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EDITORIAL 
AMAZlNG GRAI LS 
Some 0 1 th e n e ws and reviews held 
ove r I rom th e l as t i ss u e appea r 
h e r e, coalesci ng to form th e ad 
hoc the mes o t MAZES & GRAILS . 
Mc •rnl ,cr Mi c hael Baige nt ha s co ­
au th ored a controve r s i a l book (on 
th e link s be twe e n the Grail a nd 
descendants of Jes us) whi c h r e ­
ceives much space he r e, and John 
Mat thc>w s. a uth o r o t an exce ll e nt 
r ecc nl hook titl e d , s im p l y, The 
Grail, reviews new Ar thuri a n fic­
ti o n. ln addi tio n, Paul Devere u x 
rrcount s ;, s t r i\n<JC' 1 ink l,0 twe<> n 
f\ r Ll1ur ' s Ta i ,] c a nd a cr ys t a l sa id 
to he lh <> gra i 1 ot the Cathars, 
;,nd hnid Grit t .ith s comme nt s o n 
the Nant eos " g rail". As for mazes 
l<ate Pollard reports o n the Pen­
ctragon Maze Weekend, Pa tricia 
Vi ·1 Ji crs - Stuart mu ses o n a r e -
c nt] y di scove red It alian l aby­
rinth a nd Steven Banks in vesti­
gi\ t es the l o n g and winding road 
in south er n Africa. 
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TII EMES 
Th e nex t two feat u red theme s 
wi 11 l, c 111'. LEN an d GLASTONBURY, 
i\nd we i. n v jt c contribution s 
(or th ese. We a l so welcome 
it e ms of a l] k ind s, parti c u l­
ar l y r ev i e ws : th ere seems to 
be a s pa t e or r ecent books on 
Arthuri a n rnatters (eg by Andrew 
Collins, Trevo r Rave n scroft, 
Jo hn Darrah c t c ) and we can't 
keep tra ck of them all l With 
any luck BADON will--at last-
be th e theme o1 the next 
issue, a nd the following 
.i ss u e will include as many 
l o ng outstanding articles as 
possible. 

BACK ISSUES 
These are available at 30p 
eac h (exce pt those marked t 
whi c h are 50p ) from the Sec­
r e tary : 
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ACTIVITIES 

Me mber s wishing to t ake part in Pe ndrago n fu nc tion s organised in 
and around Bri s tol should writ e to th e Sec r e tary t o ask to be put 
on the mailing li s t . A sampl e o f r ece nt / future event s incl ud es: 
13-14_February: Bri stol Ma ze Weeke nd ( sec report ) 
4 April: Outing t o He tt y Peg l e r' s Tump ( Bette Midl er ' s Stu mp as 

th e nati ves don ' t ca ll it) and Ul ey bury h ill1ort (braci ng ) 
23 Ap~il: St George ' s Day o uting to see " Beowulf " narrated by 

Juli~n Gl over at Bri s tol Old Vi c ' s Th ea t re Roya l ( e nth ra ll ing) 
2 5 April : An illus t ra t e d t a lk "Th e Future o r th e Past " bv Di ck 

Marsh on the c onse rvation or the Wes t Fr o nt of We lls C~ th edra l 
(stimulat~d mu c h dis c ussion on the e th ics o f ' restora t ion ' ) 

1 2 J une: Joint Sangreal--Pendragon o uting t o Bath a nd th e Roma n 
excavati ons (revea ling) 

29 May -6 June :. Lla ne l e n Whit s un dig ( see report) 
8 August : Outing t o Sil c hester a nd its Ro ma n excavation s, meet ing 

at the Ca ll eva Arm s , Si l c hes t er at /,;' ·· pm (tr ave lJ ing) 
Lat e August : Ll a ne l e n s ummer dig (promising) 

THE MYTHOLOCY OF BRITAIN AND IRE LAND 
Two weekends of lec tures , illus trated with r eadings a nd s lides by 
Tim Porter at Highna m Court near Gloucester. 
Dates: July 9 -11, Sept e mber 1 0 -1 2 . Fees : J.:J ..; res identi a l , .C.!Cl n on 
r esidential (all plus VAT). Detai l s : Cour se Secre t ary, lli g hnam 
Court , Gl o uces ter GL2 BOP (Tel 0452-22703 ) . 

GREEN BRANCH OPERA 

The fort h coming produc tion i s Th e Irish Bl ackbini. a ne w ha] l ac! 
op_era by Tim Porter , o n t ou r in ear l y Aug us t in th e Wc•st l"o unt r y. 
Details : Hans Hill Farm, Sezinco t e, More t o n - in-~lar s h . G l os GL'.ic, 
9TB (Tel 0386 -700664) . 

28 - 30 Oc tober: Pr E;? mi ere of Th e Par li a111cnt oi" Foo l s , .-, n0w op0r;1 
by J ulian Broughton at the Camd e n Works Muse um , Bath . 
4 - 8 Janu a ry 1 983: Th e pantomime, Th e Marvels o l ~ler l.i.n l,y Tim 
Por t e r a t th e Folk Ho use, Bri s t ol . 

THE INTERNATIONAL ARTHU RIAN SOC IETY 

We are asked occasionally about this Socie t y ;, _imed l ow.-,rds tli os<' 
with " a seriou s a nd scholarly int eres t in Arthuri a n s tud i 's " . 
Founded in 1 941l (a t _th e second Arthuri .-in Co n0 r,• ss i n ll r i t t;in v) 
it s objec t s are t o hold congresses eve r y three years with work i 1ir1 

sess ions a nd exc ur sion s , to pubUsh a Hil,J io0raphica l Hu i l c, t in, 
and to maint ai n a Do c ume ntation Centr e in l'a ri s . 
Application fo r membe rship of th e Briti s h branch has to J,c:, s up­
port ed by two members of th e Soc i e t y. 
De tail s : Dr Ali son Rawl es (Secretary), French Dcpart111,•nt , Th, · 
Unive rsity of Glasgow, Glasgow Gl 2 8Q L. 

. .. cont i n u eel ,, 1, 
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THE HOLY SH ROUD (continued ) 

' s ossib l e that th e fa mou s 
It • PSh roud may have contribut e d 
Turi n r th " idol " or t o th e legend s o e 
"head " r eve r e d by th e Templars. 

"bl t contributed l t ' seven poss i e i 
o certain a s pects of th e Hol~ 

t - 1 ( see I an Wilson The Turin 
Gra 1 d Pe nguin 1 979 p 2 1 0; a nd Shrou , 

0 9
) 

Pcrici"ragon XI I 3 , 1 , 7 · 

Wi 1 so 11 J,e ·1 i cves th e ima0e was im­
pri nt ed i,y a burst of heat--µ er ­
haps eviden ce o f t h e Resurre~tion 
--and thi s idea is tak e n u p in 
Curious Farts Monthly (N o 'i Sept 
1• ·11 1 ). The- caption to a pi c ture 
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of the Shr oud i n a n arti c le on 
Lig htning Photography (or 
Kerau nography ) asks whether the 
imag e can be expl~i n ed b~ "the 
a uilit y of lightning t o im­
print , phot og raphi c images ' o~ 
human ski n and other s ur faces • 

A recent Sunday Mirror report 
by Frank Durham on the Shroud 
Commis s ion ' s fi ndings s~ggeS t s 
a more mundane e x plan at ioi:i. 
Physi c i s t Samue l Pellicori 
assumed that " p utt ing a for ­
eign s ub s tance on the c loth 
would make th e image of the 
substance age at a different 
rate to its background.'.' He. 
th erefore applied perspiration, 
o live oil, myrrh and other 
s ub s tances to a piece of mod­
e rn linen. 

Made of ce llulose (like paper ), 
line n yel lows naturally_whe':1 
exposed to air, so Pellicori 
baked his samp l e to accelerate 
the process . " Lo and b~hold! I 
got a n image. I got this_dark­
e ned area where the foreig n 
material had touched the ce lln 
ulos e . .. What caused the 
hauntingly mysterious (Shroud) 
image . .. was the accelerated 
s truct ural degeneration of 
ce llulose f ibrils as a result 
of natural c hanges i n the mat­
eria l." 

Moreover , the Shroud t es t ~ 
have s h own that it is stained 
with real, human blood. "Th is 
i s a na tur a l , l ogica l explana­
tio n . It r eq uires not hing 
s upernatural, or pigments or 
paint stains ... " 

REDUNDANCY NOTICE 

The parish c hu rch of St Mary, 
Gatesh ead s t a nd s on the s ite 
of a c hur ch fo unded by trye 
Ve nerable Bede in th e 8th ce n­
tury (though the pre sent 
c hur c h is l arge l y medieva l). 
lt was c l osed in 1 978 . Vanda l­
ised. Se t o n fi re . Dec lared 



"redundant" in 1980 N . 
cese of D h • ow the Dia-
. ur am wants to dem 1· 
it, despite the alternative a ish 
offered for it "Th yses 
of E HATES ld.b . e_go-ahead C 

• 0 uildings 11 Pilati (of p - , says rivate Eye• N 
Co rners, 9 10 81) d s oaks & • • an notes 
~~ese relative statistics for 

urch Commision spending: 
Chu: c~ buildings J% 
Administration 11% 

IN MERRY CAR LISLE 
·11K· 

~ng Arthur lives in merry Car -
l e ile, And seeml y i s t o see ; And 
there w~th him Quee ne Guenever 
That bride so bright o f blee. 
So re c ounted the ballad Th 
M • . ,___£ 
arriage of Sir Gawaine. 

B~t c urre nt re sc ue excavations 
(in adv ~nce of a £12m s h opp ing 
centre_in par t of the S acre 
hi s tori c town ce nt re ) have 
mo s tl y revea l ed it s Roman past , 
~ past i t appears o r int e rna t­
~ona l archae ~log i ca l importance. 
ot o nl y have a temple a nd so­

ph isti ca t ed ~~ <'Orn e t o 
lig ht! b ut a l so (un ique l y (or 
Br itain) Roman timber ,. ·11 · t d" uui,ing s 
s an ing above floor l eve l. 
Having es t ab li s he d thai Car li s l e 
was found e d a bo ut 82 AD , di re;t ­
or Mik e McC~rth y could hope th a t 
modern Carli s l e will r edeem it s 
poor con servati o n re c ord by 
ce l e brating it s 19UUth bir thd 
with style. ay 

As for Arthurian Carlisle, we 
await news. 

CULT OF THE HEAD 

A fi ne s tone h ~ad i s ca us ing 
~~adache~ for in ves tigator s try-

g _to fi nd its o rig in s . It was 
c laimed to have been dug up o n a 
farm near Llandy ss ul in Wes t 
Wal es befor e the la s t war but 
e nquiri P.s had drawn a I dank. 

pea l _ror hel p (South Wales 
Evening Post l:l . 4 . /l 2 ) M E M 
G "f(' • rs 

r i: iths, who broug ht th e 
~!ticle _to o ur noti ce, writes 

Th e re i s a s t ory that this 
pa rti c ul a r s kull ( s .i c) wa s 
l,ruu <:,J ht to th e' LJ ,~ n<l ys<; u I ~,re,;:,, 
a nd whoever possessed it had 
had lu ck ... " 

A 1,aper a bou t the head i. s du e> 
to appear in thee .Jo u r nal or -
th c Ca rmarth c ns t i r e Ant 1• . - s • qu ar J_-
a n oc.1. c t y 1,y the c urato r or 
Ca rmarthen Muse um . 

