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PENDRAGON 

Journal of The Pendragon .'.:iocietyo VoL.10. No, 2,, 

February 1977 ._, 

Correspondence should be addressed to The Hon. Sec. 
Garden Flat~ 22 Alma Road, Clifton, Bristol ~ BS8 2BY. 

0 YOU WONDERFUL PEOPLE 

Just a few days before Christmas we sent out a 
call for help. By Twelfth Night our call had been 
answered and you had sent us the £100 we needed to buy 
ourselves a corner at Olympia in April , Many ~ many 
grateful thanks to all our kind, suporting members! 

For the benefit of those who did not, for one reason 
or another, receive an appeal letter (mbstly because we 
have leaned too heavily on them in the past) let us start 
again at the beginning: 

OLYMPIA E X H I B I T I O N 19th --24th o April 

TO CELEBRATE 

THE QUEEN'S SILVER JUBILEE 

The first lnternational FESTIVAL OF MIND & BODY ---

*·* 

*:* 

"Th ere has recentl y been an enormous explosion of * • * 
interest in Meditation j Religion, Dietrics, Astrology , 
Heal th Foods and Physical Fitness , The Festival intends 
to be a gateway for tho usands of peo ple to find inform- * • * 
ation previously confined to the fewo .. 

"The Festival has been selected and granted a licence 
to be part of the Queen's official Silver Jubilee Cele- *·* 
brations, The festivities highlight a national appeal, 
inspired and led by the Prince of Wales, _ 1 to enable the 
whole nation to commemorate the 25 yea. rs of the Queen's*·* 
reign~ to express its affection for her and its grati t-
ude for her serviceo- It enables everyone in the Realm, 
individual, company and ins ti tu tion to show their thank- * • * 
fulness for the past and, in doing so, to benefit the 
future- By her Majesty's own wish the appeal is dedicated 
to young people", ,, to help them help others," * : * 

This is an extract from the first newsheet issued 
from the organisers of the Festival~ The Pendragon Societi.* 
has been very warmly invited to join in the Exhibition • 
and a stand has been booked. We hope that all our members 
and friends from everywhere will come to see us at Olympii. -x-
in London in 1977, • 

To book even a small stand at the show costs £300. We 
·JI-:* deci ..J.ed instantly to sh;:;re with t vro o th e·r groups and -- * • * 

as there was no time to raise money by our own efforts 
in Bristol --we sent out the appeal that was so promptly 

* : * answered. 'l'he cheque to clinch our arrangements with the * • * 
other groups was posted off on January 7th , so we are in , 
with the intention of showing that Arthur is alive and 

*:* *:* 
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well and living in Britain. 

Many oth er expenses lie ahead -- for lighting, in­
surance etc_ We invented several exciting features to 

* · * 

* · * . 

amuse the young but now realise that space is goi n g to be* : * 
so scanty we must confine ourselves to a wa l l e::hi bi tion 
c--:.n rJ th e pr o ;luc t i on of magazines. and pamphl et r-;. Th e organ­
isers visualise 15 ,_000 people a day pa ssing throu gh the * • * 
gates : just how much Arthurian propaganda should be 
prepared in advance ~ we wonder . For an occasion such as 
this .w.e must obviously send out O\i.llr ma terial to pro ­
fessional ptinters. 

The wholearea o f Olyrn1Jia 3 we have b een told , is to 
be bathed in the various colours of the spe c trum . The 
various Societies and Groups such as ours wilJL be hous­
ed in one long row of cubicles in the pale , pastel reg­
ion under the heading nf Esoteric and Ancient Wisdoms. 
C_ome and Hnd us at "No. 52 Amethyst Row" o We shall be 
next to the Community from Findhorn. 

There is to be full Press coverage for the previous 
week and during the week of the Festival: we hope that 
some of this will trickle across the Atlantic . We also 
hope tha t the media will not, as is their usual custom ,_ 
depict us to the world as a bunch of dotty oddballs , 
merely t here to provide light relief... One journalist 
has alreadv uoin ted out that Prince Charles (who is i n . 
overall. ch~rge of all the Jubilee Festivities) takes 
the show seriously, 11 though with Prince Charles 's sense 
o.f humo.ur , of course , one never knows." 

Anyhow, the , organisers say tria t "The Them e of the 
Festival will be one of giving and co --operati on." That 
the Festival of Body and Mi nd "will be on_e family fo c­
u sing on the future . a living experience for people to 
enjo y • .1' ' 

Who knows ? Maybe we shall be there to see Britain 
actually drawing the Sword from the Anvil. 

*. *· 

THE WINCHESTER ROUND 'l'ABLE 

Graham Wilson , initiator of the Festival , has said 
that it is ta be "a communications link for all those 
whose shared concern. is for the oneness of mankind." 

Well,. how could this be better symbolised than by 
a presenta tion of King Arthur 's Round Table ? Of course 
we intend to feature this at our stall. 

'I'h e Pendr agon originated in Winchester where, as 
all the world knows,_ a huge replica of the table hangs 
inside the Law Courts on the old castle wall . ln our 
early!_ days we tried to persuade the authorities to have 
this t able s.cien.ti fic ally dated •. Our request was igno re, 
yet now -- fifteen yea rs later -- this has actual ly b e en 
clon e and a r ecent '11 V programme c reated enormous public 
interest,. Let us quote from the "Telegraph" the follow­
ing day,. 

11I t was a performance to make Sherlock Holmes 
look like a boy s cout . There wa s Ceci l Hewitt , a mas ter­
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joinert who to.ck one look at the Tabl e's underpinnings 
and said it must have been made between. 1250 and 1.3500 
There was Robert Otlett,. a boffin f rom .tiarwell, who used 
carbon dating to get a similar resul.t. 

+" 

Dr. Pamela Tudor Craig, an art histm rian, proved that +" 
the picture on the Table of nenry Vlll, and had been 
painted between 1518 ~ was irrelevant , but 
f.un .. +" 

I) 

But they had nothing o n Prof. A.C. B&refoot (like a 
human. woodpecker) who. is a t ree ring dater, which was why 
he wanted all th ose wood core s amp} e s .. At one stage he was 
seen. boring into the t imbers , of H. M.S. Victory, which I 
would have thought was lese ~ajeste. 

He took them all b2.cl: to North Carolina, ran them 
through his compu ts r~ and announced that the wood in the 
Table ~ust have been fel led in 1336 . 

I n another column of the same paper another journalist re­
po,rted: 

Th e Table is not 1500 years old, but was built in the 
time of Edward 111 at about the year 1336. 

Bomantics may not be comforted by the vi ew of Hr . 
Martin Bi ddl.e, director of the Winchester Research Unit, 
wh.o said of the two-ton oak Table_ yest ,3rday: "We haven' t 
destroyed th e l egend a t all, we are creating a new oneo 
After all L no histori an has ever a cc epted that t his was 
Ki ng Arthur•s Table." 

The age of the Table h as been established in a modern 
sci en tific way •. The expert s are; delight ed b ecause i t has 
proved how accurate ~he two separa ted methods can be. One 
which is radi oacti v e car1-ion dating established a date --
1330 at the be ginning_o! Edward 0 s reign -- he was besotted 
by th e Ar thurian legend . 'l'h e other by tree rings from 40 
diffe rent oak trees, gave the y ear 1323 . 

The Table was X-raye d 224 tim es. Traces of both death 
watc.h and furniture beetle were found, but had been quies­
cent for a century. The Te.ble, with its classi c medieval 
decorations o f red and green , looked slightly incongruous 
on. the mo dern. steelwork green plinth and surrounded by 
sea f fo.l ding. 

