





rough flooring. Just above this
flooring was evidence of burning
which included grain, for which
it might be possible to obtain a
radiocarbon date.

In the stony infill was also
found the base of a rotary querm,
the upper surface of which inclu-
ded a central spindle (?) hole
and radial grooves. A very early
Pendragon (Vol 2 No 3, Jan 1968)
included a letter from a Mr G
Holdstock in Essex who understood
that quernstones with radial
grooves were fourth century (as
at Tythegston, Glamorgan). On

the other hand a quern fragment
from Dinas Powys with more com-
plex radial grooving was dated by
Leslie Alcock as post-Roman. Wait
for the official report by Alex
Schlesinger (coming soon?) and
all will be revealed!

INDIAN SUMMER MADNESS

A few Bristol members and others
indulged in an Indian evening
round about the autumnal equinox,
with slides of the sub-continent
and curries to add extra flavour
to the proceedings. Thanks spec-
ially to Julie and Pete Weeks,
and Colin and Jenny Walls.

Finally, we were very -sorry to
hear that Vince Russett had de-
cided to call a halt to produc-
ing Picwinnard. This was done
for a variety of reasons, one of
which was a lack of contribu-
tions (there is a moral here,
dear Reader). However, Vince
hopes to be involved in a spec-
ial field project soon, and, as
a Pendragon member, he may well
appear occasionally as contribu-
tor to the pages of this journal.

THEMES

Next issue will be the special
20th anniversary magazine with
Arthur, man, myth and symbol, as
the theme. Articles are coming
in gradually, but we would still
like a lot more, from whatever
angle you're interested in.

Following the Arthur issue will
be one on a topic rather more
diverse: stones, wells, graves,
patterns etc, all generally put
under the heading of Earth Mys-
teries, but related perhaps in
one way or another with the Mat-
ter of Britain. I can't think of
a title - Arth-mysteries maybe?
- but something will no doubt
suggest itself. c.L.

wor: £52.50 DOWN

THEN NOTHING MORE TO
PAY FOR 52 WEEKS!

Annual subscription to the
Pendragon Society only £2.50
and includes this quarterly
magazine.

BACK NUMBERS

Some back numbers of Pendragon
are astill available from the
Secretary, 27 Roslyn Road,. Red-
land, Bristol BS6 6NJ, all at
30p + postage.

‘Vol 10 No 4: Dragons

Vol 11 No 1: Merlin, No 2 Lance-
lot, No 3: The Round Table, No
4: St Brendan, Magic Squares.

Vol 12 No 1: Gawain, No 2:

- Guinevere, No 3J: Templars.

A for Arthur, the sfory of the
Society by Jess Foster.
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about the stones and reveal- s
ed their planetary signifi-
cance.

I was puzzled at their name 6
since the designs have no
obvious connections with the
runic futharc.

They were first mentioned in =9
a Quest publication "Magic

in Principal and Practice”

by Marian Green, a slim vol-
ume for which I drew the 11- 8

lustrations. 0
This was reviewed in one of

Gareth Knight's publications
(Quadriga or New Dimensions,

I forget which) in which he
reproduced my illustrations of
the designs and mentioned that
Dolores Ashcroft-Nowicki (the
Director of Studies of the Ser-
ants of the Light) had also done
gome research on runestones.
Dolores uses an additional stone,
presumably an equivalent to the
significator in Tarot divination,
but otherwise it is understood
that her system is substantially
the same as the one described in
Sangreal (Vol 2 No 3).

They are not our invention but
whether they are any older than

‘we: are we cannot say for certain.

The main thing is that, like the
Chinese I Ching, 23 a divinatory
device they seem to work."
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X and hia symbol of sover-
T eignty, the runic shield

which is seen reproduced in
architecture (shades of Le Mys-
tare des Cathéedrales) im, for
example, the drawn-in completed
corona of chapels (here in the
ground-plan of Cologne Cathe-
dral).

Otto I was the 10th century ru.
ler of the ancient Reich encom-
passing also large areas of It.
aly.”

Mr Ratazzi also draws our atte:
tion to a “"rune game" using 25
stones (including a blank) men
" tioned in a Telegraph review o:













CHARTERHOUSE

An opportunity was provided by Mr
T Elkin of the Charterhouse Out-
door Activities Centre for the
Pendragon Society to investigate
part of the site of the Roman and
later lead mines near Charterhouse
-on-Mendip. ’

Because Blackmoor itself was
worked extensively into modern
times Roman remains are scanty
within the boundary of the Centre.

It was decided to take a trial
section in an area which appeared
to promise evidence of a Roman
road. This took place in late July
1979. In the event, no trace of
any road was found, which in it-
self ralses several questions.

