








Down to the middle of the 17th
century the poetry was composed
in syllabic verse: seven sylla-
bles usually to a line. ‘The po-
etry was the poetry of the poets
and bards, and was extremely ri-
gid in rhyming and assonance.
1these metres were in use long
before the introduction of Chri-
stian hymnology into Ireland.
The old bardic schools however
were destroyed and with them
went the old tradition of "lof-
ty" rhyming. All the songs we
now have are in metres that em-
erged with the disappearance of
file or professional poets. The
file had long ignored these me-
tres, usually used in lovesongs.
And these lovesongs became tre-
mendously popular in the 18th
century. Patriotic songs took
the form of Aisling or "vision"
poetry. These poems were written
for traditional airs. In these
poems the poet spies a spéir-
bhean or "skywoman" coming to-
wards him. He addresses her and
asks if she is any of all the
women he can recall from Irish
or Greek mythology. She eventu-
ally tells him she is Ireland,
grieving under the oppression of
foreigners who would shortly be
driven from the land. Many of
thes® songs are still sung in
Ireland.

In the next part I will discuss
the modern Irish falkseng, with
examples; the collectors of the
nineteenth century; Irish dance
music and dancing; traditional
techniques and styles and finish
with some observations about’
evidence of the antiquity of the
melodies.

BOOK REVIEWS

ton's printed book) "into a la
guage which is understandable
and acceptable to a modern-day
reader"., It's a strange work,
unfinished (stopping at the
point where Lancelot and Guine
ere realise their mutual passi
and uneven( starting as a re-r
dering of Malory's prose and e
ing as pure Steinbeck). But on
senses throughout the creative
artist struggling to reshape h
material for a different age.
Steinbeck would never have put
lished his work in its current
state because, as fiction, it
falls short, As a study of a
ticular creative process howev
it is fascinating, not least f
the revealing correspondence
which forms the bulk of the se
ond half of the book. The stru
gle was unfortunately at this
stage beyond him and it was vi
tually untouched from after hi
sojourn in Somerset in 1959 tc
his death in New York in 1968.
But if one looks carefully the
are jewels glinting in the in-
complete crown, which hint tar
talisingly at what might have
been.

The second book is by the edit
of the encyclopaedia "Man, Myt
and Magic", Richard Cavendish!'
King Arthur & the Grail (Weide
feld & Nicolson 1978). This is
as the subtitle The Arthurian
legends and their meaning pro-
claims, a comprehensive analy:
of the stories which have att:
ed themselves to the characte:
Arthur. For newcomers to the ]
ends, and even for veterans, 1
is a useful companion to read
straight through or merely to
into. Cavendish concentrates ¢
the legends as tales of heroi:
honour, the search for integr:
and the conquest of death. "It
N -t rr ™ - -ays, "the
attract:

e 1s to i

¥y, I fee:

commendet
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SIR GAWAIN'S HORSE

X HEN Sir Gawain set out in
lsearch of the Green Knight, he
eeded all the help he could
uster. The previous New
Yedr's Day, at Camelot, he had
chopped off the Green Knight's
head, only to be told, as the
strange visitor picked up his
head and rode away:
"I charge you to come to the
Green Chapel next year, and re-
ceive such a blow as you have
dealt."

Now this is the whole point of
the story, because Gawain does
not have his head chopped off.
His ordeal is really a test of
his resistance to temptation by
the Knight's lady, who is secret-
1y Morgan la Fay. She has set up
the whole enchantment of the ap-
parently headless knight in ord-
er to spite Guinevere and the
court of Arthur. Gawain's virtue
defeats her, for after her great-
est efforts, his only lapse is to
take from her a girdle of green
silk which she says will protect
the wearer from injury. He wears
it at the duel, and receives a
minor neck wound. But for the
slight failure of virtue, he
would have been unharmed, and
this is what the original charge
upon him fore-shadows:

"Receive such a blow as you have
dealt, as you have deserved."

But, of course, when Gawain sets
out on All Saints' Day to seek
the Green Chapel, he does not
know this, so he takes his red
shield with a golden pentangle
on it, not so much to repel spi-
rits as to symbolise moral perf-
ection. He also takes his horse,
named Gryngolet, and in my opin-
ion this name is given by the
anonymous poet for a particular
reason, because it is ancther
moral weapon for Sir Gawain to
take.

