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HE PENDRAGON SOCIETY 
was founded in Winches­
ter in 1959, some twen­
ty years ago , and a 
very small handful of 

those founder members, including 
Desmond Hoskins, are still in 
contact. The original aims of the 
Society were to stimula te inter­
est in Arthur and his contempora ­
ries, and to investigate the his­
tory and archaeology of what was 
called in the Middle Ages "the 
Matter of Britain". 

Occasionally it's good to go back 
to roots. Recently we 
have investigated the 
mediaeval trappings of 
the Matter of Britain -
Guinevere, Gawain, Lan­
celot, Merlin, the 
Round Table - but it's 
now perhaps time to re­
turn to Arthur himself · 
and those Dark Age con­
temporaries of his. 

Twenty years·ago, as 
the late Jess Foster 
recorded in A for Arth­
ur (1), Desmond Hoskins 
suggested that the in­
fant Society should 
"look for three graves: 
the grave of Ambrosius, 
the last of the Komans; 
the grave of Cerdic,the 
first of the Saxons; 
and the grave of Arthur 
- the link man ·between 
the two". To find a 
grave you need to go 
digging , and it's a­
digging we shall go. 

First of all, through 
the initiative of Dave 
Gorringe , we have been 
invited to investigate 
part of the site of the 
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Roman lead mines on the Mendip 
Hills in Somerset (see det a ils 
elsewhere in this issue). You may 
ask what Roman lead mines have to 
do with Arthur. Actually, the 
li.nk may be with his grave. If 
you accept the suggestion (2J 
that the lead cross found on the 
supposed grave by 12th century 
Glastonbury monks was not a pious 
fraud but placed there by St Dun­
stan in the 10th century, we may 
just i fiably ask whence ca me the 
lead. 

The cross read HIC IACET SEPVLTVS· 
(Here lies buried) IH ­
CLITVS ·REX ARTVRIVS· 
(the famous king Arthur) 
IN IHSVLA·AVALOHI~ (in 
the isle of Avalon), and 
was presumably made from 
Mendip lead. Whether the 
lead came straight from 
the mines, or recast 
from available lead ob­
jects (church roofing?) 
it is now impossible to 
say. But we might possi­
bly find that the mines 
were worked in the post­
Roman or early mediaeval 
period. 

Secondly, now is probab­
ly as good a time as any 
to take an overview of 
what we know of the ar­
chaeological aspect of 
a Dark Age warrior we 
presume to call-Arthur. 
So next issue the · theme 
will be the man himself. 
Many long-term members 
will know the controver­
sies that still rage 
around whether he exist­
ed or not, and it would 
be a splendid opportuni­
ty for ail Pendragons 
and magazine contribut-



ors to have a say about the fig­
ure whose title or family name 
has been taken for the Society. 

• 
THIS ISSUE examines possible 
iinks between the Turin Shroud, 
the Knights Templar, and the 
Grail Quest. This whole subject 
area is extremely contentious, 
and so we would welcome your 
comments .on ·this and other matt­
ers at the address noted above. 
The picture below i .s based on an 
uncredited illustration in 
Corinne· Heline·• s Mysteries of' the 
Holy Grail (New Age Press Inc 
196JJ and is entitled "The Temple 
of' the Holy Grail". Anyone recog­
nise the source? 

(1) Jess Foster A f'or Arthur: the 
story of' a - society, p4. 
l2) Leslie Alcock Arthur's Brit­
ain: History and Archaeology AD 
J67-6J4 (Penguin 197J) pp79-80. 

-HAPPEMN6S 

June lst-Jrd: Bristol Festival 
f'or Mind-Body-Spirit 

Report by Kate Pollard: 

Several ot· us at the Think 78 
Festival in Cheltenham last year 
watched awhi.le f'rom a balcony 
and evolved another variation on 
the party game, i.e. "I ran a 
festival in Bristol and I asked 
along the ... " (here naming the 
most unlikely 400 groups which 
come to mind) . 

We realised that these now ac­
cepted events which entertain, 
amuse, infuriate and thought­
provoke were about to spread, 
and so it would seem to have 
started. In f'act in 1980 . there 
will be four regional ones, in 
Birmingham, Bristol, Leeds, and 
Edinburgh. The regional varia­
tions should be interestin·g ... 

Nevertheless, it was almost by 
accident that Pendragon ·was at 
the Bristol do in June: our com­
mitments had seemed tcD pressing . 
However we received a kind inv i­
tation to join the Glastonbury 
Group stand by Pat Villiers-Stu­
art and Mary Caine which we were 
delighted to do, and again met a 
few old friends and made a f'ew 
new ones. Our thanks to the 
Glastonbury Group for sharing 
their space with us . 

The stands generally were the 
mixture as before - a predomin­
·ance of' the East with a sma tter­
ing of the South West, plus 
speakers and demonstrations. 
There is an apparent contradic­
tion in the way people apply 
themselves with concentrated 
intensity to meditation and hea­
ling, and throw of'f all inhibi­
tions on the demonstration area! 
An interesting mix of' introver­
sion· and extraversion. It all 
"works" on a number of levels 
but I personally prefer the bus­
ier times when audience partici­
pation is at its fullest. The 
Body is weak but the Mind and 
Spirit willing! 

* 
Talking of audience participation 
we are delighted at the response 
there •has been to our suggestion 
in the .. , last magazine that members 
in .the same region might care to 
get in touch with each other. REG 
BAGGS of' 62 Grove Road; Windsor 
has thrown out a . "net" round the 
Berkshire and London region where 
we have contacted .members by le~­
ter to see if' they· wanted to.res­
pond. We would be more than 
pleased, if they f'elt like arrang­
ing a meeting or attending some. 
event of genera.1 interest togeth­
er. We await news! 

Meanwhile - how•about the knot of' 
members centred on .Cheltenham, 
and the one south of London? Just 
a thought. l! Gemini 

K.P. 

April 28th: Winchester Outing 

Sally and Gef Dearn of Sangreal 
arranged this meeting of "Myst­
eries of Britain" magazine edi­
tors and readers, hopefully the 
first of many such occasional 
outings. About a dozen or so 
Sangreal and Picwinnard readers 
plus Vince Russett and myself' 
made the trip. We visited the 
Cathedral (fortuitously celebra­
ting its 900th anniversary) with 
the outline of' the 7th century 
Saxon cathedral marked out adja­
cent to the Norman structure . 
Highlights were the painted Holy 
Sepulchre chapel, . the tomb of 
William Rufus and the pagan mo­
tifs on the carved wooden choir 
screen. 'l'he·n on the ureat 'llall 
of the Castle with the celebrat ­
ed "Round Table of King Arthur 
and Twenty Four of his Named 
Knights". This ·was a very pleas­
ant relaxing jaunt and a-splend­
id opportunity to meet and talk. 

* 
June JOth-July 1st: Ashton Court 
Community ·Fe.stival. 
July 21st: College Green Fairs 
Two local Bristol events provid­
ing opportunities for Pendragon 
exhibition stands. 

* 
Notice came too late of two 
Glastonbury ev.ents, the Ley• Hun­
ter Moot (June 16th) and the 
Glastonbury Festival held over 
niidswnmer. Sorry,. Our next ·copy 
date for the autumn is September. 



tbr m:urin ~roub 
Report by ROGER WEBSTER on a lec­
ture by IAN WILSON. 

On the 15th June 1979 at No 2 
Windsor Terrace the author Ian 
Wilson spoke to the Society about 
his work on the famous Turin 
Shroud. The talk followed very 
similar lines to those of the film 
The Silent Witness shown recently 
on BBC television with the obvious 
advantage that Mr Wilson was able 
to explain more minutely the many 
points raised by his talk. 

