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ED;rTQRIAL The Great A1"thurian Timeslip ( see Reviews) has 
I. this telling phrase: ''Who Arthur was is depen­

dent on when he was. William Blake was convinc-ed A:irthur was a 
Prince of the fifth century; others are not so sure: Richard Bar­
ber's The Figure of Arthur (1972) even had TWO candidates for 
Arthur--an Arthur of Dyfed and an A:uthur of bgyllshire--and both 
lived in the generations AFTER the traditional Arthur. This issue 
explores the various times from (or into) which the legend of Ar­
thur has slipped. ~ake your pick(s) from the various contenders-­
are any or indeed all of them right? 

We welc·ome many new members with this issue, inc·luding several 
readers of Still Trowelling, an infol'lllation sheet for members of 
the Ancient History Book Club. The Editor, Mark Child, very kind­
ly gave generous space to the Society, its dig, and its "lively 
and enthusiastically written little mag"--and the number of en­
quiries indiaates that interest in matters A:uthurian continues 
unabated throughout the country, from Cornwall up to Angus, from 
N Wales across to Kent. 

William of Occam (ie Ockham in Surrey) was a medieval philosopher 
who instigated modern sceptical approach. Despite an Occamite at­
tack on unorthodox Cathar-Templar histories last issue, a couple 
of ripostes are found in this issue--inaluding a suggestion that 
Galahad was a Cathar (also discussed in the French journal A!"che­
ologia). In this connection readers may be interested in Robert 
York's The Swords of December (Constable 1978). This novel claims 
to be based on a MS by a William of Colchester found in the priv­
ate library of the Degency family at the Ch¼teau de Varende (30m 
from Poitiers). The MS, vetted by Matthew Fairleaze, a "medieval 
Latin expert," sug,~ests that Thomas Becket was secretly a Cathar 
parfait who took the place of his pagan Plantagerret king Henry· II 
in a ritual murder to promote the fertility of the land. Is this 
as preposterous as it sounds? We might also bear in mind the pun 
on Percival-Perlesvaus in the High History of the Holy Grail (ea 
1200): Percival is also called Parluifet, "made of himself" or 
Par-lui fet, "perfect, parfait, through his owrr effort". See Mary 
Williams' "Perlesvaus" in Glaston a Stud in Patterns (RILKO 
1969) p21: was Percival as well as Galahad a Cathar? Do I hear 
the thunder of Occamites?) 

Illustratiolli(DPendragon Society; Ph~tos pp 24, 26 Stuart Dearn 
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John Boorman's film Excalibur (not Knights as expected \ is the 
director' s view of a "timeless" myth of Arthur. There is much to 
.be critical about, much that is unintentionally risible, but 
there a~e s ome n ice touches , m~ch gore, and beautiful (Irish ' 
s cenery in which knights move like spacemen in an alien planet 
and peasants keep in t he background. I prefer:rred Monty Python & 
the Holy Grail--at least you knew 1t was laughing at itself, and 
had no less affection for its subject-matter . 

JUNIOR FICTION 

Rosemary Sutcli f f ha s brought out The Sw ord and the Circle , the 
s tory of Arthur and his knights wh i eh stops wh ere her recent 
Grail novel, The Light Beyond the Forest, commences . And l ike her 
Tristan and Iseult this too has a very Celtic feel to i t--si mpl e 
but poetic in the manner of medieval Welsh-- that mus t surel ~• 
prove to be the dPfinitive version of the legends retold for the 
young (Bodley Head 1981 £4.95\. I have not yet read The Stolen 
Lake by another children's author, Joan Aiken, but apparently Ar­
thur appears in this, what promis es to be another of l1er beauti­
fully imagined 'Fh i "lsies--as you can guess from the tit le! 

CARBON-DATING I 
~0WFOIJ.~. 
~-aonations have made it possible to apply to have the earbon-
ised grain from the Llanelen dig carbon-dated. Results (and im­
plications! ' when we get t hem. 
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! A couple of it ems that show 
we must treat "ancient tradi­
tion" critically, even if the 
s tory is a good one. 

THE HOLY THORN 
In the grounds of Washington 
Cathedral in the USA is a des­
aendant of the Glastonbury 
Th orn. The Glastonblll"Y tradi­
tion (invented in the 18th ~en­
tur y by an innkeeper) is that 
t he Thorn gnew from a staff 
J oseph of Arimathea planted on 
Wearyal l Hill ea 63 AD . The 
Washingt on Thorn has its own 
traditi on it appears: it blos­
s oms whenever someone from the 
British Royal Family visits 
t here. It flowered when Prince 
Charles visited the Cathedral 

i n May this year, and when the 
Queen visited there on July 8th 
1~76 . 
This may not be particularly 
miraculous. The Thorn is a 
freak hawthorn that blossoms 
occasionally in January 
(Christmastide in the Old Style 
calendar). However, like all 
hawthorns it also blossoms May­
June ( hence its ot}1er name, the 
may) and so the Royal Family 
need only to tour the States at 
the right time of year to con­
firm the tradition ... 

THE HOLY GRAIL (NANT-EOS) 

Last i s sue , Chris Turner men­
t ioned t he Nant -Eos cup ( "The 
Grai l Cycl e " pl9 ) . Research by 
Fred Stedman- Jones and pub­
l ished in No 19 of the latest 
(and l a st) Anc i ent Myst eri es 
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journal (summer 1981) fills in 
the historical background to 
this healing object and casts 
doubt on its links with the 
Grail. 
The 11tradition 11 is that the 
Holy Grail was taken f:r:-om the 
Benedictine Abbey of Glaston­
bury at the 1539 Dissolution 
to the Cister cian Abbey of 
Strata Florida, thence to the 
Powell family at Nant Eos 
(where a replica is now dis­
played). 
What is do~umented is that af­
ter the Dissolution the Dever­
eux family leased Strata Flor­
ida from the King; in 1572 the 
bailiff John Stedman then pur­
chased the Abbey lands . 
In 1690 the Powell family came 
to Nant Eos (near·Aberystwyth) 
and in 1747 th~y inherited 
Strata Fl orida , 15 miles away ; 
this is their earliest link 
with the Abbey lands. 
In 1878 the N"ant Eos cup , now 
well-lmown for its healing 
properties (like the literary 
Grail), was stated by the 
Bishop of St De.vid ' s to have 
come originally f~om Strata 
Florida wli~re it was a mediev­
al relic--though there was !!.Q 
reference to it at the Dissol­
ution. In 1895 the Powells be­
lieved it was made fi:-om wood 
of the True Cross, and on~y as 
late as about 1903 was the 
Holy-Grail/Glastonbury link 
made. 
Even though the 11ancient 11 trad­
ition may not be that old, the 
cup is attested to have cured 
many illnesses in the past 200 
years. "Of dark wood, (it) is 
about 5" diameter·, 3" in depth 
, .. but only half remains: it 
has been nibbled away by be­
lievers ." In 1951 t h~ Mirylees 
family inher ited it , and moved 
away f r om Nant eos in 1967. 
Nevertheless, should the whe~e­
abouts of the Cup be discovered 
requests f or healing draughts 
'of water may not be denied. 
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IN 563 AD, ST COLOMBA estab­
lished his monasteey on the 
holy island of Iona to minister 
t o his fellow Dalriadic Scoti 
who had aome fnom Antrim in the 
5t h century and had settled in 
the un(der-)populated Argyll­
shire seaboard and offshore is­
lands. On an undated visit to 
Skye, Columba once baptized an 
aged person named Artb=an ... 
Three points are of particular 
note: . 

1 This Artbranan eould not 
speak Goidelia--Columba had to 
convense wi t .h him thI!ough an 
interprete:r,. 
2 The name Artbnanan is Brit­
ish, not Irish. 
3 Artbnanan was the leader of 
a cohort (sic) known as Geona. 

Let us look finst at the name 
of this aged penson. Artbnanan 
may be just a name; on- the 
other hand , as he was a penson 
of some aonsequena,e, being the 
commander· of his own wa:r,-ban:d, 
his n'Bille may include a title 
a s well, in the Celticr· fashion. 
Ready examples are 
Votep oRIX , VercingetoRIX (rix 

cognate with nex = king),-­
VorTIGERN, Ken'T"TifERN {ti,eI?n 

= gneat roof ie Chief o the 
Gr.eat Hall) . 

In this aase, the suggestion 
i s that the name becomes ART­
BRANAN (branan cognate with 
Welsh brenin = king). 

We ane told that he was the 
leader of the Geona Cohort. 
T~i~ ~uriously Roman military 
division was composed ol!iginal­
ly of six centunies, in pr.aa$­
ice about 480 men. Just what is 
meant in this context is not 
clear, but must have been a 
substantial body of men. The 
Roman inference in this class­
ification· of Artbranan' s war­
band is reinforced by the fact 
that· it was named, another Ro­
man habit. The meaning of Geona 
has not been established and 
invites speculation. 
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Artbranan himself is something 
of an anomaly. He is aalled 
' aged' yet is the leader- of his 
own cohort; surely a post for 
an active man no older than his 
middle years. How did he retain 
his_ leadership into old age 
against younger, more vigorous 
warriors? 

