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•PLAIN truth will influence 
ha1f' a ecore of' men at moet in a 
nation, or an age, while myetez-r 
will lead mi.llion• by the noee. 

LED .BT THE NOSE? 

Notvithetandinir, thi• caveat by 
Viecount Boli.ngbroke in 1721, thie 
ieeue ha• the umbrella title of' 
Nyeterie• and we exami.ne various 
area• of' intereet which relate, 
loosely, to the Matter of' Bri.tain. 
I'm atrai.d materi.al has agai.n had 
to be held over; please don't be 
offended. Apologies too to thosa 
who expected a. more specifically 
•Earth Mysteries• slant, but con­
tributions didn't quite turn out 
that way. Hope the materia1 is 
earthy enough for most of you. 

LEC'IVRES 

• Paul Nevman, author of The Hi.11 of 
the Dragon, ta1ked to the Soci.ety 
about Dragons (March 1.5); Bob Gil­
bert di.scussed Alchemy (Feb 16) 
and gave a sli.de-lecture on 1:he 
hietory of the Order of' the Golden 
Dawn (Apri.l 26). If' you would like 
to be kept i.nformed of t'Uture lec­
tures in the Bri,stol area drop a 
11.ne to the Secretary as i.t i.s i.m­
practi.cal to give noti.ce of' these 
in the magazi.ne. Ve are hopi.ng for 
regular lectures i.n t'Uture but at 
present they are very much ad hoc. 
(Thanks to Sue Gorringe f'or taking 
OD the task. ) 

POJ:N.TS 

Bristol Astronomical Soci.ety are 
making a survey of Stanton Drew 
stone circles in Avon.Thi.swill 
take about a year and wi.11 be pub-
11.shed in thei.r Journal ... Alison 
Ski.oner of' Bath is preparing book-
11.ste of' Pendragon areas of' inter­
est (Arthur, the Grail, Celts, 
Saxons, Vi.kings). Ve hope to make 
these avai.lable soon; details next 
issue •.. Geoftrey Afhe'• Tbe Glas­
tonbury Tor Naze (At the Foot of' 
the Tree, 7 Hi.go St~ G'bury 1979, 
and trom Gothic Image_ 75P) follows 
up the theories of' Geof'f'rey Russ-
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.. pendragon society 
ell vi.th his own research i.n 

this 18-page booklet ... A local 
history group at Sperry Gyroscope 
i.n Bristol are researching the 
Kni.ghts Templar and would like to 
hear of' relevant books, sites etc. 
Wri.te to Juli.an Lea-Jones, Sperry 
House, Temple Back, Bristol BS1 
61:Z .• . 

PROJECTS 

We are still havi.ng organ.i.sati.on­
al problems with our dig at Llan­
elen in the Gower, but we'll not­
ify those whd•ve shown interest 
as soon as something 1- worked 
out. 

'J.'hose who f'i.nd the Hollow Hill 
i.mplications of' Colin Bristow• s 
197) Cadbury survey exciti.ng will 
realise we would 11.ke to follow 
up some of' his recpmmendations . 
If' you have any expertise in this 
f'ield, or know ot suitable and 
avaiiable equi.pment, please con­
tact us with a view to organi.sing 
a working party. 

NEXT THEME 

Tbe next number will highlight 
The Matter of Cornwall so please 
send us your contribution as soon 
as possi.ble. 

© Pendragon Society and indi vi.d­
ual authors 1980. Edi.tor Chris 
Lovegrove Productioii""iate Pollard 
& Roger Davie Webster. Subeript­
ion ~2.,50 pa f'rom . 27 Roel)'D Road, 
Redland, Bri.stol BS6 6NJ. ~ 
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CAVITIES AT CADBURY ~ C.M.BRISTOW 
A preliminary report on the feasibility of using resistivity 
geophysics to locate air-filled cavities under Cadbury Castle lSom) 

INTRODUCTION 

At the request of the Committee of the Pendragon Society a survey has 
been carried out to determine the feasibility of using a resistivity 
geophysical method to locate any air-filled cavities that may exist 
under certain parts of Cadbury Castle. It has been suggested that cer­
tain legends indicate the Dark Age inhabitants of tqe camp had re­
course to an underground cavity or cavities, possib!y something simil­
ar to the Cornish fogous or the Pictish souterrains. Whilst the writer 
does not wish to enter into an archaeological discussion on the like­
lihood of finding the cavities; it is necessary to start by describing 
the geology, which has a bearing on the nature of any possible cavi­
ties that may exist and conditions the type of geophysical survey that 
cou1d be used. 

These preliminary resistivity tests indicate that the single- probe 
technique should detect any sizeable air-filled cavities that may ex­
ist . 7he po~sibility of u~ing otner geophysical techniques, notably 
gravity, will also be briefly discussed in this report. 

THE GEOLOGY OF THE AREA 

There is a lack of published information directly concerned with the 
hill on which Castle is situated, but the 1" IGS sheet No 296 (Glast­
onLuz-r) covers l;li.., s:!. te a.id a pa.: :>r by G A Jt ;.::.la« ay ar.'1 Vernon WilsorL 
(1941) describes the stratigraphy of the Jurassic rocks in the area. 
'£here may be further unpublished information available and the writer 
is investigating this possibility. 

From the available information it is clear that the hill is capped by 
Upper Inferior Oolite limestones, which are separated by the non-se­
quence from the underlying Upper Lias Yeovil Sands. The topmost 20cm 
of t ': 9 Yeovil 'Jands are seen wi -.,1':\in the perimeter of the camp about 
jOm south-east of tl.e trig po ~nt, where they "1re soft f'in~, calcareous 
yellowish-grey sands. It is likely that the sands are at least )Om 
thick. The ov~rlying Inferior Oolite is a rather variable set of lime­
stones; the basal bed is exposed above the sands at the outcrop men­
tioned above and is a competent fine grained fairly massLve limestone 
with a sharp base. The beds above appear to be thinner bedded and not 
so massive. This limestone has been extensively u .eod at , 7 ~ T ie>WI' time~ 
for constructing the def'ences of the camp. 

The structure of' the hill is indicated on the 1" geological map and is 
relatively simple. The northern two-thirds of the camp is underlain by 
Inferior Oolite dipping gently northwards. An east-west fault runs 
along at the foot of the east-west scarp through the camp. The south­
ern third of the camp is therefore topographically lower than the 
northern part and is probably underlain by a greater thickness of In­
ferior Oolite. Along the foot of the scarp south-east of the trig 
point the top of' the Yeovil Sands are visible. The outcrop of the 
sands will therefore be restricted to a small area between the foot of 
the scarp and the fault. The map and the secti~n through the camp at a 
point JOm east of the trig point illustrate thls point. 

Natural solutional cavities in the Inferior Oolite are known in the 
Cotswolds, but are not common, due to the lack of' competence in the 
beds of the Inferior Oolite causing collapse. A natural ca,vity exceed­
ing a few metres in diameter would be highly unlikely in the Interior 
Oolite. Natural cavities in the sands are not known, as far as the 
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writer is aware, and are probably highly unlikely . Near the top of 
hills, particularly at scarp edges, tension cracks sometimes develop, 
producing narrow vertical air-filled cavities. 
Geophysically the Yeovil Sands and Inferior Oolite are probably quite 
similar in their. characteristics for the various techniques under con­
sideration. It is probable , however, that the Sands are slightly lower 
in resistance lelectrical) due to the marly seams that sometimes occur 
in them. A marked drop in resistance will occur at the water table, 
which is probably at a level corresponding to Queen Anne's Wishing 
Well and King Arthur's Well. 
There is one item concerning the sands which may have escaped the 
archaeologists• notice. In the trial trench in the south-western corn­
er of the camp a layer of sand about 0.5m thick is seen in the sequence 
at a level which may belong to the Dark Ages refortification . This 
sand looks indistinguishable from the Yeovil Sands exposed near the 
trig point . Due to the very restricted outcrop of the sand, it is evi­
dent that this sand must have been excavated from the foot of the 
s carp and then transported 150m to the rampart. The sand is soft 
en ough to be diggable by spade, unlike the limestone which would re­
quire a gre~t deal more work to excavate. A possible interpretation is 
that the sand came from tunnels excavated in the sand under the basal 
competent bed of Xnferior Oolite. 

THE GEOPHYSICAL WORK 
The writer has published a paper on the detection of air-filled cavi­
t i es using a graphical single probe resistivity technique (Bristow 
1966). From experience gained in developing this technique and since 
tbe paper was written, i.:t is probable that this technique wou1d be 
suitable for the Cadbury problem. 
A series 01· tests were made in the area just east of the trig point on 
September 2 197) to see wha~ sort of results would be obtainable. Tbe 
purpose of these tests was to provide data for a later more systematic 
survey. 
Stations were laid out on a 50' grid in the area just east 01· the trig 
poi nt lsee plan). Two single probe configurations were used; in the 
first the two potential electrodes were 20 1 (6m) apart and were moved 
away from the current electrode in 10' (Jm) increments. In the second 
the two potential electrodes were 2m apart and were moved in 1m incre­
ments. The 6m separation should give a broad picture of the variations 
in resistance in the growid and can provide information for greater 
depths than the 2m increment configuration, which is more suitable for 
the location of small shallow features . * 

Taking the 6m results first, it can be seen that C20East, C20North and 
C22South (the east, north and south indicate the direction in which 
the test was carried out) all show broadly similar results. The surf­
ace resistance is 12-16 resistivity units and this increases to values 
of 1J.5-17 in the underlying Inferior Oolite limestone . The base of 
the Inferior Oolite is shown in all three tests at 4o• (12m), and 
thereafter the resistivity drops in the sands, suggesting they become 
marlier downwards. Sharp drops in resistance at 70-80' indicate the 
water table. This could be confirmed by determining the difference in 
altitude between the wells on the side of the hill and the area ot· the 
resistivity tests . C22S is about 10' lower in a·ltitude than C20, so 
that this ties in with a water table which appears to be about 10' 
shallower in C22S . A high resistance peak at the base of the Inferior 
Oolite in C22S and C20N might suggest a possible air- filled cavity , 
but this is not thought to be very likely due to the weakness of the 
peak . These results suggest that the geophysical technique is provid­
ing predictable reliable information. 
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However, C20W is very different. There are two sharp high resistance 
peaks at 4o• and 90', much stronger than anything seen on the other 
three 6m tests. To interpret these we must look at the data from the 
2m tests. 

First 01· all, the 2m tests for C20E, C20N, C20W and C22S show rela­
tively featureless graphs suggesting a lack of any marked resistivity 
contrasts. The fact that the base of the Inferior Oolite at 12m is 
not clearly defined suggests that results from e1ectrode separations 
of more than 10m are meaningless. 

However, A20E, 20'N of A20E and 20 1 N of B20W all show high resistance 
features in the same area as the 6m spacing C20W (shown· plotted on 
the station plan). From this it can be seen that the anomalies ob­
tained from tests in opposing directions and using 6m and 2m spacings 
are consistent in indicating small shallow high re,istance features. 
In the case of the superimposed anomalies 3m east of A20, it is poss­
ible that these could be caused by the bank, particularly if it were 
composed of stones. However, the anomalies and the bank were not coin­
cidental in the field and it is thought not to be directly connected. 
It is possible to connect the anomalies to make a linear feature run­
ning in from the trig point . In the writer's opinion this linear high 
resistance feature is best interpreted as a shallow air-filled cavity . 
This cavity would appear to be within the Inferior Oolite and not in 
the underlying Yeovil Sand_s . Whether it is of solutional origin, a 
hill top tensional crack or a man-made feature is impossible to deter­
mine from the geophy:sical work. However, it is consistent with the 
suggested location for the entrance to the gallery which has been pro­
posed by the archaeologists of the Pendragon Society . It is possible 
that a cavity was excavated at a deeper level and has then migrated 
upwards by progressive roof collapse. 

