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NOTICEBOARD 
TRISTAN LIVES! Nineteen-eighty has 
been the Year of Tristan. Apart from 
Tim Porter's opera and Welsh National 
Opera's production of Wagner's music­
drama ( on tour 1979-80), at l east t,,.-o 
other Tristans have been before the 
public. Gillian Whitehead's Tristan 
and Iseult was g i ven a hearing on BBC 
Radio 3 (15.4 .80). This chamber-opera 
in 13 s cenes was descri bed as a 'med­
ieval' version of the romantic myth , 
with a libretto by Malcolm Crowther 
and Michael Hill . Look out for a 
possible repeat -- it repays careful 
listening. And the Cornish Miracle 
Theatre Company acted out Bill Scotts 
dramatie version of Tristan in August 

actually on Castle Dore, the Dark Age eart.hwork associated with 
Drustanus and Cunomorus (Observer Magazine 3.8.80). Write to the 
Miracle Theatre, 36 St Austell St , Truro, for future production 
details. 

TRIST~N STUDIES ASSOCIATION. This association was founded in 
1977 "'to continue the investigation ind.tiated by Andre de Man~ 
dach and J·ohn Lawlor to find the precise location of the grave 
of Tristan, and possibly that of Iseult 11 • The Society is for the 
moment being kept small in numbers, and ad hoc meetings are usu­
ally held in the Fowey area in late spring after an investiga­
tion (Dr Colin Bristow has been involved in current fieldwork). 
Application for membership can be made to Prof John Lawl or , MA 
DLitt FSA, Dept of English , University of Keele, Keele, Staffs 
ST5 5BG. 

~•o-LO OLDE INEWS ••',%" me:~ 

CAMELOT ... OR THE SECOND ROME? Susan G'a itley of Castleford, W 
Y'orks, sends us a cutting from her loeal paper concerning 
"amateur archaeologist Ron Jefferies" , .. ho is currently working 
on a book alb:out the Arthurian legend. "Historians have tried to 
find out about the legend of King Arthur in the south of Eng­
land II he says, 11·but I believe Sir Lancelot , the Kn·ights and 
King
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A:r;thur were based in the north. I'm trying to find evidence 
of Camelot being based in the North." Not a very novel hypothe­
sis, but Mr Jefferies has another theory about Castleford . "I've 
read that the Romans had a city in Britain, knol'm as Rome Secun­
das (sic) ... I think that Castleford could have been that second 
Rome ... It is really quite possible that Castleford could have 
been a massive centre for the Romans." Comments, please! 

RITUAL DOWN UNDER Morris dancing is alive and kicking (accord­
ing to the Bristol Evening Post 1.9.80) in Fiji, where it is a 
"popular attraction for tourists and the locals . 11 Two ex-members 
of, :r;espectivel~, the Exeter and the Bathampton Morris direct it 

• and Fijians are told it der ives f:rom Ch:uistian ( ?) religious 
ceremonies associated with seasonal eustoms and festivals. The 
Antipodeans are no stl"an11;ers however to ll'itual dancing; nearby 
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Vanuaatu (forme;ly the New Hebrides) has a Duke-of-Edinburgh-is­
God ea:ult on Tanna I sland (see "Le Roi Perdu" in Vol XIII No 2) 
among tlte Iounhanan tribe. In the school boys only learn the old 
customs and legends, the spiritual properties of stones , the 
tribe~s ancest:ual memories; and the "dai ly PE period is for rit­
ual dancing orrlyA• (see Olb'server Magazine 11. 5.80). (Tanna, inci­
dentally, is the island of the famous Cargo Cult, and Prince 
Philip is one of many fol"eignel"s ident ified as the "Big Man·", 
John Frum, who will land on a volcano in· an· aerodynamic Noah's 
Ark to "bani sh illness, conf'er· immortality, and distribute con-
sumer du:tl'ables" . ) Nearby Malekula Island too is noted for its 
Stone Age labyrinthine dances, so Morris dancing would come as 
no surprise to t hem ei the1!'. 

DARK AGE WELLS Recent excavations by· CRAAGS, the Committee on 
Rescue Archaeology in Avon, Glos and Som, has revealed a long 
settlement period for Wells· (Som), from the mesoli thic to the 
recent past . B'etween· Roman *Fontanetum and an 8th century, Saxon 
cemetery very little has l!leen revealed as Dark Age bar a small 
:fragment of a Roman-type stone inscription·. Thi s is dated as ei­
the:tl' late Roman or, if sub-Roman, then probably a 5th/6th centuzy 
tombstone (Current Archaeology No 73 p39). Tombston~s of an Ar­
thurian date ar-e rare this far east, and of e·ourse Glastonbury 
is not faF distant. 

W1e would be glad to rec·eive eutt in-gs and other relevant items 
for inelusion in "Old News" and 11 N·oticeboali"d" . 

Crosses in~orporated 
into a wall from the 
old parish of Temple 
Church, Bodmin· Moor. 
Illustli"ation by· 
Christine Bristow. 

REVIEW 
John Michell The Old Stones of Land's Errd (Pentacle Books, 
6 Perry· Rd, Bristol 1 1979 £3.95) 
(This review fi1!'st appeared in 1974 when the hardback was pub-
lished.) . 
"In May 1971 we reporled on· an Easter trip to the West Penw1th 
peninsula, •an~iently the chosen land of the gian~s•, to help 
John briefly with his work on alignments of stand:i.ng stones and 
c~osses. This book should convince all but the most pe:rrverse 

-of the existence of alignments, and its maps, photographs and 
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prints prove their deliberate design by• prehistoric (but not 
primitive) Briton-s of four thousand or so ~ars ago. 

More important, however, are the conclusions reached as to the 
purposes behind this vast landscape engineering. Certainly their 
positi<:>ning may- be partly· due to astronomical reasons, . partly to 
geological; either way their influence, both for physical health 
and for general feFtility, is their strongest character, as 
Feaders of John's earlier books will know. It seems that their 
raising coine-ided with the establishment of settled agricultural 
e-ommunities which succeeded a pastoral, nomadic order: 1The 
Aust:iralian aborigines, who nevel" Feached the stage of megalithic 
tec·hnology, or, to put it anotheF way, never degeneFated to the 
point where it became ne<C'essary, hold certain points in· their 
country to be sacred by virtue of an inherited quality in no way 
appa1!'ent to the un·initiated.' In B'.l"itain, these spots (now rep­
resented by standing stones, both pagan and christianised) were 
'places to vvhich the old wandering people returned at regular 
intervals, guided there by the corrfigurations of the stars and 
landmarks on the horizon.•· 

And what did they · come for? This is the question that special­
ists irr various disciplines -- archaeologi'sts, astronomers, dow­
seFs, anthropologists and ley~hunters alike -- should be attemp­
tin-g to answer. The solution o.f this question is vital to our 
future well-being, and it is towards this solution that this 
book points." 

Also available from the Pendragon- Society at £4.00 including 
postage and packing. 

SPECIAL OFFER TO 
PENDRAGON' MEMBERS : 

Riclta:i:rd Hoskins' 
Westwal!'d to All"tliur, 
normally £1.95, is 
available post-free 
t~embers for on-ly . 

~1-50! . • 
Limif6d pe.~iod on!J. 

Left A dubious attempt to soothe king 
Mark v•ith harp-playing· by· a quizzic-

• al 'Tristan, fl"om a 14th century 
• floor tile. ·Below Isolde laments 

over the body of the dead Tristan, 
from a ~el!'lllan 15th century woodcut 
of T:i:ristan. 
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REVIEWS 
Sir Thomas Malo 's Tales of Kin Arthur Edited and abridged 
wi h an introduction by Michael Senior Collins 1980 £9.95) 

~ Ir THE FACE OP' IT there doesn·•t seem to be very much room . 
'1;,17for yet another potted Morte D'Arthur. Editions of va~ing 
length and fidelity to the original have been churned out in­
aessantly since the great boom of the early nineteenth century. 
It is. ·.possible to lay one's hands on a version with almost _ 
any required combination of stonies and tales extract~d from a 
whole variety of sources. However , when all the techniques and 
conventions of modern photographic reproduction have been mar­
shalled against one's 'editorial' resistanc~ it is difficult 
not to submit to the kind of visual seduction so often a feat­
ure of historical, mythological and legendary publications 
these days, and to welcome just one more piece of wood to the 
already considerable log-pile. 
The author of Myths of Britain (reviewed in the spring edition 
of Pendragon) now offers us an opulently produced e~ition ?f, 
as it is described, "one of the most potent forces in English 
literature". It is asserted, somewhat dubiously, that Malory is 
"rarely read" today. The question of whether this is saiif- in 
order to distract our attention fTom the necessary act of dup­
lication incurred in publ-ishing a book of Arthurian Stories, is 
perhaps overridden by tne sheer e:ffort that has gone int? the 
presentation. After all, the status of the.book, as physical 
object in an age of disposaQle paperbae~s, has largely c?me full 
circle to the point where presentat ion is -as much a selling . 
point as content. Where historical texts are c9ncerned, especi­
ally when dealing with a much revered source like Malory, the 
boox is as much a valuable possession to the modern-day enthus­
i ast as was the illuminated parchment book to the med~eval col­
lector. On these terms, Senior's version of the Malorian roman­
ces stand above many strong compet itors. 
The author has attempted to retain the a~mosphere of ~alory, up­
holding the archaic diction whilst updating the spelling and_ 
punctuation. The "great .length and discursiveness" of the orig­
inal possibly a hind!rallce to the modern. reader, has been passed 
unde~ the editorial eye. The "major stories and sub-pl?ts" are 
nurtured with a distinctly mid-twentieth cent';U'Y_novelistic . 
feeling though Malory was not nearly so disciplined. Yet this 
urge to'out-Malory Malory poses a puzzling question as to.what 
kind of audience Senior is aiming at. He has chosen to omit what 
he calls "subsidiary matter -- largely detailed descriptions ?f 
tournaments -- which were of absorbing.interest to a late medi­
eval audience but now serve only to obscure the main themes." 
The young would most likely have enjoyed most the parts that are 
left out, whilst the purist may begin t? have_second t~oug~ts 
about the whole idea. Nevertheless, Senior's ~ntroducti?n incor­
porates a responsible analysis of the_synthesis ?f Celtic, Con­
tinental and Romano-British elements in the stories, lil"!-d also 
dutifully explains that the edition is based ?n a combi~ed Cax­
ton-V.'inehester text, presumably of the author s ?wn. making. 
(This edition, also, usefully inaludes an index incidentally.) 
The illustrations, which punctuate the ~ext :hythmically, k~ep 
well up with the ever-rising standards in this area of publica-
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tion. The images are predominantly m~dieval, some better kno~~ 
tha~ others, and a sense_of medieval story is encouraged by a 
string of manuscript miniatures fro m Lestoire de Merlin and 
Lan·celot du Lac. To split hairs thOUf'.h, the Morrisian cap itals 
at t~e h~ad of each chapter are slightly out of key with the 
Gothi~ title~. The illuminated display of Arthurian images is 
most_impressive, though blatantly in vogue at the present time. 
Sensibly, . Senior steers well clear of Pre-Rapl,aelite pictures 
in the main text, cont ent only to offer us a few in the intro­
duct ion which features Hunt's some1•·hat Persian Lady of Shalott 
(why not Waterhouse's?), Hughes's visionary Sir Galahad , and 
Archer's spectacular Death of Arthur . 

