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EDITORIAL 
w,, .1 11 Lhink wr k now wh .- t i s n" •a n1. l,y Lh e D.- r l< l\,_ws- /\ r,,w ,·n 111 -

rn c nt s by Conor Cru.i se 0'1.l r i,? n mi y lr ~ s u111 it up; in a11 arti c l e jn 

The Obse rver (6.2.83) on th e r ece!lt ex pu] sion of Gh a nai ;111 s from 
Nig er i a h e wr o t e 
"Th e o l d unrecons tructed right- s ide- up fe e lings of whit e raci a l 
s upPriority are s till the r e , f ed hy mu c h o f t h e n e ws fr o m Afri ca . 
'Th ey c an't 00t o n with o ut u s . TlH?y h ave s unk intn h ariJ;i ris rn.' So 
Rom a ns, l S OU yea r s ago, mu st hav P. s h ake n -chP-ir hrca , Is at th e t :id ­
ings f rom pos t - impp ri;i.J Hrit ai n. l~oads a n ~io n <> ·i.nto po t - ho l(•s, 
baths in a filthy condition, h y pocau s t s not mai nt ai n e d, peopl e 
scrambl i ng about all ove r th e place , a p roper mess. What e J se can 
you expect from barbarian s , o nce yo u l e ave th e m t o them se l ves? " 

O ' Brien ' s mo c ker y of s u c h at titudes highlig ht s th e diffi c ult y of 
e mo tive t e rm s s u c h as Dark Ages , Barbarian Eur o p e a nd so o n in 
di sc u ssing th e post - Ho man p e ri od. ~o r such ~e;i s o n s th e Clwy d ­
hased Dr ago n Soc i e t y have heen ca nvass ing for a replaceme nt eri­
th e t . So me s u ggesti o n s have bee n: Ag e of Fo unding , Ch ri s tian 
Heroi c Era, For mative Year s, Lat e Ce lti c Briti s h /\ 0e , Pr e -Fe ud a l 
Era, Se t t l e me nt Pe ri od, Tran s itiona l l\g0s ... 

l\ s W P Ke r r o int e cl out in 1904, "th e Dar k A,;10.s and the Middl e 
Ages u sed to be the same ; two names Jo r the s ame pe riod . . . Th e 
Middle Age distinctly meant at f i rst the time b e twee n ancie nt and 
moder n c ivilisation". In time , " th e l o ng ni<J ht of th e Middl e 
l\c.JCs " h e <Jan to t,e c onfined to th e p e r· ind t,erorc~ J.lOfl as th e nr~w 
ve rnac ular lit erature of th e Age o r Chi va lr y a nd Roman ce hega n to 
be appreciated. Now it seems to apply to a very limited e ra, as 
t erms such as " T he Lost Ce ntury" imply . 

Hi s torians a nd arch aeo logists h ave u sed a lt er natives , for exa mpl e 
Post -Rom a n , Mi g rati o n/Early Medi eval, Early Chris ti a n, The Ag e of 
Arthur ... So i s it time t o re-as sess TIIE DAl?K AGES? ll as ti1i s 
title outlived it s us ef ulness? Write and l e t us know. 

ln thP meantime, thi s i ss ue examines th e p e op l e in vol ved in thi s 
mu c h -de bated p e riod, s tarting wit h a begi nn e r's g uide t o th e Sth 
ce ntury, .roJ.lowe d by s tudi es oi Arthur , Tri s t a n anrl " Fa l co" , co n­
tinuing wilh t h e myt h of th e Me.rovi nqi a n Fr a n ks ;ind ,on c l ucling 
with Old New s it e ms . The exch a nge journa l s li s ting i s he ing r e ­
v i sed and will r e-app e ar i n an ex t e nd e d No tice board n ex t i ss u e . 
Nex t i ss ue will be a readers ' i ss ue, plu s reviews, Badon a rti c l es 
01:C". 



HISTORY OF THE FIFTH 
CENl'URY IN BRITAIN I 
Sam Brewster 
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Th,, int c r c ,-, li11<_1 lhinc_1 ;d ,r,ul lh e 
5 th c e ntur y in Hril a in i s lh a t 
it wa s the n that th e 1/o ma n (or 
C l a s s i cal) power wa s r e moved. 
The Ce lti c p eople o f Britr1in r e ­
vi ve d and faced a n e w t h rer1t-­
th e Ge rma ni c trilie s c a l l e d 
An g lo-Sa xon s a nd th e i r intro duc ­
ti o n of a n e ntire l y n e w sy st e m 
whi c h was feud a lism. Ho w did 
t h is countr y ma h e out without 
the Ro man s? 

Jn 407 th P 1< 0 111 ;\ n ;1rmy i n Bri. ttlin 
proc l a ime cl on e Co n s t a nt .i.n e a s 
e m1 1e ror a nd he left l\rit;dn. 
Some be li eve lhat a ll the Ro man 
l e,_1 ion s l e ft ll r i t a in will1 him. 
others that their p ay s impl y 
ce a s ed t o arri v e from l<o me . In 
410 the IZoman Emperor H o n or iu s 
t o ] d the 13r i tons to l o ok to 
t he i r o wn d e l e n c e s . 

There i s e v ide n c e th at . a lmos t 
imm edi a t e l v o n Roman withdr a wa l, 
l ocal chie·( ta in s sei z ed powe r in 
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Si x th -rentur y Saxo n urns 
from Kings t o n -on -Soar, Notts 

1· 1111 l ess l/r>111;ini ze <I 11.i ,_ih l and 
Zn nf.:! : l.o n ;u, M P ri ;uloc in Dum­

no nia (Devo n a nd Cor nwal .1 ) 
a nd Cune<lc.la, wh o tr a vell e d 
from Man a u Gododdin on the 
Firth o r F o rth to N Wa l es 
where h e e x pell e d the Iri s h 
;, nd set up lh e king dom of 
Gwy nedd. 

Al s o, in th e Lowland Zone, a 
man c all e d Co e l (Ro man: Co e l­
iu s ) prohably b ecame th e DUX 
BRITANNIA RUM ( th e Duke of the 
Rriton s ) s t;,ti o n e rl in York, 
s inc e man y o r th e later north­
e rn kings wer e descended from 
h .i.m. 

Th e other inde pend e nt l\riti s h 
king dom s e s t a hli s hed from 
some wher e about this time on­
wards we re K<> nt , Be rn e i c h, 
De ur, £)me t , Lothi ;-.ri , Str<1th ­
c l y de . Rheq e d , Powy s, Dy fed 
and Gwent. 

Gilclas ' "two r e turn s " of the 
Romans I b e lieve r e fe r to 

VOIU l GERN 

f'r o ,n IZoman I i.rnes o nw;,.rd s th e r e 
h ;vl i>e f'n ra.i<l s i>y the An<_( l o­
Sa x ons on l~rita ·in. A s f o r Anq]o 
Sa xo n settl e ment s , happ.i.ly th e 
a r c haeoJ oq i c a l e videnc e a nd the 
Welsh Ann; ls a g r e e on a dat e 
f o r thi. s. The Annals s a y 4 2R, 
a nd ar c h a e o l ogy s a ys c 4 30 . The 
Ann a l s state that at t h i s time, 
Vo r ti g ern held rule in Brit a in . 
Th ev a l so s t a t e th a t h e ca rn e l o 
p o w~r in 4 2 ', . Who wa s thj s Vo r ­
tigern ? 

l\rd e ide nl:ifi e d hi111 with th e 
ma n ea ·1 1 Pd th e SIJl'Elll \ llS T YRAN ­
NUS ("pr o ud ups t a rt " J b y Gilclas 
-- th e n a mP Vo rti ge rn mean s 
'' supre me l e n.d e r " . Acco rdin <J t () 

Gi l cl as , thi s J ea d e r ;i.d v .i s e d at 
a , ·o unc i I lh;,.t lhe An 9 J o-Sa x on s 
s h o u ld h e :in v it e d to s ettl e .in 
th :i s i s l a nd t o h e l1, t o d e l e nd 
the lhit o n s r1 ~1a in s t th e thr ea t 
o ( th e l ' i c t s in th e No rlh. C·i l ­
dr1 s ha s a lre ad y s aid that th e 
l ' i. , · l s ;,.11<1 Sco t s (th e l ,1 tt e r 
fr o rn Irel a nd) had d ev a s t e d th e 
n o rth of llri t ;i. i n as f a r as "the 
wall" (p,· es umahly Hadrian' s ), 
pulling th e Brit o n s off it with 
h o0 k s. li e th e n c;r1ys that th e 
l\riton s r a lli e d ;ind s in rJ l e ­
han<iecl t h r e w th e l ' i c t s anrl 
S co t s b ac k , a fte r whi c h th e 
Pi. c t s "f o r th e f.ir s t time " s et ­
tled in th e n o rthernmos t p a rt s 
o f Brit a in. It was the thr eat 
o f their return th a t mad e the 
, ·o un c i 1 und e r Vor ti cJe rn .in v it e 
lhe An(J l o - Sa ~o n s t o settl e in 
p a rt s o f Br i t ai n. 

Thi s Vorti gern wo uld a ppe ar to 
l>e a v e r y po we rful p e r son, 
1,ra , · t i , ·al] y a nil e r o v e r al l 
l l ri t a in . A 1/om a n doc ume nt, lh e 
Not i t.i a Diqni t a tum , d es c ribes 
v ariou s n e w offi c ers in Britain 
pr e suma bl y r uling in the l as t 

period of Ro ma n contr o l-- a nd 
poss ibly l a ter. Th e most impor­
t a nt of the s e was t he C OMES 
rrn lTANNIATWM I the Count o f th e 
l\ r i t o n s ). lt i s po s sible that 
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lh.i s pos t was h e ld by Vorti­
')ern. 

l t i s further poss il,] e th a t h e 
h a d h is I IQ a t W,·oxe ter (l½ man: 
Viri. conium) where a p os t - Ro ma n 
WOODEN town h as h e e n discov­
e r ed, huilt ·in c l ass i r a l f o r ms 
ye t. i n t i 1111 ,., ,· . The ll o ma n t ow n 
~a s a L e l ti r n;i.me, Cae r Gu r i­
c on , and it i s s uffi c ient l y 
, · Jose t o th e l<i.n <J rl om o f Po wy s 
wh e r e Vo rt i rJe ,-n 1,ad sorn f' con ­
n ex ions ( a,.,. ordi.n g to the in ­
s c r i1 1t i 011 o n the El.i se<.J l'i l ] a r ) 
,1n<I aJ so t o th e c ;,nt re f n;imr,d 
;i.ft e r him: Gwe rth y rni o n . Fr o m 
C,1 e r Guri. co n Vnrt.i ')ern ro ulrl 
e a s i.ly h ave tra ve lle d d own th e 
o l d Ro m;in Wa 1: ·1 inq S tr e et t o 
Ke nt to mee t wilh th e Ang ] o ­
S;, x o n s th ere . 

