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\\man nature being what it is, any historical
background however amall for a folk-hero seems
to be heavily obscured by a cloud of legend, myth
and downright fairy-tale fantasy. Almost as if
there is a kind of literary law which insists that
{magination shall expand to fil] the gaps. This
gseems to have been the case with Robin Hood,
Dick Turpin, Hereward the Wake and Davy Crock-
ett-etc,

Perhaps it is not surprising that the same thing
appears to have happened to Arthur and his
Knights; not only because 80 little is known of
their true story but because of other factors seek-
ing to use their story, such as the sycophantic
-Geoffrey of Monmouth, the 1ineage-consclous
Plantagenet Kings, and the fertile imaginations
of the troubadours of France and Brittany. The
latter built a world of Romance around the story
and so disguised it by their own period's tales of
chivalry, courtly love and gamouflaged images
that, in most peoples’ minds, truth and fantasy
became reversed, Arthur became the hub and his
Court the central situation for a mainstream of
stories, then his Knights became ancillary tales,
each having his own adventures, (All the ingredi-
ents were there of what, in our own days, became
the hallmarks of numerous TV Westerns. Perhaps
Chretien de Troyes should be suitably recognised
as the author of the first TV serles!)

it is this maelstrom of fact and fantasy which

makes it so difficult to unravel the history of Ar-

thur and his merry men, Poor Johnny Seek-for~

Truth may grasp a likely looking thread of fact

and find eventually that he is climbing along yard

afler yard of fiction, To differentiate, there
vems to be some insistence that we should re-
ember that life was rough and tough in Arthur's
1y, that there were no knights-in-shining-arm-
ir to play by the rules, it was a case Qi dog-eat-
g and every man for himself. Brett Young
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secinl to recognise this difficulty of identifica
tion in his poem of Arthur
“Nor pry too deeply, lest you should discover
The bower of Astolat a amoky but
Of mud and watile find the knightliest lover
A braggart and his lilymaid a stut
And all that coloured tale a tapestry, .. "

ARTHUR'S PERIOD

t would be as well to take another look at what
jitle facts we have of the Arthurian legend. These
ire contained in the writings of Gildas (his De
ixcidio), Nennius (his Historia Brittonum), two
lated facts in the Cambrian Annals (otherwise
nerely a clerical chronology), some comments
v the historian William of Malmeshury (in his
iesta Regumy), and early Welsh stories and
oems before 1130 (the date of Geoffrey of
lonmouth's History of the Kings of Britain,

nd the beginning of the romantic tradition,

ildas does not mention Arthur, but he refers
» Ambrosius Aurelianus of Roman descent

ho led the initial resistance to the invaders of
ritain, with victory coming eventually to the
ritish at the battle of Mount Badon 'almost

e last but not the least slaughter of these in-
iders". In a rather obscurely worded Latin
:ntence Gildas seemed to indicate that it took
ace in the year of his birth ¢. AD 500,

1e lwo relevant entries in the Cambrian An-
Is indicated the battle of Mount Badon as
ving taken place in 516, and the battle of
.mlann in 539 "in which Arthur and Medraut
re killed". Since the two passages would
ve been inserted arbitrarily in their rele-
nt periods and not in the exact year, it is
>bable that the correct dates would have

an just before about 500 and 521 (allowing

" the same margin between the two battles).

Nennius, writing about Al 800, gave the most
information, commencing with the crucial date
of 488 (also eonfirmed by the Anglo-~Saxon
Chronijcle). This was the year in which Eric
Qisc became King of Kent after the death of
Hengist (the chieftain of the band of Saxon mer-
cenaries who spearheaded the main Saxon Inva-
sion) and founded the royal line of Oiscingas.
Next, without further introduction, and speak-
ing of him as if he were so well known that no-
one needed to be told about him, Nennius stated
that it was then that Arthur fought against them
and implied that he was the British War Leader
although he was only a minor noble. He fought
twelve battles and was the victor in all of them,
ending with the battle at Mount Badon.