In many ways this volume stands as a complement to Richard 
Barber's recent Arthurian Legends anthology (Boydel l Press 1979) 
i n the ever-ascending thrust towards a revival of the visual in 
conjunction with the literary, awareness of our Arthurian he;i­tage. 

PETER K GRIFFITHS 

Geoffrey Ashe A Guidebook to Arthurian Britain (Longman , Lon­
don & New York 1980 £6.50) 

"iRTHURIAN BRITAIN" rs ' AND HAS 
always been , a very elusive 

ting . Travellers throughout the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centur­
~es marvelled at sites and objects 
in the landscape which purportedly 
bore silen t testimony to the pres­
ence of Britain's greates t folk­
hero. John Stuart Glennie in the 
mid-nineteenth century , following 

. .. . his antiquarian nose but led by a 
more than incidenta~ nationalistic prejudice , attempted to loc­
ate the Ar~hur of history and romance solely in the wi ld and 
rugged enviro~ment of Scotland. He based this hypothesis on his 
tour o~ Scott7sh _p laces associated with the legendary figure , 
and bri~fly dismissed the claims of Wales, the West Country , and 
even Britt~y, _t o be the home of the long-lost king. The topo­
~raphical instinct has never quite left. all discussion of ArthuI,L 
ian matters , and has become of increasing interest with the . 
growth of archaeology. in t~is century. Such links fl"i th . the past 
h~ve become more precious in our time hedged as they are by a 
kind of cultural panic owing to the accelerating spread of urban 
development and the corresponding con-traction of the "landscape". 
To recover, and rediscover , as much of the Arthurian landscape 
in whatever form, therefore, seems a laudable enough task . A11' 
those who have_at one time or another rummaged through the in­
dexes of Glennie, Snell, Chambers and others making lists of all 
pl~ces of "p~lgrimage" will t1•elcome with open arms this use-ful 
guidebook which has done the job for them. Geoffrey Ashe, that 
stalw~~ of modern Arthurianism, if nut exactly attempting a 
definition of Arthurian Britain, has harnessed bett1•een t¥10 cov­
ers the physical co-ordinates of that 11·spirit of place" that is 
so powerful in the historical landscape. He seeks among rocks 
trees, and other guidebooks the reflections of a legendary goid­
en age. The pursuit is largely confined to "places which can be 

. found on the map and visited," of which there are over one hun­
• 5 



dred and fifty. But the whole business of "tracking Arthur over 
the map" can be both fruitful and frustrating, Arthur being a 
much-travelled figure, attested by stories of which some are as 
misleading as others are historically illumiriating. Ashe's char­
acteristically intelligent and considered commentary, however, 
maintains a sensible perspective. 

A gazetteer such as this is always liable to imply a larger 
overall study of the nature of Arthurian topography. The intro­
duction is helpful but brief, and perhaps could go further to­
wards proposing a coherent view of the predominant features and 
most puzzling anomalies of the landscape in· question . Most of 
the analysis can be found in the individual entries of places , 
though some illuminating comments do beg further speculation. 
"Since the romance image of King Arthur and ... the Knights of 
the Round Table has long been the aceepted one, it is strange 
how little impact it has had on Arthurian place-lore . " The quin~ 
tessential Arthur, it would seem , resides in the wild places and 
remote regions of this island, and has never figured strongly in 
the history of any of the major cities which may have been ac­
tive during his time. Again, it is pointed out perceptively that 
part of the spell of treading the pathway's of Arthur ' s country 
is that the traveller is "exploring mysteries which have never 
been- entirely resolved ." Examination of the landscape in fact 
reveals at its earliest stages the process by which Arthur is 
dilated from human to god-like status. The mechanics of "mythi­
fication" are comprehensively indexed in the extraordinary range 
and variety of sites and stories generated by the Arthurian 
legend, a perspective which supports and illuminates the liter­
ary development in the crucial period between the eighth and 
ninth centuries and the fifteenth century. 
It is distinctly the reservation of the committed enthusiast to 
observe that perhaps a more detailed annotation of sources could 
have been .inserted t o accompany the text. Ashe's writing, whilst 
being clear and crisp, is generally allusive in accordance with 
the gazetteer format of the book itself . The book is a field­
guide rather than a volume for academic reference and, as such, 
encourages the reader to get out into the landscape and see for 
himself. But in one or two instances, notably the Badon debate, 
a more comprehensive survey of available commentaries would have 
been valuable. 
It would be rash not to endorse wholeheartedly the presence of a 
guide such as this . The traveller has at his disposal a large 
choice of sites, precise map references and directions, and the 
authoritative summary of the author. The book is also provided 
with black and v1hite photographs, sometimes of rarely seen ob­
jects such as the Nanteos cup and the Alderly carved head . Ian 
Newsham' s line and 11·ash drawings, mainly images of anecdotes at­
tached to sites, are ho11·ever occasionally out of key with the 
atmosphere of the text. One depicts the death barge with Morgana 
le Fay watching over the Arthurian figure which is improbably 
clad in the arms, long moustache and tubular basinet of the 
Black Prince. Nevertheless, the user of this book will be heart­
ened and stimulated by the concluding optimism which distingui­
shes so much of Geoffrey Ashe's writing on the subject: that the 
quest for Arthur's Britain is "worth pursuing . The presence can 
be evoked. The tradition lives." 

PETER K GRIFFITHS 
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"WAS KING ARTHUR A CORN'ISHMAN? Did he ever reside at Tintagel? 
Did he indeed ever come to Cornwall? I have heard it stated 
that he was a Scotsman ... 11 

Anon., Cornish N""otes and Queries 1906 

Well might Anon conceal his name, for the 
response, deep and heart-felt, affirmed that 
Arthur was a true Cornu-British chief, born 
and bred in Cornwall although he may have 
f ought in Se-otland . Moreover, he was much 
better than the Welsh Arthur, to whom legend 
aseribed aeis litt le better than tyrannous -­
or so said Mr· Lach-Szyrma, an ardent Cornu­
phile of the time. Sueh loyalties reflect t he 
nationalist fervour of post-Victorian Corn­
wall: in 1904, when the Pan-Celtic Congress 

of Ca:rmar:von formally admitted Cornwall t o the ranks of the Cel­
t i c nations (an event compa!!able to the Sorr weleoming the Prodi­
gal Father), a telegram in Corrrish was sent to a delegate. 

"I am delighted to know that Cornwall has been raised again 
to her rightful plaee amongst Celtic peoples. What a happi:­
ness is in my heart! Tintagel, be our faith and our fountain 
of inspiration! One and All." 

Unfortunately the Cornish seems to have been garbled in trans­
mission, and it has taken the efforts of two modern scholars, 
Beryl Mercer e.nd Julyan Holmes, to put it i nto English, poss i bly 
for the first time. Their work is appreciated. 

We see that the Cornish nevival instinctively turns to Tintagel 
as a spiritual centre, . with all its legends of Arthur who is 
said to fly about its crags · in the form of a chough, that eeri e 
bird like a raven, cunning and talkative, once coinmon irr those 
parts and featured in the armorial bearings of native-born Corn­
ishman for many centuries. It may well be that Cornish folk saw 
the translation of Arthur to Avalon as a voyage into the lost 
lands of Kernow, the anaient kingdom ravaged by the seas -- per­
haps to Lyonesse, that great forest-land bet11•een the south coast 
and the Soillies which was swallowed-up by the devouring sea. 
There are legends at Portquirr, on· the nor.th coast, about the 
loss of the entire fishing fleet and the cries of drowning men 
heard in rough weather. Perhaps the cries of the chough are the 
laments for Arthur's Lyonesse. 

ORNWALL draws •its strength from many sources, and not least 
from . the weal th of legends that Time has washed onto its 

s ores. What is more endearing· than the ·lines in the Padst ow and 
Helston, Maytime songs about Aunt Ursula Birdwood and Aunt Mary 
Moses? 

"G'od bless Aunt Mary Moses, with all her migl;J.t and power-o, 
And send us peace in merl'y England, both by day and mght-o." 
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Whoever those aunties ,.,ere, Aunt was used by w?.,y of respect for 
old people, and Aunt Ursula may be a memory of St Ursula who 
was martyred at Cologne together vl'ith 11000 virgins. Slie was a 
Cornish princess who took the girls to Brittany as wiYes for 
Conan Meriadoc's men, and he was a descendant of King Lear, a 
4th century ruler of Cornwall. Conan had gone abroad to seek a 
kingdom, and a memorial tablet found at Cologne seems t-o confirm 
the mass martyrdom; although some s.ay that the inscription was 
misread, antl that Ursula took only a servant-girl named Undeci­
millia, mean~ng 11000 in Latin. Why· the poor girl should be num­
bered and not christened is not explained , and were there not 
11000 nubile virgins in Kernow? 
Padstow has other claims to fame than Aunt Ursula Birdwood. In· 
1542 the historian Leland was c::0mmissioned by Henry VIII to 
assess monastic properties with a view to confiscation, and 
whilst doing so he noted a lo<ral tradition that King Arthur had 
been born at Padstow. Doubtless he also beceme awal"e that the 
town was on the R Camel and only about 10 miles fl"om Tintagel 
with its Arthurian legends, ancient even then. He had already 
observed whilst travelling in Somerset that ·the villagers of S 
Cadbury believed that Camelot had been thereabouts and says no­
thing of the similarity between Camelot and the R Camel. Perhaps 
he was wise to avoid probing too deeply into Cornish beliefs, in 
view of what onc·e took place at Bodmin·. In the year 1113 mne 
French monks toured Britain· in order to raise funds for Laon 
cathedral, and in Cornwall they found a firm conviction that Ar­
thur was alive and would return. When one of their servants 
rashly disputed this in Bod.min church, there was an uproar which 
nearly ended in bloodshed. 

