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ixcalibur and an article on “The

r Gerald Gough.

>r October '11, 1981 featured its

> Gonzaga" exhibition (Nov 5-Jan

tly, Renaissance lords of Mantua,

‘ter of Britain: "“If completed the

. ‘e) would have been cne of the won

ders of Early Renaissance Italian painting"™. It featured the sino
pia or under-drawing of Antonic Pisanello's fresco the theme of
which is the legendary deeds of Arthurian knights. The models wer
.the Gonzaga family, court and Gonzaga horses. The kings of Englan
were "particularly valued-allies". B .
Arthur also gets a mention in the Cbserver Magazine series *The
Ages of 3ritain®. Paxrt III, the Dark Ages (26 July 1981) was writ
ten by Peter Sawyer, Prof of Medieval History at Leeds University
He appears to know his Saxon History, but there are a fair few
gaffs in a section entitled The Arthurian Legend: "His capital,
which later acquired the name of Camelot, has been located in
places as far apart as Tintagel in Cornwall and Glastonbury in
Somerset... The conical hill of Glastonbury Tor, the site of an
early British monastery reformed in 94C by St Dunsdtan,. was the
focus of another Dark Age legend... the Sangreal... The foundatio
of this legend was established in the "History of Great Britain"
published by Geoffrey of Monmouth...according to which King Arthu
... moved Stonehenge en bloc from Ireland to Salisbury Plain and
founded Oxford University..." Should it be renamed the "Boobserve
Magazine"? Even Pendragon finds this rate of gaffs to sentences
pretty hard to match.

Radio Bristol devoted part of its Six O'Clock Rock Show on Sgptem
ber 16 1981 to King Arthur to coincide with Excalibur being shown
at some iocal cinemas. As well as your chairman and secretary,
Geoffrey Ashe and Bob Baker took part, thg fo;mer the author Who
brought Arthur back to serious public notlce'ln the late 50s 1n a
series of books, and the latter the scriptwrlte;-and producer res
ponsible for TV programmes like Arthur of the Britons (and more
recently Shoestring and Into the Labyrinth).

The Marvels ot Merlin, words and music by Tim Porter, performed !
the Green Sranch (Bristol Folk House, Friday August 14th 1981).
This marvellous new offering from the pen of Tim Porter tells no
just of Merlin but of Olwen, the daughter of a giant whose head
must be severed (poor father!) before Culhwch can marry her, .
helped by two knights of Arthur. This follows the ?a}e of the hi
tory of Merlin. His lifetime's exploits we watch v111d}y unfurl
a series of tableaux (the dragon of Vortigern, the coming of Aff]
ur...) each taken in turn. The audience was assured of.a jolly
good time as The Marvels was billed as a SUMMER_pantomlme! forge
about Star Wars, Flash Gordom, The Muppets--this work was'dlst1?
uished by comic rhyming couplets, great tunes, superb actlng, fi
singing, even dancing! The humour was spontaneous, the evening

" quite entrancing as we've come to expect from:Green Branch and T
Porter. I never miss their nights out, and you shouldn't oughta!’
Its ending might seem lame, but deliberate is ts effect: Son of
Marvels ot Merlin tollows soon I expect; and if you know folkson
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and soh-fah-me-ray-doh, you can sing this whole crit to The
Streets ot Laredo.

Letters

DRAGON

From CHARLES W EVANS-GUNTHER,
2 Feathers Lea, Flint, Delyn,
Clwyd, CH6 5BZ, N Wales:

The reason for starting this
club, the DRAGON SOCIETY, was
because of the response I had
after an article in Military
Modelling. I hope it will com-
plement PENDRAGON and the
ARTHURIAN SOCIETY. DRAGON will
contentrate on the "Dark Ages"
a little more than you do and
it will include other cultures
apart from Arthur's people...