Further work in this area is clearly justified. This should take the 
form of east-west tests in cq,posing directions covering the area im­
mediately to the north and east of the trig point ( shaded on the plan). 
The electrode spacing used should be 4m, which would be a useful com­
promise between the 2m and 6m tests used in the preliminary survey. 

Other geophysical techniques which may be used in this context are not 
l .ikely to be more effective on their own than resistivity, although 
they would provide useful confirmation. Gravity is an obvious candid­
ate, using closely spaced stations (5m max.), with precise elevation 
control(! 1cm). This technique is described in Neumann (1965). The 
special techniques used by L Alcock and M J Aitken to plan the arch­
aeological excavations at Cadbury would appear to be mainly applicable 
to near surface i·eatures in the top few metres, which are, of course, 
generally of most interest to the archaeologist. 

©.CM Bristow, October 1973 
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*Space precludes publishing the test results in full; copies may be 
obtained from the Society. 
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"Who bui1ds stronger than a mason, 
a shipwright, or a carpenter?" 
asked the gravemaker in~-
The answer, "a gravemaker; the 
house he makes 1asta til1 dooms­
day", ia not a1ways accepted aa 
1itera1 truth. There have, it 
seems, a1waya been those who be-
1ieved their future king to be, 
not dead, but an1y a1eeping. Or 
merely 1ost ... 

THE FIRST EMPEROR 

Since 1974 an astonishing pit over 
) acres in area has been in the 
process ot excavation at Hsiyang 
in the va1ley ot the Ye11ow River 
in China. It contains an army ot 
an six thousand men and some 400 
horses pu11:l.ng 100 chariots. What 
ia unusua1 :Ls that :Lt :La a 1egion 
ot 1:l.te-a:l.ze terracotta t:Lgures, 
a11 individua1s, al1 1ite-s:l.ze, 
a11 orig:l.nal.1y painted and with 
their own uncorroded bronze weap­
ons. This army :Ls about a m:l.1e to 
the east ot the site or the to■b 
ot the "First Emperor ot China", 
Ch'in Shih Huang Ti, bui1der ot 
the Great Wa11 and reapona:l.b1e 
Cor the :Lntamoua Burning ot the 
Books. ( See Fortean '1':l.mes No 29, 
pp17-19, tor Steve Moore's ex­
ce11ent art:l.c1e with sources.) 

When Shih died in 210 BC he was 
buried, it was said, in a wooden 
boat t1oating on a quicksilver 
sea. With him are his boots (to 
ascend to heaven), his whip (to 
drive the mountains) and his rod 
(to deteat his enemies); and he 
resides within a mode1 ot the uni­
verse, under a mound, the Mound ot 
Li. Like a three-step pyramid, 
this mound :La )00 x )00 yda and 
SO yda high. With the body ot the 
Emperor are a1ao aea1ed :l.n the 
bodies ot the (rea1) pall-bearers 
to stand vigi1 over hi■ . 

la he asleep 1:Uce Arthur? It is to 
be doubted. Like Bl Cid (whose 
corpse, strapped to his horse, was 
sent out against the Spanish 
Moors) Shih'a death was kept sec­
ret. "When his peraona1 eunuch• 
and his chiet minister realised 
that his corpse was beginning to 

CHRIS 
LOVEGROVE 

decompose betore they bad reached 
the capita1, they arranged tor a 
cart ot stinking tiah to trave1 
immediate1y behind the :Lmperia1 
chariot" (trom a teature in the 
Sunday Times Co1our Supp1ement 
brought to our attention by Diane 
Binn:l.ngton, December 1979). 

THE DU](B•S SECRET IDENT:rTr , 
Someone vho, according to The 
Guardian (20.11.79), :La awatted as 
a Roya1 Messiah, :Ls pretty detin­
ite1y not dead. "A group ot vi11a­
gera :l.n the Nev Hebrides be1ieve 
that the Duke of Sdinburgh is 
their Messiah and that he wi11 
soon return to cure a1i sickness 
and make the o1d young" writes 
Richard Yal1op. 
200 v:l.11agera :l.n Io• Nanen on Tan­
na la1and believe that the Duke 
has 1ong kept his a1ter ego a sec­
ret fro■ the Queen. He :La rea11y a 
native spirited away from them at­
ter his birth, but wi11 return by 
boat (1ike Sb:l.h? 1:l.ke Arthur :l.n 
b:l.s 01astonbury dug-out?), step­
ping onto an appointed rock to 
bring paradise on earth. 

The cu1t, which deve1oped in the 
ear1y 60s, be1ieves the Duke v:l.11, 
as a true Me1aneaian, wear the 
trad:l.tiona1 nambaa or penis gourd. 
He has a1ready, as a great bunter, 
been sent a na1 nal, a 1ong wooden 
pig-sticking weapon. 

LE ROI PBRDU: THE.MYSTERY 
OF RENNES-LE-CHATEAU SOLVED? 

But there are other ways of 1ook­
ing at the future oC a king-who• 
once-was, not invo1ving mytbo1ogy 
but heredity, p1ua a priest who 
deCaced grave inscriptions to hide 
a secret ... 
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Henry Lincoln's Cilm The Shadow 
oC the Templars (shown recently 
in the BBC-TV series "Chronicle") 
had a complex story to tell, even 
by the standards ot· his previous 
Cilm The Priest, the Painter & the 
Devil (1974). Both these Cilms 
followed up an earlier Chronicle 
Cil• The Lost Treasure oC Jerusa­
lem? ( 1972). I For those who 
missed the Cilm, here is a resume 
oC that programme and its prede­
cessors. 

We tal<e up the story in AD 70 when 
the Romans sacked Jerusalem and 
stole the treasure oC King Solo­
mon's Temple . In 410 Rome was it­
self sacked by the Visigoths and 
some oC the treasure reputedly 
Cound its way to a Visigothic cap­
ital Aereda ~or Rhedae, meaning 
"travelling chariots" i.e. a noma­
dic encampment) .2 Rhedae, now 
known as Rennes-le-Chlteau, in the 
south of France, was itself the 
site of gold and silver mines. 

The barbarian successors oC the 
Yisigoths were the Merovingian 
Franks. Traditionally these kings 
had long hair in which, like Sam­
son, their strength resided, ~nd a 
distinguishing birth-mark, a rose ­
red cross. "The remarkable Cact is 
that, alone oC the barbarian dyn­
asties, their royal blood retained 
a sacrosanct quality 1ong aCter 
they had ceased to be varriors."3 

In 679 Dagobert II was assassinat­
ed and his infant son Sigebert ap­
parently carried to Rhedae. From 
this area the Merovingian line 
continued (Sigebert and his fath­
er's body being buried in the 
Church of Rennes)4 although the 
power in what is now France passed 
to the new Carolingian dynasty. 

The story resurfaces several cent­
uries later in the person oC God­
Crey de Bouillon, lineal descend­
ent oC Dagobert II. Godfrey led 
the First Crusade (1090-1100) and 
was present at the fall oC Jerusa­
lem in 1099.S A shadowy group ("a 
medieval ecclesiastical maCia" the 
Radio Times called it) met to elect 
a Christian King of Jerusalem, and 
they oCCered the crown to Godfrey. 
Vho was this group? Lincoln sug­
gests it is the Order oC Our Lady 
oC the Mount of Sion, which he tra-

ces to 1090. 

ENTER TIIS TSMPLARS 

In 1118 the Order oC the Poor 
Knights of Christ oC the Temple of 
Jerusalem- the Templars - was 
founded by two French knights, 
Hugh de Payens and Geot'frey de 
Saint-Omer, plus seven companions. 
Their badge was the rosy-red cross. 
It need not be emphasised that 
much mystery is attached to the 
reasons Cor the t·ounding - and de­
m:l.sel - of this Order (see XII,J). 
Lincoln believes that five oC the 
rounding knights were also of the 
Order oC Sion. The King oC Jerusa­
lem vacated part of his palace at 
Jerusalem for the Templars (part 
ot· which is now the Abbey of Notre 
Dame de Sion). The site oC the 
stables of King Solomaon was even 
c1eared by th~ Templars . St Bern­
ard of Clairvaux, their spiritual 
mentor, made cryptic references: 
"The work has been accomplished ... 
a secret, a watch, a hiding-place 
. .. " What did it all mean? 

Another link seems to be with Ber­
trand de BlancheCort, from 115J-70 
the fourth Temp1ar Grand Master. 
Blanchefort is situated on a high 
hill within viewing distance of 
that other high place, Rennes-le­
Ch~teau. And both were in view oC 
the Templar preceptory of Bezus, 
the only place in France (accord­
ing to Lincoln) that escaped King 
Philip the Fair's net on that 
fateful Friday the 1Jth in October 
1)07 when all the French Templars 
were arrested. 

To return to the Order oC Sion . .. 
Links between the Templars and 
this Order were broken in 1187 
when Jerusalem was lost by the 
Christians. At·ter this time we be­
gin to hear of a mysterious Prieur~ 
de Sion, details of which Lincoln 
uncovered in the Paris records oct·­

•ice. It too had Grand Masters , 
some of whose names appear to sug­
gest our legs are being pulled : 
Leonardo da Vinci, Robert Fludd , 
Charles Boyle, Isaac Newton, Valen­
tin Andreas, Victor Hugo, Claude 
Debussy, Jean Cocteau ... 

Many of these are known to us as 
distinguished scientists or artists 
but some were better known as al-
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chemists or for their "unorthodox" 
religious beliefs. Valentin Andre­
ae indeed was associated with the 
mysterious Order of the True Rose­
Cro s s which traditionally had only 
1J members. 

Lincoln drew our attention to the 
symbol that linked Merovingian 
Kings, Knights Templar and t h e 
Priory of Sion: the rosy cross. 
And also to the other link, gold , 
that bound the Temple of Solomon, 
Rhedae, the Kings, the Templars, 
and the alchemists. 

THE MYSTERY OF RENNES 

Final ly we come to the f igure t hat 
gave rise to Lincoln's investiga­
tion, the. priest Berenger Sauni­
ere. This young impoverished 
priest, at t he turn o f the centu­
ry, discovered under the altar of 
his church in Rennes-le-Chtteau 
four parchments of undisclosed 
da.te wi t h crypti c scripts. Cypher 
experts h elped him in Paris , a 
copy of a Louvre painting by Pous­
sin was bought, two bodies were 
exhumed from before the a l tar; and 
then the priest and t he parish 
were i mpoverish~d no m@re . 

Lincoln binds many apparently un­
related facts together l ike Ariad­
ne with her clue of thread in the 
labyrinth, o r the spider 's enmesh­
ing of her victims caught in her 
net. (1) One of Sauniere 's docu­
ments was deciphered as "ce tresor 
a dagobert II roi e t a sion est et 
il est la mort" (this treasure to 
King Dagobert II and to Sion be­
longs, and he is there, dead ) . (2) 
Another decipherment referred to 
the 17th c painter Poussin ' s Ber­
gers d'Arcadie, a painting wnich 
showed a tomb near Rennes bearing 
the legend ET IN ARCADIA EGO 
{meaning Death, la mort , was to be 
found· in Arcady). (J) Lincoln in­
terviewed a Monsieur Plontard, in­
troduced as descended from t h e 
line of Merovingian kings. M. Plon­
tard acknowledged that Poussin was 
an i niti~ , but firmly refused to 
comment on most of Lincoln's eso­
teric theories . 

Henry Lincoln tentatively conclud­
ed that the Priory of Sion (the 
P . S. of Sauniere's documents not 

that it was an organisation dedic­
ated to preserving the blood-line 
of the Merovingian kings. He be­
lieved that the priest's new-found 
wealth came not from the lost 
treasure of the Temple, the riches 
of the Merovingians, a Templar 
horde, nor even alchemists• gold , 
but from the Priory of Sion . And 
in support of this he points to 
another symbol , the pentangle. 