At that time, Cornwall was smarting under 
the Worman yoke, and the ballad-singers who 
had followed the Conqueror found receptive 
ears for the Breton tales of Arthur. Britta­
ny and Cornwall were both subject to William 
and their kinship was renewed by· mean~ of 
the traditions v•hich they shared. The faith 
in Arthur's return became part of a resist­
ance-movement against the Normans until both 
parties were threatened by the French, 
whereupon the Normans, by an act of genius, 
recruited all their Celtic subjects llly· 

whole-heartedly adopting the Arthurian legends and claiming to 
be the true heirs of the King: a policy set out most plausibly 
in Geoffrey of Monmouth's Histoq of the Kings of Britain (ca 
1137). Thereafter, the poets of he French court did their oest 
to belittle Arthur, and some of their efforts were as subtle as 
any modern propaganda campaign. The tale of the Fisher ~ing who 
appeared in disguise to Perceval is a goo~ exam~le. He 7s al~o 
the Grail King, and a sinner v·ho has committed incest ,...,1th his 
sister. So, too, in the Welsh tradition, did Arthur, anu thus 
both Arthur and Perceval his !might are derided. Perceval app­
ears to be a simpleton deceived by a liar. 
Behind this tale is a play on ~ords between p~cher to fish and 
Pecher to sin v•hich the medieval Prench cunningly exploited: or 
so it seems. The long Cornish peninsula, thrusting like a ship 
into the ·western seas, imposes a maritime air on its ·peo~le, and 
as a result there has alv:ays been hostility between Cornish and 
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Breton fishermen who claim equal rights. Hence crime and fi sh­
ing go together, and what is fishing to one is a crime to an­
other. Consider the sorey tale of the Pilchard which is said to 
be the only true Cornish fish and the basis of Pilchard Pie . In 
Edwardian days it was soused inr- oil at Mevagissey and sold to 
gourmets far and wide , until the despieable French p~chers mar­
keted Le Sa:udine in a typical Gallic ploy for sellirrg to fools 
in London the pilchard fry· poaehed from Cornish waters. What, 
one may ask , is Le Sa:udine? The word is G':ueek in origin , meaning 
bitter fish, and is used fo:ir "a small fish of the herring family 
abundant a:uountl the island of Sardinia , and potted with olive 
oil :ffo:u· export" . In faet, a nothirrg-word, and one can see why 
fishermen are said to be the biggest liars, or why fishing and 
sinning are almost the same in French. 
We take these attitudes from Col!'Itish Notes and Que:uies be cause 
they seem relevant to the Matter of Col"Ilwall as it developed, 
and as it was seen by various Cornuphiles in 1906 . The Kir.bi om 
of Kernow remains as it always was, a shining land for to the 
west of Cape Cornwall, and in sight of Lyonesse. This is exactly 
where it should be, and tourists will continue to find that its 
spinit is duty-free. 
{s) S L Birchby 1980 

lllustraticn by Kate Pdlard 

LYONESSE mike pollard 
THE ISLES OF SCILLY lie about 30 miles to the SW' of Land's End, 
and due possibly, until recently, to their inaccessibility have 
attracted much romance and speculation . The idea for examp+e 
that irr former ti.mes the islands were attached to the mainland 
and that on this land bridge there were formerly woods and 
fields and 140 parochial c:hurches all now submerged between the 
Mount and the Isles .of Scilly ... This account from William of 
Worcester is 15th c:entury, and his Itinerary parallels evidence 
from manuscripts housed in the Abbey of Mont St Michel in Nor­
mandy dating f:uom the 13th century. Subsequently many investiga­
tors have been convinced of the authenticity of the legend , and 
in 1927 O GS Crawford came to the conclusion that after l engthy 
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investigation the substance of the Lyonesse myth is true. His 
account is published in Antiquity Vol 1, and he thought that 
within prehistoric times there did actually exist a land-bridge 
which is now covered by the sea. Geologically it would seem that 
if a land-bridge had existed it would have be·en subme:i;ged by the 
rising sea-level at the end of the last Ice Age; ce:utainly pre­
historic! However, it's not too much . of an imagination-stretch 
to conceive that during Roman times the now sepaFate islands 
werre on·e land mass, albeit dis<ronneeted from the mainland.* 
The Sylina Insula of the Roman writers was used I believe as a 
penitential eolony: · Alcat:i;az rather than Lyonesse it would seem. 
Certainly there are remains of settlements visible on' the beach­
es at low tide, and aerrial photos through the c:uystal-clear 
water show the unmistakable featu:i;es of a prrehist oFic settlement 
on the sea-bed.i 
Fol' my' part I don• t see the neeessi ty·· of trying to establish the 
exact location of a legend orr the exaet identity of a super-hero 
on whatever. Myths grow over, hundreds, peI'haps thousands of 
yeans, and whatever their original truth it is now obscured by· 
t:ranslation· and interpretation, ideas and investigation; disec­
tion which for me at least detracts f:i;om both the stol"Y and the 
place. Whether the Scillies were the lost lands of Ly,onesse o:i; 
not seems to be immaterial. If one a.an· stand on the shore of 
Tresco orr St Martin's and watch the sunset, and possibly eate·h a 
glimpse of the romancre of Tristan and Isolde, well perhaps that 
is a seCITet place that words canrrot describe. If not, there's 
this nice little pub on St Maey's ... 

:t: It's interesting to note that the Scillies have a higher con­
crentratiorr of chambered tombs per· acre than Cornwall. 

* Editor's note: Recent nesearch by Prof Cha:i;les Thomas and Dr 
Peter. Fowler has questioned the Lyonesse-Scillies equation (see 
"Lyonesse Revisited" in Antiquity 53, 1979 pp 175-89). The Lyon,_ 
ease legend was linked vdth Tristan and Arthur about 1150, but 
Lyorresse lay between Land's End and the Scillies. Further, it is 
a:i;gued that the Isles were one insula as late perhaps as the 
15th century, certainly in the Darl!' Ages. Lyorresse must there­
foI'e be sought somewhere else -- the Breton• Leonais or the 
Scottish Lothians? Any comment s ? (See Popular Al"chaeology May 
1980 pp 22-5) 
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0 (The Welsh Triads.) 
Fnom Pendragon Feb 1967 Vol II No 1 

The name Tristan derives from Dr:rstan which derives from t he 
primitive Celtic Drust anos. He is the DI!J"stan map Tallwch (map 
= son· of) who appears so frequently in Welsh tradition as one 
of A:rrthur ' s contemporaries with Kai, Bedwyr and March. He occurs 
in about six of the Welsh TI>iads (including the famous orre of 
the "Three Powe:rful Swineherds") in which he is called "son of 
Tallwch" ' but March is called his uncle: 

Drystan "kept the pigs of Mar~h son of Meirchyon, while the 
swineherd went on a message to Essyllt. AI'thur, March , Kei and 
Bedwyr came all four, but could not get a single pigling out 
of him , by ruse, force or theft ." 

Drust, son of Talorc (fl c780) I have seen quoted before as be­
ing examples of Pictish names but I have never s-een him equated 
with Drystan , sorr of Tallwch. As the latter was early sixth cen­
tury and located in Cornwall and the South Wales area, I fee l 
they were too far apart in time and space to have been the same 
pe:rson. But certainly Tristan and Tallwch are Pictish names, as 
was probably Kulhwch, the cousin of Arthur . These, I feel, are 
more likely to have been the result of mixed marriages rathe r 
than an indication of former residenc~. Professional warriors 
and raiders were always inclined to trave• ! 

King Mark may have been Marcus Marcianus who appears as March 
son of Mei:r,chiawn in Welsh traditional matter so often as on·e of 
Anthur's court. (I suspect that the two men named Mark are poss­
ibly father and son: King Mark, and a son Marcus Marcianus -­
Latin -- who is the same son March son of Meirchiawn -- Brython 
language.) His Roman name identifies him with the Arthur theme 
but does not go so well with the note I have also that the King 
Mark of the legend was of Irish descent, although living in 
Cornwall. I think it is ·quite feasible that he was a sub-king 
(sub-regulus) under Constantine. Many Irish settled in parls of 
Cornwall and South Wales, probably under the "hiving-off" system 
as the main tribal areas became congested, and established 
small G'oidelic kingdoms. I suspect that they were of a particul­
ar Irish tribe or• descent who were acceptable to the British , 
e.g. pure Celts, as I am not at all certain that all the inhabi-
tants of Ireland in those days were "Q" Celts.* • 

(It is a nuisance so many people using the same name: Drust, and 
Drustanus/Tris tan; Gereint -- probably the family name of sever­
al Devon princes; March -- other men may have had this name al­
ready; and Constantine, Cornwall family princes who started the 
Royal Corneu lin~. He came back to Britain when Magnus Maximus 
was attempting to become the Emperor of the West in the 4th cen­
tury, and was killed with his son Victor after the battle on the 
Continent.) 11 



That Mark had another name, Curromorus, is attested in "The Lives 
of the Saints" (9th cent). This is the name which appears on the 
early sixth aentury memorial stone at Castle Dore and is in­
scribed DRVSTANVS HIC IACIT / CVNOMORI FILIVS (Drustanus here 
lies of Cunomorus the son). This storre is considered to witness 
the former existence of both Tristan and Mark and provides part 
of the evidence for a Cornish background.** 
There is some possibility that people may have had two names in 
those days. Cunedda or Cunedag, the chieftain of the Votadini 
who led most of the tribe into North Wales, had a British name, 
Cunos Degos (The Hound of the Gods) but all his ten sons had Ro­
man names, and the father may also have had a Roman name. Cuno­
morus also appears to be a British name with a derivation from 
Cunosmorus (The Hound of Death?). It is interesting to see these 
examples of Celtic affinity Y,ith the Latin language in the same 
roots appearing for the Latin words canis and deus. 
It mi_ght be considered material that Arthur's home has always 
been indicated as Kelly Rounds, near Wadebridge (Welsh tradition 
refers repeatedly to Kelliwic) which is only 20 - 30 miles north 
of Castle Dore, and both of these localities are at the two ends 
of the ancient trade route aaross Cornwall;** The Triad of the 
Three Powerful Swineherds would agree with the close proximity 
of their homes, and could indicate an echo of their younger 
days. 
Once again you have the elusive Irish echo coming into the Ar­
thur story. What lies behind the old story of the archer who 
shot an arrow into Ireland from Kelliwic? 11Medyr son of Medre­
dydd (Aim son of Aimer) from Celli Wig would hit a wren in 
Esgeir Oerfil in Ireland, exactly through its two legs" (Culhwch 
and Olwen in The Mabinogion). 

*Editor's note: "Q" Celts are a linguistic 
(the Goidels) to distinguish them from "P" 
See Gerhard Herm The Celts (Weidenfeld and 
for a simplified summary. 

division of the Celts 
Celts (the Brythons). 
Nicolson 1976) 204-5 

.~* See Richard Hoskins' own Westward to Arthur (Pendragon House 
;1978) pp6, 10. 

@)1967, 1980 

{/ Areas with parishes 
M.tned af ler 'lri sh' monks 
~ Qsam inscription 
B !>odmin Moor 
D bartmoor 
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WAGNER'S TRISTAN UljD ISOLDE wa11 in i t ■elf a musical / theatri cal 
~evolution. It wa11 so different to anything that had gone before 
in th~ world of opera that it11 propo11ed firet performance in Vi­
enna in 1861 wa11 abandoned al! hopele1111 after fifty-four rehearl!!­
a l11! It wae attempted eleewhere but the opera companies i n 
Carleruhe, Prague and Weimar all agreed the work wae impo e11 i ble. 
~he opera wae eventually given ite first performe.nce in Munich 
in 1865 under the patronage of King Ludwig of Bavaria. 
If it i ■ ~rong to consider any of Wagner's dramatic worke. al! op­
era then it ie doubly w~ong to consider Trietan as such . Wagner 
h~m■el~ called them Music Dramae; today we might call them exer­
c ise■ in 'Total Theatre' and it would be fair to eay that no-on e 
ha11 ever achieved that concept eo completely ae did Wagner mor e 
t han a hundred year11 ago. • • 

~chaikoveky_unwittingly drew attention to Wagner ' e mo11t radical 
innov~tion in· operatic technique when he eaid, di11paragingly, of 
the !_ling Cy~le, "I. cannot call mueic that which :i,I!! made up of 
kaleidoscopic flowing phrases that follow one another uninterr­
uptedly and never come to a close , which ie to l!!ay never allow 
the ear the e~allel!!t chance to gral!!p the musical ·form. Not one 
broad rounded melody, not a minute of rest· for the singer ! The 
latter mul!!t _always run after the orchel!!tra and watch not to loee 
hil!! note which has no more importance in the score tha.Ii some 
note for the fourth horn." 

