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P E N D R A G O N 

Journal of The Pendragon Society. Vo.l. 10 .. No. 3. 

May, 1977. 

Correspondence should bs addressed to the Hon. Sec ~ at 
Garden Flat.,_ 22 Alma Road , , Clifton,,,. Bristol, , BS8 2BY. 

Something important happened in Britain last month and we 
hope. our members will understand why most of tnis issue of our 
J ournal. is_ bein.g de.v.o.ted to tna.t ev.en t .•. 

"The Festival for 1•dnd and .oody"' was heralded by th.e media 
wd..th somewhat tentative ribaldry, -- no one had. even heard of 
such a . thi.ng be,fore. The work.men arriv.ed a day late, and then 
obviously reluctantly, to put up the stalls at Olympia ... The 
Security forces. arri v:ed . with grim fac .es , .. expecting thousands 
of. long- haired,._ pot-smpking hippies . Newsmen. from The Times,,. The 
Guardian., 'I'he 0bserv:.er and Punch scuttered ha.stily round the ex--­
hi bi ts , _ pi eked. on the easy joke-making headlimes an,d wen.t back 
to. their offic.es with superficial and even snide reports .. How­
ever, the general. public began . to. fl.ow in,, found q,µite ordinary. 
people walking about,,, heard. old friends greeting each other with 
enthusiasm. and discovered that --surprise, surprise --there were 
all kinds of new and interesting ideas and proiects being present­
ed to them. -- and went out to tell their friends .... As the days went 
o.n the c.rowds increased.,,., and on. the Saturday The Telegraph printed 
a good and perceptive article which we print in this issue for all 
to read .. 

Best of all,., the warmth,, harmony and enthusiasm of the oc-cas­
ion began to generate the climate we had all hoped for: the large 
lecture halls were. crammed full for each lecture; about 50 ,O00 
visitors passed through the great hall , .. and on. the last evening,_ 
at closing time L Sir George Trevelyan.. led the vast concourse in 
the singing of "Jerusalem" and even the Security forces joined in 

Obviously, becaus.e this was the first such occasion, there 
were mistakes and ov.ersigh ts ... The Pendragons ,___ having learnt abo.ut 
the Festival rather late in the day, c.ombined with five other 
uni ts, to form a "Glastonbury Group" and our stall was ov.ercrowded •. 
We had only leafl.ets to hand out so did not even expec.t to make 
any money. However. a stalwart and trusty friend helped to pro­
duce a worthy exhibit stand with lovely photo graphs and banner 
headlines. Our grateful thanks to Trevor McGrath and Shelley for 
all the hard work they did for us , . and thanks to .N'ick Wright also 
for going to London. week s beforehand, staying the course and 
ev.entually getting all our property safely out and stored again •. 
We hope to g reet him back in Bristol again shortly . We also have 
to thank an unknown artist -- a friend of a friend -- who painted 
a beautiful and colourful Round Table for us ~ We hope to trace 
this friend. in. due course and thank h er properly as soon as we 
c a n~ We know that the Glastonbury Group created a great deal of 
interest because visitors immediately went on to the bookstall 
a nd. bought books relating to our interests .... 
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Nowi in 1971 a some what similar thing happened when 
Andrew Kerr organised the first Free Pop Festi val a t 
Glastonbury . All who were there were conscious o :f a tre­
mendous surge of goo d will and inspiring purpose. Alas , 
this wave went ou t a gain an d left a l o t of flotsam a,nd 
j e tsam on th e sho re . '['he f;ame thing mu s t not happen again . 
The Organisers of th e Fes tival have already booked another 
and larger hall at Ol ympi a f or n ext yea r and are already 
planning the lay- out . A gr eat wa ve must come sweepins in, 
year after year, unti l ove~ thG mo st ~e s pondent must kno~ 
tha t the tide ha s tu rned . 

Th e date is already fi xe d for May 12th and the Fe s tival 
will continue fo r ten days , i hl s should be just about round 
tt e t ime of Pentec 1A t and th 0r e f oro o f considerable s i gni ­
fic ance to Ar thuriAn ~. fi u· iGne~i on he s been put to the 
Organisers by a Pen dragon member tha. t t he centre-piece 
should be a r eplica o f St onehen ge, and that all those 
groups and Societies such es ours whos e i nterests lie in 
British mytho lo gy , l egen C ~n c cul ture, should be grou pad 
r oun d thi s cen tre- ~iec e . 