DRAGON intends to look at this
Ybarbaric" period and study the
cultures of the people who
lived or migrated to this coun-
try in that era.., will study
not only Arthur but also the
art, technology, liteérature and
legends of the Dark Ages.
DRAGON hopes to seek out a less

Yemotive, restrictive and vague'

title for this period and thes
promote the new name. DRAGON

wishes to bring together foll
of a similar interest whether
it be in Arthur or the “Dark
Ages" in general; whether it
be modelling, history, wargam-
ing, art, literature or just
for a good chat about their
interests. The newsletter of
DRAGON will contain members'
theories, comments, stories,
artwork, poems and whatever
the members wish to see in
their newsletter...

Letters, articles and illus-
trations should be sent to the
above address. For pexsonal
replies please enclose a stamj
addressed envelope if possibls¢
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Based on a photograph in Readers
Digest Ancient Empires

From CHRIS TURNER, Llandewi
Brefi, Dyfed:

Caption (to above)}: "Pagan cari-
cature of a crucifixion from a
wall of the Palatine Palace,
probably dating from the third
century AD. It shows a slave (7)
praying to a crucified figure
with an ass' head, and the in-
scription reads 'Alexemenus
worships his god'." My comment:
Aleramenos (sic) is Greek, as is
the script.

From The Book of Thoth (Crowley)
re Irump XV, The Devil: "“This
card is attributed to the letter

8‘.

M\

'Ay1n which means an Bye and -
it refers to Capricornus in
the Zodiac. In the Dark Ages
of Christianity, it was com-
pletely misunderstood. Eliphag
Levi studied it very deeply
because of its connection with
ceremonial magic, his favour-~
ite subject: and he re-drew it
identifying it with Baphomet,
the ass-headed idol of the
Knights of the Temple. (The
Early Christians also were ac-
cused of worshipping an Ass,
or ass-headed god.

“Idem re Trump O, the Fool
(A for Arthur chapter 3 is re-
levant): Y...von Hammer-Purg-
stall was certainly right in
supposing Baphomet to be a
form of the Bull-god, or rath-

d, Mith-

.d be

e endy™
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x, He
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hat,
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“thus it
is clearly a corruption meaning
'Father Mithras'. There is also
here a connection with the ass,
for it was as an ass-headed god
that he became an object of
veneration to the Templars,
"The Early Christians also.
were accused of worshipping an
ass or ass~headed god, and this
again is connected with the
wild ass of the wilderness, the
god Set, identified with Saturn
and Satan.™

Grail bug

From IRENE CARRUTHERS,
2 Gerlan, Caergeiliog, Angle-
sey:

I have been studying the Matter
of Britain and carrying out re-
search for many years. Via Tal-
iesin's writings I have formed
some interesting conclusions
regarding the Grail and MArth-
ur" in connection with ancient
Anglesey--the Mona of the Rom-
ans. I have written about these
theories for various magazines

~--including Quest, Country

Quest and West Wales newspapers.

My problem is being a lone re-
searcher in the field and I
would very much like to commun-
icate with / meet others who
have contacted this same “bug".

Arthurian
visitor

From RITA HORTON, 272 Uttoxets
er New Road, Derxrby DE3 3LL:

I would like to meet somebody
who would like to go on a trip
round the West Country visiting
sites connected with King Arth-
ur... If you hear from anyone
with a similar idea please tell
me. I'm a bit stuck because I’
can't drive.

Arthur of the UK

From STEVE BLACKBURN, Chelns-
ford, Essex:

I paused for a short thought
about the royal wedding to
which so much publicity has .. -
been devoted and my mind drift-
ed back to the investiture of
the Prince of Wales. During the
ceremony his names were often
repeated, so often that even I
over ten years later can remem-
ber them: Charles Philip Edward
Arthur George. Statistically
this gives a 1 in 5 chance of
the next King being Arthur the
first of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ire-
land. Shadows returning, and
idle dream, a hopeful hope or
just a glimmer of a reality.
Maybe if we all think hard to-
gether or even put in a peti-
tion for a referendum... Seri- .
ously, it has been expedient,
peolitically, at various times
to conjure with such a name.
Could he choose it to assist in
lifting Albion out of its new
dark age (riots, discord etc)
into a more prosperous one? I'm
sure it would have more popular
appeal than all other names
apart perhaps from George...