LET ' S SPIN A ST ORY . Anthur • s 
warrior-force is split by dis­
sention. The animosity culmin­
ates in civil war and the final 
showdown comes at Carolann. Ar­
thun, near t o death, is cam-i ed 
off by three queens in a boat 
to a mystical/ holy island. So 
far, so good. 

;he identity of the three queens 
is unknown, but they may well 
be Arthur's ~hree step-sisters 
Elaine, Morgan and Margawsti, ' 
Queen of Orkney and Lothian, 
and may have taken the insensi­
ble Arthur not to the holy Is­
land of Glastonhury (which.ap­
pears to have been I'Rther aiose 
to enemy territory) but to the 
holy island of the North ie 
Iona, which already had a hist­
ory of sanctity, even in the 
sixt.h century. A time of partial 
recuperation on Iona is postula­
ted, followed by a move to near­
by Skye which may have been in 
the gift of Morgawsfi, or more 
correctly her husband King Lot , 
Arthur ' s viceroy. 
There a:re a number of possible 
reasons why Arthur did not re­
turn to lead a aounter-nevolu­
t ion. Perhaps he realised his 
cause was lost beyond redemption 
or possibly he was sufferi~g 
severe after-effects from his 
wounds. Whatever the reason, 
the Cycles tell us he left Cam­
lann, alive, albeit only just, 
and never returned. 

WHAT THEN of the professional 
hard core of his a:rmy? Litt l e 
enough is known of the military 
/ chivalric code of t he period 
and it cannot be arguedthat a 

T 
I 
I 

chi ef ' s oodyguard w,ulo nave 
felt 1t obligatory to die on 
th e field if the leader fell. 
~ven : n a purel y futile ~e~t-
1re . ~he inference '.$ reason­
able. however, and example~ can 
be ~uot ed from Scano1navian and 
Saxon sources , although fr om a 
s lightly later date. The case 
of a leader who 1s badly hurt 
and whose escape from t he scene 
of battle has been effected 
pose s a different problem for 
t he !mights of the body . I t 
would seem the only course open 
is to disengage from battle and 
f ollow their leader to his ref­
uge and attend on him un~il ei­
t her he recovers and leads t hem 
back into c~nflict, or he dies 
and thereby neleases them to 
find other masters. 
The Arthur of this hypothes is 
i n fact does neither of these 
things and his war-band finds 
itself forty years and more 
after Camlann still tied to a 
l eader who is physi cally, and 
possibly mentally , incapable of 
l eading any attempt to recover 
a l ost and half-forgotten 
cause. The war-band, probably 
i nc luding the few men who 
c·ould have continued effective 
resistance to the Saxons in t he 
event of Arthur 's death , such 
as Cei, Bedwyr and Llud, is 
t rapped on an offshore island 
wi th nothing to do but s pin 
brave and empty tales of glory 
and might-have-been . The Geona 
cohort is helplessl y tied to a 
leader who will not r elinquish 
his dreams and cannot reali s e 
them . The parallel to Chiang­
Kai -Shek and his Taiwanese 
al'I!ly of over-sixti e s is i nes­
capable. 
This late bapt ism of a suppos­
edly lifelong Christian is on­
ly unusual in the context of a 
s ociety such as ours where in­
fantile baptism is generally 
the rule. Examples of lifelong 
acting Christian~ postponing 
baptism, and the total absolu­
tion of al1 previou~ sins, no 

matter noTJ ~e1no1.1:s . that "° Je 
wit h 1t, t o lat e life or 
deat•1bed are plent1fu l tr. •o­
mar and Oar" A17e '.1 ~t0rv 

THE DATE 01 COLUMBA ' S MEET ING 
with Art branan 1 ~ not i.i ven, 
but must have been a fter 561 
w~en Columba f irst left Ire-
land at the late age of 4 3. Can 
we postulate on Art hur still 
al ive, if not in t he best of 
healt h , that late in the l"iXt h 
century? We $J.i:-e told that Arth­
u r came t o prominenee at an 
ear ly age, 1et us su~gest 16 . 
Re then campaigns to consoli d­
ate hi s nowe:r-base on.11 l aunches 
out on an a.p:gress i,re ,)ol icy 
against thP encroach ing Saxons 
against •hom he :fights t v-1el ve 
ma jor battles. If this period 
takes 14 years , and it could 
well have occupied only half 
this, Arthur would stj ll be 
only 30 at Ba don . The most re­
liable date we have f .or this 
elusive battle is 518 , and i f 
this is accept ed, Arthur would 
have been 75 when Columba fi rst 
came to t he Scottish is lands 
and still would n ot have been 
i mpossi bly aged ten years later . 

This leads finally to the per­
ennial mystery: the grave of 
Arthur . When at last Artbranan 
--Arthur the self-deluded King-­
il:ies, what ac:tion more fitt ing 
than to carry the s a d remains of 
the 5ad old soldier f rom hie 
haven of Skye across to Colum­
ba 's own holy is land of I ona , 
l ong-t ime resting place of t h~ 
bones of warrior s and princes " 

This is a weig-ht y hypothe s1~ to 
hang f rom a passing reference• 
but it is hoped that fu:rther 
r eferences will come to l ight in 
due course t o strengthen or re­
fute the argument . Whatever the 
final out come , the Skye Boat 
Song ..,, i 11 never sound the same 
aga in. 
@ Chris Turner 1981. 

• ~harles Thomas Britain & Ire­
land in Early Christian Times 
pp 52-4 . Highly recommended . 
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Geoffrey Ashe· "A Certain Vecy Ancient Book"': Tiraces of an 
Anthurian Sourae in Geoffrey of Monmouth's Histoey 
(Speculum 56, 2: 1981) 

Eric Ratcliffe The Great A:irthurian Timeslip (ORE of Stevenage 
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Chnis Ashton "Was King Arthun· bUJried irr Hove?" Qui<:lcsilver Mess-
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Michael Wood In Searah of the Dark Ages (BBC Publiaations 1981) 
£8.95 

RTHUR continues to inspire further, sometimes original re­
search. Par from being anchored finnly to the battle of Ba­
don (around 500 AD) he keeps drifting out of our· g1rasp fur-

ther baak in time, a sort of "Dr Who on horseback" as the tele­
v ision :nepol'ter said. Geoffrey Ashe's paper· for the Journal of 
the Medieval Academy of America involves a radical rethink of 
some conventional ideas of the historical Arthtll!, and we are 
grateful for a complimentary copy provided by Speculum whieh 
f orms the basis for this summary. 

Geoffrey of Monmouth 's Histoey (c 1136) gives the first full­
blown account of King Arthur we possess , and appea?!B to form the 
basis of most of the later medieval romana~s. DeteITD!ined efforts 
have been made to discover hi s ultimate sources, and Ashe sug­
gests where we might sea:mrh to find the missing links. We start 
with some contemporarry or nean-«ontemporary Continental writers 
--Cassiodorus (c 531), Jordanes ' Gothic. History (a 551), Gregory 
of Toure' Histo¥t of the Fmmks (c 591) and especially Sidonius 
Apollinarie' Le era (c · 470-80)--who «ollectively provide the 
f ollowing account as · inter.pneted by Ashe: 

467 . Leo I , Emperor of the East (457-74), appoints a Byzantine 
n oble, Anthemius, as Emperor· of the West. Anthemius then seeks 
British aid against Euria (King of the Visi~ths from 466) who 
has gneedy eyes on northern Gaul-Al!moriaa (Brittany) and the 
Kingdom of Soiseons under the general Syagrius, 'King of the Ro­
mans' (See map). 

468 As Simplicius succeeds to the papal thron~, a te:zrtain Rioti­
mue or Riothamus, King of the Britons, comes over- to Gaul with a 
reported 12,000 men in response to Anthemius' appeal. Around this 
time marauding Saxons under a chieftain Corsoldue are routed by 
'Romans ' (Syagriu$ and the Britons?) with some Pnankieh allies, 
and are expelled from the area around the lower· Loire. 

The Britons, however, are about to be betrayed by Al.?Vandus, imp­
erial prefeat of Gaul and Anthemius' deputy. He advises Emric, 
King of the Visigoths, to attack the Britons north of the Loire 
and then partition Gaul with the Bturgundians. 

469. A:mrandus is rumbled, and subsequently impea<ehed by the Ro­
man· Senate. But Euric · has already ae'ted ... 

470. After·Riothamus enters the state of the Bitlll!iges (modern 
Berey) he is hi mself routed aften·a lengthy battle by· the Visi­
goths , before the Romans of Soissons can aid him, at Bour.g-de­
Deols near'Ch~teauroux. Euric then expels the Britons from 
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Bourges and Riothamus flees to the Burgundians, alli e s of the 
Romans . Riothamus disappears from history in the area around 
Avallon (Gaulish: 'Place of the Apples'). 

.i 
Does this story sound familiar? A King of the Britons , defeating 
the Saxons, betnayed· by a deputy while fighting in Gaul and dis­
appeaning mysteriously near Avallon is suspiciously like the 
continental aampaigns of Arthur describefl by Geoffrey of Mon­
mouth, taking up half of the stony of Arrthµr's reign-, in the His-
tor.y. Geoffrey's earlier Prophecies have it thus: --

"The Boar of Cornwall shall lord it over· the forests of Gaul. 
The House of Romulus shall dread his savagery and his end will 
be shnouded in mystery." 