Thia was the eeeential· difficulty of Wagner for the ·l9th century 
performer. Before Wagner, opera con■ieted largely of tune■ for 
the a~tore to sing with orcheetra1 accompaniment. Wagner's mue i~ 
(particularly Tristan) contained hardly any concerted music, be­
ing compose~ of themee ~d motif'■ woven together in a tapestry 
of ext~aordinary harmonic inteneity di!!!playing little that wae 
recognreed l:-t the t~me as. musical form. The singers' parte were 
scored in ~1th ~he inetruments of the orchestra producing a 
etructure in which worde, music and action were indivil!!ible. 
Wagner'e opera wae a theatrical/ mueical experience entered in­
to equally by actors, orchestra and audience. 

Triatan und Isolde wae, and ii!! still, the ultimate achievement 
of this concept. In it he hae combined Poetry, Mueic, Philo11ophy 
and Drama in a etructure eo meticulously and 11ymmetrically put 
together that it is almo11t tangible. 

The ~ri11tan etory ii!! well known and a very brief synopsis will 
euffic_e here. The hero comes to Cornwall as a youth and slays 
the Ogre Moraunt who has come from Ireland to demand tribute. 
Tristan is sorely wounded in .the fight and asks to be cast 
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adrift in the sea to die. Happily he comes ashore in Ireland 
and is cured by Moraunt •s fiancee, Isolde . Eventually she re­
cognises him as the killer of her betrothed but, impressed by 
his nobility, she allows him to return to Cornwall unharmed . 
On his return he tells King Mark of the beautiful Isolde and 
Mark dec1.des to have her as wife. He sends Tristan back to I r e­
land to fetch her. Isolde is less than enchanted at Tristan's 
willi ngness to act as Cupid on King Mark's behalf and Tristan 
does not help matters by holdi ng aloof from her on the return 
voyage out of fealty to Mark . 
Isolde resolves that she and Tristan shall die and, under the 
guise of proposing a drink of reconciliation, she orders her 
attendant, Brangwen, to prepare the death potion. Brangwen dis­
obeys her mistress and substitutes the love draught intended to 
cause Isolde to fall for Mark. The two drink, fall hopeless ly 
in love and can hardly be torn apart as M~r k comes aboard to 
meet his bride. • 

Isolde marries Mark but her love for Tristan proves too strong 
and they meet often in secret. Inevita bly Mark finds them out 
and Tristan is banished from Cornwall. Much ·later he marries 
another Isolde , Isolde of the White Hands , although when he is 
sev erely wounded in battle i t is the Cornish Isolde he sends for 
to heal his wounds. The ship bearing her is to hoist a white 
sail if she is aboard or a black sail if she is not. As the 
ship approaches Tristan asks Isolde of the White Hands whiah 
s ail it is and, out of jealousy, she lies that it is a black 
sail . Tristan dies in despair and Isolde dies shortly after when 
she hears of his demise.' 
This is the most often told tale of Tristan. Wagner used as his 
source a German version written about 1210 by Gottfried of 
Strasbourg in which Tristan does not marry the second Isolde. 
The Music-drama Tristan opens during the v oyage of Tristan and 
Isolae from Ireland to Cornwall. He follows the story closely 
until Mark's discovery of the lovers in the second Act. Her e 
Tristan provokes Melot, one of Mark's knights , and falls upon 
his sword. Kurwenal (Tristan's devoted companion) bears the hero 
away to Kareol, his deserted castle in Brittany. 
In the third and final act Tristan awaits Isoldewho has been 
summoned to heal his wounds . When the ship arrives he is over­
come with joy, re-opens his wounds and dies in Isolde's arms. 
Isolde, stricken with grief at the sight of her dead lover, lies 
do,m to die beside him. Mark, who has pursued Isolde, appears 
and Ku:rwenal, mad with grief, fights and kills the treacherous 
Melot, himself receiving a fatal wound in the contest . It trans­
pires that Mark has not come to avenge his wife's infidelity 
but , having learned of the love draught from Brangwen, to for­
give them . He declaims over the pair, "·Dead together, all are 
dead." Isolde rises as though from death, sings her 'Liebestod' 
and falls upon the body of Tristan . 
Tristan was written during an exceptionally traumatic period of 
Wagner ' s normally traumatic life . He was an exile from Gel"!llany 
due to his part in the Dresden uprising of 1848. His hopes of a 
Socialist Utopia were in ruins and his personal life was in sim­
ilar case. In this mood he turned to the philosophical pessimism 
of Schopenhauer. Some commentators eee much of Schop~nhauer in 
Tristan but I cannot help but feel this to be futile. Certainly 
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Schopenhauer influenced Wag­
ner ' s mind at the time but his 
interest in Buddhism and the 
l yrica l poetry of Calderon are 
more apparent inf luences on 
t he work i t self. 

Sch openhauer i n essence main­
tained that will ( i .e. the hu­
m':1-11 drive t o maintain the spe­
cies by procrea tion) was evil 
-and that only t hrough rigid 
denial of that will and event­
ual death could redemption be 
attained. Tristan is very 
nearly the antithesis of this 
where Wagner states, as no Eu­
ropean philosopher had before, 
that redemption and transc·end­
ence of ego and the world was 
possible through sexual love 
and its· sublimation . He be­
lieved that no man or woman 
alone constituted a human be­
ing. The human be i ng was t he 
unity of both and only in such 
a unity could Man find perfect 
consciousness . The death of 
t he l ove rs in Tr i stan i s n o 
final denial of, nor r elease 
from, Wi ll but the f inal sanc­
tifyi ng act of love which ren­
der s it bot h eterna l and invi­
ol able . 

Tri s tan und Isolde is enti r ely 
a human drama , Wagner himself 
s a i d of it : ~rt i s a world 
without God ." In t h i s he den­
ies even Ca lderon whos e r edem­
pt i on t akes place in t he total 
c ons ciousness of God. Wagner 
l ov ed the work of t hi s Spani s h 
dramatist perhaps above a ll 
others at this time and Tr i s t ­
an i s undoubtedly an aut oTa 
drama concerned with spiritual 
li f e , s uch a s the mystery 
plays ) aft er Calderon as op­
pos ed t o a e omedia whic·h i s a 
st o:zry c oncerned with events 
rather t han values . 

The librett o is quite ext r a­
ordina r y and seems t o hav e 
been ins pired by the aphorisms 
of Hera crlit us "the obs cure". 
The dialogue i s reduced t o 
what Nie t zeche called t he mos t 
"audacious conci s ion", of ten 
consi s ting of not hing mor e 
t han exclamations or symmetri-
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Above Is olde and Brangl!ne on 
board t he ship carrying them 
from I re land to Co:zmwall. 
Below Marke di scovers t he un­
fortunate lov ers at Tristan's 
Breton ea stle Kareol t oo l ate 
to f or giv e t hem . 1908 
(Illustrations: Byam Shaw) 



cal phrases such as "See I what she withholds, I withhold what 
she cannot see". Now not only the voice but the words themselves 
only have a significance as a part of the whole. Syntax and mus­
ical notation have become interchangeable, the whole is totally 
indivisible . Wagner has reversed our present-day assertion that 
the parts may determine the whole and created a monumentally 
complex work of art which can only be considered in its entire­
ty. 

Wagner, like Malory, Gottfried, Swinburne or Taylor has recreat­
ed and added to the Tristan story. Is it not extraordinary then 
that we who study and enjoy these stories do not accord to Wag­
ner, surely the giant among them, much more attention? Wagner's 
Tristan is not something to see or hear or read, it is something 
to experience. It is Art, Philosophy, Love, Music and Drama. It 
is all of these things and more than all of them . 

I shall leave the last word to Pierre LoOys who should strike a 
chord of sympathy (and hUD1our) in the hearts of all Wagner lov­
ers when he said, in a letter 110 Claude Debusey, 11We recently 
had aver., serious conversation on the subject of Richard Wag­
ner; I merely stated that Wagner was the greatest man who had 
ever existed and I went no further. I didn't eay he wae God Him­
self though indeed I may have thought something of the sort. 11 
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Tristan's mother dies 
in childbirth: how the 
French accounted for 
the hero's name by 
the sad (triste) circ­
umstances of his birth . 
(From a 15th century 
German woodcut) 

TRISTAN: 
SOURCES 

There are various so-called primary sources of the medieval 
Tristan legend: 
1 Thomas' Tristan (c 1160) 
2 Beroul's Norman Romance of Tristan (later 12th century) 
3 Eilhart von Oberge's Tristan {later 12th century) 
4 Anon The Madness of Tristan 
5 Gottfried von Strasburg's Tristan (early 13th century) 
6 The "Prose" Tristan 
Beroul and The Madness of Tristan are in a Penguin .translation 
by Alan S Fedrick, Gottfried and Thomas in another by AT Hatto. 
The beginning of Eilhart is summarised by EM R Ditmas in 
Tristan and Iseult in Cornwall (available from Pendragon House) 
and the Prose Tristan is the basis of Malory's "Tale". 

16 

I 

E . RINEE5~ . . E 
otl}e~tb 

IM PORTER 
ST AGES II, CHEAT ING THE OPERA 

11TRYSTAN AND ESSYLT" 
Earlier this y·ear I was faced with 
the task of making an operatic version 

of the tale of Tristan. This article is an 
account of the stages gone through in evolving a suitable ver­
sion· ot the story tor my purposes ... 

TRISTAN is a British story; as such it is complex, hybrid, 
reeking of red herrings, and overlaid with layer upon layer of 
storytellers' artistry and romancing. 
I'm convinced that one of the only possible ways to study the 
tangle of British mythology is by a comparative study of the 
purer Irish mythology. So to Irish mythology I went first . 

The first thing one notices is the similarity between the tale 
of Tristan and the Irish elopement stories of Deirdre and 
Diarmaid and Grainne. In each there is an old King, or leader, 
whose young bride runs oft with a hitherto trusted and unimpea­
chable household warrior: the two young lovers live a free and 
joyous life on the run , close to nature which almost seems to 
conspire in helping and concealing them: but eventually the old 
suitor eatches up with them, and the bride has to return to him. 
In some versions of the tales, a second elopement with the youn·g 
lover follows, setting up a cyclic pattern. One indeed would ex­
pect this in a tale with such clear seasonal characteristics. 
The young bride is a kind of spirit of nature, wooed alterriately 
by summer (the young lover) antl winter (the old bridegroom). So 
tar so good. 