THE MAGIC CROSS 

On April Fool ·' s Day Pendragon!; 
secre t ary Kat e Pollard was 
visited by a coupl e c l aiming 
t o be from Th e Western Da ily 
~ : Th ey th e n asked h e r (or 
h e r views o n the Glastonbury 
c ross found in a lake in No rth 
London and now buried some ­
where in England by its d i -
verer. sco 

This high l y unlike l y s t ory wa s 
reported in th e na ti o nal press 
th e nex t day too , so it wasn ' t 
after a l I a hoax . Hut th e 
s t ory r e mains r at her weird. The c urator of Car mar th e n mu se ­

um r esor t e d t o a ne wspap e r ap -
De rek Ma h o ney, dubbed as a n 

--1 

" amate ur archaeologi s t" (mcire 
suspicious l y, an unemployed 
pattern-maker) found what he 
c laimed was the f amous lead 
c ro s s une arthed by monks in 1191 
f rom King Arthur's grave at 
Gla s tonbury. Hi s brother saw it, 
the British Mus e um's expert, a 
Mr s We bs ter saw it- -but because 
of a disput e with th e l egal pro­
fess ion, and hi s belief in the 
c ross ' s magical powers, Mr 
Ma h o ney burie d it secretly. En- _ 
field Counc il successfully pro­
secuted him for re t aining an ob­
jec t di scove red on their land 
(near Fort y Hall, Enfield) and 
h e was jail ed for two years £or 
c ont e mpt o f co u rt. 

" I wil l no t hand th e c ro ss over. 
Whil e I ha v e it I ha ve power a nd 
a uth o rit y, " he sa id . 11 1 will not 
hand it ove r until s uc h time as 
the r ul e of law is r ei n s tat e d in 
this countr y . .. " 
"l will not take a ny respon s ibi­
lit y for anyt hing which happe ns 
to the cross, which I have bur­
i e d. I am th e only person who 
know s where it i s ... 11 

The c ross alleg e d to have been 
fo und by Mr Mahoney is abou_t 7 
inches l o ng. This ties in with 
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the only known illustration of 
th e c ross which comes from the 
6th edition of William Camden' s 
Britannia (1607) where it mea­
sures six and seven- eighths in­
ches, presumably a full - scale 
facsimile (Fig 1 ) . Contemporary 
descriptions say it was fixed 
below a stone placed above Ar­
thur's coff in. The ~ettering in 
Camden's illustration has sug­
gested to some that it was made 
and placed there in the 10th 
ce ntury by St Dunstan. 2 Inter­
estingly a similar sized lead 
pec toral c ross was rediscovered 
rece ntly in nearby Wel ls Cath­
edral in the tomb of its l as t 
Saxon bishop, Giso (1061- 88).3 

Mr Mahoney' s "power and author ­
ity " r es t in his wi th o lding of 
a valua bl e t es timony to th e 
hi s torici ty of Arthur. It als o 
could point to the earliest 
known link be tween Glastonbury 
and Avalon , fo r the Latin in­
s c ription, traslat e d, reads 

"Here lies buried the famous 
King Arthur in the I s le of 
Avalon." 

Or it c ould me rely indicate th0 
skill or a former pattern-maker 
for without material e vidence 
we sha ll never know whether it 
i s a 6t h century or 10th centu ­
ry mor tuary c ross, a 1 2 th cent ­
ury pious fraud, a late mediev ­
al copy or a 20th century hoax . 
And however did it get to En­
fi e ld after its last reported 
wh e r ea bouts with Chance llor 
Hug hes of Well s in the 18th 
ce ntu ry? 4 

1 R Gledhill & A Laker "The 
Rebel of Camelot " WOP 2. 4. 82 
2 L Alc ock Ar thur ' s Britain 
( Penguin 1 97 3 73££ )' 
3 W Rodwell We lls Cathedral: 
Excavations & Discover ies 
1 98017ff 
4 G As h e "Th e s tory be hind 
Arthur's lost cross " We stern 
Daily Press 3 .4. 82 . 



Note on illustrations 
Whether the Enfield cross 
claimed by Derek Mahoney as 
?enuine is so or not , it will be 
7nteresting to see how closely 
i~ rese~bles the various depic­
tions since the 1607 edition of 
Camden's Britannia. There were 
altered versions in the 18th 
cent ury translations of Camden 
(eg R Gough's 1789 3 volume 
translation) when the cross was 
last known to be in Wells: note 
the curved shoulders £or exam­
ple (fig 3 ). The Avalonian Guide 
to the town of Glastonbury and 
its Environs (8 th ed 1839 ) 
clearly owes some debts to th ese 
18th century versions: not e th e 
extra "blips", maybe nails in 
Fig 2. ' 

Fig 3 courtesy Bristol Museum, from Gough Vol I Pl v p 59 Fig 2 . 

Credits Steve Paske, Peter Rat azz i , Enid Griffit h s D Ed d 

-~~ , wa r s . 

COUNCIL FOR BRITISH ARCHAEOLOGY 
The CBA publishes a Newsletter and Ca l e ndar o( conferences. 
courses a~d exca~a~ions in Britain nine times a year . Tho se in­
terested in_o?t~ining experience on digs s hould c onsult the ca l­
endar; ~he ini~ials MEM (Migration & Early Medi eva l) indica t e 
excav~tions which are o~ most int e r es t t o Dark Age e nthu siast s . 
Details; CBA, 112 Kennington Rd, London SEll 6RE 

Silhouette of Well s Ca thedral 
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I Letters 
: ln the "Timeslip" issue I 
wondered if it was likely 
that Thomas Becket was not 
only a surrogate victim but 
also~ Cathar as claimed in 
a recent novel. From lvor 
Snook , Exmouth, Devon: 

"Th e idea of the ritual murder 
of a king to promote the fert­
ility of the land is widespread 
amongst the earl y na tur e/ fert­
ility religions. Stories about 
the 'was ted l ancts ' in the G1·ai l 
stories and British legends are 
connected with jt . But there i s 
no reason to conne c t it with 
the Ca thars as· though it was 
special to them. Stude nts of 
wicca wou l d include William the 
Conqueror, William Rufus, Hen ry 
11, Edward II , a nd even He nr y 
Vlll as kings who were ei th e r 
ritual l y murd ered or made use 
of s ul, s titut es to die on their 
t,e ha If." 

From l'at r i cia Villi e rs-Stuart 
Lo nd o n: 

"!<ea rl ing your Edi tori a ] L,r in<J s 
to mind a !,it or, s hall we say, 
Low lli s tor y that has always 
s tu ck in my mind. After poor 
Beckett wa s murdered (ritually 
or jus t in p l ain annoyance or 
jea l ousy), as hi s body coo l ed 
an abundance of (leas were see n 
to be leaving his hair shi rt . 
No do ubt in sear c h o( warmer 
l odgings . Thi s wasn't from a 
romantic nove l b ut in some (ac­
tual account of a nearby monk . " 

Crystal grail 
: From Paul Devereux, Welsh-
pool, Powys, Wales: 

"I found the ' Old S_tones & 
Mega l iths ' i ss ue good reading 
as us ua 1 , and I can add a bit 
of a po s tscript to Chris Love­
<Jrove ' s ' The Grail as Stone ' 

piece: I don't think I've ever 
committed it to writing before. 

He refers to the crystal un­
earthed by Colin Blay in SE 
France in circumstances that in 
dicated that it may be a grail 
associated with the Albigensi­
ans, Temp1ars or what-have-you. 

In 1 979 Colin kindly gave me a 
fragment of this unusual cryst­
al. 1 took this with me when I 
joined John Steele for a 2-man 
e xped ition to the Moe l-ty-Uc ha1 
circle on the Berwyn, north-mi ,, 
-Wales , as part of the Dragon 
Project, in the July of that 
year. Moe] -ty-Uchaf, some Pen­
dragon readers might recall, 
sits on the side of Arthur's 
Table mountain which was shown 
to be the epicentre of an extr . , 
ordinary fireball/tremor/explo 
sion/geophysical display in 
Jan uar y 1974. Subsequent inv es ­
tiga tion by sc ientists failed 
to ex plain what had occurred. 

Th e circ le di s plays some sophi c 
ticated groundplan geometry an r! 
is one of the best-preserved i 11 
the British I s les according to 
Professor Thom. It has two gap ~ 
in its circumference which are 
believed to be original to the 
construction and not occasione, 
by missing stones. The stones 
themse lves are relatively smal l 
with one that seems to have a 
perfectly horizontal top. The 
site is most impressive by vir ­
tue of its stunning location 
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and its protective ambience. 1 1 
is a good site to be at . When 
first visited it in the mid- 70 
it had a quartz block set in­
side the ring of stones, but b · 
1 979 someone had taken it away 
l e aving only the socket hole 
made by the small lump of crys ­
tal. 

Stee le and I were visiting the 
site as part of the Dragon Pr o ­
ject ' s programme of taking 
readings at a variety of sites 
other than the Rollright Stone • 



in Oxfordshire. On this occa­
sion we were to con centrat e 
on infra-red photography and 
ultrasoni c monitoring . We set 
up camp on the mountainside 
within sight of the stones, 
and spent about three days at 
the site. 

We completed our infra-red 
session, using black and 
white and colour IR film and 
a range of exoti c IR filters 
loaned by Hasler of Kodak. 
Some odd results were ob­
tained, but nothing compar­
able to effects recorded at 
the Kingstone , Rollright ( see 
The Ley Hunter 87) . The ultra 
-soni c monitoring was, how­
ever, disappointing . The 
mete.r registered no activity 
at all ior the first c ouple 
of days. Then I suddenly re­
membered the fragment of 
crystal grail (as opposed to 
Crystal Gali!) that I had 
brought along. What was there 
to lose? We placed the frag­
ment in the hole vacated by 
the original quart z lump that 
had inhabited the circle , and 
left it the re thr oughout th e 
day. AT NO TIME DID ANYONE 
ELSE VISIT THE SITE--the 
stones were never out of our 
view. As sunset approached, 
I took the ultrasonic detec­
tor and walked up the rise 
from the camp to the stone 
ring. Within yards of the 
circle I saw the met e r regis­
tering a response. Although 
the movement was small it was 
extremely noticeable after 
the 48 hours of inactivity up 
to that point. I called to 
Steele, and we surveyed th e 
whole site, regist er ing dis­
tinct ultrasonic emissions. 

It was only aft e r 20 minutes 
that we remembered the c ryst­
al fragment we had placed in 
the circle. Could it really 
have had an effect? We were 

scept i ca l. We moved over to th e 
hole and were s hocked to find 
the crystal in a hundr ed frag­
ments-- s hattered. Apart from 
being amazed, I was somewhat 
perturbed that the crysta l was 
in such a s t ate after it had 
been entru sted to my, care--1 
must say that Colin was most 
understanding about the inc id­
ent , seeing its potential sig ­
nifi cance as we did. 