PREVIOUS REFERENCES

" Gough (pp 40-7) summarises early
discussion on the Roman road from
0ld Sarum to Veb... (the Roman
abbreviation of the mining area)'.
Excavations by McMurtie east of
the Castle of Comfort show this
recad to have well-marked layers
of road-metal, ballast and clayz.
The Ordnance Survey 25" map of
1903 shows this road continuing
to the southern edge of a round
barrow 200 or so feet to the SE
of the site in question; this was
partly based on the theories of
Sir R Colt Hoare in the early

19th century but is still accepted

by recent archaeological opinion
(see_Branigan & Fowler fig 46, p
185)3. -

THE SITE

If the existence of this road up
to this point is accepted, then,
should it continue, there are sev-
eral directions it could reason-
ably be expected to take:

(1) It can c8®ntinue in a straight
line, which would take it to a
square enclosure generally regard-
ed as medieval; )

(2) It could continue on its “pre-
sent™ course briefly either before
veering west to the Roman fort or
before taking a more north-wester-
ly direction to the Roman town
settlement.

1979 C.LOVEGROVE

A trench prohibiting motor traff-
ic had been dug mechanically
across the track between Black-
moor and Nordrach. This was ap-
proximately 5ft deep and 25ft
long, and showed no evidence of
either artificial structures or
material remains.

It was decided to take a section
a few feet south of this trench
to pick up any evidence of a road
surface or of its agger or em-
bankment. ’

DESCRIPTION OF EXCAVATIONS

The section was 4ft wide and L8ft
long running approximately SSW.
Below topsoil was found a clay
layer, between 9" in depth in-
creasing to 2ft down the slope to
the south. It contained a few
particles of burnt clay. Although
with a clay-based spil greater
801l depth might have been expec-
ted, lead workings could have
caused the denudement of vegeta-
tion and subsequent erosion on
this slope. Below the clay were
flaggy and massive rocks of Black
Rock limestone.

Finds were few and included a few
worked flints, minute quantities
of slag, some lime, and a frag-
ment of glazed pipe.

CCRCLUSIONS

No traces of metalling, ballast
or agger were found. It is possi-
ble that the bedrock was used ei-
ther as the surface itself, or
for a foundation.

It is more likely, in view of the
real lack of finds, that the road
did not pass through this site.
Its direction, as suggested by
the 1903 0S map, is suspect at
least from near Ubley Warren Farm
as not only does it take a new

direction but also takes the line:

of least resistance between field
workings to stop inconclusively
by the barrow.

It 1s here suggested that the

most likely direction would be to

continue the line of road
straight on: from near Ubley Var-
ren Farm to the Roman town, the

10

natural focus of any road, and
the: easiest course in its topo-
graphy; and current field re-
search by V Russett is aimed at
establishing whether or not a

road did actually extend to Ubley
Varren from the Castle of Comfort.

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY

1 J ¥V Gough The Mines of Mendip
(David & Charles 2nd ed 1967)

2 J McMurtie in Proc Bristol Glos
Arch Soc (1906) XXIX

3 Branigan & Fowler (Eds) The
Roman West Country (David &
Charles 1976) H D H Elkington
The Mendip Lead Industry

Thqéo all contain full references.
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Snakes, serpents, dragons and Jrthur, 2 pavip striveER

We now come to the apparently strange conflict between
KING ARTHUR (Artos, priest of the Sungod) with the
fire-dragon emblem (fire tying in with the Sun), and

| MORGANNX-LE-FAY with the water-serpent (the Islands in
the Ocean, the Moon); made stranger by the fact that
they are close (brother and sister, and also lovers)
and that she mourns his death after she has ensured it at the hands of
their own’ child!

Whatever the historicity of this gruesome tale (which cannot be Jjudged
impossible however much it might jar on our modern sense of values}),
that is best left as we are here concermed to take the story as we
might interpret a dream, where the different characters play out often
various conflicting aspects of our own particular or general natures.

There is a "civil war®™ which brings death and chaos to Logres, where
the DRAGON fights the SERPENT (which in Eden were one). This is per-
haps

1 2 developing schizophrenia in human consciousness between the Ego/

' Yang and the intuitive Id/Yin, one seeking to tap the Energy to gain
Power, the other seeking to be a simple channel for the Power to do
its work.* OR

2 The corruption of the originally shamanistic pure knowledge of the
nature of Life into a powerstruggle for supreme control, using this
knowledge as a weapon (in this case between Matriarchs and Patri-
archs).