But then a British tradition contused the issue for me. This is 
a Welsh version of Trystan, written doffll in the 15th century, 
,vhen the original significance of the tale was taking second 
place to the impulse towards "a good story": in it, the foll­
owing ingenious twist occurs . King Arthur, stepping in to adjud­
icate between Trystan and King Mark (who are snatching Essylt 
back and forth like t,.,o dogs ,"1th a bone) decrees that one lover 
shall have her while the leaves are one the trees, the other 
while the trees are bare. King Mark, the old suitor, as one 
would expect chooses winter (though the reason he gives .is the 
opportunity afforded by the longer nights!). But Trystan points 
out that holly and ivy keep their leaves all the year round, and 
thus he obtains Essylt for good! I liked this twist, so adopted 
it, together with the Welsh versions of the names "Tristan" and 
"Essylt" that go with it. But Trystan's clever ruse upsets the 
cyclic seasonal pattern, and so raises a ne~ issue -- that of 
the dislocation of nature by a rash and un,dttin11: human act. 
Trystan's character seemed t o be formin11: itself round thi s kinrl 
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of imJ?uls~ve and unthinking behaviour: I began to see him as a 
bungling innocent who, like Gawain in the Green Knight story 
l~aps boldly in· where angels fear to tread and then finds he ' has 
bit ten off more than he can chew (if you will pardon the mixture 
of metaphors) . 

An ~arl y inc~ dent in the story reinforces this . Tryst an , ne,vly 
arrive~ at King Mark's court, and unfamiliar with Cornish cus~ 
toms, _is outr~ged to discover that the kingdom pays an annual 
exorbitant tribute to Ireland . When the Iri sh champion arrives 
t? collect the tribute, Tcystan challengea and kills him, recei­
ving, how~ver, a vrnund for his painB whi ch refuses to heal natu­
rally. This_s~ ems uncommoruly like a cautionary tale : violate the . 
annual sacrifice, and the natural order will be upset. 

Like Gawain, Tcy~tan has to suffer the consequenc es of his rash­
~ess. Before ~e is done , he has to aton~ to Ireland by ridding 
it of a ravaging dragon·, t hus taking on the role of the Irish 
ahampion whom he killed. And his wound may only be healed by the 
t?uch of Essylt, t he King of Ireland 's daughter; this is not ea­
sily_achievea, since Essylt was the lover (or sister in some 
v ersions ) of the dead champion, and accordingly hat es Trystan. 
Trystan ends up heartily sorry that he did not mind his own 
business and let King Mark pay whatever tribute he liked. 

At this point we must ask ourselves what is meant by " Ireland" 
a~yway. No~ Ireland ~s we know it , I would suggest, but the Cel­
tic Other i orld . It is a met aphor found elsewhere in British 
mythology (in the Mabinog\ of Branwen , for instance); which is 
natura~ enough -- "an island beyond the western sea" is one of 
the chief ways of expressing t he Other World i n Celtic mythology 
and to those on the west ern shores of Britain, Ireland is just 
that. 

The Other World is the country of the Tuatha De Danann a race 
of illllll:ortal f olk who were expelled from our world by o~r own 
mortal anaest ors. These Celtic i mmortals are not "gods " as und­
ersto?d in C~assical mythology. Despite their ilDlllortality, they 
a~ die by vi olenae, and their magical powers do not equip them 
with many of the strengths and qualities of t he mortal race . I 
tried to summarize their attri butes thus in my version of Trys­
tan: 
--"They are of that r ac~ who dwelt on earth before us, 

Possessed of magic, yet strangely wanting , 
As though their lives, stretched so long , were stret ched to 

thinness. 
They do not age nor sicken; only by violence can they die. 
They grow to fullness in y outh , 
Then remain, frozen in perpetual springtime. 
Their joys never pall, 
Snowy blossom never leaves the trees . 
But their laughter's distant. 
They envy u s our warm earth , even in winter storms . 
They turn i t for its o"·n sake, not for ours. 11 

If , therefore, Essylt is a member of the Tuatha De Danann , the 
s tory of Trystan establishes links with another large section of 
Celtic mythology, that which tells of the dealings between mort­
als and immortals. One thinks particularly of Eochaidh and Etai~ 
another pair of lovers who are mortal and immortal respectively. 
It is interesting to note that at the close of that tale the im­
mortal Etain chooses mortality; despite its obvious drawbacks, 
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mortality seems to be a more desirable state. I borrowed this 
motif for the end of my Trystan and Essylt. Here, Essylt gives 
her reasons for preferring the mortal world --

"There's a wind out here, 
The sea can beat out one's breath, 
Brambles can scTatch, stony ways blister the feet, 
Sun cran burn, waTes dazzle the eyes, 
The season enters me." 

-- while stoically accepting the drawbacks in a verse with de­
liberate literacy echoes --

"Needs 11Ust ever be. 
What do the thrushes care? 
On the same branch we swing. 
When the bough breaks, ,.,e '11 fall." 

I drew the strings -Of the story tighter by making Whitehands 
(usually the daughter of another King) King Mark's daughter , and 
by causing the Island King to step into King Arthur's shoes at 
the end. I also firmly set the scene at Castle Dore, amid the 
forests and estuaries of South Cornwall. \',:hat follows is an out­
lirre of the story as I eventually set it to music ... 

'I'RYSTAN, a Pictish warrior, comes to seek ser­
vice with his uncle, King Mark of Cornwall, He 

~ discovers that King Mark is about to offer his 
only daughter, Whitehands, as a sacrifice to 
the "Island Folk", a race of inmortal beings 
who seem somehow to control the natural order 
of things. T:rystan intervenes, and kills the 
Morholt (son of the Island King), who has come 
to collect the sacrifice. At this, the Island 
Folk withdraw their influence from the world, 

,for good as well as for evil. As a result, it 
~=--,....-::. !l. .. -. • • begins to seem that the natural flow of the 

-----~ :-~ seasons has been disrupted; neither will Trys-
tan •s wound from the fight heal naturally. King Mark believes 
that relief for both Trystan, and the mortal world at large , can 
only be obtained through the Morholt's sister, Essylt, whose 
healing powers are proverbial. This end is achieved by trickery . 
The Island Folk reluctantly accept that there must now be a re­
lationship of equality between the two worlds. A marriage be­
tween Essylt and King Mark seals the treaty. But on the wedding 
night, the eternally-young Essylt finds that her i11Jaortal nature 
recoils from union with an ageing mortal. She runs instinctively 
to Trystan because of his youth. despite her hatred of him as 
her brother's killer. Trystan (equally instinctively, and des­
pite his own recent marriage to Whitehands) finds himself making 
excuses for her. However, the consummation of King Mark's marri­
age cannot be deferred for ever, and when it can no longer be 
delayed, Trystan and Essylt admit that their hate has turned to 
love, and run away together. 
They live in the forest all sU11111er, but concealment becomes 
harde~ · after the fall of leaf. At length, King Mark comes upon 
them as they sleep, but cannot bring himslef to kill them: in­
stead, he exchanges his own sword for Trystan's, and leaves the 
blade between them as a signal. When they awake, Essylt realises 
the quality of Mark's forgiveness, and returns to him, leaving 
Trystan. 
At this point, the Island King appears, to adjudicate between 
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t..he two lovers. One shall have F.ssylt while the leaves are on 
t he trees , the other when the trees are bare. Mark accepts the 
ruling and chooses winter . But Trystan points out that 1olly and 
i vy a lways keep their leaves, and snatches her back . For this 
t he Island King cuts Essylt off from the immortal world; she ' 
s toically a ccept s the mortality thus thrust upon her , beeause i t 
~eans being with Trystan. But King Mark, his forbearance f inall y 
gon e, kills Trystan and slashes Essylt ' s f a ce ; s o she is l eft i n 
the mortal world to age and die , both her beauty and her l over 
gone . 

HAVE ANY MEMBERS 
any information 
about this church 
which we fleeting­
ly v isited on our 
way home from 
Cornwall this sum­
mer? The tiny 
ohuroh is modern 
(1883 apparently) 
and dedicated to 
SS Katherine ( re­
v ered by the Cru­
s a ders) and Luke . 
It has been re­
built on the site 
of a Cl2 Templar 
t ravellers' Hos­
pice. Incorporated 

TEMPIE CHURCH BoaminMoor .• 

i n the side building are c-rosses -from -the original parish . 
There is a gossipy hist ·ory of the Parish being used for irregu­
lar marriages as a result of its being outside the bishop ' s 
j unisdiction after the Reformation, but being "cleaned up " in 
1777. During most of the Cl8 and Cl9 there were no services in 
the building but in 1880 occasional services were held in the 
ruins. 
The enigma _ of the place lies in its position , close to an old 
green trackway and with a scattering of n ow mostly recumbant 
ancient stones. According to legend St Samson· passed through 

the area (Triourium, now Trigg) 
en route for the S Cornish 
o..oast and Brittany, . and sup­
planted local idolatrous worship 
with Christianity, denoted by a 
chiselled cross. There are cer­
tainly a ree-0rd number of way­
side crosses in the area accord­
ing to the guide books and a 
tradition of slain dragons. Are 
there any other legends known 
about the place? 

KATE POLLARD Illustrations by 
CHRISTINE BRISTOW • 
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?'11.l'THYR, described in· Welsh as foremost dragon and chief of 
\let dragons, ~enn dreic a phenn dragon, is a rather strange 
and shadowy figure. His chief claims to fame are his sobriquet 
Pendragon and his being the father of Arthur. According to 
Geoffrey of Monmouth the name Pendragon· came from a comet which 
gave Uther victory over the Saxons . l G·eoffrey may have had in 
mind a e·omet of 508 with several tails or have remembered a 
spectacularly brilliant comet of 1106.2 It seems to have been 
a customary title however for Maelgwn, Arthur's near-contemp­
orary, was called the "dragon" of the island, insularis draco. 
In the medieval Welsh Triads3 we are given a suggestion of gen­
uine Celt.io:: traditions of Uthyr. One of the Three Great En­
chantments of the Island of Britain was caused by Uthyr Pendra­
gon, which he taught to Menw, Teirgwaedd ' s son (little son of 
Three Cries). This Mem•: is known also from Culhwch & Olv-•en 
where he too is a great enchanter; "should he come to a heathen 
land he might cast a spell over (A:uthur's men), so that none 
might see them and they see everyone." Menw also casts a calm­
ing spell over a giant mastiff and transforms himself into the 
likeness of a bird.4 
In Geoffrey's History these meagre hints at Uthyr's powers are 
given substance. Uther is advised by one of his colleagues, 
Ulfin of Ridcaradoch, and by Merlin. Merlin, by the use of 
drugs, "methods which are quite new and until now unheard of in 
your day", turns Uther into Duke Gorlois of Cornwall, Ulfin in-­
to Jordan of Tintagel, and Merlin himself into Britaelis. By 
this deception·Uther gains access to Ygerna (with whom he has 
become infatuated) and Arthur is thereby conceived.5 
So the obvious feature both the Welsh Uthyr and Geoffrey's Uther 
she.re is "shape-shifting": Uthyr is a Great Enchanter - Uthyr 
teaches Menw, not only a great enchanter but also a shape-shif­
ter - and Uther changes his appearance into that of Ygerna's 
husband. The main development is that the shape shifting is 
brought about by Merlin, not by Uther himself (assuming of 
course that Uthyr preceded Uther). Geoffrey rationalises the 
change by the use of drugs and not by spells (as the term "en­
chant" implies). 
The most striking parallel to Geoffrey's version of Arthur's 
conception is in the Romance of Alexander, drawn from Near Eas­
tern oral tradition, and it is to this romance that we now turn. 
11i'HE "LAST KING OF EGYPT" is Nectanebos, a royal sorcerer. 
~While in disguise in Mai:edonia he becomes infatuated 'with 
the Queen Olympias, and tells her that she will mate with the 
Egyptian god Ammon. Ammon is 11,vhite haired, 'l'lith the horns of a 
ram above his jaws". The first harbinger of the god is to be a 
serpent who slithers into her room in the palace. Needless to 
say it is Nectanebos who, disguised as Ammon, is responsible 
for Alexg.nder the Great•s conception and not Philip, Olympias' 
husban.d. 
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There is no doubt that Geoffrey would have been aware of this 
popular medieval tale with its hero conceived by a shape-shift­
ing king (complete with ram's horns and serpents) on a queen in 
her royal palace. The analogy with Uther Pendragon is striking, 
and the image is of the horned shaman grasping a ram-headed 
serpent (e g the Gundestrup cauldron). We might need look no 
further for the source of the tale of Arthur's origins. 