To thi s day I cannot decide 
what happened. It has to be an 
extraordinar y energy effect or 
e lse, as a mundane exp lanation , 
a s h eep put its foot in th e 
hole and beat hell out of th e 
crystal--an explanati on that 
borders on the absurd, but ha s 
to be put in for a balancing 
viewpoint. 

Shortly af t er th e 1 974 incid­
e nt, Keith Crit chl ow witnessed 
a geiger counter going berserk 
at Moel-ty-Uchaf, and in 1 981 
the Dragon Project was able to 
find a geiger "h o t spot " on the 
perimeter of the ston e ring. 
Odd energies are c learly pres­
e nt at the site. The ultrasoni c 
detector did f unction for the 
firs t timeonly after the dep­
osit .f the crystal within the 
circle. And subsequent analysis 
at Leicester University by Don 
Robins of a piece of the cryst­
al did confirm that ~he materi­
al was highly energetic in 
e lectroni c t e rms. 

So there you have it--make of 
it what you will ... th e events 

-of the day we t ook the grail to 
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Arthur's Table ... " 

l!tJi,eJJ' 
\ 

' •, 

·· •, . ' 

Nanteos Cup 
: From EM Griffiths, Llanmor-
Jais, Gower: 

" Re th e Nant e os cup (Timeslip 
Olde News), I knew Mrs Powell 
very we ll. She told me that The 
Cup had been taken from Glaston­
bury t o Strata Florida by monks 
for safe-keeping at the time of 

the dissolution of the monas­
t er ie s and there is a brass 
tablet in a Cotswold Church 
(Ozleworth, Glos. Ed) stating 
thit it had rested there one 
night on it s way to Wal es. 

When it was Strata Florida ' s 
time t o be demo li s h ed the 
monk s fled t o Nanteos and 
begged the family to keep The 
Cup unti l it s return was re­
quested by Gla s tonbury. A r e p­
lica wa s made, and is s till at 
Nanteos. Mr s Powell had been 
offered L3U,OOO for the c up 
fro m America and refused it! 
The Cup wa s last in the custo-
dy of her grand-daughter, a 
Mirylees, who moved to some­
wh ere in Herefordshire when 
last heard of. Thi s is the 
true story of 'The Cup•· as fa r 
as we know in Wales ... 

I did not think the Nanteos 
Cup wa s what it was claimed to 
be, it l ooked more like a monk 
monk' s beggi ng -bowl. It has 2 
gold rivets holding the badly 
cracked parts together, but 
when a silver band had been· 
put around the rim to fur ther 
s trengthen it Mrs Powell 
c laimed the hea ling stopped. 
So s h e had to remove th e silv­
er rim. Knowing how the priests 
had hoodwinked superstitious 
people in the past, and the 
need for f unds to restore th e 
Glastonbury Library, one 
doubts very muc h the real 
truth behind hal f the mirac ul­
ous claims made. Nanteos it-
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self was sold to scrap merch­
ants, and is again up for 
·sale." 

Chariots of the ... ? 
: Fr om St eve Blackburn, 

25A Lowdon Cour t, Ri c hardson 
~d, Newcast l e NC2 4BL: 

"On behalf of Newcastle . Univer ,­
ity Arthufian Societ~ i have a 
couple of pressing problems t o 
me ntion. By devious and diver s 
methods we have acquired two 
solid 5ft diameter wheels and 
were wondering if chariot de­
signs might be forthcoming fr o i: 
members . lt 's just that we hav ~ 
these wheels which we do not 
want to waste and that this i s 
the only purpose to which they 
can be put. I would also like 1 
fi nd out if chariots were a c o ,. 
temporary .vehicle in Post-Roma1 , 
Britain. 

We have also a cquired a consid ­
erab le amount of tent material 
and I would also be very inter ­
ested to fi nd out about the d e ­
sig ns of tents used on c ompaign 
If any me mbers feel they can 
help in either of these ways 
please write to me at this ad­
dress and I will try to r efund 
postage. This will almost cert­
ainly be done unless lam the 
victim ;fan avalanche of let­
ters ... " 



Welsh • circle 
: From Chri s Turner, Lland ewi 

Bre fi, Dyfed: 

"Most peeved to have misse d th P 
maze -week e nd. Whil e you we- r< ' 

making your maz e , I went (or a 
countr y walk to console mys0l( 
and commun e with yo u a ll. I went 
up th e mountain s be hind Llan­
go llen and walked across. som<} 
spec tacular limes t o ne c li ( ( s 
that go by the name Craig Arthur 
t o see a couple o( S tanc!1 n<J 
Stones s hown on the map. Th e 
s mall e r s tone is swee l , about 
four feet tall. Th e l ocal (armer 
has treated it with th e cont e mpt­
that th e We l s h trea t anyLhi n<J 13\v 
(before Wesley) and drilled a 
h o le through it to ti e hr s (enc e 
on to. There seemed t o be a 
dowsable line between th e m. Mak ­
ing a triangle with th em i s the 
sweetest Stone Circle. abo ut 
45- 50 feet . diame t e r. About '.!() 

s tones-. I ha d no parer or penci 
and wa s s hort on time , hut in­
t end going back soon with com­
pass and a ll. The circle, o( 
course, isn't me ntio ne d on th e 
map . 

OS refs: Craig Arthur SJ 225472 
Stone Circle SJ 2284 52 

Sheet 117 Chester 
1 50, 000 Landrang e r Series. " 

King Jesus ... 
: From Rosanne ff Graham, N 

Northampton: 

"Holy Blood , Holy Grail i s r e~ l­
ly strange. On first r eading it 
is s hatteringl y convincing. On a 
second reading , one wond e r s . lt 
is still a tr e me nd o u s e ffort of 
r esearch and I am glad t o have 
it, but l see a f e w weaknesses 
which I missed be for e . (Has any­
one not i ced that th ey repeat 

whole s<'ntenc,·s in some 
places, wi th a c hap t e r or 
two in betwee n ?) . . • 

One thin <J s trikes me too: the 
a uthor s ig nore th e Turin 
Shroud. Theiy me ntion it (1 
think from me mor y ) o nce and 
o nl y in passin<J. Hut jt i s a 
fact . Tr ue . we do not know 
wha t it is, but therr s0e ms 
no csc;q , i 11(1 the• fact that it 
i ~ 11 u l ;\ fo1·qc•rv in the • ~ l'ns<· 
<>/ t,rinrJ p,,i;,L,,; 1 u r eiy , •cl . ll 
lll l/ llG j s ri<Jhl. Lhe•S hr<>ucl i s 
mca nin<J ]< •ss ... 

Th e ( 'V i1l< •ncl' ((Jr . l<• ~u:--; 1 m,·\r-

r _i a.<JP d <H'-:-; s<' <' nl <·onv i nc i nr_1, 

a nd here· I ,\CJr<'l' with the• 
v i 0w l'Xprc•sscd . Cc, Ii liacy ,,ncl 
sp iritu;t lit y clrl' nut -:-:.yno nym ­
o u s t (2 r ms ... 

Thi s is a very dif (rr r nt mat ­
t c r fr om putt i n<J t h t' ~le r ov j n -
0 i a n s hack o n th e throne just 
IJC'Ci\USe th C--'V h.:q >p<'lll!d lu l,l' 
d rst·c n(i< •d ( rum hi rn -- <tnil th <'V 
arl! surl• l v n <Jt th0 l,n l v 0111 ·~ 
who WC[('. · ii h, • h;:id l'lli ld,· ,,n 
a t ail . . l0s u s ' dcscenciants 
are o nl y hi s de sce ndan t s : not 
him sel r; a nd have no more, 
ri () ht t o ru l e countri es othe•1· 
than th e ir ow n th a n have th (' 
desce nd a nt s of Montezuma or 
Buff al o Bi 1 1. .. " 

.. . and Arthur too 
: From Roy Nickerson, Carme l 

(California): 

" In Pendragon Vo l XV Nol I 
noti ce a l 0tt er whjch S U (J -

ges ts HRH the Prince Charl es 
s hould perhaps hecome Kin() 
Arthur up o n hi s accession to 
th e Thr o ne . May l s ugges t we 
might Fa ther ask th a t h e cc ­
co me /\rthur ll 7 " 

Holy Thorn: 
Timeslip slip-ups 

! From I so lde Wigram, Little 
Hor s ted, Sussex : 

" Just o ne point l wanted to take 
up J rom the la s t Pe ndragon, viz 
th e r efe ren ce on p 2 to the Holy 
Thorn in the grounds o f Washing­
ton Cathedral whi c h bloss oms 
'wh e never someone from the Brit­
ish Royal Fam i l y visits ther e ' 
(X I V, J ). The comme nt wa s that 
i t blossome d wh e n Prince Char l es 
was there in May (1981), but as 
that is its norma l f lowe ring 
time anyway, the royal guests 
o nl y h ave t o go at the right 
time for thi s to happen! 

Howeve r thi s does not exp lain a 
s im i lar I l oweri ng wh e n th e Quee n 
we nt th e r e in Jul y 1 976, a nd I 
am inclined t o thini<. there is 
mor e in thi s than meet s the eye. 
Eve n if th e s tory of th e thorn' s 
ori0 in was made up by a Glaston­
bury innkeerer in th e 1 8 th cent ­
ury (whi ch I don 't e ntir e l y be­
lieve ), th e re is something very 
spec ial about th e thorn, and I 
am not all that surprised that 
as an expatriate in Washington, 
it pays tribut e to our Royal Fam­
ily. The Queen sy mbolises the 
soul of thi s nation which, it 
th e prickles up my sri ne whi ch I 
ge t on royal occasions did not 
pr ove to me how deep thi s goes, 
would be rroved by the miracu­
lous good-humou red resronse 
whi ch th ey evoke. Comrare the 
liehaviour o f th e crowd s (th e 
majori t y you nu at the lioyal Wed­
ding) with th e ri ot s and foot ­
ball hooligani s m!" 

! l vo r Snoo k also comme nt s : 

"1 a0ree th a t we mu s t tr eat 'an­
cie nt traditions ' cr iti ca lly, 
hut that i s exactl y what th e 
writer did not do wh e n h e cast 
~s id e th e Gl asto nbu ry Th or n 

tr adition as 'invented in the 
1 8th century by an innkeeper' . 
Maybe he cunning ly revived it 
for c ommercial reasons, but in 
fact it was widely believed at 
l east two hundred years earlier 
(see Ri c hard Pyerson, Life of 
Jose ph of Arimathea, 1520 or Dr 
Layton's report on Glastonbury 
to Cromwell, 1535). It is evid­
e ntly the innkeeper who has been 
invented. Of course this does 
not prove th e tradition is cor­
re ct, only that it has ancient 
origins ... " 

! The 1 8 th century innkeeper 
appeared in Francis Hitching's 
World Atlas of Mysteries, p er ­
haps not the most reliable of 
sources, and I am glad that 
r eaders are quick to pick up on 
my rather slovenly slip-ups: Ed . 
Anoth e r note from Ivor Snook: 

A-Rome-ing 
"I am so r ry to h e ar ot various 
people sear c hing all over Brit­
ain for 'lioma Secunda', whi ch i ~ 
in iac t Glastonbury . It was 
fir s t called this by William of 
Malmesbury in his De Antiguita­
te Gla s toniensis Ecclesice c 
11 25 , and the name clung to 
Glastonbury for hundreds of 
years afterwards." 

i,' l ' . :>,.__ 
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St Joseph ' s Arms (16th century) 
St John' s. Glastonbury (window ) 
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THE MWE & AGM 
What was the origin--we asked in 
PENDRAGON November 1 ~71--of th e 
quote: "where in the likeness of 
a marigold Meridianes sitteth in 
a ma ze H? 