It is obvi ous to u s ~ha ~ f far gr e~~a r effort is going 
t o be c2.ll0d for n ext y ,Jej--:, "'e re _Ld £~)0 for our sixth 
share of t he s·'-.a1J.. We pni. d cl . . '.' u th c~ r iL)O for l j_gh ting and 
insurance . 'l'he stand we had to im provise ( owing to.• a change 
in arrangements uy the 0r £;anL=,ers) cost :1.,zo , and the di s­
play photographs a n d bann er headings f o r thi s display 
board another ~50 . Printing and pa pe r fo r lea fl e ts cost 
rou ghly another £ 20 ~ Next yea r , if we a re to have our own 
stall and print litera t ure for s a le , we must first some-
how collect at least £ 500. 

*:* 

This So.ciety i s no t compo se d of a sr:rnl l e;roup of en- * • * 
thusias ts in Bristol only . In deed, a s quite a. few have 
moved to new jobs : or t aken th eir families out o f the city 
and into the countryside , th 0 Dr istol group grows smaller * · * 
an d s rna.ller, an d eac h mem1J :::- r _,_. b:..c2u•,;•: oft},::., :~1re s 2,n t 
e conomic clima te -- i s un der ~s much pr essure as everyone · 
else . Yo u members in o th er p~ rts ralli ed to our ai d so *·* 
nobly and promptly t hi s ye?r you ena bl ed us t o get a small 
toehold in . t his big e.dven t u.:.. c tl-10 t is t aking she pe . 1i! e r•il. v e 
c:~ whole year i n whi ch to c;•;:- th er s tr eng t h and momen.tum > so * • * 
please wil l you try to '"i'l '; u a.ys t o ,support us again ? We 
k now you w:Lll enjoy th e 1•· es t i val if yo l can mana ge to come 
and join us . ~-* 

J.' J ' Om 'i'he Daily 'I' el e1•:r-c-.TJh , Se.·cu:cc.lay, AtJri l 2 _:5 rd., 1977 . 

EAUI_S .. TO _s:~rJ_F_'.":f~TfJ\JJL:CDGE 

~ , rj_Bto pher Booker sees e, 
po .::;i ti ve .s :9proa ch i n some 
cf t.rH:: •n ew reli ~ion s ' . 

Thi s week I ha d a f aGcinatin~ expe rienc e. I spent 
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an afternoon at Olympia wandering round the so - called 
11Festi val of Mind and .tlody 11

1 a"c elebra tion of the new 
age:" ( which closes tomorrow.) . 

++ 

++ 

The temptation to poke cynical fun at this stran ge ++ 
as.se.m.blage of. "freaks and weirdos 11 • under the unlikely set­
tin.g o.f Olympia's vast Vic.torian canopy is one which a 
number of jo,urnalists hav:e found irresistible. The Times. 
diar.ist "· for instanc.e.,. almost fell over himself with ex­
ci.tem.ent m), i=in h P was abl:e to light upon "the Bio-Ac ti vi ty 
'l'ransla tor"which -.llows plan ts t o talk to you", or the 

++ 

++ stall_ offering to "photograph your aura for £1, 11 or the 
pl.easan.t young woman "munching some nu tty confection" with 
whom he fell into conversation at the (strictly vegetarian)++ 
snac.k bar •. 

".!!he stands fall into four maj_ n groups .. Firstly,. there 
are the health-food enthusiasts. ++ 

Th.en there are the out-and-out cranks o f an ageless 
nature., . such as Mr. J. Rutherford of 31 Station Road , 
Harpenden who advertises his "Theory that the passages. ++ 
and chambers of the Great Pyramid depict in stone God's 
P.lan for mankind throu gh the ages. II 

Thirdly there are t hP ,..ommercial stands,. showing every- ++ 
thing from Frisbees tokar~ta 1quipmen t (most incongruous 
of all is the stall which consists merely of a rather mel­
ancholy cha racter standing by a large, shiny kidney mach- ++ 
ine briL tling with dials .. ) 

Lastly there is the mass af stands occupied by more or 
less serious represen.t atives of what if you were being ++ 
rude, you might call "the new religion" taking forms which 
are sometimes Christian, . sometimes Eastern ( several gurus 
are on o.ffer,, via their smiling,, bearded photographs) and ++ 
som.etimes not particularly either . . 