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN 

Pentangular geometry is found to 
be the basis,tmost unusual ly, of 
Poussin's Shepherds of Arcady; of 
some aspects of -the Rennes altar 
parchments; of, amazingly, the 
key sites of Bezus, Rennes and 
Blanchefort ; and of an eight-year­
cy cle of alignments or conjunc­
tions between the Earth, the Sun, 
and Venus. 

The landscape geometry and astro­
nomical link provide confirmation 
of the alchemical dictum "as 
above, so below" (as well as in 
the Lord's Prayer); to emphasise 
this Lincoln points to the retreat 
Sauniere built for himself at 
Rennes-le-Chiteau, La Tour Magdala, 
which shows the traditional cor­
respondence, Lincoln says , between 
Mary Magdalene and Venus. 

Much of this theory hangs on the 
existence of the Priory of Sion. 
The last published Grand Master 
was Jean Cocteau . In London , in 
the French church of Notre Dame 
France, we c an still see the 
murals he painted there. At the 
foot of the cross , bes.ids the 
weeping Mary, gro ws a ro.se . .. 

EPILOGUE 

de 

Soon after the TV film a public 
lecture was held a t the National 
Liberal Club (9 .12. 79) . Diane 
Binnington was at the lecture and 
comments : 
"Henry Lincoln has cleverly chosen 
an area of investigation that 
holds enough knots and blind all­
eys to keep the esoteric sleuth 
hooked for as long as the alchemy 
of detection works within him. 
Whilst this , in itself, can lead 
to a particular state of compre-
hension, the quest for material 
treasure is ultimately barren. The 
work of Henry Lincoln and his out­of course referring to the Pendra­

gon Society!) still existed, and g riders is of s·ome interest to the 

• 
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serious student, but it is, never- - the Roads to ~pain lJonnson 
theless, a growth industry. Their 1964) 
charges are very real, and their J Wallace-Hadrill rhe Barbarian 
package. a guaranteed labyrinth." West 400-1000 (Hutchinson. p81) 
References 4 Lincoln "The Lost Treasure of 
1 Reviewed in Pendragon VI• 1 Jerusalem •• ? " in Chronicle l BBC 

(March 
19721 

Publications 1979) 

2 
G 5 Wilson The Turin ~hroud \Penguin 

eorges Pillement Unknown France 1979, pJ64) 
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1J tower is Just a tower; but in this 

Ge • t · · n case with the added incentive of 
l,,,!~e!} '•~••· 1'1101'173 · \ / the Venusian connection ( Venus be-
1/e/;;s 69- 15 .. m, ~ .:• .• •·· ing the goddess of love, and not 

••·•· ...• •·· usually the Platonic variety), the 
At a recent Pendragon meeting we pentacle, and the dubious repute 
were discussing the BBC's Chron- of Mary Magdalene,3 the inference 
icle programme The Shadow of the drawn is that Sauniere was practi-
Templars. According to information sing some form of sexual Magic. 
received (as I didn't actually see Did Sauniere know of the five-fold 
the programme) Sauni~re's Magda- symmetry of Venus? We do know that 
lene Tower was part of a specific the periods of the planet were 
geographic pattern the points of well known to the early astronomer 
which traced a five-pointed figure -priests of Babylon;4 a tower set 
from which could be constructed a in the Pyrenees is a magnificent 
pentacle. It was also suggested, location for astronomical pursuits 
apparently, that this might have so it's not beyond the bounds of 
some astronomical significance . At possibility that Sauniere was well 
the same meeting we were also per- versed in things Cosmic. 
using Keith Critchlow•s latsst op­
us, Time Stands Still) In this 
there is a section on cosmology, 
dealing more specifically with the 
apparent movement of the planets, 
the patterns they seem to trace in 
the sky, and their possible effect 
on human behaviour. 2 We noticed 
that the pattern caused by the 
planet Venus, consisting of a ser­
ies of loops made by the retro­
grade motions of the planet when 
viewed from the Earth, produced a 
five-sided figure (fig 1) . . 

No satisfactory explanation has 
been forthcoming for the riches 
that Sauni~re apparently accumula­
ted. What possibilities do we 
have? Perhaps he inherited it; won 
it on a horse; t·ound a cache · of 
buried Cathar treasure ... or Mag­
icked it!S For the sake of a story 
let's go for the latter: it·s pro­
bably more fun anyway . 

"Even in Arcady am l": thus the 
painting by Poussin. The final 
mysteries of death and rebirth 



have been the central t'eature of' 
all major religions (so f'ar as I 
know) f'rom time immemorial. Even 
conservative opinions agree that 
some f'orm of' fertility rites might 
have been practised in Megalithic 
Europe.6 From an "occult" point of 
view the basic human drives of' 
birth, death, libido are recog­
nised as powerful elements and are 
frequently utilized in Magical 
ritual .7 In the Tantric tradition 
of N.IndiaB the use of sex in rit­
ual reaches its zenith (and nadir) 
and we find exactly the same theme 
in Chinese Alchemy and Yoga.9 The 
dream of the medieval alchem.ists 
was the transmutation of 0 1ead" 
into "gold", and the text of Abra­
Melin gives explicit instructions 
on obtaining the vision ot· "the 
Holy Guardian Angel" (the Opera­
tion) the successful completion of 
which gives the Mage "supernatur­
al" powers.10 Similar powers are 
described in the classical texts 
of Indian Yoga,11·2 and doubtless 
other 11 occult 11 traditions as well. 
Perhaps this might also have some 
bearing on the Grail legends ... 

Tantric Yoga is notorious as "the 
Yoga of Sex", perhaps unfairly. 
The Tantric believes that sex can­
not be avoided by panic or sup­
pression; 0 the Tantric Asana unite 
the spirit and matter and enable a 
person to attain full Self-realiz­
ation - this effect is a transfor­
mation of consciousness. Tantric 
Yoga accepts this world as Purusha 
(Man) and Prakriti (Woman) and 
makes Self-realization possible; 
they pursue their union by deepen­
ing and making two into One. From 
the Tantric viewpoint the perfect 
human is the melting together of 
man and woman in the Self so that 
the individual consciousnesses 
merge into a shared consciousness. 
This state is called Ananda, Eter­
nal bliss, the highest joy . ,,13 
Also: "Seek first the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and all these things will 
be added unto you.•H 

Did SauniJre get rich by standing 
on his head?15 Was a Jesuit priest 
practising Tantric Yoga in the 
late 19th century in France? Was 
this man an Astronomer-priest 
practising ''primitive'' 1nagical 
rites? We shall probably never 

know. Perhaps he did f'ind his 
Kingdom of' Heaven in his bizarre 
tower in the hills with his 
housekeeper. Or maybe he did win 
it on a horse. 

Notes & References 
1. Critcnlow, K Time Stands Still 

(Gordon Fraser, London 1979) 
2. To understand these patterns 

and perhaps a little of' Celesti­
al Mechanics the following might 
be useful: 
Evans, D S Jeach Yourself' Astro­
nomy (English Universities Press 
1970/; Tricker,R AR The Paths 
ot· the Planets (Mills & Boon, 
London 1967); Mayo,J The Astro­
loger's Astronomical Handbook 
(L Fowler, Romford 1976). Most 
public libraries should have the 
first two or something similar. 

J. Chambers Twentieth Century Dic­
tionary {Edinburgh 1978). 

4. Lancaster-Brown,P Megaliths & 
Masterminds (Robert Hale, London 
1979). 

5, Bonewits,P Real Magic (Open 
Gate Books/Macmillan, London 
1972). 

6. Lancaster-Brown, op.cit. 
7- Conway,D Magic, an Occult Prim­
~ (Jonathan Cape, London 1972/. 

8. Bharati,A The Tantric Tradition 
(Rider, London 1975), 

9, Chang,J The Tao of' Love & Sex 
(Wildwood House, London 1977), 

10. MacGregor-Mathers,S L The Sac­
red Magic of Abra-Melin the Mage 
(Thorsons 1977), 

11 , Prabhavanda & Isherwood How to 
know God: the Yo a A horis~ 
Patanjali New English Library, 
London 1969). • 

12. Sinh, Pancham Hatha Yoga Prad­
ipika (Lalit Mohan Basu, The Pa­
nini Office, Allahabad 1932/. 

lJ. Saraswa_ti,Swami J Yoga, Tantra 
& Meditation in Everyday Life 
(Rider 1978). 

14. Christ,J (quoted in Matt 6,JJ) 
15. This is not to inf'er that said 

Kingdom is to be found exclusive­
ly by people who stand on their 
heads. For some, unused to phys­
ical ''exercise'' such exertions 
could prove positively danger­
ous. The purpose of the yoga as­
anas seems to be to gently 
strengthen the body (the Temple 
in which the Work is done/, as a 
preparation for later stages. 
Different cultures have evolved 
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different methods of "sp1r1tual" 
development, and one chooses the 
most appropriate. All seem agreed 
on the need for an experienced 
guide, for at least part of the 
Way. I don't consider myself as 
such a person, just a traveller 
like everyone else, but such peo­
ple have a habit of turning up, 
exactly when needed, if we can but 
recognise them. 

From MICHAEL BAIGENT, London NW1: 

"Apropos the query on page 6 of' 
your magazine (Vol XII NoJ) refer ­
ring to the Assyrian wrist amulets. 
This form of star shaped amulet, 
either worn on the wrist or as a 
pendant, was common in ancient Me­
sopotamia, being an amblem of one 
of their gods. See for example the 
stele of Ashurnasirpal II, King of 
Assyria, in the British Museum. 

The •8 pointed star, which was of­
ten inscribed on a disc, or which 
was represented as a rosette, was 
from very early times the symbol 
of the goddess Ishtar (see illus­
tration). Hence, whether intended 
or not, its relevance to the Tem­
plars whose goddess Mary had so 
many attributes of Ishtar. It is 
not surprising that this motif has 
turned up in the window of the 
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remple Church London, even though 
at a date much elater than the era 
of the crusades. However, I have 
seen this motif occurring in Tem­
plar buildings dating from the 
early 13th century so there would 
seem to be n o doubt that the Tem­
plars used it for one reason or 
another ... 
On the other hand the 6 and 4 poin­
ted star emblems are regarded as 
solar symbols. A stele of &L from 
Ras Shamra carries one of 6 points. 
This may be an interesting foresha­
dowing of' the 6 pointed "Star of 
David" which was later, in the 14th 
century in Prague, adopted as the 
Jewish symbol. Certainly, though, 
it was used, along with the 5 poin­
ted star f'rom at least the 7th cen­
tury BC in what is presumed to be 
magical-religious rituals within 
the Jewish Cult. 
Given the above information it 
would seem unlikely that the ros­
ette was a badge of' rank, apart 
from perhaps designating the wearer 
as a follower or priest-king of the 
particular deith. To my knowledge, 
the star patterns f'ound are only of 
the 8, 6 or 4 pointed variety. 

I did not see your previous issue, 
so perhaps I am repeating something 
you have already printed - - that 
the Assyrian kings in the British 
Museum steles found at Nimrud have, 
round their necks on a thong or 
chain, a cross pattee . A particu­
larly good example is that of' Sham­
shi-Adad V . The symbol of the cross 
pattee is considered to be sacred 
to Ashur, chief god of the Assyri­
ans. Ashur was essentially similar 
to tlhe Babylonian Marduk and the 
earlier Swnerian Snlil, creator of 
the world. The king was considered 
as the god•s earthly representative 
which may well account for his 
wearing of the emblem. The cross of 
Ashur is often found combined with 
the rays of Shamash, so that one 
presumes Ashur also took upon him­
self the qualities of Sun God and 
Law giver. lt may be interes~ing to 
speculate whether the god YHVH of 
the Hebrews, who was both creator 
and law giver, owes anything to 
Ashur/Shamash. 
I refer readers to the excellent 
study of ancient emblems in Western 
Asiatic Jewellery by KR Maxwell­
Hyslop {1971), especially pages 
140-144.• 



an view of 

~ 
The ~ppe~l of the Stone as a sym­
bol of some forgotten myRtical 
process is universal. It appears 
in one way or another in this 
light in all of humanity's many 
cultures . The sight of a single 
standing stone, erected thousands 
of years ago by Wlknown hands on 
some bare and rugged hillside , is 
almost bound to arouse in the ob­
server some sort of response . ~t 
may be fear or fascination, he may 
be repelled or attracted by its 
presence. Whatever happens he is 
unlikely to remain unmoved by the 
sight 01· the stone . Why? Why 
should we be deeply affected by 
the apparently pathetic attempt of 
our ancestors to modify their en­
vironment, to place upon an inhos­
pitable environment a mark of 
their existence, or perhaps a sym­
bol of their mastery over nature? 