There ane seve:rtal obvious objections to the equation Arthur = 
Riothamus: \ 
1. "'llhe name is diffe:nent." Riothamus it is suggested is Celtic 

*Rigotamus, meaning 'king' with a supenlat,i~ suffix (ie Great 
King). This could be a title like Vortigern 'high chief' or Aug­
ustus 'the august', and Riothamus couid be short for Artorius 
Rigothamus, 'the Great King Arthur-r:-
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2. "The dates are different." Riothamus disappeal"s in 470, 
Geoffrey' s Arthur in 542. Where did Geoffl"ey get 542? Ashe al"­
gues, persuasively, that Geoffrey saw a date 442 and ~~uld not 
square it with a post-500 date for Badon, which was not origin­
a lly associated with 11 Al!'t orious Riothamus " . Not :uealizing that 
t his date 442 was calculated fl"Om the Passion (not the Incarna­
t ion as accepted now - though the computations are incorrect ly 
devised) he adjusted it to 542. (A later Arthurian writer, 
Wace, even adjusted this further t o 642!) 

3. "Arthur's enemies are different ." Having adjusted dates, 
Geoffrey is not avel"se to reworking details to suit his purpose 
of glorifying Arthur above all others, Romans included. He for­
gets however to omit other details which confinn an earlier 
dating: he mentions the Emperor Leo (d 474) and Pope Sulpicius 
(= Simplieius? d 483), and sends Arthur to a place southwest of 
Langres, not far· away from the Burgundian Avallon. 

4- "Ar.-thw:r is nowhere mentioned in earlier references as being 
in Gaul." One of Ashe' s star· witnesses is a Latin Legend of St 
Goeznovius, dated 1019 and given third-hand in a 15th century 
MS . {:formerly at Nantes Cathedl!al). This places "the great Arthur 
King of t he Britons" in the period immediately after- Vortige:im, 
in the mid-5th centuey. The Saxons are subdued in Britain AND 
IN GAUL before the King is "summoned at last :ll'rom human activi­
ty"·, whereupon the Saxons return· to the Island ( as we know they 
did , invading Sussex in 477 and Hampshire in 495). The Legend is 
independent of Geoffrey of Monmouth, plac-ing Arthur's heyday 
more than half a century before. 

There are other objections of course, like Arthur's connection 
with the battle of Badon (c 499) and the list of Arthurian 
battle given in Nennius (did they take place in Brittany?). But 
enough has been presented of Ashe ' s case to show it merits con­
sideration. Not only will adherents of an "historical" Arthur 
have to do some rethinking, but more credence will have to be 
given to Geoffrey's claim that he translated into Lat in " cer­
tain very ancient book , .. ritten iIT the British (ie Breton) lang­
uage" and which in particular gave him details of the final dim 
battle of Camlann . Did this an·cient treatise also supply details 
for the Legend of St Goeznovius, and are these the traces of a 
"missing link" in a chain of Arthurian sources leading to Geof­
frey of Monmouth? 

* 
O SOONER might we aceept that Arthur's heyday could be half 
a c·entury earlier than generally a~epted when we are :forced 
to consider Eric. Ratcliff'e 's thesis that Arthur flourished 

not in the 5th century but in the first. He regards the evidence 
for a sub-Roman Arthur as very flimsy and c-ircumstantial, and 
argues his case from his own 11Timeslip" theory. 

Oral tradition is subject to distortion or exaggeration when 
facts are transmitted over a span of time, until the tradit·ion 
is "fixed" by being committed to writing. These distortions or 
exaggerations, so well known to each of us, a:re defined as "slip 
phenomena". When this "slip" involves the t:iransmission of a dat­
able event, we get ':'imeslip. T-imeslip is therefore tll'e period 
between the false time recorded ·for an event and the true time 
of the event. (Timespan is the period between the record of the 
event and the true time of the event.) 
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Ratcliffe suggests that as time go s on the oral tradit ion al­
ways un·dere 0 timates how long ago 3 particula histori cal event 
took place. For example , Gildas ( ho committ ed the rece ived 
t radition to w:eit ing c 545 ) e s timat ed Hadrian ' s Wall was built 
in 38 3 AD , whereas t he date is nemter 120. Timespan here is. 
54 5 - 1 20 = 425 years , and Timeslip is 383 - 120 = 263 years. 
From this and other examples Ratcliffe estimates Arthur's hey­
day as the first century AD, a timeslip of 400 years . I trans­
late this into a graph: 

TIMESLIP 
500 
400 · 
300 
200 
1C7 300 
true time 
of event 

Fals e t ime~ 
re co:rided 

500 700 
TIMESPAN 

I 
lwritten 

-time of 
written 
record 

Having estimated when 
Arthur really lived, Rat­
cliffe begins to look for 
l ikely ~andi dates , perhaps 
rec orded by c·ontemporaries 
and t herefore not affected 
by timesltP• 
He clisc·overs that Juvenal 
i n the 1st c·entury ment ions 
a. c-eriain British king(?) 
Arvirs .. gus, who also appears 

i n Geoffrey of Monmouth's Hist or y as the son of Cymbeline and in 
Glastonbury legend as the king who gr&~ted land t o J oseph of Ar­
imathea. Roman sources also tell us of the celebrated Caratacus 
or CalTRctacus, son of Cunobelinus ( = Cymbeline ) who f rom the 
middle of the first century fought against the Romans . -For no 
~ood reasons Ratcliffe equates t hese two sons of Cunobelinus 
( one mythical , one historic-al) and ~urther id~n~ifies ~he bat­
tles Nennius attributes to Arthur with the Bnt1.sh :resistance 
against the Claudian invasion under Aulus Plautius . Purther, we 
may regard Caratacus as a "title", king-commander , and Arvirag­
us as perhaps Ar'wyrauc, tlie Bear-fol k chief ie Arth-wyr or 
Arthur. Thus Arviragus = Caratacus = Arthur . 
Ingenious though thi s argument is, i t rests on inadequate found­
ations• To establish his Timeslip-Timespan t heory data , Ratcliffe 
uses only six examples: the building of Hadri an ' s Wall recorded 
by Gildas, the battle of Llongborth (which he dates, incredibly , 
at 50 AD), the foundations of the monasteries of Croyland and 
Repton , the birth of Adam accgrding to Mose s (4004 BC) and the 
origins of homo sapiens ( c 10 BC ). On the basis of these too few 
examples Ratcliffe not only builds the elaborate edifi ce outlined 
earlier but also establishes 900-1000 AD as the best peri od for 
assuming the final transition from oral t o written reco_rds, when 
the "greate.st and final Slip date " (the false dat e recorde d for 
an event) "was being established in the records ." He then pro­
ceeds to rely on· his "intuitive" sense to associate Arthur-Arvir­
agus-Caratac~s with the introduction of Christianity to these 
islands. 
I am not really convinced by .any of this. Even if his Arthurian 
Timeslip theory w.ene to be supported by ade~uate data (which it 
is not), to sidestep the truly complex nature of the "Arthurian" 
evidenc.e by res orting to intuition is, I think, intellectually 
dishonest ·. If there is a case to pI!ove (and there may Just poss­
ibly be one) then The Great Anthurian Timeslip promises much but 
fails to deliver the goods . 

• 
Quicksilver Messengen is a magazine dealing with earth mysteries 
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in SE England and related s ubjecrt s . !ta e ditor , Chris Ashton , 
was a Pendragon member in the ear l y 70s, and asks "Was King Ar­
thur buried in Hove?" in an anticle in issue No 3. 
Hov e 's Gr eat Mound or Bury was des truyed 1856-7 . 15-20ft hi gh 
and 150 paces around , it contained an east-west orient ed oak 
c off i n 6-7ft long filled with "eharnd" bones, and ambe:u· cup , 
a double-headed ax e , a dagger blade and a so-called whetstone. 
This Bronze Age mound, dated to 1600 BC, was the scene of an 
Easter round dance called Kiss-in-the-Ring until its destiruction. 
Chris argues that Arthur is a British sungod like Apollo , and al­
s o a British hero like Theseus; the Apollonian amber cup and the 
labyrinthine associations of the double-headed axe support his 
belief that the Hove ID8J1 was playing a mythic role as "Arthur", 
British sungod and hero. 

He is wrong however to claim as he does that this Bronze Age 
chieftain is a Celtic solar· king (nearly a millenium separates 
t he raising of the mound from the Iron Age Celts) and misguided 
t o suggest that "if we allow ou:rrselves to be conned into believ­
i ng that Anthurwas one man who lived at one particular time and 
who a4ampioned the (Roman) culture which had subjugated his own 
people, then we ane playing into the hands of pop historians and 
c:ornmercialism . 11 Somehow I don •t see the 9th e:entU11Y Nenni us fit­
ting this description . Chris ' heart is in the right place when 
he pans commel!Cialism artd when he necognises "Arthur" as a myth­
i c figure, but his arguments are a little muddled. 