Vor ti ge rn pr o b a bl y a llowe d th e 
Ang l o-Saxon s s orne land in th e 
eas t e rn p a rt solllrit a in. as 
we ll ,1s prov i s i o n s (m e nti o ned 
h y G ildas - - i. t i s Be d e wh o 
t a lk s o f •J r a nt ·in<J .l;, nci, G ilda s 
who S JJ eaks o f 1,r. ov i s .i 0 n s. 8ede 
a l s o says th ;i t th ese Anglo ­
S a x on s won a vi c tory f ir s t 
a g ain s t th e Pi c t s ). lf we 
t r u s t NP nniu s r1t a ll Ke nt was 
rJ r a nt e d h y Vo rti. g e rn l o the 
Ang.l o-Sa xon s in e xch a n ge f o r 
mar ry ing He ngi s t ' s daughter . 

Wheth e r thi s g r a nt e d l a nd c o v ­
e r ed th e whole t e r r it o ry the 
An g lo-Sax on s occupied by 4 7 0 
is a moot po int : this would 
inc lude (exc luding Su ss e x a nd 
Hamps hi r e) all the ter r.itory 



eas t of longtitude 1° 3 ' W as 
far nor th as the Trent (whi c h 
hecomes th e westernmost bound­
ary) plus land in the York s hir e 
Wolds , poss jbly inc luding York. 

Some o ( thi s land ma y ha ve b ee n 
ga ined during the rel, e ll ion of 
the Angl o -Saxo n s a ga inst th e 
Br it o n s . It s eem s, howe ver, that 
the y remained within thi s bound 
ary (except f or the conqu est of 
S u ssex ) until 500 and beyo nd , 
impl yi ng some so rt or agree me nt 
hetwee n th e t wo peop l es. Thi s 
is one of the dam nable pro ble ms 
of this period : wh y , i( the 
Ang lo-Saxons had been halt ed 
Crom 4 70 to 500, was a ba ttl e 
in 500 supposed to have heen 
t he de c isive one whi c h prevent­
ed a further spread ? 

GERMANUS 

During this p e riod the Britons 
were mos tly Ch ris ti a n s . We know 
that th e Pe l ag i a n h e r esy too k 
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Area settled betwee n 
440 and 470 a s well as 
in Arthur ' s time 

Ar e a n ot settle d until 
a ft er 4 70--ie in Arthur's 
time 

Map s h owing areas 
settle d hy the 
Angl o-Saxon s , based 
o n maps by John 
Morri s 

quite a h o l d in Br itain by 429 
(it is possibl e that Vortiger n 
himself was a Pe lagian--hence 
his con s tant portrayal as a 
v illain) tor at tha t time Ger ­
manus wa s sent to this country 
to preac h agai n s t Pelagianism . 

The Pelagian so-ca ll ed He r esy 
was the di s belief in Origina·l 
Sin a nd the h e lief that one 
could b ec ome "ood bv o ne's own 
effort s . Pe l ag i.u s itself (mean­
ing "l s land<?r " ) is a Latinised 
form of hi s real na me , whi c h 
was probahly Morgan or Muir c hu, 
d epending on wh et h e r h e came 
from Britain or Ire land. 

The f irst visit of Germa nus 
(Bishop of Auxer r e ) to th~ is­
land in 4 29 was on l y a year 
after Vortigern h a d invited the 
firs t Ang lo - Saxon s to settle . 
Be f ore th e rebellion of the 
Ang l o-Saxon s (as I have d a t ed 
it-- see h e l ow) Ger ma nu s round a 

s t-i.l] wP l l - ,•,rde r e cl Briti s h soc­
i e t y wh e n he visited t h e s h r ine 
o f St All ,a n. lie me t me n " of 
trihu n i ,- i r1n f>Ower " - !l e a l s o ·1Pd 
r1 t ,n tt I P <Hli\ i n .s 1 i\17 i\ J.l i;1nc ~ n ( 
l 1 i, · t s i\ !ld /\n,1l o-S;, xo n .s 1 hi s 
s icl e win 11i11<J i"-'"• ·r.(u ll y l,y 
s h o uting "Al.l. e Juir1 !" (wh e r e­
abo uts thi s t oo k place is no t 
kn o wn). 

lli s seco nd v i s ·i t was in 44 '.J 
wh e n th e r e be l ·1 i o n was under 
way . Ye t h e man,1ge cl t o mee t 
Briton s wi t h o ut h arassme nt . 
Per h a p s h e e nt e r e cl t he country 
v i a Sussex, avoidi n g Ke nt wh e re 
th e rebe lli o n wr1 s . 

B/\Cl<DATlNG 

Th e An g l o-Saxon s did rebe l , but 
f ar from s pre r1 d i.ng a ll o ve r 
llritai n as G ilclas rl esr r.ihes . 
th,,y 9a i11 r, <1 11 0 furlh er l a nd 
o ut s ide LIH> sec ti.on a lre;,dy 
d cs ,· ri l ,e d . 

If we " ba c kd a t e " the arrival of 
He n g i s t a nd Ho r sa (said t o h ave 
bee n in 449 in th e Anglo-Saxon 
Chroni c l e ) to 4 2 8 (th e date 
g iv e n by th e We l s h Annal s ) , 
th e n we c an " bac kdat e " the he ­
gi nning oJ the rebellion to 
4 34. ("Backdati n g " i s quite 
J oc:rical s ince the DATES could 
not h av e s ur vived in oral t rad­
iti o n, o nly th e PERI ODS OF TIME 
b e twee n batt Le s . ) 

If the AS C i s t o be b e lieved at 
l eas t o n e place wh ere the reb­
e lli o n started was Ke nt. In 
that yea r t h ey fou g ht Vortiger n 
and ca rrtu red Ca nt er bury (des ­
c ribed as " La ldng th e Kingdom", 
Ca nt erbu ry Ge ing t h e future 
ca pital o f Kent). llorsa was 
k i l.l e d in that year . 

Bac kdatin0 t he dates in th e AS C 
for the conqu es t of Ke nt, whil e 
NOT b ac kdat ing th ose ior the 
con~ues t o f S ussex b y Ae lle and 
Ci ssa (whi c h beaan t h erefore in 
4 77 ) agrees v e r y wPJl with t h e 
archaeo l og i ca l pviden~e- One of 
th e h at tl es o r Ae ll e an~ Ci ssa 
was a t /\ndr edes-ceste r (Peve n-
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sey ) in 4 'Jl in whic h th ey slew 
all th e Hr :i.t o n s in th e place . 

Bac kd ating th e b eg inning of th e 
/\SC in th i s WC\Y ,1l s o ac c ord s 
w i Lli ot h e r evi rl e n ce , i e two 
Co n l in c• nl: c1l hi s t.nri a n s recor d e d 
4 J9 o r 441 -2 a s th e time wh e n 
13ritain was overwh elmed by th e 
Anglo-Saxon s . According to the 
hac kd a t e d AS C t h e peop l e of 
l< e nt, r1fter a ha tt l e a t Cray ­
f or d , r 1, ,c1 i ni o Lo nd o n in 4 J6 . 

1-1 ILLF ORTS 

Th e o n ly s t a t e me nt we need t o 
a cce pt fr om Gi ldrts for thi s 
period i s th a t t h e l~o man town s 
were c nq,t y wh0 re h e wr1s, SOlll e ­
wh ~rP in th e wes t , wh e n h e 
wrot e c S40. 

Til e r cr1so n s ( or th.i s e m1 ,t y inrJ 
wr rp nnt. l 1r1 1t .l. I c,t. l:i1c kc; t ,y t l1e 
An,J I o-Sr1xn 11 s, as h e thourJh L, 
ln 1L an r> 1· n n cJ 111 i l · i\ ntl soc· j ,-, I 

hrea kd own. Coin s ceased to be 
u sed, t h e rart of Britain that 
was s t i ll British broke up into 
a num be r or kingdoms, and the 
pre-Rolllan hillfort s in t e rri­
tories west o r th e Ang lo- Saxons 
were rp-occ uried and re- forti­
fi e d . (Th ere is a line o .f for t s 
a l o n g th e so uth coas t o r th e 
Firth or Fort h , inc ludinCJ 
Edinhuruh, l,ut thi s wo uld h a ve 
i>PP n pr1rt or t he r1 nti. -Pi c ti s h 
ca1r1pa.ig n.) So uth a n<J wes t, th e 
hillfor t s were r e -occ upi e d , 
par tl y as a pr ecautionary pro ­
t ec ti on agai n st th e p ossihility 
o r 1\ng l o -SC\x o n a d va nces w0 st , 
part l y as a c h a ngi n(J rat t er n in 
soc i e t y that was tak ing place 
a ny wa y. Thi s d evelopment wa s 
act u a ll y PRE VENTED in tho se 
ar eas settl e d h y th e Anglo ­
Saxons. 

© Sa m ~r e ws t e r 1 9B2 

TO 13E CONTIN UED 

Th e nex t serti o n l o ok s at the 
l r1t e r (j (th ce ntur y and its 
hi s t oric;-i ·1 r j cJ ures . 



ARTHUR a FAMILY 
A genea logica l look at Arthur 

ARTHUR--THE NAME 

by C.EVANS~GUNTHER 
Arth Arth fo ddw 

Acco rding to hi s torians Arthur 
was a great warrior who f ought 
against the Saxons sometime 
du .ri ng the late fifth and early 
si x th c enturies. Little c an be 
g J ea ned from these a n c ient 
sou rces e xre pt that h e wa s no t 
;i rn;,n of no b] e birt h , c ertainly 
nnt a king, and tha t he was a 
Chri s tian battJe lea der. 

In this article the writer in­
tenrl s tn mrtke us e o f rtnd ;,t­
tempt to interpre t rna1.eri.il. 
f o und in medieval genealO(Jies. 
ln these we rtr e gjven a some­
wh;it different pi c ture of 
Arthur. But first l e t us l ook 
Al the nc1me. 

Ex perts h avu ror a Jon0 time 
tried to e x plain our hero's 
na me and in rerent ye ars th e 
Roman aens Artorlu s has b ee n 
'Je tt i n~m~ s 11ppn rl.. ll owevP.r, 
Lh<> ea rlje s t i:c c orcls or th e 
nam e Arthur c an he r ou nd i.n the 
Gododd in, in Nenniu s where 
Arthur takes on a little more 
shape, and in the Annales Cam­
hr.iae or We l s h /\nnC1ls. 

ln the years following the d;,te 
o .( his 'death', S:37, the na me 
Arthur bec ame popular. There 
was an Arthur of Dalriada, one 
fr o m Ireland, another wh o was 
ca ll e d th e son of Bicuir the 
Briton , and the son of Pe dr 
gre c1t-grandson of Vo rtiporlx of 
De meti a . The name then disap­
pear s and does n't return until 
after the Norman Arthurian 
' r:h roni c les'. 