The poem of the Greem Knight was
written gquite late to be an Arth-
urian source, probably by Hugh
Massey, in the 14th century. The
Masseys are an old Cheshire fam-
ily, and the poem is written in
the local dialect. Also we read
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how Gawain rode north from Came-
lot, through Wales and over the
Dee. The Green Chapel seems to
have been somewhere in the hilly
part of Cheshire near Wild Boar
Clough. Not far away is the rocky
cleft called Lud's Church, which
ends in a cavern by the statue

of a woman, probably mnow vandal-
ised, alas., It may well have been
Morgan la Fay.

In such a remote landscape, it
seems, a late-medieval poet re-
stated the legends believed by
his countryfoelk in the fashion-
able Arthurian mode, and so Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight, al-
though not an original Arthurian
source, becomes an unique treas-
ure of Arthur for those who en-
quire into the Matter of Britain.

The name of Gawain's horse has a
curious history. It first appears
in 12th century French as a kind
of horse. But Chaucer, in The
Merchant's Tale (circa 1386 and
contemporary with Hugh Massey),
makes a passing reference to
something being "as tricky as the
Boat of Wade™, and an edition of
Chaucer dated 1598 says that this
boat has a name: Gryngolet. This
is the same as Gawain's horse.

Wade was the hero of tales that
flourished in England for about a
thousand years. He was the father
of Wayland the Smith, both giants
of the Northern myths. He is also
mentioned in Caxton's edition of
Malory, where someone is said to
be "as wyghte (active) as ever
Wade or Launcelot", He bestrides
all myths that ever came to Albi-
on, and may well be the Giant Al-
bion himself. :

Gryngolet as a word probably
comes from the Celtic, via Norm-
ans and Bretons. In the modern
Breton dialect, gwenn=white, or
pure, and gallout=power or capa-
bility. Sir Gawain rides a white
horse, a symbol of the power of
purity akin to that of the uni-
corn, because moral purity will
help him best against the wiles
of Morgan la Fay.

This is not surmise, but one of









AN ESSAY ON THE WORKINS8S OF A SYMBOL ;jI\PQ|

I was searching in my local 1lib-
rary for books specifically on
the symbolism of the head in or-
der to follow up some thoughts on
Sir Gawain & the Green Knight.
The search was unsuccessful, sc I
settled instead for a work osten-
sibly in a different subject-area
- Arthur Koestler's The Roots of
Coincidence.! However, even the
title itself was significant as I
found on later reading the book,
for one of the chapters was enti-
tled "Janus",.

JANUS

Janus is the Latin god who gave
his name to January, the begin-
ning of the modern year. He seems
to have been a rural equivalent
of Juppiter, the chief Roman god:

Janas = Dianus ("the god")

Jup-piter = Junus Pater
("god the father")

He is often depicted on coins as
two-faced ("janiform") and was
the god of the doorpost or thres-
hold. As god of the doorpost he
was not only the all-important
pivot but also a guardian, like
the famous leonine door-knocker
of Durham Cathedral which one
grasped to gain sanctuary (in
lieu of acsyally crossing the
threshold} !

Durham Cathedral Roman-
esque Sanctuary knocker

The idea of a head protecting
the home was an ancient one., The
Scythians by the Caspian Sea be-
tween 1800 and 700 BC used to
decapitate their enemies and
skewer the heads on long wooden
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staves

above t

ies would not only graphically
demonstrate their undoubted phys-
ical prowess, but also assume ma-
gical power by frightening further
enemies both in flesh and spirit.

In later times the Celts received
this tradition and practiced sim-
ilar customs, nailing heads to
their houses or displaying them
in the lintels and upright posts
of their religious sanctuaries.

