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Wei.c.ome.. :to V1tagon No. 8 and a Happy New Ye..a!t .to you a-U 

Thu., ,u.,1.iue.. be..gin1.i wi.;th Jte..polt.t/.J on .the.. two moo.:t.J.i hei.d in • 
Manc.he..1.i.te..Jt and London,and .the.. A!i;thu.fL,(,an we..e..ke..nd at the.. 
EWtope..an Folk S.tu.die..1.i Ce..n.:t.Jte.. in U.angoile..n. The..Jte.. ane.. 
q~e..1.iuon1.i bung po1.ie..d c.onc.e..Jtning name..1.i and da.te..1.i .. -P~y 
fuc.UJ.i1.ie..d a.t .the.. Lon~on mo~.t and all.Jo in an cu1;tic.le.. by C~ 
Love..g1tove.. . O.the..Jt a.tt:U.,c.le..1.i ,{.,nc.lude.. pM.t two 06 Sand/ta GaJtJ.iide.­
Ne..v~e.. '1.i Whu.fL,(,an 6,i,c.tion,.the.. Godl.i 06 .the.. Engwh,MagnUJ.i 
Max,,unu.J.i and .the.. name.. o 6 WhWt. Finally, .thu., ,u.,1.i ue.. inc.lude..1.i 
a~ e..x.tende..d 1te..vie..w on Will.Jon and Blac.ke...t.t' 1.i book _King M:thWt 
K,{.,ng on Glamo1tgan and Gwe.n.t plu.J.i 1te..vie..w1.i o 6 o.the..Jt 1te..c.e..nr--­
boo 0.i and magazine..1.i. 

F oilo[)J,{,ng .the.. Jtu.J.i h 
:to ge...t ou..t .the.. invda.t­
io nJ.i .to .the.. two moo.:t.J.i, 
and .the.. c.oMe..c.ung on 
.the.. date.. m,u.,.take.., .the.. 
6,tM.t moot U,tt,6 he..ld ct:t 
Mcinc.he..1.i.te..1t on .the.. 1 7.th 
Se..p.te..mbe..1t 1983. Un601t­
.tu.na.tei.y a.t.te..nde..nc.e.. U,tt,6 
1.imc<Le. and .the, moot 
e..nde..d up c.on1.i,u.,ting on 
Paul C1te..gan,G1taham 
Su.mne..Jt and Mml.i e..l6. No 
1te..al poin.:t.J.i 1.i Wtnac.e..d 
du.Jt1ng .the.. c.onve..Jt/.Ja.t-
1on,ne..ve..Jt.the..le..1.i1.i I 
would Uke.. .to .thank 
G1taham noJt ailo[)J,{,ng UJ.i 
.to me..e...t a.t .the.. CMile..-
6,i,e..ld V,u.,iloM Ce..n.:t.Jte.. 
(woJt.th a v,u.,il 16 you 

ane.. e..ve..Jt in Manc.he..1.i.te..1t 
- you'll 61nd il on .the.. 
c.01tne..1t o 6 Ve.ctn1.igate.. and 
Live..Jtpool Road). Su661c.e.. 
to 1.iay the.. c.onve..Jt/.Jation 
took on a Roman 6f..avoUJt 
onc.e.. at the.. Ce..n.:t.Jte... 

t '/-{'"<•~ '?'"'~~.,, , 
f 

Paul Cregan Graham Sumner 

Oc.to be..Jt 8th 1.iaw .the.. ne..xt and muc.he..Jt la1tge..1t moot. We.. ail 
me...t on the.. 1.ite..p1.i 06 the.. B/tilil.ih MM e..u.m, the.. c.ompf..e..me.nt tw 
time.. numbe..Jte..d .te..n. Onc.e.. ga.the..1te..d and 1n.:t.Jtoduc.e.d (1.ioMy NJ..ge.f.. 
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601t the.. tltiple.. bad in.:t.Jtoduc.tion!) we.. aU made. oUJt way to :the.. 
Sutton Hoo exhibition. The..Jte.. Robe..Jt.t Tayf..01t,o{i .the. WhUJt1an 
Soue...ty, 1.ihowe..d UJ.i anou.nd fuc.UJ.if.iing Mme.. poin.tl.J c.onc.e.Jtnin,g 
the. cum1.t, and Mmo Wt e..xhibile..d ( e..g the.. f.itltap1.i on :the.. .t, hie..ld 
not bung f.ia6e.. ). Fltom the..Jte. a WM a c.up on te..a,olt c.o66e..e.., 
and a bile.. to e..a.t. U n6 oJt.tu.na.te..f..y, J.i pac.e. WM Umile.d and we. had 
to f.iplil into g1tou.pf.i 06 6oUJt. (Thu., c.ontinue,d th!tough mof.it 
06 the.. moot ... I w,u.,h I had had t1me.. to Jte..c.onno,i;tJi,e.. the.. aJte.a 
be.601te.. the.. moot.) V,u.,c.UJ.if.iion c.ove..Jte..d qu.i:te.. a la!tge.. 61e..ld ... 
61tom Wilion and Blac.ke..tt to .t,tifLJtu.p1.i. 

Le..cwing the.. MM e..u.m we.. f.iat ou..tl.iide.. in the.. c.oWttyand and 
fuc.UJ.i1.ie.d topic./.J b1tou.gh:t up mainly by Robe..Jt.t Tayf..Ol!...' J.i 

1.iu.gge..1.ition1.i 601t a c.on6e..de..1tcttion 06 c.f..u.b1.i. Amongf.i:t tho1.ie.. 
p1te..1.ie..nt WM all.Jo Chlt,u., Love..g1tove.. 06 the. Pe..nd!tagon Soue..ty . 
It WM ag1te..e.d that .the. whole.. c.onc.e..pt f.ihou.f..d be.. put 6oJtWcur..d 
to .the.. .th!te.e.. f.ioc.ie..tie..J.i be..noJte.. any ,Unpolt:tan.t de.c..L61onJ.i We..Jte. 
made... Howe..ve.Jt aU .thof.ie. p!te..J.i e..n:t we.Jte, happy abou..t .the. 1de..a. 
One.. ,U11polt:tant point fuc.u.J.iJ.ie..d WM the.. naMowing down 06 



:Umv.,c.ale. looked a;t by :the. g!Loup,6. I:t WM .6uggv.,:te.d :tha;t 
ARTHUR .6 fwuld be. lik.e. a pivot - :the. midwalf da;te. - and :the.n 
wi:th a .6 c.o pe. o 6 1 5 0 ye.M.6 e.ac.h way. T hi-6 giv v., a !Lough Me.a 
06 350 :to 650. The. time. .6c.ale. c.ove1te.d '1.angv., :the.n 61Lom, 
app!Louma:te.ly,the. "BMbMian Con.6pi!Lac.y" :to :the. de.6e.a:t 06 

:the. lM:t "King 06 :the. B!Li:toM"-Cadwa.tlon in 634. You.lL 
c.omme.n:t-6 on :thi-6 would be. we.lc.ome.d. 

The. c.ol..d e.ve.n:tuolly be.a:t u..6 and we. le.6:t :the. Mu..6 e.um 
c.ou.lL:tyMd in .6e.Mc.h 06 .6ome.whe1te.. WMmelt. Vi.6c.u..6.6ioM .6:tM:te.d 
e.Mlie1t c.ontinue.d and :though we. did 6ind a c.a6e. we. Welte. 
unable. :to ge.:t into one. g!Loup again. I wi.6h I had pe.Monal.ty 
move.d Mound mo!Le. and c.ha:t:te.d :to o:the1t me.mbe.M. The. day WM 
'1.ounde.d 066 with a 1Le.:tu.1Ln :to :the. Mu..6e.um 60'1. ano:the1t d!Link 
and a bun. 

I would ve1ty muc.h like. :to :thank all :tho.6 e. who c.ame. :to 
:the. London moot. I on,l!_y wi.6h U c.ould have. be.e.n be.:t:telt 
o!Lgani.6e.d. I:t i-6 hope.d :tha:t ne.x:t tJe.M we. will me.e.:t in 
No!L:thamp:ton in c.onne.c.tion with :the. c.on6e.de1ta:tion 06 c.lub.6. 

Arthurian Legend 
- the need for a hero 

Thi-6 e.ve.n:t :took pfuc.e. -ovelt :th!Le,e. datj.6 a:t :the. be.ginvu_ng 
06 Nove.mbe1t (4:th-6:th). I:t c.on.6i.6:te.d 06 a .6eltieJ.:i 06 le.c.:tu.!LeJ.:i 
abou.:t vMying Mpe.c.:t.6 06 :the. AIL:thu.lLian le.ge.nd. People. c.ame. 
6'1.om many pM:t-6 06 B'1.i:tain p~u..6 .two ge.n:tle.me.n 6'1.om Ho~nd. 
Rv.,ide.n:t.6 on. :the. c.ou.lL,6e, c.on.6AA:te.d 06 6ou.lL:te.e.n pe.ople.,,tn­
c.fuding Mike. Ru..6ung and mlj.6e.l6 61Lom :the. V!Lagon Soc.ie.:ty. 
The. ave1tage. a:t:te.nde.nc.e. 06 e.ac.h le.c.:tu.'1.e. WM be..twe.e.n 25 t 30. 
The. we.e.ke.nd p1Love.d a g!Le.a:t .6uc.c.eJ.:i.6 and IAX(,6 e.njoye.d by e.ve1ty­
one.. Ac.c.o!Lding :to Ca:th!Lyn Gwynn,admlni-6:t!La:to!L 06 :the._Folk 
S:tudiv., Ce.n:t!Le.,U i-6 hope.d :that ano:the1t c.ou.'1.,6e. 06 :thi-6 :type. 
may be. held la:te1t :thi-6 ye.AA ( '84) . 

I w..Ltt a:t:tern p:t :to give. you a IL e.po!L:t o n :the. le.c.:tu.lL v., 
un6 o!L:tu.na:te.ly .6 pac.e. do v., n' :t a.tlol/J a c.om ple.:te. :tAan.6 c.'1.ip:t 
and I have. j umpe.d o v e1t MIL Vo nald Mo olLe.' .6 pie.c.e. on "AIL:thu.!L 
M ilfu-6:t!La:te.d", whic.h IAX(,6 p!LimMily a vi.6u.cd. le.c.:tu.'1.e.. ( I 
hope. :the. Kee.pelt 06 Map.6 and P!Lin:t.6 a:t :the. National UblLMY 
06 Walv., 601Lgivv., me..) 

The. 6ilL.6:t le.c.:tu.'1.e. IAX(/2 :the. "BMdic. Image." give.n by Si!L 
I dfLi-6 F0.6:te1t, poMibly :the. 601Le.mo.6:t e.xpeA:t on :the. "Cu..thwc.h 
and 0lwe.n" :tale. 61Lom :the. Mabino gio n. Si!L I dlLi-6, 6 o!Lme.Ji 
PILo6eJ.:i.60IL 06 Celtic. a:t ]V.,u..6 Cof.l.e.ge.,0x601Ld,M:tounde.d u..6 

all with hi-6 de.p:th 06 knowledge.- and 6an:ta.6tic. me.many. He. 
be.gan by fuc.u.Ming .6ome. 06 :the. Vic.to!Lian w!Li:te.M and paw 
,the.n me.ntio vu_ng mo!Le. ne.c.e.n:t po w uke. C h.Mlu Wil.uam-6 
and T.Gwynn Jonv.,. The. .6ou.'1.c.e. 6olL :thue. wa.o Ge.o66Jte.y o{i 
Mo nmou.:th '.6 Hi-6:toJty 06 :the. King.6 o 6 B'1.dain ( 1136) . Howe.ve.n, 
the. BMdic. Image. gov., bac.k e.v e.n (i u.1L:the1t. 