He began with a broad outline of 
Turin, where the Shroud is kept 
and very occasionally shown to the 
public. Last year's exposition was 
the first public display since 
19)) and was followed by a further 
week when scientists from all over 
the world were given the opportun­
ity to examine the Shroud and re­
move minute samples from it . The 
current interest in the Shroud is 
is largely concerned with the 
findings of those scientists, 
whose work is just a bout to be 
published. 

FORGERY? 

The earliest scientific investiga­
tion perhaps was the photograph 
taken by an Italian photographer 
in 1898. He found that the faint 
shadowy image of the Shroud itself 
when photographed became far more 
definitely that of a corpse than 
that of an image of one. This phe­
nomenon persists in every photo­
graph taken of the Shroud and rai­
ses the question of forgery. How, 
in the 14th century (the earliest 
recorded appearance of the Shroud) 
could the forge~ have~counterfeit­
ed an effect which could not be 
tested far some hundreds of years? 

Having raised the question of for­
gery Mr Wilson went on to draw our 
attention to the particular points 
of the image that made it peculi­
arly the image of Christ. The 
flail marks on the victim's back, 
the wouild in the side and puncture 
wounds which could have been 
caused by a crown of thorns led 
him to the conclusion that we are 

th either the burial 
dealing wi Christ o-r a for-
shroud of Jesuhrsoud of Jesus 

of the s · fit gerY alternative o s 
Christ. The d of another cru-
being the sihrt~~ was be saiµ, 
cifixion v c ' 
very unlikely. 

EVIDENCE 

Mr Wilson placed a great defa~to1· 
much o 1 

evidence before us, slides 
illustrated with double com-
which made the business of 
parison very much easier: 

The evidence of the pollen ex-d 
pert whose investigations place 
the Shroud in the Holy Land and 
in Edessa at some time in its 
history. 

The Mandylion, said to be an im­
age of Christ •made without hands 
... " discovered in Edessa in the 
sixth century. 

The· fact that portraits of 
Christ before the 6th century do 
not necessarily show him as a 
bearded man whereas the vast maj­
ority painted after that period 
bear an uncanny resemblance to 
the Shroud image ... 

TEMPLARS 

.. . And the fact that this Mandy­
lion (probably the Shroud folded 
in such a way as to show only the 
head) passed into the hands of • 
the French Crusaders and may have 
eventually become the revered 
"Head" said to have been worsh­
ipped by the Templars. 

All of this suggests that the Tu­
rin Shroud might indeed have been 
in Palest i ne at the time of the 
Crucifixion . A.nd that we must ac­
cept its authenticity as a very 
real possibility. 

Mr Wilson left us with this 
thought. That the Turin Shroud 
might be as much proof of His ex­
istence to us two thousand years 
after His advent as the opportun­
ity to examine His wounds was to 
doubting Thomas. 
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The meeting was well attended 
and I feel that we would all like 
to thank Mr Wilson for an excel­
lent lecture. 

*Thanks are due also to Marilyn 
Porter for accommodating us. 

AHi 
osx MAGICAL SQUARES 

r-:-- --, 
1 2 61 J.A.B.FOX of Leicester writes: 

, "Have you or your readers got the answer to 
the enclosed? 

OE BF Many of us have tried to solve it and 
MR ')(IB..,.,lllill■) KP_fma1m·1memd•·m"_, _____________ .,.,, __ 
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DRAGONS ON DARTMOOR ... AND IN LORE 

P.D.K . HILL of Kingsway, Derby writes:. 
"Last year you sent me a copy of the Pendra­
gon Journal with the incredible article on 
Dragon Persecution in Devonshire. auw I come from Devon, though no. longer able to 

live there, and am researching various aspects of Dartmoor. There 
are often mentions o f dragons in connection with the Dartmoor tors in 
the books and articles I've read, but nothing definite or positive . 
Can anyone help me here please?" From PA.TRICIA VILLIERS-STUART, Lon­
don SW6: 
"I heard from a Norman Corney of 1 Bigknowl Cottages, Great Bigknowl 
Farm, Broad Oak, Heathfield, East Sussex. He and his f~iends are 
thinking of starting a Dragon Lore Society ." 

FIELD PROJECTS IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND NORTH SOMERSET 

From NIGEL PENNICK, Institute of Geomantic Research, Cambridge: 
"Under the general heading of the Cambridgeshire Ley Project, we hope 
to study the 62 leys proposed by Watkins in 19)2, and test their val­
idity or otherwise. With this in mind, I am attempting to form field­
work groups locally. I will keep Pendragon posted on this and other 
matters as ·they arise." 
VINCE RUSSETT writes in Picwinnard: 
"Put your local megalith on the map ... This is a project which 
Picwinnard and Pendragon magazines will be running together. As a 
great number of our old stones (whether .boundary stones, mark stones, 
megaliths or whatever) are being destroyed, ·we want to get informa­
tion from our readers about the old stones in their area. 
Hop_efully we. can . then organise a parish-by-parish register of at 
least the North Somerset area, if nowhere else . 
The results of this appeal (if any!) will be published with full ac­
knowledg_ement of who sent them etc, provided we get enough informa­
tion together. So come on, here's something you can all do to help. 
The sort of thing we'd like to know are: 
a) Size of stone, eg height, width etc. 
b) Its·grid-reference (to 10 figures if possible, or an accurate des­
cription of its whereabouts). 
c) Is it worked, standing or recumbent? 
d) Any mention on maps, archaeological works etc? 
e) Any folklore traditions? Has the stone got a ~e, or are there 
any . inscriptions on it? 
f) What type of stone is it made of? (But if you find that a bit 
daunting, ple_ase at least let us know that the stone exists, and 
where.)" * Vince adds that there might be a prize for the best work! 

THE HOLY GRAIL IN SCOTLAND 

PETER RATAZZI of Hove, Sussex sends us this information: 
"A cutting from the American Fate says: 'Ornate "Prentice Pillar" in 
the 15th century Rosslyn Chapel at Roslin, Midlothian, Scotland, may 



be the hiding place of the Holy Grail--the chalice bei!:::: ::v:::~ 
been used by Christ at the Last Supper--according to • ~ Des - f Th Spear oi -
croft, 41, an Edinburgh history teacher Lauthor O : the Grail, 
tiny?. Ravenscroft, who has spent 18 years searching or d the 
said his researches indicated it was hidden in a pillar , an eeks . . h ught He nows 
"Prentice Pillar" contains carved symools he as so • t 1 
permission to open the pillar, since he claims that tests for :

6 ,! 
inside it have shown a metal substance in the middle of .a bloc : ? CL 
(Fate , December 1962) *Has anyone any further information on this 

TWO ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECTS 
Charterhouse: On July 22nd the ·Society will be plotting a survey to 
det ermine the presumed direction of a Roman road at Charterhouse-on­
Me n dip (Somers.et) . This will be followed by an explora tory dig over 
t h e week-end of 28th-29th July, by kind permission of Mr T . Elkin. 
Volunteers --espe c i a lly those with transport-.- will be n e eded, a nd 
wel comed, _p articula rly for the 28th and 29th. 
Lla nelen : There will be another dig at the site of Lla nelen church on 
t h e Gower peninsula over the Bank Holida y week-end of August 24th-
28th . This is to be the fina l one in the present serie s of excava tion s 
d ire cted by Alex Schle sing er for the Society. Pendragon interest in 
t h e site is due to t he tra ditional links with St Ill t ud , the c ousin, 
it i s said , o f King Arthur, and a model for Sir Ga lahad. The dig has 
unfortunately not uncovered any definite Dark Age links as yet, but 
t here• s s t il l ti.me ! Note . This yea r there may well be some p roblems 
with ac c ess and with ·wa ter-supply , but we'll know ne a rer the time 
,i bout these particul ar arrangements. 
Do plea se let us know early if you are inte rested in either of these 
two projects so that we can plan a little in advance . 