One cannot escape the fact that the emergence of this 
new II spiritual wav.e" ac .. ro ss the West, in all its myriad 
manifestations,., has been one of the mos t surprising and 
interesting developments of the past decade. Indeed, when 
it began to break the surface (at th e time the Sixties 
pop-c.ulture "madness" was at its height, in 1966 an cl 1.96.7 . 
we f.o:rget j_ust how unexpe.cted it was. 

At that time, many of its more headline-worthy forms 
were so blatantly dubious or shallow --the great LSD 
c.raze,,. the Instant My,sti cism of the Beatles and the dear 
old Maharishi,. flower power and ri_ppy bells -- that it 
might have been . eas y to dismiss as just another passing 
fad. 

.tlu t behind the craze for "whole-food" and the smoke of 
a million joss sticks I b.eliev.e that this sense of what 
many o,f i .ts adherents des,cri be as 11 the dawning of the age 
of Aquarius"· constitues part of the most remarkable shift 
in Western. consciousness for several hundred years. 

What do the best of these new rnovernen ts have in com­
mon ? Firstly a tremendous sense of liberation from the 
sterile deadweight of our collectivist, technological , . 
materialist ,_ rationalist culture (it c a n no longer lay 
claim to the title of "ci vili sa tion. " ) 

' ++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

++ 

Secondly they share a belief that we all of us initially++ 
(and particularly un der the influence of the dominant 
orthodoxies of th e age) tend .to look at th e world through 
a limited "ego-consciousness" --but th a t if we learn to ++ 
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travel within ourselves, we be.come aware of a second , mu ch 
deeper Self within us which in some mysterious way is not 
only mudh mo.re individual to us than our little ego-self 
but is also somehow universal . 

Thirdly they have r e-found in everyday life a sense of 
the sac red, of the kind which has long sin ce departed from 
our trivial, neurotic, rationalist society (not to mention 
from mos t established churches). 

Now all this bears an uncanny resemblance to the model of 
man's psyche discovered over 50 years o f observation by the 
great Swiss psycholo gist Jung, and in any attempt to survey 
the re- emergence of this view of man in the 20th c entury 
West , Jung must obviously have a very important place . 
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I say II re-emergence" because of course, in its broad out­
lines , this is a view of man which has been held many time s 
before i n history -- by the Neo-Platonists of the Renai ssance ,++ 
by many of the ancient Greek philosophers, by the Eastern 
religions,. by Christian mystics .. Indeed, before the insti tut- ++ 
ionalisa tion of Christianity , it was the very essence o f 
Christ's own. message -- which was always directed to individ­
uals ,_ tha t they should find "the kingdom of heaven within . 11 

~ut as Jung in his role as 20th century scientist contin­
uall y emphasised , the battle to discover that "deeper Self 11 

++ 

++ within us is no easy instant thing ~, It means becoming aware ++ 
of all those hidden parts of ourselv~s (what Jung called ou r 
11 Shado w" ) which so long as we remain uncon ~cious of th em re ... 

++ main to leap out an d dominate our behaviour without our even ++ 
being awar e they are doin g so ~ 
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The fac.t that this is so difficult means of course that ++ 
many of the more modish, group-centred cults of recent years 
(all those instantly .Mystical. pop singers, for instance) are. 
really doing no thing more , in Jung's words,,, than show "a ++ 
positively morbid avidity t@ practise Indian Yoga,. o bserine a 
strict regimen of diet ,learn theoso.phy by heart or mechani­
cally repeat mystic t exts from the literature of th e whole 
world 11 simply because they dare not face themselves . 

Equally the hard road to sel f,-knowledge coul.d not be 

++ 

further from those two other major "spiritual growth indust- ++ 
rie s 11 among the young in rec.ent years --Evangelical Christian­
ity a nd Left- wing or 'l'ro tskyite Soc.ialism . 