Si!L Id!Li.6 c.ove.ne.d :the. bMdic. .6 y.6te.m 6Jtom ill Jtoo:t.6 in 
P!Le.-Roman timu and the.n e.xplo!Le.d A!Lthu.'1. 1.6 image. 61Lom :the. 
7:th c.e.n:tu.!Ly. He. looked a:t :the. Gododdin,wi:th AJt.thu.Jt .the. 
µMagan 06 valou.!L and :the. poe..t!Ly a:t.tac.he.d :to TaueJ.:i.6in: the. 
Spaw 06 Annwn and :the. Ba:tile. 06 :the. Tne.u - the. 601Lme1t 
having AIL:thu.'1. invading :the. 0:the.JtWofLld. foam :the!Le he. 
fuc.u..6.6e.d .the. poe.m.6 c.onc.e1tne.d with Geltian:t, Vialogu.e. poe..tny 
and :the. S:tanzM o 6 :the. G!Lav u . In :thu e. gJtoW.6 a 6 olfl lone. 
he1to and :the. 'onc.e. and 6u.:tu.1Le. kJ,ng' . Conne.c..te.d with :the. 
lat.telt WM :the. Mo nk-6 o 6 Lao n who while. vi.6iling C onnwail 
witneJ.:i.6 a '1.io.t ovelt whe.thelt AIL:thu.!L WM de.ad oft wa-0 Mle.e.p 
aw::u:ting hi-6 pe.o ple.' .6 c.a.t.t. 

Fina.t.ty,Si!L Id!Li.6 me.ntione.d :the. Uvu 06 :the. Scun:t.6 
in whic.h AJt.thu.n i-6 :t!Le.a:te.d M a tyJtan.t .to gloJti6 y .the. 
'holy me.n' . Following :the. le.c..tu.Jte. :the1te. wa-6 a peltiod o 6 
qu.v.,tion.6 and fuc.U.6.6.fon. ( 0nc.e. again .6pac.e. doun' .t allow 
de.:tcul bu.:t an e.x:te.nde.d look. a;t :the. .6e.c.ond fuc.M.6ion peltiod 
c.an be. 6ou.nd la:te1t.) 

The. .6e.c.ond 06 Si!L Id!Li.6' le.c..tu.Jtu IA)M e.nMfte.d "H,W.toJLy 
and AILc.hae.ology 06 AIL:thu.lL". He. imme.cua:te.ly be.gan by quoting 
Ke.nne.:th Jac.k-60 n: " ... nothing i-6 c.e.lL:tcun abou.:t :the. hi-6:to!Lic.::-,- . 
al A!Lthu.!L not e.v e.n hi-6 e.xi.6:te.nc.e., howe.v elt :the1te. Me. c.e.lL:tcun 
poMibililiv.,, e.v e.n p!Lo bablitiu ... " . Si!L I dfLi-6 annou.nc.e.d 
:that he. WM .6ome.wha:t le..6.6 agno.6tic. .than :that and c.ontinu.e.d 
with a .6 hoJt.t pie.c.e. on AIL:thu.!L '.6 name.. 

He. :the.n dv.,c.'1.ibe.d .the. c.on:te.n:t.6 06 Ha!tluan MSS 3859 ... 
tou.c.hing 6ilL.6:t on :the. Annal-6 06 :the. Wwh, be.au.ti6u.Uy 
dv.,c.'1.ibing how :the. monk-6 had to depend on wo!Ld 06 mou.:th -
" ... you c.ouldn' :t .6 e.nd a :te.le.x 6Jto m St Vavid.6 to anothelt 
.6c.'1.iptoJtiu.m". V,Wi:ting monk-6 would blLing ne.w.6 abou.:t 
e.ve.n:t.6 6oJL c.eA:tcun ye.M.6 ... "Well,i:t mu..6:t have. be.e.n in ... ". 
In :the. .6 ame. MSS WM the. c.hlLo vu_c.le. wlLi.t.te.n poMibly by 
Ne.nvu_u..6 and a .6 e.c.tio n c.all :the. "Mi!Labilia", in whic.h AIL:thu.n 
appe.Me.d M a 6olk he1to. 

Re.:tu.Jtvu_ng to N e.nvu_u..6 Si!L I dJti-6 fu c.u..6.6 e.d Chap:telt 5 6. 1 •• 

"The.n AJt.thu.!L 6ough:t agcun.6:t the1n . .. ". He. poin.te.d ou.:t the. 
p0.6.6ibilay that the. 12 ba:tilv., o 6 Whu.n c.ou.ld be. bM e.d 
on a 12 .6:tanza poe.m. In thi-6 c.h/Lovu_c.le. AJt.thu.n WM dv.,c.lLibe.d 



M 'Vu.x. Bell.onum' and S,Ut I ciJc.,,i,}., 1.iu.gg e..6.t/2 that 1tatheA than 
Ba,.t;U_e. Le.adeA thv.i c.ould, lilze. the. Me.cu.e.val We/:/2 h tiil..e. 
' Tywy.6og Cad' meaning Le.adeA 06 the. WM ho.6t oft WMband. 

F.l!!om Ne.nniu..6 he. move.d to GildM - "Ve.M Old GildM ... " 
and told 06 h,u., love. 06 the. Roman l,\XI.IJ 06 line., 'Romanitcv.,'. 
He. de..6CJube.d Gild.6' wonk M "a Jt.oc.lze.t 06 et homily". Wh,i__le. 
fuc.u..6.6ing the. battle. 06 Badon he. gave. a po.6.6ibly e.x.plan­
atio n o 6 why Mthu.Jt. i.6 . not me.nuo ne.d by GildM: "I 6 the. 
M..c.hbi.6hop 06 CanteAbu.Jt.!f wnote. an e.nc.yilic.al le.tieA .6aying 
theAe. hM be.e.n 40 !fe.aM 06 pe.ac.e. .6inc.e. the. battle. 06 
Wate.Jt.loo wh,i__c.h 06 c.ou.Me. WM won by the. gne.at Vu.lze. 06 
watelllo o, would he. add wh,i__c.h o 6 c.o u.Jt.6 e. WM won b !f the. gn e.cu. 
Vu.lze. 06 We.Uington". S,Ut IciJc.,,i,}., the.n e.x.a"!ine.d the. namv.i_ OtJ 

batile..6 c.o nne.c.te.d with Mthu.Jt. but c.u.t h.-i.m6 e.f 6 o 6 6 .6ay..{,ng 
he. le.ave. plac.e.name..6 to PJt.06. Be.dwyJt. Le.wi.6 Jone/2. 
e.ve.n though Mthu.Jt. e.meAge.d 6Jt.om a time. 06 the. c.ollap.6e. 06 
"Romanita/2' and 'invMion.6' thv.i pe.Jtiod .6hou1dn' t be. c.alie.d 
the. VM!z Age..6. He. 6e.U that to c.ali the. impofttant Cad-
bu.Jt.!f e.x.c.avatio n.6 Came.lot ( pMaphJtcv.,ing John Mo~ ' Ag e. o q 
Mthu.Jt.) "be.longe.d to the. 'Age. 06 WaU Vi.6ne.y' ". f..{,naliy,S..{,ft 
I~ c.on.6ideAe.d that he. "c.ou.ld c.onveAt Pno6. Jac.!z.6on' .6 
po.6.6ibility into a .6tfto ng p'1.o babiutq". 

An Mide. to the. le.c.tu.Jt.e/2 WeAe. the. d.,u.,c.u..6.6ion pe.iod.6 
and du.Jting the. .6e..6.6ion a0teA the. above. le.c.tu.Jte. VJt. Bnown, 
a lac.al wof1.thy,po.6tu.late.d .6ome. iryl0,e..6tin i~e.a.6. He. 
.6u.gge..6te.d that A1tthu.Jt. WM not Btu.,,U,.6h but e.,i,;theA a Sax.on 
c.vt a Gaul. Would the. B'1.iu.6h lzing.6 have. 6oUowe.d a B~h 
le.adeA oJt. cu.d the. authoJt.ity c.ome. 6Jt.om .6 ome. otheA .6 ou.Jt.c.e.. 
Ac.c.oJt.cu.ng to the. Gallic. Ch!to nic.le.: the. Brvi..to n.6 "pM.6 e.d 

h ,, ,, , ,..J : , s ,, u.ndeA the. nu.le. o 6 t e. Sax.a n.6 - .. . ..{,n tu.UO ne.m ax.o num. . . . 
Vn Bnown point/2 out that the. Latin Me.d WM a le.gal tV1.m. 
He. al.60 .6u.gge..6te.d that Bne.:(J;Jalda WM the. Sax.on e.qu.ivale.nt 
06 'Vic.aftiu..6 B'1.itannMum' and .it me.an.6 'Jt.ule.Jt 06 the. 
BJt.iti-6 h ' . 

Mthu.Jt. '.6 c.ampaign he. p'1.opo.6e.d we.Jte. not again.6t the. 
Sax.on.6 but the. Iwh, Pic.t.6 and u.Mul!f N. BJt.iton.6. The. 
baffle..6 06 Anthu.Jt. c.an be. po.6itione.d in Me.cv., a(i6e.c.te.d 
by .6u.c.h tftou.bfe..6ome. pe.ople.: Che..6teA, BM.6lngweAlz ( BM.6M?), 
Agne.d and B1te.gu.ion ... Badon WM ad~e.d at a lateA ~ate.. 
V1t Bltown .6aid that e.Mly Ww h wute.M had be.e.n ..{,n6lu.e.nc.e.d 
by Be.de. ma/zing VoJt.tigeAn the. v~an 06 ~h~ pie.c.e.. AJi:lhu.Jt. 
had be.e.n Cymwe.d be.c.au..6e. Ne.nMU.6 WM Wll..,{,ting at a time. 
whe.n hi.6 patfton.6 we.Jte. at WM with the. Sax.on.6. 

S,Ut. I d.Ju.6 agJt.e.~d with that the. B'1.iu.6 h lung.6 WO uld 

mane. lilze.ly ac.c.e.pt an ou.t/2ide.1t than one. 06 the.ilt own 
/zing.6. He. adde.d that VJt. BJt.own' .6 the.01ty WM not imp1tobable. 
but Jt.atheA "te.nabl e. and attftac.tive." . 

On the. Satu.Jtday e.ve.ning we. We.Jte. tfte.ate.d to a le.c.tu.Jt.e. 
by the. c.halti.6matic. PJt.06. Be.dwyn Le.wi.6 Jone..6,who be.gan:­
"Eight o 'c.loc.lz on a Satu.Jt.day night, Good God, hMdltj the. 
time. 60'1. a le.c.tu.Jt.e. ... I .6hould te.U you. a .6to1ty,.6houldn' t 
I?" He. the.n we.nt on to we.ave. a 6ab'1.ic. 06 wOJtd.6 - lilze. a 
ba1td 06 old. Hi.6 le.c.tu.Jt.e. WM e.ntitle.d "The. Popui.M Image.". 