Aithough it seems that King Arthur never dined at the 
table, it is stil'..l some comfort to know tha ~ it was admir­
ed by Henry Vl.11 ~- who inv.i ted the Emperor Charles V a f 
Germany and Spain to see it on his way to Southampton . As 
was the c.ustom of the day the portrait of King Arthur was 
slightly altered by some obsequious local worthies, who 
superimpose d King Henry's head , Mr. Biddle said : "We are 
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trying to establish when firs t Kin g Henry grew a beard. 11 

The names of th e k n i gh t ,s a r e rather a hotchpotch accord- + 11 

ing to the historians. One of them,known as Le Beau Disconnu , 
was appa-r 1=mtly a n unk no wn Kni ght who somehow got hi mself a 
place of hono.ur in th e legend. +" 

The 'l'able is peppered with bullet holes from the time of 
the civil. war& The e v:idence of the snots fired can still be 
seen on parts of the 'fable and, more dramatically, in the +" 
King's portrait . 

There followed quite a considera ble ,:1.mount of corres-rnnri-+" 
ence in the newspapers . Her ewith extracts from two letters ~ 
the first from a Mr . Dodsworth of Kent: 

11 + A di s tant bell rang as I wat ch ed • Th e Myst ery of King +" 
Arthu's Round Table'o On inve stiga tion in "Th e Age of Chiv­
alr:y 11 by Arthur Bryant I found that , f ollowing Edward 111 1 s 

n+ return from France in January 131+4 , . a j oust vre.s h eld at +" 
Windsor and during this tournament Edwa rd decided to re-
create the 110rder of tne Round Ta b:1..8 11 • 

11 + To this end he commissioned the large round tower that + " 
is still the main feature of Win.dsor Castle -- this circu-
lar tower was to house the mystic table for the knights 1 

"+ annual Whitsun tide. feast. Wo-rk on. the tower commenced al- + 11 

mo.st immediately on Feb .. 16th. 1344; William or John of 
Ramsey was the mason responsible for the erection of the 

11 + Tower and William Hurley the Royal Carpenter for the build- + 11 

ing of the Table,.. (These two men we r e also r esponsible for 
another of England ' s architectural gems - -the Lan tern Tower 

11 + of Ely Cathedral , its elf a mystery of design,) +" 
Having ordered th e tower and table, . Edward travelled to 

E'rance , not. returning until a fter his mj_ Gh ty triumph of arm s 
"+ at Crecy in August 1346,. + 11 

A second letter, this one f r om a Nigel Saul of Oxford. 

"+ It i .s unnecessary to identify the Winchester Table with + 11 

the Garter when the Arthurian legend itself was the centre 
of an active cult. In 1..328 , for example, Roger Mortimer held 

1'+ a series of Round Table.s at Bedford.,. where the knights play- +" 
ed the parts of King Arthur and his peers. 1 f the Winchester 
Table was indeed made for Edward 111 , then we must now regard 

11 + that king as an Arthurian enthusiast and propagandist in the +" 
tradition of Edward 1, his gr andfather, who held Round Tables 
iTu . North Wales. 

"+ 

"+ 

"+ 

Mo.re puzzling is the identity of the master carpenter who 
created the remarka.ble table. Could it perhaps have been 
William de Hurley 1 the geni us to whom the near-contemporary 
Oc.tagon lantern of El y Cathedral has been attributed? 
Neverthel.ess, .. whoever was responsi ble , we will have to re­
vi.s .e upwards our a.pinion, of King Edward 111 and his crafts­
men. 

Finall y, , f r o.m a Mr . Arnold in Norfolk: 

I wonder if the t ree- r i ng da tin g metho·d has taken in to 
account the period of seasoning of English hardwoods ? In 
those days furni.ture makers used timber which had taken years 
to season (it was not un c ommon to leave oak to season for 
upwards of 20 years.J If this is so the two dates of 1338 and 
1348 c ould be easily harmonis e d _ 
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LANCEL0'11 OF THE LAE E: 

By Sid Birchby. 

He was the. bravest knight of Arthur's Roun d Table , but 
his passion for Guinever e l e d t o the break-up of the Company * • * 
and to Arthur's death. A key-fi gure, Guinevere is so much card­
board, but Lancelo t comes out o f the story as a living char-
acter~ a Loki-fi gu re first good then bada *•* 

Why is this so? Can 't we resist scandal in high places? 
Does it comfort us to know tha t even princes and queens 
are human ? 

Malory a nd the others tu r ned the sto ry of Arthur this 
way an d that, They have left us with va ri a tions on a theme, 
and we listen , trying to hear the original melody, and to 
judg e how well they int erpreted it . 

Alas !. our time l acks insight .. Our Society does not 
regard the Matter of Britain as highly as the Angevin 
Empire did,~ It no longer inspi res us with a sense of our 
ancestry, because we have turned our backs to th e past. 
The chang e was apparent in Milton's day: he thou gh t of 
writing an Arthurian e pic and wro t e "Paradise Lost". 

Even so, Sa tan h as all the best lines. 'l'he:re seems to 
be a Loki in every hi gh e pic . If Mi l ton had wri tteh the 
intended "Arthur of Britain" Lancelot wou l d have up-staged 
ev eryo n e else. We sho u ld investigat e him with the lens of 
Sherlock Holmes . 

One medieval account calls him t 11e son o f Ki n g Ban of 
Br it tany . A water-sprit e named Ninien stole him as an in­
fant, plunged him into a lake a n d reared him th e re until 
he was 18 years old, when he began his life on earth that 
led to the death of Ar thur . This was the plo t of Ninienr 
ali:as Vivien, mis tress and captor of Merlin: a lias Morgan 
la Fay, _ Merlin's former pupil , Arthur's sister, sorceress 
and sea-spirit. He r dossi er makes purid reading. Her di s ­
closure of th e affair between Lancelot and Guinevere may 
also be note d . . 

Such a tale is not to be taken at face value . It is one 
man's idea of ho w a powerful king like Arthur , who seems to 
have everythin g on his side , might be checked by the forces 
in those aro un d him. And these are not rea l ly magical. They 
work themselves out on a human level, in terms of human 
beings; as mu ch so as the l~st great pl ay of Shakespear e 
does. 'I'he action of "The Tempest" takes pl ac e on an enchant­
ed isle , and cone erns :": ,'°\G:i. c:La,'18 ; monsters and magicians and 
elementals, bu t th e plot is about wore mundane people , con­
cern ed abo ut their dealings with each other. 

If we select for e xamination the character of rdnien the 
water-sprite , something about Lancelo t and his role in 
Arthur' s do¼nfall can be seen. rales of wa ter-spirits and 
their deali ngs with men are plentiful. .1.hey warn men of 
danger, offe r them go l d, grant them eternal life. They ask 
no reward. ~erhaps they ar e a man's f an tasy of an ideal 
woman: nI f I met the right one th e r e i s no thing I could not 
achieve." A man who does not cto . as well as he coul d like 
might thus console hims elf. 
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'l'he sea-women differ from t hei r s i sters of the inland 
meres ~ They are tricky, they have no souls , and can only+- " 
su r vive death by marrying a man . When t hey h av e done s o, 
t hey are indifferent to him . They may leave him aft er a 
while . When luring him, they have no scruples , If he is +:+ 
a sailor, they lead him to death in Davy J @nes's Locker , 
where sunken treasure is kept . 

A cynic might say that this illustra tes the differ-
+:+ 

ence between a man's ideal partn e r and the wif e that he 
gets . But it is the difference between the t r a nq uility of 
a lake and the dangers in winning treasure , or f ish, +:+ 
fro m the ocean . Seas and lakes are bo th store-houses, in 
whose depths riches lie like gold in a bank vaul t . 

No matter how severe a man's life is , - he can always 
reflect that a way to change it exists underwat er, if he 
could but reach it . There are riches in store , ei ther 
Aladdin's Cave or some other form of hidden treasure . 
The modern equivalent is winning the poo ls; riches under 
water, once again. 