Bo t h of these quasi religions are deeply at tirac ti v e to th e 
confused , insecure young because they seem to offer such a 
simple pa th to Instant Salvation --by ad.s._ ting 1: 0 an extern­
al s t ereotype . Both therefore are inevitably c o llecti ve move­
men ts (you cannot be a solitary Evangelical, any more t han you 
can be a solitary Socialist) . Like all collective movements , 
both inevitably proj ec t a hostility on to the outsi de world 
( we ar e the elect who have the exclusive answer) . 

Above all, neith er of them allows any real inner growth 
of the individual personality. 

But a t Ol ympi a I sensed that, in and among all the super­
ficial iti es, there were a small number of groups which had 
grasped the way to s e lf- und erstanding . What they are offering 
is not some thing fashionable , or collective, but nothin g less 
than the chance for o rdinary people to transform themselves 
in to extraordinary people , by discovering their tru e Selves 
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--and thereby experi.en.ci.n g_ that mo,st extrao rdinary 2.i.b.er= 
++ atio.n the world. has t.o offer , the knowledge that all. is One, ++ 

that Love is all,, and that life here on. earth is truly a 
sacred adv,enture . . So. sacred indeed that the very idea o.f 

++ "life on earth" becomes meaningless ,, because we are already ++ 
living li.fe eternal .. 
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of 
IDEAS 

"'l'HE TIME J±AS COM E,.." THE WALRUS SAIDc n O • • ~ C 

"To study the si.gnifi c.ance , past 1 present and future of 
the Arthurian Legends~." 

++ 

++ 

Anyone who. undertakes a course of study in how to write ~ * 
and sell short stories is invited to analyse plots of s t ori es 
already publi.shed-, and reduce them to a few sentences. Viz; 
"A has hitherto a l ways admired and emulated B e ven th0iugh som~* 
of his proj_ects seemed dubious. Now A and B are in love with 
the same girl. A no. la.n.ger admires B~ i n fact he decides to 
expose B1 s dubio us enterprises to the social circle in which *·* 
they all three currently moving , . .. " e tc. etc ~ 

Start analysing the most well-known tales and their basic 
plots show an amazing similarity: inde ed , the names of the ** 
chief characters are quite frequently interchangeable . This, 
of course,. is because each is a little treatise on Al'chemy 
and demonstrates haw evolution in consciousness takes place .** 
"The grass wi thereth, the flower fadeth o-o., 11 but evolution 
goes on for e.v.er .. 

Take,. for instanc,e, . the story of Joseph in Egypt ._ . Here 
we li~v.e the littl.e Arcadian boy ,._ radiantly versatil e» . aware 
of 'being lov:ed and. t .reasured but totally unaware of the 
h@sti.li ty he engenders in o.thers or th e virtue of discret­
ion .. He. finds himself,.. therefore i. blithely stepping into. a 
pit. that is dug fo.r him,., an.d from this there is no escape 
until he has serv:ed. a long apprenticeship in ordinary 
dail:t living .... When he has fully recognised the reali tles of 
hi.s humble an.d disciplin.ed position ~ and when the time is 
ripe, he is taken out of that position and given the oppor= 
tuni ty: to exercise his gifts , to u se the 11i_sdom he has 
acquired to feed the starving populace and s ave his country 

from famine .. 

Again~ the story of Snow White is told and re-told from 
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genera tio.n to genera tio:n. because this ,_ again , i s the tal e of 
the much-lov.ed child, . unaware of the hostili ty ard danger 
c reated merely, by its own innocence . Again the homely disci­
pline. and the final removal to to.tal obscurity ... This fairy 
tale is. yet ano_ther of the many variations on the death-and­
resurrection thern.e._ Long essays coul d be written on both these 
and other well- known stories .,.. 

** 

** 

Wasn't it Ouspensky who said that in every functioning group ** 
of people there is always a Herod and a Pilate and all the 
othe r characters described in the mos t famous story of all? 
Anyh0;w,_ it was Ouspensky who said that t he Cruci fixion story 
"was a drama enacted on the world stage by a group of actors 
who were word per feet and who never faltered . 11 In the 1 9 40' s 
Talbot Mundy wrote a book called "OM" l now out of print) which 
was exciting and allegorical ~. Th e chief charac ter in this novel 
was a Thibetan Lama who taught his pupils by turning them in to 

** 

** 

a touring company of a ctors that travell ed through India giving** 
one-night stan.ds in different cities .. 'l'hey acted always the 
same play but the pupils changed parts each night so that each 
co.uld le.arn, .. from the inside," the character of the part he was 
P.l.aying .... And after.wards the_y di.sc.ussed tha reactions of the 
audience ta each pupil's performance .,. 