He. c.onunu.e.d with a qu.e..6tion: Who Wa.6 AJt.thu.Jt.? and the.n 
po.6e.d a .6e.c.ond: Who.6e. AJt.thu.Jt.? Loo/zing at the. e.Mlie..6t 06 • 
ne.c.oJt.d.6 (the. Gododcu.n,a poe.m to Cynddylan and the. battle. 
wt 61tom Ne.nniu..6) he. .6howe.d that the. 6fut image. Wa.6 that 
06 a wMJt.ioJt. who 6ou.ght the. Sax.on.6. "That Wa.6 the. inte.Jt. ­
pJt.e.tation that .6u.ite.d the. ne.e.d.6 06 the. 7th c.e.ntu.1ty Wwh ... " 
and e.qu.aliy .6u.ile.d Ne.nniu..6' 9th c.e.ntu.Jty patfton. 

The. .6 e.c.o nd image. b e.gan with the. "M,Utabilia" .6 e.c.tio n 
adde.d to N e.nniU6 1 Hi.6 toJt.y O t} the. B'1.ito n.6 . In thi.6 Altthu.Jt. 
be.c.ome..6 the. hu.nteA, the. .6u.pe.1the.1to ~-- By the. 9th c.e.ntWLy he. 
Wa.6 a pe.1t60Jt.me.1t o 6 m<Aac.le/2 and 6anta.6tic. de.e.d.6 - hal6 god 
hal6 man. PJt.06 .Jone/2 c.ontinu.e.d with the. hu.nte.1t/.6u.pe.1the.Jt.o 
by quoting 6Jt.om the. Me. 06 "Culhwc.h and Olwe.n". He.1te. the. 
P1to6. be.c.ame. that bMd 06 old,bJt.inging line. to an anc.ie.nt 
.6tof1.y. Having talze.n u..6 into the. woJt.ld 06 le.ge.nd h'e. bJt.ou.ght 
u..6 bac.lz to the. twe.ntie.th c.e.ntu.Jttj by c.alung the. ;tafe. an 
e.x.c.e.Ue.nt pie.c.e. o 6 T e.le.vi.6io n. He. de..6 wbe.d the. way the. 
.6tof1.IJ u..6 e.d pan.Mamie. te.c.hnic., .6We.e.ping ac.Jto.6.6 the. ac.tio n 
naf1.Jtowing in on the. incu.vidu.al.6 and the.n 6oc.U6ing on on 
the. boM in the. Jt.iveA. "Good tale..6,.6u.pne.muy we.U told" . 
Fon me. the. Pno6e..6.60Jt. 1 .6 te.lling 06 the. hunt 06 the. Tw1tc.h 
Tnwyth bnou.ght it mane. to line. than anyrung I had e.veA 
ne.ad on he.Md be.none.. He. told a good Me. 1.iu.pne.me.ly we.U. 

The. tale. o 6 "C ulhwc.h and Olwe.n" pttotftaye.d A1tthu.1t -
the. wMJt.ioJt.,the. m<Aac.le. wonk.e.1t,the. ho.6t with a c.ou.Jt.t. 
Al!te.ady the. Altthu.Jt. 06 the. Middle. Age..6 Wa.6 the.1te. in e.mbnyo. 
The. StanzM 06 the. Gnave/2 and the. Monfz.6 06 Laon point to 
anothe.Jt image. in Pne.- Nonman time..6 - that 06 the. my.6teAy 
06 Mthu.Jt. 1.6 pa.6.6ing. 

He. the.n di.6c.u..6.6e.d the. Mthu.Jt.ian e.x.plo1.iion that toolz 
plac.e. in the. 12th c.e.ntu.Jt.lj 6oliowing Ge.o66Jt.e.y 06 Monmou.th'.6 
Hi.6to'1.!f 06 the. King.6 06 Bwain. "Hi.6 WOJt.Q qu.ic.kJ..y be.c.ame. a 
be..6t-.6e.lie.Jt." In 6ac.t Mthu.Jt. i.6 6ou.nd in Eu.Jt.ope. whe.Jte.ve.Jt the. 
NoJt.man we.Jte. p'1.e..6 e.nt - 6Jt.om B'1.itain to Pale..6tine. (the.Jte. i.6 
e.ve.n an Mthu.Jt.ian tale. in He.b1te.11J). P1to6. Jone..6 c.omme.nte.d: 



"Ge..06-{/UUJ uxv., .the. m0.6.t bJr..,u',funt .6ingu.lcUt (,{)ft,{;t,eJL e.veJL to tctc.k-C.e. 
,the. Alt,thwuan fe.9 end. II He. /le.pt the. Wa.Jl.JUQfl_ ,UJ,ag e. btd a.a O the. 
.6 u.peJLheJLo and the. my.6.teJLy o 6 Whu.!L' .6 pa.Ming. Ge.a 6 6fle.y 
tWLne.d WhWL into .the. ide.a.t twleJL 06 the. Me.die.vaf peJLiod. 

Whu.!L in the. fa.teJL Roma.nc.e..6 i.6 veJLy mu.c.h in the. bctc.k­
gflou.nd. I.t i.6 hi.6 c.ou.flt - hi.6 knigh.t.6 - that Me. now impoflt­
a.nt. HeJLe. mofle. 06 .the. futeJL e.leme.n,u Me. a.dde.d - MeJLf,i,n, the. 
Rou.nd Table. and ill F e.Uow.6 hlp. I ;t i.6 th.i-6 "F fle.nc. hl6ie.d -
Noflmani.6e.d" M.thu.fl,.thflou.gh Mafofly,tha.t we. all !Le.ad abou..t M 
c.illdfle.n. "Thi.6 i.6 the. Whu.fl 06 6ilm6 and te.le.vi.6ion." 

"That uJ:.timate.ly in my vie.w i.6 mlJ an.6WVL to who i.6 
Whu.!L? Wh0.6e. Whu.!L? So .ttile. hM be.e.n known 6ofl c.eJL;tia.n 
.that he. hM be.e.n .60 c.apab.te. 06 .60 many tfla.n.66oflrnation.6." 

Following the. .te.c..tWLe. .theJLe. WM a .6hoflt fuc.u..6.6ion 
peJLiod in whlc.h .the. Pflo6. an.6WeJLe.d many qu.e..6tion.6. One. 
c.onc.eJLne.d why he. thou.gh.t WhWL had be.c.ome. .thi.6 image. 
06 Wa.JUuote, 60.tk heJLo, e.tc.. Hi.6 an.6WVL WM that he. be.c.ame. 
a magne.t 6ofl many .tafe..6 _and adve.ntWLe. by ac.ude.nt. Lind.6ay 
Evan.6,who c.ha.,i_fl_e.d the. c.ou.fl.6e.,flou.nde.d 066 the. e.ve.ning by 
c.ompMing P!Lo 6. Be.dwy!L L e.w--i/4 Jo ne..6 to the. he.tw-bMd 
Gwydio n ( me.nuo ne.d e.CU1..ly in .the. fe.c..tu.fle.) . The. fe.c..tw1..e. 
WM willou..t dou.bt c.apuva.ung and a {iiMt cl.M.6 pe.!L6oflmcrnc.e.. 

The. Qinaf day 06 the. c.ou.M e. be.gan with fe.c.:tl.Ute. e.vi;t,i.ile.d 
"Whu.!L M 1Uu..6tflate.d" by Mfl Vo nafd Aloofle.. A6 the. tale. 
indic.ate..6 thi.6 WM ptimMi.ty a vi.6u.af fe.c.tuJte. and .60 il 
wou.ld be. di6 6ic.u.U .to !Le.poflt wilhou..t .6 hawing the. painung.6, 
e.tc.. u..6e.d. Su.66ic.e. to .6ay the. fec.tWLe.c.ove.tte.d a lMge. 6ie.ld 
and uxv., e.xp e.tl.tly pu..t o v e.tl . 

Se.c.ond .te.c.tuJte. 06 .the. day,and the. fMt,uxv., "Whu.tu.a.n 
P lac. e.nam e..6 " by P !Lo 6 . B e.dWtjfl L e.wi.6 Jo ne..6 , P !Lo 6 e.M ofl o 6 W w h 
a.t Bangofl U niv e.tWily. " ... It' .6 not a e.M tj .6 u.b j e.c.t. .. nofl a 
6flu.il6 u.l .6 u.b j e.c.L .. ", he. b e.gan. He. e.xc.u..6 e. hlm.6 e.f 6 .6 a.ying that 
he. didn't thlnk. he. wou..td be. able. to c.ove.tt it a.de.qu.a.te.ly. The.n 
we.nt a.he.ad and ga.v e. an e.xc.e.lfe.nt .te.c..tlUte.. 

The. Pflo6. c.onunu.e.d by .toc.ctting .6orne. 06 the. Ne.nnia.n 
battle. wt .6ite..6, e.. g. Ba.don - Ba.dbu.!Ly Ring.6 ofl Mme.whe.tte. 
ne.CU1.. Bath, plu..6 Cam.tan bung Ca.mbogfuna. on .the. Wall. Othe.tt 
.6ite..6 c.o nne.c.te.d with the. N e.nniu..6 c.hflo nic..te. Me. CcUtn Ca.6a.ll 
(a nu.mbe.tt 06 othe.tt .6imilM WhWLain .6ite..6 a.f./20 Me. .6tone..6 
with imptint b n the.ml and _Uc.at Amtl - .6ou.flc.e. 06 .the. R. Ga.mbe.t1-. 

Mo.6.t pfuc.e.na.me..6 Me. fa.teJL in thw fle.c.oflding bu..t the.tte. 
Me. a 6e.w e.at1..lie.tt one..6. Pfuc.e.na.me..6 6ou.nd in th.e. ~UJr..a.b,i_l,i_ct, 
Liv e..6 o 6 the. Sain,u and the. Ma.binogio Y!:. .6 e.e.m to point to an 

2Q 

ewe.a Mou.nd the. Wye.-Se.veJLn E.6tu.at1..y. "Pe.tthap.6",.6alJ'6 P11..06. 
Jone..6, "p!Le.oc.c.u.pie.d with Wwh tfla.di.tion we. have. minim,i,,6e.d 
the. pfuc.e. 06 the. Sou..th Ea.6t 06 Wafu and the. South Wu,t 06 
13Ju.;tcu__n (Ve.van and Co!Lnwa.U) in the. e.Mltj e.volu.tion 06 the. 
WhLJ.tia.n le.g e.nd . .. " . ECU1..ly pla.c.e.name..6 do '6 e.e.rn to indic.a.te. 
the. e.all..ly 911..owth 06 the. le.ge.nd in the. South. He. a.l.60 poin;t,6 
ou..t .that .th.i-6 Me.a WM .the. rne.e.ung-pfuc.e. 06 We..l.6h and No11..­
ma.n.6. 