Weal th under water is like lager laid down to mature . 
I t grows in strength until it can break . down nation s . 
Esoterically~ water is the means by which the force of 
fire is tamed into earthly channels . The American In dians 
fail-ed to realise this, an d the whit e man's Fire-wa ter 
was their downfall . 

+: + 

+:+ 

+ • -1. .. 

+: + 

Lancelot of the Lake, in this view , was t he downfa ll 
+:+ of Arthur because he was the agent of a wat er- s pirit,the 

~nly elemental that could oppose the fire of the king. The 
symbol of Arthur is his sword Excalibur , and a sword is +:+ 
the Fire weapon . ~xcalibur came out of a stone (Earth) and 
went into a lake (Water) . Only water could control it . 

+" + 
All that this means is that a medieval poet knew that • 

if a situation arise s where one of the tour ~laments pre­
dominates, it can best be opposed by its opposite . ~ot a 
very profound conclusion 1 But it is! lt is nnt a lways +:+ 
realised that the Four Element theo r y of na t u ~a , d t ill 
wi dely held in the period when the Ar t hurian cycle was 
bein g devel oped , had a considerable influence upon i t . +~+ 

The modern school of literary analysis of the Arthur-
i an cycle owes a great deal t o the work done at Manch e ste i 
Universitv . of which I am proud to be a graduate . if one :+ 
refers , for i nstance, to Bogdanow ' s ;·The Romance of the 
Grail" (M . U.P . , 1966) a curious fact become s apparent 

+ : + between the Vulgate cycle, circa 1230 , based on, but not 
wholly by Robert de Boron's earlier work, and the Po st­
Vulgate cycle , formerly called "pseudo-Boron" , an d prob-

+:+ ably by several French authors. 

This fact i s the growth of emphasis on Merlin, 
Lancelot, and incidents conne c ted with water . The ori gin -+:+ 
al Arthurian story, with its fairly strai ght-forwa rd 
development, spl~ts off into a host of anecdotes , put-
ting one in mind of re a ults obtnj ~ ed from a psycholo gi st'~ :+ 
free - association tests . It is as if the story has acted 
like a catalyst dropped into the Anglo-Norman so ciety of 
the time, causing all sorts of buried tensions to be +:+ 
released. The most s i gnificant , to my, mind, is the growth 

+:+ +:+ +:+ 
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of ernphasj_s given to Lan celot a. t 1:-ne expenr,e or Arthur. 
A t.rue H:ytl-1-mctld.ag prc,cesr, can be seen at work._ The ori 0-
:,.nal /\ .rLnur:L,,.n therne of a Celtic 11lost cause" , v,he re th-' 
~1ero goes doim i_n glory with. a mystical pro:dse of ~ re 
i..:ur1 is c;.::... t er1:.d into a TV proC::.ucer' s soap-o pera of illicit 
love c1.n d royal in trigue .. 

Put. .in. those terms , yes, it is corny, nut it mti.y ·,vell re­
present a poetic expression of something deep in the na l­
ic,nal ;,.::::ych c r1 f th1:: t LiLiP, whic h wa s strt,ggl.:Lng to re-
c: ':'cc t·.:: 5- L ;eJ. f; perhaps the cGt:. flic t between No~m2-.n and 
~elt, ~~~ t~e v2y each one felt . We c&~n0t do more than 
t;_rc v,- "~ t teri Lion -~o i ", . . Lt ·.vu'Jld need so rr•e r,r-c wnc j a F. cross 
(.;..,t-•,v::ien Jung an d Tennyson to do i . t j u.:=, ti ce . 

+; .... 

BOOK REVI EW --·•- ---
GLAS 'l'ONBURY --Ancient Avalon, 1~ ew Jerusalem. 
Ed . Anthony Hoberts lZodiac House ) £ 2. 'lC. 

J.n;ybo Jy Ln ter 1::stec'. in a l terna ti ve views of this hal.lo we 1~. 

si.t-t:· should read t his book, a useful detc..,tled summary of 
some of the varied speculations concerning an area rich i n 
Artl:url81: asso ciations. Even if you don · t agree with all 
th I said , you should at least stand to gain some und0r-
sta.n ::J.ing of w:b :::, +; it is that draws free-thinkers and other 
heretics to Glastonbury ! 

Pendraeons have t ho added draw in that r egular contribut­
ors to this magazine are represented he re (Jess Foster ~ 
John Michael,. Patricia Vil l i ers btuart) as well as long­
standing correspondents such as Jafi and Tony Roberts , John 
iviichell, Kenneth Kni ght et al, all bringing the fruits of 
long research and deliberation, The other writers are nll 
establish ed con~ributors to o tha r s imilar magazines: Nigel 
and Ann Pennick, Donald ~yr and Mary ~ain e. 

Certai n common s ubj ect s are covered: The Abbey, of course, 

+:-t-

+:.,. 

+:+ 

. .:'.iod.ic.c 'l' ewples, legends, geometry,. history ; though each ~ •·: 
article is not exc _usive of other areas. Regular readers 
of tni s ma gazine will know the sort of ideas and inform­
ati on to e xp ec t , some of it highly f actual, some ra th er 
mare poetic, most- of it (to me at least ) quite fasc i nating. 
Given the added attraction of some two dozen or so illus­
lrL'.tions ( the ?najori ty original to this book) thi s is a 
p~jlicEtion that deserves the a~pellation given by John 
N.Lci;.o1son in his preface: "a la bour of love". Please try 
to sho"i! yo ur &pp recia. tion in the usual way !. 

. *. 

Zodiac. Bouse Publications , 7 ttugc•n Ro ad , Fulham , London o 
i' 

: ******************ti·***************• --*~ *- - *•~·-·· 
Our No ve~ber Week- En d having passed off happily, 
anothe r similar one is being planne d for th e 
week-end of March 5th- 6th. when we hope to have 
with us Mrs. Beamon f rom Cambridge to talk about 
Templ ars and Temple Churches; also Marke Fawson 
fro m Exeter to show us slides of Egyptian Templ es 
and explain their measurements. If you think you 
may be able to come to Bristol in March, please 
let us know in good time so that we can arrange 
for your accommodation, 
•**~*************** ** * *** * * ** *• ***********•~**•*** -~*~*~••*********** *** * ********•••*****~*•*•=****~ 



------------------------------------

:-=,.. 

.L • 
' -·' 

+- + 

·c=+ 

+ =' 

+ :::t 

FROM QQB CO RRESPON DENCr.: : 

From Michael Benkert, London, w.3 . 
rcidentally, r was interested to read the articl e in 

the magazine which su gge sted a connection c f thP l@t t ~~ ~ 
with wa ter ; it r eminds me t hP t t hP A.ncientXgyptL.tn 11:Lero-
gl yph fo r wa ter was thre e wc;1. ': " 1 i n ,, ,, , • ,· u s ~ ~ a nd these 
r ep_ e s nted i n soun d the let te r N. When water itself was 
eferred to, th e t)1re e l in es generally appea red, but wh en 

t he Je t e r N it s elf was used, as in a c artouche of t he name 
o f a Pharaoh, as part of a word, only a s ingle wavy line 
was used:~ The use of i:his l etter N i n connection with 
wa ter may have gi ve~ us e to t he nam& of t he rivrv• Ni l e, 
appropri a tely, but this usa ge is l argely Ep.:ypt.: .-u . 