This Societ;y has chosen to study and analyse the stories in 
the Arthurian. c.ycle of legends - As Sid Birch has pointed out 
on. ana.the·r page in. this issue,., there is more than one version 
of eac.h tale.:: there is scope here for many different interpre­
tations and s c.o.pe for much speculation .. 

We.,_ in. Bristol,, are planning ways and rneo.ns of producing c, 
bet ter and more. professional "Pendragon" and for this, again, 
we need th.e. he1,I? and. co.-operation. of our many members . We are 
quite. sure that every Pendragon can write, and that e very 
Pendragon;. haa v:i.ewa an.d ideas that are worth airing, however 
c.ontr.oversi.al or otherwise . . We invite articles or letters or 
reviews of. books --anything you ca re to send us that is rele­
vant to the Arthurian scene . . We shall do our best to improve 
the format ... 
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N.OTICE 

THERE WILL BE NO DIG AT LLAN ELEN THIS YEAR , 

THE OWNER . OF THE SITE IS INVOLVED IN 

LITIGATI.ON. CONGERNiiNG THE RIGHT OF WAY FROM 

THE CARAVAN. SITE .. OBVIOUSLY WE CANNOT MAKE 

USE OF THAT RI.GHT OF WAY UNTIL THE CASE HAS 

BEEN. SETTLED .. 

+++++++++++++++++ 
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II * 11 MERLIN.' S ISLE by "*" 
Sid Birch by . . 

"* ti 
There was a poor Northumbrian knight, says Malory, 

c all ed Balin le. Savage . . The lady of a certain. castle per-
" * 11 suaded him "to have a do and jo.ust with a knight hereby that "* 11 

keepe th an islan.d . " The two knights fought and slew each 
oth er ... Befo r e they died, . they recogp.ised each other as 

11 * " br others ,. and the lady buried them where they fell.,, On the 11 * 11 

nex t day c ame Merlin , who did many things for which the 

fl* II 

II* II 

II * II 

fl * II 

II* II 

II * 11 

II * fl 

II * 11 
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island was n amed Merlin ' s Isle,. or the Isle of Marvels . . 

On Balin} s tomb he wrote an epitaph in letters of gold , 
and he made there a bed "where. should nev.er man lie but he 
went out of his wit . " Also he put a new pommel on Balin' s 
swo r d , _ with a spell so that no- man. should be abl.e to grasp 
i t save Lan.celot or Galahad hi..s son, and that with it Lance­
lot should slay hi.s best friend, _ Sir Gawain .. By a further en­
chantment ,. the sword was set in. a marble sto.ne • .:E'or. many 
years it hovered . over the water ..., Then it "swam down the 
stream to the city of Camelot",. where Galahad grasped it .. He 
had already obtained its scabbard,._ whic.h Merlin had left for 
him to find on the sho,re of the island, to which the wizard 
had bui lt a bridge of iron .. and steeL only hal.f-a-foot broad, 
which on l y a.n honest knigh ,t c.ould tread., 

So. ends the tale. of the two brothers •. Like much of the 
book of Sir Balin , i.t is rir.17 in imagery, obscure in meaning, 
and something of a hodge-podge of many legends. Students of 
Arthur ian romance,. such as the poet Southey-,, realised that 
Mal.ory in 1469 must have drawn his material from a lost 
sourc e , __ but it did . not c·ome to., li.ght until. 1869 •. This was 
the "Suite de. Merli.n.." e Other fragments of it have since been 
found , the earliest being written in a 13th ... Century hand . • 
The va r io us texts agree closely with Malory,. so that now we 
know more about hi.s so.urces and. have only t.o learn. wha_t his 
story really mean.t ... 