It is interesti.n<J to find in 
the (_Je neal ogies a nun,l,er o f 
n a mes with the eleme nt Art h-. 
ln the Welsh lang uaqe arth 
means beac, a nd in Old Celtic 
and Irish art is similar, as in 
Art oge nu s, ~on of a bear ' . 
Among the a l1ove-mentioned names 
are: 
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Artha.fad 
Arthafal 
Arthanad 
Arthen 
Arthfael 

Arthga l 
Arthlwys 
Arthwg 
Arthwys 

Mos t of these names seem to 
consist of two parts. Take for 
example Ar thlwys : arth, bear+ 
~ ' come l y (or llwys, c lear, 
holy ) making ' Comely or Holy 
Bear'. Other na mes c ould mean: 
Little Bear , I ron Bear, Apple 
Bea r, Bearish and straight Be ar 
Animal co nn ec t e d names are not 
unu s ual or uncommo n; there i s 
Ma r c h (ll ors<> ), Bran ( 11avP n), 
Eidion ( Ox) and Madog (ro x ). So 
it is poss ihle that the name 
Arthur i s in tac t Celtic and 
could mea n 'Pure Be ar' . 

I-l aving dl sr: us s <>d th e n ame o f 
Arthur n o w J e t u s look f or hi s 
relatives, o f whi c h some c an he 
found in 1.hP Ma llinoqi a nd 
other s in th e g<> nea l o<J i <>s. 

TIIE MAllJ NCX.a 

ln the Mabinogi a number of re­
lations c an be ex trac t e d from 
that long li s t ol h e roes in the 
"Tale o.r Cu] hw c h and Olw e n"; 

The son s or Iae n ;ire c,i l.J e d 
"m e n o r Caer Dathal , kinclrecl 
o r Arthur's r at h e r". 
And th e n th e r e is Gormant son 
of Rhi cc a , ca ll e d "brother to 
Arthur on hi s motherJ s s ide"; 
Llygad nudd Emys , 
Gwyrfoddw He n, 
Gwe.i r Gwt· h yd Ennwir and 
Gweir Pal a dyr 1-l ir, all uncles 
of Arthur, hi s "mother ' s 
broth ers". 

Amongst these h eroes c;in a lso 
be .round a son of Arthur ca lled 
Gwydr e (in Ne nni us Arthur is 
sa i.d to ha ve h a d two other sons 
ca l] Pd Ll a <"1·1P 11 ;incl Amir) . 

The li s t mP nti on s thr ee oth e r 
important Arthurian c ha ra c t Prs: 
Gwen hwy far a nrl th e broth e rs 
Gwa l c hmni and Gwal h afecl son s of 
Gwyar. GwP nhwy rar (ThP. Whit e 

Phantom) d aught er o .r Goyyr l a n 
Ga.w r (th C' 1·e i s a Cae r OcJ y r ra n 
n ra r Os wPs tr. y ) i s c all e d th e 
w ifr o f Arthur. Gwa l c hmai s on 
o l Cwy;-, r i t.; s ;lid fr, I ,~ J\J: t h ur ' s 
11 0 plH~w, 11 l1i s s i t..; l. r> r' ~; s on, e,u 1d 

fir s t cou s jn", n1HI Gw.1 lh a f e <l 
his b ro thc~r (w h om so11, e s cho l ars 
h av e J inke d with Ga lah;id so n or 
Lrln <'<~ I o l. Gwi\ J c hma_j c an 111e.:u1 
'11 ;i w k or May - Bat t: l e o r of th e 
Pl ;l ·in 11

, r lncl Gwa] h .J.fPd c ould h0 
'll awk of S u,nm C' .r.' . 

TH E GENEAUX, lES 

Now J e t u s co nsid e r th e g e nea ­
l ogies whj c h hav e come rlnwn to 
u s. i n th e form of th e Bone dd ) 
Sa J.nt (Pe di. g r ee nf th e Saints , 
th e Bonedd yr Arwyr (Pedig r ee 
o f th e ll eroes ) and the Mosty n 
and J es u s Co ll eye ma nu sc ripts . 
We mu s t b e r o r e warn e d howeve r 
that these may have hee n influ­
e n ced b y th e 11.i s t orv o f the 
King s or Britain h y Geoffr e y of 
Mu11111o u lh. 

MOSTYN MS 11 7 (m = so n of): 
Arthur rn IJth y r. 111 Ku s tcni n m 
l(y n vawr m Tutwal m Morvawr m 
Eudaf m Ka dwr rn Ky non m 
Ka. radaw c III Rran m Ll y r Ll e di­
r th . 

It mu s t h e point e d out h e r e 
th a t th e l a ttrr ,,;irt of til e 
li s t i s o ut of ord er : Eudar 
s l1 o uld come af t e r Kynon and 
be.fore Kar adawc . 

BONEDD YR ARWYR ( v = son of); 
Arthur v Uth e r v Ku s t e nnin 
ve ndiget v Ky ner v Tutwa l v 
Tur mw r Mo r vawr v Karadaw c v 
Bran v Llyr Ll Pd e i th. 

H,, n, a number of c hara c ter s 
h ave b ee n l e ft out, but in an­
oth e r f ami J y tree we ha ve 
(a.1, = son or) : 

A r thur ap llth y r ap Ku s l r nnln 
,,p Ky nn for a. p Turlwal ap 
Morvawr a p Kadi e n r>.p Kynan ap 
Ka .r a rl;iw c ap Hran a p Lledei th. 

On ce ~~ajn a c h~ract~ r i s n1i ss ­
in <J : Eudaf son of Kararlawc . 

ln anoth P r genealoyy to b e 
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r o und in th r s ame mc1 nu s c r ipt lS 

( vP r , h = ol aU<_1 l1t c• r o f): 
EirJT vC' rc ·h /\n1J c1wcld ap Ky1Jwa J 
"I' Ffrwclwr cl.p Gwrf;iwr rtp 
1( ,-i cl . :q, K y n ; 111 i q • l.!.ud ;, ( ;q, 
11,1 ,-,11 ;q , Ll vr ;: \ ( = ;\Ud) (; wc-n 
v 1..~ r c l1 l' 111H •dd ;-1. 

.JES US COLLEGE MS 2 0 
In tl1i c:, m<1nu c:, , · r i1 , t. 1 i"'nnt h r r 
c h a ra c lr~r from Ll1P M0,l1 i. 11<J< Ji, 

GP r t\ int 1 Sl'rm s t.c J t ,0 1· r• ·J;1 l e U to 
/\1Lhur: 

Ge r a in t m Erhin m Ky n vawr 111 

Tud vawl m Gw rwawr m Gadeon m 
Ky na.n m Eudaf II P n 

Ku s t e 111ii n i s m.i. ssc- d out o r th e 
a bove .li s t. hut no t in I.h o foll­
ow ing f ro m th e i'Pdi c;Jrr c or 
Sa int s: 

110NEDD Y SAJNT 
l< y nyr a, · l Ps lin a Ca ttw a 
Se l y r me jbio n ( = sons or) 
GC'rei nt ap Er hin ap Kust P n i n 
Gor n a u a p Ky nvnr ap Tut wa J r>. p 
l<urmwr (Mor vawr e nnw ,n;il 1: 
ot.hc'r 11 ;1 111< · ) , ,p Ca<it,n a p l<y n a n 
ap Eucl ;i f e t. c . 

TI IE Ulll_O IIEN OF EIIIJAI · 

Two ra.mj l i. e s srpm h e r e t o be 
link e d , llth y c a nrl Erhi n bo th 
l,ci nr1 th P so n s o r l<u s t e nnin. 
ll o wcJvcr , s ome di sc r epa n c i es may 
ex i s t, C's per j all y wi.th th e 
ch.ildr P n o ( Eucl,,(_ a Jn th e 
"Dr eam or M;ixe n Wl. e dig " Euda .f 
i s said t o h ave t h ree c hildr e n: 
El e n, Cy na n a nd Ad c on or Gadeon . 
Rachel Bromwi c h poi nt s o ut that 
Ga d eon may r ea lly he ' ag Adeon' 
as in ' Cy na n ag Adeon me ihi o n 
Eudar • ( Cy n a n and Ad eon so n s o( 
Eudaf ) , and th at thrn Cad e n, 
Kadwr, Kadien and Gadeo n a r e in 
ra c t Ad eo n BROTIIER o.r Cyna n and 
NOT hj s s on. lf thi s i s r:o rr Pct 
Lh p n Arthur i s cl, •s c·c•nd C'd rr,Jm 
Eud a f l,y w;, _v of /\clc•on \ ;,_ n<I not 
G"!o r frr•y ' s Kiny of llritt;iny , 
Cy n a n ea I J e el Co n a n Me r i a doc ) . 

Tho ugh t l1 e s t ory o f ~la x(' n .i s 
fan c iful , il i s lJ,3 sed on Magnu s 
Max imu s , th r S pani s h 1/n m., n ge n­
e r a 1 declared <= mprror acound 



u~ ri:_'rni/; U'ee of_~ 

E~q/Hen 

l I 
Ilen Cyno.n 

I 
~eun 

I 

I 
Ct fra9 }~olw~ 

Cw.11'4Jc4 

[Zettr7,~1 ~1f~~ 
1..--L-~1- ~ , 

c;v~CJWt /Jach(Jl cl{µ,~ f W'¾ 
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·1w 1 /\D w ll ri li:u l s ,•r· v ,·d i n l \r i_L;1in 
s I ll C C 3 6 1\ . M.,ny <; t o r i C'S a r 0 
h0 s crl o n f:\ c t and Cy nan nnrl 
/\d c nn c o 11 l rl h ave> s 0 r v e d with 
M;H Jnu s i n Eurnpe , a nd Cy n;.n 
, -"~1 l d 11 ., v r s lav0rl in 13rilt;-1ny 
wh i I ,. ll i s l>rn1 h Pr c h o s e t o re ­
turn l o N Wal r•s . ( On hi.s return 
h e pr o l>a l,ly found hi s J, ,nent s 
d e ad and th e l and in ( t am es 
from the Jri s h invade r s . 

So I r t LI S n ow I oo l< at the f a mi l y 
t r C' ( • 0 f /\ r l h LI r ( S l'C f j <ju r C ) . 