Giving the foregoing information, it is possible
to put forward certain dates for Arthur. I the
date of Mount Badon was 500, and assuming
that Arthur was then 35, being at the peak of
his career with 12 battles behind him, he was
probably born in 465 and 23 years old at the
beginning of his career. Then this would logic-
ally make him 56 years old at the date of his
death at Camlann, when declining physical
powers, after a lifetime of war, would have
helped to overcome a man who was probably

an almost invincible warrior in his prime,

The matter in the early Welsh sources is a
jumble of fact and fantasy, some of the knights
named obviously being Celtic gods and folk~
heroes, which caused William of Malmesbury to
exclaim, "It is of this Arthur that the British
tell such nonsense even today, a man clearly to
be remembered not in fallacious fables but pro-
claimed in veracious histories, as one who long
sustained his tottering country and gave the shat
tered minds of his fellow-citizens an edge for
war', Perhaps it was only fit that the finest epi-
taph written ahout Arthur should come from the
last unbiased historian to write about him,

The battle of Mount Badon thus represented a
highwater mark in Arthur's life and presaged al-
most a half-century of peace during which histor
Is silent about him. It is into the period then of
500 - 540 that the fictional Romances of the Ar-
thurian theme must be fitted,
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always presented a puzzle. ‘That they were not
of the heavily armoured Lype seems almost cert-
ain, as it is most unlikely that the stirrup had
been brought to Britain by that time. There had
always been a history of horsemen of the lightly-
armed type since the Roman invasion however
and, just before the Roman withdrawal in 410,
the greater part of the garrison of Iladrian's
Wall had consisted of light cavalry squadrons.

It is likely that the knights were of this type.

In early Welsh sources there is a reference to
St 1lltud returning from the wars to found his
monastic establishment at Llantwit. Iie was re-
ferred to as Illtud Farchog (the Knight) and is
known to be a cousin of Arthur, their mothers
being sisters as both were daughters of Amlott
Gulectic, He was much older than Arthur and
withdrawing from a soldier's life just as Arthur
began his career. It is probable that young men
were just as restless in those days, spent all
their youth as mercenary soldiers, and became
monks or hermits when they became too old for
the martial arts and wanted to accumulate credit
cards in Ileaven. In the immortal words of the
Ingoldsby Legends:

"The Devil grew old

And the Devil turned monk

And begged for release from his sins, "

1t is thus doubtful that Illtud was ever one of
Arthur's knights and it i3 not always possible to
decide who was. One of the main clues to such a
person would be whether his name could be de-
rived from a recognisable Roman form, The
main trio seem always to be mentioned together
- Arthur (Artorius), Kei (Caius), and Bedwyr
(Bedivarius). Others were Gawain (Walwanus),
Edeyrn (Eternus), March Meirchion (Marcus
Marcianus), Llacheu (Flaccus), Tegid (Tacitus)
etc,

A host of others were introduced by the French
troubadours in the Romances in which knights,
flinging back long ringlets from their pallid

il
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Forest of Brocéliande as they went off on
their adventuring. Of such were Lancelot,
Galahad, Percival, Peredur...

TUE HOLY GRAIL

Many of these stories seem to have become
mediums for other underlying enigmalic tale
in which obscure references to such matters
as the Old Religion, Celtic mythology, and
the Virgin Mary cult are to be found. The
greatest one however was the recurrent then
of the Quest of the Holy Grail, a goblet or
chalice type of object which had been used at
the Last Supper and which had been lost sinc
Joseph of Arimathea had brought It to these
islands.