TEMPLARS AND ASSYRIANS 

From REG BAGGS, Windsor: 
"A note about the marigold and the Templars {;;ee last issuy : 
There has been no opportunity to see the window butI'm told that its 
use •is a corruption of the Assyrian badge of rank on the left wrist. 
The highest order being the priesthood with 16 petals diminishing to 
one petal for the ordinary soldier. Although the answer sought is an 
architectural one, I'm sure that like many groups that might have 
gone so far they looked to more ancient culture s , even that of Chin~ , 
to find an association to suit themselves . " 
* The so-called "marigold" pattern is sixfold, but the only relevant 
window in the Temple Church, London (the wheel window in the Round) 
is eightfold (it faces the west). The sixfold pattern is however re­
produced in the plan of the Round (e.g. the six main piers). As to 
the Assyrian badge of rank, can anyone enlighten us further? 
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Jht our beginning t, our enb ... RITAMCRFNO 

The Ch·&ckered Flag and Champagne 
would turn most people's minds to 
the great car races like Le Mans 
and Monte Carlo where the flag 
signifies the end of the race, 

I 

and champa gne the beginning of the 
celeb_ra tions. 

But Champa gne in France has an­
other claim to fame much older 
than the bubbling wine of victory, 
for it wa s in Champagne that, not 
long after Willi a m the Conqueror 
fought the battle that gave him 
England, Hugh de Payens was born. 
In middle age Hugh became the 
founder of the Knights Templar 
whose emblem was the black and 
white checkered flag. 

In 1117 Hugh was a middle-aged 
widower fulfilling a pledge to 
visit the holy places in Palestine 
when one evening campfire gossip 
brought news of yet one more band 
of pilgrims murdered by a Saracen 
ambush. It was decided that it was 
about time the Saracens were 
taught to let ·una.rmed pilgrims 
alone, so an ambush was laid at a 
nearby oasis, a favoured resting­
place for weary pilgrims to stop 
overnight and consequently the 
scene of numerous Saracen swoops. 

Led by Hugh the small band soon 
turned tables on the marauders and 
their success became a tale to be 
laughed over with their friends. 
No doubt it tickled the audience 
no end, and soon their band had 
swollen to a fighting force. 

Like the first Crusade, and Chris­
tianity itself, the first follow­
ers were among the common ·people, 
soldiers who now found a nobler 
cause than just visiting Jerusal­
em, protecting those who could not 
protect themselves. As their ex­
ploits grew in effectiveness and 

regularity, nobler recruits 
joined the order, now called the 
"Poor Soldiers of Christ", and 
the few deniers, the handful of 
dates, the spare cloak of the 
grateful poor became the endow­
ments of supplies of food, cloth­
ing and money; and finally as the 
cycle of mutually enhancing 
action and reaction brought them 
yet more exalted members, the 
King of Jerusalem provided perm­
anent houseroom in his own quart­
ers on Mount Moriah -site of the 
Temple of Solomon- the Knights 
Templar were born. 

So for ten years Hugh de Payens 
led his knights in foray after 
foray, until 1127. Hugh was then 
recalled to France to attend a 
synod at Troyes in his native 
Champagne. So with ·the approach 
of the peaceful season (the aut­
umn and winter with their cold 
storms and lack of pasturage ten­
ded to act as a natural truce­
maker) Hugh began his prepara­
tions. 

_He had to install a deputy and 
make all necessary arrangements 
for the continuance of the Order 
in hi·s absence, for the protect­
ion of the knights had in ten 
years become an institution on 
which King, country and pilgrims 
had come to depend. 

'fhe meeting to which he had been 
called was the Synod convoked 
for January 14th 1128, its chief 
business being the conferring of 
official status, with internatio­
nal effect, on the brotherhood of 
the Knights Templar. 

THE COUNCI• OF TROYES 

The President of the Council of 
Troyes was the Cardinal Legate of 
France; but the power behind him 
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whose word was 1aw was the Abbot 
Bernard of' C1airvaux, known and 
revered throughout Christendom as 
the abso1ute image of' goodness. 
Now St Bernard (as he was to be­
come) had 1ong preached against 
the wor1d1y knighthood 01· his day 
f'or which he had a deep abhor­
rence. This, with his deep con­
cern he had f'or the fate of 
Christianity in the East, caused 
him to throw a11 the weight of 
his persona1 reputation and his 
Cistercian authority behind this 
body of knights who had forsaken 
wor1d1y ideals to become the de­
fenders of unarmed pilgrims and_ 
protectors of the holy places. 

So the Council found that the 
Church would put all its authori­
ty behind the Knights Templar 
and that the laity must provide 
the necessary funds without which 
it could not exist . 

The need for help in the Middle 
East was constant, and as always 
the foremost need was for men. 
The Wese, on the other hand, had 
a surplus of unruly younger sons 
and discontented commons. Re­
cruitment into the ranks of the 
Knights Templar would solve both 
problems. 

St Bernard pointed out that a 
brotherhood of fighting monks 
would attract and re-generate · a11 
manner of able-bodied but hither­
to .vicious persons: "sceberatos 
et impios, raptores et homicides, 
adulteros", persons whose depart­
ure would cause their own country 
joy while the holy land would 
benefit from their help . 

It was this vision of the kind of' 
recruit St Bernard thought would 
swell the r·anks of the Templars 
that caused the counci1 to embody 
within the rules of' the Order 
permission to have dealings with 
the excommunicate. 

Normally.anyone having any com­
merce with persons or ·communities 
under interdict placed himself 
under the ban of the Church. 

If the new Order was to incorpor­
ate those godless brigands, per­
jurers etc who were ipso facto 
excommunicate, some form had to 
be found to allow negotiation of 

their entry into the Order. Once 
admitted they would receive a 
free pardon. 

This was the age of' schisms and 
Hugh de Payens' forthcoming cam­
paign of recruitment would be 
gravely hampered unless he ~ould 
freely enter into converse with 
persons or communities under in­
terdict. 

This freedom from restriction 
which the Council made in their 
favour, and the other modifica­
tion, that' to .the Templars the 
vow of poverty should on1y apply 
to personal possessions and that 
the Order might not only accept 
gifts but even appeal for them, 
were ultimately contrary to St 
Hernard's vision; for it was the 
honourable and the wealthy who 
flocked to join, bringing dowries 
to enrich the Order. Even the 
lower categories of brothers, 
squires and servants, had to de­
posi"t some material pledges of 
their serious intentions. 

RULES OF THE ORDER 

Rules were made to cover every 
eventuality: 

Chastity demanded that the 
knights slept fully dressed in 
lighted dormitories; 
None might read a private letter 
privately but it must be read 
aloud for all to hear; 
And finally in future the motley 
ragged groups would no more be 
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so: all would wear the livery of 
their Lord as did the vassals of 
lesser lords . White was to be 
their colour (as with the Cister­
cians), pure plain white wool 
with _linen undershirts, and jer­
kins and drawers of sheepskin 
for undress. And their standard 
was to be particoloured, black 
as well as white, white for 
Christian gentleness, but black 
f'or feroci_ty- in ·war. And Beau­
s6ant the Piebald was aboveall 
to be _a · battle standard. 

Every contingency was covered, 
yet the concluding article of the 
rules expressly stated that the 
Master stood above it- and had 
power to make any _changes in it 
at his discretion. And so was 
born the rich and powerful and 

independent body which for 200 
years was to grow ever more 
powerful until a king of France 
greedy for its wealth destroyed 
it. 

Today its battle standard only 
signals the victory in a sport 
that would surely bring the wrath 
of St Bernard down onto these 
worldly Knights of the Road . 

REFERENCE1 

Edith Simon The Piebald Standard 
(Cassell 1959 

,broub as \[emplar grail 
The flowering of the Arthurian 
legends coincided, perhaps not 
just fortuitously, with the rise 
of the Hospitallers and Templars 
in the C12 . The Grail stories too 
started to proliferate, and this 
at about the time the Mandylion 
(i.e. the Shroud, if we accept 
Ian Wilson's theory) disappeared 
after the Crusaders sacked Con­
stantinople in 1204 . 

