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generation to generation because this, ag:

the much-loved child, unaware of the host:

created merely by its own innocence. Agal;

pline and the final removal to total obsc

tale is yet another of the many variation

resurrection theme. Long essays could be written on both these
and other well~known stories..

Wasn't 1t Ouspensky who said that in every functioning group
of people there is always a Herod and a Pilate and all the
Gther characters described in the most famous story of all ?
Anyhaw, it was Ouspensky who said that the Crucifixion story
"was a drama enacted on the world stage by a group of actors
who were word perfect and who never faltered.' In the 1940's
Talbot Mundy wrote a book called "OM'" (now out of print) which
was exciting and allegorical. The chief character in this novel
was a Thibetan Lama who taught his pupils by turning them into
a tauring company of actors that travelied through India giving
one-night stands in different cities. 'hey acted always the
same play but the pupils changed parts each night so that each
could learn, from the inside, the character of the part he was
playing. And afterwards they discussed the reactions of the
audience ta each pupil's performance.

This Society has chosen to study and analyse the stories in
the Arthurian cycle of legends.. As Sid Birch has pointed out
on another page in this issue, there is more than one version
of each tale: there is scope here for many different interpre-
tations and scape for much speculation..

We, in Bristol, are planning ways and mesns of producing &
better and more professional "Pendragon" and for this, again,
we need the help and co-operation of our many members. We are
quite sure that every Pendragon can write, and that svery
Pendragon has views and ideas that are worth airing, however
controversial or otherwise.. We invite articles or letters or
reviews of books --anything you care to send us that is rele-
vant to the Arthurian scene., We shall do our best to improve
the format.
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NOTICE
++ THERE WILL BE NO DIG AT LLANELEN THIS YEAR. +
o THE OWNER OF THE SITE IS INVOLVED IN o
++  LITIGATION CONCERNING THE RIGHT OF WAY FROM -+
7Y THE CARAVAN. SITE, OBVIOUSLY WE CANNOT MAKE "
++  USE OF THAT RIGHT OF WAY UNTIL THE CASE HAS o
++ ++
+T BEEN. SETTLED. "
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The resemblance should be noted to tlie ancient symhol of the
Swastika considered as a torce-diagranm moving clockwise. The
Nazi version moved anti-clockwise, and, perhaps naturally,

¢

Proved diszstrous. Curiously eLOu5n5 they seem to bave adept-

ed 1t from the 19th.Cantury neo-paganist Guio von List, who
Observed that verious sysbols such as the Sweebika 0601Jred
in medieval religious «:t aad thuet the artists had been al-
Chemists.

If We now reiurn Lo the gstory ¢f tne Isle of Marvels, we

see Merlin closely Involved with the element of Water, whersas

5

e mlght expect Fire. VWhen we think of a wizard, we Lond L0
G ol nmime terug: inter Merlin with a flash and a bang,

Waving his wand and acting like a ball of fire ! This ig what

ghelons do. In
force that wizar

e

¢ ey, we sre rizght. Fire stands for the
is suploy, apnd a wand is cheir moaglcal tool..

LT owe sirilie o match bo light 2 cendlo, it is clear that fire
teeds on what it touches, but csn be dLPQ ted at the end of
torch,

Yet, elthough Merlin 0 together, and we have
many tales of Lis H:hL fflCdu there zare others in which
" 7 -

Water is his element. He takes Arthur to a lake where the

sword DLxcalibur appears. I 1a$lS in love with & water-spritse,

who is his downfall. They v in Lencashire tint he sleeps
J say

unrder Marton Mere. 4And he h4s s o oical isled

Alchemically, YWeiler enters ia%vo his affairse because his
maélc. though powered by Fire, must be hrought to earth by
ns of Water, A varient cccurs in a late story: the water-
sprlte imprisons him, not in a stone symbolising Yarth, but
in a wall of Air. He had bhecome toc adept in controlling the
form of events and i% had to be dissolved by means ¢f Air.
Just so does Prospero, on his magic isle, digsolve his magi-~
cal towers and palaces into thin aiv, IVMVan not a rack he~
hind, when he foregoes his powers.