(QM is available at £3.20 for 4 issues from 26A Wilb1ll!'Y Ave, 
Hove, Sussex . ) .. 
:ffl

ANY READERS will remember· the two TV series Michael Wood 
presented and the ?1'eat enthu~iasm he engende~d in subjects 
a s diverse as Boudicca and Eric Bloodaxe. Having read Modern 

History at Oxford, and done postgraduate work on 10th centull'Y 
Anglo-Saxon history, it is not surprising that he is eontinuous­
ly drawing vivid parallels from contemporary events so as to 
throw light on the Dark Ages (incidentally, you will lmow the 
genuine Dark Age sites in this book by their misty, grainy phot­
ographs, pr obably takerr in the Celtic twilight). The text ~eads 
like the script of the films with its infectious interest in 
rattling yarns, documents and archaeological remains, and there 
are clear maps, booklists and an index. 
As regards Arthur, Wood definitely belongs to the Doubting Thom­
as School (named after Prof Charles Thomas) whieh includes Dr Ro­
be~t Dunning, Richard Barber et al. "A mass of Arthurian· books 
is available from reputable academic works to theories from the 
lunatic frin~e ... Anthur emerges as eveL"ythirrg from eult hero to 
guerilla generalissimo, Dark Age Supe~an_to Dark Age Che Gueva­
ra ... Every age makes of Arthur what it will ... yet reluctantly 
,. e must conclude that there is no definite evidence that Arthur 
ever existed ... " 
His arguments generally are not new, but he does~ service by 
drav·ing attention to continuing research ( eg Carlisle and Wr<:>x­
eter in the Arthurian chapter) witn interesting sidelights like 
the manner of Harold's death at Hastings, and William of Norman­
dy's "portrait 11 • Highly recommended. 
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"Th e l egendary King Arthur and 
his Knights of the Round Table 
may not have been t he ea r ly 
Celtic and/ or Welsh figures so 
commonly assumed by scholars, 
but the early descendants of a 
displaced mi litary bantl of 
prot o-Russians larown to history 
as Saim1atians ... Dr C Scott 
Littleton, a cultural ant hro­
pologist of Occidental College 
~ . . found that (the gr-eat 
French authority in his fi eld ) 
Ge or ge Dumezil long ago struck 
u p a friendship with a band of 
Sovi et-Turkish peoples ca lled 
t he Ossetes i n the n orthern 
Caucasus . These people, survi ­
ving in only a handf ul, are 
descendants of an ancient war­
r ior people called the Sarma­
t ians ... first cousins of the 
violent Scythians of what is 
now Russia. 
The modern Ossetes , Dumezil 
found, have preserved not only 
a Sarmatian dialect but also a 
rich oral tra dition that rea­
ches back to the pre-Christian 
era. Dumezil collected the en­
tire cycle of oral epics, 
which deals with a band of 
heroes called the Narts, led 
by Batradz ... 
The death of Batradz was re­
markably similar to that of ..• 
Arthur. Mortally wountled, Ba­
t radz is taken to the shore . . • 
by his two faithful companions 
... where he commands t hem t o 

• throw his sword int o t he water. 
Twice a compani on deceives Ba­
t radz, but he lmows the decep­
tion , and the third time the 

OOK 

anb hi~ ..lla-rts 1 

s?rnrd is thrown i n , ,rhere­
u pon the water t urns blood 
r ed and becomes t u.rbu.l eni;. 
Batradz t-hen d ies . . . 11 2 

We l ea rn- f'rom Dr Sc ott Little­
t orr (whom God p:iresel!'Ve ) of 
t he Occidental College that, 
circa 150 AD, a Roman command­
er, one Luci us Art orius Castus 
by name , appli ed to Marcus 
Aurel ius ( who b ecame Emperor 
i n 161 AD ) for s ome 5 , 500 Sar­
mat i ans (who had be en· captured 
i n Hungary ) to accompany h im 
t o Britain·, "mindf1 l c f t he 
Sarmat i ans ' a.bilit y on the 
battlefield". 
I t s eems that the gallant Cas­
tus had be en appo i nted to s ome 
c ommand in N Britai n , as part 
of the garrison of the Wall. 
Presumably thes e horsemen or 
cataphracti were the forerun­
ners of the famous Hungar ian 
Hussars; in other words, l ight 
cavalry: "The Sarmatians them­
selves, essential l y paid mer­
cenaries ... easily swit ched 
their affections to the Roman 
conouerors ... settling in the 
a.reii around modern Ribchester 
••• 11 3 Presumably these Sarina ­
tians had become foederati and 
were officered by their own 
officers under a Roman comman­
der. 
Dr Littleton goes on t o inform 
us that t hes e men were s o im­
pressed by the ir commander 
that subseouent commanders 
were known a s "The Artorius". 
This rank, similar to that ad ­
opted for the early Emperors 
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(The Caesaz,) continued until 
the late 5th century . Then· the 
commandez,· of the British fonees 
was known· as The A!'torius; 
hence the Artht.m of legend , •a 
mixture of Celtic sagas and the 
Samnatians' own Nart he~oes. " 

Thirdly, such a large body of 
cavalry would not have been 
required in the district men­
tioned. rt is possible that a 
numbez, of onits, in sq-uadrotl' 
strength, would ha.ve been 
posted at the major fol!"ts on 

the Wall as part of the 
regulBJ!" Legions. A similar 
state of e.ffail"S existed otl' 
the frontier of India. On 

the Baluchistan-Indian· sect­
oit· only one brigade fflSS sta­
tioned, numbering three regi­
ments. As in the ease of Had­
rian·' s Wall, the main garris­
on consisted of infantry and 
artilleey. Ih the case of the 
Wall garrison, cavaley would 
have been :rrequired only to 
pursue S'lleh Picts as had been 
repelled by the ±n:r1l?l~. It 
can, the1"efore, be safely as­
sumed that no large body of 
these foederati were attaclted 
to the Wail. 
Regarding the use of the name 
ABTHUR-ARTORIUS to indicate 
their chief leader, this , 
surely, is absu:ud? Castus' 
Own perhaps, Cataphracti Ce.s­
ti, but e-ertairrly not Arlorii. 
Assuming that these troops 
wene ae.taphr:acti (though it 
is thouglrt that they were 

Late let century pan1de hel- scutaJrii ) there is no trace 
met with face-mask from Rib- of such a unit or formation 
chester , wo:im by auxiliar,r in BI?'itain at tl:ie time of 
cavalrymen for toUll'l'lements. Theodosius' expedition . • The L-----------------.... only cavalcy· regimerrt specif-

LET US EXAMINE the above state- ically mentioned is the Scut-
ments in some detail. Fii,st, arii Aureliaci. This regimerrt 
did Castus neeeive his foedera- never appeared on the rolls 
ti? There is no trace in the DO of the Ro!IIBll Arary be:f'ore then 
o:f such a body of troops opera- and is shewn as joining mieo-
t ing on, or near, the Wall. (DO dosius orr his arrival. It is 
stands for Dignitate Oceidenta- th-ought that this unit was 
lis and was the Army list · of the household bucellarii of 
the periods mentioned. )4 the Awrelianus family at the 

time of Ambrosius the first 
Secondl y, such a large number (father of Ambrosius the 
of specialist troops ( almost Great) and, a s in the state 
Legi·on strength ) woul d never of the Eastern Empire, was 
have been permitted to operate i t d . t Theodosius' nco:irpol!'S e in o 
together irr the same location. force f o:r the duration· of 
It would have been contrary to hostilities. It then reverted 
Boman policy;-'--fo:i;,, ob:vio.us P.eas= to its normal duties, subse-
ons. quently being employed irrthe 
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overthrow of Vol!"tigern. It is 
interesting to note that this 
same unit Jl'emained on the 
stnength of the Roman Army un­
ti l the final evacuation of 
B~itain in 420 AD. 
To sum up then: t here is no 
tracr-e of a foederati cavalry 
formation being stationed on 
the Wall. There is no record 
of any rnit, whether cataphrac­
tii or soutarii, beaning the 
title of Castus, Artorius or 
even Aurelius from 150 AD to 
420 AD stationed i n Britain or 
anywhere else. Whilst it is 
possible that some Sarmatians 
entened the Roman sez,vioe and 
were posted t o Britain ,** it 
is surely quite impossible that 
t he name of theiz, commander 
would have been retained in 
Britain fon over 300 ye~l"s and 
r.eganded with such esteem that 
it 1tecame the nucleus and its 
final commander the Comes Brit­
annia:rrum of t he forc e engaged 
i n their struggle with the Sax­
ons . I fear that t he good Doc­
t or has stall'ted a "red herr-
ing"! 