Llyr an cl l',r;,n ar0 me n fr o m an 
ear lier time , whil e the confu s ­
ion may h a v e ari sen f.rom Bran ' s 
son a nd Eud,,r • s f a th r, r h avi ng 
thr s ;1niP ni\mr> C;,r ;Hlaw c . E.udrtf 
a n1l 1· 11 i ·1cl rr •n (\J- P rrn111 the 

"Or 0am of Ma xc 11 WJ.c>dig" whj le 
Mnr fawr and Cynf o r d o n ot seem 
to s h ow up an y wh r re e l se. 
Tu<l wa ·1 dnrs !Jc- ,yr the s a m0 nam0. 
as ;. l lr0Lon s a int , hul h r li vr rl 
in lh <' s i x lh , ·,•11Lu r y ,1(trr Ll1<' 

t i me or Arthur. Of th e r e ma ining 
a n ces t o r s o r A.rthur, C u stenni11 
and Uth y r p ose somP interestjng 
1n· o 1, ·1.,111 s whi, ·h n r,e d to l>e 
·10 0 1« , d ,,I in mo r r dPtai l 

UJNS T/\NT lNE 

C L1 s tcnn in h a s th e e pith e t or 
' Gor n e L1 ' anrl thi s c o uld b e 

c i t h er the• n a mr of a p l acP or a 
mi cs 1>e l li. n,_1 •l f GorrL1 , 'H<" s t ' 
Gor n e u, li kr the lat e r Cer n yw , 
in Lhr M·i drl I<' A<J<• S rr•prr s r: rll r> rl 
Lor 11 w;,I I, l ,ut it may h ave rl c ­
notc,1 i\ l lf_Jthe>r 1>lc\cc ,)rj g i na ll y 
Whon the Sax o n s first came in 
contact with th e peop l e of 
Cor nwa ll the y cal l e d th e m th e 
Wes t We l s h or th e ' Cor nwe alas ' 
Cor n wal J remai n ed untouched by 
the Sax on s until t h e 10th cent ­
ur y wh0n l<in<.J lluwa l of We st 
Wt\. I ( tS ~ u l im it LPd to Lll 0 rn in CJ ;! {, 

a f Le• r hi s I an <I w,, s i n v ;ulr rl. Th r 
r•l<'111 0 nl s o f th c n a mr> Cor nw,1 I l 
,:11- p ' corn'+ 1wc;1 lh 1 , t l10 l tlt­

t, , r mc>ani rl <J I h r W,·l c; h ('for-
r>i ,J n, • r s ' ) - Cirt l rr,,,,· a 1,hrr s <l<J not 
s r •c-m ,':\<Jrf' 1) r l <in wh.-,t 1 , ·,,rn 1 

mean s , whiJ. r .in Wr • l. s h .it 111 0 ;,ns 
a hCJrn , in /\n<;ln -Sa x on it me an s 
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;, 'J r ;, i 11 n r s i 111 I I I y cor n . 

ln ll r, rnan t ·irnc, s a peo ple with a 
s imilar n a m<' Lo Cor n.i s b rl :i.d 
0 x i s t: the Cor nov i.i. These foll< 
I i v .-, rJ in th,~ Ml <I l a nd s and ma y 
s l i 1 ·1 h ;1 v r l )(•P fl li v ing th e r e 
clur i.n,_1 /\rlhu1: ' s ti.rne . \vhil e th e 
Ho man s oc c ur, i. e cl l1rita in Cor n wa ll 
and De von w e r e s aid to b e th e 
l,1nrl of th e Dumn n n ii, not th e 
Co rno v .i i , a nrl ,;; Iria s ca ll s th e 
ki11q r, ( DC' v On ;, n<l lor n wa JJ 
Co n s t a nt i n e of Ournnoni.a. 11: i s 
p o s s ibl e , thPrelor e that 
Gnr n eu origi nall y repre sent ed 
n ot Cor nwal l hul the lan d o[ 
th e Cor n c, v .i i , anrl that Art h ur ' s 
nn<~ c..; torsw0 rP. Ji \1i n ~1 in th p 
~1 irl I a nds . 

C u s tennjn 1nM y hr\ ve , howe ve r , 
heen an in .,enti o n based o n the 
0r e ,1t 0 1111•<>ro 1· Cn n c; t ;i ntine . or 
C"ll s t;inline th e IJs,.1r 1,e r, o r 
P. v 0n lh <-' Co n s t ;,n t. inP me n ti n ne d 
li_v G il rl r1 s . The s a me i s 1. ,· u e o( 
Uth v r who could a l s o hc1 ve heen 
a fc1hri ,·ation. 

lJTI IEII l 'END llAGON 

Jn . 10 11 11 l l ~1rr v ' s rl.r ti , · J e '' <~ e ofr ­
re v nf Mo 11 n1 0 uth c1 nd the l 'alern ­
i t y of Arthur" he 1,oints out 
that tJt h vr rou lcl he ;, n appell a ­
t j o n n nd no l a p roper name 
s ince 'u thr ' 111 e ;,n s 'terrible' , 
su ~Jq es tin~ ll1at Arthur 11, ~b 

I Jl:hvr c ou ld ;a, · t11 ;a ll v mpan 
/\rlhur Llo r. Lerri. 1, l e so 11 . llul jn 

Lh e "O ic1lo<Jue nf /\r.thur a. nd th e 
Ea<; l e " Eli w Jod ap Marla.we son of 
llth y r c an L>e found. There is 
also a Mahon son of ~ladron 
' gwas Ut h y r pendragon ' , whi c h 
could eit h er he 'Mabon the ser­
va nt or the terrible warlord' 
o r 'M a l ,o n s ervant of Uth v r the 
W;ar l or<l ' So we a r e l eft w ith a 
1,i l of ,1 mv stery s i nee Arthur ' s 
(,1tJ-1 e r i cs me nti. o n e d in the 
M;i1·, inoqi 1,111: n e v er h y name . 

A rli fferent 1•·i , ·tu r e i s rajnted 
h y tile <1P rt P. r1 l n,J i es l>ul csornP of 
the n nmPs did sur v i ve to t,e 
u se rl l ,y merl i e v ;i l c hroniclers-­
Gwe nh wy far l>e, -ame Gui.nevere, 



Gwa l c hmai turned into Gawain , 
Uthvr (pronounced Ithyr) grew 
.into lJther. and Eigr hecame 
lgraine. Of cou r se the a hove 
ge nea logj es could he rake s 
created by storytellers or me n 
like lo l o Morgannwg.h Th ese 
Ji sls cry out for s eriou s study 
but until then the hi s tor y o f 
the real Ar thur ls shrouded i n 
the mists of tim e, le(t in the 
s h adow of the later Ar thur o f 
the Roman c e s. 

NOTES TO THE TEX T 
a. In the Mabinogi Segontium 
(modern Caernarfon) is indicat­
ed to he th e h o me o f Eudaf. 
b. lolo Mo rga nnwg ' s real name 
was Edward Willi a ms, and it is 
believed that he is responsihle 
for the for g ing o f a numher of 
poems c redited t o the me, Jj eval 
1>oet Da f ydd ap Gw il ym . 

l?E. Vl E~v 
Rand o I l Coa te l, Adrian Fi s her 
A Ce l eb r ation of Mazes 
Minotaur D2sign s 1 9 8 2 
28pp j ll LIS 

Ll . dn from Adrian Fisher, 
Minota ur Designs, 40 Whit ecrof t , 
S t A I h a n ' s , II r r t s A Ll J U LI 

(in c lud es pi p i n W Europe) 

Thi s is a 28 page .illust rat ed 
hookl e t i n th e same format as 
l'e ncl .raaon which compri ses a. 
ha~ i c ~nd.rl e for mazP h e']i nners . 
lt s ront e nt s in c .1 ud e r1 pott e d 
hi story nl mazes wlth s h o rt 
section s de voted to the Cretan, 
the med i eva l Christian, a nd the 
co mparati ve l y r ece nt pu zz le 
hedge mazes- -with a con c luding 
section o n the sy mholi c maz es 
desi g ned hy the writers o f the 
h onk l e t. A compr e he ns i ve list 
of llri t i s h puhl j c mazes in 
gno d r nnrlitinn (from t h P i r 
Min o tr1ur Wo rlrl Ma. ze Li st ) , 
J, il , Jj o<_1r ;,1 1h v ;\J11 I r1 l oss;,r y nre 
in ,· lud,, <J in L11i c; I i 1.t ·1e liook 
whi c h wr1s print e d h v o ur own 
pri nt er Roae r WPhstPr. 

K/\TE. f"'OLU\f/D 
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NOTES TO THE FAMILY TREE 
1 . St Digain had a c hurc h at 
Llangernyw, 'Hol y place of the 
Cornovii I in Clwyd . 
2. Erbin ' s name i s found a t 
Erbistoc k , ' E.rbin's s t ockade' 
in Clwyd . 
J. E.li e r c h daughter of I a en of 
Caer Da thal is ea ] led 'm am 
Cydaun ap Arthur' · 

REFERENCES 
PC Bartrum (ed) Early Welsh 
Ge neal ogica l Tra c t s 
PC Bartrum Welsh Ge nealogies 1 
S Bar i ng-Gould & J Fisher Li ves 
of the We l s h Saints 
Rachel Bromwi c h Trioedd Ynys 
Prydein 
Geiriadur Pry fy sgol Cymru 
.J J Parry " Geo ff rey of Monmouth 
a nd th e 1°ater ni ty of Arthur " 
Spec ulum Vol XIII July . 1 938 
No 3 

THE BANAGHER PILLAR A de Mandach 
Amonq Ce lti c works oi art un­
douhiedly th e mos t c uri o u s is 
th e µi.llar fr o m Ranag h e r o n t he 
Sh a nnon, in Co unty Offaly, Ire­
l a nd . In 1 870 it wa s tran s f e rred 
to the great ahbey of Cl on mac­
noi se (the name of which recalls 
th e Tri s t a n-like tale of Noi se 
and Deird r e )1 and since 1 929 it 
has bee n in Dubl i n at the 
Nationa l Museum of I re land. 
T L Cooke, M Keane, J Graves, 
J Romilly Allen, H S Crawfor d, 
RAS Macaliste.r, AW Clapham 
and espe c ially Fran~oise He nry 
h ave all des cr ibed it in d e tail 
--but no t one o f th ese scholars 
h as offered an explanatory 
h ypo thesis . Th e pillar suggests 
a story - - t o ld in five scenes. 2 

The fr o nt fa ce 0 1 t he monolit~ 
i s rlivided int o three scenes , 
separat ed by two mo uldings : on 
th e fir s t a l oathly dragon, 
ope n-mouth e d , displays an e nd­
l e ss, si nuou s tongue; he low, a 
horsema n c arries a c rook o r 
" croz i er " i.n hi s l e ft h and and 
a kind of bag in hi s ri ght. Hi s 
s ingle, J o ng plni.t i s out o f 
kee pin0 - li e wc;irs no h ead-gea r 
at a ll. 

On es th is fi g ur e not represent 
Tri s tan in th e c ourse of des­
pat ching th e drago n in th e 
forests of Ir e l a nd , perhaps not 
far (r o m th e rive r Sh a nno n a nd 
13a. nag h er? He i.s preparj ng t o c ut 
ou t th e monster ' s poisonous 
tongue before carryi ng away thi s 
proof of v i c tory in hi s game-
hag ! In fac t this t o ke n will be 
of use to him o n hi s return to 
th e r oya l cas tle wh e n t h e stew­
an! s ho ws 1 sol t th e dragon ' s 
head as proof o f hi s own tri­
umph over th e beas t . Th e n Tri s ­
tan will produce th e severed 
t o ng ue f rom hi s bag , and its 
prese n ce will t es t ify th a t t he 
mo n s ter ' s mouth is lack ing a 
tong ue. 
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I• i g :J 
Sce ne 1: Tristan (?) killing 
th e dragon 



The second scene presents a 
ma jesti c hart in a trap. Surely 
thi s re c alls Tristan' s arrival 
i n Cor nwall , the hart ' s capture 
h y th e hunt ers nea r t h e r iver, 
a nd the he ro ' s demonstration of 
the "refi ne d" me thod of f layi ng 
accordi ng to th e Tri s tramssaga 
a nd Gott.f ri ed. Th e saga in par ­
ticular provides th e d e tail s -­
hut th e exac t manner of taking 
the ha r t is no t exp l a ined . 
l~e d ie r thinks "it S<?>e ms, reading 
the Saga, that it is th e hounds 
whi c h have brought it down , " 
and transcribes it as: "Now the 
hunte rs, hav ing secu red the 
hart , got ready to quarter it 
like a pig. " In reality, the 
t exts remain sibylline on the 
ma nne r of se c uring th e hart .3 

In the third scene appear two 
groups of two int ertwi n e d fig ­
ures forming a cross as they 
ohey some s ubtle geometri ca l 
laws ((ig l e ). One of th e fig ­
ures is presented full-face 
wit h two plaits, s hal l we say, 
a nd t hi c k eyebrows. The ot her 
is seen in profi le , eyebrow­
J ess, and hi s h air i s visib le 
as separate plaits. 