The derivation of the word grail does not se
to be fully known, although it probably came
from the Old French word greal. The meani
of the latter is "a flat receptacle or dish"
rather than a round goblet and there has obv
ously been some confusion although both ob-
jects have overtones of religious rite,

It is a strange coincidence that there is one
object which satisfies many of the queries
concerning the Holy Grail, During relevant
periods of the Arthurian story (i.e. AD 500
525 and AD 1204 - 1350) a sacred object
called the ""Mandylion" vanished from the
sight of men and no one knew what had beco:
of it. During the second period, as became
known, it proved to be in the hands of the
Knights Templar and, when that order was
proscribed and destroyed by order of the
French King, it eventually reappeared in th
care of the Royal Italian House of Savoy, be
ing known since those days as the Turin
Shroud. When it is also considered that jt
could be represented by a flat communion d
symbolically holding the body of Jesus Chri
may it not perhaps be felt that the Quest for
the Holy Grail has at last been successful ?

ARTHUR:

t

ASENS

an intensely personal demi-god, He is
personal because he is wholly and unequivocally
British, He was not borne here from a Land to
the West, he did not climb out of a spaceship and
he did not spring, fully armed, from an earthly
magnetic hiccup anywhere near Stonehenge,

He had a mother and a father, a childhood and
eventually became the 'Man of the Moment' in
the Britons' dark age war with the Saxons, No-
one, however laudatory they have been, has ever
suggested that he was perfect. Percival was the
perfect knight (or fool) but he has never comman-
ded the excitement and interest that has been
Arthur's,

Arthur was a human being, he ate, drank, slept,
and fornicated. He fought exceptionally well and
slew droves of Saxons (940 in a single combat if
Nennius is to be believed!). He was a brilliant
leader of men and probably invented the kind of
cavalry we have seen in Europe, largely un-
changed, until the second world war rendered
them useless.

But it is not what he was that excites us so much
as what he has become. Historically Arthur is
but a sketchy character. Centuries separate his
life and deeds from the first reliable historical
sources that report them. The only recognised
contemporary historian ignores him.
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Nennius says of him "Then it was that the mag-
nanimous Arthur, with all the kings and military
force of Britain, fought against the Saxons and
though there were many more noble than himself,
yet he was twelve times chosen their commander
... " Many more noble, .. This man was not a
king, or even particularly high born, yet he has
become godlike with the passage of time.

Two reasonably distinct traditions spring from
this meagre historical figure. A Celtic tradition,
obscure, often of dubious origin, but always se-
cretive and fascinating, And a Romantic tradition
which, however it may claim to stem from the
former, in fact owes it very little,

ARTHURIAN ROMANCE

The Romantic tradition springs from Geoffrey of
Monmouth's History of the Kings of Britain in
which Arthur is born out of Uther Pendragon's
adulterous union with Igena, wife of Gorlois the
duke of Cornwall, Merlinengineers thh =~ - ery
by magically making of Uther a likene... .. _or-
lois. Arthur becomes king upon *™* o
subdues the Saxons and eventual

Europe. Ile returns, on the poin

when he hears of Motdred’. ° |

vere. He fights Mordred anu 1wc

wound at the battle of Camlan,







xon Village
N'FIOLK

SUSAN FOSTER

he site

of the village was excavated by Stanley
West between 1965 and 1972,
It was first occupied by Mesolithic hunters who
dropped flint tools but who built no huts.
In Neolithic times it was used as a burial ground.
A round barrow was constructed which covered a
crouched burial and forty-nine un-urned crema-

The halls werc 35 ft long and 15 ft wide although

KING ARTHUR O

WIGAN'

After Wigan, the traveller between Merscy and
Ribble enters a curious land, For a time, the
road to the West continues sedately, perhaps 259
feet above sea level, rising to twice as much on
the ridges of Parbold and Upholland. Once past
Ormskirk, whose long wide street crammed with
market-stallg 18 an unspoilt gem of the Fylde, the
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DARK AGE FYLDE
To the Dark Age traveller, the view from Orms-
kirk was as eerie as Sedgemoor. In a waterlogged
maze of peat-hags a few marsh—-men, racked with
malaria and rheumatism, scratched a living from
wildfowl and fish. By night the dancing flame of
Jack o' Lantern over the marshes. In a brooding
landscape, tales of the Celts who had once owned
it from Anglesey to Strathclyde came to mind. To
this day we can see the ghosts, Ormskirk is the
church of some Northerner called Orm. Wigan is
Anglo-Saxon for the Place of Battles. The river
Douglas at Wigan is the Black Stream, coloured
by peat, or in Celtic, dubglas. Phantoms of old