REFERENCES AND NOTES Map p22 

1 . Parts of this article first 
appeaned in Pendragon Vol 10 No 
1 (Nov 1976) and No 2 (Feb 
1977 ). 
2. Dave Smith , "The Nart s of 
the Roun-d Table? " Los Angeles 
Times Weds July 28 1976. 

ury list of Impel"ial Officials , 
known as the Notitia Dignitatum 
Ribohester was called Bremetan:­
nacum and was oceupied by a 
cuneus, a cavalry regiment, of 
Sarmatae. " Derek Brown, op c it . 
5. See Professor AM James • 
monumental work , The Later Rom­
an Empire . 
EDITORIAL NOTES 
* Count Theodosius was sent to 
Britain irr 367 to co-ordinat e 
defences against a joint attack 
by Saxons , Picts and Scots. 
~• John Brooke's refutations 
may not necessarily be the last 
word: var i ous authorites accept 
some substantial cavalry pres­
sence in t his frontier zone at 
the time i n question . "Short ly 
after the middle of the second 
centuz,y, duri ng the period 155-
8, there is evidence of a wide­
spread r evolt which led not on­
ly to materia l destruction, but 
als o to human casual ties heavy 
enough t o make it necessary for 
reinforcement s to be dr afted 
from the German provinces for 
all three of the Legions irr 
Britain ... Aftel" only a short 
break Newstead was reoccupied, 
t his time by a cavalry regiment 
one thousand stl"ong. " ( P Hunt er 
Blair Roman Britain- and Early 
England (Sphere 1969 p90f) 
Referring to the Newstead ala 
or regiment Richmonu says -­
"These costly and valuabl e reg­
iments, almost rarer than the 
legio:.1s, were habitually placed 

3. "This is in the Rib)lle Vall- on frontiers where attacks in 
ey, north of the A59 between force ... might be made on a 
Preston and Clithe~oe: I must fairly wide front" (Roman Brit-
add , though, that _it is AT ain Penguin 1963 p55). Cassius 
LEAST a h'W!dned miles. fr~m the Dio "tells us that in 175 Marc­
nearest point on Hadrian 5 ?fall. us Aurelius sent to Britain 
It seems to stand_on the maint 5,500 auxiliary cavalry ... but 
road from the L~giona:ry HQ a his wars on the Danube forbade 
Chester to Carlisle--Roman eq- more effective action" (Coll-
ui~alent of the M6--and at a ingwood and Myres Roman Britain 
point where another road & the English Settlements 1937, 
branched eastwar ds across the pl5l) 
Pennines to York, the other • 
Legion~ry HQ in the North." - What happened to Marcus' caval-
Derek Bnown in Vol 10 No 2. 'I!Y, not mentioned in the DO? 

4. "Ao cording to the 5th cent-
Where did the 5th century Sarm­
atae of the ND come from? 
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I c~nnE OT~S 
l rtltur'r; ~rppt119ran, DEREK BURTON 

S AT O R This square i s a set of letters 
which can be arranged in a man­
ner rather like a magic square 
of numbers, and can be arranged 
to give t he Christian message 
PATERNOSTER. Such a square was 
fouml about three years ago at 
Roman excavations in Deansgate, 
Manchesten. On the original 
clay tablet (which can be ob­
tained as a postcard from St 
Anne 's Church, Manchester) the 
square is arranged as follows: 

R OT AS 
0 P E R A 

T E N E T 
ARE P 0 

S A T O R 

In this form the Christian s ig­
nificance was said to be hidden 
fr om Romans who were not 
Christian. To form the Pater 
Nester i t was re- arranged as 
foll ows: 

a PAT ER 

a 

p 
A 
T 
E 
R 
N O S T E R 
0 
s 
T 
E 
R 

0 

0 

I have used small case "a" and 
11 0 11 to represent the Greek 
Alpha and Omega. 
On reading a French book by 
Chaume il, I came across another 
arrangement of the square : 

1 l 

A R E P 0 

T EN ET 
0 P E R A 

ROTAS 1 

In both versions, the words 
can be read in columns or l ines, 
or re-arranged to give the 
message. TENET reads the s~e 
either way round. Before going 
on to explain Chaumeil's inter­
pretation, a translation of the 
Latin words, as usually inter­
preted, is given. This can easi­
ly be discovered in a book by 
Pepper and Wilcock. 2 The ~rans­
lation reads: "The sower is at 
the plough; the labour occupies 
t he wheels. 11 The authors say 
t hat a more liberal translation 
would yield: 11Creati ve power 
holds the wheels by a thl!'ead ." 
Other sites where the square has 
been found are also listed: 

1 Knittlingen, S Germany, on 
parchments in the basement of 
a museum . 

2 Pompeii. 
3 Hadrian's Wall. 
4 Sixteenth eentury Austrian 
coin. 

The German parchments are said 
to date back to the fourth cent­
uey AD. The square in this ~ook 
is written the same way as in 
Chaumeil, who says that the . 
auestion to ask of th~ square is 
•iwhat do you wish to give me?" 
thus suggesting a concealed 
meaning. 
A good place to look for an 
answer is in the stars, as ARTOS 
i s the name given to the famili­
ar star-group the Great Bear, 
3.lso known as the Plough, the 
Big Dipper and Anthur's Wain. ~n 
mythology , Ursa Major was Call:i-

st o, daughter of King Lycaon of 
ARCADIA. Juno became jealous of 
Call isto 's beauty, so to pro­
teet Calliste from this jeal­
ousy, Jupiter turned Calliste 
into a bear . This bear was 
neanly killed by ARCAS, Cal lis­
t o•s own son, so to pnevent 
t his happening agairr Jupiten· 
tunned Areas into another bear , 
the Little Bean· (Ursa Minor). 
So bears are obviously imporl­
ant here. 

One of the Frencll versiorrs of 
the square was found at 1Rnmges 
Cathedral. To quote a t:ransla­
tion of Chaumeil: 

"The sepulch:ue of the Duke of 
Bex,ry is in the Cathedral of 
Boul'ges. Beneath tlre feet of 
th~ lying Duke is a bear· and 
it's wal.'Iling, ' Bear the time 
will come' ... to tft~ Great 
Beal!'wliose name is ARTOS ~ 
whose anagram SATOR makes arr 
equilatel'al triangle, Jarnac, 
Monzteval and Gisons. 11 

Chawneil denives this triangle 
fr.om the othel!' places near 
Bourges wh~eh have a ROTAS 
squazte . Bounges is the c~ntre 
of ~ranee and a lso appears to 
be at the centre of the tnian­
gle. By placing anotheI!·tri­
angle of the same size ove:u , 
but inverted , a six-pointed 
stan· c.an, be imagin~d ove:ir·the 
geography of Fnance: 

Rouen • 

• Bourges 

The square at Jarnac is called 
the Golden Calf and was found 
on a wine pres s . At Monreval 
the square is called "du Cuet 11 

and has been studied in modern 
times since at least 1812. As 
for the star-, it has often 
been associat ed with Solomon, 
and appears in the geometry of 
the Cathedi,als of Bourges and 
St Sulpice in Paris. 3 The .con­
nection with Gisors is high­
lighted in two ways at least: 

1 Gisors is a town with a 
huge castle, and the castle 
is built in such a way as to 
line up with important star­
groups inc·ludirrg the Great 
Bear.4 

2 De S~de also shows the Zod­
iac arranged over the star 
pattern geography shown by 
Chaumeil . I have been to the 
Cathedral at Gisors and the 
main east window is the Zod­
iac! There is cleariy some­
thing stnange here.5 

Yet another ver-sion of the 
square was found on tfte back 
of a sculpted head that had 
been taken from the back top 
of a menhir in the Renn~s-le­
Ch~teau area of S France . This 
head is now is now in the back 
wall of the presbytery of 
Rennes-les-Bains Church . I 
have seen the head, said to be 

Stenay • 

___J'-----•Monre~al 

Jarnac L---~=----1 
' ' I • Lyon 

v 
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that of Dagoberl II, the l~st 
Mel:l'ov i ngian king, b~t the in~ 
sciption would be hidden as it 
is fixed to the wall . To :ttetul"l'l 
to ARCAS, he was named after 
ARCAdi a. The region around 
Rennes - les-Bains has been iden­
tified with the n ew Arcadia and 
t he Alpha of the Pater Noster 
has been suggested to be the 
Alph , s acred river of Arcadia. 
More connections can be comple­
ted as Dagobert's son Sigebert 
was said to have narrowly 
missed being assassinated alon~ 
with hi s father , and was taken 
t o Rennes-le-Chateau to recov­
er. Cemainly eviden~e of a 
Merovingian burial was f ound _in 

. th·e crhurch there. The assassin-
ation . of Dagobe:rrt was rrear 
Stenay (Ardennes) and there ane 
still a few nu.ins of a veny 
ea:tr.Ly church to St Dagobe:rrt at 
Stenay. They are on private 
ground but could be seen fainly 
olearly from the road when I 
was there. The connection with 
Stenay is interesting as, like 
Gisors, it was once a Templar 
stronghold. 
Another possible connection 
given by Chaumeil is th~ Heb~ew 
number co:vresporrdence with 
ROTAS , whi ch he claims would be 
written in Hebrew as 
RESCH VAV or TAV or SAMEKH6 

WAW TiAW 

200 6 400 60 
He doesn't mention the A, but 
implies that it would be left 
out. This 200 
then gives, 400 
by addi- 60 
tion: 6 

bbfi 

This is the number of the Beast 
in Revelation 13: 18. 

"Here is wisdom. _Let him that 
hath understanding count the 
number of the beast: for it is 
the number of a man: and his 
number is six hundred three 
and six." 