In Ba bylonian scripts , t he sign for \ .. ter was also 
three wavy line s , but the s e r epresented the sound of the 
- et ter A. In Hittite script, the le tt er A also r epresented 
wa ter, but t he thr e e wavy lines we re r e pl aced with a water 
pot shown: a or more simpl y sometimes: 0 

Th e syT.1abl e AN in Hittite 'and Asian usa g e meant a 
god. NU was us ed to mean a ki n g or lo rd Hence ANU suggest s 
a kin gly god of fairly elevated status. The Baoylorii.ari god 
o f the oceans an d the deep waters was EA, the father 0 f 
M.r:,E11 TJA H and t he co n trolle r of t he grea t flo o ds So his 
1 • a ugh t er ANU woul d appropri a te1y be a wa te • gc ::i • ess and the 
progeni. tor of t he mere ma i dens and o n dines r alv;ays assumin g 
t h a t t hese entities ~ere oth er Lhan myths an d l e gends . NIN A 
was a goddes s who se nam e comprise d t he syllab 1 e s NI, mean­
ing rev e rence, and NA meaning to go forth 1 in t he Akkadian 
an d Hittite usage 

The com binatio n o f the two water syl l ables A and N to 
fo rm the names o f water gods se ems t po;Ln t to t he fact 
t hat the Babylo~ians and the Egyptian s were familiar with 
each others l angua ge s an ti perhaps combin ed the two ~o avo i d 
ro f u sion o~ even disputes i n re · gio us matters. 

I n cidenta lly, the Hittites wo rshi pped the god SET ) 
the Egy p~ian god who slew Osiris, s o one le gGnd has it , by 
persua din g his brother OSI RIS, his brother, to l ie down i n 
a s a r cophagus "to try it f or s i ze" as it were, and then 
sl amme d t he l id down o r '. i::1 , fas t en e d i. t u wn and launched 
t.h e coffin on th e Nile, where unde rstan ably, OSI RIS dro wn ­
ed . The s a r copha gu s fina l y drif ted ashor e at Byblo s , the 
s tory goes, and ISIS came in haste an d resc ued it, taki n g 
t h e corpse o f her husban d back to Egypt got proper buri al . 
'r his in fu r iat ed SET, who then appeared again, dismembered 
th,e body and threw the pieces into the Nile, from whence 
ISIS a gain r es cued all of them wi .th th e · exception of the 
head, whi ch was n ever f ou d ; t hi~ time howe v e r , lh e place 
o f burial is unknown bu t thou gh t by som e to be at Abydos . 

. ir Henry Layard , i h • s boo k " Babylon ahd Nin e veh" 
( 853) disco~efed a wal l bas - eJ'ef of what ma y have ~iv en 
r i s e to all these legends . 'l'h is sh ow e d DAGON • he f i sh god , 
eme r ging from the 1~r yth rean sea,~ wt t h the bo dy o f a f i sh 

ornbined with th e bo ·y o f .. m. n , a ; from when 'e he tau ght 
t he Chaldeans astron omy an d mat ematt c s s o tha t up to th e 
t · me o f Alexan der th e Gr ea t , they we ·· e ·c nsi d e r ed the in­
t e ~ •. ~l". t ual leaders o f their a ge., The Egy p .ian god THOTH , 

+:::+ 

+::: + 

+:::+ 



+=+ +:+ +:::+ -+:+ +:::+ +-+ 

symboli_sed by the Ibis bird, did the s ame for the Egyptians 
teachin g them mathemati cs , li teracy and magic; · af terwards the 

+=+ Greeks called THOTH HERM ES TRISM£GlSTUS , an d his nam e appears 
frequently in o ur European speech in variou s f orms. 

Water has always played a big part in the associations of 
+=+divinities with mankind , and baptism is a s always a si gnificant 

ceremony in Christianity. 

From John Brooke, Worthing, Sussex. 

We learn from Dr . Seo t t Li. t tleton ( whom God preserve) of the 
Occi dental Colle ge that, circa 150 AD, a Roman Comman der, on e 
Luciu s Arto r ius Castus by name, appli ed to MARCUS AURELIUS (who 

1·=+ became Emperor in 161 AD) for some 5,500 Sarmatians , wh o had 
b.een captured in Hungary , to accomrn:iny him to Britain~ It seems 
that the gallant Castus had been a fpoi n ted to some command in 

+:+ 

+=+ 

+=+ 

+=+ 

+=+North Britain as part of the garriso ri •Of the !!::all. He goes '.rn to 
s t a t e tha t these troops were Ca taphracti. It must be presumed 
that he was not refeiring to cataphractarii as these did n ot 
appear till many yea; s later . Presumably these horsem ~n were the 

+=+ fa.re-runners of t he famous Hu nga rian Hussars ; in oth er words, t hey +-::.:+ 
were l~ght cavalry . 

Presumably these Sarmatians had become Feoderati and were 
+=+ officered by their own. offic•ers under a Roman commandero Dro 

Ll t tl eton go es on to in form us t hat these men were so impressed 
by their commander that .subsequen t comman'de r s wer e known as "the 
Ar to rius" . This rank, simil ar to that adopted f or the· early • 

+= + Empero rs, continued until th_e late 5th century. Then the commander+= + 
of the British for ces was known as the Art·orius; hence Arthur of 
legend. 

+-=+ Let us examine the above s t a t em ents in some detail. Fi rst 1 

did Castus receive hi•s foederati ? There is no trace in the DO of 
such a body of troops . operating on , or near, the Wall . (DO s t ands 
for Digni tate Oc cid.entalis arid was the "Army List" of th e periods 

+=+mentioned. ) Secondly, such a large number of specialist troops += + 
(almost Legion strength) would neve r have been permitt ed to oper-
ate together in the same location " It would have been contra ry to 

+:+Roman policy -- for obvious reasons . Thirdly , s uch a large body 
of cavalry would not have been required in the district mentioned , 
It is 10 s si ble that a number of uni t s , in squadron strength , 
would have been posted at th~·ma jor forts on tha Wall as par t of 

+=+ the Regular Legions . A similar state of affairs ' existed on the 
Frontier of India . On the Baluchistan-Indian sector only one 
cavalry regiment was employed ( a second being· within call); 

+=+ throughout the whole of the North-W est Fron t i er Province on l y one +=+ 
brigade was stationed , numberin g three regiment!s; As i n the case 
of Hadrian's Wall, the main garrison consisted of infantry and 
artillery . In the case of the Wall garrison . cavalry would have been 

+ -+ . ·t- + - required on ly to pursue such Pie ts as had been repel led by the -

+=+ 

infantry . It can , therefor~, ·be safely assumed that no such large 
body of thes6 foederati we re attached to the Wall . 

Regarding the use of the name "ARTORI U S" to indicate their 
chief leader; this , surely , is absurd ? "Castus' s Own" perhaps 
(Cataphracti Casti ) but certainly not Artori ~ As suming that these 

+ :::: + troops were cataphracti, th ou gh i.t is thou gh t t hat they were 
scutarii , the re is no trace of ~uch a unit or formation in Brit­
a i n at t he time of Theodo$i us's expedition . The only cavalry re i­
ment specifically mentioned js the Scutarii AURELIACI . This regi-

•=~ ment never appeared on the rolls of the Ro mab Army be fore th en 
and is shewn as joini n g Th eo sius on his arrival ~ It is thought 
that ~ uni t \~-t t h e houil.Pold bu c

1
e}Jarii oft=t.;1e Aurel_;;:us 

1- ..:.,-.L 
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famil y a t th e tim e of AMBROSI US t he f irst (father of Am bros ­
i us the Great) a nd, as i n t he sta te o f the Ea s t ern Empire, 
was incorpo r ated in to Th eodosi us' s f orc e f or the durati on+:::+ 
of hostilitie s ,, It t h en reverted to i ts no rmal duties , 
subsequently being em ployed in t he overthrow o f Vorti gern . 
I t i s in teresting to no t e tha t this same unit remained on +=+ 
th e s reng th of the Roman Army until the fi n a l evacuation 
o f Britain in 4?0 AD. See t he DO a nd Pro fessor A.M. James ' s +:::+ 
rnonumen ta. wo rk , " THE LA'PER ROMAN EMPIRE " . 

