

















i+ +it bt S ti o *l

The sea-women differ from their sisters of the iniand

meres. They are tricky, they have no souls, and can only +:~

survive death by marrying a man, When they have done s0,
they are indifferent to him. They may leave him after a

while. When luring him, they have no scruples. If he is +:

a sailor, they lead him to death in Davy Janes's Locker,
where sunken treasure is kept.

A cynic might say that this illustrates the differ-
ence between a man's ideal partner and the wife that he
gets. But it is the difference between the trarcuillity of
a lake and the dangers in winning treasure, or fish,
from the ocean. Seas and lakes are both store-houses, in
whose depths riches lie like gold in a bank vault.

No matter how severe a man's life is, he can always
reflect that a way to change it exists underwater, if he

could but reach it. There are riches in store, either 4

Aladdin's Cave or some other form of hidden treasure.
The modern equivalent is winning the pools; riches under

water, once again. : +1

Wealth under water is like lager laid down to mature.

It grows in strength until it can break.down nations. 4

Esoterically, water is the means by which the force of
fire is tamed into earthly channels. The American Indians

failed to realise this, and the white man's Fire-water -

was their downfall.

Lancelot of the Lake, in this view, was the downfall
of Arthur because he was the agent of a water-spirit,the
only elemental that could oppose the fire of the king.The

symbol of Arthur is his sword Excalibur, and a sword is +:

the rire weapon. sxcalibur came out of a stone (Barth) and
went into a lake (Water). Only water could control it.

411 that this means is that a medieval poet knew that'’

if a situation arises where one of the rour rlements pre-
dominates, it can best be opposed by its opposite. nNot a

very profound conclusion ? But it is ! It is nnt always +:

realised that the Four Element theory of natuv.., 5till
widely held in the period when the Arthurian cycle was
being developed, had a considerable influence upon it.

The modern school of literary analysis of the Arthur-
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ian cycle owes a great deal to the work done at Manchesteg .

Universitv. of which I am proud to-be a graduate. 1f one
refers, for instance, to Bogdanow's “The Romance of the
Grail™ (M,U.P., 1966) a curious fact becomes apparent
between the Vulgate cycle, circa 1230, based on, but not
wholly by Robert de Boron's earlier work, and the Post-
Vulgate cycle, formerly called "pseudo-Boron", and prob-
ably by several French authors.

This fact is the growth of emphasis on Merlin,

Lancelot, and incidents connected with water. The origin-+:

al Arthurian story, with its fairly straight-forward
development, splits off into a host of anecdotes, put-
ting one in mind of results obta’ned from a psychologist's
free-association tests. It is as if the story has acted
like a catalyst dropped into the Anglo-Norman society of

the time, causing all sorts of buried tensions to be + 7

released. The most significant, tc my mind, is the growth
i+ +o 4 +1+ o+
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symbolised by the Ibis bird, did the same for the Lgyptians
teaching them mathematics, literacy and magicy; afterwards the

=¥ Greeks called THOTH HERMES TRISMECGLETUS, and his name appears
frequently in cur “uropesan bpeech in varicus forms.

Water has always played a blg part in the associations of
+—+divinities with mankind, and baptism is as always a sisnificant
ceremony in Christianity.

From John Brooke, Vorthing, SusseXx.

+o+
We learn from Dr. Scott Littleton {wher God preserve) of the
Occidental College that, circa 150 42, a Romar Coummanier. one
Lucius Artorius “astus by name, appiied to MARCUS AURELIUS (who
'=* pecame Emperor in 161 AD) for some 5,500 Sarmatians, who had
been captured in Hungary, to accomvany him to Britain. It seems
that the gallant Castus had been arpointed to some command in
+-+North Britain as part of the garrison of the “Wzil. 7o ogoen or 1o
state that these troops were Cataphracti. It must be presumwi
that he was not referrlng to cataphractarll as these did not
appear till many years later. Presumably these horsemen were the

.
*=* fore-runners of the famous Hungarian Hussars; in other words, they

were light cavalry.
Presumably these Sarmatians had become Feocderali and were
+=+0fficered by their own cfficers under a Roman commander. Dr.
Littleton goes on to inform us that these men were so impressed
by their commander that subsequent commanders were known as "the
Artorius". This rank, similar to that adopted for the early

:+Emperors, continued until the late 5th century. Thenrn the commander *

of the British forces was known as the Artorius; hence Arthur cf
legend.,
P L.et us examine the above skatements in some detail. First
did Castus receive his foederati ? There is no trace in the DO of
such a body of troops operating on, or near, the Wall. (DO stands
for Dignitate Occidentalis and was the "Army List" of the periods
*mentioned.) Secondly, such a large number of specialist troops
(almost Legion strength) would never have been permitted to oper-
ate together in the same location. It would have been c¢ontrary to
+=+ Roman policy -- for obvious reasons. Thirdly, such a large body

of cavalry would not have been required in the district mentioned. .

