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iF THE CAP FITS ... Chris Lovegrove,

Cerrain ideas and themes always reappear at interval=
throughout history despite suppression by antagonists or
£ven over-saturation and subsequent obscurity. Alan
MoGlashan's The Savage & the Beautiful mentions this, and %
leseph Campbell's The Hero with a Thousand Faces is also
concerned with this aspect. Whether this is due to the
facing of archetypes from our collective unconscious, 01
the efforts of initiates of some underground mystic frateys.
nity I don't claim to know! But charting the progress is
zlways interesting, so here goes.

Avid Pendragon readers will doubtless remember an article

Vol 6 No 1 {March 1972) where Jess Foster drew attention
t+« Phrygian caps and their associations. Here is a resume of v
1ts main points in a chronological framework with some add-:d
points of interest,

Phrygians are mentioned by Homer as settled in a region
1t Asia Minor later celebrated as the kingdom of Gordius and
Midas (who you will remember as gifted with the touch of
=a1ld). The liberia or Persian cap (fig. ]) was worn in thi
last stage of Mithraic initiation rituals (the 7th) and wn:
also seen worn by the god himself(fig. 2) A Persian prophtecy
spoke of a star that would lead Magi to the birthplace of
the saviour Mithras in a cave on a mountain top. His birth
was said to have been attended by shepherds with their
flouks.

A mosaic from San Apollinaire in Ravenna (fig.3) depiots .
i+ Magi bringing gifts to the newly born saviour Christ.
They wear Parthian dress (cloak, coat, trousers and cap)
~id the gifts dinclude gold. Lt seems possible that the
Tnristian artist was aware of the Mithraic undertomnes (s.ow s

J.R.Hinnells, Persian Mythology, Hamlyn).

A MS in the British Museum shows the killing of Thomas
Backet shown at the altar of Canterbury, Christmas 1170/1.
The fatal stroke is delivered by Reginald FitzUrse (Son of
the Bear) and from Becket's head falls a Cap (fig.W). In
Michael Harrison’s Roots of Witchcraft the suggestion is
that Becket was a surrogate victim for Henry II "the 1ncar
nnate God of the 01ld Religion".

At the top of the second gallery in the north tower of
Totre Dame, Paris, is a stone relief of an alchemist (fig. 5.
e wears a cape and a Phrygian cap whose peak flops backwn o
e cap is an attribute of the Adept who has achieved the
nhllOSOphlcal gold (Fulcanelli,lLe Mystere des Cathédrales). -
Pzracelsus (1493-1541) postulated created beings who inbab-
1itaed the four elements, Fire, Water, Earth, Air. unomes weie
said to preside over the inner parts of the earth and itc
tyreasures, like the dwarves of Teutonic folklore.

Fulcanelli reminds us that the cap reappeared in the l1dth
cantury as a "protective talisman® of the republican o

‘LH*tGH in the midst of revolutionary slaughter in ¢ ‘
it a later appearance 1s yet to come, and perhaps 1 wight

N

Ur nllowed a note of whimsy here. Everyone must remember N
the "large blue craterpillar sitting on the top of the nu b -
veon. with its arms folded, quietly smoking a long hoohbw:”

"rom Alice in Wonderland (eee M.Gardner, The Annotated A"ZL}
it would be nice to see a Phrygian cap in Tenniel's drawing «-

. rne Turkophile larval!l{fig.6)
(: o Pollard has reminded me of similar headgear worn
Pitersn lamas. Have readers any ideas on this?)
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"ARTHUR DOESN'T LIVE H

& Thought Cffering to

King Arthur's last sad battl

as the battle 'of Camlann', or

is most frequently located on t

bury in ESomerset, ¢r at Cauelfo

Vornwall.
The link with Camelford in C

Monmouth's statemen
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Thely that when e left Winchester modred
frand already deﬂlded where he meant to fight. This would be a
gpot which ne zould reacn by a fast march, with a defensive
&5l robably on a river, where he could dispose h::
re Arthuris army overtook him. A strongpoinf
dgquarters or final stronghold would be an ad:
¢r Cam and Scuth Cadbury would seem to be jﬂgt
on all counts,
is was tho actual location of the battle how did
stretched into Camlan, and how did such a simple wocrd,
as Cam get confused and its location forgottean ? 1 think that”
Camlan 1s a late version of the name, and comes from Welsh
sources such as Glraldus. Other early sources give a variety
of versions, as for instance:- Kemelen in Cornwall {(gless in
distory of uvents at Glastonbury), Camilan and Cambalanicus
5 Camblan (Matthew Florilegus), Cambula (Geoffrey of
and Cambalanicus (Leland). The interesting rint
h all these versions contein or suggest three syllobhles?
ag 0pposad Lo the one or two syllables of Cam or Camel. Look-
ad

mé

w0

l._

ing ai the wmap ci.c sees Lo the north of the Cam ancther river
= the Alhaw. And ¢n this river there is King Arthur's Bridge,

We krow that the battle was a long and desperate one, and .
e ttizs in those 14V§ were often running fights, swaying to
G v over quote long alstances. Could this one have begun

on the Cam and ended in the confrontation of Modred and

>

Lrthur beside the Alham ? Then i1t would have been properly
d*scrloed as the ﬂaLvle(ﬁ) on the rivers Cam and Alham. Buil =«
21 dIncorrecrt repetilfion by persons who lnew nothing of the
aciual arca could have led to the loss of the plurals and the
closing up of Cam-Alham into Cambalan, Camilan, Kemelen, Caum-
Llan, Camian. .
[r din fect the last rhase of the battle, and Arthur's fal-’
al wounding, tool place beside the Alham, the story that his
:Udy was removed Lhence by barge to Avalon is quite credible.
e small waterman's boat (not the mystic barge of the leg-
envs could well have been used to carvy him down the Alhawm Iin-
Lo the Brue, and down ihe Brue tc a landing point very clos=e o
to the Island of Avalone