We ll --un-marigoldlike, th e Pen­
dragonSoc satteth in a maze 
when thi s year ' s AGM c ulminat e d 
the Maze Weekend Get-togethe r in 
February. 

And to all you members who re­
t orted, on receiving your maze 
weekend not ices: " In mid-Fe bru­
ary- -th ey have to be joking"; or 
" Mazes? They 'r e off th e wall 
this time" as you scrumpled th e m 
up and lobbed th e m at th e bin/ 
cat --all I can say is, s hame you 
didn 't come, it was a lovely 
weekend 

During last December' s worst 
s nowfal l, Chris Turner of Panty ­
garreg stone circle fame and 
with the previous summer ' s maze 
building experien ce to go on 
called by with a pile of th e 
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d e lightful Caerdroia Pr o jec t 
magazines to wh ich he contri­
but es , fuJl of hi5 at es t re­
searche s i nt o the maze con nec ­
tion. 

So the idea o( t h e ~laze \.11,, ,, k­
end was bo r n. A1·t c 1· a1 J. did­
n't Guy Undc• rwno, I s,,y t hi\ t 
Hri s tol wa s an a nc ient Lal,v ­
rinthine town a nd wasn't 
Pe ndrago n born in the turf 
maze town or Winchester? 

Adrian Fi s h er kindly promised 
t o take time o lf from i' lin u t au r 
Des ign s l a te s t maz e bui ·:din<J 
commitme nt s (sadly hi s partnc'r 
was ill and couldn't join us) 
to c ome and t el l u s mo r e about 
mazes, and s pcc ili ca ll v tu 
cJ csc r i IJe L h<" sy mi :n Ii ::. m Z\ll l i the~ 
building me thod s 01 their mod­
er n mazes built f or c li e nt s in 
England and Eur o pe . 

We hope d t o l ay o ut a pe rman­
ent maz e in l{ri s to l hut thi s 
proved no t t o he feasihle at 
s uc h short no ti ce, so we sc 
settled for a t e mporary maze 
in a central park . 

The weekend duly a rri ved and 
o ur expected visi tor s arrived: 
some of our fri e nd s from RILKO 
(who ha ve s upport e d us (or t e n 
years now during va riou s pro ­
ject s : th e Car marthen s hir< · 
Zodiac . the ear l y Llanelcn 
di gs and numc'rou s AGMs); long­
di s t ance medal s s h o uld <JO to 
our member s from BJackhurn and 
S Humber s id e a nd t o Ma r y Turn­
e r r epr ese nting LJande wi Brcfi 

BeautiJully illu s trat e d le c ­
tures were interpos ed by com­
panionabl e visits to the pub/ 
Roslyn Road, a nd Sunday Morn­
ing found us o n a hill in th e 
middle or Bristol with th e 
c ity laid out around us in 
brilliant s un s h ine. 

A Cretan d es i g n had bee n d e ­
c ide d on-- a nd th e mat e rials 
had been kindly donated by the 

Highways Department and the 
metal pegs specially designed 
by Steve Paske. It became an 
additional self-set problem to 
lay out the maze without cut­
ting the rope. 

I can only describe the actual 
l aying out and subsequent walk~ 
ing of the maze as a powerful 
experience e nding an interesting 
and happy weekend, and thank all 
those concerned for making it so 
--A ND th e warband of Vikings led 
by Kim Siddorn who kindly came 
along to lend e mphasis to the 
fac t that weaponry is no match 
for magic. 

Since then there has been an 
epidemic of mazes and suggest­
i ons for permanent sites. 

Illu s trat ed is the one built by 
Rupert and Delfo (left ) near our 
dig, using the Gower's cockle­
shells. 

Here are three suggestions for 
your experime nt : 

Try making a maze (even just 
inscribed on the ground) and, 

once it has been thoroughly 
wa·lked, dowsing the site 
after it has been removed. 

More flippantly--improve the 
a me nities of your holiday re­
sort by making one on the 
beach! 

Make one for your favourite 
person's birthday. 

Instructions for the Cre tan 
design to start with: 

First: a cross 

+ 
The n f our dots 

1 3 

+ 
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Dot A around 
dot B & to its 
point on the cross 

Dot B arou.nd 
dot A & to its 
point on the 
cross 

Top picture: The Viking assault 
on Brandon Hill! 
(photo: RD Webster) 

Dot D around 
dot C & to it s 
point on 
cross 

AND FINALLY 
dot C around 
dot D & to its 
point 
cross 
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Secret of the 
Christian 
Labyrinth 
THE PONTREMOLI LABYRINTH 

PATRICIA VILLIERS-STUART 

Recently my husband came back from a trip to see about casting 
in Italy near the famous Carrara marble quarries and he brought 
back a plaster c;ast of this labyrinth which had lately bEien ex ­
cavated nearby. 

Apparently his Italian caster had been the one to take casts of 
the find and he had bee n allowed to take a few extra ones. My 
husband asked to be given some details of exactly where it was 
found and what was thought of it, and was given a well-illustra­
ted book of all the antique fi nds in that area published in 
1 972 . However th e labyrinth was not among th e m and they are all 
about BC 3000, .very interes ting Moon-cult objects and daggers, 
but n o thing maze-like. 

The daughter of th e Ge rman publisher Dr- Fischer, in whose hou ~e 
my hu s band saw th e firs t r ep rodu c tion of th e maze, referred u s 
to an Englishwoman who seems to hav e some thing to do with Tham~~ 
& Hud son. The Englishwoman said: Write to the Museum at Spezia .. 

Th e s tory was quite a s trang e one. The bas-r e lief was from the 
1 2t h cent ury, and had been on th e wall of the chur ch known as St 
Pe t er ' s -of-the - Conf luence at Pontremoli. This was a small town 
in norther n Italy at th e confluence of pilgrim routes going both 
north to the shrine of St James of Compostella and south to Rome 
and finally the Holy Land . The bas-r e lief must have served as a 
s ign to intending pilgrims that h ere they would be welcomed and 
protected (two knights greeting each other over a Chri stian­
s tyle labyrinth, with a quotation from St Paul, SIC CURRITE UT 
COMPREHENDATIS, underneath--"So course in order to comprehend"). 
It had lasted till the 16th century when the whole church had 
crumbled, and was not rebuilt till the 18th century; however it 
was not until it s 20th century destruction by aerial bombardment 
that th e knights and thei r labyrinth once more saw daylight. 

THE ROAD TO J ERUSALEM 

The pattern of the orig~nal prehistoric laby rinth associated 
with Cret e and Troy i s also to be found among the Hopi Indians 
of Ame rica , as well as in Tibet and all over Europe. The more 
recent l abyrinth s (which might be cal led Christian, since they 
f eatur e mo s tly in cath edra ls and c hur ches) are of a ~ore complex 
pattern. Th e centre , which is larg e r, is placed in exactly the 
true combined centre; and this was often designated as Jerusal ­
e m, th e end of th e quest, in. contrast to the old examples wher e 
th e fearsome Minotaur was supposed to lurk at their heart. In 
number structure the radius is geared to 100, with subdivisions 
of 3 0, 30, 40. 

Th ese new laby rinth s presented me with a problem: who had made 
th e c h a nge, and why? I often fe lt inclined to favour the Knight s 
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Templar, that powerful and yet relatively short-li ved band of 
warri•or monks, sworn to the protection of pilg'rims, who soon 
found themselves running a vast religio- c ommer c ial ne twork--a 
harbinger of the Common Market, as one historian put it . Th ey 
built round Temple churches and seemed to have strong links with 
mathematicians and sages of both Islamic and Jewish origin. 
Their knowledge was reputed to have come from excavations they 
made in the ruins of the Temple of Solomon. 

A suggestive Templar-labyrinth lin.k is the fa c t tha t i n th e 
splendid frescoes of the Medici Chapel in Floie nce a pilgrimage 
is shown. The Three Kings, Wi se Men and their many cont emporary 
followers are on the way to Bethlehe m. Behind o ne of the horse ­
men sits a tame panther; th e r e are a ltogeth er fo ur panther s in 
this fresco , two tame and two wild. Their presence i s exp l ai ned 
by their being th e emble m of th e nearby town o1 Lu cca : Lucca was 
an important Templar centre and in the cath edra l ther e is a lab­
yrinth on one of the pillars, exactl y simi l ar to the one a t 
Pontremoli. 

However, I still fe lt baffled. Suppose the Knights Templar did 
use the amended f orm of th e labyrinth as their 'logo ' or sig n or 
their movement, what does it t e ll us? Does thi s l abyrinthine 
sign give a more compl e t e exp r ess ion t o our d evelopment th an a n y 
other one? Show u s that we are mor e compl ex than bees or s n ow­
flakes, have greater powers than apples or s t a r fis h , are even 
superior to the cruciferae family of th e mu s tard seed : give u s a 
glimpse of the holographic crystalline st ruc ture of o ur mind s as 
they guide our bodies? Sh ow us , in term s of numb ers, h ow we have 
to reconcile ourselves to the even and the odd, t o give us a 
whole vision that is greater and even mor e mys t e rious than its 
path? 

Below left A r oof -boss in St Mary 
Redcliffe, Bristol conforms to th e · 
standard Chri s tian l abyri nth type , 
a link perhaps with a nearby Te m-
plar c hur c h. Below right A Te mpl ar 
seal--two knights on one horse. CL 
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The Feathered Track 
STEVEN BANKS 

The aborigines of South Afri ca were the Khoisan, divided into the 
•Hott e nt o t s ' , who he rded cattle and sheep , and the 'Bushmen', who' 

we r e hunters and gatherers of wild foods. The 'Hottentots'--so 
ca lled by the Dut c h settlers because o f their clicking gulping 
s peech--have been politica lly absorbed into the ' c olour~d' people 
b ut th eir small lith e bodies, sharp features, russet skin and 
pe'pper-corn hair are still among u s here at the Cape. Su?h are 
th e looks o f an e l ect rician working in th e hous e as I write. 

As t o th e Bushmen, o nly a few years ago few people had a good 
word to say (or th e m: th ey were ignorant h eathe n , naked and_ idle. 
Early l ast ce ntur y the near e r parts of the interior of Africa 
over whi ch they roamed were settl ed by Europeans, consequently 
Bushmen only survive in the Kalahari; but they are no long e r de s­
pi sed. Indeed s uc h express ion s a~ 'the harmless people'! and 'a 
way o l ·i i.re perfected ' are us e d i n referenc e to these little peo­
ple who we re ca ll ed 'bosjemen ' because th ey made th e ir t e mporary 
s helters or l ea f y bo ug h s . 