To sum up then; th ere is no trace of a foederati ca v-
alry formation being stationed on the Wa ll. There is no +=+ 
re ·ord o f any uni t, whe t he r Cataph ~ tii or Scutarii, bear­
in g the t itle o f a s t us. Artorius or even Aurelius from 150 
AD to 420 AD stationed i n Britain o r anywh ere else. w~ -_l e-+=+ 
st it i s possible that some Sa r ma t ian s entere d the Roman 
setvice an d we re posted to Britain, it is su rel y quite i m­
possible that t he n ame o f their comma nder would have been+:::+ 
retained in Britain f o r o ve r 300 years and regarded with 
such esteem that i t b ecame th e nuc leu s an d its fi nal comm-
ander the Comes Brit taniarum o f th e force entaged i n +=+ 
t h eir struggl e with the Saxons . I fear that the good 
Do to r has started a "r e d he rring" 

Fr~ Derek Brown , Ne wcastle . 

. . . You ask about Ribchester. This is in the Ribble 
Valley North o f the A 59 betwe en P ·es ton and Clithero e . 
Accordin g t o the 5th cen t ury i s t o f Imperial Of fi cial s 

+:::+ kno wn as the No t i tia Dignitatum it was ca l e d BREMETI~NN-
ACUM and was oc cupied by a cuneus ( cavalry regimen t) of 
Sa ma tae . I must add,th ough , tha t it i s at least a h un dred 
miles from t he neares t po i nt on Hadrian ' s Wall. I know +=+ 
nothin g abo ut the hi s tory of the site, but fr ·om he map 
• t seems o stan d on t h e mai n road from the Legionary HQ 
at Che s ter to Carlisle (Roman equival ent of t he M6 ) and 
at a point wh ere another road branch ed eastwards across 

+:::+ 

t h e Penni n e s to York , the oth r Legionary HO in the North . 
I nci denta lly, I see the au t h or fa vours fh e idea , +=+ 

which has long appealed to me , tha t Ar t hur was~ t~~l. a 
rather than a Proper Name, a nd t ha t the Arthur whose ex-

+=+ istence most historians now ac c ept and investigate (e . g . 
Leslie Alcock) was one of them . 

Fr om Julian Hardy, Suffolk . 

... The article asks wh er e Rib hester is , and I expect 
that by now several peo ple mu st have written in to say 
it is in Lancashire: Gr id Re f . SD6434 on the River Ribble 

n ear Preston . The si t e (Breme t ennacum), I b elieve , has 
its own museum . 

From Michael Warris, London . 
+=+ Q. Why does the Alchemist's ha t point backwards when all 

th e o ther ca p s point forwar ds? 
A . (and Q) Why do witch e s wea r s uc h i mpractical t all hats 1=+ 

Wi tches wear th eir hats t o k eep their hea d s up during 
the whirlin g dances . (A s a child I was t old t ha t when a 
witch's hat touched the groun d sh e lost her power . ) By 
keep¼~ i her h!~1 up an1=~e r s pii ~+ri gid,+~~e co ul~=~o i nto 
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a trance without collapsing with gi ddiness, 

Now , Mithras Bull-Slayer an d ali the rest were men of 
action and gods of the daylight, looking up to the sun. 
Their followers wore their hats forward to keep their 
heads up and their eyes on Heaven. The Alchemist is a 
loner, a r(lan of the darkness, or night-worker. His head 
is bent towards earth, over the laboratory bench or the 
books . 

From Bob Craig, Somerset. 

With reference to my article, extracts from which 
a ppeared in the last 'Pendragon': the editor asked 
whether the people of Ireland and Brittany were Celts. 
(The Editor now very much regrets that her interpolation 
could have been so rn i .s un derstood ! ) Yes, predominantly 
they are. The Irish were Celts who reached Ireland dir­
ect from the mou th of the Loire . The Bretons are Britons 
v,,- l- o 'Nere probably pet tled in Armori ca as part of Roman 
policy, plus Britons who fled from raids made by Scot s 
(i.e. Irish pirates) on :Jumnonia . 

My article, however, was about the people of Britain 
not the people of Ireland or Brittany. Most Britons are 
of the tall, blue-eyed, fair-haired Celtic type described 
by C~esar. The replacement of British by the English 
lan guage ha s been a gradual affair. There is evidence 
that British was spoken in Dorset, Somerset and Strath­
clyde during the medieval period. It was spbken in Corn­
wall as late as the 18th century . It is still spoken in 
Wales. Whether we can say that British has been repla ced 
by English is debatable. Whi le modern British has devel­
oped quite regularly from ancient Brittanie, modern 
English bears little relationshi p to the Germand language 
brought to Britain by the English in the 5th century. 

* * * ***************************************** 
MANY '11HANKS TO ALL THO.SE KIND MEMBERS WHO 
S1'..'N T US CA .,'JS AT CH RISTMA.S,. 'rHEY WERE 
MUCH APPRECI.A'rED. IT WOULD BE NI CE TO 
REPRODUCE SOME OF THE CHARTS AND ILLUS­
TRATIONS THAT WERE SPECIALLY PRODUCED 
FOR U$ BU'J' TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES PRE­
VENT THIS . THEY HAVE BEEN ON VIEW AT 
MEETlNGS SO THEY HAVE BEEN ENJOYED BY 
ALL BRISTOL MEMBERS. 

**************************************** 

INTERPRRTATIONS OF THE TAROT 

Philip Rasch, who sent us the story of the S~rmationsL 
has bee~ kind enough now to send us a pa ge from another 
publicatio n , GNO.STTCA, Vr! 1 . 5 . 1976 . 'l'he article is 
written by Stephen Abbo tt McCaully and we give extracts 
he rewith: 

+"+ 

+" + 

Th ere are many au tho rs who have writ ten books about 
the Taro t without men tio ning Arthurian aspects, while a 
number of others have dealt wir,h this topic to some ex-
tent . Arth ur E. Waite, i.n hi s ' 'l'he Ho ly Graj_l 1 identifies+"+ 
t he four sui t s of Tarot wi t h the .F'ou r Hallows of the 
Grail. . .. . vLB. Yeats said that the Four Hallowes or Four 

11 
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Holi es o f t he Grail l e g en d a n i the f~ur Treasu r e s 6f Ir -
land co:.. re s pond to th sui ts of Taro t, The Fo ur Paga n "+" 
Tr a su r es of Ire and pre da te the G a· 1 l egend a nd, to a 
Pa gan of to T' day, are ore impe r an as preChristi an sym-
, olism. Th e I r · sh reasuc s we e : t h e Spear o:t Lu gh, whi ch 11 -+· 11 

cor · es onds t o the suit o f Wan d the Cauldron o f . th e 
Da g da , whi ch co .c respoads o t e s ui t o f Cups : the Sword o f 
'f\ uada , whi ch correspon s to t h e s uit o f Swo r ds; an d t he "+" 
S tone o ~ ne s iny Lia Fall , which corres po n ds t o . the sui t 
of Ben ta~les . • . . 

Paul Huson , in his 'Th e Devi l 's Picture Bo ok ' , equa tes" +" 
the Green Kn'ght of the Me dieva l 1 gend ' Si Gawai n a nd th e 
Green Knigh t ', w~th the Emperor Trump. Mr . Hu s on a l s o iden-
t • fies the Green Kn i ght w·· th th e Gre en 1 n , who is fur th - " +· " 
e r elated to Herne the Hunter an d to Cerunnos .... Huson 
r ela t es the Death Trump to t he sh ip which tak e s +h i=, newly 
dea d to he Summ.erland of Li fe Eternal. This s ., ··· k .i.;;; the '1 + 11 

Co racl e o f Ceridwen, t he s a rr.. e as th e Bark of Morgan le 
Fay, Ki n g Arthur 's Wi tch-Si.ster, that · took Arthu r ove r 
water to t he Isl e of Avalon after hi s last battl e at Cam- 11 + 11 

lann, Huson compares the Star of Logres, the embl em of 
Arthur 's Kingdom , to the S tar Trump , . . . 

