shows that Eliseg traced 
his descent from . a son of Vortigern by Sevira, 
daughter of Magnus Maximus. Geoffrey of Monmouth 
tells a story ·implying that Sevira inherited 
rights in the Powys a~ea from her mother,Maximus' 
British wife. Geoffrey gives the title as "Dux 
Gewissi" and it was apparently transmitted to 
Vortigern. 

GEWIS 
I 

ESLA 
I 

ELESA 
I 

CERDIC 

and the:Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle says 
GEWIS was the son of 

WODEN 
I 

BAELDAEG 
I 

BRAND 
I 

FREOTHOGAR 
I 

FREAWINE 
I 

WIG 

Bede refers to the West Saxons as the "Gewis- ­
si" or "Gewissae"* and in Cerdic 1 s pedigree his 
father is named as Elesa which could well be a 
corruption of Eliseg. Remembering that Vortigern 
was most probably a title and not a proper name, 
could Cerdic 1 s father's personal name have been 
Eliseg/Elesa after whom the king on the Valle 
Crucis pillar was named? 

Finally,and as a parting shot,is it to fan~­
astic to suggest that the story of Cerdic gave 
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rise to the legend of Mordred? That perhaps it 
was not Arthur's disinherited son who returned to 
claim a kingdom but Vortigern's .... 

*Some authorities translate this as meaning 
"confederates" - at least in : this context. This 
could indicate that the early West Saxons were of 
mixed British/Saxon blood. 

(Edito~'/2 note: In all tai~ne/2/2 ii mu/2t le point­
ed out that thi/2 theo~y wa/2 al/20 po/2iulated ly 
yeott~ey A/2he,he who leave/2- no /2tone uniu~ned,on 
page/2 275-6 ot hi/2 look r~om Cae/2a~ io A~thun, 
Collin/2,1960. I would al/20 like to add that I 
have nead ot the p0/2/2ilility that Cendic'/2 tathen 
appean/2 in Bede'/2 Hi/2to~y oL the [nqli/2h Chu~ch 
and People unde~ the name Elatiu/2 which i/2 nemank­
alily /2imila~ to Ele/2a, 7hi/2 event took place 
a~ound 446 and all we know ot Elatiu/2 i/2 that he 
had a /2on "in the tlowe~ ot hi/2 youth". Could 
Elatiu/2 le Ce~dic'/2 tathe~?) 

This issue's Scrolls begins with Steve Poll-
. ington asking why no Scrolls in D:rag..£!!. 10. The . 
simple answer is that there were no letters to put 
in that issue. However,we do a little more this 
time. Graham Sumner asks: 

"Would reJders be willing to offer their ex­
planations as to why historians assume that the 
battle of Badon was fought at one of the re­
occupied Iron Age hillforts,i.e. Liddington 
Castle or Badbury,etc .... 

"For we are often informed that warriors such 
as the Saxons for example had difficulty in storm­
ing defended positions lacking the sophistication 
and technology required for such a feat. 

"These hillforts had been re-occupied we are 
informed b~cauie they were more defensible than 
miles of crumbling Roman town walls. The task of 
taking them must therefore have been harder,or 
why bother defending them. 



"It is true that Aelle captured the old 
Saxon Shore fort at Pevensey,but the site had 
been built in a desolate spot and there is little 
to suggest that it was otherwise after the Romans 
left,so this might be Saxon propaganda. 

"Are we to assume therefore that the Saxons 
were in the process of be-sieging an outlying 
hillfort and were routed by a relieving force,or 
captured one of these fortifications and had then 
allowed themselves to be besieged in turn. Or had 
they actually succeeded in surprising the main 
British army in their own base. 

"It seems more likely to me that like the 
later Medieval and Civil War armies who also 
lacked proper intelligence ~nd scouting systems 
that the two sides simply collided with each 
other in some remote spot and fou ght for the 
hi gher ground. Perhaps some other reader could 
shed some light on the subject." 

Thanks for the interestin g qu e stion and let's 
ho pe som e on e has a go a t solvin g this probl e m. 

Unfortunately that is it for Scrolls - well, 
on e l e tter is b e tter than none. ( May I just add 
that this doesn't mean that I haven't recieved 
any l e tters at all,just letters that don't call 
to be in Scrolls.) So come on folks,if you want 
Scrolls to continue in Dra gon then you must 
write .something for this section. I hope that 
th e r e sponse will improve in the future. 

Finally,! must make a plea to ask for more 
material for Drag6n. At the moment I think I have 
enough for two more issues. I have some ideas my­
self but I would prefer your contributions. So if 
you have anything, .it doesn't matter what,please 
write in. I am not interested in masterpieces of 
prose or artwork - what I would like to see _ is 
your thoughts,opinions and ideas in print. So 
please don't be shy give it a go and write an 
article or draw an illustration. 

I ' look forward to seeing your contributions . 
and reading your letters. 
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De.Cl./1. /_/1.iend., 
a /2ho/1.t nole to rnR.rdion wo po..uii./2: 

1 i/1./2i I lui/2h io aj)of.ogLtie. to anyone. lvho ha./2 
w/1.iilen to me. and not /1.e.ce.ive.d an an/2we/1., 
7 hi/2 i/2 due. :lo a coup i.e. o/, rrwni.h./2 of.. hCl./1.d 
wo/1.k. So pf.e.a/2e. f..o/1.give f..o/1. not /1.e.pfying, I 
p/1.omi/2e. that I wil.1. an/2We./1. yoU/1. n.e.x.i 
1.e.:lle/1. . 

Se.condf.y, I /_o/1.go:l to me.niion that 
the. Que./2:l He./1.ilage. 7 OU/1./2 • af./20 /1.un an 
.i.ne.x.pe.n/2ive. Ve./1./2.ion o/, ihe.i/1. LOU/I., coMi/2:l­
ing o/.. /2e.ve.n day/2 al £179. 

b)e.ll, that' /2 alfoui il /,o/1. 19 8 4 have. a 
~e./1./1.Y Clvt.i/2:lma/2 and a Happy New ije.Cl./1., 

Be./2:l wi/2he./2,_ 