all that remained were the holes that contained th

tions. ] o rne.. timber uprights. The huts were 12 ft by 9 ft and
o , i were bullt over pits that acted as cellars, Some,

at least, were covered by floorboards, not as ori-

con{licts glimmer like marsh-fire above the lost
sea-verges of the Fylde,

iand drops away to hoth sidés, and he gees that he

is following an ancient peniasula into a vanished
P . 3

gea, The most dramatic vista is at Sunset, look~

some of which encircled their round huts,

They were succeeded by a community of Romano-
British potters. Five kilns of this period were
excavaled,

The Anglo-Saxon sctilers arrived from Holland
and north Germany before the end of the Roman
occupation, probably 380-400 AD,

In the early 7th century the inhabitants moved to
near Lhe present church a mile to the east, and
this may possibly have been a sacred spot in ear-
ly Christian times, The site of the pagan village
was abandoned; it was then ploughed until the 13th
century and then reverted to heath,

The Anglo-Saxon village occupiled a sandy knoll on
the north bank of the River Lark, 3 of a mile
away from the Icknield Way. It extended over five
acres and consisted of thalched timber buildings -
seven halls and sixty-eight huts. Three halls were
probably in use at any one time with five subsidia-
ry huts. The hall seems to have been the commun-
al eating place of the family group and the sleeping
quarters of the unmarried men, Arable and pasto-
al farming was practised. In additicn dcer and
wilc” 1 were hunted on the Breckland and fisiy,
Incluuing salmon, were caught in the lark,
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ginally thought.

6th-7th century tombstone from near

Bonn. Note comb, sword and flask!

The cemetary lay } of a mile from the village,
It was excavated in the 1840s. The dead were
buried with their possessions, the women with

jewellery and the men with their weapons.

Sothe relics are shownat the museum in Bury
St Edmunds, others at Oxford, Cambridge and

the British Museum,

Dixon, pp 54, 55, 57-60,

ing into the West, Nine miles avay ig the present
coagiline at Formby. To elther cide is the long
cune-shore betwesn Liverpool and Preston Fort;
7 land not much more than 10 {2l above the Irish
Sea where spring tides drive cast water into farmy-
ers’ wells. Surely no cae wouls bother to cultivate
guch land 7

Vet the acil, though light and randy, hasc 2 cover
of peat in maay places, and car be very fertils,
They say ot Formby that the first English potatoes
were grown by a local man who had been one of
Laleigh's sailoig, and it is fair o say that the
Fylde (a name which seems to mean a place

c ed for agriculiure) is the market-garden of
Loucashire. Its potatoes are deiicious!

According to a local topographer (Ashton) the
¥Fylde is the balance-point for the Western ccast-
line. To the South, the land hag gradually sunk
gince the last Ice Age, and from Cornwall to the
Dee there are legends and sometimes visible
proof of drowned lands or forests, To the North,
especially beyond the Solway Firth, we find raised
beaches, showing that the other end of a geologic-
al seesaw has been at work,
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Ilauntings arouss dead passions, and the tradition
of fizhtg between Northmen and Celts has lingered
for a thousand years, n 1714, the proonecies of
Robert Nixon, the Cheshire Seer, referred to in-
vagions by the Black Fleet: that is to sey, by Dan-
Ish invaders whose ships had black saife, whereas
the Norse shipg had white ones,