At this time too a legend spread 
that Pope Gregory the Great (564-
604) saw a vision during mass of 
a wounded Christ, rising from the 
tomb and then administering mass 
himself. In Perlesvaus or the 
High History of the Holy Grail 
(ca 1190-1210?) King Arthur is 
said to have witnessed a similar 
mass also during the Dark Ages: 

"And King Arthur set him on his 
knees before the chapel and began 
to pray to God and to beat his 
breast. 

And he looked toward the altar 
after the preface, and it seemed 
him that the holy hermit held be­
tween his hands a man bleeding 
from his side and in his palms 
and in his feet, and crowned with 
thorns, and he seeth him in his 
own figure. 

And when he had looked on him so 
long and knoweth not what is be­
come of him, the King hath pity 
of him in his heart of this he 
had seen, and the tears of his 
heart came into his eyes . .• • 

Now, this may be just a pious 
tale, or it may be a report of 
how the Shroud looked exhibited 
in a Constantinople chape~. 

But when we come to The Quest of 
the Holy Grail we have to bear 
in mind that not only was it com­
posed later (about 1225) but also 
written by a French Cistercian, a 
member of the Order with the clo­
sest Templar links. This descrip­
tion of what Sir Galahad sees in 
the Vessel (kept in a Temple at 
Sarras in an · Ark on a silver ta­
ble) is very reminiscent of rep­
orts of the secret Templar cere­
mony with its Idol or Head, per­
haps the Shroud its~lf: 

"A noble-looking man in the 
vestments of a bishop ... when he 
came to the solemn part of the 
mass and had taken the paten off 
the sacred Vessel ... called Gala­
had over with the words: 

•come forward, servant of Jesus 
Christ, and look on that which 
you have so ardently deesired to 
see.' He had but glanced within 
when a violent trembling seized 
his mortal :t·lesh at the contem­
plation of the spiritual myster-
ies . . . 
"I now see revealed what tongue 

could not relate nor heart con­
ceive. Here is the source of va­
lour undismayed, the spring-head 
of endeavour ... the wonder that 

CONTDp.11 
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The Templar story, like that of 
Arthur, is that of a mission de­
feated by human failings. Symbol­
ic figur.es move in a medieval 
chess~game: knights, bishops and 
kings, Crusader castles, the en­
igmatic queens Eleanor and Matil­
da. At the end, the Pope declares 
the Knights to be taken, and 
overturns the board. Nobody wins. 

Yet the memory lingers. Something 
great was attempted, though we 
are not sure what. In this brief 
note, a single aspect of the lost 
vision is all we can consider: 
that of the Temples themselves. 
It is not unimportant. If we knew 
more about the buildings, we 
might know more of what went on 
in them. 

* 
Q. Were KT temples always round? 

A The known ones are, but there 
are so few let·t in England that 
more examples would be welcome. 
Strictly speaking, they were not 
not places for public worship 
but preceptories where the Ord-

SID BIRamY 

er's precepts were taught to mem­
bers. They were comparable to a 
masonic lodge. Usually, they were 
built on land granted by the king 
which was in remote places out­
side the existing pattern of vil­
lages and churche.s, so that after 
the Order was proscribed in 1309, 
mos~ of them became redundant. 
Only a handful became places of 
orthodox worship: the Temple 
Church in London, that of St Mi­
chael at Garway, Herefs., and a 
few more. The rest decayed, and 
in most cases vanished without 
trace. 

Q.Are all round churches Templar? 

A No . The working rule is that 
the church should be pre-Reforma-· 
tion in date and that there 
should be KT associations in the 
neighbourhood. Some churches are 
built on prehistoric circular 
mounds, and, whilst not in them­
selves circular, the association 
may be mis1eading (Ledbury, Cas- . 
cob, Bleddfa etc). . 

Q Are there any round churches 
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not yet recognised? 

A Almost certainly. A circular 
ground-plan overlaid by· a later 
cruciform one will result in awk­
ward compromises between arcs and 
angles. For instance, Wantage 
church has an ob1ique choir arch 
which is said to symbolise the 
position of Christ's head on the 
cross, or else it is evidence for 
an earlier circular church. 
Oblique features are said to be 
common in old churches (1). 

Q What to look for? 

A A working knowledge of the way 
in which church architecture de­
veloped is easily obtained (2). 
Next, a circle should be drawn, 
and overlaid with a typical med­
ieval church layout (nave, chan­
cel, transepts e·tc ). The points 
where linear and circular plans 
are most likely to conf1ict dur­
ing structural a1·terations should 
be noted, and borne in mind when 
visiting old churches. In general 
such points are often at the eas ­
tern end o·f the church, that is, 
beyond the modern nave, which 
may be a later expansion . 

Q Any other clues? 

Local history libraries for 
grants of land, large-scale maps 
for "Temple" place-names and 
sites of former churches, chapel~ 
crosses etc. Volumes of local 
Notes & Queries or of antiquarian 
societies. 

References 
(1) Spirals in Nature and Art: 
T.A.Cook (London 1903) 
\2) The Wayfarer's Companion: 
A.Fellows (London 1937). And 
other books. 

THE SHROUD AS TEMPLAR GRAIL contd. 
passes every other?' He prostrat­
ed himse1f on hands and knees be-
fo.re it ... " 

Templar 
Wi1son writes: "The/initiation 
ceremony ... took place a1most in­
variab1y in a copy of the rotunda 
of the Holy Sepu1chre in J .erusal­
em. In their centre, as at the 
Temp1ar Vera Cruz Church of Sego­
via in Spain, there was often an 
actua1 mode1 of the tomb of Christ 

.---, .. 
• apse .. • 
sanctuary 

p•• ---ve~try chancel chapel ----
transept + transept 

. 
' • ' • . • . . . I . . • • I nave . 
I . 
• . . • : aisli aisle! . . . • . 

I . ~-. -- .A 

Converting a circular building 
to a cruciform pattern: 
If you draw a cross in a circle 
the nave, chancel and sanctuary 
form the main stem of the cross 
and the transepts form the two 
arms. 

Outside the cross various seg­
ments of the original circle 
remain. Many of them are trim­
med off during 1ater church re­
novations, so that there is of­
ten little left today to show 
the original circular form. 

However, there are sometimes 
two clues . Vestries and chapels 
were often bui-1 t to north and 
south of the chance1, and they 
may retain curvilinear features 
for reasons of economy. Some­
times they provide evidence for 
a church suspected to be Tem­
plar in origin. 

Eastern aps·es may or may not be 
·a re1ic of a Templar segment. My 
information is that apses and 
aisles were introduced by the 
Normans. Aisles caught on be­
cause they provided space for 
more people and for processions, 
but apses didn't and square-end­
ed chancels took their p1ace. SB 

in the form of a two-storied 
structure with steps 1eading up. 
At some stage the specia1 cere­
mony was devised for initiated 
members of the order ... " ( The 
Turin Shroud, Penguin, p21<>f."' 
.Tanta1izing c1ues perhaps for a 
fresh approach to the Grail. C.L. 

II 



~ein~1~I Jf!!!!£tnre~The a~!!i~G~ the early struc-
near Wooton-under-Edge ture at Ozleworth is ascribed one 
lGlos) has ~een mentioned other work, the church at Swindon 
previously in Pendragon (Glos). Compare this (Fig 5) with 
as "where, in the Grail the Holy Sepulchre church at Cam-
legends, the Grail rested bridge lFig 6), a famous Templar 

for a night in a special niche" work lJ) . 
l 1). It is· said to have been a 
Templar church, yet its initial . 
construction began before the for­
mation of the Templar Order. A Sa­
xon church stood on or near the 
site and the apparently circular 
churchyard is said to be evidence 
of t hie (~hough the churchyard 
wall gives evidence of being poly­
gonal a nd of a date later than Sa­
xon). 