France

Severed-head,

Noves,

There they acted rather like
voiceless porters, and here I am
reminded of a suggestive passage
in Culhwch and Olwen in the medi-
eval Welsh Mabinogion. Glewlwyd
"Mighty-grasp" is King Arthur's
porter each first day of January.
His deputies for the rest of the
year are Huandaw and Gogigwr and
Llaesgymyn, and a certain "Pen-
pingion who goes upon his head to
spare his feet, neither heaven-
wards nor earthwards, but like a
rolling stone on a court floor".
These "deputies" sound to me to
be unfortunate individuals minus
their bodies (let alone their
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et).

ardian heads persisted through
late medieval times - church

rgoyles are an obvious example,

practice stopped only by pyri-

n disapproval - and we find

e heads of nobles, traitors

d rebels executed for politic-
(and perhaps even ritual)

asons adorning the city walls
Lon%on right up to the Age of

ason.

e main problem with guardian

ads however (unless yours was

stined to be one) was that,

t only did they warn enemies

‘ay, they in effect kept you

'isoner by denying you protec-
tion beyond the threshold they
guarded. In other words they
were, both literally and meta-
phorically, "two-faced".

HOLONS

In The Roots of Coincildence
Koestler discusses his Janus
concept at length in the chapter
of that name. For him, Janus is
a personification for the holon,
a term he coined to mean a "sub-
whole". The term holon brings
together two opposing tendencies
within any apparent unity. One
tendency is self-centred, and
independence-seeking. The other
is symbiotic, integration-seek-
ing. This applies to anything,
from sub-atomic particles
through organic bodies to enti-
ties on a truly macrocosmic lev-
el. Thus, on a human level, we
are a2ll individuals, but cannot
be entirely independent of en-
vironment or other individuals.

Psychologically we are all Janus
~type holons, being both outward
and inward-looking. I find the
so-called cup-and-ring markings
made by various prehistoric or
preliterate societies an inter-
esting model for Koestler's
holons:

cup RING
To explain: on one extreme is

the individual who regards the
Lf as the centre of the uni-
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verse:
UNIVERSE

self
universe

SELF—»

The other extreme has the indivi-
dual trying to find the universe
within himself. The extremes can
coalesce when there is no differ-
entiation between self and uni-
verse, as for example in the in-
fant or the mystic. Here Janus
the god, the paradox, is perhaps
most fully realised in the flesh
as it were.

For the rest of us mortals who
merely observe, we can become
aware of an intermediate state
where the rings of self and uni-
verse overlap:

Self Universe

Matter Spirit

This overlap presents to us that
familiar almond-shaped figure
known as the vesica piscis (fish-
bladder) or mandorla which is
found surrounding medieval images
of God Incarnate. Here the rings
represent the worlds of matter
and spirit.

Now, there is a strange sandstone
head from Heidelberg (¢ 200 BC)
which displays the mandorla in
the position usually taken by the
mystic's "third eye" (often id-
entified as the pineal gland). It
seems, in a way, to summarise
Koestler's essay, which is on the
relationship between the worlds
of ordinary sense perception and
extra-sensory perception (ESP):




For most of us the mandorla can
provide a useful holon- or Janus-
symbol for viewing the self and
the world. The alternative symbol
of cup-and-ring could however be
more dangerous: either

(1) the self, imprisoned in its
sanctuary, defies the inimical
universe; or else

(2) the universe seeks to annih-
ilate the precious principle of
self within it.

In other words, it shows us our
own attitudes when at our most
childish or our most suicidal.
The plansof many Iron Age hill-
forts demonstrate the precarious-
ness of such an either/or atti-
tude where the guardian of the
gate could so easily become the
lurker at the threshold, trapping
the defenders (cf Chun Castle and
Castle Dore, both in Cornwall).

—

Q O

GODHEAD

The human head as part of a lar-
ger whole, and yet, paradoxically,
as a symbel of the whole, is a
theme found from earliest times.
About 8000 BC the earliest set-
tlers of Jericho deposited the
heads of their dead apart from
the body with the faces modelled
in clay and the eyes inset with
shell. Near-contemporary burials
of heads coated in red ochre in
"nests" in Mesolithic S. Germany
seem to show similar psychic pro-
cesses from south-west Asia right
across Europe - the dead living
on through the separated heads,
treated to look alive.

Earlier, Peking Man also showed
interest in skulls by extracting
the brains for ritual eating, as
did Neanderthal men from south of
Rome, and, more recently, Melane-
sian cannibals. This desire to
partake of the essence of someone
else, whether enemy or dead rela-
tive, has a psychological basis
too complex to discuss here, but
the evidence suggests that the
victims were dedicated to the Di-
vine and therefore also received
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back some of the divine essence.