Shall we take Excalibur as the Energy-as-weapon and the Grail as the

Energy-as-healer? We notice how the priestesses of the Grail do their

level best to keep its whereabouts secret, permitting only those who
seek it in humility and love to ultimately benefit from it (i.e. Per-
cival), while all kinds of misfortunes prevent those who see its find-
ing as a means to gain status {(hence Power) from achieving it. We also
potice how Percival is taken away, after seven years, by his mother so
that she may see to his upbringing amongst the wild nature of the for-
est and that he may bs suited to this purpose. The Mother Goddess-Ser-
pent is very anxious to keep him from the dragon lust for power incip-
ient in Artos' court! :

This schizophrenia and corruption of knowledge are both still with us
today; we see the consequences in the injustice, suffering and natural
catastrophe all around us. ' ’

The Goddess herself {we may take the ladies of the legend who don't
actually have a sexual involvement as aspects of the Goddess - or as
priestesses of these aspects if they do!), she also seems to be divid-
ed in nature: LADY NIMUE is gentle and healing, while MORGANNA-LE-FAY
seems to have become, because of the power-conflict, rather destruct-
ive and ruthless; and the LADY OF THE LAKE gives and takes away the
power as if she were the Mother herself. This could be taken as either
the alternative reactions of the old female-controlled society to a
masculine take-gver, or a complex metaphor for the way the more “fem-
inine* intuitive aspect of our psychic make-up is affected by a world
controlled by a more grasping and aggressive intellect,

The Story itself as told from manuscripts is a series of folk legends
in the oral tradition transcribed by troubadours looking for a good
story; they were obviously more concerned with having concrete charaec-
ters for the reader than with any ancient insights preserved in Bardic
form. One presumes they took them as they found them and dressed the

characters in the clothes of the day. Hence the muddle that comes in
with the "chivalry". The weirder the story, the more fascinating it
became to them!

This brings us back to dragonlines. Along these are supposed to be
Power points where one of the stranger theories is that here the
"Gods" came to earth and gave us super-knowledge as from divine or
flying-saucer shaped sources above. Such a belief could be the result
of the dragon separating from the serpent as the subliminal notion of
knowledge. In fact such power points are where there is a meeting of
terrestrial and extraterrestrial forces, the effect being so ecstatic
that a person with the inherited notion of power from above might ig-
nore the realization that the ecstatic sense is from energy surging
within (the snake) and below (the serpent), drawn up, shall we say, by
extraterrestrial magnetism. One of its manifestations is a radiance of
white light all around, as the Grail possesses, and its effects are
stronger by night and in full moon-light, as when the Grail procession
eppoars in a moonbeam. This experience comes not to those who lusting-
ly seek but to those who approach it with humility.=*»

Our "exploration of patterms” continues with the Arthurian Story: the
Arthurian Knights and Kings (Warriors and Chieftains) see the achieve-
ment or possession of the Magic -the search for the Holy Grail- as’
conferring status, power or virtue on themselves, and hence a ruling
position perhaps following Artos the Priest-King's death. (The knighta
are perhaps the lesser chieftains of clans in a tribal confederation
of twelve, their names sometimes inclusive of the tribal deity (Ballyn
and Ballan, Belvedere from the sungod Bel, Baal) while kings are
chiefs of allied tribes.) This achievement has been the egoistic hero
path of all would-be elites since that legendary time, though that
knowledge may change its name to theology, or acience. :

Logres, whether or not under the Lugonian sungod Lugh) has its own
ideology, the belief that without the rule of the sacred priest-king
and his round-table Britain must fall back into primitive "chaos™, a
doctrine with vague echoes of Mussolini or Hitler's Third Reich or the
Conservative law-and-order lobby. From this chaos it shall be saved
when Artos is "resurrected" (i.e. the reincarnatiom of the spirit of
the priest-king in some future ruler).

However, the success of the search for the Holy Grail is the end of
Logres, as those who discover the power of the serpent magic find
thelr masculine egoism melted away; just as Percival understands its
true nature and finds peace and happiness with Whiteflower, priestess
of the shrine, in the Welsh forests while the other would-be success-
ors resort to the old barbarian method of the sword to sort out their
rivalries, cancelling each other cut and leaving Britain to the priest-
esses. :

The legend cof the Grail persists throughout history however amongsf )
those who cannot, because of their aggressive desire for it, find it.
The split between the subliminal fire-dragon and the intuitive water-
serpent ever tends to create a society where the ruling logic and isms
and systems are quite at odds with the intuitive and sensual needs of
the basic sensitive human Self (as opposed to the Persona which is our
hero-image). : ’

Logres was a state of definite boundaries, with a few blurred edges as
it ran westwards and northwards where its power ceased at Cumbria, the
Welsh border, and Devon. But it was not so much a country or province
in the Roman sense s0 much as a federation under a dominant tribe such
as Aztec Mexico (whose ruler, along with Artos, the Pharaoh and the
Inca, claimed to represent the sungod). ' : : )

_Vhat are the realms of Morganpna-le-Fay, the serpent priestess-queen?
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