Situ c.onne.c.te.d with WhUJL.'.6 name. inc.lu.de.: Ogo6 (c.a.ve.), 
Lle.c.h (.6fub), Ma.e.n (.6.tone.), Ca.Me.g ( a.f-6 o a .6.tone.), Bw11..dd ( tctble.) , 
Bu.aflth (e.nc.fo.6WLe.),Be.dd (g!Lave.),Ci.6t,Moe.l (ill.t),Ei.6te.dd6a. 
(.6e.a.t) and Coe.tan (qu.oit). Thu e. Me. uk.e.ly to be. 06 a fate. 
date. in otigin. Howe.ve.tt, one. name. that mcty be. a pointeJL i.6 
BWJtdd Whu.!L in Anglue.y. Onc.e. c.a.Ue.d Din Silwy,the.n in the. 
16.th c.e.ntWLy c.afle.d the. Hill 06 the. Rou.nd T~ble.,thi.6 Bw11..dd 
Whu.!L may have. c.onne.c.uon.6 will the. po.6t-Noflma.n c.u.lt 06 
the. Rou.nd Table.. A .6Wtve.y 06 plac.e.na.mu in Wafe..6 ,i,,6 badly 
ne.e.de.d Pflo6.Jonv.. fle.mMk.e.d. • 

He. c.onunu.e.d by looking at .the. e.a.11..Ue..6.t fle.c.oflde.d .6.tO!l..y 
06 Whu.!L .6.le.e.ping in a c.a.ve. a.wa.iting .the. c.a.ll 06 h,0, poe.ple.. 
Thi.6 oc.c.WLfLe.d ne.M Glou.c.e..6.teA in c.. 1520. Othe.tt .6u.c.h .6ite..6 
inc..tu.de. Lfuntl1..i.6ant, Ca.e.tl..fe.on, Y.6ge.i6iog, Ba.ta and ne.CU1.. Snow­
don. Pfuc.e.name..6,he. fle.-e.mphMi.6e.d,.6how the. c.onunu.at.ion 06 • 
the. 911..owth 06 the. Aflthu.fL,<_a_n fe.ge.nd and 6olk..tofle.. 

In c.o nc.lu..6io n, Pflo 6. Be.dwy!L L e.wi.6 Jo ne..6 ma.de. .6 ome. fle.ma.11..lu 
a.bou..t the. p0.6ition 06 Aflth.WL in the. 20th c.e.nt.WLtj. WhWL M 
the. .6.le.e.ping me..6.6ia.nic. lo!Ld c.onunu.e.d in .the. poe.tfly 06 6olk. 
lik.e. Sylvan Rob eAt-6 and T. Gwyn Jo ne..6 . Sau.nde.tl...6 L e.wi.6, '6 o 
p!Lomine.nt in the. u.ta.bwhme.nt 06 .the. Wwh politic.al pCU1..ty, 
.6a.w A!Lthu.fl M a .6tjmbol 06 .the. hope..6 and Mp,<_fl..WOn.6 06 Wafu. 
Howe.veJL, today Aflthu.fl i.6 " M de.ad M a dodo" and hi.6 plac.e. 
M na.uo naf he.tto i.6 .ta.k.e.n by Owain Glyndw!L and Llywe..tyn the. 
LMt who Mp,<_fl..e_d in the. Middle. Agu 6ofl an inde.pe.nde.nt Wafu. 
Fina.Uy, he. .6u.mme.d u.p by .6a.ying that pfuc.e.na.mu pointe.d to 
{iolk..to!Le. but told u..6 nothlng a.bou.t. the. hi.6.totic.af AflthWL. 

So e.nde.d the. fMt 06 the. MJr..J..e..6 06 .te.c.tuJte..6. I am qu);te. 
.6 Wte. that e.veJLyone. fe.6t Lfungolle.n we.U ple.a..6 e.d both with 
the. fe.c.tuJte..6 and the. .6e.ttvic.e. give.n at the. Hand Ho.t.e.l. I wou.ld 
like. to thank. Cathflyn Gwynn and .the. .6.ta.66 06 .the. EWLope.a.n 
F o .tk S .tu.di e..6 C e.ntfl e. 6 011.. an e.xc. e.Ue.n.t. c.o u.M e. . I c.eJLta.inly 
look /)ofLWMd to a.nothe.tt one.. 



MAGNUS MAXIMUS 
( A short article to commemorate the anniversary of Magnus Maximus. ) 

Clemens Magnus Maximus was born in the Spanish province 
of Gallaecia during the first half of the fourth century. He 
was a contempory of Emperor Theodosius who was born in 346. 
Theodosius was the son of the wealthy landowner and soldier 
from Cauca,near Segovia in North West Spain - Count Theodos­
ius. It is very likely that Maximus had served as part of the 
Theodosii household because later he was spoken of disparag­
ingly as "Theodosius' home'bred slave". Little else is known 
of him until the year 367 when he accompanied Count Theodosius 
to Britain in order to quell the 'Barbarian Conspiracy'. (See 
Dragon 7) Maximus,historians point out,distinguished himself 
in the re-establishment of Roman control. 

The Count was rewarded for his work with the title Magi­
ster Equitum and marched off to the Upper Danube where he 
defeated the Alemanni. Whether Maximus went with the Count 
cannot be asserted but he was definitely with him in North 
Africa putting ciown the rebellion of Firmus the Moor in 373. 
Three years later Count Theodosius was executed for unknown 
reasons (though there was a hint of political conspiracy). 
Theodosius the Younger meanwhile had been making a name for 
hi~self in Moesia Superior where he had halted a Sarmatian 
invasion. However with the death of his father he was re­
tired to his lands in Spain. 

Maximus had been posted to the Danube frontier where he 
is said to have attended a conference held at Sirmin. The 
Emperor Valens,in 379,died following a defeat by the Romans 
at the battle of Hadrianople by the Goths,and Emperor of 
the West Gratian summoned Theodosius to Illyricum as Magister 
Militum to deal with the marauding Goths. On the 19th January 
379 Theodosius was proclaimed Emperor of the East. 

Four years later Magnus Maximus was in Britain again, 
probably in command of Roman force as Dux or Comes Britan­
narum. Sometime before 383 he led the army against an 
invasion of Picts and Scots. He proved victorious and in 
the summer of 383 A.D. he was proclamed Emperor by his 
soldiers. Some say . he protested the proclamation while 
other historians say that resenting his 'friend' Theodosius 
the Yonger's elevation to the purple it was of his own 
making. There is,however,a third possibility. Theodosius 

-
may have connected the death of his father to the young 
Emperor of the West,Gratian. The new Emperor trying to 
consolidate his position may have backed Maximus. Later 
Theodosius was very quick to recognise Maximus as the new 
Emperor of the West and it wasn't until Magnus Maximus 
invaded Italy did he come out against him. 

Little is known of Maximus' personal life except that 
he had a brother,Marcellinus,an infant son,Flavius Victor, 
an uncle,a mother and a daughter. Welsh tradition says he 
married Elen,daughter of Eudaf who was a chieftain from 
North Wales. A story called "The Dream of Macsen Wledig", 
Magnus Maximus was called Macsen in Welsh,situated Eudaf in 
the Roman fort of Caernarfon - Segontium. It has been 
suggested that Maximus' personal bodyguard were the Auxilium 
Palatinum Seguentienses later found in Illyricum where he 
was defeated in 388 A.D. 

Whether Magnus Maximus was a great hero or a despot later 
generation claimed descent from him and stories about the 
Emperor and his sons and daughters were passed down over the 
ages. Vortigern is,according to the Eliseg Pillar,a son-in­
law to Maximus by marriage to a daughter,Sevira. 

Finally to bring Magnus Maximus into the 20th century 
and the 1 1 600th anniversary of his proclamation S4C (the 
Welsh language TV channel) put on a film called "Macsen". 
It updated the legend of Macsen Wledig changing him from a 
Roman Emperor into a famous international pop singer, 
played by Geraint Jarman. The tale was filmed appropriately 
in and around Caernarfon. 
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, Rev1eUJ 
KING ARTHUR - KING OF GLAMORGAN & GWENT 
by A.T. Blackett and Alan Wilson. M.T.Byrd, 1983 

This A4 siz~ book consisting of 315 pages with 
hansome black ornamented cover tells: "The history 
of the Kings of the Arthurian Era. Proving the 
existence and power of the Dynasty,illustrating 
the,Anscestors and Successors of Arthur". The book 
is full of information,photographs.drawings,maus 
and tables. Its design is marred only by the lack 
of an'index and a series of inept illustrations 
depicted Arthurian characters. The text covers a 
wide variety of subjects including written evidence 
(e.g. the Welsh Annals,Nennius,Bede and the Anglo­
Saxon Chronicles,interpreted by the authors), 
cultural memory,folk lore and legends,literature 
and the 'history' of Arthur. Overall the text is 
not particularly exciting and at times heavy-
going - but certainly not unreadable. 

The central premise (as covered in D¾7) is 
that the Arthur of Geoffrey of Monmouth and others 
is a composite character made up of at least two 
'Arthurs'. It also lays out in graphic form a 
pedigree going back Bran son of Llyr and from 
'Arthur' to Iestyn ap Gwrgan (1091). Though they 
show four 'Arthurs' two are studied in detail. 

Arthur I is Anthun or Annun ap Macsen Wledig 
(the authors persist on calling Macsen Mascen) 
though he is shown as son of Victor son of Magnus 
Maximus and they point out that he was called 
Andragathius. (Victor _they say becom es Uther in 
Welsh ... yet Victoria in Welsh is Buddug,like the 
Brittonic Boudicca.) HiBtorians,however,call 
Andragathius a native of the Black Sea area 
(Zosimus IV 35.6) and Flavius Victor died an 
infant. Later the authors told me Annun was a son 
of Magnus Maximus by a previous marriage. It is 
from this first 'Arthur' that the more famous 
'Arthur',who fought the Saxons,is descended. 

--
Magnus Maximus 

I 
Victor (Uther) 

I 
Arthur I 
Andragathius 

I 
Teitheryn 

I 
Thathal 

I 
Teithfallt 
. I 
Tewdrig 

I . 
Meurig 

I 
Arthur II 
Arthwys/Athrwys 

This pedigree is a composite of 
three or more seperate genea ­
logies: 

Harleian 
MS 3859 
!lo 4 

Nacsen 
h!ledio 

Cotton MS Harelian 
Vespasian MS 3859 
(+ others) No 28 

I 0 

Annhun-Annwn Ddu 
Thathal 
Teidtheryn 
Teidfallt 
Tewdr ic -Teubudr ic 
Marchell Mouric 

The question is are those 
Brachan Arthuis 

the authors consider to be the same actual inter­
changeable. Is Annhun ap Macsen Wledig = to Annwn 
Ddu,called the King of Greece,and Tewdric,grand­
father of Brychan, = to Teudubric,grandsire of 
Athruis,whom the authors call Arthur II? 

The Athrwys,called by Messrs Blackett and 
Wilson Arthwys,Arthwyr or Arthur II,is definitely 
not fiction. There is plenty of evidence for his 
existence. However,the authors were not the 

• first to suggest that Athrwys ap Meurig is synon­
ymous with Arthur. This idea was first put forward 
by William Owen in his Cambrian Biography (1803) 
and though considered incorrect by early writers 
like Rice Rees and Taliessin Williams,it was later 
taken up by O Morien Morgan (1836-1921). 

Blackett and Wilson bring evidence such as 
the Book of Llandaff,the Lives of the Saints, 
folk lore and literature to bear on the reality 
of Athrwys being Arthur. They use genealogical 
evidence to pinpoint those saints who were 
related to Arthur. Then they show that these 
saints were actually relatives of Athrwys. There 
is a lot of research needed here to see if their 
corelations are correct and unfortunately space 
doesn't allow for such indepth study. Other 
suggestions made by the authors include certain 
famous Arthurian sites can be found in South-



East Wales ... including Camelot,Mount Badon, 
Arthur's burial place and so on. For instance, 
Camelot they say is a French corruption (Ca­
Melot) for the hill fort Caer Melyn. One of their 
reasons for searching SE Wales,they say,is that 
Walter Map,who wrote a story of Arthur in which 
his body is found in the Black Chapel,lived in 
this area. There is a Blackfriars in Cardiff and 
the Black Monks (Benedictines) had a monastery 
there. The monks at Glastonbury were also Black 
Monks but the authors write off Avalon as this 
place completely (and possibly rightly). 