" (The idea of ingesting the divine

is of course known to Christian-
ity but the unpleasant connota-
tions are generally eschewed.)

Celtic and Arthurian legend have
two particularly striking exam-
ples which show an indirect con-
nection between severed heads and
feasting:

(1) Bran the Blessed (from one of
the Mabinogion tales) has his
head struck off but it continues
supernaturally to be "pleasant
company" at feasting in Harlech
and at the Assembly of the Wond-
rous Head in Gwales off Pembroke-
shire. The association of the head
with feasting was evident with
both the Celts and the Scythians:
they sawed off all below the eye-
brows of the cleaned-out heads of
their worst enemies, and these
were then often lined with gold
for use as drinking-cups.

Similarly, in Sir Gawain & the
Green Knight, King Arthur announ-
ces that

(2) he will not eat on New Year's
Day until he hears of or witnesses
a marvel, which turns out to be
the Beheading Game demanded by the
Green Knight.

THE GREEN KNIGHT

In the event, Sir Gawain plays the
Beheading Game on the threshold of
the New Year, at the beginning of
the month dedicatied to Janus, The
Game was to behead the challenger,
and then to suffer the return blow

R 2 T

hurian romances, who has given
name to Lud's Church in Staf-
dshire, the natural rock fiss-
which is almost certainly th
en Chapel of the Green Knight!
finally there is the GREEN

KNIGHT himself, identif

SIR BERCILAK (from the

bachlach "a churl"), who

first day of January st

heralded into King Arthur's court
what on earth was the porter do-
ing?) and becomes a once-and-fut-
ure being despite having his head
struck off.

The question is: can we identify
all these personages as one and
the same? Even as circumstantial
evidence none of the foregoing
would stand up in a court of law,
but, poetically, I think the foll-
owing summing-up would be acceptied
in Arthur's court at least:

At the turning-point of the year
Gawain is made to recognise his
paternity in the guise of Loth or
Bercilak or Janus or whatever. Not
his physical father but, if you
like, his universal father, the
"Whole" of which he is the sub-
whole or holon. Now this was a
very important lesson to learn in
pre-literate societies - the
source of one's being - which is
why ancestral lists baulk so larg-
in tradition (the Bible has sever-
al obvious examples), and why the
lack of a sense of continuity
with the past can not only lead

to the generation '"gap" but also
to a lack of a sense of direction
and purpose.

That the power of such fairy-tale
concepts continues to survive,
against all odds, in a 20th-cent-
ury industrialised country like
Britain is evidenced by a seasonai
dance performed in Grenoside by
ordinary no-nonsense Yorkshiremen.

Here is the Captain (1lit.

"Head-
man") wearing a rabbit-skin cap,
his neck encircled by six "sword-"
wielded by his "sons", about to
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"decapitated" on Boxing Day
near the turning of the year.
And even if we didn't know that
it was all play-acting, we can
be certain that the "dead" man
would be back to life quicker
than you could nod your head.

1. Arthur Koestler The Roots of
Coincidence {Hutchinson 1972)

2. Remember how Ebenezer Scroo-
ge's door~knocker appeared as
the head of his deceased partner
Jacob Marley in Dickens' Christ-
mas Carol?

3. Cf Margaret Murray The Divine
King in England (London 1952)
for an argument in favour of
"ritual" executions.

4, For Cuchulainn's many behead-
ing exploits see The Tain (tran-
slated by Thomas Kinsella from
the epic Tain Bo Cuailnge) or
"The Cattle-Raid"(OUP) 1970.

5. See Twentieth Century Inter-

PENDRAGONRY

Back numbers of this magazirne
in this A5 format are available,
but only in limited numbers, at
30p each plus postage, as
follows:

VoL 10
No 4 Dragons

veLr 11
No 1 Merlin
2 Lancelot
3 Round Table
4 St Brendan; Magic Squares

"A for Arthur", an informal
history of the Pendragon Society,
is also available in limited
numbers, also at 30p + postage.

"The Stories of King Arthur and
his Knights" are told for child-
ren on cassette (details on
request).