To study the whole of the Book of Sir Balin would be a 
long task, but by selecting the final secti.on,,, that of the 
two br others and Merlin's Isl.e,_ one seems to see a statement 
n f al chemical. theory in., the.' form of. an allegory of Me.rlin. as 
a wi zard Fo r instance., .. alchemi.c.al reactions are often des-
cribe d in t e.rms of two bro the.rs. fighting., f'AA.TH(f'Of\M) 

A shor t note on the theory may bo 
he l p ful ~ ( See diagram) . The four 
elen"en t s are set at the four c.om­
pa s s - poi nts . 1hey symbolise the two 
po l a ri t i es , , Form and Force (Earth ~TE-"'11 _ _,_ia;;,->ill---=---..,Alf\ 
and .rire ) and their two transmuters, 
Air an d Wat e r~ 

Fire i s t r ansmuted in to Earth 
by Water, and not by Air ,,, which 
merely feeds it . SimilarlyL Earth is 
transmuted i n to J< 'i re by Air., and not 
by Wa t er, which quenches Fire ~. FIN:(.~) 

Thi s cycle of alchemic.al c.ha.nge. is shown in the diag~am. ► 
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The resemblance should be noted to the ancient symbo l of th e 
Swastika considered as a force-diagram moving clockwise . The 11 •x• 11 

Nazi version moved anti-clockwise,_ and, perhaps n a turally, 
p roved di.sastrous ~ Ct1 riously enough, t h e y seem tc, "r, 3.ve adopt -
ed it from the 19th.Century neo-paganist Liui o von List, who 11 -:rn 

observed . that va rious symbo ls such as the Sw2st ika occurred 
in medieval reli gious a1 t and tha t t he artists. h a d been al-
chemists . tt-i<-" 

1 f we now return to the story of the Isle o f Marvels, we 
see Merlin closely involve d wi th the element of Wa ter, whereaG 
we might expect Fire , When we think of a wizard , we· toncl_ to .n 
;o;o i E :;::211 t )mime terms: Enter Merl in wi th a flash a nd a bang, 
waving hi s wand and a cting like a ball of f ire ! This is what 
1 agi cian s do. In a way, we, are right. F'ire stands fo r the 
f o r ce tha t wizards employ, and a wand is their mAgical tool. 
J. f , we str ike a mR. tch to light a cendl e, it is clear that fire 
feeds on what it tou ches, but can be directed at the end of a 
tor,ch . 

• ~i'et, al though Me rlin and Fire go together, and vrn have 
many tales of his panto tricks 1 the re a re o thers in which 
Wa ter is his element . He tak es Arthur to a lake where the 
sword Excalibur appears . He f alls in l ove wi. th a water-sprit e , 
who is his downfall. They say in Lanc ashi re that he slee ps 
urrder Marton Mere , And he has a rn: :. Gi c a l isle .· 

Alchemically, Water enters into his affairs because his 
magic, thou gh powere d by Fire, must be brought to earth by 

• me,:ins of Wa ter . A vari ant occurs in a late stol'y: the wa ter­
spri te imprisons h im, ~ot in a stone synbolising Earth, but 
in a wall of Air ~ He had become too adep t in controlling th e 
.form of events and it had to be dissolved by mean s c,f /,j_r . 
J ust so does Prospe ro , on his magic isle, dissolve his magi­
c~ l towers and palac e s into thin air , leavin g not a rack be­
hind', __ whe.n he forego" e s his powers ~ 

The new hilt on -Balin 1 s sword is not a symbol of a l cl"1ouy 
• bu,t of allegiance . I n the 01d English custom of .Oa th-hilt, a 
knight swore fealt y by offering a sword , _ hilt-first, t o his 
lord , who accepted t h e s e rvice by reversinG the ,:-, wo1~d c:nrJ . 

. h~tu'rning it to be gi~asped or ki ssed . This was l as t done in 
England ( or r:S.ther , Wales ) in 1969, wnen the Queen dubbed 
Che_rles the Prine e of Wales. 

I 

_BY: .means of his s pell, Merlin ensure d the t the . right man 
would grasp the hil t and then for ge t all. VO "f✓ S to Arthur, 
possibly taki ng on w:1a t ev•c:I' n ew ones wer e part o i , the magic. 
The bed i n w-J:-1 ich sle ope rs went out of their wit seems to be 
part of the plot . On e meanin g of '1wi t 11 was memory. 