,, 

' ' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
r 
r 
I 

An illustration based on a photograph in King 
Arthur - King of Glamorgan and Gwent p.305. It 
translates,according to the authors,as:- King 
Arthur son of Maurice (in Welsh: Brenhin Arthur 
ap Meurig). (I have ,following a comment by 
Geoffrey Ashe,consulted some experts on this Latin 
inscription and the translation is confused.) 

-
Returning finally to Athrwys ap Meurig,he can 

be found in the Book of Llandaff - once as a wit­
ness to a grant made by his father,once represent­
ed in a grant by th~s father and making a grant of 
his own. He is described as a King of the region of 
Gwent and it can be shown that he had some 
influence over an area called Erging. However;it 
cannot be shown that he was king of Glamorgan as 
well as Gwent. Certainly his father Meurig was 
king of Glamorgan,or as it was called then Glywy­
sing,while Athrwys' son Morgan became king of both 
kingdoms on the death of his grandfather. There 
is every indication that Athrwys died before his 
father. The authors put Arthur II dates as 491 -
570 saying that he was only wounded at the battle 
of Camlan. They also point that the reason why 
Gildas doesn't mention Arthur is that he had yet 
to become a king. According to Wendy Davies,who 
has done a recent study of the Llandaff Chaters, 
Meurig lived from c.585-665,Athrwys was alive c. 
605-655,active between 625-655,and Morgan ap 
Athrwys,lived from c.635-710,being active from 
c.665. 

For those who wish to read up the Book of 
Llandaff Messrs Wilson and Blackett have written 
a second book called Arthur and the Charters of 
the King~ reprinting the Rev. W.J. Rees' Liber 
Landavensis (1840) almost word for word. There is 
also two recent books by Wendy Davies: An Early 
Welsh Microcosm,Royal History Society,1978 (sub­
titled "Studies in the Llandaff Charters") and 
The Llandaff Charters,National Linbrary of Wales, 
1979. 

I feel at this point that I should stop and 
leave further discussion to Prof.Bedwyr Lewis 
Jones who is doing a review of this book for the 
Welsh Books Council. My feelings are mixed and I 
am without doubt confused by some of the material 
in this tome. There is no doubting that legend 
connects Arthur with South Wales ... the writings 
in Nennius and Geoffrey of Monmouth's Caerleon, 
to name a few. Have Blackett and Wilson discovered 
something significa~t or have they misinterpreted 
information avialable. I must leave the question 



unanswered ... but I perionally am doubtful. 

THE KING ARTHUR COMPANION The Legendary World· of 
Camelot and the Round Table. 
by Phyllis Ann Karr,Reston Publishing Co., 
Virginia,USA,1983. 

A glossary of people,places and things. Seven 
hundred entries with additional notes on such 
subject as strategy,cultural heritage,knighthood, 
·etc. It covers the later tales,e.g. Malory,but 
touches on some of the historical aspects. One 
interesting part is a tentative chronology of 
Arthur. This covers the years 410 A.D. to 465 A.D. 
You may find it strange to see such early dates 
for Arthur but two dates are specific in Malory: 
435 and 454 ... the first concerns Lancelot's re­
turn to Camelot and the second is about the 
arrival of Galahad. However in my edition it 
doesn't say 454 A.D. but: "And thus they went so 
long till that they came to the Seige Perilous, 
where they found letters newly written in gold 
which said: Four hundred winters and four and 
fifty accomplished after the passion of our Lord 
Jesu _ Christ ought this siege to be fulfilled." 
So you can add roughly thirty years on to the figure 
454 giving c.484. 
For those interested in the tales of Malory,etc., 
this book is a must. 

THE KING ARTHUR ILLUSTRATED GUIDE 
by R.J. Hutchings,Turan Publications,1983. 

This book concentrates mainly on the later 
material concerned with Arthur ... Tennyson in­
particular. Consisting of a mixture of text and 
photographs of places like Tintagel,Glastonbury, 
Caerleon,etc.,the book does take a glimpse at 
the historical Arthur. Unfortunately,unless Mr 
Hutchings has priviledged information,some of 
the material seems very imaginative. For example: 
Ambrosius Aurelianus leads the Britons against 
the Saxons at Badon,however "during the battle he 
died,and it seems that Arthur,then a young man, 
took over the command and totally defeated the 

-
enemy ••. ". 
It does have some interesting bits and pieces in 

• it but overall not really a book for students of 
the historical Arthur. 

A TRAVELLER'S GUIDE TO THE KINGDOMS .OF ARTHUR 
by Neil Fairburn,with photographs by Michael 
Cyprien,Evans Brothers Limited,1983. 

In contrast to the last book this is a real 
illustrated guide .... Consisting of 157 pages, 
covering nearly 200 places with more than 250 
photographs plus maps,this tome makes a good 
reference book,though a bit pricey at £8.95 
(hope it comes out in paperback). Apart from 
covering Arthurian sites in Britain and Brittany, 
from Alderley Edge to Wookey Hole (not Chewbacca's 
home),it also has sections discussing the Round 
Table,Camelot,Camlann,Arthur at War,Avalon,the 
Quest for the Holy Grail,Arthur in Brittany,Wales, 
the North and the West,Badon,Rex Futurus and the 
Birth of Arthur. 
I think this tome is a real must for students of 
Arthur the historical,folk lore,legendary and 
literary figure. 

AVALON TO CAMELOT Volume l,Number l,Fall 1983. 
Publisher: Freya Reeves Lambides,Editor: Debra N. 
Mancoff, Chicago,USA. 

Here is a real professional magazine A3 folded in 
size with excellent quality art paper and card 
cover. If the premier issue is anything to go by 
the future bodes well for this magazine. Features 
include: A long time ago in a kingdom far,far 
away .... about the Arthurian connections with the 
Star Wars saga (I must admit it had never hit me 
before reading this a~ticle). About Arms and Armor 
(Armour over here) in the Age of Arthur. ~.a most 
interesting article covering a difficult field. 
"Because my heart is pure" ... concerning Burne­
Jones and Tennyson's "Sir Galahad". Columns in­
clude the Arthurian Legend in the Arts,Primary 
works in translation,Arthur and Ancient Britain, 



Etymological explorations,the Quest for the 
Historical Arthur,Methods and Approaches to 
Teaching,plus reviews,news and information on 
other societies and journals. 
I found little to criticise about the magazine 
except for a badly drawn map. 

Finally,a number of other books have come to my 
attention recently which I have yet to get copies of 
or haven't yet read. One is Mary Stewart's latest: 
The Wicked Day (if anyone would like to-review it I 
would be very grateful). The others are history • 
books called: Barbarians and Romans The Birth 
Struggle of Europe,A.D. 400-700 by Justine Davis 
Randers-Pehrson,and Dark Age Britain by Robert 
Jackson. More about these in the next issue. 

The whole truth 
and ·nothing but the truth? 

by KURT HUNTER-MANN 

I began to read Chris Barber's article on the work of 
Tony Blackett and Alan Wilson with interest and hope; but 
I find myself writing this reply filled with doubt and dis­
appointment. 

Blackett and Wilson discredit the Glastonbury legend by 
claiming that Aballach/Afallach,the allegd burial place of 
Arthur,is derived from the name of the province of Valentia. 
If this is true,it places Arthur's grave not in Glamorgan 
(as they suggest) but in Northern England,which is almost 
certainly the location of this province. 

It is stated that their Arthur I,Andragathius (son of 
Maxen Wledig) invaded Gaul in 383 A.D.,killed the Emperor 
Gratian anq fought Theodosius in 388 A.D. However,the Latin 
form of Arthur is Artorius,not Andragathius. Moreover, 
Andragathius was not Commander-in-Chief of the rebellion of 
383-88 A.D.,but a subordinate of the actual leader,Magnus 
Maximus - and the Welsh name for Magnus Maximus is 'Macsen 
Wledig' ,which is the name given by the authors for Andra­
gathius' father. Clearly either Blackett and Wilson,or 
Chris Barber,have got their facts confused here. 

Their Badon is located on the Western coast; how does 
this make any strategic sense in the context of the 
struggle between the Britons and Saxons around 500 A.D.? 
Surely this location is far too far to the West. 

A date of c.575 A.D. is claimed for Arthur's death,and 
they do seem to acknowledge the existence of Carolan; so 
have they valid reasons for ignoring the date of Arthur's 
death at Camlann given in the Welsh Easter Annals as 539 A.D.? 

From the glimpses we get of Blackett and Wilson's work, 
they seem to have relied heavily on bards and inscriptions. 
Bardic sources are notoriously unreliable,as the passing on 
of information by word of mouth from generation to generation 
is far more susceptible to addition,omission and alteration 
than written records (witness the Illiad,another product 
of bardic work,which brings all sorts of heroes from a 
number of generations in Greek history and legend together 
to sack Troy). This would explain why so many of the 
characters in the bardic sources mentioned related to Arthur 
and each other. Also,the alledged ancestor of Arthur,Bran,is 
not a king,but a Celtic god,adopted by the Britons into 
~enealogies in order to increase the status of their kings -
Just as the Saxon genealogies regarded Woden as the founder 
of their dynasties. 

Inscriptional evidence is no better. It is generally so 
vague as to open all sorts of interpretation. If the inscribt­
ions illustrated in Dragon 7 are intended only to prove that 
notables named Arthur existed in Migration Period Wales,this 
only confirms an already generally accepted point; as 
Blackett. and Wilson state,several members of British roy~l 
families over a number of generations were named Arthur. 

If the authors are suggesting that these inscriptions 
refer to the Arthur (alleged victor of Badon) ,how can they 
be sure that any of the Arthurs mentioned on inscriptions 
are their Arthur and not some relatively unimportant name­
sake? As a case in point,the two inscriptions illustrated in 
Dragon 7 have markedly different lettering styles indicating 
that they are not contemporary,and therefore refer to two 
different people. These inscriptions most certainly cannot 
be used as evidence that the Arthur was a king of Glamorgan. 

It would be unfair to condemn the whole of Blackett and 
Wilson's studies from such limited material received 
second-hand,but if the rest of their work is of a similar 
nature it does not bode well. 



• • • • to the sublime. 
( Part Two of a review of' Arthurian' fiction since 1950 ) 

by SANDRA GARSIDE NEVILLE 

The list below includes what I consider to be the best 
novels written about the 'Arthurian' period . There is no 
magic,the storyline is realistic. They give a good impression 
of what living in the Fifth and Sixth century may have been 
like. They are,in fact,historical reconstructions. 

The lists are,obviously,incomplete and I hope to add to 
them as I get hold of the books. 

THE SUBLIME 

Count Belisarius 
Cassells, 1938 
(Also in Penguin,1954,paperback. Still available) 
by Robert Graves 

Although not set in Post-Roman Britain (in fact in sixth 
century Byzantium) this book gives some idea of how the 
military Britain may have been arranged. The author's style 
is a little impenetrable at times,but it's worth reading. 