The new hilt on Balin's sword is not a asymbol of alchionmy
oul of allegiance. In the 01d knglish custom of Cath~hilt, a
knight swore fealty by offering a sword, hilt-first, to bhis
lord, who accepted e gnrvice by reversing the sword ud
exurning it to he graspsd or kissed, This was last done in
England ( or rather, Veles ) in 1969, wnen the Queen dubbed
Charles the Prince of lalesz.

pell, Merlin ensured tuet the right man
would grasp the hlLt and then forget all vows to Arthur,
PoOssibly talking o8 svoT new ones werse part of the magic.
The bed in which sleup=zrs went out of their wit seems to be
part of the plot. One wesning of "wit'" was memory.

By mesns of hias spell

1t ds teapting to inveat o oo tale of kow lancelot
loses his wencry in MHerlin's Bed, and gresps the Adveunturous
Sword when he waheq Malory Leaves so many stranlds mf the
et it would be o

story Llying loos to do a better job
0f cobbling t;an Hls, moets, artists et e ooy s, Bhap

all, been doing so for centuries,

Shakegpeare's "The Teupest” is a case in point. Prosperc's
Isle is the mirror of Merlin's, but the characters of the two

magiclans are not alike, "The Teapest" has no villain, for

Prospero does act 1sra the castaweys, although he teases them,
Merlin is elther good for Galahad or bad for Lancelot, depend-

ing on the story we read, almost as if their authors saw him
a

o

IS it 1% 17 (Rl

a syinbol of sworsl power, capable of being used for either
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didn't know, couldn't remeumber,

&

Had the poet been reading Bligh Bond or was 1t just an ex- 7
ample of the poetic mechanism filtering names, sounds, ideas @
in and out of time. A process so little understood by all but &
the very best scientific minds, although keenly appreciated by %
every visitor to a fortune teller at a Fair. a
Following un recent articles concerning Bogomils from Bulgaria %

and Thracien Horsemen, Roger Rehm sends us the following note:

A Soviet construction engineer has deciphered an ancient
Basqus lascription which may prove the thecry that the north-
ern Spanish people originated in the Caucases, according to

N
3

Pravda, the Comiiunist party newspaper. 3
Fravda sai¢ the engineer had applied his knowledge of ancient

Georgian to read the inscription on a plate excavated in the &

Basque city of Bilbeao. @
It read: "Our lot is bitter and hard. ln the year 4100 %

(5679 years ago) there was a sudden earthqueke. The wise Rio
reminded his compotriots that this had happened before and that q
the country of the Iberians had plunged into an abyss and that
is why they ought to leave this area and follow the sun. He
Mmanaged to gather several hundred thousand people and they left @
towards the sunset. They found a new homeland there.,"

Scholars have long been struck by a similarity between the
language and culture of the Basque and Caucasian. peoples..

They have suggested the Northern Spanish people, whose
language resembles no other in Europe, could have been descend-
ed from the Caucasian Iberians, the ancestors of present-day
Georgians..

Scholars are working on the theory that Basque legends of a
migration from the east following "a great battle between fire,

S

ESE

earth and water," and Georgian legends that the "earth fell 2
through", could refer to the same historical event. &
!
¢
From Professor Borst. , o

I have first met the Welsh Triads, and have naturally been
fascinated. These should be valuable in penetrating pre-history.:
For instance they say that one of the "inalienable rights" is
the gathering of acorns in unenclosed land. This is clearly
pre-agricultural, I had come to the conclusion that acorns
must have preceeded wheat from references in Africa, and the B
sacred oak groves assoc¢iated with Druids. %

The early priests were so diligent in burning pagan rellglousa

(I
BESR:

books that we have nothing left, but laws are different, and ;
apparently they have survived. This should be a significant 2
line of investigation, Z
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To all those sctive members who are ab.e Lo start on a new
project NUW: ~

r0 out into the hishweys and byways of your
. ) -—— on

Will you, pleas:,
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ancient bctrm’]s, in city walls, on armorial hearings of
hif oseibly in the vicinity of churches dedi-

2
1o cal fordld D
c: Led to 'chgel or 5t. Gsorge.

If you have uot alro-dy guessed the object of this exercise
we will explean it to you whea you sead n oy covortos o
I

ugs, wreferably with hofographs and/or drawings. o
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