The fact is, however, that this kind of mysterious conception 
occurs in all kinds of cultures and all manner of religions. 
Here are the relevant parts of a list compiled concerning the 
b irths of Celtic heroes (here with Arthur as exemplar):? 
1 The advent and future greatness of the hero have been fore­
told (Merlin's prophec:y of the Boar of Cornwall) 
2 His advent is destined to bring death or misfortune to a pre­
siding power (the Saxons) 
3 Certain difficulties have to be overcome before his future 
mother can fulfil her destiny; she is closely guarded, confined 
in a fortress (Tintagel) and her om1 resistance has to be over­
come by cunning (Uther's disguise) 
4 There is a mystery about the hero's begetting; whether he has 
an earthly father or not, he is usually begotten by another --
a king, a man from another race, or a supernatural being (there 
seem to be echoes of Arthur's dubious origin when the 9th cent­
ury Nennius says he was war-leader "though there were many more 
noble than he").8 

'):l::\E HAVE ALSO to consider the role of Y.gerna. She appears 
J:;t;lelsewhere as th~ aunt of St Illtud and with a respectable 

royal ancestry herself, but little else is said of her. 
Victor Canning's novel The Crimson Chalice gives her a set­

ting on Luntly Island in the Bristol Channel, I assume because 
of a 5th/6th c·entury memorial tombstone reading .. ~ IGERNI ... 
ITIGERNI. But Prof Charles Thomas suggests restoring this as 
CONTIGERNI (or VORTIGERNI) FILI TIGERNI (the stone of Contiger­
nos/Vortigennos, the son of Tigernos). While ~eoffrey may have 
known of the IGERNI stone on Lundy, there doesn't seem to be a 
general association of Ygerna (Welsh Eigr) with Lundy. What 
about Tintagel then?9 

The plausible suggestion has been made that Geoffrey "wrote 
when the first Norman castle was being built. Probably the then 
existing ruins of thP. Celtic monastery suggested to him that 
there was an earlier settlement on the site". And so he made 
Tintagel Head the site of Ygerna's seduction. But nobody seems 
to have really asked,why Tintagel110 

The mazes carved into the cliffs at nearby Rocky Valley might 
provide the essential clue. They have been tentatively dated to 
the Bronze Age at the earliest, and their uniqueness as rock 
carvings in Britain, coupled with their proximity to Tintagel , 
makes one wonder whether some genuine tradition prompted Geoff­
rey to locate the Coming of Arthur here and no,l'here else. 

Two enlightening studies, by Rachel Levy and Jack Lindsay,11 
touch on the significance of maze rituals in preliterate cul­
tures. In Mediterranean lands the maze-dance served related 
rite·s: first it set up magical defenses against the entry of the 
unitiated into the sacred city (as at Troy), and secorrd it was 
the preparatory ritual for gaining access to th~ earth goddess 
and performing the Sacred Marriage (as with the Cretan laby-
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ninth). In the S Pacific islands of the New Hebrides (Malekula 
in panticular) the labyrinthine dances are also very clearly 
related to death-and-resurrection c.eremonies. 

/'7'W'T TINTAGEL perhaps all these conditions are found fulfil led. 
):;I, Uther is told by Ulfin "No power on earth can enable us to 
- Qome to her (Ygerna) where she is inside the fortress of 

Tintagel ... There is no other way in except that offered by a 
narrow isthmus of rock. Three armed soldiers could hold it 
against you ... " But by Merlin's deception three un-armed men 
gain entry without bloodshed, for when Uther, Merlin and Ulfirr· 
appnoaahed, the guard "opened the gate and the men were let in" 
like the wooden horse of Troy . Uthel.! then comes to Ygenna saying 
he has secretly escaped from a siege, concerned as he was with 
the safety of her person and of his castle. She, in her turn, 
"refused him nothing". 

Simultaneously (and this seems signifiaant) Gorlois, Ygerna's 
husband and Duke of Cornwall, is killed as he tries to break 
out from _his besieged camp. 

The capture of ancient Troy was imagined as the rape of Athena 
its patron goddess, and the retrieval of Helen from her abductor 
Paris back to her original suitor Menelaos. The dance of the 
Cretan labyrinth was expec:.ted to lead to the sac-red marriage of 
Theseus with the goddess Ariadne, but before that he had to un­
dergo the ordeal of destroying the Minotaur. The circumstances 
of the events at Tintagel are not that far distant. • 

Geoffrey clothes his story as historical romance. But if he vi­
sited Tintagel· (as his detailed desc:ription suggests) he could 
have been made aware of a local folk custom involving a process­
ional dance, a maze C?Ut into the rock, and a seasonal mumming 
play with its death-and-resurrection/sac:red marriage rituals and 
hobby horse. {Some say Arthur was born at the winter solstice, 
which would make a spring equinox ritual likely.) We have only 
to look a little further down the c.oast to see Padstow's May Day 
rites which, against all odds, is still celebrated with great 
vigour in the 20th century. Was this, or something like it, what 
inspired Geoffrey? Arrd was Ygerna of Tintagel a kind of British 
Helen of Troy or Goddess of the Labyrinth? 

Notes and references 
1 The History of the Kings of Britain (trans L Thorpe, Penguin 
1966) 200-1. 2 R Ash & I Grant Comets (London 1973) 40. 
3 R Bromwich Trioedd Yrrys Pcydein(Cardiff 1961) 4 Jones & 
Jones The Mabinogion (Dent 1949) 5 Op cit, 207. 6 EL Ranelagh 
~he Past We Share (Quartet Books 1979) 7 Rees & Rees Celtic 
Henitage (Thames & Hudson 1961) 223. 8 Nennius British History 
and The Welsh Annals (ed, trans J Morris, Phillimore 1980) 35 
gives a standard version; my quote is from a variant. 9 In 
Current Archaeology No 16, Sept 1969. 10 CA Ralegh Radford 
Tintagel Castle (HMSO 2nd ed 1939) 6. 11 G Rachel Levy The 
Gate of Horn (Faber 1949) and ~ack Lintlsay Helen of Troy (Con-
stable 1974) • 
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A CORNISH MAZE 

Fig 1 Round Maze 

PATRICIA VILLIERS-STUAR'lf 
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Fig 2 Square Maze 

THE MAZES or labyrinths carved on the rock at fil> olcy'Valley near 
Tintagel are the exact patterns which I have studied for many· 
years . I know t hat the later Chr istianized mazes are often far 
more complex in thei r geometry (such as t he one in Chartres 
Cathedral) but I have preferred to remain with the basic proto­
t ype . Other good examples of it come from Hollywood in Ireland , 
carved on · a large s t one (now in t he Dublin mus eum ) , cut into the 
turf a t Troy Farm , Somer t on (nea r Oxf ord) , f ound on Cretan coins 
circa BC 300, and among t he Hopi Indians . The last two exampl es 
show mazes i ll' both their round and square form (figs 1 , 2 ). 
The Flopi Indians say , according to t he American authority Frank 
Wate:us , that the s quare mazes ane for women and the round on€s 
fon men . I heartily endorse thi s distinction. In squaring a 
maze it is fan· more easy to define exact ly its pr.opol!'tions ! 
These necessary pr.opol!'tions tuim· out to be a square of 30 and 
the diagonal of a 1 x 7 rectangle. This diagonal links the cen­
tre of the eross on•whieh it is const:iructed to the eentr.e of the 
path, which is the ' minotaun·' point as it we:r>e (see figunes). It 
is the point of retu:r>n. 

Soon, after· I had made t his out, I was del i ghted to fiITd in 
Sehwaller· de Lubic:-z's book about the aneient Egyptians, The Tem­
ple of Man, that they considered this diagonal as saered and 
that part of the Temple at Luxor.· was eonstI?Ucted upon it. 

THIS MADE ME ENQUIRE further concerning the properties of a 
1 x 7· diagonal. I :r>ealized that it was an integpal pall"'t of a 
3:4:5 Pythagorean triangle, fomning a 45.o or l/8tli, angle with 
the hypotenuse (see fig 3). And equally· the diagonal of a 7 x 17 
rec:.tangle 'bea:irs the same relationship to a 5:12 :13 triangle (and 
a 7 x 23 r.ee.tangle diagonal to a 8 :15:17 t riangle , as irr fig 4-) . 
To ~ind t his diagonal for. anr,, Pythagorean triangle is an easy 
matter. Subt:iract the fi rst t wo m.unbers ( eg 4 - 3 = 1) and then 
add them together. (4 + 3 = 7) . Equally 12 - 5 = 7, and 12 + 5 = 
17 etc.,. 
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Fig 4 MagiQ Square of Jupiter 
and related 8:15:17 triangle . 
Centre numbers across= 17 
7 + 10 = 17 6 + 11 = 17 
Rows and diagonals= 34 

7 2. 

Fig 5 Maze, Magic Square of 
.Jupiter and 8 : 15 :17 triangles 

l/8th or 45° angle formed by 
8 x 15 and 7 x 23 diagonals : 

15 - 8 = 7 
15 + 8 = 23 

This is not all . Pythagorean t:uiarrgles relate closel? to Magi c 
Squares* and one of these magic·. squares, t hat of J'up1ter , re­
lates in its oTer.all presentation, to a square of 30. So a 
patte~ ee.n· be made showing a Maze, a Magi c Squ~re and Pytha~­
orean t r iangles all fitting closely together. (' f i g 5) . The t:n.­
angles will b~ of the 8 : 15 :17 ~riety . 
For me this diagram presents a teasing problem that is quite 
beyond me to solve. Energy is locked away here I can ' t help but 
f eel. What could be done about it? 
Since Pend:zr.agon is sometimes~ romantic j ?urn~l , perhaps I could 
ph:zr.ase it in this way. There 1s a damsel in distress at the cen­
tre of the Maze; where is the doughty knight who come to release 
her and by so doing set the whole thing in motion, turning and 
spinning and giving off a newer, better·, pur~r sour~e of energy? 
Don't look now but isn't that a dI?B.gon, lurking behind a bend , 
longing to muddy up their cleaner, purer sou:r>c~ of energy and 
just itc.hing to make it more expensive! 