,:_•.ti 

In Bil l Butler 's I Dictionar y of the Tarot ' , th e s ui t 
of Cups is i dentified wi t h the Hol y Grai l and the Cauld-
ron of 'rhe Dagda an d Ceridwe. t hat gran t ed bl essi ngs of " -'-- " 
:i.nspiration and regenera t ion. The Grail i s also the Cauld- • 

on of Bran, whi ch brought th e dea d back to life . Mr o But­
l er tell s us that Merlin, t he Magician of Kin g Arthur, h a s 
been identified wi t h the Fool Trum p by many writers , • " +" 

Our thanks to M:-. . • Rasch for rev:i ving' t his intere s t , 
There may s t i l l be some amon g~ t our r eaders who remember 
our visit t0 Tintagel t o film for th e BBC , and t he ~vening 
Geof frey Ashe gave us hls rea din g of th e Tarot combining 
Dante an.d Arthur . Amongst our l ist of .R ecommen ded · Book 
Title s we inclu ded Mr s. Merry ' s " The Fl a mi n g Door" pub-
lish ed by New Kno wledge Bo oks , much of . which co vers Ar th­
u rian l egends as related to t h e Tarot. We r e comm~nd t his 
book to new members 

THE ANTIOCH CHALICE 

Thi s will be seen for the firs l 
t ime in Britain at the British 
Museum ' s nex t big Exhibitio n, 
A p ri 1 1 s t - - 0 ct 1 s t . Th e 
Chal ic e will be on J. oan fr om 
the Metropolitan Mu seum o f Art 
i n New York. This Cha]i c i s 
s te eped in l e gend an d da t e s ba ck 
to s ome time between AD 50 a n 
500 . It has a decorativ f · am 
wo r k o f grape vines and an.·ma l s 
bu t it is the inner cu p which is 
believe d to have been u sed at The 
ast Supper. 

The B M' s own coll e c t ·o of gold 
and si l ver will be a dded to by 
l oans from Russia an d Arne ica, 
and will i nclu de plate , jewellery, 
Huntin gdonshir e treasure , dug up in 
in 1975. 
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FICTION 

THE JHGH PRIEST (Continued) 

By Steven Banks~ R. N. 

(The College had deliber ated, journeyed to see the stone~. 
prayed, f asted ; and finally told the People that the 
Great Greystones must be fetchedr and a nonument created 
from them, no matter what the cost o) 

The Woll i People understood the will of the Sungod 
spoken through his priesthood, and for a full c.yr.le of 
nineteen years they worked to drag and roll o.nd pu.i !J G.nd 
slide the stones; to pound them into shape, tc lifi them 
into their places as five trilithons based on an ell1pse 
within a circle 9 and an outer circle of thirty stones 
with a continuous capping, 

All this time the Bluestones 9 taken out of t heir 
circles, had l ain idle, but within the sacred area. In­
deedi said Merlin to homself g it was unthinkable that 
these holy things should ever leave the sanctuary, b~.t 
what was to be done with them? That was his problem ~ 
and he alone must solve it. Mo r eover the problem wRs 
urgent: this coming mid-summer the sun and moon cycle of 
ninteen years would again be completedp and the custom­
ary high festival of dances and races in the Cursus must 
be held. It would be impossible to celebrate the occas­
ion fitly with t he Sungod' s monument still in an unfinish-­
ed state, 

Four Bl ues t ones had been lost one way or anothei· on. 
the journey fro m the far land, and one haa broken while 
being shaped on siteP so seventy-nine remainedo If sixt y 
were taken for a double circle outside the thirty Grey­
stones of the c,pped circle, the best nineteen could be 
used for a small but elegant henge insjde the Greystones 
tri l ithons. That was it! Nerlin was impulsive and per­
::-::uas ive : the College of Priests agreed with his propos­
als and the work was put in hand., 

The Bluestone henge was laid out quite easily, by 
scribing e l lipses and circles from the centre; it bE'lng 
the innermost of alJ. settings~ but not so the proposed 
double circle ~ which was cut off from the centre by two 
huge ranks of Greystones. The only thine to do was to 
measure t he individual position for each Bluestone from 
the back of its correspondi ng stone in the Greystone 
circle 9 but this was easier said than done. The backs of 

_ the Gr(;y.stones were irregular, unlike the inner faces 
which had been carefully trimmed to lie on a true cir-
cleo Moreover the ground was bumpy , and sloped in placesc 
Fi nally~ t i.z centre of the sanctuary not being in view 
the radial position could not accurately be found for 
the stones of the new doubl,e circle o 

Ai.tu was in charge of the workF a young priest per~ 
haps more no t able for his godliness than his practiccs.l 
ability. As he and his assis tants measured and marki.d 
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and dug the holes for the double circle 1 wo rking clo ck­
*"+* wise round the monument,_ he became depressed with the 

difficulty of the taskj which in.fected his companions. 
The inaccuracies increased~ so did their sense of fail­

*+* ure .. Breaking point was reac.hed when they got right 

it<+ ·X 

*+* 
round the. circle ~ in sight of the fi.rst holes which could 
now be seen hopel essly out of line with the pair they had 

*+-lk ju.st dugo A quick conferen.ce was enough to decide that 
Merlin must be told at once, and Ai tu hastened away to do 
so . . 

*+* 

*+* 

*+* 

*+* 

"""+* 

Mer lin lifted his head as he came out of the hut , the 
blessed Ax e held with reverence between t-he palms of his 
hands ... The old woman. within had felt t-he cool bronze as 
he had laid it on her forehead~ and opened her eyes to 
give him a look of gratitude ... 'l'hen uie .L.i.gnt had gone out 
of them.:;i and her soul departed ., neside her boc.y remained 
the incense cup in which Merlin had burnt dried leaves of 
Cicely and rue for her shriving: it would be buried with 
her for she was of royal lineage. 

*+* 

* ·+* 

*•+i.' 

*+* 
Musin g on the comfort which he as High Priest was 

sanctifie d to give the dying~ Merlin's thou ghts we r e dis­
tracted by the figure of Aitu , running to him between the*+* 
ho.uses of Wo.lli Town~ babbling an incoherent story of evil 
magic directed against the Bluestoneso 11It is old Runa", 
cried Ai tu,,. "His spirit hates our Stones~ and he has not *+* 
forgotten t he destruction of the Great Mother Shrine. His 
power will blight our crops:;i make barren our herds and 
our people i just as he has twisted and ruined the Blue- *+* 
stone circl.es . 11 

Merl in stood stilli his face set, the Blessed Axe in 
his hands , feeling the strength flowing from it . "This is * +* 
no occasion for panic. The Council shall know of it, and 
decide ," 

That evening the ~ouncil assembled in the College 
Hause ,_ after every member had seen the circl es which 
were not circles, nor true spirals, but just a sad botch. 
Some were for breaking up the ~luestones , or even for 
taking t hem. back whence they came; a few ext-remists cal­
led for the destruction of all the stone settings , and 
the res toration of the Shrine of the ~reat flOther ., ~a­
wards dawn. the proposal of Merlin was at last agreed, 
that the best of the Bluestones should be set up as a 
simple hors eshoe within the Greystone trilithons, and the 
remainder as a circle within the circle of ureystones . 
Moreover, to propitiate Runa~. part of the bro:ken blue-
stone should be deposited in his burial barrow I the place 
of which had been recorded in the priestly sagas ; the r e­
mainder of this stone to be broken into small pieces and 
sc.attered within the sacred area . 