Per h aps it ' s not a que s tion of 
plaits as s u c h but or a symhol­
i c representation of nar row 
bo nd s be tween two me n, or two 
aspec t s of one man alone. "In a 
sch e me of po l ygon s and inter­
twined sq uares, " writes Fra n­
c:;oise Henry, "th e l egs, ar ms 
~ 1,rl h~ir o f ( our (i rJures n r rler 
th e ms e l ves and jnt. e ;· la ce. " Sh e 
acids t h a t. thi,s co mpos i.ti.on :is 
me t with a~ain in th e ne i gh­
bo u ring, co nt e mporary Kil c ullen 
cross (fig l b ) AND CAN BE 
TRACED BACK TO A LITTLE-KNOWN 
OIU ENTAL MOTIF , ,, st riking ex ­
ample or whi c h is o(Jered by a n 
Ira nian bronze (fig l a ): " Rut 
what was. in Persia, only juxt­
aposed," she c ontinues, "in 
Ireland, is combined, and a web 
of ar ms a nd l egs binds the four 
fig ur es one with a noth e r. 114 
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Fig 4 
Sce ne 2: Th e capture of 
the hart 

BELOW F jg 1 
Four decorative panels fro m 
Iran and Ir e land juxtaposed 
by Fran~ oi.se He n r y 
a. Rronze from Luristan, 
ancient wester n Iran 
b. Pane l from Old Kil c ull e n 
Cross, Kildare, Ir e l a nd 

a 

b 

In 1 965, Fran~oise He nry stated 
her ideas p recise l y, de c l ari ng 
t hat Ea s t er n or Byzantine sil ­
ver dishes could have pl ayed 
t h e pa rt of intermediar i es he ­
twee n oriental art proper a nd 
native Irish sculpture ,5 Th e 
int erp r e tati o n or t his scene 
ca uses problems. ls it a ma tter 
of a sy mbo l o l int ert wi ned re ­
lationships bet wee n me n, o r be­
twee n two me n ? No-one knows. 

Th e fourt h scene , on the back 
of th e pillar, prese nt s a dog 
ba r king with joy, holding a 
large bone betwee n well-set 
teeth . May we not identity i t 
with "H usdent", the pleasant 
pet dog of Tristan and Isolt , 
who shows his fi n e teet~ as a 
reminder o f hi s na me "Husde nt" , 
mea n ing Good Teeth? (Fi g 2 ) 

Th e fifth scene r eprese nts a 
c haract er similar to th e dragon 
slayer fro m scen e o ne a hove, 
wi t h hi s s ingle very l ong plait 
c urled up at t h e e ncl , in hc1nrl ­
to - h a nd comhat with a warrior 
wh o i s bearrlerl ( a nd so , r,c:>rhc1p s 
o lder ) . Th e l atter wears impor­
tant head- gear, sy mh o li c of a 
hig h- ranking personage. Ca n 
this be t ake n as the st rugg l e 
of th e dragon-slayer (Tri s t a n) 
with th e Morholt, a ma n of 
mature years , grea t I ri s h mil­
i t a r y c hief and the King o f 
Ire land' s own brot her -in-l aw? 
Thus, at hegi nning and e nd o f 
th e sculptur ed tale we Jind a 
sce ne di rec tly related to Ire ­
land. 

Fo llowi ng our interpretation, 
th e dragon- s layer is no t a 
hishop, as Cooke h e l,d i n J.R<;'l _6 
As for th e dragon' s tongue, th e 
game-h ag, the capture or the 
har t. th e dog s howing his daz z ­
lin g fangs and the combatant s 
wrestling h a nd-to-hand , no 
other tale relates them better 
than Tristan and Is ,:- lt. Let us 
note th a t the fashion of wear­
ing the plait, very rare in the 
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C 

d 

c. Panel (r o rn the Hana ~1 her 
pi1 ·1,n, O(f,, ly . lr e l a nrl 

Sce ne l: Two groups of t wo 
interla ced f igures 
cl. PanP l (corn t h e nort her n 
c ros s al Ah c:> nn y, Tir .,perary, 
Ireland 

Fi 9 2 
Sce ne 4: Th e dog with good 
t ee th (Hu s rl e nt 7 ) 



Ce ltic world, finds its paral­
lel in the hair-do of the enemy 
barons killed by Tristan. 

Now. as Fran~oise Henry says, 
THIS PILU\.R IS UNIQUE IN THE 
WEST . Above all, IT DATES FROM 
THE EIGHTH CENTURY. 

Finally, it falls to scholars, 
and in the first pla c e to M 
Charles Foulon to whom we pre­
sent this humhle tribute, to 
judge if this Banagher pillar 
deserves the interpretation 
which we have given it. 

© Andr~ de Mandach 

First published in "M~la nges de. 
langue e t litterature fra nc;ais 
du moyen age et de la Renais­
sance offerts il Charles Foulon" 
(Marche Romane, Liege 1981 
177-1 83 ). Trans C Lo veg rove . 

NOTES 

1. A de Mandach , "Au x rortes de 
Lantten en Cornouailles: une 
tombe du Vie si~cle portant le 
nom de Tristan" and "Aux portes 
de Lant~en en Cornouailles: une 
tombe du VIe si~cle portant, 
outre le nom de Tri s tan , ce lui 
d'Iseut", Le MoyenAqe 78, 1972 
pp 227 -242 and 81, 1975, pp J -
35, especially pp 3 - 2 0. 

2 . Bibliography: Eri c H L Sex­
ton , A Descriptive and Biblio­
graphical List of Irish Figure 
Sculptures of the Early Chri st ­
ian Pe riod, Portland, Maine, 
1946 , pp 65 -66; Franc;oise He nry 
La sculpture irlandaise pendant 
les dou z e premiers si~cles de 
l'~re c hrAtienne, Paris, 1933 
(Th~se prin c ipale du doc tnrat 
d 1Stat, Sorbonne), I. Texte, 
218 P, 145 fig; 11. Planches, 
1 71 pl, pp 53, 66, Re,, lJ7-LJ8, 
117 , 123, 138, 165, pl 38-39, 
fi g 10, 45 , 60; Idem Irish Art 
in th e Early Christian Period 
( to 800 AD), London-Ithaca -New 
York , 1 965 , XVI-2~6 p, 3 maps , 
34 fig, 11 2 plates, 14 in co l­
our, VIII do c umentar y plat e s , 
pp 100, 144 n , 14 5, 146, 1 99, pl 
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Fig Sa 
Panel of knots, Banagher 
pillar 

Fig Sb 
The wrestlers in hand-to-hand 
combat 

92-94. Cf original French ed­
itions , photo: Pierre Belzeaux, 
Coll: Zodiaqoe, La nuit des 
temps, n° 18, Abbaye Sainte 
Marie de la Pierre qui Vire, 
Saint Leger Vauban (Yonne): 
under the title "L'Art Irland­
ais", 1963. 

3 . Joseph Bedier, Le Roman de 
Tristan et Iseut selon Thomas, 
Paris 1902-1905, SATF, I, p 43 
and n 1; Alfrun Gunnlaugsdottir 
Tristan en el Norte LSpanish 
translation of the Norse 
"Tr istamssaga", with commentary 
and study; thesis (or the Univ­
ersity of Barcelona, under the 
guidance of Martin de Riquer 
and Paul Aebis chey, Reykjavik, 
1978 (Stofnun Arna MagnGssonar 
a fslandi, Rit 17), 45-

4 . Fran<;:oise Henry, La sculp­
tt.ire, op c it, p 85 and fig 45a 
and c (Jig 1 here); cf A de 
Mandach, "Legend and Reality: 
Re ce nt excavations and research 
in Cor nwall concerning Tristan 
and Isolt", Tristania, IV, 1, 
May 1979, introdu c tion . 

5 . Fran~oise Henry, Irish Art, 
op cit, p 14 5 ; A de Mandac h, 
"Les liens entre Wis et Ramin 
et Tristan et Iseut: la c lef 
de II. 'enigme?", XIIe Congres 
International Arthurien, Regens­
burg, 7-15 aout 1979, communic ­
ation du 10 aout; A de Mandach, 
Tristan and Is olt: Legend and 
Reality. Orient and Occident, 
e h 1-4 (in preparation). 

6. The dragonslayer ' s implement 
is one designed to kill the 
dragon, a kind of "failsafe" 
boomerang, or a staff (accord­
ing to Franc;oise Henry) . On the 
above-mentioned Old Kil c ullen 
Cross (Co Kildare) preserved in 
the Nationa l Museum of Ireland 
in Dublin, one finds a warrior 
eq ually bereft of head-gear, 
also holding a "staf f " (?) in 
his left hand; in his right he 
holds an axe, the point of 
which is plac ed above the head 
of a man l yi ng on the ground 
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(the victim). Whatever Cooke, 
among others, may have said of 
it in 1854, the "staff" seems 
incapable of being interpreted 
as a crozier. It it's a matter 
of a bishop--eg St Samson kill- -­
ing the dragon--he would in 
all likelihood be wearing a 
mitre. Cf the related cross of 
Ahenny ( = the Vale of Fire) 
and the slab at St Andrews in 
Scotland, in F Henry, La sculp­
ture, op c it, fig 102a; p 199; 
fig 1 32. On St Samson in Corn­
wall and Tristan: A de Mandach 
"The s hrinking tombstone of 
Tri stan and Isolt", Journal ot 
Medieval History, 4, 1978 , pp 
227-242; Dennis Johnson, "The 
true romance between Tristan 
and Isolde", The Guardian, 
July 19, 1978. 

Fig 6 
Carved panel, Old Kilcullen 
Cross, Kildare, Ir~land 
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Every sch oolboy is supposed to 
know tha t Geoffrey of Monmouth, 
"that l ea rne d and uns cr upu]ous 
old cano n of St George ' s a t Ox ­
ford" wa s a prin c e of liars. Or 
wa s h e mere ly guilty of the hu­
ma n frailty of trying to fill 
in the gaps h e found in his 
" Breton book"? Since E W B 
Ni c hol son in 1 896 a nd Ac t o n 
Gris com i n 1929 , everyo n e who 
has seriously cons idere d this 
qu e stion has e nt ere d very con­
s ide rabl e r e s ervations , Even 
the great Stuart Piggott, very 
definit e l y an " es tablishment" 
archaeologist, in hi s mag ister­
ial s tudy of 1 94 1 in Antiquity, 
came down so lidly on th e s ide 
of thos e who hold that Geoffrey 
had sources otherwise unkno wn 
to us . 