John Whittaxer's History of Lancashire (1771)
is a mixture of fact, hearsay and conjeciure
which s usually disregarded by hisiorians.
However, it contains material which szems ic
be derived from contemporary folk-belief and
which is supporiable, We read that King Arthur
fought three battles beiween Wigan and a near-
by ridge cailed Blackrod. Al

(Anon, post-1894) says that o

barrow called Hasty Knoll (de

that in 1735, when a canal wa

abeul § cwt of horse-shoes w

more were found near Wigan

unately, none seem to have si

Perhaps it doesn't matter. Tl
ence to horse-shoes isa C91
alry equipment, well after Az
The Romans in Britain did no
their horses because they tho
roads made it un-necessary,
tied a plate to a damaged hoo!
wag expected to lead his mouw
tough, or else ride a mule, w
harder.

But suppose Whittaker was ri
writing ca 822, said that Artk
tles "on the river Dubglas in
uis', and at Wigan is the R D
the name Linnuis may derive
Welsh lynn wy, meaning "'ma:
so, it might well refer to the
already mentioned.
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interruptions, It represents the best glimpse we
shall get of the oral tradition as it stood when

it was first written down. I quote from Branwen
Daughter of Llyr (Penguin ed p 75)

vBran and the host we spoke of set sail for Ire-
land, and since the sea was not deep he waded
through, At that time there were only two rivers
- LU and Archan - but thereafter the sea wid-
ened and overflowed the kingdoms, "'

The next passage is slightly garbled and tells 1
believe of people sceing forests under the sea

(a sight which 1is geologically justifiable). There
is the evidence as plain as language can make

it, that our own British myth actually has a
continuity of at least ten thousand years. Here I
wish only to show that it is not unlikely or unrea~
sonable that we should have a myth somewhere
about the discovery of bronze. This myth would
be common to most of Europe since it is unlikely
that within the space of this continent bronze
need have been discovered more than once,

THE SWORD IN THE STONE

Well there is only one man credited with draw-
ing a sword out of a stone. How is it that such a
ailly act, magical though it may be, can be so
instantly recognised by all around as the definit-
ive proof of kingship ? One would think that Mer-
lin's magical powers would enable him to do at
least as much and yet he is no contester for the
throne. The act can only be symbolic, an image
which we are blind to because of our different
speech habits. To draw a sword from a stone is
to smelt. Arthur is the technocrat who started
the Bronze Age ball rolling.

Actually the amount of confusion which exists in
the sources does not make it clear who was the
inventor. In Branwen there 1s a passage which

:curs before the last one quoted, which is quite
stinctly refcrs to the smelting of iron. Now |
ink that in fact the later tellers of the tale have
ibstituted iron for bronze because, like the late:
hristians who made Arthur into a Christian, the
terpreted the material before them in terms
ey understood. The geological strata of myths
hich have been piled one on top of the other,
compressed and petrified, also have other intru-
sions and seams of later material which have to
be identified for what they are. An original
statement about how the iron lives in a house and
could only be forced out by making it white hot
with charcoal and bellows has then been mistaken
for a reference to a pair of unpleasant ogre-like
characters. Iron has also crept in to replace the
metals required for bronze. Now bronze does re-
quire two metals, hence the reference to two
characters in the house. The confusion arises
from the later tellers who were used to iron, be-
ing perhaps unaware that the metal reférred to
was an alloy of tin and copper, However, the
myth returns to total clarity at the end as the
King of Ireland and the King of Britain compare
notes about their visits from these two strangers,
and agree that after the visit thelr men were
armed better than ever before,

Meanwhile there is reference in the story to the
confusion and unpleasantness caused by their in-
itial arrival. It is not hard to imagine that the
introduction of a new technology would have such
an effect, Shades of Luddism. Unemployment and
the abandonment of old skills while the young-

er generation learns the new ones and disre-
gards the advice of outdated elders.