What Chaumeil s eems t o be hint­
ing is that the ~ast _is_a b ear, 
and that the warning in tiourg-:s 
is connected with t he pJrophecies 
of Revelat ion . Returning to 
Paris, Chaumeil says t hat s ec:et 
11'ituals involving bear symbolism 
still take place i n the crypt at 
St Sulpice. This Church is cert ­
ainly full of interesting mat er-
i al. 
(NB The number 400 which Chaum­
eil gives f or T is a.etually the 
value of Th. The proper sum 
woul d therefore be: 

R Resh 
O ( r) Ayin 
T Teth 
A (') Aleph 
S Samekh 

200 
7.0 

9 
1 

60 
340 

The Hebrew sometimes left out_ 
v owels (ie miss Aleph) but t~is 
would not account fol:!' why O is 
included and A is not. Appar­
ently, however, Kal;ba~ists did 
stretch things a bit if they­
wanted to.) 

This all takes us far from sec­
ret Christian' devices and sug­
gests a pall'8llel, ratheJr· more 
hidden tradition for the square 
which goes back to at least the 
f ourth centUl:l'Y AD, and perhaps 
earlier. I hope this short 
piece will inspiJre someone to 
do tl:l'anslations of s ome of these 
important FrenC"h books: At t1:e 
moment there is very little in 
English available on the~e fas­
cinating problems. The kind of 
con~lusion which suggests it­
self is that the ROTAS square 
has a. mystery revolving around 
it in the same sense that the 
star patterns revolve around 
the heavens along with the 
Great and Little Bears. For the 
present time the search is 
rather frustrating without a 
good !mowledge of French. This 
short . piece only hints at the 
kind of work that could be 
done. 

LE CAR.RE ROTAS: SOURCES AND NOTES 

Jean-Lua Chaumeil Le Tresor du TJrianfl e d'Or (Treasure of the 
Golden· Triangle, Editions Lefeuvre 979, obtainable f rom 29 
Rue Pastorelli, 06000 N'ICE , Fra.rree; tel 93 85-04-56) 
Many hints at origins of Merovingians and Priory of Sion, and 
pictures of PieI'l!'e Plantard. 

Gerard de S~de Les Templiers sont parmi Nous (The Templars are 
among us , Editions J 1ai Lu 1962) arrd Le Tri!sor Maudit de 
Rennes-le-Chiteau (The Cursed Treasure of Hennes ... J'ai Lu 
1967) 
Templars book most useful as the Hennes one is inaecurat:e oc­
casionally, although it gives good background. 

Louis Vaza:ut (author and editor) Abrege d@ l'ffistoire des 
Fnanes fAbridged History of the French, Editions Vazart 1978, 
obtainable from 1 Avenue Jean-Jaur~s, 92150 Sauresnes, PARIS) 
Great detail of Mer.ovingian genealogies arrd French royalty. 

li'l!anck Marie Rennes-le- Ch~teeu ~tude Cr i -t~ue {SRES 1978, ob­
tainable from 142 Rue de Paris , 92220 B:l-l 'TEUX) 
Excellent for · Hennes, St Sulpice etc, although some mirror irr­
aceuraaies. 

L'Abbe H Boudet La Vrai Langue Celtique (The True Celtic Langu­
age, 1896; I!eprinted by· Phillippe Sehrauben Reprints , 33 Rae 
de Minimes, BRUXELLES 1000, Belgium) 
Boud:et, the priest of Rennes-les-Bains chum:h, knew the secl."et 
of the Priory of Sion beyond doubt! 

Elizabeth Pep:per and J·ohn Wile'◊ck Magic.al and Mystie:al Sites 
(Abaeus 1978) • 

Bri~sley le Poer Trench Temple of the Stars (Fontana 197(3 ) 
Astrology of bear. signs in histoJrY. 

Liz Greene The Dreame:ir· of the Virre ( Bodley Head 1980) 
Exc·ellent novel based on Golden Triangle of Gisors , Stenay and 
S Franc·e, plus N·ostradamus. Reads as fiction· but is mostly fact . 

The Unexplained Issues 4-13 conta in Hennes and related material. 
Collins French-English Dictionary!!! 

REFERENCES AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
1 Chaumeil p 97,, 2 Peppe:u· and Wile.ock pp 190, 191. 3 Marie p 
125, 4 De Sede 1962 pp 237, 240 , 5 Ibid p 279. 6 Chaumeil p 98. 
Thanks are due to Brian McGarron for help with the Freneh trans­
lations. 

EDITOR'S NOTE Othen· artiales and letters on the Cryptogram have 
appeared in Pendnagon• ( • out of print) including: 
Peter Ratazzi "The Magie Squa:tte" XI,4•. Sid Birchby "A~epo in 
Mancllester" ibid•. Miahael Benkert "Magic· Squares · and the Magi" 
XII,l; "The Prophetic Cryptogram" XII,2 and XIII,3. 
On the Great Bear see Chris Tur:ne:tt•s 11Arthurand the Bear of 
Arcady" XIII, 1 and Geoffi:tey Ashe' s The Ane·ient Wisdom. 
On Knittlingen (arrd Faust) see Peter Ratazzi In St1"8.ngest Eur­
~ (Mitl!'e Press 1968) 37ff. On the Beast of Revelation as the 
Empel!or Domitian, ibid p 211. 

1 7 



GALAHAD . A 
sol'n€ odd theories fliil) MARK 

VALENTINE 

GAirkH!AD ~snot a warrior; he is 
a myst,:i!'c. The character rests 
uneas,il'y in the pageant o.f 
court~y I'omance, the blood 
feud!s•, homage and wooing. What 
he symbolises is purity, aust­
erity, idealism, qualities both 
nare and ~co:vned in· most peri­
ods of his·tory. Arthur• s own 
attitud,e to the Quest which 
Galahad helps to instigate is 
ambivalent--he sees its attnac­
tions, its haunting nobility, 
but he nesents the fact that it 
will d.est:tt0y the Round Table. 
What 01U1 this be an allegory 
of? The ways of war, tempoI!al 
matters, all custom and normal 
way of life ane discarded fo~ 
an intangible vision, something 
rejecrting wealth, powen, self­
indulgence, carnal love and 
violence for the sake of en­
lightenment. 
It seems to say that after con­
quering all their foes, Arthurs 
followeI!S grew old and their 
minds tumied to their own· mort­
ality, their- ultimate fate. 
They sought salvation. Could 
this be an image of the essen­
tially tribal Celtic ways and 
folk-lone giving way to an eth­
eneal Chnistianity totally 
alien to them? Could Galahad 
therefore have been an ~early 
saint or monkf Leading Arthur's 
followers away from war would 
cre:r-tainly have been a Christian 
preoccupation, and the result 
clea~ly could have beerr to div­
ide and end the "Round Table". 
Thel'l! is of c·ourse the chroni­
cle which says Arthur carried a 
banner of the Virgin Mary into 
battle, but this is highly sus­
pect. Even if t:uue, however·, it 
could still be that Galahad is 
a lingering tradition of a Cel­
tic. saint who converted Arth~s 
warband ( o:xr some of them) fr.om 
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a nominal, still pagan at heart, 
Christianity to the full impli­
cations of what Ch:irist taught . 
The pnoblem with all th~s is 
that thene is a gap. Galahad 
doesn't appean· in any of the 
earliest A:nthurian· myths at all 
~-not the Mabinogiorr, no~ the 
chronicle:irs, nor the Spoils of 
Annwn or early poems and triads . 
He's a late:xr CJ:reation, perhaps, 
of about the 12th-13th eentury. 
For· the theony just outlined to 
ring tl"tl.e, some earlien re~er­
enc·e is ll'eally indisperrsable, 
and it doesn't exist. 
But cl~arly Galahad can ''t have 
been con,jured from nowhere. If 
the troubadours of the 12th-
13t-h c:entwries created him, 
therr why? What did lte :irepresent 
to them? Well, central t .o the 
theme of Galahad is the Grail 
whicli, he gains. There are two 
strands of thought omthi.s cur­
ious symbol. One is that it's a 
:rremnant of the Celtic cauldron 
of plenty, r.ationalised into a 
Chnistian symbol. If this is 
so, it still doesn't explain 
Galahad, because he ,doesn't ap­
pear in the Celtic myths. The 
seeond is that it.•s a much later 
additiorr to the Arthurian eycle, 
some so:ut of Christian veneer to 
placate the Church order of the 
day. 
But this doesn•·t ring trtte. "In 
early version£, such as the 
Queste composed soon after 1200, 
it stands for an ascetic ideal 
opposed to the norms of kmi.ght­
hood and comrtly love. 111 ffow, 
an aseetic ideal can hardly be 
said to he a represerrtation of 
the Church of the day. Pope In­
nocent III says this of a fair 
sample of clergy in the La.ngue­
doc area of Fran~e at the time: 

"They aire blin-d c:r,eatures, 
dumb hounds ... simoniacs who 

s ell justice, damning the poor 
and giving absolution to the 
rich. They do rrot even observe 
tlre laws of the Chmreh. They 
acq uine endless· benefices .•. 
one may observe monks ffho have 
east aside their monastic hab­
it:, taken wives 0l!'· mist:iresses 
and are living by usury .. . 11 2 

