



































» doubt that Geoffrey would have been aware of this
lieval tale with its hero conceived by a shape-~shift-~
romplete with ram's horns and serpents) on a queen in
»>alace. The analogy with Uther Pendragon is striking,
ige is of the horned shaman grasping a ram-headed

g the Gundestrup cauldron). We might need look no

> the source of the tale of Arthur's origins.

3, however, that this kind of mysterious conception
111 kinds of cultures and all manner of religions.

1e relevant parts of a list compiled concerning the
Jeltic heroes (here with Arthur as exemplar):

1t and future greatness of the hero have been fore-
in's propheecy of the Boar of Cornwall)

it is destined to bring death or misfortune to a pre-
sr (the Saxons)

lifficulties have to be overcome before his future
fulfil her destiny; she is closely guarded, confined
3ss (Tintagel) and her own resistance has to be over-
ming (Uther's disguise)

a mystery about the hero's begetting; whether he has
father or not, he is usually begotten by another --
nan from another race, or a supernatural being (there
echoes of Arthur's dubious origin when the 9th cent-~
3 sa¥s he was war-leader "though there were many more

he" ).

ALSO to consider the role of ¥Ygerna. She appears

are as theé aunt of St I11ltud and with a respectable
incestry herself, But little else is said of her.
Canning's novel The Crimson Chalice gives her a set-
21dy Island in the Bristol Channel, I assume because
th century memorial tombstone reading ... IGERNI ...
But Prof Charles Thomas suggests restoring this as
(or VORTIGERNI) FILI TIGERNI (the stome of Contiger-
ernos, the son of Tigernos). While Geoffrey may have
he IGERNI stone on Lundy, there doesn't seem to be a
sociation of Ygerna (Welsh Eigr) with Lundy. What
agel then?

ble suggestion has been made that Geoffrey "wrote
irst Norman castle was being built. Probably the then
uins of the Celtic monastery suggested to him that

an earlier sett 1ent on the site”. And so he made
ead the site of .gerna's_seduction. But nobody seems
ally asked,why Tintagel?10

carved into the c¢liffs at nearby Rocky Valley might

e essential clue. They have been tentatively dated to
Age at the earliest, and their uniqueness as rock

n Britain, coupled with their proximity to Tintagel,
wonder whether some genuine tradition prompted Geoff-
ate the Coming of Arthur here and nowhere else.

tening studies, Wy Rachel Levy and Jack Lindsay,11

he significance of maze rituals in preliterate cul-
Mediterranean lands the maze-dance served related

st it set up magical defenses against the entry of the
into the sacred city (as at Troy), and second it was
atory ritual for gaining access to the earth goddess
ming the Sacred Marriage (as with the Cretan laby-
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). In the S Pacific islands of the New Hebrides (Malekula
rticular) the labyrinthine dances are also very clearly
ed to death-and-resurrection ceremonies.

TINTAGEL perhaps all these conditions are foumd fulfilled.
ther is told by Ulfin "No power on earth can enable us to
ome to her (Ygerna) where she is inside the fortress of
gel... There is no other way in except that offered by a
w isthmus of rock. Three armed soldiers could hold it
st you..." But By Merlin's deception three un-armed men
entry without Bloodshed, for when Uther, Merlin and Ulfim
ached, the guard "opened the gate and the men were let in"
the wooden horse of Troy. Uther then comes to Ygerna saying
s secretly escaped from a siege, eoncerned as he was with
afety of her person and of his castle. She, in her turn,
sed him nothing".

taneously (and this seems significent) Gorlois, Ygerna's
nd and Duke of Cornwall, is killed as he tries to break
rom his besieged camp.

apture of ancient Troy was imagined as the rape of Athena
atron goddess, and the retrieval of Helen from her abductor
back to her original suitor Menelaos. The dance of the

n labyrinth was expeected to lead to the sacred m riage of

us with the goddess Ariadne, but before that he 1 to un-
the ordeal of destroying the Minotaur. The circumstances

e events at Tintagel are not that far distant.

rey c¢lothes his story as historical romance. But if he vi-
Tintagel (as his detailed description suggests) he could
been made aware of a loecal folk custom involving & process-—

dance, a maze ecut into the rock, and a seasonal mumming
with its death-and-resurrection/sacred marriage rituals and
horse. (Some say Arthur was born at the winter solstice,
would make a spring equinox ritual likely.) We have only
ok a little further down the coast to see Padstow's May Day
which, against all odds, is still celebrated with great
r in the 20th century. Was this, or something like it, what
red Geoffrey? And was Ygerna of Tintagel a kind of British
. of Troy or Goddess of the Labyrinth?
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Fig 1 Round Maze Fig 2 Sqguare Maze

THE MAZES or labyrinths carved on the rock at R6cokyValley near
Tintagel are the exact patterns which I have studied for many
years. I lmow that the later Christianized mazes are often far
more complex in their geometry (such as the one in Chartres
Cathedral) but I have preferred to remain with the basic proto-
type. Other good examples of it come from Hollywood in Ireland,
carved om a large stone (now in the Dublin museum), cut into the
turf at Troy Farm, Somerton (near Oxford), found om Cretan coins
circa BC 300, and among the Hopi Indians. The last two examples
show mazes irr both their round and square form (figs 1, 2).