The oldest part of the present 
church is the (now central) tower . 
Initially a two-storey structure, 
it is an irregular hexagon in 
plan; a gallery; either original 
or put in during the C12, ran 
around the second storey . 

Some form of apse or chancel was 
to the east of the tower and the 
existence of a narthex to the west 
has been ·suggested. Figure 1 rep­
resents a reconstruction in plan 
of Ozleworth church with an apse 
to the east; this is comparable to 
the Templar church at Orphir in 
the Orkneys (Fig 2). Ozleworth was 
built around 1110 and Orphir 
around 1121; both churches are de­
dicated to St Nicholas (2) . 

* 
During the mid-C12 a square chan-
cel was built onto the tower at 
Ozleworth, replacing whatever 
structure -was to the east, and 'a 
third storey was added to the 
tower. It is unclear as to what 
the nature of the building was to 
the west of the tower at the time, 
but the . square chancel with tower, 
nave and gallery is a model Tem­
plar church (Fig J). 

The north porch and outer porch 
at St Mary Redcliffe, Bristol 
form a structure very similar to 
to the mid-C1 2 church at Ozle­
worth though t h e nor th porch is 
earlier and the outer porch C14 
{Fig 4) . 

* 
The early date of the tower-apse 
at Ozleworth and its similarity 
with the church at Orphir may 
suggest that the Templars took 
their ideas of architecture from 
a source that was already in Bri­
tain before their foundation . 
This may have come from ·the Austin 
Canons. Certainly it was under 
their auspices that the churches 
of Ozleworth and Swindon were · 
built . 

REFERENCES 
(1) "The Church of St Nicholas, 
Ozleworth, Glos" by Nik Wright 
(Pendragon Vol 8 No 4 July 1975) 

(2) "The Round Ghurch of Orphir, 
Orkney" by Ian P.Worden (IGR Oc­
casional Paper /6 1976) 

(J) "The Geomancy of Cambridge" 
ed. N.Pennick {IGR Local Study 
1977) 

( .4) Trans Bristol Gloucester­
shire Archaeol Soc 1927; publica­
tions of Clifton Antiq Club. 
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~otes on 1§ristol ~emple qcburtb CHRIS LOVEGROVE 
Ear1ier this year some Bristo1 
members braved wintry rain to 
measure the out1ine of the orig­
ina1 Church of the Ho1y Cross, · 
Temp1e, Bristo1, 1aid out after 
recent excavations in the ruins 
of the 14th century parish church. 
Thanks are _due to Rita Moreno, 
Kate Po11ard, Mari1yn Porter, 
Roger Webster and Nik Wright for 
assistance in the drawing-up of 
the p1an. At the time of writing 
we have sti11 not been ab1e to 
obtain the officia1 excavation 
report and p1an, but some sa1ient 
points can neverthe1ess be noted. 

It is not c1ear whether the out-
1ine represents wa11s or founda­
tion trenches. If it is walls, 
this gives the average internal 
diameter of the rotunda as about 
47ft. Nineteenth century reports 
interpreted the rotunda as an 
oval, 4Jft x 2Jft. 

When the Templars were disestab­
lished, this church was described 
as 11 small", parva ecclesia, and 
was the only church included in 
the manor of Temple Combe (Som) 
owned by the Knights of St John. 
Previously the Bristol Temple was 
included in the Templar district 
of Gutinge (u1os). now Guiting. 

Subsequently the rotunda was dem­
olished and· a parish church erec­
ted on the same orientation, with 
chancel and apse ~oinciding with 
the new choir. 

REDCLIFFE CHURCH 

I am indebted to Alex Schlesinger 
for pointing out a possible sur-' 
vival of the Templar masonic tra­
dition in Bristol soon after the 
Order was dissolved. The church 
of St Mary Radcliffe has many 
features.of outstanding interest 
but none more so than its hexago­
nal outer porch. The design of 
the main door gives the strong 
impression of being Moorish in 
origin (though the detailing is 
wholly European) and was built in 
the first quarter of the 14th 
century - precisely about the 
time the Templars were discredit­
ed. 

The interior of the porch has a 
gallery running around most of its 
perimeter a~ first-storey level. 
The porch is said to have been er­
ected to house ··an un-named relic 
of the Virgin Mary and to allow 
the passage of pilgrims through 
one side door and ou~ of another. 

Between the hexagon and the main 
body of the church is an early(?) 
12th century chamber (the "inner" 
porch, ·though perhaps originally 
"outer" itself). This is the earl­
iest-remaining portion of the fab­
ric of Radcliffe church, built at 
about the same time or slightly 
later than the period of the buil­
ding of the first Bristol Temple 
(between ca 1120 and its first 
mention i~1147). 

The inner porch measures i 2 '· 6" by 
18ft (to the final step leading 
into the hexagon). This corres­
ponds to the 12'8" · x 18ft of the 
chancel (excluding apse) of the 
Bristol Temple. Both exhibit the 
qualities of a G'o_J.den Rectangle 
in ·wh.ich the diagonal of a square 
provides the longer side of a re­
lated rectangle. ( This .A5 page il­
lustrates this particular proper­
ty.) Were the same masons involved 
in the two contemporary structures 
and does the inner porch give us 
an idea of the architecture of the 
rotunda's chancel? 

GNOSTIC CLUE 

I have not yet ·been able to find 
any more positive evidence than 
this of a continuing Templar mas­
onic tradition, but further circ­
umstantial links come with a mer­
cantile family of the 14th and 
15th centuries strongi.y associated 
with Radcliffe church - the Can­
nings. 

Two Canynges contributed substan­
tially towards rebuilding the 
church on various occasions, and 
the tomb of one resides in the 
south transept. The arms of the 
family, clearly disp1ayed for all 
to see, show three blackamoor 
heads arranged on the shield in 
fashion very reminiscent o·f the 
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arms of the founder of 
the Templar Order, 
Hugues de Payns. 
Hugues' three Moors• 
severed heads are said 
to signify wisdom and 
his name shows that his 
family's origins are 
perhaps with the coun­
tryside and its "pagan" 
traditions. 

It seems likely that 
the Canynges' arms are 
a pun on the fami1y 
name, Cannings meaning 
"people in the know" , 
cunning people , or even 
gnostics (all words 
with related roots). · 
But whether thi·s know­
ledge was of native 
pagan or of Saracen or­
igin (via the Templars 
or Crusaders) is specu­
lation that needs a lot 
more detailed investig­
ation. 
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\lr:be ~arrament of ~attle VINCENT RYAN 
THE TEMPLARS IN WALES AND IRELAND 

etween 1135 and 1155, during the 1ifetime ·of St Bernard,the 
founder of the Order, the number of Cistercian monasteries 
in Eng1and grew from five to forty; and if the 13 monaster­
ies of the Savigny branch of Cistercianism is inc1uded the 

• number is 53. These monasteries were the natura1 p1ace for 
the Knights Temp1ars to stay en route to their own precept­

ories, manors and farms. And natural1y the monks wou1d have he1ped 
them whenever possib1e to acquire farms in order to raise money and 
supp1i_e's for the lio1y Land. The Temple in London was the Temp1ars' 
most famous bui1ding in Eng1and. It was bui1t on the same circu1ar 
p1an as the Holy Sepu1chre at Jerusalem in 1184. It was essential1y 
an administrative centre co1le·cting moneys from other Eng1ish Houses. 

The ric.nest house outside London was Wi11oughton in Linco1nshire. 
The best known priories were 
Wi11oughton, Eg1e and Temp1e Bruer in Lincolnshire; Ribstone in York­
shire; ~othe1ey in Leicestershire; Sandford in Oxfordshire; Temp1e 
Ba1sa11'.:in Warwickshire; Temp1e ·cressing in Essex; Temp1e Combe in 
Somerset. · The . favoured status of the Temp1ars in Eng1and was phenom­
ena1; Henry !II's charter of 1253 goes into great detail. They were 
1itera1ly above the 1aw. 