*+* 

*+*' 

*+*· 

*+* 

*+* ~o it was done 1 and the grea t wrath of Runa must have*+* 
been. satisfi ed, for the Wolli people worshipped undisturbed 
in their sanctuary while many cycles of years passed .,. As 

*+* to Merlin, however , it was generally believed that the -+~ 
vengeance of Runa did fall on him because he si ckened and 
died very soon . ihe Wolli People buried him with great 

*+* honour deep beneath a barrow near Stonehenge 1 his beake r *+* 
in his hand and his bronze dagger at his waist o They 

*+* *+* 

' 
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*+* 

pray,ed that he might so remaj_n for ever, but r<u na · s las ;; 
*+* ac.t of retribution was to have Merlin 1·s burial place * + ... 

*-* 

discovered • and you can see his bones , and beaker. and 
dagger s..- al.l in. the Salisbury Museum.. .. 

*·'+*·· *'+* *+*· *+* 

C 0 M y N'S C R 0 s s 

By Derek Brown~ 

* +* 

* =ff 

''Sev_eraL legends of King Arthur s-r;ill l .inge r in 
Northumber:tand· .. Tradition more. especiBll y connects h i m 
with the wild and romanti c moo.rlan d stretching north of 
the Ro.man Wall. Sewin gshi elds Cr a g i s said to h a ve der- * :.::. * 
iv.ad its name from the. Castle. o,f the Seven .:;hields which 
stood at its base ........ This t a le is. a memory of the day s 
when the king was in the height of. his f ame and glory 0 

The 1.egend runs thus ~ Cumming; a north ern chief, hear­
ing of th~ spiendour of Arthur • s court ,. one day paid 
the. king a v.isi t ( 5.. e-•. at Sewingshields Castl e ) an d was ,i;,:_ -r.­
kin.dly recei v.ed. When he set out on his home ward j ourney , 
Arthur presen ted him with a golden cup a s a token of 
friendshi.p .. The king's sons coming in, and hearing how 
the stranger had ridden. fo rth wi th on e of the great trea­
sures of their house , set off a flt er him and demande d the * ~ .,.. 
return Qf the cup. Cummi n g refused to give up tne cup 
which was. a token of fri.en.dshiP,-. and was . slai n while de­
fending i .t .,. A monoli.th. known lo cally to this day as 

• # * * Cummi1'.Lg 1 s Cross , i.s, said to mark th e place wh ere he fel l ~ ::::: 
s.ome two miles north of Sewingshields.- At on e t im e no 
doubt it s t ood erect, but n ow. it lies full len g t h aJnung 
th.e. bents on a hill.a.ck,_ looking down on the little grey * == * 
Hallypik.e Lo.ugh." 

The 1forthe.rn Counties Magazine, Jan.uary 1901. 
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Ho'.l ses teacls Fort. Half of th e touri s ts who parl,;:, a.t F:,teel 
Pige t urn back at the fo ot of Peel Crag2; if you cljrnb t he 
Crags, and then walk another ha l f mil e, you can still be 
alone even on the finest day at the height of the E: eason . 
I walk-- d, s crambl ed an d climbed - this i s '.i'ia11. co un try at 
its most uncompromising - i n the compa.n y o f' curlevrn, :9ipits, 
wh eatears and a few sheep -- with some of t he most m8_gnifi-

*-* 

cerJ. t vievJS in .ingland: heather-covered moors and the Harder -l(=* 

forests t o th e north, with the Scottish hills in the di s tance; 
tbe Whin Sill a n d Hadrian's Wall to the :~:ast; 'co the south 
the Tyne Valley and the North Pennines beyond, and way over 
t o the Je st, under the banks of cloud , the hills o f the Lake 
uictric t. 

I had now reached the poj_n t where a b.:.,1.re ly-percepti ble 
* path ente r s the forest -- the exact spot wh e re - - according *- -K· 

- to the 21-n n1ar1 ~- "l{ imrnir1s Cro ssn should stand.., The landscape -
here is e xtraordinary: standing on a ri dge , one is confront-

~- * ed to east, wes t and south by a hu ge t r a ct of open moo rland, . *-* 
wi ld, bare ar. d lonely, the wh ole domina te d by the Whin Sill 
two miles to the squ th -- th a t s tran ge geo logical up-thrust 

*-* which c rosses the country and provi des som e of its mo s t 
s·yoctacular scenery. Here is a dreai!1lik e quality •· solitary , 
inhuman , bleak even on a warm day; the re is tota l silenc e, 

*-* excep t f or th e wind in the grass , and yet t h e re seem s to be *-* 
a n almost inaudible singing, wil d an rt sad. I k now of no plac e -
which impresses me ,so much an d di sturbs ii;e so dee ply . I t i s 

*-* a coJ --~ J an ·:,s1~ape, ancient and haunt ed.; it has o secret which *-+. 

I also know, ~ut cannot rem ember. 

*-* 

*-* 

And Comyn ' s Crc,ss ? I searched in the lon g , rou gh grass 
a nd found one upri ght s tone, about a foot high~ and roun d it 
abou t h a lf-a-dozen more large ston es lyini fl at and almo st 
overgrown. It was impossible t o tel l which ston e h !F1 ori gin­
ally stood where, an d whether there i~ad eve r been a shaft 
and a head~ or how tall the monume n t aay once have stood, A 
sad and r ui nous state for a prou d an d l egen dary rn onoli th 
yet even as I stood trying to feel wela nchol y over a f ew 
scattered stone{3 the magni fi cent and a we-in s pi r j_ng vie 1:1 

which the spot co ::nmands forced j_ ts elf on my a ttention and 
dominated my mood . 

I set off so uthwards over th e difficult terr&in 

*-* * - * 

• 

• 
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following no pa th this time but heading for Sewingshi e1-ds 
Crags . I passed Halleypike Lough and visited the Stone 
Circle which stands on a little ri_se overlooking the grey 
w:a ters. It consists a f sev.en or eight lo,w stones, some 
almost hidden by grass - a small and inconspicuous circle , 
but again. it is the s etting which gives the lasting im­
pression ; King's Crag and Queen's Crag to the west - more 
Arthurian memories held by this place - and Sewingshield '· s 
Crags almost overlooking the spot._ l continued via the site 
of Sewingshields Castle - of which not a single trace re­
mains - down to Gene r al Wade's Military Road whe re I caught 
t½p Tourist -Bus back to Hexham, and from there the train 
for Newcastle. 

But this strange place ,- which contains within a few 
mil es a l on g stretch of 11adrian • s Wall, the si.te of on_e 
of Ar thur 1 s castles, a stone circle, Queen 1 s Crag and 
King's Crag, the remains of a monument erected by Arthur 
himself , and a lake with a vast treasure in its depths -­
h ow many Borders meet here? Old maps, before the Union of 
the Crowns, call it Debatable Land. 

' 0 wearily their slain they bore 
Ac ross the dusky girding fields !. 
And jayanc e entered never more 
The Castle a,f the Seven Shields .,_ 

And who for feast woul.d fill the cup 
Wi th yellow win e or wine of red , . 
Would see th e live blood welling up 
As if the lifeless metal bled !. 

King Arthur mourned through all his days 
The Strange Guest who nev.er came. 
F'rom. o.u.t the Desolate Northern Ways 
With streaming hair that shone like flame . 

And oft he cried when April brou ght 
Her glittering days to golden noon, 

"Shall we not meet , . when earth is naught, 
In the white places of the moon?" 

W.W. Gibson 
from the long poem on the s ubject of 
Comyn's CrQss that appears in the same 
number of the Northern Counties Magazine .,. 

DRAGON P O WE R 

By Marke Pawson. 

'l'his is an a ccount of the way in which apparently ran­

dom reference to several dif fer ent books seemed to con­

nec t people and events in history and mythology and the 

places asso ciated with th em in a rather surprising way . 