Man has always been faseinated by 
the business ot· structures. 'I'he 
smallest untutored child, when 
confronted with a pile of stones 
one sandy beach at the seaside, 
will almost immediately start to 
build structures . It is a compul­
sion . A need, perhaps, to assert 
our authority over inanimate ob­
jects, to create order out of cha­
os Or is it the manifestation of 
an inn~te ~wareness oC the fact 
that we must i5olate ourselves 
from our environment in order to 
live? For this is indeed what we 
do . We build houses, roads, sky­
scrapers, tower blocks, all oC 
which isolate us and cosset us, 
well removed from an environment 
which, if we were to go out into 
it naked , could very well destroy 
us. 

However, a standing stone is hard­
ly~ fit shelter for a human be­
ing . Megalithic man was perfectly 
capable of building far more elab­
or~te structures out of wood for 
the nurpo~es ot· qhelter. Why then 
should he expend a great deal of 
energy \Jn P.rectin.g huge slabs of' 
~tone Ln uu~landish places· There 
arP m~ny theor1e~ ~e may b~· able 
t,, ~r• ·eot thAt men di~ thi~ s1mpl) 
~s a symbn t ,,t b1 !-.l me~tery •f in • 
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animate objects, or that it was a 
religious act, or even that the 
standing stones mark out a huge 
system of "leys" and terrestrial 
energies. There is no evidence to 
support any of this.• 

There is, however, in the more 
complex 11 henge" structures, evid­
ence to suggest that Megalithic 
man had e 8'T"'8P of Pythagorean 
geometry fer beyond his presumed 
capabilities. 1 A grasp of the 
subject which, incidentally, makes 
the ley theory's criteria of de­
duction seem, et best, patronis­
ingly insuft'icient. If Professor 
Thom's work were extrapolated to 
cover the whole of Britain we may 
find that the standing stones form 
part of a vast geometrical complex 
with, perhaps, e nexus at Stone­
henge or Callanish.** Even if this 
were done, and it would be a form­
idable undertaking, it would tell 
us nothing about the nature of the 
supposed "leys" or even ot· the 
stones themselves. 

HYPOTHESES 

I have already mentioned man's 
love of structure. It is also in 
the nature of man not to tolerate 
a vacuum. When confronted with one 
he will fill it with the first av­
ailable structure that fits. Thus 
it was when modern man was faced 
with the phenomenon of the Stand­
ing Stone. Something stood before 
him which evoked a deep-rooted 
archetypal response . It momentari­
ly upset his new-found pragmatism 
and made invalid his growing grasp 
of reason. Why should a large 
chunk of rock, set roughly in the 
earth, call forth feelings of fear 
or fascination? Man had to find an 
answer, and quickly The echoes of 
a past and barbarian society could 
not be allowed to stand in the way 
of Progress The phenomenon had to 
be explained, filed away and even­
tually forgotten, in order that 
man could proceed Thus we have 
the explanations. Firstly, that 
the re~oonse was rlue to residu~ ; 
super:-tition from renturies of re­
l igiou~ lndo, trination ~nd later . 
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concordant with the re-awakening 
of "spiritual" man, that the res­
ponse was due to coming face to 
face with the carriers or markers 
of the paths of terrestrial mag­
netism with which our ancestors 
may have been familiar. 

The s e are explanations or hypoth­
eses which we may accept or dis­
card as we choose. It is not nee 
essarily so. There is no evidence 
to back it up, or, at best, all 
the evidence that there is is 
based upon the hypotheses and not 
vice versa. So where might we 
find the truth, if indeed there 
is a truth to find? Surely it is 
within ourselves. The very fact 
that the phenomenon evokes a res­
ponse is grounds for investigat­
ing more closely the receptacle 
of that response: the human mind . 

Somewhere in the darkest recesses 
of tihe unconscious mind the Stone 
stirs an age-old race memory. 
Somewhere here the knowledge con­
cealed within the Stone remains 
intact, untouched for millenia. 

With all our modern science we 
can mepsure th~ Stone, deduce its 
composition, state from where it 
came, even make educated guesses 
as to how it was erected. We can 
drew lines between one stone and 
another and call them "leys". We 
can construct vast patterns in 
the earth; if we knew what 
"earthly magnetism" was supposed 
to be we could construct instru­
ments to measure it. But with all 
this, what do we know about the 
Stone? Do any of our elaborate 
theories really explain the depth 
and power of the race memory e­
voked? If the Stone is the marker 
of a great ley system, why, then, 
are we afraid to stand alone by 
it at the peak of the moonlit 
night? 

This article is full of questions, 
and they are questions for which 
I have no answers. We are in dan­
ger of becoming complacent in our 
attitude towards the search for 
ancient knowledge. A great deal, 
of inestimable worth, has been 
contributed by writers such as 

chartered knO'"-'leuge. 11lere t.~ a 
grave danger that we wil, be con­
tent to concern ourselves with 
the seaweed rather th~n the sea 
and end up, ~s so m~ny of our 
scientists do, finding out rnore 
and more about less and less until 
at last we know everything about 
nothing. 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Therefore let us welcome questions 
and be a little more wary of ans­
wers. Let us acknowledge, without 
necessarily attempting to explain, 
the power of the Stone and search 
within ourselves, in the dark pla­
ces of long-buried race memories, 
for the knowledge behind that pow­
er. It is not inconceivabl e that 
Alfred Watkins' vision of "ley" 
lines in .lierefordshire was just 
such a race memory bursting momen­
tarily to the surface of his con ­
sciousness. Hut let us liken that 
to the earliest discoveries of 
science. No doubt the di s coverers 
of the time allowed themselves 
some complacency and their con ­
tentment with the state of their 
art significantly slowed the pro­
gres s of science. We are in a pos­
ition today to see that they had 
a very long way to go; let us not, 
therefore, make the same mistakes 
ourselves . It is, surely, far bet­
ter to have questions which in­
trigue and stimulate than to be 
c ontent with answers which d o not 
wholly satisfY.r~ 

1. A Thom, Megalithic Sites in 
Britain (OUP 1967), Megalithic 
Lunar Observatories \OUP 1971} 

First published in Pendragon 
Vol VII No 4, March 1974. 
* But see recent issues, especi­
ally No 87, of The Ley Hunter 
and reports on its Dragon Pro­
ject. 
** A Thom, Megalithic Remains in 
Britain and Brittany \OUP 1978) 
§ J Michell The Old Stones of 
Land's End (1974) is republished 
at £J,95 by Pentacle Books, 6 
Perry Road, Bristol 1. CL 

Watkins, Thom and John Michell, XHfji~~~~-X~~~-:.-f.' ' 'Y', X 
but with all this we are still t..._-W.. W. W. W. '>V. W. ~ W.»._',:,D.t..._'W'--0 
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0019Hm~s~!c!!~ 
"Time hath endless rarities, and 

shows of all varieties; which 
reveals old things in heaven, 
makes new discoveries in earth, 
and even earth itself a discov­
ery . That great Antiquity 
America lay buried for a thous­
and years; and a large part of 
the ear th is still in the Urne 
unto us .. " 

T11ey say that t he Russian genetic­
ists hope to re - create the extinct 
mammoth from frozen cell-tissue: 
an endeavour surely after the 
heart of Dr Browne . And oh for a 
lock of Arthur's hair! A little 
juggling with the DNA molecules 
and the King himself would stand 
before us to solve all our prob­
lems . For was there ever such 
another quest? Nine centuries 
since Geoffroy of Monmouth , and 
another six to that obscure reign 
~herein Cam~lot gre~, and still 
the Dark Ages rem~in ob~cured . In 
some respects, ~o kno~ more about 
the Ice Age. 

Perhaps we should not restrict our 
quest to Dark Age Britain, but 
travel to an e a rlier time. Unless 
we are satis~ie d t hat t he h u ge , 
glowing myth o f' Arthur sprang like 
a bush-fire from the embers of a 
Roman colony, we are almost forced 
to go back to the earliest days 
when myths arose. Back, indeed, to 
the Ice Age, for is it not strange 
that so many tolk-tales about Ar­
thur say that he sleeps in a cave, 
preserved like a mammoth for pos­
terity? 

Not only Arthur, but; other heroes, 
too . Under t;he Bracken in the 
Hartz Mountains~ Barba rossa a n d 
his knights sl um ber in a cavern 
la cked 111 the i ce. Hi s bea rd h as 
long since grown through t he t a ble 
but there he s i ts until t he ravens 
cease to fly aro,und the peak. 
Sometimes , his ghost is seen, the 
Spectre of the Brocken perhaps. 
Far away at Uelphi , near the leg­
endary cave of' Gaea, the Earth­
goddess, the eagles flying over 
Parnassus are a token ~hat Zeus is 
yet the King . Why is it, we may 

ask, that the Halls of the Mount­
ain Kings are both under tne earth 
and above it? 

The cav e-explorer would say that, 
since most caves occur in lime­
stone, hollowed out by the acid 
rains, they are naturally to be 
found on hills, where the rain­
first strikes. To be sure, most of 
those cave-mouths in which our 
forebears lived overlook some riv­
er-valley, as if to taJce advantage 

~;i;!: !~e~}::d~: :; ::~!!a::;:: 
The higher tne cave, the better. 
So muc h for the legends of mount­
ain-caverns, he might declare. 

Geology says otherwise . The Ice 
Age began ca 1M years ago, and so 
far it hasconsisted of four major 
glaciations separated by long in­
terglacials, some of wnich were so 
long and so warm that it must have 
seemed, each time, that the cold 
had gone forever. The third Inter­
glacial lasted about 75,000 years, 
and Britain enjoyed a subtropical 
climate with hippos in the protQ ­
Thames Valley. Let us beware that 
the last glacial retreat took 
place only yesterday! 

Enter the anthropologist . At the 
start of the I c e Age, a million 
years ago, our ancestors lived a 
pleasant stone-age lit·e as hunters 
bas kin g in the late- Pliocene sun­
shine , with no more cares or ambi ­
tions than those modern living 
fossils, the Masai of the Kenya 
uplands . Yet at the end of the 
last glaciation, say 8000 BC , the 
first urban societies were emerg­
i n g, Humanity took its greatest 
s t ep t owards awareness during the 
Ice Ages (for there have really 
been four, not one) and the long 
epo ch o f repeated cl i mac tic up ­
heavals has implan ted l a sting im ­

age s in us , 

Not l east was the racial lesson 
taught t hat , when times became 
cold, one could always retreat to 
a cave . Nowadays, caves- are regar­
ded as damp and gloomy places, but 
they have the advantage of retain­
ing a constant temperature 
throughout the year (currently ab­
o u t 57°F in Britain) which is no 
small matter in a blizzard . Anoth­
er part of the lesson was probably 
noted by women, who have always 
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augmented the cooking-pot withed­
ible roots and grains, even in 
hunting societies, and this was 
that seeds germinate over-winter 
in temperate zones, but that in 
sub-arctic conditions something 
can usually be grown, even if only 
mus hrooms , in a cave. 