Given the possibility that Arthur existed right
at the beginning of the Bronze Age (and remem-
ber that technology would have spread far
slower then than now) he would have been a
stone age man, by no means the last, living in
what the Archaeologists would term Neolithic
times. Gold or copper objects would not begin
to be lost and buried for archacologists to find
until long after their initial use. For one thing
I do not believe that people bury their dead with
valuable things until the value has come down
to replaceability level. For a second I think
that new technology provokes superstition
(touch wood) and therefore the last thing any-
one would do would be to send a man off to the
happy hunting ground with an object that might
be offensive to the Lords thereof. Therefore
if the archaeologists say that bronze was in
cominon use by a certain age, we can be sure
that the invention of bronze was anything up to
a millenium before that,
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D TABLE

f Monmouth, labelled by an idiotic
the Father of Lies, in fact is a very
ian, in the sense that he recorded
vailable to him which 1s moré than
ected scholars did, If he added a
d there it doesn't matter because
owledge available now we can quick-
h the truth. The fact is that the good
ecorded that Merlin built Stonehenge
rthur. And he said that at a time
logy had been invented, And he gtat-
stones had to be brought from Ire-
, geology has now established that
yrrect. There are only two places
that the bluestones can come from;
scelly (Pres coell = Brass heaven)
\er 1s the corresponding bit of Ire-
shreds of mummified body little
th stick together. I Geoffrey was
t the origin of the stones why doubt
urce of information didn't also know
hem and for whom?

gends of course the Giants Dance be-
1 as the Round Table. Single mega-

structures in Minorea are still called
ula, as indeed that is what they look
“door and older than Stonehenge is

Is it in fact hard to see Arthur's

ten into Avebury ?

THE ANCIENT TRADITION
The leads go out in every direction and it is
difficult to limit the present exploration to the
conflnes of an article. At the same time I must
guard against losing sympathy. Remember that
the Celts only hit Europe forcibly about 500 BC.
They were not the megalith builders. I will
quote you from the respectably old parts of the
Book of Tallessin (VIII)
nQf sages in the primitive world

When I had a being

When the host of the world was in dignity

The Bard was accustomed to benefits. ..

It is long since 1 have been a herdsman

I travelled in the Earth

Before I was proficient in learning

I travelled, I made a circuit

1 slept in a hundred islands

A hundred caers have I dwelt in

Ye intelligent Druids

Declare to Arthur

What is there more early

Than 1 that they sing of."

There was an oral tradition which existed before
the Celts ever got here and its champions had a
very high degree of contempt for the druids.
This tradition referred to a fairly golden age
when men could actually meet as strangers with-
out taking up defensive positions automatically.
A time when men could wander about the Earth
without regard for boundaries. They certainly
had religious bellefs but each new conguest by
foreigners intent on establishing their own sup-
remacy, the tradition became more corrupt. The
fineness of this ancient culture still shines
through the ages to us so that Arthur and his
knights represent the finest {deal 2 man may as-
pire to; and ideal that even the Christians had to
adopt because they couldn't destroy it however
hard they tried; an ideal which included the con-
cept of meditation and recommended to all youth
that it seek communion with God personally,
without the interference of priests, This tradi-
tion comes to us, 1believe, from the 0ld Stone
Age. And it 1s reasonable that it should do so.
For most stone age cultures that still exist have
a far more beautiful way of life than we do. They
seldom have crime; some cultures don't even hav
crome words in their vocabulary.

Meanwhile the poetry of those people enabled
them to express *»~ir Aultnral haliafa in such a
way that we still

fireside tales to

White Queen, wa

King in May but 1

King Arthur's Ch
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vens, GORS:

.ed to have undertaken
distinct ritualistic
out of anvils set in
stivity; and though

o mediaevil romantic-
it has very old roots.