The Conscience of the King 
Faber & Faber Ltd., 1951 
by Alfred Duggan 

Again out of print. The grime and the grimness of the period 
is all there as seen through the eyes of British turncoat, 
Cerdic. The author's black comedy is hilarious,and,as Cerdic 
ends the book by saying,"It was fun while it lasted." Highly 
enjoyable. Second only to Sutcliff's 'Sword at Sunset'. 

The Lantern Bearers 
Oxford Univ. Press, 1959 
by Rosemary Sutcliff 

Happily still in print,like most of the author's 'Children's' 
novels. The period is treated sensibly,and believeably. It 
deals with the period just before Arthur's rise. 

Dawn Wind 
Oxford Univ. Press, 1961 
by Rosemary Sutcliff 

Britain/England after the demise of Arthur. Shows the conflict 
between Britons and Saxons as they come ·to terms with one 
another 

$word at Sunset 
Hodder & Stoughton 
by Rosemary Sutcliff 

Lamentably out of print,and also never been in paperback. 
The definitive 'Arthurian' novel. Realistic -the only magic 
is in the lyricism of the story telling. This book cannot be 
recommended too highly. 

The Eagles have Flown 
John Lane The Bodley Head, 1954 
by Henry Treece 

The author's 'Dark Age' novel for children. It includes 
Gildas' 'Infamous Five' kings. Quite readable,with a good 
setting. 

Lancelot 
Peter Owen, 1978 
by Peter Vansittart 

A very modern novel. It tends to be jerky,but is constantly 
interesting. Fairly realistic,the best 'Arthurian' novel of 
the seventies. 

MORE FROM SANDRA: 

The Way of the Wyrd 
Century, 1983 
by Dr Brian Bates 

A young Saxon monk is sent to an area of Britain not yet 
converted to Christianity,to find out about pagan religion. 
He meets a shaman and sorcerer,and learns about the pre­
Christian world view. 

Raven's Wind 
Heinemann, 1983 
by Victor Canning 

Set in 9th century Britain. 



The High Kings: Arthur's Celtic Ancestors 
Allen & -Unwin Ltd., 1983 
by Joy Chant 

A retelling of the stories of the legendary British kings 
from King Lear to Vortigern. Beautifully illustrated. 

The Lady of the Fountain 
Bran's Head Books (Frome Somerset) 
by Kathleen Herbert 

Set in the kingdoms of Lothian and Cumbria in around the 
7th century. 

(Many than~ to Sandll.a 6oh aLe. heJt hCUtd wo!Lk. .. . .6he b.:, 6Mt 
be~oming V!Lagon'.6 book. ~oMe.6pondent. One ,thing that puzzfe.-6 
me b.:, why Me theJte .6 o many 6 emaf e Wfl.d.e.M on Atr.;thU!Lian 
matie.M?) 

THE 'NORSEMAN· 
by ANTHONY TOMLINSON 

Another character from the 11th century; this time one 
of the warriors who followed Harold to the north of England 
on his ill-fated expedition which met with disaster at 
Stamford after the triumph of Fulford Gate in 1066. I've 
depicted him just after Fulford Gate as he surveys the 
carnage; at his feet lies a much battered shield,perhaps 
his own; and on his arm he bears his cloak which he'd 
removed for the fight. From his armour,helmet and mail 
shirt,he shows that he's a wealthy warrior; his wealth also 
manifests itself in his voluminous trousers,gathered at the 
knees. Just showing from under his mail-shirt is his padded 
under-garment which provides further protection,particularly 
from arrows and clubs; for mail is very poor at cushioning 
blows to the body and such a garment also,to some extent, 
prevent broken links from driving into a wound. His axe is 
the usual type in use amongst household troops in both 
Scandavavian and English armies of this period; note also 
the handle-binding which gives a better grip when plying 
the axe. 

This figure has been composed from a number of differ­
ent sources,tombstones,extant weapons,with a bit of guess­
work thrown in. 
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The Dark Ages ·Restored 
by CHRIS LOVEGROVE 

One of the stated aims of the Dragon Society is to find an 
alternative name for the Dark Ages,a designation which p~e­
sumably must be regarded as perjorative (Dark meaning Bar­
baric). Alternative names have of course been already 
considered in Dragon and some are already in use by scholars. 
These include: 

Sub Roman / Post Roman period 
Early Christian 
Arthurip.n 
Late Celtic 
Migration/Early Medieval 

Let us consider these for a moment. 

1 . SUB-ROMAN/POST-ROMAN 
These are primarily archaeologists' terrns,as they are general­
ly applied to structures and artifacts which indicate a 
degraded Roman culture (sub-Roman) or a culture without 
direct links with the Roman world (post-Roman). Sometimes 
these are equated with the fifth century (sub-Roman) or the 
sixth century (post-Roman) . Their use as terms have the draw­
back of defining culture only in relation to the Roman world 
(inapplicable to Ireland for example) and by implication 
disparaging other cultures. Such a use also ignores the 
continuity that individuals (eg Gildas) of the so-called 
post Roman pe~iod (the 6th century) felt with Roman language 
and institutions despite the departure of the legions. An 
unsatisfactory term therefore for non-archaeologists. 

2. EARLY CHRISTIAN 
This term is used by Charles Thomas,among others (eg in his 
Britain and Ireland in Early Christian Times 1971) : This 
suffers from the same problems as the use of sub- and post­
Roman. In defining a period (400-800) by reference to a 
religious culture it by implication disparages the strong 
pagan tradition that underlies much of this period,as well 
as ignoring the British Christian tradition before the 5th 
century. Another unsatisfactory term. 

3. ARTHURIAN 
Leslie Alcock and to a greater extent John Morris both 
favoured an identification link to the figure of Arthur 

(even if Alcock is now 'agnostic'). Alcock did so because 
Arthur stood midway between 367 and 634 (key dates when 
Britain came under exte rnal pressure) . Morris did so by 
analogy with the Carolingian period in France. Both histor­
ians made the assumption that Arthur not only e x isted but 
flourished c 500 ( the border between the sub- and post-
Roman periods). But b y strict scientific standards this will 
not do . The "Arthurian p eriod" ,like the "Dark Ages''. ,is an 
intensely emotive term,and is therefore also unsatisfactory. 

4. LATE CELTIC 
This term is much favoured by Lloyd Laing (eg The Archaeology 
of Late Celtic Britain and Ireland 1973). Although it is dis­
puted how much Celtic Britons were displaced by invaders, we 
cannot ignore the contributions made by these invaders,mainly 
from the Continent . And do Celts stop existing in the 13th 
century as Laing's book might imply (where Late Celtic= c 
400-1200)? He acknowledged that Early Christian,Dark Age, 
Post-Roman Iron Age,Arthurian or Early Medieval "seem to be 
emotive,restrictive or vague" but he must have found problems 
in justifying the inclusion of Scandavian influences in a 
book on Celtic Britain . 

5 . MIGRATION/EARLY MEDIEVAL 
The re terms are used by the Council for British Archaeologicy 
to describe excavations which are neither Prehistoric,Romano­
British,Medieval or Post-Medieval. By now the drawbacks of 
these terms are obvious - the first is "restrictive" ,the 
second "vague" (to use Laing's terms) . Medieval in any case 
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• means anything between the Ancients (ie post-Roman) and now 
(ie Modern). In reality the Renaissence period,when classical 
ideals and ideas were "re-born",is taken at the end of the 
Medieval period (though in some parts of Europe classical 
ideas never really died). In any case,migration (ie folk­
movements) occurred both before and after the period in 
question (and,of course,still does). 
6. DARK AGE 
This brings us back to that much abused term,the Dark Ages. 
A recent essay by Philip Rahtz ("The Dark Ages 400-700 AD", 
Chapter 10 in The· Archaeology of Somerset ed M Aston and I 
Burrow 1982) has examined models of "Dark Age" societies,not 
just in Britain but also in Greece (Mycenaean) and Central 
America (Mayan). By looking at the collapse of Roman 
society in Western Britain in the light of _similar collapses 
in other times and places we can start to make sense of what 
is happening. Here are the relevant areas examined: 
( 1) Collapse of central administration organisation 
(2) Collapse of traditional elite class 
(3) Collapse of centralised economy 
(4) Collapse of settlement and population 
(5) Aftermath development of romantic Dark Age myth 
(6) Aftermath transition to "lower/earlier" socio-political 
orqanisation. 
What emerges from such a study is that the main character­
istic of such periods is that they are TRANSI'I'IONAL (one of 
the terms considered in the Dragon questionnaire). To label 
them with some of the terms we have looked at is to imply a 
unity which they do not have,whether a unity of religion, 
population,political structure or personal rule. (Even 
"Medieval" · now implies a culture rather than a transition, 
its original meaning and use). 
What I am advocating is that the term Dark Age is the best 
term we have to describe this transition period between the 
collapse of centralised Roman power and the establishment of 
the concept of nations and states in Europe in later centur­
ies. It best describes the nature of the material we have to 
deal with - scant archaeological remains and the difficulty 
of its interpretation; and unreliable historical documents -
because 
(1) new power groups attempted to legitimise themselves by 
genealogies or deeds of conquest; 
(2) early chronicles personalised historical processes; 
(3) the old Golden Age . .i,s confused with the new Heroic Age. 

This ties in with what has been recognised in the Mycenaean 
and Mayan Dark Ages. It fits in well with much of continental 
European history as well as insular Britain (though not with 
Ireland) ,the areas most directly affected by Roman rule. 

The main agrument against the term "Dark Ages" is that it is 
emotive. It does not fit in with cultures defined by techno­
logy - Stone,Copper,Bronze,Chalcolithic,Iron,etc - or 
political power but appears to extol barbarism. (However we 
must remember that Barbarians were originally simply those 
who went "bar-bar", ie did not speak Greek!) 
But it is in the nature of transition periods that they are 
neither one animal or the other. And,in any case,what is 
wrong with the use of this emotive epithet? Does it not 
exactly capture the essense of whatever it is that draws our 
interest to this still obscure period in Northern Europe? Is 
anyone really fired with enthusiasm for the exact but rather 
clinical term "early Middle Ages" which demystifies merely 
to fit a rather exciting period into an unexiting historical 
scheme? 

ARTHUR 
What's in a name? 

by CHARLES W. EVANS-GUNTHER 

The name ARTHUR has intrigued scholars for 
many years. Today there seems to be a general 
acceptance that it is derived from a Latin 
source. In this article the writer intends to 
investigate the name approaching it from two 
possibly different directions: a) Latin and b) 
Celtic. 

a) The Artorii 

The name Artorius is first mentioned by Prof. 
Heinrich Zimmer in GOTTINGISCHE GELEHRTE ANZEIGEN 
(1890): 11 ••• dass Arthur ein romischer Name Artur 
oder Artorius sei ... 11 • In the same year John Rhys 
wrote that the Latin name Artorius and a Celtic 
god's name,Artor and the genitive Artoros,could 
yielQ the Welsh name Arthur. However,it was not 
until the nineteen twenties with James Douglas 



Brue~ and Kemp Malone that the Latin name of 
Artorius was really considered in any detail. 

The eariiest recorded member of the Artorii 
(which seems to be of Etruscan origin) was the 
phrscian to Octavianus (later the Emperor August­
us) Marcus Artorius. He drown after the battle of 
Actium in AD 31. Tacitus in his ANNALS mentions 
an Artoria Flaccilla wife of Decius Novius Prise­
us who was exiled because of his friendship with 
Seneca in AD 65. Five years later during the 
siege of Jerusalem another Artorii appears. In 
the writings of Josephus we are told a legionary 
named Artorius who by his wits saved himself 
from a burning house. 