Hpefore ( auil Wastow
Letter 1 € Stone men of Gower

From PATRICIA VILLIERS-STUART, London:

"I happened to be told such a strange
story about the Gower Peninsula the
other day that I'l1l relate it just in

case it has anything to do with your
area.

g )
/741‘/./ 7 /(/ wtar il

It seemed to start with a boy miner who
had a dream about finding treasure under
a yew tree. Eventually he left the mines
and became relatively well off as Some
kind of trader. He decided to buy the
pPlace of his dream. He went there and
found it was for sale but the yew tree
was partially burnt, the owner explained
that he thought it was getting in the
way and he had tried to burn it down but
it wouldn't burn properly. The man bought
the field or area, I'm not sure of size,
and digging around the yew tree he came
across a group of little stone men sit--
ting in little stone chairs!
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Of course it may be all a fantasy of the
woman who told the story, it was supposed
to have happened quite recently."

¥ This is an example of oral folklore in

action! Some readers may recognise in
distorted form the background to our
Pendragon dig at Llanelen. The landowner
for example certainly has links with coal
and acquired the land much as the story
says. The yew tree is still there but
burnt and dead, a fungus Sulphur Polporus
growing in overlapplng shelves in the hollow trunk. In its heyday
it was a notable landmark--yews were grown close to churches in
Ireland from at least the 8th century and in England and Wales
after the Conquest (a 600-year-old yew grows by St Il1ltyd's Church
in Ilston, Gower ). There is only one damaged stone in the shape
of a chair under the Llanelen yew, but no stone men unfortunately.

At nearby Llanrhidian there is a traditional story told which may
have supplied some elements of the Llanelen tale:

The Iron Door of Llanrhidian--Somewhere around Llanrhidian %“is

a cellar full of money, blocked by a iron door... Once upon a
time a learned priest discovered in an old book (some versions
say in a dream) where the cellar was and how to open it... He
sent into the woods and found the great door in a cleft in the
limestone. The door opened to a certain tune on the harp...
Two terrifying gnomes guarded two large heaps of gold. The harp
music was lulling them to sleep..." But although the priest.’s
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:rvant extracted two handfuls of gold, the greedy priest
ved the iron door to slam shut and the rest of the treasure
lost (Roger Jones Gower Fact & Fable pi9).

P Tucker tells us that he lives only three or four hundred
Is west of the caravan site (see Fig 4) so he can see what's
j on! "“"The old farmers living at Gwernhaulog below the cara-
site used to stack the hay on the flat south of the yew tree
1ever fenced off the yew tree, but they always picked any
ches from the ground. They used to say that it was the partly

1 leaves that did the damage and I never heard of them losing
stock. . ."

Fig 4:
LlLanelen,
looking SW
with chancel
in foreground
and yew tree
behind nave

Fig 5:

When the nave
fills up with
water we dive
in...
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3 Lundy -
4 Anglesey -
5 - Eliud
6 Various dedications -

Endelien | - -
Eilian - -

Elen Ellen {Hellen

From NIK WRIGHT, Bristol:

Regarding the letters on Madron
Chapel and St Elen/Helen/etc
church dedications (Timeslip
edition), it is useful to look
for comparable sites and dedic-
ations, but accurate definition
is important. The appraisal of
name changes is unavoidably in-
conclusive--any suggested con-
traction is equalled by its ex-
tension--but relationships may
be inferred. In the list above
the series may be read top to
bottom, or bottom to top, but
only left to right as this is
the chronologically correct or-
der for 1, 2 and 6.

Each of these six is taken to
refer to six separate people,
but a case could be argued for
all these names referring to
one person; or two people with
any mixture of names to each;
or three people etc. It is
tempting to reduce them to one,
but without further evidence,
does Llanelen now have six pos-
sible founders?