Like nomadic fo lk in other parts of th e world since time began, 
the Bu s hma n paints and e ngraves on such flat surfaces as h e finds 
in hi s wanderings. Over s i x thousand sites of hi s art hav e bee n 
recorded, a nd it is estima t ed th a t thousands more r e main to be 
found. The s ubj ec t s are l argely th e r e lationship between man and 
the anima l s whi ch are both worshipped and s l a in by him. This is 
essentially th e same as a t La scaux, or in th e caves painted by 
the Waitaha tribe on th e Canterbury Plai n in New Zealand. 

One r ecurring e l e me nt in Bu s hman pictographs, "a sinuous red line 
fri ng ed with white dots", i s the s ubj ec t of an article in The 
So uth Africa n Archaeological Bulletin fo r June 1981. The author, 
J D Le wi s -Willi a ms of th e University of the Witwa t e rsrand, con­
c ludes "Pe rh aps the line symbolised, in some but by no means all 
ins t a nces, the tra jector y of a man on o ut-of -body travel and the 
whit e drops either drops of s weat . . . o r even th e footprints of a 
medici ne ma n mov ing along th e route . " Ea rli e r in th e arti c le ref­
e rence is made t o a n Au s t ra lia n aboriginal ritual which us e s a 
rope fr inged with white f eath ers . a nd this a l e rt e d me as a feath­
ered rope was a l so used by th e Chumash India n s of th e Ca li fo rnian 
coas t for mys ti ca l journeys a mong the stars by their s h a ma ns . I 
be lieve th a t similar observations of th e ma t e rial wor ld , a t diff­
erent times and p l aces , may l ead t o th e same supernatural truth,. 
a nd here I s uggest that the si nuou s red line fr inged with whit e 
dot s, a nd the fea thered ropes of Chumash and Aust ralian aborigine 
are d e rived f r o m th e s k e ins of wildfowl whic h wing th e ir purpose­
fu l way thro ug h al l our skies. Th e Bushmen of souther n A1rica 
would ,see the Pyg my and Spurwing geese of th e Okavango food-plain 
-- for the Kala hari is h appil y not a true desert--and th ere would 
be many season a l f lig ht s along th e west coas t of N America and 
across the interior of Austral ia. 

It i s not by c h a nce that the " grey goose feat h er " wa s used t o 
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fletc~ an arrow. Merlin would have known that the true flight of 
the bird and the arrow are related. I wonder if he also knew of 
the feathered cord for out-of-body travels . 

. I 

,_________ ____ J 
Bushman painting (detail) 
Cullen's Wood, Elliott, Cape Provinc e 
(After J D Lewis-Williams) 
This is taken from the central panel or a four me tre 
pictures. C I.. 
Celtic inter­
lace and 
meander, from 
early medie va l 
Welsh crosses: 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Lloyd and Jennifer Laing 
The Origins of Britain 
RKP / Book Club Associates; 
Paladin-Granada 1 981 

The first in a series, Britain 
Before the Conque s t, this book 
deals with Britain and its occu­
pants from firs t re corded remains 
to the Bronze Ag e and it does so 
extremely well. The authors have 
a happy knack of sticking firmly 
to the point both geographically 
and chronologically so that a co­
herent picture of human develop­
ment in these islands emerges 
with a rare c larity. Particularly 
fa sc inating is a secondary theme 
which deals with the different 
way~ in which antiquaries (from 
mediaeval monks to Mortimer 
Wheeler) have viewed the evide nce 
for prehistoric man and the con­
c l usions (some quite extraordin­
ary ) which they drew theref rom. 

Perhaps the most depressing as­
pect of this history is the way 
in which Man's development ap­
pears to be de t ermi ned by hi s ab­
ility to produce new and more • 
destructive weapons. And it is 
di s tressing to not e that, in the 
early stages, the most obvious 
attribut e of his transition from 
savagery to e mbryoni c c ivilisa­
tion is th at he seems to pass 
rrom kil ling somet hing and eating 
it to killing someone and eating 
th e irs! Plus ea c hange ... ? On the 
debit s ide, the book--although at 
attractively laid out--would have 
be ne fitted greatly from some co l­
our plat es, particularly of the 
Beaker and Wessex goldwork. 

Sandra Unerman 
Trial of Three 
Dobson 1981 

Here is something new made of 
something old. Borrowing from 
the earliest, strangest ver­
sions of the Arthurian Mythos, 
Sandra Unerman has created a 
powerful story full of those 
glints of high magic one ex­
pects from a skillful handling 
of mythopoic e lements. Arthur's 
three best knights: Cei, Bed­
wyr and Gawain (who are always 
amongst the heroes named in the 
earliest cyc les of stories) 
are test e d by power both of 
this world and the other. In 
a brilliant re-working of the 
earli es t version of th e Gawain 
a~d th e Green Knight story, 
with e l e ments of Irish and 
Welsh myt h thrown in, the 
three h eroes face each new 
danger with a mixture of cour­
age and dour determination. 
T~ey encount er dangers of many 
kinds, shape-shifting l ords, 
monsters, the Wild Hunt with 
Herla its terrifying leader 
and things even older and m~re 
strange They succeed, as they 
must, not without suffering 
and loss, in upholding the 
good name of Arthur and his 
court, and each wins some new 
understanding of himself . 

As this is Miss Unerman's . 
first book one expects occas­
ional f laws and lapse s, and 
these there are. But th ey are 
rare, and she excels in the 
description of magical events 
and h as a crisp firm style 
laced with flashes of poetry-­
the mixture as prescribed. 
There is a suggestion of fur­
ther books to come, and I for 

RD WEBSTER one will look for ward eagerly 

1ir~ ~em JffiN ~TTHEWS 
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Andrew M Greeley 
The Magic Cup 
McGraw Hill 1981 

The author calls this book "an 
Irish Grail story" , but we will 
find no shining c up or Christia n 
knight enga~ed on the ques t for 
the Holy Relic of Chri s t's pass­
ion. Instead we have the story 
of the High King o f Ireland and 
hi s quest for the magic princess 
Dc lvecaem, which l eads him 
thr ough many trial s before h e 
recognizes that the object of 
h is search was with him all the 
time in the shape of his servant 
Brigid, as f ascinating a crea­
tion of the romantic notion of 
what an archetypal Irishwoman i ·s 
really like as we are likely to 
come across anywhere . In his 
journey and adventures with her , 
Cormac learns more about himself 
than he has ever learned from 
his time in the monastery of th e 
Abbot Colum--for Cormac is a 
Christian at a time when Ireland 
hovered between the New Way and 
the Old. His voyage with Brendan 
the Navigator is one of self­
discovery, as is his quest . Fo r 
what Mr Greeley has discovered 
is perhaps the most important 
fact about the Grail--that it is 
more often than not right here 
in front of us, familiar but un­
recogniz ed, either in the person 
of a loved friend, or even clos­
er--within ourselves. The Magic 
Cup is both exciting and enter­
taining, and Mr Greeley has a 
firm grip of both the a~chaeo­
logy and culture of 6th century 
Ireland . Perhaps he lacks a 
little in the depth of . hi s in­
terpretation, but the dialogue 
is rich and salted with life and 
wisdom. Something of a romanti c 
American idea of Ireland then, 
but a not unworthy addition to 
the literature of the Grail . 

Ja-IN MATTHEWS 

Dav id Drake 
The Dragon Lord 
Berkley / Putnam 1 981 

Starting with th e name "Pen­
dragon", and taking a further 
c lue from the dragon standard 
of Arthur, David Dr ake reach e s 
a startling conc i u sion-- th a t 
Arthur , in his almost insane 
hatred of the Saxons, d e mand s 
of Merlin that h e c r e ate a dra ­
gon t o burn th e ene my f rom th e 
land. And this Merlin doe s, 
aided by th e two unli kely h e r­
oes of this s trange novel. 
Meal, an out lawed Iri s h warr ­
ior , and his giant Danish com­
panion Starkad, journ e y to f ind 
and br ing back th e skull of a 
lake mon ster, and from this the 
wizard c r eat es a wyvern, a t 
f irst tiny b•1t rapidly growing 
to the size of a h ouse a nd with 
no limit set to it s growth . So , 
after a detour t o describe the 
battle of Dubh g lass, a nd for 
further adventures, the story 
r each es its shattering c limax 
in a battle with the dragon. 

David Drake i s one of the few 
among writers of Arthurian nov ­
els to be aware of the mi l itary 
details of th e period . Th e 
battle scenes and details of 
the armour are as authentic as 
they can be and car r y the stamp 
of conviction. The story is 
written at breaknec k speed, 
carrying the r eader on the 
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crest of exc iteme nt. Fantastic , 
ting e d with more than a hint of 
"sword and sor cery", David 
Drake ' s nov e l is another in the 
rece nt ma nifes tation of "anti­
Arthurian" works. Arthur is 
thus a madman , Mer lin a gigg l ing 
fool, Lancelot a butcher. But 
the larger -than-life c harac t er 
of the two heroes mor e than 
makes up fo r this , and one c a n 
only h ope for more of their ad ­
ventures in the f utur e . 

Ja-IN MATTHEWS 
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Aj 

Sangraal: _____ .......,., 

A Ar c adia 
Aj Anjou 
J Jerusalem 
S Septimania 

The Magdalene 
a the Sangr.al 

Mi c hae l Baig e nt, Ri c hard Le i<Jh a nd He nr y Linco ln ~ I\ . <JS 
Th e Holy Blood and the Holy Grail (Pp 445, J o nat h an Cape 1 01\2) 

Henry Li n coln's TV films and, r e cently, Mi c ha e l Baigent ' s lectu re 
to the Pendragon Society, h ave already given member s a n inkling 
of the subject - matt er o f thi s book, which r evea l s th at t h e Grai l 
is not quite what we may h ave th o ug ht ... 

In the 12th century a spat e of Grail romanc es appeared , one after 
_the other. The first was Chretien d e Troyes ' unfin ish ed Le i< o man 
d e Perceva l or Le Cont e del Graa] in th e J l HOs . Chr6ticn was at­
tached to the court of Champag ne, but dedi cated th is work to 
Philippe d'Al sace, Count of Flanders (sec XIV, 1 pll ). Nex t came 
Robert de Boron ' s Roman de l 'Estoire dou Saint Graa l (l l<JU - 'J'J) 
which claimed, like Chreti e n ' s r o mance , to b e based on an ear l ier 
a u t h ority. It i s Robert, not Chr&tien , who claims th e Grai ] l s 
the c u p of the Last Supper, also u sed by Joseph o( Ar irnat h ea to 

catc h .Jes u s ' i>]ood a t th ,, c rucif ixi o n. 