The next Artorii is L.Artorius Castus,but we 
will return to him a little later. L.Artorius 
Pius Maximus,of Ephesus,was appointed legate at 
Heliopolis,Palestine,in the year AD 286,a year 
later he became proconsul and in 298 held the 
office of Prefect of the City of Rome. Fifty four 
years later C.Artorius Proculus held the senator­
ial office of rhetor,public speaker for municipal 
assemblies,in 352. A number of other Artorii are 
recorded including G.Artorius Germanianus and 
Artorius Iulianus Megethius. However of all the 
above only one has any substantial biographical 
details and equally only one is recorded to have 
been in Britain. This was Lucius Artorius Castus. 

Information concerning L.Artorius Castus has 
been found on two inscriptions found at Podstrana 
in Yugoslavia. They tell us of a soldier who 
bGgan his career as centurion of the III Galliica 
legion,moving on to the VI Ferrata,then the II 
Adiutrix followed by the V Macedonica. While with 
this legion he was promoted to Senior centurion. 
After that he became commandant of the Fleet at 
Misenum and then quartermaster of the VI Victrix 
in York. During his stay in Britain he led an 
expeditionary force against a rebellion in 
Armorica (Brittany). L.Artorius Castus finished 
his career as a second-grade procurator in Dal­
matia where he had a tomb made for himself. 

The dating of this character is not so easy 
and scholars seem to be divided between 184 and 

284. The author prefers the latter. The earlier 
dating comes at a bad time for Britain,first a 
wa r with th e Scottish tribes followed by a mutiny 
of Roman soldiers. In 284 Britain was a much more 
stable province while in France the bacaudae, 
bands of peasant brigands,terrorised the country­
side. It is very likely that the British exped­
itionary force went over around this time. The 
rebels were eventually defeated by Maximian in 
286. 

A number of scholars have connected the above 
memb~r of the gens Artorii to Arthur. Emphasis 
has been placed on the similarity between the 
Roman dux and Geoffrey of Monmouth's King ... both 
going into Europe to defeat an enemy. Certainly 
the names are similar and Malone points out that 
it is possible for the name ARTORIUS to become 
ARTHUR,at least phoneticallly. He shows that the 
1 0 1 is a longer 1 0 1 more like the 'U' of ARTHUR. 
When transliterated in Greek ARTORIUS becomes 
APTnPION thus indicating the longer 'U'. Other 
names have gone through similar transformations 
as Geoffrey Ashe in his SPECULUM article shows: 
Riothamus becomes Rhiadaf in Welsh. However, 
Riothamus is a Latinised version of the Celtic 
name Rigodamus. Though the name ARTORIUS can de­
finitely be recognized as being of Roman origin 
it is possible that the name ARTHUR is not de­
rived from it but rather from a Celtic name. 

b) Artorix 

Let us first look at the appearance of the 
name Arthur in both historical and mythological 
material. In the legends of the Invasions of 
Ireland we are told that a tribe under the leader­
ship of Nemed arrived sometime before the Celtic 
peoples. One of his sons was called Artur and he 
fought against the monsterous Formori. • 

Moving into the realms of history a British 
Arthur is found during the period when the Romans 
occupied most of the British Isles. It seems that 
Lughaidh mac Con (who was according to tradition 
deposed by Cormac mac Art around AD 250) had been 
exiled to Scotland. There he was taken in by one 



Beinne Britt,possibly a chieftain of the Votadini. 
Lughaidh married the chief's clauGht P-r and returned 
to Ireland .~egaining his throne with Beinne Britt 
and his army's help. One of the sons of this 
British chieftain was called Arthur. Later this 
Arthur joined the Fianna,a militia-like army led 
by the famous Finn mac Cumaill. 

Following the Arthur in question (who accord­
ing to tradition fougnt at the battle of Badon 
and died at Camlan) we move to later Arthurs. 
There was a son of Aedan mac Gabrain of Dalriada 
who died at the battle of the Miathi at the end 
of the sixth-century. Another Arthur was called 
the son of Pedr and ruled as prince of Dyfed at 
the turn of the seventh century. (His son Noe or 
Nowy is mentioned in one of the Llandaff Charters.) 
Then around AD62O a warrior called Mongan was 
slain by an Arthur who was called the son of Bicoir 
the Briton. A monk recorded in some Scottish docu­
ments of the late seventh century is listed as 
being Feradach the grandson of another Arthur. 
Finally in the LLANDAFF CHARTERS a witness to 
King Ithel ap Morgan of Glywysing giving land to 
Bishop Berthgwyn,in about 72O,is yet another 
Arthur. 

In the centuries that followed the names 
Artur,Artuir,Arturus and Arthur pop-up quite often. 
And then following the HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF 
BRITAIN by Geoffrey of Monmouth the name ARTHUR 
becomes as well used as some movie-star's name 
has been in the recent past. However,how Celtic 
is the name. 

Celtic names are usually made up of elements: 
Vercingetorix - ver=over,cinget-=warrior + rix= 
king,or Eporedorix=king of horses,or Dumnorix= 
king of the world, This making up of a name from 
different elements continued to be used by the 
descendants of the pre-Roman Celtic cultures. 
In Wales you have such names as: Maelgwn=dog of 
battle,or Cynfal=defence chief,orBrynmor=big hill, 
or Rhodri=circle king and so on. This system is 
not limited to Celtic peoples here are some 
Saxon examples: Aethelwine=noble friend,Cynric= 
royal ruler and Edward=rich guardian, 

The e lements of ARTHUR are arth and ur with 
th e possible meanin gs of 1 bear 1 and a transform­
ation of 1 orix 1 being 'king or l eader '. Let us 
look at the first element first. An ancient Celt 
whose name was found inscribed upon a stone in 
France was called Artogenus=bear born. Later we 
find this arth element becoming very common in 
Early Medieval Welsh names. Here are some examples: 
Arth,Arthafad,Arthafal,Arthanad,Arthbleid,Arth­
cumaun,Arthen,Arthfael,Arthfoddw,Arthgal,Arthgen, 
Arthlwys,Arthneu,Arthual,Arthur,Arthwg and Arthwys, 
Incidentally,tradition tells us that Arthur had 
an uncle Arthwg Frych and a cousin Arth ap Arthwg 
Frych, 

The component arth primarily means a bear,as 
in the animal,but it also represents the attri­
butes of that animal. So someone with the name 
Arthwg could be I bearlike I or I rough I or I fierce :•; 
like a bear. It is likely to stand for warriors 
of the most warlike kind. In fact i~ one of the 
versions of Nennius' HISTORY OF THE BRITONS a 
pun on the meaning of arth can be found. 

The ending of the name ARTHUR could well be 
a transformation of the ending of ARTORIX. A 
similar transformation can be found in the name 
Teutorigos or Teutorix becoming the modern 
Tudur. Variations of this name include: Tewdwr, 
Tudri and Tudor (Henry Tudor is called Harri 
Tudur in Welsh.) 

0

Rix is a common element of compound Celtic 
names and comes in a number of different forms 
including reg,reix,rex,ri,ric,rig and ris, Its 
meaning however is unclear. Certainly in many 
cases it means 'king,lord or ruler' but it• can 
also mean 'pre-eminent of its kind,great,immense' 
as shown in a note from D.Ellis Evans 1 GAULISH 
PERSONAL NAMES. Another possibility is adjectives 
1 royal,regal or kingly' mentioned in the above 
book and in Kenneth Jackson's interpretation 
of the name *Rigotamos - 'most kingly,most royal'. 

So we end up with the equal possiblities 
of the name ARTHUR being derived from either the 
Latin ARTORIUS or the Celtic ARTORIX. It is 



probable that ARTORIX could be a transliteration 
of ARTORIUS but that seems doubtful since there 
was a Celtic goddess called ARTIO and her symbol 
was a bear. ARTORIUS could however be a Latin 
version of ARTORIX but Latin for bear is ursus. 
Nevertheless we are told that the family of the 
Artorii came from Etruria and the Etruscans had 
strong links with the Celtic peoples. 

The author would like to finish this article 
by calling for further research into the names 
ARTORIUS and ARTORIX and their relationship with 
the name ARTHUR. 

Postscript: In a recent letter from Prof.D. 
Ellis Evans,Jesus College,Oxford,he remarks about 
the possibility of Artorix thus:- wwhether Arthur 
itself is a native name ... we cannot tell,although 
it is possible (unless it be from a form Artorius 
or the like). If '~Ar tor ix ( a native rix name) is 
the source one would -expect to find examples of 
*Arthy£,not Arthur - although here Arthur might be 
secondary." 
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by NIGEL VYE 

The purpose of this short article is to give an outline 
of the main gods of the pagan English who invaded Britain in 
the 5th and 6th centuries. 

The chief god seems to have been Woden,the Norse Odin 
and Old German Wotan. His main attributes were concerned 
with wisdom and cunning although he may have also been a 
god of war. The pagan English do not appear to have con­
sidered him fickle and deceitful as the later Norse did, 
but undoubtedly regarded him as reigning in the sky and 
"the Allfather". The majority of the royal families claimed 
descent from him. He is said to have gained his knowledge 
of the runes,a secret and magical alphabet,by the sacrifice 
of one of his eyes. The Norse associated the Valkeries, 
fiercesome female warriors,with him and although there is 
no evidence that the pagan English did the same,it is worth 
noting that the spear held by a warrior on the Sutton Hoo 
helmet appears to be guided by a winged figure. Placename 

Charm of Thunor's 
Hammer to be worn 
around the neck. 

Detail of Sutton Hoo helmet 
showing figure clasping spear 



evidence gives us the sites of several of his temples in 
this country such as Woodnedborough and Wormshill in Kent, 
Wednesbury in Staffs and Wensley in Derbyshire. 

Next in reverence to Woden is Thunor,the Norse Thor . 
Traditionalists associate him with thunder and lightning 
and a generally aggressive nature. Woden may have been 
worshipped by the nobility,the lower classes held Thunor 
in greater reverence. His symbol of a hammer was worn as a 
charm and the oak was sacred to him . This may have been 
caused the spectacle of lightning hitting such a tree,a 
reminder of his awesome might. He was said to ride across 
the sky on a chariot drawn by two goats,this causing the 
thunder and lightning. He is remembered in placenames such 
as Thunderfield in Surrey,Thurstable in Essex and Thund­
ridge in Herts. 

Tiw was undoubtably a god of war and was held by the 
German tribes to be the chief god,under the name Tiwaz. 
The Norse named him Tyr. Sacrifices of both humans and 
valuables,including such things as swords,armour and horse 
harness,found in Danish peat bogs are thought to have been 
made to him. It is known that some tribes sacrificed all 
captives and booty to him in order to ensure victory. The 
runic initial of his name was also carved on swords,spear 
and shields in order to obtain protection in battle. His 
name is remembered in Tysoe in Warwickshire and Tuesley in 
Surrey. 

Detail of . 
boar crest 
of Benty 
Grange 
helmet. 

Tiw 1 s 
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initi a l 
in runes. 

Finally the pagan English worshipped a number of 
fertility gods and goddesses in order to secure the abund­
ance of crops and fertility of livestock. The Norse gods 
Frey and Freyja appear in this context and interestly their 
names mean lord and lady in Old English,perhaps indicative 
of these gods original function. Their particular symbol 
was the boar and once again,this was used for protection. 