Thi s i s no t t o say that Geof­
frey is always to be take n lit­
era lly . Th e re i s padding, c ert­
ai nly , and h e wa s ca pable of 
misunderstanding wh a t he found 
in the Breton bo ok. Her e we 
will conside r just o ne instance , 

The story as fnuncl in Geolfrey 
(Historia Regum Britanniae lX , 
11) i s that King Arthu r invaded 
France , t he n still a part o r 
the Roman Empire ( so , sometime 
before AD 4136) a nd besie<Jed 
Paris, A Roman "t ribu ne" named 
Flollo, servi ng unde r the Emp­
e ror Leo ( ruled o nly th e East­
e rn Empire 4 57- 474) d efending 
Pari s , c hall e nged Arthur t o a 
duel- -"and Arthur liked nothing 
be tt e r than that" say s the 
Welsh version. Th e duel was o n 
the ISLE DE LA CITE in the 
Seine. 

Th e re i s not a word of thi s in 
any late-Roman sour ce , or in 
Gregory o f Tour s, so it i s ob­
vious that n othing like it ever 
happened . . . 

Wait a little ! 

Th e c it y we know as Paris wa s 
in Roman time s LUTETIA PARISI ­
ORUM, "th e mud-hut c ity of the 

Parisii" . But t h e r e was a nother 
settle me nt of Parisii i n Roman 
Britain wh ere they had four 
s mallis~ towns on Humberside. 
One of these wa s PETUARlA 
PARISIORUM, " the fourt h town of 
the Pari s ii " , now Brough-on­
Humb er south of York. And in 
Ne nniu~' list of the 28 cit i es 
of Dark Age Britain, Brough 
appears as CAIR PERIS. But to 
Geoffrey, tran s lating ahout AD 
11 30 , this could only mean _ 
Paris, France . He fou nd a quit e 
impossible Emperor, and we nt 
on. 

But is no t this business of 
c hall enge and singl e comba t 
hopeless l y anachroni 7tic? Not 
at all. King Th eodoric the Os ­
trogo th ( c 4 70-526 ) fought just 
s u c h a duel with a Bulgar (Hun) 
champion nam ed Xe r xer, won the 
fight and c h ivalrously 7pared 
Xerxe r' s life. Th e continental ­
English King Offa th e Ge ntle 
won a d ue l against two Saxon 
foes at Re ndshurg in Schleswig 
c AD 375. Th ere are several de­
tailed accounts of su ch f i g ht s 
in Proc opixus ' Gothi c Wars 
C 550. 

And how about th e iiland--in 
the Humber, not th e Seine? It 
is still there, just south of 
Brough, now ca ll e d Read ' s Is­
land. I f the Britons were ap­
proac h ing from th e sout h or 
west th is island afforded a 
perf~ct bat tleground, in full 
view of hoth s jcles, yet r ut 
o rr rr om the armie>s hy the 
river, so th at the e ncou nt e r 
wo uld l,e a tru e h o lmg a ng a in 
th e Norse s t y le. 

CA Ii< PER IS 

Wh e n did Arthur mo ve o n Pe tu­
ar ia/Cair Peris? I know o r no 
precise met hod of dati ng it. 
Certainly it was not before 
486, but it could be ~u ch 
later. Geoffrey puts it after 
Arthur's great vict ory at 
11 Badonic Mount 11

, now Bath amp -
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ton Dow n, overlooking Bath 
(Aquae S ulis, Cai r_ Badon)? 
whi c h I have definitely fi xed 
t o the ear l y s pring of AD 503 
(

11A Co n s ul a1: Chronology ': f . 
Dar k Age Britain" i n Antiquity 
1 962, pp 1 02 -1 09 ). After Badon 
th ere was "moppi ng-up" to be 
done a nd Read's I s l a nd could 
well

0

be part of it, c 504-7. 

Th e man who co mmanded the def­
e nce of Pet u aria wa s a Saxon-­
and let us r e me mbe r that th e 
Saxons, unlike th e Ro ma ns, de­
t es t ed s t a ti c s iege warfare. 
On th e o ther side, Arthur , like 
nearly a ll commanders in th e 
Roman tradition, wis h ed o nly to 
make the Saxons serve him. Un­
like Wortamorix in 442 , and 
Cadwal l o n II in 6 33, Arthur was 
not tr y ing to drive the Saxons 
c l ear out of Rri tain. llis plan 
was to civili se a nd absorb th e m 
-- and it was by no means a com ­
plete fai lur e . He had many _ 
Saxon a llies, j u st as William 
th e Co nqueror did in th e years 
after 1 066 . 

SINGLE COMBAT 

Ar thur ' s o p pone nt is g i ve n a s 
Flollo--a totally unkn ow n name . 
Therefore prohab l y a scriba l _ 
error i n the Breton book , whi c h 
in the form that it c ame to 
Geoffrey was no t very o ld-- p~r ­
h a p s a ce ntu ry at most ; But it 
may have bee n a moder nised co py 
of some thing mu c h o l de r. Thi s 
i s h ard l y vital. Th e real proh­
J e m J s whPth~r the e ve nt s d e­
t;,i ] Pd r1.re authentic Ceo f rr e y 
pr esPnt. s J\1· th11r and " Fl o ]J o" as 
fir st joust ing o n horseback, 
th e n 1i ghtin9 o n root. I think 
the jous ting ca n safely heel­
l.mi na t Pd as p,:i dding . Th e 
RrJtons did fi ght o n horse hack 
__ ;e are eve n fold the name of 
Arthur' s favo uri te warhorse , 
Llam( g) r ei " Grey Leaper"--a 
mar e, no t a sta llion. But the 
Saxons knew themselves fo r 
c lumsy hor seme n . Th e ir lead~r s 
often r ode to battle, but dis-



mo unt e d to fi 9 h t. 

Re for e we ao any fu rth e r, Jet 
u s cle r1. J wit l1 Lh e c r y pti c- name 
Fl. o ll o . ~\any e 111 e nd r1. tj on s a re 
po c;s [h) e, huL Lh c l> es t on e 
see ms Lo lie from Flo I J o to 
FOLCO o r FFOLCA. Th i s i s a 
l, no wn Old Eng li s h (Ang lo-Saxon) 
n a me . A Fo l c:- o appear s in Saxo 
G.rr1mmati c:- u s as an ally of Of 1' a 
Lh e Ge ntl e . In its Fra nkj s h 
r o rm, as Fulke, it sti ll s ur­
v i v e s . 

Fol c a c harg ed with l ifted long 
s tahhing - s pear. Arthur tu r n e d 
the thru s t a s ide with hi s fam­
o u s s hi e ld , W_vne l,- gwrth-u c h e r 
" Fac:- e -agai.nst-dark ness " , <1 lJud­
ing to th e pi c ture oJ th e Vir­
g in Mar y o n its fr o nt - -a s imil­
ar i c on ap pea r s on th e shie J d 
of S tilich o in th e dipt vc h pr e ­
se r ved at Mo n za . Th e 9 r o unrl wa s 
prol,al, l y mudd y , i\ ntl Arthur· r c J.J. 
a s h e pr1rried th e hlow. A g r eat 
s ho ut we nt up f rom t h e Brit ish 
ho s t--hi s men we r e e ag e r Lo 
.r esc u e him. But Fo J c:- a wa s o ff 
ha J an cc, a nd h e Lo o f e ll . 

In a mom e nt ho t h hr1d ri se n anri 
we r e s lr1 s hing awr1 y with th e 
p o ] i s l1Pd s t PC l spa th r1s or th r1 t 
d a v --at,o ut c1s Jon,_1 rtnd h e a v y as 
l ir\ sP l l;\ 11 l ); \ t S, rtnrl ll Ptl r l y as 

s Li.1 1 Th e n Fo l c a' s hl a <l e 
r e a, ·h e d f o r Art hu r ' s I a ce . It 
is c l ea r that Arth ur ' s wa s no t 
a " Sutt o n Ho o" t ype h P lme t with 
;, mn cl P ll rd ( a c e -c · ,1 vP .r . Thr se 
o ff e r e d;, li ttJ,, 1r1 ( >r <' pr o t r-c:-­
ti.on , but wer e h o tt e r and g a ve 
a mo r e r es t r i c t e d v i e w. Arthur 
pr o bably wor e a ll o man_:t y p e h e l ­
me t with a n r1dd e d s tre n g th e n ing 
h r1 nd ove r th e for e h e r1d . Thi s 
turn P. cl Fol c r1 ' s hl ;i t!P , liut not 
i, p for e it laid o p e n Arth ur ' s 
f o reh e nd. I\J ood po ur e d i nto th e 
1-lriton ' s eye s a nd h e s tagge i: e d, 
v e r y ~ lose to d efea t. 

Fo l c,._ r u s h e d in f or th e kill, 
l,11t Arthu r ' s c oun te r wa s qui c k-
0 r . lli s t ,irn o u s s wo rd Ca l e tbo ] c 
(" ll ardy -i n-th e - Gc1 p") s plit Fo l-

18 

c a ' s h e lm and h e ad. Br o ug h and 
York yj e lde d without an o t he r 
hl ow. Th e r e is a very old We l s h 
s a y ing: " Not good the a c t of 
o ne s word, unl ess it s e nds two 
o th e rs lw ck i nto th Pir s heath s ". 
S o this was a g ood blow, whi c h 
s ent hundreds ~ f s words i nto 
sheat h s , 

HI S TORICITY 

Hi s t o r y or roman c e ?There is no 
trul y abs olute proof, but 1 say 
- -hi story . No t just because the 
d e t a i ] s ring tru e . For , in his 
book, Ce J t 1 Ro ma n a nd Sax o n 
(l.8 'ia, I' ·i c, 7 ) . Th oma s Wright 
me ntions a marbl e Roman coffi n 
(r e -used ? ) rou nd in o n e of t he 
o rj g inall y -Ro man ceme terie s 
whi c h s urround York (Eburacum) 
in whi c h was f o und the s kel e ton 
o f a ve r y l a r gP and mu sc ul a r 
man, wh ose s k u ll h ad hee n s plit 
with a m[ g h l y 1, l ow . Fol c a? Why 
no t ? We know thr1t th e in c oming 
Sax ons did u se the Romano-Brit­
i s h ceme t e ries. 

No r i s thi s all. In t h e Ea s t 
Riding o f York s hi r e t h ere i s a 
s ma ll t o wn, Fo lkton, earli e r 
FOLCAN TUN "Fol c a ' s far mst e ad" . 