Thi rd comes th e a n ony mous Pcr l csva u s or Le ll a ut Livre du Graal 
composed betwee n 11 90 a nd 1 2 1 2. The Gra i] i s g u a rded by Te mpla r ­
lik c kni 0 h ts, a nd a ppears to King Arthur in five g ui ses --a s a 
crow ne d c rucif i e d king, a c h ild , a bleeding man wearing a crown 
0 [ th or n s , th e n in a n un spec ifie d f orm, a nd fina l ly as a c h a lice. 
But most l y there is a secre t about th e <Jrail " o u (_) ht no n e tell 
orc nJ y " . 

Fin a lly th e r e i s th e l as t of th e 1 2 th centu ry romances that h ave 
s urvive d, Wolfram vo n Esc h e nbac h ' s Parziva J (J.l<) S-l '.?16). Wo l (ram 
c l a im s hl s v,, r s i on is s uperior to Chroli e n ' s r o r i t c;u11,, rrom 
1: J,,<jvla n.i s , ;:,n as lr c,J"'J"r a nd sc holar rrum To l e cl u. F l c•cJc,t,1n i s 
was, says Wu li'r am , ;:, convert e d J ew desc0 ndc,cJ from So l umon , whose 
anc<' s tur s wurshippC'd a ca l (. Fr o m hi ,,, as t ro ] <JCJica J s tudil' S h e 
J ea rne rl 01 the my s t ery c;:, l l ed th e Grai l , brou(_)ht hy an9c,l s to 
,,a rlh ;:, ncl <Ju,,i: rl " d 1,y Ch ri s ti a n s "' nol, J,, linca,.w . Kyol th ,, Pr ov ­
c,nc;a l i:ead thj s in·(urmatiun in th l' original "h eath en writi ng " , 
corrc l atc,d il with t h e, s t ory or a c ,, rtain Mazadan and hi s (amily 
which h e found in Anjo u, an d t ra n s mit t e d it a ll t o Wolrr a m at 
~l;:,yc>nce in Gc, rmany in 11,;4. 

Like Per l esvaus, Par z ival h as a nac h ronisti c Te mplar-like kni g ht s 
guard ing th e Grail, which its e l( i s sy n o nym o u s with an exclusive 
s<lCret : " No man can e ver win th e G r ail unl ess h e is known in 
!l eave n a nd h <' be ca lled by name to th e Grail. " Jn other word s, 
tlH' Gra i I i s vo u c h s ;:,(c, d on l y to th e r h uscn f e w. Th ose " call e d to 
th, , Grrd I" J,c•comc• par t "' th e Grail company; th e c:urnpa n y in turn 
p r"v irl, · s ru J, , r s 1· ,,r l a nd s whic h ha ve, " l r, s l" their l o rd s , and th e 
f> 0 "jdc· lh cerr, "mu s t trea t him wi th courtrosy , rur the b l ess ing o( 

GoJ 1,n, tec t s hlm . " But hi s lineal.JC mu s t i,e k e pt secre t from th e 
c, ut s icl c world - - ] ike the story of Parz ival ' s so n Lohengrin, Knight 
or t h e Sw;:,n~ -,or i( h e is as k ed hi s ori(_)ins , h e mu s t l eave th e 
se r vice t o whic h h e h ad bee n called. 

Thi s lin e a ge is cr uci a l t o th e s tory of Parzival and, as this 
book ' s author s po int o ut , Wolfram "devot es far mor e attention to 
(the Grail fam ily) and th e ir ge n ealogy th a n to th e myst e rious 
object o( whic h th ey are cus t o dian s ." Parzival i s ultimately d e ­
sce nd e d from Lasili ez (Laza r u s?), son oI Mazadan (Maz da ? ) and 
Te rde l a s choyc ( ie Terr e de l a Ch o i x , Th e Chosen Land). Thus Par ­
zival ' s antecedents h ave more tha n a hint of th e Middl e East ab ­
o ut them. Hobert I s Pe rceva l, and Perlesvaus, both have Joseph of 
/\rimat h e a as a n a n ces tor. In o ther wo rd s, Perceval - Perlesvaus­
Par%iva J i s a Chri s tian of J udaic descent. Thi s seems to h ave 
bee n imp ort a nt to th e Grail romanc e r s not just fo r pio~s r eason s 
bu t becau se i f bore some semblance of a true state of affairs. 

Ihe a uth ors place s tress on th e name Ho l y Grail, Sangraal in Old 
Fr e nch. Robert de Boron first linked th e Grail with Chri st ' s 
b l ood (in h is Joseph d 1Arimathie incide nt a lly, n o t th e anonymous 
and l a t e r Esto ir e ), and it has bee n s ugg ested that sangraal was 
not just san graal, holy g rail, but sang raal, royal blood, the 
bl ood o( Je s u s. If Joseph was, as the s t ory goes, entru s t ed with 
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the receptacle of Jesus' blood, are we mistaken in regarding the 
receptacle as a chalice or cup? Shouldn't we instead, ask the 
authors, be thinking of th e inheritors of a royal bloodline: the 
children of Jesus? 

!DJ 

/.LJ _ _> 
There is no space in this review to mention all the evidence-­
some substantial, some circumstantial--to support 1his book's con­
tention. But here, in outline, is the hypothesis it presents: 

There are traces in the Old Testament of the tribe of Benjamin 
being persecuted by the other tribes for supporting worshippers 
of the goddess Belial (Judges 20- 21). Some went into ex ile to Ar­
cadia in Greece wh e re they appear as th~ daughter s of Danaus, s on 
of King Belus in Greek myth; and these links with Arcadia, now 
ruled by Spartans, reappear in Maccabe e s 2 (5: 9 ) and 1 (1 2 ;21). 
Some Benjaminites migrated up the Danube and Rhine, where they 
intermarried with the ancestors of the Te utonic tribes which 
later became the Franks. 

We turn now to Jesus, of the tribe of Judah, who was desc e nded 
from King David and therefore in all like lihood not a poor carp­
enter but a Jewish aristocrat. He was also a rabbi and, as such, 
expected to marry. The Fourth Gospel, attributed to "John", men­
tions what is probably Jesus' own marriage, at Cana, and his 
wife is probably Mary of Magdala in Galilee (also known as Mary 
of Bethany in Judaea). Her brother, Lazarus, whom Jesus "raised 
from th e dead','-' is the otherwise anonymous "beloved disciple" of 
the Fourth Gospel and also its author. 

Whatever the circumstances of Jesus ' death, Mary Magdalene and 
h er children would probably have left Palestine for fear o f per­
secution. Ninth century legends describe the Magdalene fleeing to 
Marseilles, and the later Grail legends say she brought the san­
graal with her, ie the holy bloodline of Jesus. She herself, the 
receptacle of the sangraal, traditionally died at Aix-en-Provence 
or Saint Baume. Jewish communities existed in southern Gaul, in­
cluding Marseilles, at the time so this is not an unlikely point 
of disembarkation. 

By the fifth century --the insular Arthurian period--Jesus' line ­
age may have allied itself to the Franks from whom sprang the 
Merovingian dynasty which ultimately turned ancient Gaul to mod­
ern France. But the later Merovingians could not explicitly stat e 
their ancestry, for to declare the mere humanity and mortality o f 
Jesus was declar e d heretical by the Roman Church. Historically 
Jesus had been declared divine (by a vote) at the Council of 
Nicaea in 325 when Catholicism had be~ the orthodox stat e re-
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ligion in succession to the cult n f the "divine" Em~eror;. hen<?e 
the secrecy which surrounded the origins of the Grail fami ly in 
the romances--to claim descent from Jesus would be blasphemy• 

Though the Sangraal legend became attached to_the Arthurian per­
iod (the aut hors suggest this is due to the link betweep the 
" bear " origins of the name Arthur and the Greek myths of the Bear 
or Arcady--see XIII, 1 p22) the bloodline continued through t~e 
c enturies. The Merovingian Franks, though ousted by the Caroling­
ian dynasty in France, did _. not die out but allied themselve7 by 
mai:ria\.)e with other noble JamiJies in Alsace,_An_1ou, Aquitaine,· 
Brittany, Burgundy, Lorraine and other areas in Western Europe. 
One Meroving ian, William or Guillem de Gellon!, D~ke of T?ul?use, 
ruled the 9th c entury Semitic kingdom of Septimania (a ~rincipal­
ity straddling the Pyrenees which included_R!nnes -le-Cha:eau ); he 
was, significantly, the subject of the unfinished poem Willehalm 
by Wolfram von Eschenbach· and he retired to an academy he had 

' ) 

0 f II f founded at Gellone (now St Guilhem-le-Desert , site o one o ,, 
the first known seats in Europe for the cult of the Magdalene 
(c 792 - 5 ) . 

In the eleventh century the underground Merovingian dynasty made 
a dramatic bid to reclaim its heritage: the First Crusade was in ­
stigated in 109 5 to reclaim for Christendom the Holy Land and 
Sepulchre 'from the Saracens. This was appare ntly a concerte? plan 
by a Christian Jewish dynasty to gain for itself the ki?gship of 
the Jews claimed by Jesus. The otherwise obscure Godfroi de 
Bouillon (whose father is unknown to orthodox histor~) was <?reat- · 
ed Defender of the Holy Sepulchre, his brother Baldwin on his 
death becominy King of Jerusalem . They and successive kings of 
Jerusalem were supported by the obscure Order of Sion. This ?rder 
used the Order of the Cistercians and the future Order of Knight s 
Templar as a front for their operations in Eu~ope and in the Holy 
Land, involving people like St Bernard of Clairvaux, Peter the 
Hermit, Hugues de Payen; Hugues count of Champag ne, and Fulk 
count of Anjou, grandfather of Henry 11 of England. (It ~as ~rom 
Anjou that some of the s tory of Parzival was taken at this time. t 

In 1187 however Jerusalem was lost back to the Saracens. A year 
later, by the c utting down of an ancien: elm at Gisors i? France 
(in the presence of Henry II, his son Richard Coeur de Lion and 
Philippe II of France) the formal links between the Or?er of Si o n 
and the Templars were ritually severed. The Order of Sion be~ame 
the Priory of Sion, as well as taking several other clandestine 
titles through history. 
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Much of the book traces Sion's subsequent history, and this al­
most reads like a Who's Who or What's What of the Occult and the 
Arcane--Rene d'Anjou, Joan of Arc, the Rosicrucians, Freemasons, 
the Royal _Society, Leonardo da Vinci, Nostradamus, Richelieu, 
Poussin, the Protocols of the Elders of Sion/Zion, Debussy, even 
General de Gaulle are all, it seems, implicated with the Priory as 
it struggled to secure what it regarded as its rightful h eritage. 
Because if this hypothesis i s to be believed, the Priory has been 
slowly releas ing information about itself to create a kind of uni­
versal "Grail" consciousness · (1:he Rennes -le-ChS.teau enigma being a 
sprat to catch a mackerel) and the authors s peculate about a "the 0 
cratic Unit ed States of Europe ... ruled by a dyna s ty descende d from 
Jesus" being a present aim of Sion, " a kind of Second Coming". 