-
This is borne out by the symbol's use on helmets and also 
on swords,as mentioned in the epic Beowulf and seen on the 
Benty Grange helmet. 

Other fertility gods appear although mostly we only 
know of their names. This includes Eostre,who gave us the 
name Easter,Hretha,Njord and Saxnot,from whom the East 
Saxon Dynasty claimed descent. It is worth noting a 
particular Spring rite associated with these gods. This 
involved the driving of a sacred wagon around the country 
in which was said to ride the god. This action brought 
fruitfulness to the earth. After the journey was over the 
wagon was washed in a sacred lake by slaves who were then 
killed. 

For those wishing to put some 'meat' on these bare 
bones the following books are recommended:-
The Beginnings of English Society by D.Whitelock (Pelican) 
Gods and Myths of Northern Europe by H.R.Ellis Davidson 
(Pelican) 
The Foundation of England by H.P.R.Finberg (Paladin) 
Gods of the North by B.Branston (Thames & Hudson). 

We be gin this issue's Scrolls with two letters 
on the stirrup discussion begun in D*7. The first 
letter is from Peter Wilcox,author of Rome's 
Enemies: Germanics and Dacians.Osprey 1983: 

" ... As you will realize I can assume no kind 
of ultimate authority on ancient military equip­
ment. 

"Modern historians claim that the use of the 
stirrup by the Gothic cavalry at Adrianople en­
abled them to use shock tactics against the doomed 
legions of the eastern Empire. 

"Short of direct evidence for the use of the 
stirrup by the Goths or completely denying its 
use we can compromise. The earliest examples are 
found in Siracian graves dated to 1st century A.D. 
Unl e ss these steppe nomads kept them secret and 



they were reinvented in the 6th century; there 
must have been some kind of continuity of use 
through to the arrival of the Sarmatians in the 
western steppe,the adoption by the Goths of 
Sarmatian equipment may have included the stirrup. 
Wooden stirrups have been known in the Americas 
since the Spanish conquests. In Spain,they are 
rustic and ancient and may have been introduced by 
the Visi-goths. Their wooden composition could 
explain archaeological non-survival. 

"I would not dig my heels in regarding the 
existence or not of the stirr~p among Sarmatians, 
Goths or Post-Roman Britons,the known fact is 
that they did exist at least as far back as the 
1 s t c en t u r y A . D . (Ref : Pr of . T . Su 1--i. mi r s k i 
The Sarmatians. Thames Hudson,London.) among 
Inda-European nomads." 

Mr Wilcox then adds a P.S.: "New finds on the 
Eurasian steppe could push the advent of the 
s~irrup back even further into antiquity". He also 
wishe~ our soc~ety "all strength" .... Many thanks 
for his best wishes and the interesting letter. 
The second letter on the subject emanates from 
anoth e r Peter ... Peter Dearing Lambert.~.author of 
the original letter to the Guardian mentioned in 
the last issue of Dragon. 

"Referring to 'Scrolls' of the latest issue 
it is _courageous of you to re-open the stirrup 
question after Roger Webster,in 'The Horse at 
Badon' in _the ~ummer 

1
1982 Edition of Pendragon has 

characterised it as vexed and tedious~ Of course 
I do not agree with the sweeping suggestion that 
it is devoid of interest,and it is news to me-
and apparently to the Oxford Professor of Roman 
History- that it has preoccupied historians in 
the past,but this excellent article by Mr. Webster 
makes the valid point,overlooked by writers of 
historical fiction,the stirrups are quite unecess­
ary for normal riding. As you point out the Plains 
Indians,the modern Afghan tribesman,are proficient 
horseback warriors who would probably regard 
stirrups as an effete nuisance. As long as the 
horse is merely a means of transport and the 

warrior dismounts to fight there is no need for 
them. 

"I suggest that a heavily armoured man would 
need them,because with stiffer joints and a raised 
centre of gravity he probably could not remain on 
board without them. That is conjecture. What is 
not conjecture is that he would first need a big 
horse. Presumably a suitably large bred of horse 
was available to the Eastern Romans to mount their 
cataphractarii (incidentally there is no evidence 
of stirrups in representions of these,e.g. on 
Trajan's Column) but Mr. Webster makes a good case 
for the unlikelihood of the presence of large 
horses in fifth century Britain,pointing out that 
without careful maintainance it inevitably re­
verts to something like a New Forest pony. 

"A final paragraph of the letter in the 
Guardian which was not published went on to 
suggest two lines of practical research. Firstly 
it seems to me that archaeologists may be able to 
tell us about horse skeletons or the period (and 
indeed of the Romano-British period in general). 
If large horses were not available in the island 
it is probably idle to speculate about heavy 
cavalry needing stirrups. If Arthur used cavalry 
it was probably in the traditional Roman fashion 
and his only advantage would have been high 
mobility. Alternatively there is the theory of the 
horse-archer beloved of some fiction writeri (e.g. 
John Gloag: Artorius Rex). Against unarmoured 
infantry this would certainly be an instrument of 
attrition although,as the Crusaders later found 
in dealing with the Turks,the relatively small and 
weak bow which can be used from the saddle is not 
effective against rudimentary armour. Incidentally 
I have always assumed that the chariot was used in 
ancient times only because horses were not big 
enough to carry armoured man individually. As used 
by the Celts in a much more densely wooded and 
over-grown Britain it must have had severe limit­
ations. 

"The other line of enquiry would be for some­
one who is a better rider and braver than myself 
to don armour and try riding without stirrups,and 



in particular to go through the motions of fight­
ing on horse-back. With all due respect to Roger 
Willcox in the cartoon in the back of the last 
issue and to the repeated assertions in Encyclo­
pedias I have never understood how stirrups would 
help someone charging with the lance,since they 
would not resist a reaction force longitudinal 
of the horse. High pommels would,at the risk of 
breaking the rider's back. Where stirrups would 
come into their own would be in laying about one 
with a sword,axe or the like,if I am right in 
thinking that a heavily armoured man could not 
otherwise resist a tendency to fall off sideways, 
his legs rotating around the horse's belly. I 
think we can assume that leg-armour:. would be found 
essential because the thighs of a rider in convent­
ional Roman equipment would be too vulnerable,but 
this would add to the difficulty of gripping with 
the legs in appr~ved riding-school fashion." 

Roger's-cartoon actually appeared in Dragon 
6 otherwise I tend to agree with the points you 
have made. Maybe we should call upon Robert 
Taylor and the Arthurian Society to try out an 
experiment with horse,armour and stirrups ... 
how about it Robert. 

From one experiment to another and Roger,of 
the two Ells,who writes a little more about his 
Arthurian lessons: 

"On teaching - in general I follow a course 
of 'skills' based history,i.e. I give them 
materi~l - both secondary anJ primary -and then 
we set out the facts and everything else we can 
find. Dragon as I have said is very useful - it 
shows them current research,not just by academics 
but by people who are interested,it gets them 
involved,not only the brighter ones but even the 
low ability children enjoy working on Arthur -
they've all heard of him but most don't know the 
real man - they really enjoy finding out about 
him. The doubt surronding his actual identity,etc. 
also fascinates them - he's an ideal subject 
bringing together legend,archaeology,history, 
literature and a sort of 'detective' work. The 

Arthurian Romances also lead on to a st~dy of 
hivalry and the Middle Ages. I was delighted 

Chen one of my kids came up to me and discussed a 
;ilm he had seen on TV about Arthur - I think it 
was 'Siege of the Saxons' - referring not only to 
Dragon's film info. but also pointing out the 
film's inaccuracies. 

"I find that Arthur appeals to all levels of 
the children I teach,my lower ability ones do 
'project work' on the Arthurian period,e.g. hous­
ing,towns,costumes,warfare,etc. - they too refer 
to Dragon. One or two of them have given me germs 
of ideas for the 2 Ells cartoons." 

I must admit I am most impressed with Roger's 
work and would like to make a few suggestions ... 
first I would very much like him to write up on 
his lessons (this could also be sent to Avalon 
to Camelot which shows an interest in the 
teaching side of the subject); secondly,I would 
like to see the results of the children's work, 
projects and so on and _finally,I would very mu?h 
apprecia~e comments on Arthur from Roger's pupils. 
Many thanks Roger for the rundown on the teaching 
of Arthur in your school. 

Maybe Roger's students would agree with Richard 
Norton's request: 

"Can anyone enlarge on horse,mule and donkey 
colours in Roman and Arthur's times. Most illustr­
ations show horses in shades of brown with black 
manes and tails. Yet King Arthur was reputed to 
have ridden a white steed? Again were are the 
g~eys,piebalds,paliminos,etc. 

"Dogs to come to that were they milky hounds 
or shades of brown and black or doormat colour!!?" 

Good points Richard. He also asks for more on 
buildings,farming,weapons,dress and general living. 
I can tell you that I am planning an article on 
food and drink in the Dark Ages, if that i 's any 
help. However,I call on all members to write on 
something less military if possible ... not only to 
Richard's benefit but to us all. 

Finally Sandra Garside Neville makes a few 
suggestions concerning Dragon-moot· type visiting 
places: 



"MUCKING POST EXCAVATION 
"Mucking was a multi-period site dug from 1965 

to 1978. At present,Post-Ex. work is being under­
taken,under the direction of Mr M.U. Jones. The 
site is chiefly known for its Saxon p~ase,although 
it also has indications of Neolithic,Rronze Age 
and Roman settlement. To quote a report about 
Mucking: 

'Military belt fittings ... and weapons from 
graves,imply that at any rate the first Saxons to 
settle at Mucking were soldiers. It has been 
suggested that they were Germanic mercenaries 
posted to warn Roman London of suspicious shipping 
in the lower reaches of the Thames .... '. 

"So it has obvious appeal to serious Dark Age 
enthusiasts .... " 

Sandra points out that it would be adviseable 
to have a reasonably large group and that she 
can giv e further information if wanted. She also 
mentions an advert in The London Archaeo l ogist: 

"GUIDED WALKS 
"'Walking tours through Roman and Saxon London, 

from the Museum of London,2.30pm,Tuesdays to Sun­
days .... Each walk l asts abo11t 2 ½ours and costs 
£l.80;includi~ 3 an information sheet,or £1.20 for 
under 16s,students,claiments,senior citizens and 
parties by arrangement. Topics covered are: 
Roman London (Tuesday & Saturday),Saxon and 
Medieval London (Wednesday & Sunday). 111 

Many thanks for the information Sandra,it will 
~9me in u~e whether for moots or visits which are 
nothing to do with the club. 

Pie.M e. lle_e_p the_ a.Jttic..,le,6 and le.fteJL.6 c..oming. Fina.Uu, 
the_ 1.iize_ 06 ;th.,[,6 .,[,61.iue_ c..ala 601t an e_xplanation: I mcuj be_ 
v.,[,6.,[ting Japan in the_ SpJt.,[ng 1.io I uu.ll no.t be_ able_ to do 
muc..h wo1tk on V1tagon a6te_1t that 601t about .two mon.th6. So 
;th.,[,6 .,[,61.iue_ .,[,6 a bumpe_1t 40 page_ mag ... the_ ne.xt,whi.c..h will 
appe_a1t Mound .the_ middle_ o 6 Apltil ( de_pe_ncung on whe,;the_1t .the. 
vii.id mat~ e,6) , wil,t be_ fe,6-6 .than halo thi-6 1.iize_. 
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