Less we11 known are the ho1dings of the Temp1ars in Wales. There 
their greatest benefactor was Wi1liam Marescha1, Ear1 of Pembroke, 
who was buri.ed in the Temp1e in London. He was possib1y a Temp1ar 
himse1f (he "took the cross" to Jerusa1em). 

An "Inquisition" into the properties of the Templars in 1185 and a 
"report" by the Hospita11ers in 1JJ8 at·ford a fair1y comp1ete record. 
The Temp1ar ho1dings in West Wales were s1ight. But in the diocese of 
Hereford their possessions inc1uded many considerab1e estates. By 
1185 they were grouped into three bai1iwicks based on the preceptor­
ies of Lidley (Sa1op), Garway (W.Herefs) and Up1eadon (E.Herefs). By 
1158 the Temp1ars a1ready had 1ands at Lid1egee, now Lid1ey. They 
were introduced to the area by_ the fami1y of Herbert Fi tzcostello, 
Lord of Cast1e Ho1gate. A'&'tached to Lid1ey was the adjoining ham1et 
of Bot1ey (Botelegee). Cardington vil1age was given by Wil1iam Fitz­
a1an I, with the ham1et ·of Enchmarsh and half of Chatwa11 vi1lage to­
gether with two houses in Shrewsbury. Other possessions were Cound 
( Cove tone)"; ·· the woods of Leebotwood, Great Sutton and Wichcott near · 
Lud1ow, ~ridgenorth and nearby ' Dodmonston, feuda1 rights over Meadow­
ley, Uft'in,gton, Fe1ton But1er, and Litt1e Preen, the mi11 of Lawton 
in Litt1e 'Sutton, Stoneacton, the woods of Har1.ithe and Tyw1eshay, 
and 'the ham1et of ~'urford. 

Garway was ~he Templars' most important seat in Wa1es. This was a do­
nation of 2000 acres by Henry· II 1 The running of this preceptory has 
been we11 documented. It inc1uded a house in the city of Hereford, an 
estate a~ Harewood (manor house, chapel, watermi11 on 200 acres), and 
a demesne of 120 acres at Kemeys, north of the borough of Usk. Per­
haps one may mention a1so the smal1 manor of Pencarn near Newport. 
Gira1dus Cambrensis describes Henry II attempting to cross the stream 
there. Frightened by a b1ast of trumpets his horse refused to cross 
unti1 it was 1ed to an ancient ford where the crossing was made. The 
1oca1 We1sh were much upset by this event because the soothsayer 
Mer1in had prophesied that when a mighty prince wou1d cross the ford 
near Pencarn Wa1es wou1d be conquered. The Garway preceptory inc1uded 
the 40 acre estate at Caerwigau, the mi11 at the bridge 01· the. cast1e· 
of Pembroke and the Is1and of Lundy (donated by ·King John). Last1y 
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there was a 26 acre estate at L1anmadoc in Gower and Temp1eton in 
the 1ordship of Narberth. 

The third preceptory Up1eadon stood on the site of Temp1e Court in 
the parish of Basbury. Donated by Wi11iam Marescha1, it soon became 
a hospice of the order organised on the same 1ines as Garway and 
Lid1ey. I .t consisted of a ha11 , mi11, dovecot and oU:tbui1dings stan-
ding on 480acres. • • 

Fina11y it may be added that the Temp1ars had very few churches. The 
three main ones were at L1anmadoc, Cardington and Garway. In 1927 
excavations at Garway revea1ed the foundations of the origina1 church 
of the Temp1ars , simi1ar in p1an to the London Temp1e, i.e. a circ1e 
40ft in diameter enc1osing the site of the present nave and extending 
a1most to the ancient tower, which sti11 remains but _which today 
stands detached from the existing church . The chief g1ory of that 
church is the Norman chance1 arch. 

As in Eng1and and Wa1es the fervour and popu1arity or the Cistercian 
mov emen t was no 1ess astonishing in Ire1and. By the time of the f irs t 
Ang1o-Norman invasion in 11 69 t wo dozen Cis t ercian monasteries had 
been bui1t or were nearing comp1etion. Within another generation 
there was twice that number. 

The tradition or the pagan idea1s of p1under, revenge and physica1 
prowess wa s as strong in Ire1and as e1sewhere, and that monasticism 
shou1d have f1ourished from 1169 to 1JOO is amazing when considered 
against the non-s.top turbu1ent po1itica1 warfare of that period . 

The first recorded donation to the Temp1ars was Ki1mainham priory just 
outside Dub1in in 1174. It was given by Richard de C1are , Ear1 of Pem­
broke , and was to be a most rich1y endowed monastic institution , the 
Grand Priory of Ire1and unti1 1JOO when Wexford became the Grand Prio­
ry. From a record of 1274 the Temp1ars were compe11ed to undertake an 
expedition against the native Irish . Many of the Temp1ars were s1ain 
and the Grand Prior himse1f, Wi11iam Fitzroger, was taken prisoner at 
G1enma1ure, Co.Wick1ow. By 1279 he was adamant1y refusing to take arms 
against the Irish ("My sword sha11 not again be stained by Christian 
b1ood") despite threats from Edward I to confiscate Ki1mainham and its 
possessions. It wou1d seem that the Temp1ars were a Norman institution 
... from 1218 many of the Cistercian major monasteries were _1inked to 
Eng1ish houses such as Fountains and Tintern (Tintern in Wexford was a 
good examp1e). The native Irish were now being discouraged from enter- . 
ing . .. un1ess they cou1d first speak Latin and French! 

There was another cornrnandery of the Temp1ars near C1ontarf . Lady Mat­
i1da de Lacy bui1t a commandery for them at Kil1saran in Co.Louth. In 
Co . Meath there were preceptories at Ki1mainhambeg and Ki1mainham Wood; 
In Co.Ki1dare at Ki11ibegs, Kil1ihi11 and Tu11y; in Co.Waterford at 
Ki1barry, Ki11ure, Crooke, Ki1lunkart and Rhin·crew; in CQ . Car1ow at 
Ki11arge and Ba11ymoon ; in S1igo Temp1e-House on the river Owenmore; 
in Limerick at Owney; and in Tippereary at C1onau1 . 

The Iri sh chieftains a1so donated estates to them . The OMoore donated 
Ki11c1oggan and Ba11y hack in Co.Wexford. The OF1aherty,Dynast of Iar 
Connaught donated Kina1ekin and an estate beyond the East Gate of Ga1-
way City . 

Wi11iam Marescha1, Ear1 of Pembroke , donated a preceptory at Wexford, 
dedicated to Saints John and Brigid. A ruined tower sti11 marks the 
site of a great preceptory at Cast1ebuoy or St Johnston in the barony 
of Ards, Co . Down . This was a donation by Hugh de Lacy. Fina11y at 
Mourne in Co·.Cork there was a strange1y fortified foundation enc1osing 
many acres. The ruins of this preceptory and its church are we11 pre­
served. 

Undoubted1y there were many sma11er bui1dings. The Temp1ars are not 
mentioned in most Irish History books, so 1itt1e was their import­
ance deemed . But there is no denying the inf1uence of the Cistercian 
Order, and doubt1ess they wou1d have encouraged suitable fighting 
men to join their nob1e offshoot, the Temp1ars. Dub1in too had its 
so1emn show-tria1 of the Temp1ars in 1309-10, and most of their pos­
sessions were, as e1sewhere, taken over by the Hospita11ers. 

It is a great pity we do not know more about the Temp1ars, for mona­
sticism made a sacrament of batt1e for them . Bernard's expedient 
worked, for it exorcised the ghost of Wotan from Europe. 