'session that the Celts
is well known. It is to
oracular head of Brin
y his body proceeded
rommanded its own
>unt (now Tower Hill
protect Britain against

all invagion from overseas so long as it remained

concealed, (Branwen Daughter of Llyr in the Mab-
inogion, )

Enter King Arthur, protector of the Britons,
pronouncing, in effect, "I am here now, Dig up
that head - it is of no use now, ' Well, he dug up
the head and presumably for good reasons, On
the surface it was a good public relations job,
gelling popular confidence by banishing old super-
stition; underneath it may have been an act of
ritually supplanting Brin by Arthur as the living
embodiment of the oracular head; or perhaps the
story arose because Arthur was viewed as the
embodiment of Brin himself.

In the Mabinogion Brén is pictured as a giant
able to wade across the Irish Sea and who, in the
absence of a bridge, laid himself across the
River Shannon so that his own army might cross.
His death comes only through a poisoned spear in
the foot (like Achilles) in a batile with his sister's
husband that was caused by a treacherous cousin,
Not & unique theme!

Although there is the apparent connection with
grain, in the Welsh bran means crow, specific-
ally the Raven. The Raven was the sacred bird of
Brin and the presence of these birds at Tower
Hill may be a vestige of the oracular head. The
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Raven was sacred also to other important deities
and mythological figures. Apollo's bird is the
raven, Hercules was said to have had one, the
Greek Titans were associated with the bird and
Odin had a Raven on each of his mighty shoulders,
According to Robert Graves the Raven is Cronos,
the oldest god who eats his own young,

Bran was then a dual god: on the one hand he was
a Celtic Apollo (Ogma or Sul); on the other he is

the carrion-eating crow. This mixture of divine

inspiration and old knowledge forms a symbol of
life-in-death so beloved by the Celts,

tween Herculeg and the Titan Atlas, where as
one of his labours Hercules must carry the world
for Atlas (who was bound to this task). In this

should view the words of William
The giant Albion was Pairiarch of
atic: he is the Atlas of the Greeks,
hose the Greeks call Titans. The
»f Arthur are the acts of Albion,

to a Prince of the fifth century." So
ull circle, and each personality is
»d by the Raven.

.om the exhumation of the oracviar
rthur is close to the Raven by another
the most important figure in the life
ir: Merlin. That shadowy figure is
er, teacher, adviser and undertaker
ir. His name in the Welsh stories is
1 ab Morvran, Merddyn son of the
(Morvran is literally a sea-crow, a
ant or shag, but could be 2 confusion
. more widely-known raven, which is
sliff-dweller.)

cthur is associated so strongly with

en suggests two possibilities. Firstly

, memory of a Celtic hero/god was

hat wishfully confused with a Dark Age

. and folk-hero (certainly the Gaelic

»yr a god or deity, arth, has led to the
of legend and myth). Secondly the

ge hero may have assumed a position:

. have been a Son of the Raven. As

gon was a military rank, so it may

cen a spiritual rank of an initiate in a
~death cult.

are particular grounds for enlertaining
.cond possibility. While the Roman leg-
ere still in Britain, the cult of Mithra-
came immensely strong within the mil-
it probably had attractions for any Bri-
\aintaining Druidical thought, for one

reported ritual of the Druids i.nvolvefl the
glaying of white pulls; while Mithras' heroic
deed was to slay 2 white bull, And the first
degree of Mithraic initiation was - the order
of the Raven.

Given that Arthur and other members of a
Dark Age military élite were of Romano-
British descent, the Mithraic concept of a
military superior as spiritual leader .\N0}xld
not be foregn to them. The early Christian
element in the Arthurian stories is no incon-
gruous with any Mithraic cult as at that time
there would be little difficl_xlty in accepting
Christ as the solar hero, the life-in-death of
the Crucifixion, and the attendant divine in-
gpiration from a cup, cauldron or grail.

But as for round tables and chivalry, thus
spake the Raven: Nevermore!
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1's light, in
......... cprasaac vy varvwasa woapnd, Tenowned
even in ancient Greece. Apollo's journey, un-
dertaken in Autumn, was by means of a celest-
ia] chariot drawn by flying dragons, A pretty
tale full of intriguing allusions, but of little
immediate relevance to our own Bear of Brit-
ain. Or is it?