A sturdy badge for members
showing a gold wyvern-dragon on
a blue field can be had at £1.00.

pretations of Sir Gawain... {(ed-
ited by Denton Fox, Prentice-
Hall Inc., NJ, 1968) 106-109.

.:ﬁﬁg§§§

—1

n, London W3

ndings in the
meaning to the
hich I had not

ce to Coptic

id Birchby's
merian origins,
a method of re-
component syll-
had a reason-
an-Hittite lan-
he Sumerian ci-
etter syllables
ve a meaning

ns in which
pressed.

)

\ "t

d to convey the
we know how,

h the result

A can be interchangeable in certain usage,
can have the same meaning as, I suppose,

o their pronunciation in local dialects. Af-

OND, UND, And AND for the word AND, according
live.

Suggested meaning

Proclaim, say. (The sign, a sickle, is
thought to be from the Cypriote, and sug-
gests the clearing of an old, ripe crop to
clear the land.)

A son, a Chief, a Judge, a God. {(The sign,
a deer's head, was the Akkadian word DARA,
meaning a deer and also God. DARA was one
of the titles of EA.)

Water, and also the letter A was an accep-
ted abbreviation for EA, the God of Crea-
tion and of the Deep Waters. AADARA or for
short ADARA meant :~ the son of EA,

Bright, High, a servant. (The sign repre-
sents rays descending from above.)

A bud, a young growth.
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Akkadian-

Hittite word Sign Suggested meaning
TE To grow, to become, to worship, to estab-
lish., (The Akkadian sign, of a
;5{?3 sprouting grass shoot, changes to: X§2x
which resembles the six-point Linear
star of the cryptogram.) Babvlonian

NE Male

0
| aoms |
o]

In Hittite: to beat; with the sigrn show-
ing an arm holding a rod in its fist.
In Hebrew: a sign; the sign I

(TAU)

for this meaning is:

An eye. (Suggests Osiris.)
(AIN)

PE An Akkadian word of obscure meaning. The
sign, a Crook, seems to suggest a shep-

herd.

A luck symbol of the Common Man.

RO A spear head. Seems to suggest death.

(The Spear of Longinus?)

TAS A'lion's head sign as used on seals. Also
bears a meaning: heroic. (A prophetic

reference to the Lion of Judah?)

W= 39| =] 0 |l

In view of the age of the Cryptogram, is it possible that the Chaldea
Magi hid a high level prophetic revelation about the birth of Jesus
Christ in a cryptogram of which only they knew the facts? In this way
they would be free from persecution from the Assyrians and the Greeks
under Alexander to whom the Cryptogram would be unclear. The Magi wer
present at Bethlehem right on time...

(The books of reference I found useful were —in chronological order!:

The Hittites & their Language, Lt Col C.R.Conder (W.Blackwood & Sons
1698)

Le Déchiffrement des Ecritures, Ernst Doblehofer (Arthaud, 1960)

The Hittites, O.R.Gurney (Book Club Associates, London, 1975)

THE WORD SQUARE & A SUGGESTED SOLUTION

From Patricia Villiers-Stuart, London SW6

I was delighted to read in Pendragon the detailed account of this mys-
terious word square., May I suggest a solution very much in keeping
with that of Peter Ratazzi.

The first two words SATOR and AREPO if read backwards are ROTAS and
OPERA like the last two words. I consider it useless to look for their
other meanings when their meaning is that they must be read backwards.
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The word square drawing attention

necessity of considering the backwi
forwards way in which the wheels o:
and the heavens operate. Saying thi

)

must look both forwards and backwa
SIAIT]OIR the same time for time to be no mo:
- EE = us to glimpse the purposes of eter._.,.
ofP. Al In the middle is the word TENET which can
LITIAIS be read backwards and forwards, meaning to

hold, to grasp, to be tenacious.

"To hold, grasp, understand the meaning of
life, we must read its workings, its wheel-
ing operations both backwards and forwards"

. FROM KIRCHER'S “ ARITHMOLOGIA® ~- that would be to put it at length.