BOOKS CONSULTED (A fu11er bib1iography will appear in a future issue) 
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mtmplar~ in htce~ter~btre 
JOHN FOX of Leicester has 
passed on most of the fo11ow­
ing information, extracted 
from the Leicester Society pe­
riodica1 Topic and from the 
Leicester Mercury of Monday 
May 8th 1978. 

The 12th century chape1 adjoining 
the Rothe1ey Court Hote1 near 
Leicester is said to be the "best 
-preserved" Templar chapel in the 
country. The Mercury report des­
cribed a ceremony by "the Cheva1-
iers of the Sovereign Military 
Order of the Temple of Jerusalem" 
celebrating the 850th anniversary 
of their foundation in Eng1and. 

"The international order can 
boast on1y 50 members in Eng1and 
today, but about ha1f of them 
made the trip to Leicestershire 
on Saturday to witness the inves­
titure of two local men and a 
dame." The ·article in Topic, "On 
the Road to Jerusalem", is by 
Richard Vine, and gives us the 
details of the history of the 
Rothley Temple. Vine c1aims that 
the Leicestershire Preceptory 
became the Templars' "most impor­
tant provincial outpost", attrac­
ting roya1 patronage (including 
that of Henry III who even order­
ed ~is body to be buried there, 
but without success) . 

ROTHLEY CHAPEL 

The actual chapel was completed 
"soon after 1250" - quite 1ate as 
far as Eng1ish Temp1ar foundations 
go. The internal dimensions are 
given as 47•5• 1ong, 19'5" wide 
and J6"(sic!)high to the 15th 
century ridge roof. The eastern 
end is raised 7" for a length of 
12' . Vine claims the original 9 
windows· to be "of special mystic 
significance" in all Templar cha­
pels, quoting Voilet de Due (sic) 

"We must not forget the founders 
of the Order of the Temple were 
nine in number - the square of 
three. They were not allowed to 
add new members for nine years 
and the numbers J and 9 are fre­
quently found in the chape1s of 

Commanderies". 

After the end of the Templars 
the chape1 survived remarkably 
intact, though in recent times 
it apparently suffered the in­
dignity of being divided into a 
laundry and a wine cellar, and 
is now attached to an hotel 

"where the modern visitor can 
shed almost 700 years for the 
price of a drink"? 

* 
Mr Fox writes: "Regarding the 
group which met in the Rothley 
Temple in the robes of Templars, 
firstly I think they're a social 
set-up, nice maybe but just soc­
ial; secondly the Templars did 
not allow women in as your hist­
ory book will prove. And last1y 
no honest-to-goodness Order 
would a llow the press to be pre­
sent at any of their rituals for 
the simple reason that there is 
no way of putting such things 
into print. 

CATHAR LINKS 

Both Cathars and Templars de­
rived their knowledge from the 
East and were a threat to the 
Roman Church. You see the Roman 
Church was not set up until ap­
prox 350 AD at the Council of 
Nicaea. Fo1lowing that the purge 
was on all that did not line up 
with the Roman policy, such as 
the Manicheans and Gnostics etc. 
The Roman policy was that all 
the Gospels were factual history. 
They succeeded to a certain ex­
tent but much escaped them and 
found its way to such groups as 
the Cathars and Templars." 

Mr Fox recommends Henry Linco1n~ 
contribution to Ten Years of 
Chronicle (BBC Publications) and 
Le Tresor Maudit de Rennes-le­
Chateau by Gerard de S~de (J'ai 
Lu paperbacks); the latter was 
reviewed in Vol 6 No J (summer 
1972). A further BBC programme, 
produced by Roy Davies, will ap­
appear in a new Chronic1e series 
in the autumn. 
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JOIJROEY to the Ea1t: SrH-&ilO. 
The Brendan Voyage was T~m Sever­
in's ac count of a sea journey he 
made in 1976 and 1977 to test his 
theories that a sixth century 
Irish saint cou1d have crossed 
the Atlantic in a leather-clad 
curragh. In the same month that 
it becomes availab1e in paperback 
(Arrow, £1.50) comes news of his 
next project. 

In The Guardian for Saturday May 
19 1979 Lesley Adamson described 
Severin's plan to "do for Sinbad 
the Sailor what ·the Brendan voy­
age did for St ·Brendan". Sinbad 
the Sailor? It•s· not as ridicul­
ous as it sounds. 

The fourth century saw sailors 
from the Arabian Gulf exploring 
the East; by the eighth century 
merchants had capitalised on 
this, bringing goods and Arabian 
technology from the land of the 
Caliph Haroun al Rashid as far as 
China. 

This was aided by the developing 
science of star navigation and 
knowledge of seasonal weather 
patterns. Severin. hopes to set 
sail on the 10th national day of 
Oman, November 18th 1980. North 
east monsoon winds shou1d take 
him on the first leg, then north 
west monsoon winds from the Mal­
acca Straits to China. 

The boat "wil1 be"(writes Lesley 
Adamson)"for most purposes, a 
standard Arab trading vessel of 
its time, an 80 ft dhow with a 
lateen rig of two triangular 
sails. Strictly, the style of 
boat is a boom; the locals meas­
ure only the keel and so it is 
50 ft; the rig is properly a set­
tee; and some Omanis wou1d argue 
that they are not strictly Arabs. 

"The timber frame will be bui1t 
of Malabar wood from lndia , and 
the structure held together wi th 
coconut fibre ,rope. In late Aug­
ust , when Ramadan is over, con­
struction will begin ... " 

Thoughts about Sinbad ' s voyages 
came to Severin on board the cur­
ragh in mid-Atlantic, and it's 
not rea1ly surprising. J.F.Webb 

wrote in. an introduction t o The 
Voyage o·f St Brendan: "Several of 
the incidents are para1leled in 
Arabian folk tale (the landing on 
the whale brings to mind the same 
occurrence in Sinbad the Sailor) 
and Scandinavian mythology ... " 

We can be sure that the links 
betwee.n Western Europe and the 
Middle and Near East a c tually ex­
isted. A sixth or seventh-century 
bronze Buddha figure from north 
India, Kashmir or Afghanistan 
reached a sma11 island called 
HelgO in Lake M~lar near Stockholm 
in central Sweden, before the end 
of the eighth century. If Buddha, 
why not tales of Sinbad? And tales 
of Brendan the other way? 

Lives of the Saints translated by 
J.F.Webb (Penguin 1965) 

David Wilson The Vikings and their 
Origins (Thames & Hudson 1970) 

The north porch doorway of Mary 
Redc1iffe,Bristo1 shows strong 
Eastern influence ear1y in the C14 
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JOlJBNEr to the WEST: BBENDA.1\1 

PAUL H CHAPMAN is author of The 
Man Who Led Columbus to America 
published by Judson Press-, in 
Atlanta, Georgia at )i56, and re­
viewed i n Pendragon Vol XI No 4 
by Stephen Banks. 

I no-te in your rev iews that Tim 
Severin wa s permitted to comment, 
in advance, on the review of my 
book. I would have appreciated 
same a s regards his book (The 
Brendan Voyage), and perhaps you 
will now permit your readers a 
few comments on the other side of 
the issues raised in the spirit 
of seeking the truth of the mat­
ters. 