1 * See A Glimpse of the Grail and 
Pro~ect for the Year 2000 (50p 
eac from Patricia Villiers-Stuart 
12 Empress Place, London 5"6). 

E'IBlT Hadingham Ancient Cal"Tin;gs in 
in Britain (aarnstone 1974) and 
Janet and Colin Bord The Se~ret 
Countq (Paladin 1978) both have 
illustrations of t his maze.CL 
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The earliest peoples to arrive in these islands have long been 
nameless, and it has been orre of my aims to try an·d identify 
them, their language , habits, culture et c. I would like to be 
able to believe that my· most an·cient ancestors were people I 
should respect if I met them today. I do nut believe they were 
f ools or savages, although I do sincerely believe that untler 
the misguidance of such latecomers to these parts as Druidism 
and Christianity they did !all into the vile and barbarous 
ways !or a while . The Irish Book of Invasions has suggested that 
the first people to arrive here were from Africa anu from Spain. 
The possibilities of the Berbers and the Basques being the dir­
ect descendants of those original invaders is on~ I have been 
investigating though not without difficulty. I have established 
certain, links in the bloodgrouping antl am beginning to hav e some 
success with the language. Tor for example can mean pregnant 
womb, or hill in Basque, so it has passed through certain Celtic 
languages intac:t, and from its presence in different parts of 
the country, and more precisely its absence, you can see where 
the Basque influence is strong and where not. Certainly orre 
finds it irr Spain (Torre Molinos), but· most impressively through­
out the West Country . 

Welsh Mor· = the Sea. The Ancierrt Kingdon. of Morgana (if "e c:all 
it that !or la•k of better· in1'ormation) has been eroded to a 
smaller area lmuwn as Glamorgan or Morganwg. However if you take 
the large:IJ area onc.e occupied by this sea-based people it in­
cludes the whole of the SeTern Basin with arms extending inland. 
It corresponds with a certain area grouping of Long Barrows 
lrnown as the Severn-Cotswold group. South of the Severn these 
people left their legends in the form of Morgan le Fay at Glas­
tonbury, inextricably wound into the myth of Arthur and Merlin , 
showing that the sea moors of Somerset were once part of Mor­
gana. 

In order to trace this possibility I invented a new form of 
archaeology lrnown as a telephone-directory dig. To do this, take 
out all the telephone-directories in the library (not the Yellovv 
Pages) and stack them in piles, and place your pocket ealculator 
ready for use. The apply the Morgan Index . The Morgan Index is 
the number of Morgans in the direetory as a percentage . of the 
number of total entries in the directory . Rather than counting 
Morgans I measured columns and divided them into the number of 
pages each of which has four qolumns. This gives you the Morgan 
Index for a particular telephone area. 
.I know that rrot everyone's on the phone etc., but it gives an 
indication. Having then plotted all the results on a map you can 
see for yours'elf that th:e Morgan Index for S Wales is 1. 42 ( for 
the Swansea area) and 1.13 (Cardiff). North Wales is lower than 
Bristol. The Outer Hebrides is the lowest in the country being 
the furthest from Morgansland. The map speaks for itself. I had 
hoped that Somerset would shol'I' a high Morgan Index but this was 
hot to be. Hol'l'ever, this tele.phone dig did confirm that origin­
ally Morgans were people who came from Glamorgan. I was origin-
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ally put onto this possibility by learning of a certain doctor 
who es tablished that Morgans in Carmarthen were a statis tically 
acceptable ethnic group as shown by their blood groupings. I 
never did manage to get hold of the original work although I did 
get other work by Mourant (Blackwells 58) on the world distribu­
tion of blood groups among native populations, and this confirm­
ed and revealed a number of things , notably migrat i on s across 
the Mediterranean from Asia to l':estern Britain , via the Basque 
Country and the Atlas Mountains . 

Meanwhile let us return to Gawain and the Green Knight -- essen­
tial reading for all Pendragons. Gm..,a in has reached the Green 
Chapel in his search for the Green Knight , "a fairy mound appar­
ent l y, a smooth-surfaced barrow by the side of a stream ... It 
had .a hole in each end and on either side ... All hol low it vuas 
within, only an old cavern .. . " Gawain meets the Green Knight who 
then completes the i nitiation ceremony of the beheading game, in 
which the magical being reveals himself to be only a shaman in a 
monster suit and they have a good laugh about that . " I was en­
tirely transformed ... through the might of Mo~gan the Fay ... 
Many of the magical arts of Merlin has she acqui red ... So 'Mor­
gan the goddess' she accordingly became ... " And the Long Barrows 
were chapels dedicated to her . 

The author of Gawain very wisely published anonymously because 
he was r eveal i ng real secrets of the ol d religion at a time when 
Christianity had more power than was good for it . 

We know of the long ba~row people and ot her cultures around that 
time, the Megali thi c people in general , that they had a high re­
gard for the Sun and engineered most of the monuments to pin­
point the sunrise . Most, though not all , long barrows are "ori­
ented" towards the rising sun at a part icular date in the year . 
It . is not hard t o see how people emerging from an Ice Age would 
have a healthy r egard for warmth. The curious thing is t hat 
morning in German is still Morgen . This raises certain problems 
with language, that if Morgen is in an Indo-European language 
then the people who v;ere the Morgans can hardly have been 
Basque, which is renowned for the fact that it is a non-Indo-Eu­
ropean language . However, thi s will take more research . For that 
matter mor as a word unit is close to French mer , also meaning 
s ea, and so we are left with an assumption that the Morgans were 
not Basques, but very early Indo-Europ eans . Possibly the blond 
blue-eyed Schloer people of the At las Mountains fit the bill. 
The pr oblem there lies in the fact that the Schloer people share 
the same blood group with the Basques . Much research remains to 
be done ... 

HO\"'ever there seems t o be ample evidence to show that the Severn 
Valley Long Barrow people are responsible for the Morgan the Fay 
myths and associated Arthurian legends. 

I also applied the Morgan Index to the Davies ' s of Wales and 
came up with further interesting thoughts which anyone can check 
out for themselves . The Davis /Davies Index relates to the map 
of Britain in a similarly convincing manner to the Morgans. Un~ 
fo rtunately the s.,,ansea directory covers the whole of West Wales 
and so the precise · areas of dominance require much more work . 
But it seems likely to me that the Davies's (who gave rise to 
the niclmame of al l Welshmen as Taffies) originally occupied the 
area n01•: known as Dyf _ed . Dyfed used to b e a principality and is 
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connect ed with the Underworld of the Mabinogion. Low on long 
barr ows, it is high on peninsular forts. The capital city of 
Dyfed is St David's. In that region there are rivers named 
Teifi, Twyi, Tawe, Taff. What has all this got to do with the 
Matter of Cornwall? you may ask. Well, we may be pushing d efin­
it i ons a bit, but the River Tavy, runnri.n~ through Tavistock and 
Mary Tavy, does just run into Corn,•rall. { For that matt er you 
have a St Mawgan just north of ?fewquay.) So boundaries cross. 
However if Pembrokeshire is renovmed for its peninsular forts, I 
would simply like to draw attention to the fact that Tintagel, 
s cene of so much, is really originally a typical peninsular 
fort. For that matter so was Glastonbury for a while. The name 
Devon itself is not far from Dyfed . Whether the Taf were earlier 
than the Morgans I'm not prepared to hazard at this point, but I 
woul d like to poinot out the possibility of two very early belts 
of people , one that occupied peninsular forts and occupied Devon 
and Dyfed, and one that built long barrows and occupied Glamor­
gan and Somerset and Gloucester. That the South Welsh so easily 
l ost thejr Welsh language I suggest is related to the fact that 
they were never very keen on it in the first place, it having 
been imposed on them very late on when the Cymru arrived from 
t he ?forth. Also, words tend to hold ~nto the syntactical rules 
of their original language and it is worth noting that whereas 
most Welsh names "Ap" very easily (Owen/Bowen, Rees/Price, Rowel 
/Powel) certain names never do; Morgan, is on-e and Davies is 
anot her. I suggest that names which dont Ap don't do it because 
t hey 're not Welsh.* The same rule applies in Scotland where some 
names don·'t Mac where most do . 

My Offll' thinking 
as anything but 
it st imulating . 

on this subject continues and I don't 
speculatiorr at this point , but I hope ........ 

11...., L'l:":'ll:":'ll:":'ll!"';t ......:; L 
...,.. l ~~~.J.i . Alo,._, ....... 

regard it 
you find 

*. Even as I write I have learned t hat there may even be a direct 
connec.tion· in one part of VI ales nea r Llandovery, between Morgans 
and r ed hair, which would be really stimulating.TH White gives 
Sir Kay red hair I think. Is there any evidence for this? 
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18th century Si­
berian shaman and 
1st cent BC Celtic 
horn-ed magi cian 
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STOP. PRESS++++STOP ..J ~ +STOP 
PRESS+++++STOP PRESS++ RESS+++++STOP p 
DATELINE BRISTOL . . .. . MINO AUR DI SCOVERED ALIVE 
AND WELL+ TRYING TO GET OUT OF CHELTENHAM ONE 
WAY SYSTE M+++++++++ +++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Cheltenham appear s to operate a discreet 
and hi ghly effective method of separating 
the U from the non- U. Anyone who is any­
one must be _aware of the main streets of 
the town, so i t follows that it is an 
unnecessary waste of ratepayers' money to 
clutter up the facades of fine .buildings 
by putting street names on them . Thos~ 
who have not had a basic knowledge of 
Cheltenham's geography included in their 
curriculum of basic education must suffer 
the consequences of their folly. 

Recently, the Elder · Fathers have instit­
uted a one- wa y system designed to plug t he 
loophole previously exploite~ · by people 
such as my wife , Mary , who is normally a 
superb navigatrix and can find her way to 
and from the most outlandish places by 
brilliant deduction and lucid intui t ion 
long after I have become catatonic behind 
the wheel . 

Lacking sun , s tars and street names , Ma r y Cheltenham Town Hall is one of those 
nonetheless guided me unerringly to within buildings that Louis XV would have built 
two hundred yards of the Town Hali by a if he had been fortunate enough to have 
process which I suspect may have involv ed been born an English Victorian Gentleman 
something to do with s heep's entrails . instead of a dreadful old-fashioned 
However , the geni us of the la t ter- day foreigner . The Think 80 Team had , quite 
Daedalus of Cheltenham was equal to t he reasonabl y, a rranged the l ayout of the · 
challenge and af t er a further fifteen stands on an East-West bas i s, but by the 
minutes of tortuous driving , we could· • time the people involved had worked their 
s ee our goal t wo hund.red yards away, · way through the one- wa y . sys t em, • t hey had 
sit t ing four-square and invulnerable become totall y disori ented . This resul-
behind the scarlet and w'h ite arms · of the. ted in a certain amount of pink-faced 
Hapsburg Emperors of Austria-Hungary . dismantling and re-.er.ec.ting of stands and 
(Fact; both the modern flag of Austria signs with comforting but not very· help-
and the In t ernational ' No Entr y ' Road ful assurances that it would be alright 
Sign are derived from t he Hapsburg arms , on The Day . We didn't get caught on· that 

·rt just goes t o show the exciting· things one , and having set up the Pendragon 
you learn when you belong to ·the • . stand , Mary and I sallied forth to .set 
Pendragon Soc iety.) ·r then recailed an up our t ent in the r ain and pitch dar.i< 
old Spanis h proverb · ,ihich states tha t it on top of. Minchinhampton Common but ' 
does not matter . which way you ,go dqwn a . that's another story.. ' • 
one-way s tr~_et ... as li:J.ng as y'ou POI NT the .. -~ 

cigot •a,. . •• • still ~~ 
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FIRST DAY : SATURDAY . 
The Festi va l was formally opened by Sir 
George Trevel yan. It was the first t i me 
had hea rd Sir George speak and found hi m 
compl e t ely mesme r ic to the degree t hat I 
can st ill hear t he sound of his voi ce, but 
cannot fo r t he life of me r emembe r anythi ng 
he said. The Town hall quickly fil l ed up 
and I was s urpri sed at the numbers and 
va riet y of people who t hronged the gang­
ways. 