However this to and fro effect isn't only

a verbal expression, it is also a mathemat-
ical fact, which I think has been much
neglected in recent times. In western math-
ematical thought numbers always go for-
1601 - 1680 wards, they ascent from 1 to Infinity. No
thought is given to the opposite backward
progress of numbers descending from Infin-
and at 1 or O breaking into fractions. By investigating the spati-
atterns of the two way approach to numbers another world of

ght is encountered. An old world perhaps, the world of Jacob's

er, of angels ascending and descending out of heaven, as Willliam

e appreciated. In my own case I cannot resist saying "not angels .
angles" because it is in the functioning of angles upon squares

I investigate.

further back in time I go the more links I find with this way of
ght. The ancient Mayas had a saying "the first race capable of all
ledge examined the four corners of the horizon, the four points of
firmament and the round circles of the earth". Whereas the ancient
rians left behind a record of angles known as the Plimpton tablet,
complexity of which is taking years to untangle. They are called
hagorean" triangles but as Professor Thom has p01nted out stone

le builders used them long before the Greeks.

Athanasius Klrcher

German scholar

word square in question may be expressed in Latin but the princi-
behind it may be hiding not only in Sumeria, but ewen in the

s of Atlantis. Where perhaps not only the binary aspect of numbers
used but also the binary workings of space.

NG _TH.. 3QUARE
| PETER RATAZZI, Hove, Sussex

it the Square: it may predate Revelation's A & O, but the express-
A & O may have been written down earlier (the absence of a record
10 complete proof) or it may havs “een used by word of mouth before
ras penned into the scriptures.

.dentally, some magic squares (by combining lines dependént on se-

ices within them) show up jewel-like forms. A number square of Nine
can also be employed to plot "diagonals of destiny"” in the case of
some historical personalities...

Peter Ratazzi mentioned in his article an Ethiopian ritual
the five nails of the Cross were named Sador, Alador, Dane
and Rodas, and this reminds me of the middle five of the 5
Gawain was known to be a faithful knight (see p 9). Would
like to comment on a relationship between the Mars number-
the Sator word-square, the pentacle/pentangle and Sir Gawa
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LETTER FROM IRAN

John Forest set off in the summer for Iran to teach English. Despite
the troubles we received this letter from him recently, but the sit-
nation has worsened and we can only hope that he will remain safe
until he decides to return, or at least leave Iran during this poli-
tically unsettled period. In the meantime, an open letter...

JOHN FOREST

LL due seasonal greetings from the tinderbox... You may have gath-

ered that [ eventually arrived in Tehran after a quick trip

through several Euro-cultures in about as many days, a trip of

which most memories appal with the notable exceptions of Rome and
Istanbul. (And a fine afternoon on the dome at Florence, sitting in
the massive lantern, vertiginous views of acres of red terracotta pan-
tiles stretching out to the distant hills...) Rome a wondrous town,
redolent ot falling masonry and general decay ~ around each corner an-
other relic, as out ot place in this century as a mastadon or dinosaur
- Trajan's Column, Pantheon, St John's, and the amphitheatres etc:
many of which I confess I hadn't realised even lived in Rome! A moon-
1it ramble through St Peter's piazza - deserted save tor three cabin-
ieri, surprised by my ghosting through the vast colonnades - Vatican
City and squat Fort St Angelo, connected by the umbilical old wall-top
papal "chicken run' - meanwhile the fetid Tiber drifts by. And once a
fortnight they have the Changing of the Pope - akin to Buckingham Pal-
ace but wildly camp. A good town! Istanbul on the other hand a place
of rest and recuperation - sitting in the jaded Topkapi watching steam
ferries trying to sink each other on the Golden Horn - and the awesome
nostalgia of Hagia Sophia, Justinian's shade at the shoulder - the
people —-ychopaths to a man, but pleasant. Until the fateful hour arr-
ives t¢ oard the battered bus to Tehran, 60 hours and an hundred ach-
ing bones away...