More than in temperate times, the 
earth was the womb of life, a warm 
cavity for survival; and a lime­
s t one h ollow c ontained the spirit 
of the Earth-goddess. Who first 
declared that tne seed of a man 
was little different from any oth­
er, and would grow again if the 
husk were buried in a cave? A man 
might die fighting dire-wolf or 
arctic bear , but only his mate 
c ould ask that his spirit should 
b e r eborn into her next child. The 
cave became a symbol of human sur­
vival, a seed-bed of the Future 
that persisted, long after the ice 
had vanished·, into the megalithic 
age of passage-graves and chamber­
tombs . 

The idea that a man ' s reincarna­
tion depends on a woman (well , of 
course it do~s!) persists in the 
tale of Arthur, whose fate ~s dom­
inated by Morgan and Guinevere. At 
the end, three queen bear him away 
to a symbolic cave of healing. To 
the Anglo-Normans, the myth of Ar­
thur was the essence of Britain, 
and a parable of an island often 
conquered yet ever drawing 
strength from the Past. Faced as 
they were with civil war at home 
and threats of vassalage from 
France , it may well be that they 
we r e imbued with an appeal to an­
c i ent heroes wh ich dates back to 
the Ice Age s. 

It•s pretty cl e ar that the Mat t er 
of Bri t ain, as the old writers re ­
ferr e d to the s tories of Arthur , 
meant more t han the subject of 
l:lritain, which would have been 
call e d some t hing like "Res Britan­
n i cum"~ in t he sens e that lawyers 
still use the phrase ''In re ... ". 
Tl:ne matter wa s t h e substance, the 
mea sure ~ the essence, as in Mater­
ia Medica, and so Arthur was the 
key to t h e meani 'lg of_ l:lri tain. 

Nine centuries of embroidery since 
~eoffrey's age , but little new ab­
out the histori cal Arthur. We nev ­
er find the authentic Dark Age 

squalor revealed by •nod e rn arch­
aeologists, or know how Camelot 
stank, and we are in danger of a 
new romanticism about a supposed 
mana lingering in ancient sites. 
Possibly some sucn earth-force 
does exist, but whether it can be 
measured by instruments or is ra ­
ther a trigger to our racial mem­
ory is debatable. In any case, 
which viewpoint is more important? 

Suppose we beg ~he question and 
calm our hectic brains with a fur ­
ther draught of Dr Thomas Browne's 
sovereign febrifuge. Urne-Buriall, 
of which the label says that it 
was written by a Uoctor of Physick 
and printed in 1658 at the Signe 
of the Gun in Ivy Lane, London: 

'Tis time to observe Occurrences, 
and let nothinF, remarkable escape 
us. 'Ti s opportune to look back 
on old times, and contemplate our 
Forefathers. 
When the bones of King Arthur 
were digged up, the old Race 
might think, they beheld therein 
some Originals of themselves; 
Unto these of our Urnes none here 
can pretend relation, and can 
only benold the Religues of those 
persons, who .. . now lye at their 
mercies. 
But remembering the early civil­
ity they brought upon these Coun­
treys, and forgetting long passed 
mischiefs; We mercifully preserve 
their bones, and pisse not upon 
their ashes, 

@ S L Birchby 1980. 

Walsingham Saxon urns from Sir 
Thomas Browne's Hydriotaphia of 
1658. 

0ram0~rasm0mrammmramm 
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StoneAgeMentali ty_ 
So many people, when talking of it is to be found in Hinduism and 
Ancient Wisdom, mean, by that, Buddhism and Taoism, and it is to 
quasi-mystical numerology, secret be found in the search for the 
languages and implications of a Holy Grail. It is a heritage vhich 
hidden hierarchy of grand masters assumes that anything vhich is 
vhose images vary according to self-evidently valuable need not 
the proponent from Attila or Hit- advertise its presence, because as 
ler through Pythagoras to the 9th a goal it is oply achie·ved after 
bhodisattva of the Jade peach the expenditure of personal effort . 
garden. Tne Holy Grail does not have to 
But I do not believe that wisdom have colleges of priests insisting 
needs to hide itself so thorough- that men should pay attention. It 

has merely to exist and men will 
ly that it is hard to recognise seek and find it. The Grail is not 
even when visible. Casting no hidden, but neither is it sold. It 
pearls before swine is one atti- is not easy to find. The Hindu 
tude but it must be balanced by teacher should not seek disciples 
hiding no lights beneath bushels as the phoney gurus do that have 
as vell. It is hinted that bo th lately tried to convert the West. 
Zen and the I Ching are older by 
far than the invention of litera- Rather the disciple should seek 

his teacher, for it is in the ap­
ture, which in itself indicates proach that the disciple prepares 
that they come from any point at himself. If he is approached then 
all in the preliterate prehistory what occurs is not enlightenmentt 
of the world. but psychotic conversion, a pro­
Boomerangs have just been discov- cess directly related to the psy­
ered in America. If a thing works chiatric term transference, only 
there is no good reason why it it is purposely brought about and 
should ever be lost because some abused, usually for financial gain 
master will be able to pass it on by the self-advertising gurus. The 
to another generation, and the true teaching, which I find in 
very value of it as a real solu- Arthur and in still extant stone 
tion to man's problematic life age cultures around the world, and 
ensures that the next generation also in religions which trace 
will seek it out and make it work their origins back to the stone 
for themselves, even if they are age, neither advertises nor hides. 
only given the vaguest hints ot· It is simply available vhen a per-
its existence. son becomes ready to seek it. 

lt may be necessary to hard sell 
washing-up liquid because we can 
survive without it. It is not 
necessary to hard sell god be­
cause we cannot survive without 
it, and if it is not immediately 
available to us in a way that we 
can use then those of us who are 
sensitive to the need land such 
people will always exist as . long 
as homo sapiens remains human) 
will seek it t·or themselves and 
find it. If we find religion be­
ing sold we can assume that it is 
godless because god does not need 
to be sold. 

And it is right here that we can . 
see a common religious heritage 
that exists throughout the world; 

ORAL TRADITION 

This attitude is essentially an 
oral one, for it is very difficult 
to advertise by word of mouth. 
What happens by word of mouth is 
that reputations spread, which is 
quite different to advertising. 
Marshal McLuhan talks about our 
new electronic age as being a re­
turn to an oral culture, but it is 
in fact a very different kind of 
orality which has as a tool radio 
and television. Although these 
things do require the spoken word 
as opposed to the written word, in 
the sense that taping is possible, 
all the record:l,ng ability ot· the 
written word and indeed much more 
is implicit in our new orality, 
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l want to make sure that when I 
talk of oral attitudes I am not 
misunderstood. The orality of the 
stone age has totally different 
qualities and results. An oral 
attitude of old for example is 
the power of the word to bind: 
I give you my word as a gentleman 
... My word is my bond ... I swear 
it upon oath . .. 

Honour has become almost a laugh­
able code today . Honour will not 
earn you money or respect. We do 
not expect our leaders to be men 
01 honour; we expect them to be 
clever which is quite different . 
It is an effect ot· an illiterate 
society that honour be most prec­
iously guarded and that men do as 
t hey say they will do, because 
~ithout some rigid structure to 
society what is left is cannibals 
howling in a mental desert. 

The ability of man to remember is 
far greater when he had to rely 
entirely on his memory, and there­
fore the memories of our ancestors 
were better than ours. Gurdjieff 
illustrated the quality of this 
memory when he told the story of 
his father who was a professional 
storyteller in Iran. lSo was 
Gurdjieff and I don't necessarily 
believe the story but it mal<es the 
point nicely.) When the recovered 
Epic of Gilgamesh was published 
Gurdjieff read it and found some 
verses to be word for word identi­
cal with verses his father used to 
recite, and the two sources were 
five thousand years apart . 

The bondage of word-perfect learn­
ing is a direct response to illit­
eracy and the bondage of word / hon­
our truth/virtue is also directly 
an illiterate code which loses its 
survival value in a literate soci­
ety. We read more fiction than 
fact to judge by the best - seller 
lists, and this tends to corrupt 
our attitude toward our own myth­
ology. which was, in its own time. 
truth as nearly as could be made. 
Time and linguistic invasion and 
literacy have all contributed to 
the corruption of original 1nean­

ing .. 

rhe Arthur myth degenerated far 
fastPr at·ter the storie:-; oecame 
literate propPrty, and to find 
tt1e1r nearest truths we have to 

search the earliest literature. 
In Arthurian litera~ure (which 
rubbed off on the shape of medi ae ­
val society despite the wide gaps 
between mediaeval and Arthurian 
days) we can see quite clearly the 
preliterate importance of word 
bondage. Having sworn something 
the Arthurian knight is honour­
bound to fulfil the debt or prom­
ise. Many of the Arthurian tales 
seem to hold little other purpose 
in them than to emphasise the im­
portance of this bond of the word. 
It is one of the clues by which we 
can recognise that the times of 
Arthur were not llark Age, which 
despite the paucity of writings 
from the period were nevertheless 
literate, particularly among the 
Roman-oriented upper classes who 
would have been the heroes of the 
tales. Even the Uruids were com ­
paratively literate, though they 
made their literacy a secret tool 
of power. The word-bondage atti­
tude places the legends of Britain 
securely in and before the Bronze 
Age . 

(A map is another literate device, 
and we know that Caesar used maps; 
no doubt they were common place 
even in llark Age Britain. Hut when 
our British knights set out in 
search of honour and the grail or 
simply adventure, if they follow 
any instructions whatever they 
have only a brief verbal descrip­
tion of the way to go, past this 
danger and that forest, etc . Here 
is yet another distinct clue poin­
ting to the fact that the tales 
were put together by pre-literate 
people . ) 

When the oral traditions were 
first transcribed the tellers of 
these tales had not yet developed 
literary techniques, and thus 
there is a gaucheness or at least 
a distinct feel to them by which 
we recognise the period of their 
setting down . Later the tales ac­
quire that tailored neatness 
which has ever since hyg inically 
dominated our culture. Oral tales 
are free from the curbing carping 
critics who by particular refer­
ence and quotation can show that 
this is not so well done <1!-- that. 
and here a plagiarism has bP.en 
subtly hidden ~nd s o Uut plagi­
arism and authority ~rise with 
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C 
literature. We like to sign our 
paintings and claim our titles: 
this book is by the well-known 
author ... therefore buy it! The 
oral story teller bad .an audience 
who could on occasion throw stools 
personally at his head with con­
siderable ability, and had no ad­
man between him and his fee which 
might well not be forthcoming if 
be bored too extensively ... 

At the same time when telling 
tales he was not only allowed to 
plagiarise·, he was expected to 
render faithf"ully word for word 
the tale as it was given to him. 
Hut like any good actor he might 
suit his performance to his nigh ts 
audience. 

The authority of the story comes 
not from the credentials of the 
man who tells it but from the 
truth of the story itself. It is 
believable or it is not. But we 
can no longer tell when the bard 
is pulling our leg, so we assume 
the tellers believed every word 
they said and, from that, assume 
their audiences were dwnb. Toil­
lustrate this we need to catch 
story-telling in transition before 
the literate qualities have clari­
fied the subtle greys into the 
black and white of the printed 
word. 

8£1.oW: Alc.hetr1..iat1 d--ragcn .. 
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REVIEWS 7 
The Hill of the Dragon by Paul 
Newman (Kingsmead Press 1979. 
£5-95) 

* 
This compilation of dragon myths 
and legend, as the inside cover 
states, "tackles its subject 
matter in the broadest sense". 

This book I fJund to be extremely 
readable and useful as a basic 
reference work. It is written in 
a down-to-earth and occasionally 
what appears to be a slightly 
tongue-in-cheek manner that ap­
peals to those of us who are not 
so wel~ versed in these things as 
we could be. 

Paul Newman does not offer any 
startling new theories, but has 
brought together many of the 
known ideas and theories as to 
origins and interpretations . 