Sid Birchby rightly suggests
Irish influence for the Gower
and I think this extends to
Llanelen church. Two basic
styles of nave show up in pre-
Conquest western British chur-
ches, the Saxon eastern style
in plan, dimensions of close to
1:2 ratio and the Irish style
2:3 width to breadth. In this
context Madron and Llanelen are
well separated; Madron on int-
ernal measurements is very close
to 1:2, Llanelen 2:2.7. The
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other churches on Gower have a
squareness about them and the
most ancient part of the church
on Caldey Isle is an exact
square. I believe that the Llan-
elen church belongs to a speci-
fic type of Irish-influenced
structure, others of which may
exist on the north coasts of
Cornwall, Devon and Somerset
and on the South Wales coast.
Remains of ancient naves could
now exist in present churches
as naves, or chancels, aisles
or even porches.

To define those that may relate
to Gower we need two points, a
ratio of dimensions width to
length of 2:3 or less ie square
--and size. Although I know of
very large churches of square
plan eg Grossmont (Mons), I
doubt that such relate to the
Gower churches directly; the
upper limit is probably less
than 35ft length, the lower lim-
it is perhaps 17ft for the
length. Any readers who know of
ancient church buildings within
these criteria, please write.
(NB Llanelen internal measure-
ments 14ft x 19ft.)

REVIEW  vVinland, Newfoundland

>aul H Chapman 7THe Norse Discovery of America (Pp 120, One
Candle Press, Atlanta, Georgia 1981

this is Paul Chapman's second attempt at unpicking pre-Columbian
>eregrinations around the North Atlantic. His first bock focussed
>n the shadowy Irish seaman, Brendan the Navigator. Using the
same technique of re-examining texts in the light of his naviga-
:ional expertise, he now deals with the five journeys tc Vinland
indertaken by Eric the Red's family c¢ 1000 AD, and recorded 200
rears later in the Greenland Sagas. )

fost of what he claims is inherently probable and, indeed, much
is alreadv part of received wisdom. But by putting himself in the
>lace of any decent navigator in an open boat off the North Amer-
ican coast with an acute consciousness of what wind, tide, cur=.
rent, jce, rocks and the unknown can do, it becomes not only pos-
sible, but obvious what course such a boat would take and with
vhat consequences. By a series of utterly pragmatic steps Chapman
traces the voyages of the sagas onto today's charts (not maps)
resolving such few ambiguities as remain by references to outside
inferences (eg the supposed rise in ground level since 1000 AD).
[t is, in some ways, all too simple,

3asically he is arguing that

1 Vinland of the Sagas is the Island of Newfoundland,

2 He can pinpoint all the locations mentioned in the sagas,
>oth in Newfoundland and along the coast of Labrador,

3 The Norsemen of the Sagas were simply one group among many,
and certainly not the first, who had been exploring, trading and
settling in North America for some centuries before 1000 AD. In-
jeed he goes on to argue that at least some of the "“savages™ they
net, including the Beothuk "Indians”, were in fact descendents of
Scandinavian settlers (“gone nativeV).

The existence of the Sagas, and more particularly the discoveries
of complete Norse ships, such as the beautiful Gokstad ship, have
made it clear that the Norse seamen were more than capable of
ranging all over the North Atlantic. Certainty that they preceded
Columbus reached even the school text books many years ago. Chap-
man's first argument has also been generally accepted for ai
least ten years, especially after the long and thorough investig-
ation of L'Anse aux Meadows in northern Newfoundland by Helge and
Inge Ingsta 1. It is still useful to have it supported by naviga-
tional evidence. The second argument, comprising the core of the
book, is interesting, and, by and large, convincing. It is unfor-
tunate that Chapman can't balance his navigational pragmatism ag-
ainst other, equally valid, areas of expertise. It results in him
skating rather lightly over the issue of the reference to grapes
in the Sagas (the first lot there picked them all) and in simply
failing to take adequate account of the sizeable settlement at
L'anse aux Meadows.

The third suggestion is obviously the most speculative. Chapman
supports it lightly with a bit of ethnological chat and some rap-
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