If Galahad was supposed to be 
an addi tiorr to the Arthwr stor­
ies in onder- to placate the 
Church, why would he be such a 
<tlear eontl!Sst to the usual way 
of life of the clel!'gy, his pur­
ity and nenunciation in antipa­
t hy to their· s elf-indulgi!nce 
and worldly ways? It is much 
mone likely that he is meant as 
a l!'epl!'oach to them, a vision of 
a bett ell'.', t l!'Uer · Christ.iani ty. 
A model of this kind of life 
would have well been available 
t o the :xromani:-e:rs. The Cathal!s 
of° the Provenljal a:irea taught 
and led a way · of life of c~m­
plete ascetieism. They denied 
all flesh and matter a s a crea­
tion of evil, would rrot eat 
meat, discouraged procreation 
and believed that when a child 
is born it pulls down from 
heaven a divine spirit to suf­
fer on eairth. Their aspiratiorr 
was to regain th~ ethereal 
spinit fomn by transcending 
this world. 
The pa:vallels with Galahad 
spring quickly to mind . And all 
this was a heresy, alien to the 
o:xrthodox Catholic chunch. 
The last sentence of a review 
0£ Morrllaillou : Cathaml and 
Catholics in· a French viiia e 
1 -1 24--"Bu any rro ion of 
a g1t& as expounded by t :roub­
adours and the like passed 
these 0ceitan villagers by•3-­
migh~ seem to imply repudia­
tion of th~ theory that Gala­
had was modelled on the Cath~ 
ars. But in fact most of the 
Pro'V'ent;al noble families were 
sympat~etic to the henesy; some 
lost thei1r lands and tit les be­
cause of it and otheJre (espec­
ially women~ were amo~t those 

Galahad's sponsor· in the 
Queste del Saint Graal: "a 
marr robed in white, of ven­
e:rable age and bearing ... " 

burnt by- the Chrurch. The Cathar 
cause a:ame irr time equated with 
PlroTerr(:81 nationalism in oppos­
ition to the invading Cll'Usaders 
and the :French king. Notning 
could be more natural than- that 
the njongletU"S" and troubadoul"s 
of the area should yeflect both 
the nobility's admi:iration for 
tliis rarif'ied Christianity, and 
its disgust f or the orthodox 
clergy. The concepts of cralahad 
and the G-:rail may therefore 
with _$ome justification ~e 
thought of as. a nitoJ!"t to the 
hypocrisy and materialism of 
the Catholic church, and a 
clear reference to the alterna­
tive of the Cathal!'S . 
There are some possible other· 
pal!'allels. In the romane·es, 
Galahad is presented to the 
rest of A:rthur's knights by an 
old man ffho vouches fo:ir· his 
qualities; the Cathars had a 

19 



similar ceremony. When a foll­
ower was thought good enough to 
become a "perfect" or committ ed 
Cathar, he would be presented 
to the community by a more S9n­
ior "perfect" who would recom­
mend him to them. At these cer­
emonies, the electus or aspir­
ant would be symbolically puri­
fied by: a laying-on of hands 
from an-other "perfeet " and from 
then on was held to have the 
Holy Spirit (or Consolamentum) 
within- him. For a Cathar belie­
ver to die without reeeivirrg 
the consolamentum was unthin:k­
able- -like a Catholic without a 
final confession. There may 

nerhaps be eometh1np ~f this 
in the concept of the "Host" 
within the Grail, a dee~lv 
s1gnif1.carrt manjfes·tat1on o f 
nure snirit in an earthl y ::i.rt 

efac"t . 

More resellrch will be necess­
ary to correlat e the timing 
and s ymbolism of Cathars wit h 
the emergence of the Galahad 
figm."e in Arthurian romances, 
but I would certainly regard 
it a s a workable hypothesis, 
and would be grateful for 
Pendragon readers' comments. 

@ Mark Val entine 1981 

l Geoffrey Ashe The Quest for Arthur ' s Britain ( Pall Mall 1968) 
pl3 

2 Massacire at Montsegur, an aceount of the fall of the last 
Cathar s tronghold, p53-

3 Pendragon Vol XIV ffo 1, pl3. 
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From Philip Jorres, Preston, 
Lanes; and Derek Burton, Al­
krington, Manchester: 
''We a:ire writing to exp:i:-es s , in 
the strongest possible terms, 
our total disgust with and re­
jection of several passages in 
th~ arlicle 'The Quest for the 
Unreal' by RA ~ilbert (Pen­
dragon XIV No 2). We alsoob­
j ect to either tlte work of Mr 
Pollard (i:n:-espective of wheth­
er his mate:irial is valid or 
not ' or the work of any other 
freelance writer being used as 
a stick with which t o beat t he 
research of H'enry Lincoln and 
his two close colleagues. 
Mr Lincoln has not at any 
stage of his eareful release 
of inTormation indulged in 
' wild' speculation and the use 
of such teI'!'lls and phrases as 
' blight,' 'fantasies' and 
'fool's gold' is pure cant. 
The reverse seems to be true 
when one looks at the account 
of the formation and aims of 
the Templa:rs as put into print 
by Mr Gilbert; an account 
which is absolutely wrong. How 
can one make unequivocal 

~ 

such as 111there was no link 
whatever·between Cathars and 
Templars" when dealing with 
this 8.l?ea of historical re­
s ea:rreh? 
In addition to a ll this RA 
Gilbe:irt has the gall to talk 
of Sion as being a shifty and 
ill-founded subject Sl"ea. !row 
many yeal!S has Mr Gilbert been 
nesearching the history and 
influence of the Priory? 
What Mr Gilbert has failed ut­
teuly to comprehend is that 
links made by,Heney Lincoln, 
Rieha?rd Blimdmont and Miehael 
Baigent ane not forged solely 
on, the pnocesses of logia how­
ever national but are made 
through very haJ!d and pe:rsist­
ant nesea:uch with neal docu­
men~s. The very subject de­
mands that in publication it 
stands up to the most rigor­
ous scholarly se:mitiny. 
In c onclusion may we say that 
Mr Lincoln and his colleagues 
a:r,e pensons of t he utmost in­
tegrity and conduct all their 
a ffairs with commendable sens­
itivity and we come to the de­
fence of three men who have 
more guts than most of us. 11 

TEMPLE CHURCK ON BODMIN MOOR 
; In Vol XIII No 4 Kate Pol­
lard asked for inforniation on 
this chure.h. From F S Deane, 
Saltash, Co:rmwall: 

"The late Revd Charles Hender­
son in his book The Co:rnrish 
Church Guide quotes: 'In the 
12th century the Knights Tem­
plar we:r,e given a small dis­
trict in the heart of the moors 
where they could have a small 
church and commandery fr-ee from 
all interference. They were al- . 
so given more profitable land 
a t Trebigh in St I v e ... • pro­
nounced Eve--St Ive is about 4 
miles east of Liskeard on the 
road to Callington in the south 
east of the county. 'At the 
suppression of the order in 
1314 t:tt.e Knights Hospi taller 

succeeded to the property. In 
1340 the preceptor and one 
br.other with two men servants 
constituted the establishment. 
They were under obligation to 
reside in order to exercise 
hospitality . There was also a 
chaplain to s erve the church. 
In 1371, owing to the scarcity 
of cle:irgy the Bish-op li·censed 
a priest to celebrate at Tem­
ple . At the Refo1'1118.tion Temple 
became a donative but in 1774 
it fell into ordinary juris­
diction. Before this the place 
seems to have been a regular 
Gretna Green where all sorts 
of i~egularities were carried 
out with impunity.• 

Your mention of St Luke in 
connection with Temple leads 
me to make a short comment. St 
Luke ' s is a few miles t o the 
east of Temple , near the fam-
ous hostelry of •Jamaica Inn' . 
About a mile s outh of the inn 
at Bolventor · on the road to St 
Cleer is a Methodist Chapel 
and a farm. This is called St 
Luke's. It is believed that in 
early days there was a Celtic 
church here, possib~y only a 
hermitage. Later in- the 12th 
century a Church was built on 
the site and dedicated to St 
Luke. In the 16th c entury this 
church was suppressed and now 
there is little to be identified 
as a church. The house on the 
site was destroyed by fire ear­
lier irr the century, possibly 
destroying any remains there 
miglit have been. The field next 
to the house is lmown on the 
tithe maps as 'Bones field' and 
no doubt is the site of a 
graveyard. When the chapel was 
built a badly weather worn head 
of a statue was inco~porated 
into the wall. Possible cred­
ence to an initially Celtic es­
tablishment at the site is a 
farm on the oppos i te side of the 
road •alled Can,-eglos.~ 
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Newstead 
TRIMONTIUM 

Corbridge 
CORST O 

~ 
Castleford 
LAGEN'l' IUM 

Manchester 
MAMUCIUM 

Chest er DEVA 

::i ee also pll-13 

IS ARTHUR CUNEDDA? 

From Paddy Stone, Bassaleg, 
Gwent: 

"In the 'Olde News' item (XIII, 
4 ) comments were invited on 
Castleford as Camelot or the 
Second Rome . Castleford near 
Leeds was a Roman fort called 
LAGENTIUM. 

Keeping an open mind about all 
things, and moving our thoughts 

from another so-called Camelot 
--Caerleon-upon-Usk, called 
ISCA by the Romans--one does 
find in the north of Britain 
Carlisle in Cumberland which is 
s ome 7 miles from a river ESK. 
This "'as originally a site on 
the western end of Hadrian's 
Wa11 (then named J,UGUVALIUM) 
and a cantonal capital. Even 
further north the Romans built 
the Antonine Wall 1pon which is 
a place call ed CAMELON (near 
Falkirk ) . 