He encompasses such issues as the 
appearance of dragons in Early 
Celtic and Christian societies 
and in alchemy, and also takes 
his reader down more diverse 
paths during. the course of the 
book. It has many interesting il­
lustrations, some of which will 
be recognisable to readers of 
Picwinnard and Pendragon! 

0000000000 SUE GORRINGE 

Here be Dragons (an exhibition in 
the British Library until Septem­
ber 1st 1980) 

* 
lf you find the thought of the 
British Museum's Viking exhibi­
tion exhausting, try this one, 
mounted by the Dept of Oriental 
Manuscripts and Printed Books, of" 
sixteen dragonesque scenes from 
Persian, Mughal and 1'urkish mini­
atures. Though the image of the 
dragons shown is Chinese-derived 
and relatively late ( 13th century 
onwards) the stories they illus­
trate are much earlier. Other ex­
hibits show how pervasive the 
dragon motif' is in Oriental art 
A delight, this . and well worth~ 
visit. 
~ CliRlS LOVEGROVE 

~ -
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A. Discourse on the suggestion of place or country): a country of 
the "Oval" of Newport, Gwent, or beautiful aspect. According to 
the "Henge" of Casnewdd-Ar-Wysg. Geoffrey of Monmouth, Essyllt was 

It has been suggested1 that New­
port, Gwent, South Wales, has an 
''oval'' of similar size to one 
traced at Canterbury. The propos­
al, or proposition, is based upon 
a map of Newport dated 1831, which 
includes the town at that time, 
the surrounding country area and 
part of the River Usk . The shape 
of the "oval" is bisected at a 
point, thus (NB not to scale): 

Those who know the Newport area 
will be aware that the now very 
much extended town is very hilly . 
Upon climbing Stow hill from Aus­
tin Friars one arrives at the 
point of intersection illustrated, 
the Cathedral Church of the Dio­
cese of Monmouth, St Woolos Cath­
edral . Built on the top of a 
ridge which dominates the town, 
the church lies parallel to the 
line of this ridge, east end to 
the ruins of the castle by the 
side of the River Usk. Another 
line of axis runs to the ancient 
British fortress of the Gaer. The 
suggested line on the 1831 map 
does not pass through the castle 
but through what is now Bristol 
Packet Wharf . The line is altered 
on the illustration and would 
therefore extend through the cas­
tle ruins to the other ancient 
British camp in the vicinity, 
that on Lodge Wood above Caerleon 
( Isca Silurum) . 

The territory of the Silures is 
so named by the Romans from latin­
ised forms of' the British words2 
Essyllwg and Essyllwr (syllt mean­
ing view, aspect, look, and~ 

the daughter 01· a king of Germany 
who had a child by Locrine; he 
kept her in a cave near the River 
Havren {the Severn). Locrine was 
married however to Gwendoline or 
Gwendolen whom he wished to div­
orce to marry Essyllt (could this 
be derived rrom the Goddess Eseye 
- Isis in Greek - whose seat and 
sanctuary was at Stonehenge?)~ 

Gwendo1en, however, raised an ar­
my against her husband and he was 
killed in battle. Essyllt and her 
daughter Averre (or Sabre, Sabri­
na, Sabire) were both thrown into 
the river, Gwendolen then pub­
lishing an edict that the river 
should be named to perpetuate the 
memory of' the child and the infa­
my of her husband .4 

Some people have testified that a 
white lady swims in the waters o.f 
the Severn; in the days of' sail 
sailors making their way to Bris­
tol swore that they saw her ghost. 

From the hills above Newport 
there is indeed a view of "beaut­
if"ul aspect" - across the Severn 
to the shores of the West Country 
and fair Gwent itself: wen is 
fair or holy, Awen is themuse!! 

RITUAL AXES? 

The point at discussion is the 
possibility of a "ritual" henge 
in the Newport vicinity. It has 
been suggestedS that stone axes 
could be linked with henge-monu­
ments. A visit to Newport Museum 
gives evidence of stone (and met­
al) axes being found, the most 
interesting being a bronze axe, 
circa 1400 BC, discovered in a 
garden in Gaer road; a stone axe 
of greenstone, probably from the 
Pembroke Christchurch area; two 
stone axes, one ot' greenstone, in 
St Marks Crescent allotments near 
Goldtops; a stone axe, Gaer juni­
or school; and a flint axe head, 
400 yards east of the Gaer hill­
fort. 

Unfortunately, as yet the hill­
forts on the Gaer or the Lodge 
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Hi11 f'ort above Caerleon have not 
been extensive1y excavated. The 
Gaer covers an area of' one mile 
approximate1y East-West across by 
about 1000 yards, and the f'inds 
have been f'rom what is now built­
up housing areas . 

The greenstone axes, possib1y f'rom 
Pembroke, ca11 to mind the "altar" 
stone of' Stonehenge of' pa1e green 
micaceous sandstone ; the p1ace of' 
origin is thougtit to be the Cosh­
eston Beds on the shores of' Hi1 -
f'ord Haven.6 The b1uestones of' 
Stonehenge come f'rom the Prescelly 
range in Pembroke (now Dyf'ed) be­
tween the summits of' Carn Meini 
and Foe1 Tregarn discovered by Dr 
H H Thomas. Addressing the Anti­
quarian Society in 192J, Dr Thomas 
remarked on the signif'icance of' 
the stones being contained within 
the region with one o~ the richest 
co1lections 01· mega1ithic remains 
in Britain. Dr VE Nash-Wil1iams 
of' the We1sh Nati onal Museum has 
suggested that the ancients re­
garded the Presce1ly range of' 
mountains as a p1ace 01· specia1 
sanctity. 

The Welsh f'or Prescel1y is Preseli 
f'rom pres a grove and Se1y1' the 
Welsh f'or Solomon; dare one write 
a symbolic, sacred Jt grove of' 
Wa1es, long bef'ore Solomon existed 
circa 1000 BC in the eastern Medi­
terranean . To return to the sub­
ject of' a Newport henge, there 
have been f'inds of' stone axes dis.­
covered by people, most of' whom 
have been digging their gardens or 
allotments ... 

THE CHILDREN OF BRYCHAN 

The Cathedral Church of' the Dio ­
cese of' Monmouth has as its hub or 
centre a Celtic f'oundation , circa 
500 AD , by a son- in- 1aw .o1' Brychan 
the Irish King of' Brecon. Brychan 
was remembered more by his daught­
ers e.g . Tudf'ul (hence Merthyr 
Tydf'il) who was martyred by the 
Saxons (also killed was Brychan 
her Cather, and her husband}; and 
Gwen-Arth the granddaughter of' 
Brychan and daughter of' Arth the 
son of' Brychan, the only historic­
al Arth accounted f'or ~ 500 All 
in these regions. 

There was ancient sett1ement of' 
1and in Gwent: much time has been 
spent on the excavation of' Roman 
remains in Caerleon , the "Empress 
city of' the West". Perhaps one 
day more hi11-f'orts wi11 be exca­
vated and he1p to prove that the 
ancient British were not "barbar­
ians" but the keepers of' the Al.b­
ion mysteries ; hence the cry to 
learn the true languages of' the 
Britons - the Latin and Greek ci­
vi1isations have 1ooked af'ter 
themse1ves . Perpaps we Pendragons 
have sti11 something to of'f'er. 

"Their Lord they wi11 praise, 
Their speech they wi11 keep; 
Their 1and they wi11 1ose, 

Except Wi1d Wa1es." 7 

Ref'erences 

1 . Nega1i thic Sof'tware Part I by 
LB Borst & BM Borst {Limited 
edition Twinbridge Press , Wil1-
iamsvi1le NY) 

2 . Monmouthshire Ned1ey Vol II 
compi1ed and edited by Regina1d 
Nicho1s ( The Star1ing Press Ltd. 
Risca, Newport Gwent) 

J. Communion with the Goddess: 
Temp1es of' the West by Lawrence 
Durdin-Robertson (Limited edi­
tion Cesara Pub1ications, Hunt­
ington Cast1e, C1onega1, Ennis­
corthy, Eire) 

4 . We1sh Ghosts by Jeanette Dixon 
or rsbrydion Cymru (James Pike 
Ltd, St Ives Cornwa11) 

5. We1sh Antiquity (Nations1 Mus­
eum of' Wales 1976) 

6 . The Sphinx and the Megaliths 
by John Ivimy (Abacus edition 
1976) 

7- Wi1d Wa1es 1 its Peop1e 1 Lang­
uage and Scene}7 by George Bor­
row (180)-1881 ; quote Crom 
Taliesin,"Destiny of' the Brit­
ons" (1862 and Fontana/Co1lins 
1977) 

© G M Stone 1980 
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trated anthology, selected and 
intr odu ced by Richar d Barber 
(Boyde l 1 Pre s s Lt d , 1979. £10 . 00) 

* 
Here pre sen t ed by an author a l ­
rea dy known f'o r two Arthurian 
book s , amongs t othe r historical 
studie s, are e ight centuri e s of' 
poe try, pro se and ch ronic1e selec­
t e d Crom the vast her i tage of' Ar­
thurian literature. Thi s ri ch l y 
il1uminated anthology is e x p ress­
ly designed t o display f'or t he 
f'irst time b etwe en t he cover s o f' 
one vo1ume the enormous depth and 
range 0 1· the Ma tter of' Bri tain. 
The book is assemb1ed in twelv e 
s e c tions beginning with e arl y 
~ e1sh t r a d iti on s and the Saints' 
Lives , and terminating with a 
g1 i mpse at modern Arthuriani s m. 
Although the emphasis i s on pre s­
enta tion rather than anal ys i s , 
e ach e xtract i s pref'aced by a 
brief' account of' its origi ns a n d 
i ts p1ace in t he comp1i cated gen ­
e s is o f' on e o f' the gr e atest·liter­
a ry and cultu r a l my t h s . 

"Arthuria n li t erat ure , " the edi t or 
obs erves , " t e mpts one -co write i n 
pu r ple pr ose ," and i t is to t hi s 
i mpulse that the book pr imarily 
pays homage. Appropriat e 1y enou gh 
t h e "purple prose" of' Geoffrey of 
Monmouth ' s "grea t imita t ion of' 
history• re c eives d u e recogni tion 
as the principal pr ogenitor of the 
great c1as sic production o f' t he 
medieva1 French , Ger man and ~ng­
l i s h wri ters . The French 1Jth cen ­
tury Dea t h o f' Arthur is represent ­
e d , as is Ma r ie o f' France ' s Lay o f' 
Sir La unf'al and Chret i en ' s Yvai n . 
The Ger man tradition f'inds voice 
i n Gott f'ried von Strasbourg's 
Tri stan and Wolf'ram's Parzival , 
whilst t he gl i ttering alliterative 
vern acu1ar v erse of' Gawain and the 
Green Knight and t he brilliant 
sunlit images of' the Welsh Culhwch 
and Olwen testif'y to the strength 
of' t h e nat ive Briti sh tradition 
l arge1y independent of' Geof'frey. 

The pub1ication of' Malory's Morte 
D'Arthur appears as the cu1mina-
tion of a long medieval tradttion 

of' truly internatio1,al pedigree 
which was timed to lend weight 
to the Tudor claims of' Arthur ian 
descent. To the reader f'amil i ar 
(or otl1erwise) with the material 
before him the transf'orma.ion of 
tales about an early British 
warrior king int o the magnificent 
and elaborate ideology that at­
tached itself' to his name seems 
alchemica1 in such a concentrated 
perspect i v e. 