What is worrying is the number of mistakes and omission s in a 
book with so many &battering secrets to .expose to the waiting pub­
lic. For example, on p 251 it is stated that " according to one 
modern expert the Perlesvaus may actually hav e been written by a 
Te mplar ." But this argume nt is not actually put forward by th e 
said expert, Ri chard Barber in Th e Knight & Chivalry; h e merely ob­
serves that the Grail Knights' c astle "might well be an ideali sed 
version of a castle of one of the military orders " (p 126, 1974 
edition). Again, reference is f reque ntly made to unspec i fied "t rad­
itions": the Magdalene flees to Marseilles in l egend s " as earl y as 
the 4th century" (thus on p 24 8 ) , but " the ear liest written form 
of this tradition" is just before 856 (p 432n); no mention is made 
of traditions of her death at Ephes u s a nd re-interment at Constan-
tinople in 899 AD. 
It is true that some of the book' s arguments throw fr esh light o n 
obscure and puzzling aspects of th e medieva l Grail romances, and 
it is· certain l y tempting to r e -read th e m all from thi s new vant age 
point. But it is as easy to r ead them all from other, eq ually 
plausible, viewpoints --vegetation c ult s, Celt i c myth, psy c hologic­
al developments, socia l etiquette-- and only Wolfram exhibits that 
particular "obsession" which shows itself in "the importance which 
h e attaches to family relationship" (Arthurian Literature in th e 
Middle Ages p 242, ed R S Loomis). Grail scholar ship is a mor ass 
into which the beginner strays at peril. 

As to wh e ther Jesus and the Magdalene r eall y did begin a dy na sty, 
two considerations apply h ere I think. Fir s tly, whether or not th e 
they did i s not as important as the question "Did the Priory of 
Sion believe that they did?" Secondly, if t _here really is a J es us 
dynasty--so what? This, I fear, will be th e reaction of many of 
those prepared to accept the authors' thesis as possible, and the 
book does not really satisfy one ' s c uriou sity in this c rucial area. 

CHRIS LOVEGROV-E 
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The evidence of things not seen ... 
Mic hae l Baigent, Ri chard Leigh and He nry Lin co l n 
The Holy Bl ood and the Ho ly Grail (J o nathan Lape £8.95) xvi 445pp 

"Faith," sa id St Paul, "i s the s ubstance of things hoped for, the 
ev ide nce> o f things not seen 111 and o n s uch a basis the authors of 
thi s b ook are rich in Jaith indeed, but desperat e ly poor in facts 
Nnt that fa c ts are e ntire ly ahsent, t n r there i s a mos t curious 
c h~r c h at lie nnes- l e-Lha t ea u, and Be r e ng e r Sauniere , its odd parish 
priest , und o ubtedly found somet hing at the tail e nd of the l ast 
ce ntury that brought his wealth. And the occasional historical 
fact has crep t into the book e lsewhere, but thi s is n ot my con- : 
ce rn, for the book present s such a dramati c the sis that to s h ow 
it f or the fnl Jy it i s requires s uh s tant ia l proof that the hi s tor ­
ical I ictions on which th e the s is relies realJy ~ t ictions. 

Wt1;1t J....:'! the ll1esis? Why , merely th a t Mary Magda lene had c hildren, 
t,y her hu sband .Jesus Lhrist, who s urvived hi s so journ on the 
Cross , a nd that th e descendants or t hese c hildren are alive to 
this day. Nor have they a lways been obscure , for the J esus dynasty 
was a l so the Merovingian dynasty and 1t ha s for ce nturies been 
d e li vered from evi I t,y the powerful sec r e t s oci e ty known as the 
l' rieure rte Sinn. Of course, suc h a secre t socie ty r eq uires careful 
cove r1n <J o( tr acks am! it would b e quite unreasonabl e for the 
cr itic to demand th e usual doc umentar y ev idence by which histori­
cal fact is commonly demonstrated. In stead, the authors establish 
th e ir ~hes i s by a grad ual accumulation of eve nts and people --bot h 
hi storica l a nd legendary and J or the mo s t part unrelated-- a nd by 
th<' most uni ikely interpretations of the New Tes tame nt and of in-
J ;1n t Chri s tianity. Hut some docu me nts presumahly exist (even 
th o ug h _th c a uth o r s do not see fit e ither to reproduce or to quote 
ex ten~ive ly from them) in the fo rm of the parchments which led 
Sa uniere to the Priory of Sion after he had discovered a n d deciph­
ered them, and i n the Do ssier s Secre t s d 'Henri Lobinea u which 
purport to s how, among other things, the success ion or Gra nd Mas­
t e r s of th e Urcl e r. Tl1 i s success ion i s an obvious starting [)Oint 
1or crit ic a l asse ss ment or the l,ook ' s the sis , and as it is quoted 
I c• t us I> e:<J i n . 

l· rom .Jean d e G i sors in th e 12th ce ntury to Jean Coctea u in the 
:! <Jth, there are 26 Grand Masters, and to f)roduce a Cata log ue Rais­
o nne o ( th e errors, inanities and irrelevancies of the authors ' 
a ccounts of all 26 --[)Ju s their many associates who are brought 
into the tale--wou ld be a long and dreary task beyond the require­
ment s of any review . Some assessment, however, must be- made and a 
as some Gra nd Masters are famous while others are obscure it will 
he as we ll to examine one From each category. The 1 9th Gr~nd Mas­
ter was l saac Newton, whose life is so well recorded that traces 
of hi s invo l ve me nt with the Priory of Sien s h ould be easy to rec­
ove r. As Grand Mast er; Newton would have been aware that Christ 
did not die on the Cioss and that his descendants still lived; 
that N~wto n was more-or-less a Unitarian mi ght seem to support 
thi s view --unt il his own 'Articles of Faith' are read. Here he 
quit e uneciuivoca lly accef)ts th e Atonement : " (Jesus) the Lamb of 
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God who was slain, and hath r e dee med us with his blood 11 2 ; and a t 
this point it should be said th a t th e auth o r s appear t o ha ve n o 

.understanding of the nature of the At o ne me nt (th e do c trine o.f 
man's reconciliation with God through th e s a c ri f i c ial d e ath o.f 
Christ) . The encyclical of Pope John XXIII, Inde a Pr imi s , whi ch 
they quote does not imply that "the de ath o.f Jesu s on th e c r oss 
is no longer a requisite tene t of the Roman Catholi c fa ith" (p 
131), but its e x a c t oppo s ite, fo r it r e it e r a t es tr a dit iona l t each­
ing on the Atone ment. 

Newton was inde ed inte r est e d in Her me ti c thought but h e d i d not 
believe in the e x i s t e n c e o f th e Ro s i c ru c i a n s, as i s s h own by hi s 
annotations on hi s c opy of th e Fama Frat e rnitati s : "Thi s was th r 
history of ye imposture 11 3 ; and h e had no connec t i on what ever with 
Freemasonry. His member ship of the Ge ntl e me n' s Soc i e t y (no t " c lub") 
of Spalding was purely nominal, and that fa mou s l i t erar y soc i e t y 
was itse lf neither " semi-ma soni c " (p 385 ) n or " o bscu re " ( p 11 6) 4 . 
The author ~ , howe ver, are d e t e rmined to lin k th e ir Gr a nd Mas t e r s 
with Secret Soc ieties of one kind or a noth e r , but th e i r k now l edge 
of such soc ietie s (o f Fre emasonry a t l eas t) is minima l : no mason ic 
scholar would agree that "Th e di sseminati o n of 1 8th ce nt u ry Fre e ­
masonry owes more, ultimat e ly , t o Ra d c lyffe · than t o a ny o th e r ma n" 
(p 116)~ and o n e expec t s - -but d oes n o t rece i v e -- some j u s t i fi cati o n 
for thi s elevation of a r e lat ive l y min o r c h a r ac t er ~n masoni c hi s ­
tory. In point of f a c t Rad c l y f f e could n o t h ave be e n Gra nd Mas t e r 
of the Fre nch Lodges in 1725 f or th e r e was no Gra nd Lodge in Fr a nce 
until 1736. 5 

Further down the list c omes Charles Nodie r ( 23rd Grand Ma s t e r) , 6 

as obscure to most pe ople a s Newton i s f amous . Thu s few will r ea l­
ise just how many error s are made in th e acc ount of hi s li fe a nd 
work: Nodier died in 1 844, not 1 84 5 a s on pp 1 2 1 and 391 ; h is a nti 
-Napoleonic poem appeared in 1 8 04 , not in 1 802 ; h e wa s ne ithe r 
colleague nor me ntor of Eliphas Le v i; hi s 1-li s t o ir e des So c i e t es 
Secret e s de l'Armee was publi s h e d in 1 81 5 , n o t 1 81 6 ; and h e was 
not ''one of the chie f archit ec t s of th a t my th (of th e Sec r e t Soci­
eties)" (p 1 23 ), for that struc ture h a d bee n erec t e d twe nt y years 
before by Robinson and th e Abbe Ba r r ue l . And it i s no t hy th e ag ­
gretation of suc h e rror s that c ont e ntiou s th eses a r e e s t a bli s h e d . 

Yet is it not possible that while th e Gr a nd Mas t e r s were ignor a nt 
of their status and the Priory of Sio n wa s it se lf a c h i maera (th e 
charters quoted on p 83 r efe r in f a c t t o a communit y of Be ne d ict­
ine monks establi s h e d on .Mount S i o n s h or tly a ft er th e Firs t Cr u s ­
ade), that there is truth in the thes i s of Jes u s as a mar ri e d 
Messiah? To establish that one must r ej e c t eve r y r ece i ved n oti o n 
of New Testament e xeg e si s, a nd thi s th e a uth o r s ma nf ull y d o . A 
similar rejec tion of establi s h e d patt er n i o f Dark Age a nd Me d ieva l 
history is also neces sary to s how th a t th e J es us d y na s t y wa s no t 
only founded but survive d. In addition th e a uthor s h ave r e j ec t e d 
the usual methods of histori c al enquiry , tr eating l egend, Ro ma nce 
and recorded fact as of equal value , s a ve wh e re l egend is given 
greater respect when it can be ma de to serve their e nds ( eg th e 
legend of the Magdale ne r e siding in Fr a nce ). No d is tinc ti o n i s 
made between r e cords of the Kni g ht s Te mpl a r bet or e th e ir s uppres ­
sion and their forced c onfe s s ion s und e r t or tur e : c laims about 
their blasphe mous be li e fs, and thu s s ub sequ e nt deduc t ion s, mu s t be 
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t ·r eat ed a s highly ' s u spe c t , 
7 

but t o hurr y. a l ong the th e sis of Holy 
~ they are t a ke n a t face value . 