+:+ + : + +:+ 

ILLUSTRATIONS IN THIS ISSUE BY C. POLLARD AND 
C. LOVEGROVE. COVER BY C. LOVEGROVE . 
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These links seem to cast a new or different ligh t on some 
+:+ aspects of the past . +:+ 

It started wi tl, Laurence Templ e' s book, 1 The Shining 
Brother'(l) This had be en lent to someone else and I happ-

+: + ened to pick it up and saw a reference to Glastonbury and + :+ 
Joseph of Arimathea. This led me to read agai n Bligh Bond's 
'The Gate of Remembrance '. (2) My copy of this book, long 

+:+ out of print, was bought by my grandfather when i t was +:+ 
first published in 1918. Most o f it concerns G1 ~stonbury 
Abbey and its history, re ceived in the form of a·itomat~c 

+: + writing. There were other communications, however, which +: + 
were "intrusions , pain tin g with increasing definiteness 
to the nature of that which we were war ned to anti cipate 

+:+ •••.• (3) He gives one example of these other communicat- +:+ 
ions: 11 • .,.:F'or greater t hings will rise into being --great 
na tions and great i deals. We work for it. B9 wi.lling, and 

+: + strive not against the tide. Up on the ~res t and prosper. +: + 
All will work for the best ... the s park will li \ u through 
the rains and re-light dead fires, fire which is still 

+: + fire, but with purer flame . We cannot hasten the tim e, but+:+ 
it is sure and is not delayed. You are between two in­
fluences. Earth and spirit mingle not. Losing earthly 

+:+ grasp leaves you without earthly support. Hold fast to +: + 
earth's dutie s. Work as men for man's meat. Keep open ears 
for spiritual help and whisperings. Assimilate an d corn-

+:+ bine both forces. Stand in the market place and cry your +·~ 
wares , but listen for the still small voice in the sil ence 

+ :+ 

+:+ 

+: + 

+ : + 

+:+ 

+ : + 

+: + 

+:+ 

+: + 

+ : + 

+: + 

of your chamber . Work in th e sun. Listen in the starUght 
" 

Later,. on page 102, Bligh Bond mentions receiving 
"vague pencillings , and several l ine s of quit e undeci ­
:pherable script, the only two words legible being 
CONSTANTINUS and JUSTINIAN. The two Ro man emperors with 
these names were both significant figures in the early 
history of Christianity . Cons tan tine made i t the official 
religion. of the empire and J ustini an pronounced the do c­
trine of reincarnation a heresy. Jeffrey Iverson's book , 
'Mor e Lives Than One' (4) which is based on recollections 
of f ormer lives unde r hypnosis, gives a lot of new inform­
ation about Constantine ' s early life in Britain at York 
and St. Al bans. 

Following this passage of undecipherable script the 
writing which Bligh Bond received cl eared up. " .... who 
fo llo wed the Phoenician keels to far-off isles o f the sea 
whose treasure was great; whom Phaedrus took in his ship 
to seek for safwty and merchandise in one. Phaedrus gained 
much tin, and left him on these shores, a prince among 
them, marrying Yseuguilt their princess, and t hey the 
forebears of a royal line . (Of) the countries of the 
Iberi and Kymri they sat upon the thrones, and gave the 
world the Name that lives in all the nations. 

"V!ho am I ? On e that so j ourne d wi t h them fro m Caper­
naum throu gh the i s l es of Greece and past the straits 
which Phares li ghted in stormy seas and black rocks where 
the metals be. 

"North, the settlement of Tin tagella: sou th, the river 
mouths, and inland to the fores t - lands and the marshes 
where the risin g of the sun . The r e buil ded he a te~ple 
such as was of old in Judah, and there he r eigned. Thus 
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was I, O man ! my name Pho cis the Mariner. 11 

Bond though t that the templ e was built in the place 
of that name on the edge of Bodmin Mo o r, bu t the mention + : + 

of forest - lands and marshe s suggests Glastonbury . The be s t 
harbour between Tintagel and the Camel is a t Port Isaa c . +:+ 
A bearing from here to Gl astonbu r y is at 67 , whi ch would 
be the position of sunrise at th e beginning of May and the 
beginning of August . Such a l ine forms a well -matked ley 
from Port I saac .. It passes through Moon ' s Park, which is 
half a mile south west of Delabole; Delabole church; a 

+ : + 

tumulus_ a t Bath's Plot, at map reference 135870, wh ich is + : + 
at the top o f a hill at a spo t hei ght of 1001 feet , by 
the junction of the A 39 Bide f ord to Came lfo rd roa d wi th 
the A 395 to Hallworthy and a class 3 road from Bray Down +; ... 
to Ferrabury and a tumulus a t Tre gray, at 179890. It also 
:i:) a sse s throu gh the s ite of a pre-historic stone a t Sl a u ght-
er J3ridge , . near Carn el ford Station . At the Glastonbury end + : + 
it passes through Middlezoy and over Priest Hill. 

Duncan, i n his book •Devon and Cornwall ', page 166 , 
remarks on the extraor dina r y fact that Port Isaac is con-
nec ted with the legends of both Arthur and Tristan and + : + 
Iso lde .. It se em s likely tha t the Yseuguilt in. Bligh Bond's 
scrip t was I solde, Was Tr istram the passen ger on. the 
l'h oenician' s boat ? The association wi th Arthur and the 
round table conn ec ts the myth with thP 7 od.iac. and th er e-

+;+ 

fore with Gl aston bury0- Wa s the 11 tei;·1ple s uch as v1as of old 
+:+ in Ju dah" Mrs. Mal t wood' s Temple of the Stars , the. Glas-

ton bury zodiac ? 
Dun can r emarks on the resemblance of both Arthur a nd 

m +:+ J.ristan to St. George , in that they al l slew monsters ~ At 
the end of Bli gh Bond's script the source refers to hi m-
self as "Phocis the Mariner" . This could be a reference to 
his origin in Phocis, a state in :ancient Greece. It wa s 
here tha t Apollo slew the immensely s trong Ph orbas , who 
was preyin g on pi l gri ms , a de ed o f the type c a rri ed out 
by Arthur , Tristan a nd St. George, Apollo also ki lled 
Pythen in order to establish his shrine at Del phi . This 
really means that he gained control of the Earth Power, 
symbolised by Py thon thrashing about a mo ng the trees 
after Apollo had mor tally woun d ed it with one of the 
a rrow s which Hephaestos had forged for him . The dead bb dy 
of Python was pl ac ed beneath t he oracle at Delphi , that 
is the tame d Serpent Power was located th e re . The relat­
ionship between serpent and dragon is confirmed in Christ­
ian symbolism, for example at Char tres . Over the north 
door of the cathe dral Moses is sho w~ holding a tablet out 
of which rises a pillar with th e body of a win ged serpent 
coiled around it. ( 5) The tablet ha s t he s am e shape as 
the apsi dal plan of th e choir at Char tres, 'apse' being a 

+ : + 

+ : + 

+: + 

+ : + 

+ : + 

+:+ 

pun o n •asp', a kind of snake. It is a lso the shape of the 
omphalos stones found at De l phi a nd other oracle centres, + : + 
which RobE:rt Templ e discusse s in 11 The Sirius Mystery" . (6) 

+:+ 
This brings us back to Glastonbury~ The Tor is orre of 

the majo r cen tres of Serpent Power in Britain . Arthur is 
the British Apollo whose hunt of the Wild Boar , the sea rch 
fo r th e Twrch or Truth, the 'tour' of the 'l'empla rs , . ( 7) is . +:+ 
the pa th of initiati on, in follo wi n g which the dragon must 
be s l ain. 

+: + 

+ :+ +:+ +: + 
+ : + 
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