The concern of' the anthology is 
primarily "mainstream" Arthuri an 
literature or at least -chat which 
has been t radi t ion ally canonized 
f'or i ts inf'luen ce on what we have 
of' a modern Arth ur i an myth . Thus 
the selection is somewhat conser­
v ative giving Cull recogni t i on t o 
the Vic torian boom wh ether t h e 
so f' t pos t -Romanticism o f' Tenny son 
o r the c1austrophobi c and p a ssio­
n a t e i n tensity of' Swinburne , yet 
i t a1so gives t he i mpress ion t hat 
20 t h century Arthuriani s m ends 
wi th T H Whi t e and Char1es Willi ­
ams. Nei.ther is muc h attent i on 
given to the s uggestion o f a mod ­
e r n s a tir i c tre nd c h aracteri s tic 
o f' a n a g e which has done s o much 
to demyth o l ogi ze history and 
which arises principally out of' 
Mark Twain ' s great act o f heresy 
in the last quarter of t h e 19th 
c ent ury . Peacock 's Mi s f o rtunes o f 
Elphin is repr esented, but there 
is no room f'o r Twain , whose i n ­
f'amous Ya nkee is J u st as much a 
f'ounding block of' modern Arthuri ­
ani sm as is Tennyson's Idyl1s . 

Mos t we1come however is the 1 av ­
i sh col1ection of ma ny e x amp1es 
of' t h e equal ly pro1 i fi c tradit ion 
of' Arthurian i 1lustration. The 
text is punctuated at regular i n­
terva1s b y many of' f'ami1iar as 
well as more obscu re images of' 
the Arthur stories , spanning many 
centuries Crom the famous Moden a 
relief' and the de1icate closed 
wor1d of' the medieval manuscript 
illuminators to the f'lushed and 
vivid atmosphere of' the Pre-Raph­
aelite painters and their f'ollow ­
ers . 