Let us turn our attention to Apollo's twin sister
Artemis. Unlike most sister-goddcsses, Arte-
mis is not just her brother in drag, a simple
echo, but rather a complementary figure
rounding out the cosmic concept of Apollo from
a purely female standpoint. Like her brother,
Artemis bears the epithet "Phoebus’, celestial
light, but of the moon not the sun, She was also
revered by the women of liyperborea. Artemis
did not journey to them, however, but received
Hyperborean pilgrims at her birthplace shrine
at Delos, Following Prof G Hawkin f demon-
stration of the intimate solar/lunar interrela-
tion at Stonehenge it may be suggested that the
Ilyperborcans worshipped Artemis as well as.
Apollo in their circular temple,

At this point we start to collect polyphones,
groups of sound patierns. The first and most
obvious is ART and others that crop up with un-
usual frequency are ARC (Greek root for bear)
and BER or BRE (Germanic root for bear), The
relevance of these polyphones is open to dispute
but the interconnections are, at least, interest-
ing, The reader must make of them what he
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One of the retinue of Artemis was the nymph
Ca'~to. A virgin, as were all Artemis' com
an 3; strict chastity being a sine qua non of
memhership, Zeus managed to seduce Callist
by a rather underhand strategem and, althoug
arguably the injured party, she was savagely
punished by Artemis who changed the unfortw
ate pregnant nymph into a she-bear (aha!) anc
loosed her hunting dogs on her. In the nick of
time, Zeus intervened, snatched Callisto fro
the dogs and set her in the sky as a brilliant
constellation which still bears the name of ths
Great Bear. The other name for the constells
tion is, of course, the Plough (Ploughman in
Welsh Is arddwr, plough is arddwyr). The doy
are also set in the sky next to Ursa Major un
the name of Canes Venatici and are fated to
chase Callisto around the pole until doomsday
Callisto's infant son did not perish, He was
named Arcas and achieved such fame that he
left his name to Arcadia which became the
chief centre of devotion to Artemis.

Artemis was primarily portrayed as a bow-
wielding huntress of severe chastity. No al-
lowance was made for any lapse no matter ho
accidental or innocently intended. In Crete sh
was known as the Sweet Virgin or Britomartis
Although as a huntress she was a bringer of
death, she was usually merciful, provided he
gexual sensitivities had not been offended, an
killed animals and humans alike with her mer
ciful arrows and was greatly revered for so
doing: a quick, clean, painless death being a
rare and much sought-after blessing in the
ancient world, She was, however, worshippec
as the astonishing multi-breasted goddess of
fecundity at Ephesus which completes the fun-
damental triad of the female principle: virgin
mother and death-hag known variously as the
Fates, Norns or Weird (Wyrd) Sisters,
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or not as a result of the episode with
the attribute of Artemis was a she-
a striking parallel, a Celtic she-bear

was worshipped in what is now Swit-

under the name of Artio. Her chief

orship 1¢ now known as Berne ang

e still kept in the town's bear-pit as

scots, The bear appears on the city

1 flag and may be seen on the number
my Swiss car (CH plate on back) with

;istration (five I-Spy points). The Bear
res prominently in the heraldry of

1d Madrid where it is shown on hind
ving the trunk of a tree. This repre-

1 is, of course, also the badge of our
Is of Warwick and innumerable Bear
red Staff taverns,

In northern Europe the bear has long been as-
sociated with the concepts of resurrection and
rebirth being the only large animal to appar-
ently ''die' through the winter and become '"'re~
born" in the spring. Strangely enough, recent
research shows that the bear does not hiber-
nate as such. Its body temperature and meta-
bolism do not drop to anything like hibernation
level, When external conditions become unten-
able the bear simply goes to sleep until the en~
vironment 1is right for its re-emergence. Which
is more or less what we have been saying
about the Bear of Britain all along,
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