The Hopi Indians say, according to the American authority Frank
Waters, that the square mazes ame for women and the round omes
for men. I heartily endorse this distinetion. Im squaring a
maze it is far more easy to define exaetly its proportions!
These necessary proportions turm out to be a square of 30 and
the diagonal of a 1 x 7 wectangle. This diagonel links the een-
tre of the eross on which it is constructed to the centve of the
path, which is the 'minotaur' point as it were (see figures). It
is the point of retumrn.

Soon after I had made this out, I was delighted to fimd in
Sehwaller de Lubiez's Book about the ancient Egyptians, The Tem-

le of Man, that they considered this diagonal as sacred and
that part of the Temple at Luxor was econstructed upon it.

THIS MADE ME ENQUIRE further concerning the properties of a

1 x 7 diagonal. I realized that it was an integral part of a
3:4:5 Pythagorean triangle, forming a 450 or 1/84h angle with
the hypotenuse (see fig 3). And equally’ the diagonal of a 7 x 17
reetangle bears the same relationship to a 5:12:13 triangle (and
a 7 x 23 rectangle diagonal to a 8:15:17 triangle, as in fig 4-).
To fiind this diagonel for amy Pythagorean triangle is an easy
matter. Subtraect the first two mumbers (eg 4 — 3 = 1) and then
add them together (4 + 3 = 7). Equally 12 - 5 = 7, and 12 + 5 =
17 eta. o4

7
Fig 5 Maze, Magic Square of
Jupiter and 8:15:17 triangles

Magic Square of Jupiter
elated 8:15:17 triangle.

e mumbers aeross = 17 1/8th or 45° angle formed by

0 =17 6 +11 = 17 - y
and diagonmls= 34 8 x15 8?% z g 23 diagonals:

15 + 8 = 23

is nmot all. Pythagorean triangles relate closely to Magic
'es® and one of these magic squares, that of Jupiter, re-
iy in its overall presentation, to a square of 30. So a
rr ecarr be made showing a Maze, a Magic Sguare and Pwthag—
. triangles all fitting closely together ?fig 5). The tri-
s will be of the 8:15:17 variety.

le this diagram presents a teasing problem that is quite
id me to solve. Energy is locked away here I can't help but
What could be donme about it?

: Pendragon is sometimes a romantic jourmal, perhaps I could
ie it in this way. There is a damsel in distress at the cen-
'f the Maze; where is the doughty kmight who come t9 release
md by so doing set the whole thing in motion, turning and
1ing and giving off a newer, bBetter, purer source of energy?
i look now but isn't that a dragon, lurking behind a bend,
ng to muddy up their cleaner, purer source of energy and
itehing to make it more expensive!

7 * See A Glimpse of the Grail and

459 Project for the Year 2000 (50p
each from Patricia Villiers—Stuart

12 Empress Place, London SW6).

5~ Evan Hadingham Ancient Carvin in
4| i Britain (Garnstese T974) aod

anet and Colin Bord The Secret
Gountry (Paladin 1978) both have

3 illustrations of this maze. C L
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have long been

and identify

14 like to be

ere people I
SHnUUlU respe¢ty Ll 1 meL Lnem wvoudy. L au nus verieve they were
fools or savages, although I do sineerely believe that under
the misguidance of such latecomers to these parts as Druidism
and Christianity +they did fall into the vile and barbarous
ways for a while. The Irish Book of Invasions has suggested that
the first people to arrive here were from Afriea and from Spain.
The possibilities of the Berbers and the Basques being the dir-
ect descendants of those original invaders is one I have been
investigating though not without diffieulty. I have established
certain' 1inks in the bloodgrouping and am beginning to have some
success with the language. Tor for example can mean pregnant
womb, or hill in Basque, so it has passed through certain Celtic
languages intaet, and from its presence in different parts of
the country, and more precisely its absence, you can see where
the Basque influence is strong and where not. Certainly orme
finds it im Spain (Torre Molinos), but most impressively through
out the West Country.

Welsh Mor = the Sea. The Ancient Kingdom of Morgana (if we call
it that for laek of better information) has been eroded to a
smaller area known as Glamorgan or Morganwg. However if you take
the larger area once occupied by this sea-based people it in-
¢ludes the whole of the Severn Basin with arms extending inland.
It corresponds with a eertain area grouping of Long Barrows
known as the Severn-Cotswold group. South of the Severn these
people left their legends in the form of Morgan le Fay at Glas-
tonbury, inextricably wound into the myth of Arthur and Merlin,
showing that the sea moors of Somerset were once part of Mor-
gana.

In order to trace this possibility I invented a new form of
archaeology known as a telephone-directory dig. To do this, take
out all the telephone-directories in the library (not the Yellow
Pagea) and stack them in piles, and place your pocket ealeulator
ready for use. The apply the Morgan Index. The Morgan Index is
the number of Morgans in the directory as a percentage of the
number of total entries in the directory. Rather than counting
Morgans I measured columns and divided them into the number of
pages each of which has four columns. This gives you the Morgan
Index for a particular telephone area.

I know that not everyone's on the phone etc., but it gives an
indication. Having then plotted all the results on a map you can
see for yourself that the Morgan Index for S Wales is 1.42 (for
the Swansea area) and 1.13 (Cardiff). North Wales is lower than
Bristol. The Outer Hebrides is the lowest in the country being
the furthest from Morgansland. The map speaks for itself. I had
hoped that Somerset would show a high Morgan Index but this was
not to be. However, this telephone dig did ceconfirm that origin-
ally Morgans were people who caﬂg from Glamorgan. I was origin-
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