I s hould perhaps explain that while Ma r y ran 
a solo ten-da y stint at the Festival for Mind 
and Body at Olympia and we are bo t h experienced 
in trade exhibi tions, I had neve r been able to 
get a t anything like Think 80 and di d not know 
what to expect. I thi nk I was l ooking for 
psycometric little old l adies in black and 
camphor or intense questers a f ter the Univer­
sa l Panacea . A few of these we had , of course , 
but t here was not a strat um of soc i ety I did 
not see fullv represented, even down to number s 
of rather bewildered- look i ng punks wi th 
curious l y perforated appendages, lo oking rather 
like beans t hat had sprouted under black 
pl astic. 

Public attitude towards the Pend r a.goo display 
was quite lively and soon fe ll i nto a fa ir ly 
steadv patte rn . Peoo le appPar to be adop ting 
ma r ~ and mo r e of a pre- seal, f ree zer-pak, 
boil- i n-the-bag me nta lity and require even 
thei r bel iefs, philosophies and obsessi ons 
to come i n f resh r oasted granu l es, j us t add 
boil ing wa t er . The mos t common quest ion was 
"What do you bel ieve? (You have ei qht second s 
starting fr om .. . . NOW:) . " The answe r t hat 
Pend ragons are allowed to believe i n what-
eve r each i ndividua l member finds credib l e 
was t reated with aston i s hed de l ight . Wh en 
it was fu r t her explained that the onl y 
t rue Rule of t he Societ y was; ' No Dogma; 
no point of view ma y be i mposed bv an v membe r 
on another . ', the reaction of t en bor de r ed 
on r eve rence of s uch s eventh-cyc l e en light­
enment. Indeed, one woman quizzed me mi nute l y 
on our history, make- up and what sexist prob­
lems t he Soc iety had encountered until she 
pronounced quite f irml y t hat t he Pendragon 
Society was under t he direct patronage of 
. t he Gr ea t Ones . + 
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MAGAZINES 
WOOD & 1-',ATER ( sacred wells 
a nd springs ) 40p per issue 
38 Exmouth St, S•t:indon, 
V•, il ts SNl 3PU. 

STONEW.NGE VIEWPO INT 
Donald Cyr, £3.00 for Z..yrs/12 
i ssues, PO Box 152, London 
NlO IE.I>. 

Tiff LEY HUNTER (alignments 
arrd earth mys t eri es) £3 .bO 
pa, Paul Devereux , PO Box 
152 , London NlJ 2EF. 

I ANCIENT SKI LLS & WISDOM 
REV I E¼ £2.00 pa, Paul 
Screetorr, 5 Egton Drive , 
Seaton Ca rew, Hartlepool, 
Cleveland TS25 2AT. 
ANCIENT MYSTERIES (geoman­
cy, lost kn·owledge, an­
cient en~gmas ) £3.75 pa, 
Ni gel Penn i c k , Institute 
of Geomant ic Research, 1 42 
Pheasant Ris e, Bar Hill , 
Cambridge CB3 8SD. 

NEWSLETTER (paraphysical 
research) For details send 
stamp to Sid Bi r c h by , NL , 
40 Parr s Wood Ave, Didsbu­
ry, Manches t er M20 OND. 

RILKO NEWSLETTER (Research 
i nt o Lost Knowledge Or garr-­
i sati on) 40p from J a rrette 
J a ckson , 36 College Court, 
Ha mmers mith, London W6. 

SANGREAL ( myst eri es, magic 
legend, cra fts and t radi ­
tions i n Brit a i n) 75p p os t 
fre e/£2.75 p a from Sal ly & 
Gef Stuart De a rn , BM SAN~ 
GREAL London WC lV 6XX . 

THE AT LANTEAN (Atlantea n 
Society magazine) b ·OOfOIYJ: 
Cynthia Kenyon , 4 2 St 
Ge or ge ' s St, Chelt enham, 
GL50 4AF. 
THE CAULDRON pagan journal of the 
Ol d Re l igion. Single copy: 25p Annua.l 
s ubscription : £1.00 (cash or blank 
postal orders onl y) U.S . $1,, bill s 
f r om BCM ~x 16JJ, London WC1N JXX • 



Oracle is a new inail-order 
bookservice offering over 2500 
UK & foreign publications on 
Parapsychology.the Occult and 
Mysticism. 
We stock titles on Psychic Phen­
omena & Research,UFO's,Earth 
Myiteries,Crowleyana,Magic & 
Witchcraft, Folklore & Mythology 
Spirit Communication,Astral 
Projection - to list but a few 
of the areas covered in our 
44 page catalogue which is now 
available. 
Why not send for a copy ? 
Post 40p P.O.//11.50 1.M.O. to :­

Oracle Books Ltd 
Dept PT Unit 6,2nd Floor, 
38 Mount Pleasant, 
LONDON WCIX OAP 

PENDRAGON HOllSE 11K Llll. 
Liz.anlTown, He.~. C.mwaU... 

1

Tiie 
Pentacle 

bookshop 
(MAIL ORDER 
. CATALOGUE) 

6 PERRY ROAD BRISTOL I 
Telephone 20238 

During the day, I was approachPd by a beard 
and bright yellow T-shirt belonging to 
Cotswold Hospital Radio. Wbuld I like to 
givP. a three-minute interview on the 
Pendragon Society for C.H.R? Like right now? 
Like right now, if I would just care to come 
and sit on this balcony and talk into this 
and here we go . . .. .. .. For what it's worth, 
I can sti ll hear the sound of my voice, but 
cannot for the life of mP remember anything 
I said. The Yellow T-shirt was quite satis­
fied and par ticular lv impressed with a • 
society with such flexibility of outlook to 
be able to look so far forward by looking so 
far back . With such a capacity for mental 
gymnastics, perhaps we should go into 
politics. 

SECOND DAY : SUNDAY 
·Rather a slow start while the good citizens 
of Cheltenham enjoyed their Sunday morning 
tea and Supplement. By ll-3D , howeve r, we 
were almost as busy as Saturday. The high­
light of t he day as far as WP were concerned 
was the Pendragon Lecture at 12-30 by Roger 
Webster . I came to with a jolt at 12-D5 when 
the Tannoy implored the Pendragon lecture team 
to check in at once. I dashed to r.ontrol and 
found that we had a ' Circumstances Beyond Our 
Contro l ' situation running on all six cylin­
ders. By 12-2D we had a half-full Theatre and 
Roger, but the lecture slides, projector, 
screen, notes and back-up team were still 
studyi ng Central European Heraldry somewherP 
en route. By 12-35 nothing had chanqed except 
that theTueatre was now full . Would I talk 
extempore about Arthur until the rest arrived? 
Like, right now? Like right now, if I would 
care to stand over here ....... I spoke for a 
matter of minutes which only seemed like 
a fortnight before a glowing Chris Lovegrove 
and Mike Pollard arrived and the proper orod­
uction got under wav. With such a capacitY 
for .repeatedly coming out with a whole skin 
from the jaws of imminent catastroohe, per­
haps we should go into politics. 

I was not able to stay for the rest of the 
lecture as I had a wife and exhibition to 
support, so I cannot qive a first-hand 
report, but everyone seemed happy afterwards. 
Pendragon leaflets began to run out fast 
after lunch and we just managed to eke them 
out till closinq time, and we were busy right 
up to the end. At last, someone blew the 
whistle and the exhibition folded up and 
blew away like the banquet in the 'Tempest'.♦ 
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Probably the most striking aspect of thP Festival was the numher of different 
Christian and quasi-Christian sects exhibiting cheek by jowl not only with each 
other, but with Buddhists , Sufis, Baha'is and some noo-pagan cults and all in 
apparent harmony and tolerance. If there was a message of Hope at Think BO, this 
was it as _ far.as I was_concerned. Not all PXhibitors managed to be so high-minded; 
a smal l minority! particularly some animal nrotection groups and dietary freaks, 
seemed to be motivated more by prejudice and hatred than genuine concern and spent 
a lot of timP in hard-eyed, tight lipped personal attacks on anyone who dared 
question a point or proposition. You always find some of these and thev were few 
enough to ignore. 

THE ACTIVIT !ES. 

About a third of the floor space in the main hall was given ovet to action displays 
and demonstrations throughout the Festival. Again there was great variation in 
style and quality and some deserve special mention, see League Table below; 

ACTIVITY RATING COMMENTS 
Red Indian Dancing 
Kempa & Chinese Yoga 
Morris Dancing 

*** 
..... * 

** 

Noisy, colourful and verv exciting. 
Beautiful people doinq beautiful things . 
As good as any I've seen; great fun. 

Vegan cooki ng 

'Then' (drama ) 

Sp inning (wool) Raspberry 

Gave unexpected zest to lunchtime 
ham sandwiches. 
Probably verv meaningful, but as actors 
wore paper bags over their heads throughout, 
it was lost on me. 
Wronq methods , inadequate and dirty equipment. 

We were in the fortunate position of being in the gallery directly above the Activity 
Area and had a superb vantage point throughout Think BO. 

---------1-1---------
The Think 80 Team of organisers deserve all praise for their efforts. Everything 
seemed very well co-ordinated and ran on wheels. The Team were unobtrusive and low-key 
but were always easy to find and nothing but heloful and considerate. There must have 
been a tremendous amout of behind-the-scenes oressure to keep thinqs moving so 
smoothly, but there· was no sign of the irritation and short temper that can so often 
creep in under such circumstances. Our thanks to you for helping to make Think 80 so 
enjoyable. 

SPECIAL PENDRAGON THANKS ARE ALSO DUE TO 
MICHAEL DARLING and family for help in 
setting-up, manning, storage and hospitality. 
ROGER DAVIE WEBSTER and the Pendragon Lecture 
Team for their production and help on stand. 
REG BAGG for trudging up and down stairs with 
cups of coffee and standing in. 
THE BACK-UP TEAM for producing the display 
material, providing tr~nsport and storage, 
making arrangements and the hundred-and-one 
other details without which the Pendragon 
presence et THINK 80 would never have 
materialised. 

Opinions stated or implied in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessaril y reflect the opinions of the Pendragon Society or its Members. 
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