Not e ho w we 11 Lhe s e c lues 
a 9 r ee . lf we .cidmjt that Ge of­
f r ey ' s a c count ha s a 'i 0 % c han ce 
of bejng true, then th e pr ox im­
it y o f He ad ' s l s ]and gi ves us 
75% odds in fa vour or h istoric­
it y . Th e pJ;ic:-eni\ me l''o ll<ton 
<J i vPs B7. s~o, and th e sk e l Pton 
w i.th th e s pJit s ku ll bring s t h e 
odd s t o 91 . 75% in Ge of f r e y ' s 
fa vour. I r es t my c ase, 

! Paul Karl ss on John s tone i s a 
con s u.ltin o r1r c h aP. nlo gi s t and 
ma y he r P ach e d at S 'll.O N Eu c:- 1 id 
St Lo u i s , Mo 6 311 S . Thi s artic l e 
fir s t a p pea r e d in Stone h e nge 
Vi e wpoint No v- Dec 1 9B 2 No 5 0 
pp 26- 7 . 

@ 1 9 B2 Paul Ki\r l ss on J oh n s t o ne 

Th e stran g e s tory of Berenger 
S a uni ~ re and of hi s r e markable 
c hur c h at Re nnes- J e- Chit e a u i s 
n ow familjar Lo al l t h coug h t h e 
book The lloly & the Ho l y Grail, 
hut the true e x pla n i\tion o f his 
s udde n a c quisiti o n o f imme n se 
we a lth , a nd t h e odd f ac t t h at 
wh e n he died he own e d ab so luL e ­
ly nothing, has yet to be given , 

Th e mos t ohvio u s question stjll 
re mai n s : Wh e r e did S a un i~re ' s 
wea]th come from?Accordjng to 
th e par c hme nt s found by S au n i ­
~re the trea s ure wa s that or 
Dagobe rt II , th e las t of t h e 
Me r oving ian ki ng s of Franc e, 
d e riv ing ultimat e ly from t h e 
tr e a s ur e of J e r u sale m c arri e d 
o ff hy Titu s and loot e d in turn 
!corn Ro me by Alaric. 

It h r1 s al s o hee n s u g gest e d that 
what S au n i~re found was th e 
Royal Tre a s ury o f Fra nce , c on­
cealed by Blanch e of Ca s til e 
duri ng th e Peasants ' Re vol t of 
the 1 3 th c entury. S h e had told 
h er s o n , Loui s IX, of its 
h iding -pl a ce but hy the time of 
Philip t h e Fair t h e s ec r e t h ad 
bee n los t and it may h a ve b ee n 
lh e c r1 se l h;it h L S rlcs t ,· uc tinn 
or th e Order of t h e Te mpl e was 
mo ti va t e d hy ;, dP s ire t o find 
hi s lost i nheritance . 

An e v e n mo r e r e mark<1ble theory 
j s t h at of He nr y Li n c oln a nd 
hi s co -author s wh o s ugges t th a t 
S a un iare ' s we alth came fro m 
payme nt s made t o him by me mb e r s 
of the Priory of Sion who 
wished to buy h i s sile nce ov e r 
t h e ama z ing di scovery he h ad 
mad e (but wh i c h, of c o u rse, 
t h ey h ad known all alo ng) : that 
the Me rovingian dy n a s ty was d e ­
s ce nde d from Je s us Ch r i st who 
h ad marri e d Mary Magdal e n e , 
pc od uced c h ildren a nrl fl e d fr o m 
Pr1 l e sti ne to Southr> rn 1-' r;i ncp, 
Eve n ~n r e s e n s atio na l wa s th e 
" .fa c t" · that th e j r descendant s 
are s till a li ve today , prot ect­
e d by th e Priory o r S ion. 

1-lut t hi s "llo ly 131.ood " th e ory 
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nee d s c:-a r e fUJ e xa mi nation. It 
mu s t b e a c:- know] e d g ed t hat the 
doc ume n t s co n c Pr ning th e Prior y 
of S i.on, which h av e bee n known 
o nl v s ince 1 Q56 , do c o ncern t h e 
s ur ;, ival o[ th e Me r oving ian 
d y na s t y s incP t h e de at h o f Da g ­
c he rt II (b ut it sh o uld a l s o be 
pointed o u t t h at s choli\cly op­
ini o n rr- _j r-c t s lh r notion that 
a ny me mb e r s nf t h at dyna s t y 
s ur v i vPd). If t h e re is an und ­
e rgr o und mov e me nt dedi c ated to 
r c>s toring t h p Me rov ingians-­
i rn' s pPc tive of the additional 
c l aim o f d escent f rom J es u s 
Ch ci s t- - it s e xi s t e nce mu s t be 
prove d, a nd to do that we mu st 
fir s t examin e th e pe opl e mo s t 
c onc er ne d: t h e Ha ut poul J amily 
wh o o wne d Re nn e s -le - Chlteau and 
i t s s urrounding lands . 

PAN l S DEAD 

It i s kn o wn t hat the Ha utpoul 
fa mily were a c ti ve in "th e Ctu ­
s ;:id r>s , t hat n n r- of their num ­
h p r hcc rtm0 .'.'\ Tr mp l il.r Grtl nrl 
Mr1. s t 0 r ;ind Lhr1.l th py h ad Cat har 
sy mpathi e s whi c h hr.ought th e m 
troubl e e noug h i n th e 1 3 th ce n­
tury. Rut i s wa s n ot until 1644 
that t he ir c laim to the Rr1rony 
o r Rc nn es-le - Chltea u wa s fir s t 



s et out in (u]J in r1 , ·o l l e<' I i o 11 
0 1 !>clJ >ers i\c ,·ompa ny i ncJ the will 
of 1°r;,n ~ois - l-'ierre rl 'll au t pou l . 
Thi s s tranqe wilJ v;, ni s he d at 
the cteat h of it s maker and did 
not reap p ert r u n t i ·1 l 774 when 
Lh e .lawyer who h e l d it , . le a n ­
Bapti s te Si c,u, r e I used to 0ive 
.it t o the then l>r1 ro n , f' ier re 
cl 'H au tpoul, s a y ing : "I t would 
h e u nwise of me to l et r1 will 
o f s u c h g rea t co n sequen c e out 
or mv h a nds " . He rlirl , howeve r , 
e ventuall y <Jive the pape r s t o 
Pierr e ' s w i d o w, Marie rl e Negr i 
d 'Al bes, who entrusted them t o 
her c h ap l ai n , the Cur, o f 
1ie nnes, An toine Bi <JOU ; he, in 
1: urn , co ncealed Lhe111 i'\ 11' I i t i s 
Lh o u,_ihl that th e 1,;,n 111110 111 s 
f o und hy Sa uni '2 r e we 1· 0 lii s 
h a ndiwork. f'art o r o n e or t h e 
hidden messages co n rP a l Pd in 
l he I'" rc hrn e nt s r ev,,;, I th e 
( o l]owin q i11 (nr111,,L i o n: 

I '( ll lS S l. N Tl.:.N I El<c-, ,:A l/lJ lcNT LA 
C LEF 

( " l 'o uss in , Te n iers, h old the 
ke;•") . 

Thi s r e f ere n ce Lo f' o u ss in a nd 
Te n i e r s r e l ates l o ,,., i11lin'i s h v 
tl1 e 111 wh ic-11 , ·onl atn sy rnh o l ic 
representrttion s or t h e true 
sec r et of Re nnes . Mo s t import­
a nt i s r o u ss in' s paint ing Th e 
S hephPrds o f Ar cad y whi d 1 wa s 
p a tnt e <I , in th e Lo u v r e copy, 
b e tween l() 'l'i ;, nd ln <;(I _ f"urt h e r, 
t1ol il Ten ·i ers ilnd ! '0 1, s s j n we r P 
in Pari s at t irnes wh e n Fr a n­
~ois - Pierre was also th e re, ;, nd 
th ey ro uJd --cl. nd ;,Jrnos t ce rt ai n ­
l y did- - meet him a nrl l ea rn th e 
secret, th e sy mhol s o r wh i c h 
appear in t h e i r work. 

Despite t h is ke y, s h ow n to the 
wor l rl th r ouc1h the r,,, i nt i n r_1s, no 
o n e g ril s ped th e s i<Jn i f i 1· r1 n1·e 0 1 
th e sy mb ol i. s m unt i ·1 S r1 uni <'! r e 
( ou nd the h i<lde n 1•r1r c hnre nt s . li e 
~ int er pr e t th em "- nd we nt nn 
t o uneart h no t o nl y Lh P ' sec r e t 
rut ntso th e treas ure. lli s nex t 
t r1sl< wc1 s t o I ind a 1, uye r. 
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li e• co u Id 11ol appr o;,c li lh e ll a ut -­
r o u l l a rni l y l o r they were te c h ­
nl cr1 ll y i t s ow ners already--and 
eq ur1ll y t hey co u ld n o t tr y to 
'di spose ' o f Sauni~ re o nc e they 
k new he had round the treas u re 
( or the y wo uld, in doin <J so , 
di s pos e o r a l I knowl e d <Je or it s 
where a l,out s-- n o r coulrl he se ll 
the roya l trer1s u re or f"ra n c e to 
a h ostil e, republi c a n <J Overn­
rn e n t. As a s er va nt o f the Vat i -
, ·a n he could n o t sel l hi s know­
Jedg e t o the Papa cy ( a nd 1,y it s 
very na tu r e th e secre t woul d 
not ha ve been wel c o me t o the 
Vati c an ) hut h e mu s t seek out 
t h e ••ne roya l (amil y wi.th a 
dir e, · 1: int eres t in the t reasur e 
a nd in til e se , · ret: the ll n J,s­
hur ,Js wh o were s till the ll oly 
llo rnan Emperor s . 

It i. s know n t h "-t Sr1 uni~re re­
c eived v i s i ts (rom a me mher o r 
t h e ll a p s h11 r ~1 r oya .L I ;,mi l y, that 
a,·r ou nt s in n n Austrian bank 
(o r hoth Sa uni. ere and h is 1-lap s ­
hurg v i si tor we re ore ned on the 
s;,me da y a nd that mone y passed 
(ro m the Ha p sh u r<J ac c ount to 
Srt11 n ·i~re ' s. l·1 1rl her, l 1el~i\ u se o r 
h is r ec e i pt of rnoney from a n 
Au st ri a n sour c e Sa uniare was 
acc u s ed of s pyi ng a nd was 
oh lig e d to r1sk th e Au s trian no t 
to s end ( u rt he r pa y me nt s. 

Bu t wh at of Po u ss i.n' s pr1i nting 
i Lse ·1 ( 7 Tl 1<? s h c, ph <>r rl s , w.i th ex ­
pressi o nless--deadpa n --(ac es, 
surround t h e tomh wh ose messaye 
ET l N AIK Al) lA EGO seems to im­
ply the pr esen ce or Pan. But 
Pa n is dead , as Plutar c h re­
lates the s tory of Tharnus the 
Helm s mnn heari ng the mes s age 
" Pa n is Dead" to the is l a nd of 
Pn x i ( P rt x (:,fl l i\S in the parch­
me nt s ) a nrl h ec<1· s Lh e cr.ies o f 
il l1'J Ul s h r r o m it s s h P ph er rl i.n ­
h a l , i tr1nt s. l' r1n h a rl died with 
the ad ve nt o( Ch ri s ti an it y , hut 
.Jesus, l oo, was dea d a nd Pou ss­
tn rl e ] il>er;itel y equated f'an 
wit h .Je s u s for the pu rposes or 
the sy ml,ol :i s rn o( h is pai nt i. ng : 

Jes u s as Pan he ca u se the Devil 
h as pre vail.eel, th e Mer ovi.ngian s 
eve n now are over c o me a nd the 
De vi l t riumph s. 