1 t is t empting to" invent c. ;-1e;g tal e of to1.•i ]Jf\.i-r cie:JL©t 
loses his mer:iory in Merlin 1·s Bed , and gre.sps th e Adveu.turous 
Swo'r d when he wa.kes . Malory leaves so many sLandr:, o f the 
s tory lyin g l~os o that it woul d be easy to do a better job 
of cobbli:1.g t han J·d .s . . Poets, ar tist n ;_,_rid ·.,_rr-i ;~ ;c• J' ."' h -.v :1, f t ·::ic. · 
all, been doing so for centuries. 

Shakespeare's "The '.L' empes t" is a case in point •. Prospero' s 
Isle .is the mirror of Merlin' s, but the characters of the two 

. magi..cians are not alike. 11The 'I'empes t" bas no villain, for 
Prospero does no t i1a.r,11 the c a staways, al thou gh he teases them , 
Merlin is either go od fo r Galahad or bad for Lancelot , depend­
ing □n the story we read, almos t as if their authors saw him 
as a symbol of amoral power, capabl e of being u se d for either 
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good or evil ..., The: major dif f erence between Merl in and 
Pro-spero, is that the latter chooses to be a whitG magician 
an.d finally to resign his powers , whereas Merlin doe s not . 

If. Sl:lakespeare did have Merlin's Isl e in mind when he 
wrate "The Tempest" , this difference may have been o ne of 
the points he wished to bring out . There is a lso the an ti t h ­
esis between the s weet and inno cent Mi randa , and Gui neve re . 

The. con.flictin g traditions of Arthurian romance are 
p_a.rt of its cha.rm ... I n a s.ense , it do es not ma.tter very r:1uch 
whe t h er we e ver find the t r ue original source , for the sub­
ject ]Leads _ to sufficiently rich insi ghts wherever it i s 
followed .. The q_u.est i s eno1..t5h. 

I H(· n-::- ii -;~- }I<- :r-:· q 
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From, Our Correspondence 

From Patricia Villi ers-Stuart . 

DRAGON POWER STRIKES AGAIN ? 

I was most interested by Marke Pawson's ar tic l e in 
''Pendragon' Vol.1O . No.2 entitl ed "Dragon PoV1e r 11 • In the 
introduc.tio.n, it says i t is "An 2.ccount of thG 1:nxy i n which 
apparen.tly random r eference to several different books 
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se.emed to connect peopl e and events in history al!lld mytholo gy q 
and the places associa ted wi t··1 them in a rather surpri s i ng- /i. 
way~II Is the fol]owin g an example of jus t a touch of the ol d ? 
drag.p:n, at. work ? :(;j 

(r.i) 

In the article BliJh Bo n d 's 11 11~e Gate of Remembrance " i.s ~ 
quo.ted fr::im to tell the story , ori6inally given in autorncA tic f;) 

wri.ting to Bon.d, . of one w~10 ,a.ll ed ~1 i u.se lf Phocis th e Marin- L' 
f. •, 

er . Pho.cis apparently came t o Enclan ,oJ. with the Phoenician s , ·:'; 
their captain being Phaedrus. T:1e: ·, ,::,ou 6ht with th em a ?~ 
princ .. e.,. who afterwards married c:, l ocr, l princess Ys 0uguil t or 

·ir! 
Iso_lde. And this. prince built a ternJJle here 11 s uch as was of ,. ·.·,·, 
o.,ld in Judah"~ ~~ . 

In my min.d this account sparked off a dis t an t memory. , Not ~r 
quite far distant , only to my own you th. I was stage-s truck ~ 
in . those days and b ecame i nvolved in a proposed performance ,, 
of. "The Waste Land" T. S . Eliot himself' u sed to come to :r.o- ff 
hearsal.s . 1 regret to say it neve_;::• really got of I the. /,f 
ground., It's first an d only ground being a t op room s omewhere/2; 
in the vicinity of Co vent Garden, However, . later on, when . I ) 
hecame interested in the s ymb olism of the Taro.t cards, I @, 
remembered some of t h e lines we used to chant: ~} 