This rather unique edition d oes 
not set out to be a quest f'or the 
real Arthur. Liberated Crom the 
tension between history and f'an­
tasy it creates an elaborate eel-
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ebration of' one of' the most power­
ful mythic vogues in our cultural 
history. Thus, crisply set forth, 
it is an edition fit for a king 
and would appropriately grace the 

~~~!~~:~~n of'~rthuri{~l 

Myths of' Britain by Michael Senior 
lOrbis Publishing, London 1979. 
£6.25) 

It is difficult to argue that the 
academic historian should include 
any large body of' myth as source ' 
material for a history of' any na­
tion's social development, especi­
ally as definitions of' myth tend 
to fluctuate from time to time. 
Myths of' Britain argues persuas­
ively that myth is a factor of' 
history and not a by-product of' it, 
and that consequently the psycho­
logi cal or collective awareness of' 
a nation's own evolution is per­
haps better expressed through its 
myths than through a catalogue of' 
military events and the short-term 
economic and political decisions of' 
its politicians. Myth, in short, 
can be perceived as the perpetually 
evolving 'dream' of' history. 

~ith this broadened concept of' his­
tory in mind Michael Senior at­
tempts here firstly to define the 
nature of' myth at the highest level 
of' generality, though not quite 
venturing into a true structuralist 
analysis . Secondly his book sets 
out, as its title suggests, to 
piece together a picture of' what 
characteristics make the myths of' 
Britain peculiarly British. This 
11 Bri tishness 11 , a certain ethnic 
quality to be found in our mythol­
ogy, largely manifests itself', Sen­
ior suggests, through its concern 
~ith history itself'. Indeed British 
myths seem more preoccupied with 
the raw material of' historical 
events, people, places, than most 
other mythologies. It is not sur­
prising therefore that this probing 
of 0 the genesis of a country as 
seen through the medium of' its 
mythology" brings us rOWld .to con­
sideration of' the remarkable figure 
of' Arthur himself'; the Arthur, that 
is, who constitutes the archetypal 
hero-god to whom all other myth mo­
tif's seem drawn as if' by some 
strange centripetal force. This may 

not perhaps be embodied in the man 
so much as in the thing he stands 
for; the preservation of' a defin­
able collective self' about to 
slowly sirik 1·orever Wlder the over­
whelming flood of' a cultural inva­
sion, a notion peculiarly appro­
priate to our modern society. In 
other words the events of' history 
simply f'orm the mechanism by which 
a collectively possessed dream of' 
national identity is created or 
destroyed. It would however be a 
mistake to credft Arthur with any 
developed notion or self-conscious 
idea of' his own glittering poster­
ity. 

Vhy Arthur? -- a question that has 
baffled many and remains as unan­
swerable as Arthur's historical 
personality remains Wlknowable. 
However, Senior does eiamine 
(though. not too heavily to deter 
the general reader) the recurrent 
features of' the Arthurian myth 
which are responsible both f'or mak­
ing it distinct from other British 
myths and also for transporting it 
into a league shared with older 
and more secular myths in form and 
content . But above all it appears 
that the landscape itself' is one 
of' the most formative f'W1ctions o f' 
British myth. A highly developed 
element in Arthurian myth for in­
stance is what has become known as 
"the sense of place''. Senior de­
votes much space to the investiga­
tion of' the complicated associa­
tions of' the Arthurian story with 
many places but principally the 
great 'Celtic• centres of' Glaston­
bury, Tintagel, and Cadbury. This 
"sense of' place" is supported by 
a fine selection of' colour photo­
graphs particularly of' sites like 
Deganwy, Dinas Bran, Dinas :smrys, 
and one of' the most inspired aeri­
al shots of' a mist-shrouded Glas­
tonbury ever taken, here set as 
the frontispiece. 

The author, rightly f'or the pur­
pose of' the book, is not concerned 
with the historicity of' Arthur the 
man, but with the power of' the 
myth over men's minds. This book 
is not a gesture against academic 
demystification so much as one in 
favour of' consolidation of' our 
oldest traditions. 

PSTSR K GRIFFITHS 

22 

Arthur is the once and 1·u1:ure king; 
be is tbe embodiment of' grace in 
buman life; be is also a figure of' 
reconciliation between cultures, 
having been at one time a British 
citizen of' Imperial Rome, and later 
an Anglo-Norman folk hero. 

Reconciliation between the inhabi­
tants of' a ~ountry and its armed 
invaders or peacef'ul settlers came 
about when the cultures of' each are 
not Just mized but are combined. To 
eztend the chemical metaphor, a 
catalyst is required. The Romans 
understood this, and when they took 
the Etruscan city of' Veii the stat­
ue of' Uni was approached with rev­
erence by a band of' ritually 
cleansed young Romana, and she was 
invited to Rome. Lesa calculated 
but equally effective was the 
spread of' the Sumerian deities and 
folk heroes among peoples of' the 
Tigris-Euphrates delta and beyond. 
Only the Jews withstood them, and 
isolated their Jehovlh with moment­
ous results for the world. The ez­
clusiveness of Jehovah was inheri­
ted by the followers of' His Son, 
and in due course by those of' His 
Prophet Nohamet, thus setting up 
antagonisms from Which ve yet suf'f'­
er. Armed vi.th the conviction that 
tbe followers of' other creeds are 
eternally damned, Christians and 
Muslims have f'elt Cree to convert 
not by ezample and persuasion, but 
by the sword. 

CULTURAL FUSI:ON 

Fusions of' cultures may or may not 
be accompanied by the mingling of' 
races, largely depending on physic­
al similarity between the varieties 
of the human race concerned, but 
availability of mates within the 
culture groups is obviously import­
ant: an invading army will bring 
few women with it, and men will ac­
cept uncongenial mates rather than 
none. vlien man wa■ a rare animal, 
roaming Europe, Asia and Africa in 
small hunting bands, he seems from 
hi• skeletal remains to have been 
aa unspecialiaed physically as the 
hand azes he uaed. It ia now under­
atood that the highly apecialised 
• black I people·, with dark akin to 

resist strong sunlight, and en­
larged air passage to improve 
ventilation, developed only about 
20,000 years ago when the baking 
hot savannah plains of' Africa 
were first settled. Other less 
eztreme varieties of' man gained 
subcutaneous fat to insulate 
against great cold, narrow eyes 
to dim the desert's glare, and so 
on. History and archaeology dem­
onstrate the results of the min­
gling of' races which may accompa­
ny a fusion of' cultures. When 
around 2SOO BC the Windmill Hill 
People of' southern Britain were 
invaded by the Food Vessel People, 
interbreeding resulted in pottery 
of a vigorous style hybrid between 
the baggy pots of Windmill Hill 
and the carinated vessels which 
gave their name to the newcomers. 
On the other hand there is evi­
dence that when hordes of' the peo­
ple of inner Asia known variously 
as Scythians, Cimmerians and Sar­
matians swept down into the Fert­
ile Crescent around the 7th cent­
ury BC, their violence must soon 
have been ezpended for they set­
tled and presumably intermarried 
with little ef'f'ect on the cultures 
of' the Near Sast. 

I:n the modern world there are 
sadly f'ew ezamples of cultural fu­
sion, but we may cite that between 
Polynesians and Suropeans, limited 
and imperfect as it is. I:n the 
South.Pacific there have fortun­
ately been many people inspired by 
King Arthur's ideals, among them 
Sir ~eorge Grey, who translated 
Maori legends and. recorded their 
music, and Tai Mitchell vho was 
both a Chief' of' the Arawas and a 
magistrate in the district court . 

CULTURAL FRI:CTI:ON 

41.as in South Africa there is no 
fusion of cultures but a policy of' 
•separate development• and the 
disenfranchisement of' all persons 
who do not pass as Europeans on 
the evidence of their appearance. 
Let me propose one root cause f'or 
this sad result. When a small par­
ty of' Dutchmen, in the employ of' 
the Dutch Bast India Company with 
its headquarters in Amsterdam, 
landed on the site of C&5,e Town to 
found a refreshment station f'or 
their Company's ships, they came 
soon into contact with the local 
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inhabitants. These called them­
selves 'Khoikhoi', meaning •men of 
men•, but the Dutch dubbed them 
'hottentots' because of the . clicks 
and gulps in their language. The 
Khoikhoi are genetically closer to 
the negro race than thetr copper 
colour and light build would sug­
gest . They herded cattle, and used 
to settle temporarily within their 
tribal lands wherever pasture was 
available. Organisation was by 
tribes divided into clans, and 
their religion was animism, as 
might be expected. Strangely, the 
name of their weather-god Tsui­
goab is similar to Tes-hub, the 
weather-god of the Hittites . Un­
like the negroes they sowed no 
crops, and except for cairns of 
stones over their . honoured dead 
they erected no ~onuments or perm­
anent buildings. Being used to 
temporary sojourns, the incursion 
of the Dutch did not to. them at 
first appear permane,:.t, and these 
foreigners brought with them de­
sirable commodities such as brandy, 
tobacco, knives, and above all 
metal in wire and sheet; which 
they bartered for the Khoikhoi's 
cattle. Friendly barter turned 
sour as it became clear that the 
Dutch intended to stay, to spread 
over the land, and to reduce the 
Khoikhoi to servitude. This they-. 
achieved by force of arms, and by 
force of economy, because having 
bartered away his cattle all the 
Khoikhoi could do was to follow 
them into the service of the Dutch. 
There was nobody 'inspired by the 
spirit of King Arthur to study the 
culture of the Khoikhoi , who were 
regarded as a savage and inferior 
race . Nevertheless the early set­
tlers bedded with Khoikhoi women, 
thus giving themselv es and their 
white descendents a guilt comple x 
rationalised into a prejudice 
against their col~ured descendents, 
which was later extended to all 
'non-Europeans'. 

Africa's Rift Valley was the cra­
dle of' mankind, and the whole con­
tinent is now peopled . with splend­
id varieties. of the huma·n race· 
who, if only they could be brought 
to understand and honour each oth­
er's cultures, could make Africa 
the envy of the world. 
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Fig above is from an ·early 
photograph of · a Khoikhoi man, 
and Fig 2 below is a head in 
mammoth . ivory from Brassempouy 
(Landes, France) dated 25,000 BC; 
it illustrates the "unspecial­
ised" appearance of Old Stone Age 
people in the Old World. 

Fig 2 

Photo: 
author . 

Arthur: a new fine of attack. .. / ... ADRIAN F. wA-rrs/ 
here are many historians 
who do not share the en­
thusiasm of Morris or 
Ashe in their belief i n 
the legendary Arthur. 
Some claim that several 

Arthurs, or men answering his des­
cription, have become enmeshed i n 
legend and interwoven into an id­
yll of a military man and king who 
simply did not exist . They are 
even less pleased and somewhat be ­
mused that this same king who wa s 
n ever beaten but was betrayed f rom 
his own ranks should later become 
a folk-hero of the English who 
s upplanted and ousted his kin s men. 

Th~ ev ide nce for this man may e t 
times be painfully thin, but t here 
i s one vital fact that all his 
critics and detractors have mis s e d 
- he won't go away . Wraith-lik e 
and defying all known logic he 
calls through the ages to the 
British people as a collective en­
tity. In coming to terms with our 
history we have to recognise that 
Arthur was the first man to think 
constructively in terms of a state 
of Britain as a collective whole, 
and be ready to defend it against 
invasion. Had this man never exis­
ted it seems unlikely that he 
could have such a fascination for 
some of us, or that we would sense 
that without coming to terms with 
the post-Roman Britain history 
would be off-balance . I believe 
that we must seek out the reality 
of Arthur using every method at 
our disposal, and I propose to 
take my cue from Merlyn . 

History appears to be .a succession 
of peoples living, colonising, de­
veloping, fighting wars, and later 
all too often going into a state 
of decay and decline after a peri­
od of stagnation. We see their 
ruins and artifacts and freque~tly 
marvel at their achievements, oft­
en gained in the teeth of adverse 
climatic conditions. Surely having 
lived, loved, loathed and fought 
fierce battles they must have left 
something more than that which is 
self-evident? 

l suggest that everything that 
has ever happened on thi.s world 
is recorded as· a psychic echo of' 
ourselves, and that which has ex­
isted in Britain in particular 
from time immemorial still exists 
both alongside us now and in our 
future ad infinitum. Time , that 
enigma, is not stretching back 
continuously at all. An event 
such as . the battle of Badon ex­
ists a mere split second behind 
us , and is no ":further back 11 than 
the Battle of Britain , the defeat 
of the Spanish Armada, or the 
success of Duke William of Norm­
andy at Senlac Hill . If one is 
listening to the last movement of 
Beethoven's Fifth, for example, 
the first notes are as close to 
us as the note that has just fin­
ished. Unlike a film-script that 
could be re-written for political 
ends, our history waits for us, 
and no matter how good or bad 
cannot be changed. 

This echo-Arthur's call will con­
tinue to reach us . It is the in­
evitable antidote and answer to 
those among us who think in terms 
of a divided or regional kingdom; 
those who think of England or 
Scotland before Britain . Our her­
itage and destiny is to think as 
British within the confines of a · 
world political order, and in 
this respect it is doubtful if 
the British ever were or could be 
European in outlook; it is too 
small. If the four nations of 
these islands are allowed to 
drift into their own nationalist­
ic shells, it is unlikely that 
they could think beyond the con­
fines of their own back yards; 
our individual destinies would be 
reduced to the next pay-cheque. 

How then can ve use our echo to 
seek out Arthur and dumbfound his 
d .etractors? Have we considered 
non-historical methods to gain an 
insight and point the way·, Can we 
not seriously consider enlisting 
the aid of trained psychics and 
occultists to find the twelve 
battle sites? If ve have the 
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sites there must be a chance or 
rinding war-graves or the slain, 
arteCacts , and perhaps even the 
bones or British cavalry horses 
killed in action. Every encamp­
ment associated with the legend 
could be checked and either hope­
Cully conCirmed or eliminated 
from our quest. 

This would in no way interfere or 
detract f"ro.m tbe valiant work be­
ing carried out by orthodox hist­
orians; it might point the way: a 
new line of attack. The echo is 
there. We must Cind Mount Badon -
or should I say Blae-Dun? 

LETTER ARTHUR. s COURTS 
From PETER RATAZZI, Hove, Sussex : 

"In the middle ages , Arthur's 
Courts were halls in Central Eur­
ope in which patrician's (i.e. 
nobles) assembled . There was one 
anciently at Thorn. BeCore world 
war II, another still existed at 
Danzig (Artus-Hof) . We note a 
'Baltic' i.e. Teutonic Knights 
tradition here . . . 

From the current issue of Paneur­
~ III. 1979 (pp 35-6) an article 
'Danzig - Then and Now• in which 
appears a colour illustration or 
the ArthushoC. 

This imposing Gothic Cestival hall 
(Festhalle)erected shortly aCter 
1J80 served as assembly hall Cor 
Junkers and other leading citizens 
or the period. Arter a fire in the 
town it was rebuilt in 1476, when 
it was used as amber-, timber- and 
corn-exchange. Only the Cacade re­
mained Colloying world war II . The 
building was re-erected, however, 
and interior decoration is still 
going on. It is used Cor exhibi­
tions. The Artusbrunnen or Arthurs 
Fountain is back in its old place; 
surrounded by tables and chairs, 
today's tourists in Gdansk (Dan­
zig) Cind it a convenient spot to 
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As the men of t h e legions were 
called to Rome there was one man 
of Homan family who remained to 
seek the love of a chiertain's 
daughter; and when an attack was 
made by Saxon invaders to pillage 
her family he came to fight for 
their lives with success. He was 
known as King Arthur. 

His sword arm was strong, and the 
weapon cast by his own hand being 
very much a pa rt of' himself' -was 
given a name, and many tales there 
were that came from it. All that 
fought held their spirits with the 
one man and their weapons with the 
one blade, ·so that all struck down 
of the enemy were by the might of 
Excalibur. 

Then one of the body wounded and 
weary of battle was lost to the 
others, thence wandered to the 
border lands and came exhausted to 
a forest by a wide stream that was 
near a great chalk mound. The peo­
ple around, after hiding from the 
Saxon enemy that roved in bands , 
ventured out to find a tattered, 
marked and weary warrior laid by 

the stream attempting to reach the 
water. The women knew in their way 
that he was not or the invaders so 
they took care or him. 

His strength returned and the 
fightin g skills realised by prac­
tice came back to him, so that he 
sought out other men to teach cau­
sing them to det·end themselves 
against their f"oes , and was taken 
to be their leader. 

A high wooden tower was then set 
up to watch the distance on the 
highest point that was the great 
chalk mound. When the enemy came 
to disturb the sattlers Cormany 
miles around they could be seen a 
long way orr and thus came unex­
pectedly against a powerful force 
that went in the name 01· King Ar­
thur and or the sword Excalibur, 
being both chosen by the man who 
led them. 

They Cought until strength and 
time had passed and not a trace 
themselves was to be found nor 
anywhere named . There was naught 
but the spirit or Arthur . 

or 
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•one writer says that the Camouse 
British king not only beat back 
the Sazons but began to build the 
noble tower at Windsor and there 
ins tituted the 'round table' ... 
It is said that he held his court 
at Windsor and out or those who 
came to him the king selected a 
certain number, some say Cour and 
twenty or the most valiant, and 
Cormed them into an Order or 
Knighthood. 
"Edward III like many others be­
lieved that the table was placed 
on the mound where the tower now 
stands . Being like most British 
buildings or wood, the place de­
cayed in the course of hundreds of 
y ea~··9 and left no trace behind it• 
(Albert Lee The Stor. of Royal 
Windsor, about 1912 . 

•Sdward, Windsor born, nurtured 
perhaps on Arthurian legends cling­
ing to the hill, saw visions too 
r omantic to belong to routine, too 
humane to pass as mere illusions." 
(Olwen Hedley Round and about 
Windsor, 1949.) 

•ne Round Tower' is really a 
rounded tower, being described in 
1951 as more like a square with 
rounded edges. wa s it the reluc­
tance of skilled masons Corced to 
remain at their task that prevent­
ed accurocy? 

There too ends the dragon's tale. 
For the dragon of the Roman mosaic 
displayed by the Norman shield and 
proudly flown with the banner or 
Wessex becomes the defeated symbol 
on the badge of" the Garter Knight&. 

Once more the image of" Arthur is 
f"ound by documentation published 
this year (1979) about the tapes­
tries produced in the Cormer Saxon 
settlement or Old Windsor, two 
miles Crom the castle, set up by 
Queen Victoria's family. Among 
many works, some the finest in 
Surope, ten of Arthurian legend 
ezisted, inspired by Tennyson. 
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~ ARTHUR AND BR:U'TANY~ 

From VALERIE DUERDEN. Guernsey : 

~Following a holiday in Brittany 
I am interested in Cinding out 
why the Broceliande {Paimpont) 
area is believed by the locals to 
be the source or the Arthurian 
legends. Why is it also a Uruidic 
centre and why is there evidence 
of a Knights Templar stronghold? 
There is a symbolic correlation 
between the Holy Grail story, and 
the Knights Templar quest, and of 
both to the last supper." 
*Ronald Millar•s Will the real 
King Arthur please stand up? 
(Cassell 1978) attempts (uncon­
vincingly) to make Arthur a 
Breton, but gives much relevant 
information on Dark Age Brittany 
and asks pertinent questions on 
the origins of Celtic culture 
there. Not much however appears 
authentic about genuine Arthuri­
an connections with Paimpont, 
and X don't claim any knowledge 
about Druidi.c/Templar/Grail ae-
sociati.ons there. Can anyone 
help, please? 

~THE ROMANCE OF ARTHUR.,_. 

From CG RADFORD, Kingston-upon­
Thames : 

"Having made numerous enquiries 
thereabouts to Cinda Society, 
Group, Club, Association, con­
cerned with King Arthur and his 
Knights of the Round Table, I 
was eventually put into contact 
with "Pendragon" vi.a a lovely 
little librarian lady at Lancas­
ter University. The name conjured 
up wonderCul images, jousts, 
tournaments, long tables laid 
with bygone delicacies, heraldic 
designs on hand made costumes . 

Hy love, and I use the word lit­
erally, of the Arthurian legend 
grew Crom one evening in the . 
1960s, the place Broadway. I was 
attending a performance of "Came-
lot" with Richard Burton and 
Julie Andrews . .. ~ince that time 
I have been passionately interes­
ted in all that apertains to the 
legend . My bulging bookshelves 

21 
are proor enough that no-one 

·knows the answers, but~ares : 



r - ----

• ~ "' 0 .. ~~,. 

-1i!~::~;:~iilill~li! ~:;:::~~,_::_~-
--~111! .... -ii~ ·-~ r-~ 

• ~ 
·· - -~'7" ,-, ~ ~--

"'~=-=~-- '. : 

To me the romance, chivalry, col­
our, excitement of the time(s) is 
surely what it is all about . 

Hut, really, where along the way 
does one find UFOs? I was truly 
flabergasted when I received my 
back copies of Pendragon . ls this 
really the Pendragon Society. The 
Isle of Avalon yes but flying 
sauces!! (sic) Where are the 
people who really are not inter­
ested in standing up to their 
knees ~n mud looking for some­
thing they don't understand? 

Surely there are like minds, some 
one who: - can hum the tune of 
Lerner & Lowe, paint Heraldic 
dragons, search for ~rests of by­
gone Lords, stare endlessly up at 
the Chapel of Windsor, sit for 
hours in drafty col_d halls bid- _ 
ding for thrones, swords and arm­
our, browse . through the Hook_ of 
Hours with the wonderment of a 
child '/ 

When all is said and d~ne surely 
the legend of "Camelot" is what 
we search for within ourselves, 
the striving for those bygone 
ideals. He will come again to 
Hritain, so they_ say, should we · 
not be ready? What's the date for 
the next jou~t???" 

*Like minds, over to you. We will 
happily put you in contact with 
Miss Radford, and would be inter­
ested to know _ if you think we 
ought to be more concerned with 
the romantic aspect of Arthur. CL 

NEXT ISSUE. 

Conclusion of Dav­
id Stringer• ·s 
dragon essay, more 
Stone Age Mentali­
ty, more of that 
cryptogram, review 
of Divining ... 
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