It is ;rssible that a number of units, in squadron strength,
would have been posted at theé major forts on ths Wall as part of

=* the Regular Legions. A similar state of affairs existed on the
Frontier of Imdia. On the Baluchistan-Indian sector only one
cavalry regiment was employed (a second being within call):

+=+ throughout the whole of the North-West Frontier Province only one

brigade was stationed, numbering three regimentz. As in the case
of Hadrian's Wall, the main garrison consisted of infantry and

artlllery In the case of the Wall garrison. cavalry would have been

* required only to pursue such Picts as had been repelled by the
infantry. It can, therefore, be safely assumed that no such large
body of these foederati were attached to the Wall.

e Regarding the use of the name "ARTORIUS" to indicate their
chief leader; this, surely, is absurd ? "Castus's Own" perhaps
(Cataphracti Casti) but certainly not Artori, Assuming that these

+=+ troops were cataphracti, though it is thousght that they were
scutarii, there is no trace of such a unit or formation in Prit-
ain at the time of Theodosius's expedition. The only cavalry reri-

. ment specifically mentiored is the Scutarii AURELIACI. This regi-

'“'ment never appeared on the rolls of the Roman Army before then
and is shewn as jeining Theosius or his arrival. It is thought
that this unit wag, the hougepold bucellarii of the Aurelianus
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was I, O man ! my name Phocis the Hariner."

Bond thought that the temple was built in the place
of that name on the edge of Bodmin Moor, but the mention
of forest-lands and marshes suggests Glastonbury. The best
harbour between Tintagel and the Camel is at Port Isaac.

A bearing from here to Glastonbury is at 67 , which would
be the position of sunrise at the beginning of May and the
beginning of August. Such a line forms a well-marked ley
from Port Isaac. It passes through Moon's Park, which i1s
half a mile south west of Delabole; Delabole church; a
tumulus at Bath's Plot, at map reference 135870, which is
at the top of a hill at a spot height of 1001l feet, by

the junction of the A 39 Eideford to Camelford road with
the A %395 to Hallworthy and a c¢lass 3 road from Bray Down
to errabury and a tumulus at Tregray, at 179890. It also
Lzsses through the site of a pre-~historic stone at Slaught-
er fridge, near Camelford Station. At the Glastonbury end
il passes through liiddlezoy and over Friest Hill.

Juncan, in his book 'Devon and Cornwall', page 166,
reaarks on the extraordinary fact that Port Isasc is con-
nected with the legends of both Arthur and Tristan and
Isolde. It seems likely that the Ygeuguilt in Bligh Bond's
script was Isolde. Was Tristram the passenger on the
ihoenician's boat ? The association with Arthur and the
round table connects the myth with the ~wodiac and there-
forz with Glestonbury. Was the 'tenple such as was of old
in Judaa™ Mrs. Mazltwood's Temple of the Stars, the Glas-
tondbury zodiac ?

Duncan remarks on the resemblance of bocth Arthur and
Tristan to St. George, in that they 211 slew monsters. At
the end of Bligh Bond's script the source refers to him-
self as "Phocis the Mariner". This could be a reference to
his origin in Phocis, a state in ancient Greece. It was
here that Apollo glew the immensely strong Phorbas, who
was preying on pilgrims, a deed of the typs carried out
by Arthur, Tristan and St. George. Apollo also killed
Pythen in order to establish his shirine at Delphi. This
really means that he gained control of the Earth Power,
symbolised by Python thrashing about among the trees
after Apcllo had mortally wounced it with one of the
srrows wnich Hephaestos had forged for him. The dead body
of Python was placed beneath the oracle at Delphi, that
is the tamed Serpent Power was located there. The relat-
ionship between serpent and dragon is confirmed in Christ-
ian symbolism, for example at Chartres. Over the north +:+
door of the cathedral Moses is shcwn holding a tablet out
0of which rises a pillar with the body of a winged serpent
coiled arcund it. (%) The tablet has the same shape as +:+
the zpsidal plan of the choir at Chartres, 'apse' being a
pun on 'asp', a kind of snake., It is also the shape of the
cmphalos stones found at Delphi and other oracle centres, +:+
which Robert Temnle discusses in "The Sirius Mystery". (6)

This brings us back tc Glastonbury. The Tor is one of
the major centres of Serpent Power in Britsin. Arthur 1is +:+
the British Apollo whose hunt of the Wild Boar, the search
for the Twrch or Truth, the 'tour' of the Templars, (7) is
the path of initiation, in following which the dragon must
be slain.

i+

+: 4