Eve n more import a nt fo r th e a uth or s a r e th e Cathars, pe rhaps be­
ca use of thei r appa r e nt s imilarity to e arly Gnos tic sects, but on 
th e Cath a rs th e author s are r e ma rkably i ll-inf ormed. It is not 
" virtually impo s sible to pre sent a cohere nt a nd definitive summary 
of wh a t a c tua lly con s titut e d Cathar thought" (p 23 ) , f or not only 
do Inqui s ition r ecords survive but th ey are confirme d by surviving 
c a th a r wr itings.8 The Cathars did not "de n y th e validity of all 
c l e r i ca l hie r a r chies " (p 23 ) f or th ey had th e ir own hi e rar c h y with 
Bis h ops a nd Mini s t e r s (Anc ients), a nd th e y had quit e s pec ific doc­
tr ines9 whi c h make s a nonse nse of the c laim that th e r e was a n "ab­
s e n c e of a ny f i xe d d og ma, doc trine or th e ology" (p 24). Mo s t sig­
ni f i ca nt of a ll , the majorit y of Cathar s, be ing ab s olut e dua li s t s , 
wou l d neve r have " regarded him (Chri s t ) as a p roph e t no di ffe rent 
1r o m any other -- a mort a l be ing " ( p 25 ). Indeed , f ar fro m r e pudia t­
ing " the s i g n ificance o f bot h the Cru c ifix ion and th e Cross " (p 25 ) 
th e y h e ld Ea s t er t o be t h ei r mos t i mport a nt fes tiva1 .10 In v i ew of 
th i s f arrag o ot non sen se a bout th e Cathars it i s not surpr i sing to 
fi nd th e a uthor s g i v ing a refe r e nce "link ing th e Cathars and the 
llo l y Gra il" (p 32) but fai ling t o po int out th a t th e writ e r in 
q ur:s t ion c a t c0orica lly re j ec t s th e c o nnecti on . 11 

On the Gra il i t se l f the a ut h ors a r e c o nt e nt t o se l ect s uitable Ro ­
rr1 ;,n c e s ;, nd to jnte rp r e t th em a s a l l e0or ical wh e re neces s a r y but as 
l ,;,sc,cl o n obicc t i v<c h i s tory wh,~n s uc h i nt e rpr e tati o n f urthe r s their 
<>\V II , ·;,u s e• . Th e re c1rc, l,e t t r r s o urce s for med i e va l f a mil y h is t or y 
th ;,n \'iol r' r am von E,a: he nhach ' s Par%i f a J , liut th e a uth ors c hoo~ e not 
L" u .., ,. t h e m. S.i. m.i. larly, wh <! n they a t t e mpt to l ink th e Gr a il with 
L11<· 11, -1 , .-,, w 1<.;, h l,,, l ;d1 (wh i. c h t h, ,y JJ rL's<ent i n a <J ros s l y r! i. s t o rt ed i m­
;,,J c ) LIH ,y , ·hou s e h .i. <Jh l y cun l c nl.i. ou s a uth or.i. t .i. cs a n t.! .i 0 n or e t hose 
m"r e 'J <·nc!ra l l y c<l'cep t c<J. 1 '. '. lsu t th ese iss ues arc pe rh a p s per i ph e ral 
,111rl wc, mu s L r e t urn t o that whic h th e Gr ai l sy mbo l ises--th e bl ood 
"( .1,, ,-; u <-, Chri s t . 

Ch r i s ti a nit y mu s t s t a nd o r fa ll by 
th e rea li ty o f Chri s t a n d by th e 
basic t ru th of th e New Tes tame nt , 
whi c h c o ntai n s f o r a ll Ch ris tian s 
th e bas i c s t a t e me nt s of thei r f aith ; 
but thi s does not prec lude sch o larly 
study, condu c t e d along we ll- es t a b­
li s h e d lines, of th e nature, o rigins 

a nd hi s t ory of th e doc ume nt s that c ompri se th e New Tes tame nt as we 
now have it •. Ce rt a inl y a ll ex t a nt ma nuscr ipt s a r e l a t e r than th e 
da t e o f c o mposition (whi c h was be twee n c 50 and 1 00 AD ) bu t t he 
Ches t e r Beatty papyri dat e lrom th e 3 r d century and th e Bodme r 
J@pyrus 01 the Gospe l of John dat es .from c 200 AD-- whi c h makes 
quit e s urpri s ing the c l a im i n Hol y Bl ood th a t " of th e 5000 extant 
e ar l y man uscr i p t vers i o n s of th e Ne w Te s t a ment , n o t on e pr e dat e s 
t he -H h cent ur y " ( p 3 2 9 ) . Th e f u r th e r c l ai m t h a t th e Canon of th e 
Nc-w Tes tame n t was a s ome wh a t " a r bi trar y " se l ecti on , th a t th e ex ­
c· lu cl,, rl l,oo k s were " c ava l ier l y i g nored" a nd th a t s o me o f th e m "have 
" 1,c•rr' ,~c ll y va l i d c l a im t o hi s t orica l verac it y " (p 270 ) j, - 'a non­
sc n s ,e, 1·or th e e min e ntl y sound principles by whic h book s were "ac -



knowl e dg e d" or "di s put e d" we r e es t a blish e d by th e 2nd centu ry a nd 
the Canon a s we have it wa s effec ti ve l y d ef ined ear l y i n th e Jrd - ­
ov e r a century before th e li s t g ive n in Ath a nas iu s ' Fes t al Le tt e r 
o f 367 AD. All thi s i s not t o l a bo ur th e point but t o i i lus t rate 
th e ina de quac i es of th e a uth or s of Ho ly Bl ood i n th e ir i nalysis of 
the New Te stame nt. 

What, too, is th e ir approach to the Gospe l s th a t e nab l es th e m to 
"winnow through them, to di se ng age fac t fr om fab l e " ( p 283 ) ? A 
somewhat incompet e nt one , f or th e y d raw mos t h e a vily upon t h e 
Fourth Gospel without offering r e a s on s f o r f inding it "the mo s t 
reliable" save that it contains "the most p e r s ua s ive evide nce" (p 
290) for their h~pothes i s . Thi s e vide nce , th e mi r a c l es of the 
Raising of Lazaru s and th e We dding at Ca na , t ogeth e r wi th John' s 
account of th e Cruc ifix i o n , p r es umably d oes not s uffe r f r om th e 
"doctoring, editing , e x purgation and r e vi s i on" ( p 290 ) to whic h 
they say the Gospe l was s ub ject. Presumably th ey al so ha ve goo d 
reasons (if unstated ones) for taking th e s e e pi s odes out of the 
context of the coh e r e nt pi c ture of J esus ' life a nd mi ssion as pr e ­
sented by all the Go s pe l s . Ce rtainly th e y ca r efully omit a ll r ef ­
erence to th e t e a ching s of J es u s a s cont a ine d in th e Pa r a bles , t h e 
Sermon on the Mount (whi c h scar ce ly s upport s th e n oti o n of Jes u s 
as a political Messiah) and th e h e aling Mirac l es. In both th e mi r ­
acles that they do c onside r they ignore th e o bvious fac t th a t Jes ­
us' actions are c on s istent with his mi ss ion and a re int e nde d t o 
reinfor ce the Old Te stame nt proph ec i es th a t re l a t e t o him-- a poi nt 
made by all rati onal Comme nt a r ies o n the Gos ve l s . 1 3 

Those same commentarie s al s o show how ine pt i s th e a uthor s ' tr eat­
ment of the Crucifix ion--as do th e Gospe l s th e mse l ves , f or th e y 
make it clear that many pe ople witnes s e d th e c ruc ifix i on c lose a t 
hand, while th e author s ' misr e ading of th e tex t i s s o g r o t esqu e 
that they c laim "most pe opl e " we r e witnesses fr om 'af a r o ff ' (the 
women, of cour se, wer e ). This i s int e nd e d to support th e n oti o n of 
a private , mock crucifixion whi c h f urth e r r e qui res th e ass umpti on 
that awkward parts of the narrati ve (th e two thie ves cr u c i f i ed wi t h 
Jesus, the spear thrust in th e s ide ) a re pa rt of th e l a t e r d oc t or ­
ing and editing of the t ext. Pe rhaps, t oo , J es us was n o t h i mse l f 
party to the plot, whic h would ex pla in wh y h e re tu scd dr ugged wi ne 
(Mk 1 5 :23 ) but a c c e pt e d vinegar- soake d sponge wh ic h t h e a uth o r s 
suggest was it se l f drugged (p31 5 ). I f plo t th e r e was, th e n th e 
early Church, pr some pa rt s o f it, mu s t h ave been aware of it ; 
further, being "orie nt e d primaril y t oward s a Ro ma n or Roma ni sed 
audienc e" th e Chur ch must e n s ur e th a t "the r o l e of Ro me in Jesus ' 
death was, of necessity, whit ewa s h e d , a nd g uilt was tr a nsfer r ed t o 
the jews" (p 322). But the Gospel s exphasi se that Jes us was exec u­
ted by the Romans, who derided not only Jes u s but th e wh o l e Jew i sh 
people by the ~oc king insc rip tion on the cr o ss: a dead cr imina l 
was the only king the J ~ws we r e like l y to h ave. And death by cr u c ­
ifixion was a pur e ly Roman puni s hme nt . 

When they stray into e arly Church hi s t ory th e a uth ors a r e e(] ua l l y 
prone to draw unwarrant e d c onc lus ion s f rom d o ubt f ul evidence . Th e 
refusal of the first Chri s tians t o comp r omi se th ei r fa ith a nd 
their stoic acceptanc e of s avag e pe r secut ion by Rome does n o t i it 
the picture of a peopl e anx ious l y " pander ing t o a Roma n a udie nce•· 
(p 324). Ev e n more bi zarr e i s th e auth o r s a tt e mpt t o u se Gnos t ic 
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Goc; pc ·l s t" r urt. hc' r th e ir ca use . Ar g u i. n<J rro m th e Na<J Ha mmad i p ap ­
y r i t h a t Jes us was ma r r i ed is ra nc i f u l t o say t h e l eas t; Gnos tic 
t exts ar c no t in t e nded t o be r ead as lit er al hi s t ory a nd th e ir au­
th ors loo ked u pon th e mat eria l wor l d as evil: pr o~ r eation wa s a b­
hor r C"• nt , a nd v ia .Jes u s un t hi nka bl e . Ar 0 uin<J f u r th e r th a t th ese 
papyri " ca n c l aim a n a uth ori t y eq ua l t o th a t o f the Gos p e l s " or 
t hat some o r th e m " e nj oy a c l ai. m t o a unique ve r ac it y o f th e ir 
ow n" ( p 341) is ye t more roo J i s h a nd f l i es in th e f ace of th e c on­
cl u s i o n s of eve r y sch olar of Gnosti c i s m. 14 

What mo r e c an be sa i d? Ove rtu r ning rece i ve d opinion i s the auth­
o r s ' fo r te, a nd th is course o f acti o n will d oubtless endear the 
book t o t he h ear t s of ma ny r eader s wh o are a nx ious to endorse any 
t h eory , h owever improba bl e o r unpr ove n , i f it s upport s the notion 
of some giganti c con spiracy agains t th e t ruth on the part of 
Chu rch a nd St a t e . As hi s t ory th e book fa il s , a s biblical c ritic i s m 
i t l ai l--it most cert a inly doe s not " s tand up to th e most rigorous 
sch o l ar l y sc rutiny " c l a ime d f or it by my cr it ics Philip Jones and 
Derc k Bu r t o ri, 1 5 but the n oti on of th e Prio ry of Sion d e f e nding 
th e blood line of J es u s i s va s tly e nt e rtain i ng , f or hi s t o ry as it 
mi ght hav e been i s a lways more fun than history a s it really was. 
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