The Roman Empire did not sue-
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ceed .n t otal1~ subJecting the 
Northern tribes ... What about 
t '7 .is f'tat ement f rom a Welshman , 
rn e chapter called "A thought 
fo r the Dragon" in A Welsh Eye 
by Gwyn Thomas : the author 
tells of his childhood teacher 
?·ho taught about a Pict called 
Cunedda the Burner who played 
hell v·i th the Romans in N Brit­
ain . Night after night, from 
their walls and forts, the Rom­
ans looked at the sky reddened 
with flames--Curredda wa s burn­
ing again ! The teac her finished 
his st ory by saying that one 
day it will be proved that King 
Arthur the Peerless was really 
Cunedda the Pict! • 

Now according to William Stuke­
ley, the antiquarian of the 
18th century, Kunedha was a 
king who was buried at Silbury 
Hill . So comments please, Pen­
dragons, on Cunedda/Kunedha! 
I should like to correct a 
statement in my article "The 
Questing Hawk of Summer" (XIV 
No 2): the Wild Boar was the 
symbol of the XX Valeria Vic­
trix, thought to be the first 
Roman legion to occupy the 
fortress at Gloucester ... 11 

: On some maps Castleford i s 
marked as Legiolium instead of 
Lagentium. Which is correct? 

DEAD LANGUAGES? 

From Kenneth Thomas, London 
SE5: 

'I am looking for correspondence 
upon British myth matter: and 
at the moment especially runes, 
sets, singles, dates etc. 

In following the G~eek side of 
Irish, possibly to its conclu­
sion, I have noticed a side 
line which is part of the main­
s tream that does not seem to 
make sense ... It involves the 
Etruscans of the fifth and 
sixth centuries BC who either 
v·ere civilised Celts or had 
s trong Teutonic ties. The 
F.truscan language was the main 

language of the Roman legions, 
n ot Latin, yet Etruscan is now 
a dead language, not under­
s tood though we can read it. 
It is quite possible that the 
Sibylline and other prophetic 
books of Rome were written i n 
EtI!'U.scan. And The Neeronomicon 
might be the last of those 
books. The demon Kuthulu fsiiJ 
is the key, t hat is if my r ead­
i ng of the Etruscan Leaden Tab­
let is c.orneet. 

As for Mr Jefferies' Rome Sec­
undas (Camelot or the Second 
Rome--see previous letter), 
surely that should be Roma 
Secnmdum; in which case I re­
call reading something about 
it eleven yeaI!S ago, though at 
t he moment I can ' t think where 
--I think i t was on a map! ·and 

'the only maps of Roman> Bni tain 
I have looked at are for. the 
a reas London and Wessex. That 
i s I recall t he word Secundum 
which c·ould have been common 
for all second cities . .. " 

: The Necronomicon is claimed 
t o be "a compi lation of magic­
al mat erial" from the Middle 
East made by al-Kindi (d ea 
850 AD). A copy of AlkindIT s 
~ompilati on is said to have 
been catalogued in Rudolph 
II's libraz,y in Prague where 
John Dee, the Elizabethan 
magus and spy ~:9pied it as a 
cripher· MS, ·:now-:it!~t ant as the 
Li ber Logaeth -,:Or·.J!ook of En­
och ... . Or '. ~o-il;f~,i;st orry goes. 
Othe~s beli~.i:.e :7tl{e~ Necronomi­
con ,- The ·· Bo.ok,- o-f'\l)ead Names, 
Is° a p:rroduct • .. of ;:;fhe . imagina­
tion of ho?Tor Writer HP 
LovecFaf~ (ta:.· Ge~>Il'ge Hay, pub­
lished Nevill.a Speal'l!lan 1978 , 
Corgi i98-0-) . But >foere' s no 
mention of Etru~can I'm afraid 

I larow of n o "second" city in 
S Britain (shouldn ' t that be 
Roma Secunda, by the way?) and 
only SEGONT I UM ( Ca er Seint 
near Caernar:fon ) springs t o 
mi nd. This was a happy hunt ing 
ground f or Cunedda who ex­
pelled Irish t r ibes from here. 

LLANELEN AND THE IRISH ... 

From Sid Birchby , Manchester: 

"The Gower dig .. . Alex raises 
the query about who oceupied 
the site firs t . I don't know 
much about Gower, apart from 
one visit, buv I knuw more ab­
out two other· places where 
Dark Age Christianity was pres­
ent: N Somel"Set and Radnor­
shire. The particular sites I 
have in mind have indications 
of being founded by Irish mis­
sionaries in the 6th century, 
and I wonder whether you have 
thought about this as regards 
Gower ... " 

: Nermius' British Histog re­
cords that a Munster tri e, 
the Ui Liathain, 11the sons of 
Liathan prevailed .. . in Dyfed 
and in other countries , ie 
Gower- Kidwelly, until they 
were expelled by Cunedda 11 , 

perhaps in the early 5th e·ent­
ury . Irish influen~·e then 
wan·ed for a few centuri!,!!s ... 
or did it? We have precious 
few fi nds on the site, and 
non~ definitely from the 6th 
century. 

• • . AND TRE GOLDEN MEAN 

.From Chris Turner, Llandewi 
Brefi, Dyfed: 

"I noticed a curious error in 
Alex's article (bottom right, p 
11, 'Llanelen & St Iltud' last 
issue) . The Golden Section~ or 
Mean·, is not constructed as il­
lustnated: it is based on the . 
diagonal of half the square and 
gives a completely different 
can of ratios. Alex's figure is 
the 4emonstI.?Btion of A-series 
paper· sizes, ie a proportion of 
one to root t we. What you might 
call the EPNS mean ... 

Most interested in your addi­
tional research orr t he illus­
trations to the artic·les. Pen­
dragon has to be the only maga~ 
zine you can nead your own art­
icle in and l ea:un something 
new! Great s tuff ! 11 

: That A-series f i gure is mea 
culpa! Apologies .. . 
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WAS ST ELEN ST HELEN/ENDELIEND? 

: From Kate Pollard, Bristol: 

"W G ffoskins, discussing the 
traversings of Celtic Saints 
from Wales to Devon in his 
book Devon, notes three church 
dediaations previously supposed 
to Ge to St Helen in N Devon. 

They are: the chapel on Lundy,• 
the Parish Church of Abbotsham, 
and the anoient (and now 
ruined) ohapel on the high 
ground just to the west of 
Croyde. 

Abbotsham Church was dedicated 
to St Elen, whose feast day is 
August 25th aocording to the 
Tavistock Calendar (Tavistock 
Abbey owned Abbotsham from the 
10th century); the Lundy dedi­
cation is to St Endeliend. 

Hoskins wonders if they are all 
actually St Elen, being a con­
traction of Endeliend as on 
Lundy. 

BRISTOL 

C H A N N E L 

/fLUNDY 
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He also points out tha.t S Mol­
tonfair always began on the 
Wednesday following St Elen's 
day, although the Parish Church 
is now dedicated to Mary Magda­
lene. 

We can, of course, add our own 
Llanelen to the list, situated 
on N Gower across the estuary . 

St Entleliend does not feature 
in my dictionary of saints and 
I have not checked these chur­
ches. Perhaps one of omr N Dev­
on members would like to com­
ment? 

• There is also a Knights Tem­
plar Rock on the East coast of 
Lundy. 11 

! Other Welsh dedications to 
the wife of Emperor Magnus 
Maximus (d 388) are Llanelen 
:Monmouthshire: Bletherston ' 
Pembrokeshire: Capel Elen in 
~enrhosll~gwy, Anglesey.. She 
1s also linked with Segontium! 

SKETCH MAP OF MADRON CHAPEL. CORNWALL 
G. Stuart Deorn. 1981 OS Ref: NG 447329 
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NOTES ON MADRON CHAPEL 

! From Sally & Gef Stuart 
Dearn, Dorset: 

I 

"Often ,..;rongly referred to as a 
baptistry, the chapel is a tiny 
r oofless building with wall 2½ 1 

thiok and 6 1 high. Its internal 
dimensions are 21' by 11' and 
the dooI!Way is, unusually, in 
the n orth wall. Still remaining 
inside the building are stone 
side benches , a rough ohancel 
step and an altar slab with a 
stone recess to reo~ive a port­
able altar. A tiny rivulet ent­
ers the building through the S 
wall and collects in a small 

Bench I -
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0 
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0 )> 
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Q 
~ ;; 
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...____ 

----
Bench I 

rectangular corbelled reservoir 
before flowing out through the 
N wall. The chapel was dedicat­
ed to the 6th cent St Madern, 
tentatively identified with 
Maetronus, disciple of the 
Welsh St Tudwal, and has been 
restored following damage by 
Shrubsall's Roundheads. It has 
been dated around the 12th cent. 
but the lower courses are be­
lieved pre-Norman ... There 
seems to be a parallel between 
Madron and Llanellen, which 
might explain the presence of 
the stream in the Welsh chapel. 

Craig Weatherhill Belerion. 
Ancient Sites of Land's End 1 81 11 
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Madron Chapel: north door and reservoir. (S & G Stuart Dearn. l 
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