As regards the review of my book, 
I would h a ve hoped that the re­
viewer would have read this in a 
more comprehen_si ve fashion. For 
examples, 
1 He has Brendan "sailing south 
to the· Canaries", whereas my book 
shows him sailing south to the 
Azores, and su·bsequently picking 
up the Canaries current; 
2 He criticizes me for "more im­
portant, he makes no reference to 
the mariner's compass, which came 
into use around 1100 AD". Inas­
much as the Brendan voyage was in 
the sixth century he did not have 
the use of a magnetic compass as 
is shown by his experience on the 
cloud cover becoming lost as to 
direction on the very first leg. 
lDoes this make any sense that it 
should have been referenced?) 
JI did not say, as the critic 
said I said, that the Little Bear 
was "primarily a 'clock in the 
sky' as the author romantically 
claims: Columbus would have kept 
time with an hour glass". I did 
not say that the Little Bear was 
primarily anything. Instead I had 
drawn both an illustration and ll. 
text showing how 'the Bear from 
the Dipper in connection with Po­
laris was used as~ clock in the 
sky; and further I quoted Colwn­
bus' journal in which the Admiral 
himself wrote as regards telling 
'time by it. 
4 Your reviewer disputes the use 
of a side tiller saying "Also the 
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rudder shown in the illus tration 
is of a kind never seen on land 
or sea and it would never steer a 
ship". Rudders simply have not 
always been at the center on a 
flat side back of a boat, and 
practically all illustrations and 
the ship models in musewns show 
the side tiller i n use throughout 
ancient history. 
5 I do thank the reviewer for 
correcting the typographicals -
both of them -. 

Now as to the second review on 
The Brendan Voyage , I would join 
with you in saluting Tim Severin 
for his courage , fortitude, and 
having proven that a leather cov- · 
ered ship could cross the Atlant­
ic . It therefore leaves me at 
something of a loss to understand. 
Tim's argwnent that the same type 
of craft could not sail the "easy" 
Trade Wind route, whereas he 
bucked the head winds and adverse 
currents on the much more diffi­
cult and longer northern crossing. 

Finally I would ask that consider­
ation be given to both the naviga­
tional plottings and the geograph­
ical findings. Each and every part 
of the Navigatio (the original 
story of St Brendan's voyage) has 
been accounted for in my book, and 
in the five years since its Ameri­
can publication not a single one 
of these facts has been disputed. 
If you and/or any of your readers 
can find a flaw in any item I 
would sincerely appreciate advice 
on it. 

You are to be complimented on your 
maps showing the comparative 
routes." 

*Chapman' s design for Brendan's 
rudder or side tiller . Would ~t 
ever steer a boat? Comments? 

REV:c&V If PAA7SHAIJS the+-
translated by Alistair Shearer & 
Peter Russell (Wildwood House) 

The Upanishads, a collection of 
sacred Indian texts, are thought 
to number between two and three 
hundred. The earliest, the Biha­
ranyaka, dates from 800 BC, an_d 
the most recent ones were comp­
osed abo~t two hundred years ago. 
The two authors, both praction­
ers, teachers and writers on 
Transcendental Meditation, have 
taken the thirteen principal 
Upanishads and have started with 
c·omplete translations of three of' 
them, and followed these with se­
lections from another six, choos­
ing the sections which most suc­
cinctly express the essential 
teachings of' the Upanishads. In 
their translation, their aim has 
been to show that the teaching, 
which is both universal and eter­
nal, is just as relevant to the 
contemporary growing interest in 
higher states of' consciousness as 
it was to India JOOO years ago. 

Because of' the· versatility of' the 
Sanskrit language many different 
levels of meaning are possible in 
each text and the authors have • 
attempted to preserve these many 
levels while at the same time "we 
have tried-to 
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bring out what we 
feel is to be the highest level 
of meaning" (to quote from the 
excellent introduction) , The 
attainment of' the Absolute, or 
the unity of' the Absolute and the 
relative is the constant theme 
throughout the book. Although not 
strictly connected with Arthurian 
literature, this book should in­
terest many Pendragon members as 
it deals with universal truths as 
conveyed through esoteric Indian 
writings; the same mysti·c truth 
which was searched for in the 
Quest for the Grail. 

Beautifully produced at'£J.95 in 
large-size (A4} soft-back, this 
book's clear poetic prose is com­
plemented by seventy superb phot ­
ographs of' India. There is a long 
informative introduction, and 
each text is proceeded by general 
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background information. Altogeth­
er an absorbing book for anyone 
interested in the "Matter of J:nd­
ia" as well as the "Matter of 
Britain". 

ENID NOLAN-WOODS 

Lettt!'r oN 1Asr1&5UE 
From ARCHIE MERCER, Truro, Corn­
wall, who co-edits the newsletter 
The Once and Future Worm reviewed 
last issue: 

"Pendragon 12/2 is an interesting 
issue, particularly in the toss­
ing-together of the Guinevarious 
theories to see what consensus 
(if' any) is thrown up. It'll be 
interesting to see Messrs & Mes­
dames .Birchby's, Moreno's and 
Guerin's reactions to each others 
theories. In particular, _I would 
commend these writers f'or their 
avoidance of untenably extreme 
positions. 

The same commendation does not 
apply to David Stringer, who seems 
to be on very shaky grow1d. H~ 
doesn't give any source for his 
alleged Cornish vocabulary and 
grammar, and Beryl, who has done 
a year of Cornish and taken 
(passed) an exam therein, neither 
recognises his words herself nor 
can find any reference to them in 
her dictionaries. As far as his 
"kivel",meaning worm, goes, it is 
generally understood that St Mich­
ael Penkivel derives from•the Lat ­
in caballus, horse - possibiy via 
the French - or from some similar 
word in old Brythonic. Compare 
cheval, chivalry, cavalry and so 



on, St Michael Horsehead, that's 
all. 

Myself, I don't quite see what 
connection ancient Levantine 
cryptograms have to do with the­
Matter o f Britain, And as for the 
correct date of Easter, it would 
seem to me that at the time in 
question the most important thing 
would have been to have everybody 
celebrating it simultaneously -
whether in January or December, 
if you like. 

Beryl, having read over the fore­
going, comments that she finds 
gorthfyl (snake) and sarf (serp ­
ent) acceptable, but not the 
others." 

* 
*I '·d like to thank Archie for his 
invited comments, and reply to a 
couple of his points. 

This magazine is first and fore­
most a forum for Society members 
to air their point of view on 
"the mattei of Britain". I exer­
cise what I hope is a lightweight 
editorial control, and let con­
tributors speak for themselves. 
There is thus not always a con­
sensus of opinion, which makes 
constructive criticism such as 
Archie's all the more welcome. 

The cryptogram article was part 
of a continued discussion of the 
SATOR-AREPO square which had re­
cently been discovered in Roman 
Manchester. The original terms of 
reference stated: 

"Their context in Arthurian stu­
dies is that the traditions of 
Arthur's three victories in Lan­
cash.ire .can best be judged in 
the light of what is known of 
the region in his time .. , In the 
case of Manchester this is prec­
ious little ... " 

Whether this link is substantial 
enough may or may not be judged 
by the ensuing correspondence 
(which still continues). 

Finally, I don't quite follow the 
argument over the Easter dating. 
The controversy between the Celts 
and the Romans was surely over 
the precise dating of Easter and 
whose practice was correct . C.L. 

REVIEW_, 

THE CAllLDBON 
The Beltane issue of this fools­
cap "newsletter of the Old Reli­
gion" covers a varied range of 
subjects including white horses , 
witches cradles, heart trans­
plants, oak trees, Saracen myst ­
ery schools and ecology. There 
are also reports of conferences 
and exhibitions, reviews and ad­
vents, and an interesting count­
erview to Margaret Murray's por­
trayal of Joan of Arc as a witch . 

Editor: Mike Howard. Non-profit­
making. 25p (blank P.O.) from 
BCM Box 1633, London WClV 6XX . 

MATHEMATICS, MAZES & MANDALAS 

* 
PATRICIA VILLIERS-STUART has 
published much original work 
offering solutions to many 
mythic problems with insight 
and often humour. Her very 
personal approach deserves ra ­
ther wider recognition than it 
perhaps now receives, Titles 
include: 

Mandalas of Creation 
Sparks of New Life (dragon 

power, Shakespeare etc) 
Mazes, Signs & Symbols 
One Two Three More (geometry, 

numbers etc) 
Cubes of Creation (the work of 
Frederick Bligh Bond) 

Arena - a Game of the Stars 

All available at 5Op each 
(incl p&p) from P V-S, 
12 Empress Place, London SW6 
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