Tehran! Although rumour of this Venice of the East had oft reached my
ears, how could I have been prepared for such delights? Disembark at
daybreak as the curfew lifts - magnificent backdrop of snow-capped
mountains, every nook crystal clear. Stagger across town as the traf-
‘fic builds up = within the hour the air thickens to a grey gravy,
walking becomes wading and the mountains, even the end of the street
is lost in the murky haze. Crossing streets becomes, like some orient-
almartial art, a matter of total synchronization of mind, body and
soul. The newcomer eyes the taxis with something akin to terror. Fort-
unately Turkey has already warmed him to the vision of jumpy young
soldiers gripping incredibly lethal weapnnry at every street corner (a
feature that is to become more prominent as days go by!). The ubiquit-
ous air-borne dirt infiltrates everywhere, and tickles the lungs with
visions of illnesses as yet undreamt-of - occasionally relieved by the
autumn shower which momentarily clears the smog and reveals the moun-
tains -~ wham! - once more towering over.

Since which nothing-if-not-poetic arrival I've been passing the time
between the Imperial Pahlavi Air Force (mornings) and a private teach-
ing institute (evenings)(trying to raise the money to get out!!) which
is an interesting pair of extremes from the political viewpoint - and
guite invigourating if initially a nerve-racking occupation. All ITAF
would-be pilots and officers have to have fairly fluent English before
going Stateside to train. The contract there takes me through till
next October at least, unless an "evacuation situation" (!) arises be-
forehand, which is by no means inconceivable! Indeed at present some-
thing akin to a full-blooded revolution is underway; the (rather mov-
ing for a British exile!) Nov 5th burning of much of the town was fol-
lowed by a comparative lull; however last night's arrival /Dec 2ng7 of
the local flagellation fortnight was accompanied by running night-long
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tles of unnerving dimensions.

thermore and much more seriously the few
s unscathed by Nov 5th have closed for
duration! an unprecedented situation in
experience, and I had finally adapted to
local keg lager-style brew! Which may
lead me to join the flagellants. Mean-
le we sit out on the balcony evenings,
central Tehran, hearing little but the
nds of the night and the occasional dis-
t rattle of gunfire - which goes to show
t there is something to be said for a
few! - But life is essentially on a day-
day t is and I may yet be seeing you
Chri nas!

r eager to serve the 'dragons cause, I
all one small thing worth a mention. 7th
yzantine church at Kalambaka, central
ece - an edifice straight out of Heath
inson below the (equally Robinsonian)
k-pile monasteries of Meteora. Good lord
re these really low relief panels of knotwork in a style of pure
t? - visions of Joseph of A, raced through my mind and I grabbed
the felt-tip, but before I was able to scribble down a poor fac-
ile; an Amazonian harridan wearing rugby socks and boots bore down
n me, flexing a ring of huge iron keys and making low rumbling

ses which combined to suggest clasing time - awe-stricken I .
iged. But it seemed odd -(not much of a roving reporter am I)- bu
be someone could make something of it?... A joyous Yule to you all
all the best with the New Year...
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IENT SKILLS & WISDOM REVIEW Ed. Paul Screeton; AL; sub £2 pa for 4
ues from the Editor, 5 Egton Drive, Seaton Carew, Hartlepool,
veland TS 25 2AT. Don't be put off by the unwieldy title which is
cisely what it says it is, with all the relevant books and maga-
es awarded bouquets or brickbats as appropriate by the former LEY
TER editor.

LEY HUNTER The Magazine of Earth Mysteries {(ancient alignments,
nancy, folklore, prehistoric and ancient sites, possible earth en-
ies, strange phenomena &c), ed. Paul Devereux; A5; sub £3 pa (2360
ope, $9 elsewhere airmail) for 6 issues from PO Box 152, London
1EP. Aiming to be more than just a big fish in a small pond, No
of the new series deals with Derbyshire tumuli, the imaginative
gon Project, stone circles, Margate grotto, experiencing Reality,
poral cycles as well as leys and regular teatu

t and exemplary lay-out (!) TLH has something

¥INNARD The magazine of Wessex leys and folklo

; A5; sub £2 pa for 6 issues from the Editor,
Somerset BS27 3EH. Issue 77 celebrates over a year
~—*icles on giants, Glastonbury patterns, Somerse
e lore, crossroad and Christmas lore plus revi
ngs a human, almost affectionate, touch to a f

either cold statistics or heated outbursts. Wo

GREAL Journal of the Mysteries, Crafts and Tra
Sally & Gef Dearn; A5; sub £2.50 pa (US 87 su
ues from BM SANGREAL, London WC1V 6XX. The edi
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