Madame Sosostri s , famous clairvayan te } 
Had, a bad. c old , neverthel e,ss ·,i 

/r:'J 
Is known to b e the i,visest woman in Europe, iJ 
With a wicked pack of cards ._ Here, said she j, 

,11, 

Is your card, the drowned Phoecian Sailor . ; 
(Thos_e are pearles that were his eye s o Look ! ) 0l 

~n~ wondered about the Phoecian sailor . I couldn' t seem to 
find any: ref.erenc.e to him in the Tarot. What had T. S. Eliot 
intended. ? That he had intended Taro t cards was obvious by 
his further mentioning the Wheel and the Hanged Man .. I wrote 
to him to enq,uire ... Th e reply was somewhat negative . He 
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didn't kno w, couldn't remember . 

.H.ad the poet be,en readin g Bligh Bon d or was i t j µst an e x,­
ample o f the poe tic me cha nism filtering names ,, sounds.1 ideas 
i n a n d out a£ time . A proc ess so l itt1e under s tood by all but 
the vr:::ry best scientific min ds,, al t hou gh k eenly appreciated by 
every vi sitor t o a f ortun e teller a t a Fair ~ 

Fa l l o.wing up x: ecent artic l es conc erning Bogomils from Bulgari a 
and Thracian Horsem en, Roger Rehm sends us the following note: 

A Sovie t c onstruction engin eer has deci ph ere d a n ancient 
Basqu_, L :rscri ption which may prov,e the th eory that the north­
ern Spanish peopl e ori ginated in the Caucases, according to 
Pravda, the Communis t par t y n ewspaper. • 

Pravda sai d the en gineer ha d appli ed his knowledge of an cient 
Georgian t o read the inscription on a plate exca vated in the ''!? 
Basque ci ty o.f Bilbao . ra, 

It read:' 110ur lot is bitter and hard . ln. the year l+lOO i 
( 3479 years ago) ther e was a su dden earthquake . The wise Rio ~ 
reminded his compa triots that this had happened befo-re and that ~ 
the coun.try of the Iberians had plunged into an abyss and that ifu 
i.s why they ought. to leave this area and follow the sun .. He J 
managed to gather several hundred thousand peopl.e and they left ; 
towards the sunset ._ They found a new homeland there .-" 

Scholars have long been struck by a similarity between the 
l anguage and culture of the Basque and Caucasian. peopl.es . .. ® 

They have suggested the Northern Spanish people ,. whose ~ 
language resembles no other in. Europe ~ could have been descend- iv 
ed from the. Caucasian Iber ians, the ancestors of present- day 
Georgians ~- § 

Scho lars are working on the theory that Basque legends o,f a 
migration from the east following "a great battle between fire ,. 
earth and water ,;' and G0orgian legends that the "earth fell. 
through" , could refer to the same historical event . 

~ ; 
~ 

From Professor Borst . I 
I have first met the Welsh Triad.st and have naturally been f 

fascinated ~ These should be valuable in penetrating pre-history., 
For instance they sa:iw that one of the "inalienable rights" is 
the ga t hering of aco r ns in unenclosed land . This is clearly 
pre-agricultural- I had come to the conclusion that acorns 
must hav:_e preceeded wheat from references in Africa ,, and the @ 

sacred oak groves asso ciated with Druids _ I 
The early priests were so diligent in burning pagan religious¼l\lm 

books that we have nothing l eft , but laws are different, and 
apparently they have s urviv ed . This should be a significant , 
lin e of investiga tion ,, @ 

To a l l those a ctive members wh o a re a ble to star t on a new 
project 1'-lOW : -· 

Will yo u , please ,go out into the hi ghways and byways o f your 
nei gh uou r-ho c-i.:l ;:::.~H1 rii ,0;<: o v 2 r "' s 1.1an y ::l.ra __ ,_-._: 11 :? a .-: :, o Ll c ,: ,:·,_ -- on 
ancient ga t eways, i.n city walls, on a r morial bearings of 
local f mii '_ es , po ssi bly in t he vicinity of ch urches d e di­
ca ted to bt . Micha el or St. George. 

If you have not a l r ea dy guessed the object of this exercise 
we will explain it ta you when you send in : our r eID r t s to . 
us , preferably with photographs and/or dra wings. 
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