The true s e c ret of Rennes was 
known by f"ran~ois-Pierre 
d'Hautpoul and transmitted hy 
him to Poussi n so that it could 
be recorded in the painting. 
The sec ret is simply the sur­
v i va l of the Me rov ing ian blood­
line, anrl it is e x pr e ssed in 
the painting hy the equation o f 
the Mero v in<Jia n s with Christ 
a nd Hi s c losest c ompanions. The 
s y mboli s m o l th e pa inting i s 
straightforward on c e one knows 
what it is, but it ha s led a­
stray ma ny wh o wish to take the 
equat ion with Ch rist as literal 
r at her than sy rnh o l i c _ It is 
Dag obe r t II who i~ depi c ted (in 
the tomb) as the dead Pan/Jesus 
who is ' sleeping' but will one 
day 'awake ' to lead his people 
as their Messiah. The parallel 
is exact: the Di sciples await 
the return o f Je sus, t he Mero­
vi n g ians await the return and 
restoration of their leader. 

SURVIVAL 

Wh a t of the rest o f the pic­
ture? 

The pointing s hepherd is Sig i­
bert IV, as Peter (the Rock ), 
a nd the womrtn looking on is hi s 
wife Magdala , as the Ma gda lene , 
who s ustained the Me rovi ng ian 
bloodli n e. Uut this d oes not 
equat e her directly with the 
Mag dalene whose li f e of c hasti­
t y (following her over c oming of 
her bas e d es ires) mirrors 
Jes us' o ve r c ornin<J of death it­
sel(; it i s a purely sy~Joli c 
equation. f" or the preservers 
and protec tors of the Merovin­
g i a n bl ood line--the Priory of 
Sion--there must be , e v en now, 
sy mboli c c hildren of th e Magda ­
lene, who ar e equated with sa l­
vat ion by the Atonement. Eac h 
c hild bo r n i nto the bloodline 
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heing a n e w Inca rnation bring ­
ing the ' sa l va ti o n of ma nkind / 
Franc e'--the potential restor ­
ation of the true royal dynas­
t y. There is no biologic al 
hloodline f rom Jesus (it was a 
purely pa g an d ynasty until the 
conversion of Clovis after hi s 
g reat vi c tory ove r the Ale­
ma nni) hut a sy mbo lic one. 
Dagobert i s seen as Jesus, and 
Ma<J dala as th e Magdal e ne . The 
p,,inti.n<J empli a s i ses not ori­
g in s hut s urv i v;, l --c1ncl it i s 
the s ur v i va l or th e Mer ov ing-
j a n s a (t e r Da<Jo l ,ert that j s 
the c entra l therne o( th e Lob­
ineau genealo<Jies whi c h are so 
important in the myt hos o( 
Rennes-le-Ch~teau. 

If the Hapshurgs did pay Saun­
iJre then th e tr easure i s back 
in it s ri g ht(ul owners ' h a nds 
- -for Otto v on ll apsburg , the 
c urrent h ead o r the family, i s 
also titular King of J e rus a l­
e m. And with th e evidenc e of 
th e p a r c hme nt s and pa intings 
see n as sy mb o J i c , th e ' s e c r e t ' 
finds its ri g h tful interpreta­
tion: the s ur v ivr1l o f the Mer­
o v ingic1ns as t he ms elves , as 
ruler s of Fr ance --heirs of the 
Chri s tian tradition a n d n o t as 
literal c hildre n of Christ. 
Holy Blood perhaps, but by 
off i c e and not by des c ent f rom 
the Son of God. 

The truth thu s l ies around th e 
s u rviva l of th e Me rovi ngian s 
through Magda la , and like par­
asi te s th ey h ave forced them­
se l v e s upo n the ' blueprint ' o f 
Chri s ti a n it y, e xch a nging Re­
demption for th e Sino( ma n­
kind: here, Ch astity bec omes 
the Devil. The all-important 
reinstatement through preserv­
ing the bloodline bec omes the 
real ' resurre c tion' . The sim ­
ple fa c t r e mai n s : if Dagobert 
Il h ad not married the Visi­
goth Princess Gise lle de Ra z es 
he would not have inherited 



the t re a s ur e (the pa r c hme nt s do 
in s i s t that th e tr e a s u r e l,e ­
l o n9e d s pec i1i ca.ll y t o Dago he rt 
hi ms r l ( ,,n<I 11<, t t o the ~lr r ov Ln ­
ri i ,, ns <J<'n e r c1 1J y ) , lw wrn , ·1r1 no t 
ll ; l VP l• ec n d e 11o sed, Ll1 c:i r r • wr,111<1 
he no Po u ss in J1rti1 1 Li11 r J n 11CI 1H, 

Go s r e l eq ua t i o n. Th e mys t e r y 
wo uld he d p l ii\ s e rl , th P t r P;\ s ur~ 
, , ( l?e nnes- l c~- <-117'1-P;l ll wr,ulct l ,e 
mund a nP hur i C? d t[ e,-, s un2 .1. rHI n o t 
t hr s 0 c r e t hn;, rd lh c1 t h ;, s 
s pa wn e d i. t. s ,,w n foo l' s <Jo ld i n 
th e s h a pe o f Th e ll o ly Blood and 
th e ll o l v Gra il whi c h tri es to 
con ve rt t.h e f a ntasy of a b i o ­
l orJ i ca \ 1, l oo, \"lin e int o a 1'.P i il -

i t y c1nrl t o s uppr e ss t h e s piri t ­
ua J h:J ood.l i ne wh i c h i s th e t r ue 
r e a lit y n r Re nnes . 

l<E 17 El<ENCES 
lin h e rt Cha rr. o ux, Trea s ures of 
th e Wo r l d (frede ri c k Mull e r Lt d 
Lo nd o n 1 966 ; fl[) 2 lll - 2 l 9 ): 
" l<oy;d Tr e r1 s ur y 0 1· rr. c1 nc e , con­
c ec1 l e d 1,y Bl;,nd1 e 0 1· C;, s l i l r 
du r in9 th e Pe as ;i.nt s l?e vo .lt o f 
lhc 1 ·1th ,·e nl11r:y . 11 

Ge r a rd de S~de , Le Tr &s or 
Maudit de 1/e nnes~ ~au 
(l<e n~ Ju )Ji ;i.r rl, Pari s 1 06 7): 

"It wa s n o t until 1644 t h a t: 
th e ir c l a .im t o th e ffa r n ny or 
He nne s - J r - Ch~ l ra u wa s fi r s l 
S P L l ) l l t i 11 f l lll i11 « , 0 1·1e c li rJl7 
,, 1 1 1,-\ J 10 1·c;., ; \ 1 t · r, 1111 1n n y i 1HJ l h r,:, w ill 
, ,1 1• 1 ;-\ Jl\ c,i c; - l ' i( • rr· e ,t 1 ll a ut1 ,o ul . ' 1 

r' al. r ir· i a & Li o ne .l Fanth o rpe , 
The ll o l y Gca il l~eveale d (N e w­
c· a s tJ p 1' 111>\i <; hin (_J Co In , · l 9 H2 , 
UI< cl i ~t hy Ac\l ta r i ;111 l' r es s): 
S11 un ·1p r~ 1 c.. pa v 111P n1 s fr o m t il e 
ll r1 ps ln1r rJ <; (1> 114 ) . 

Plut r1 r c h , Ob so l esen c e of Orac les 
(Loeb Cl ass i c a l Lib, Plut a r c h 's 
Mo ralia Vo l 5 ): S tor y o f Th a mu s 
th e He lm s man her1 riny th e me ss ­
r1ge "Pan i s Dea d" t o i s J a nrl o f 
Pax i. 

M Ha i ~re nt e t a J, Th e ll o ly Bl ood 
a nu the ll o l y G·r a il ( Ca pe 1 9B 2 ): 
Dago l> e rt 11 , S i~Ji.be rt IV, Mag­
cla l a-- the se nr1 111 e s a re t o be 
f ou nd in th e g e nea l og i es i n the 
DOSS.I ERS S ECRETS by He nr i Lo b-
·i nc ,\ll , r e pr odu ced i n Ho l y B] oocl 
... l lo l y Gt·a.Ll . 

llELOW 
Po uss in ' s 11 S 11 e rh e rd s of Arc ady " 

~ 
t,~n.A~W 

OI,D 
News 
TIMES 

FORGOTTEN 

TI i i'. \l!OTIIAMIJS COMMITTEE 

It wa s ann o un ced ove r Chri s trn;i s 
1 S8 2 th a t an Arthuri a n Commit ­
t ee had hee n f o rme d hy De br e tt s 
Pee rage Ltd, and th a t it s rind­
Ln gs will he inro rporr1 t e d in a 
p u l>.li r r1ti o n (du e in 19114) whi c h 
wi 11 1·e-exa min e h n th Arthur' s 
or i g in s a nd the i nflu e n ce o f 
th e Arthurir1n l ege nd s o n the 
IJI< mo na r c hy, E.n <J ]j s h l i t e r a tur e 
r1 nrl B,· iti s h c ulture wnr]dwirl e . 

Gen ffr ev As h e wiJJ J <>r1 cl th e 
comndtt ee . As we ha ve r e port e r! 
(Vo ] XJ V No 3 " Times lip" 6 -ll) 
Ge offrey be lieve s there ar e 
de f in ite Jink s h0twce n a cer-
1r1in Riothamu s and th e s uh se ­
qu e nl l e ~e nd s o l Arthur . 

Rl o th a mu s was a BrjtJ s h king 
wh o e nt e r e d Contine n ta l hi s t ory 
in about 46 9. Hi s ex rl o it s may 
h av e s upplied de tail s f o r 
Arthur 1 s s upi,osed Contine ntal 
wa r s , and hi s name may e ve n 
h ave bee n Arthur (Ri o th a mus 
be ing a tltle : Gr e at King ). 

Prof Le on rJ. e uriot (from Brit­
tany) a nd Pr of Ba~hara Moo rman 
(of th e tJn ive r s ity nf South e rn 
Mi s si. ss ipi,i) hc1v e rlon <" rrl at <" cl 
wo rk in lhi. s fi.r lrl ,111cl ;i r e a l so 
nn th P c·o 111n1itt PP , a s i s a l so 
S ir J;,in Mn nc r· i e fr p o ( that Ilk. 

Jn r~o y a l lliqhne ss Si r I a in has 
s ug ges t e d th a t Prince Charle s 
and Prince Wi ll iam (both o f 
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wh o m have Arthu r a s o ne of 
th e ir f o ur na mes ) mi g ht poss ­
ihl.y be r e l ated t o th is early 
Briti s h rule r . 

Barba ra Moo rm a n' s research 
seems t o h ave hi g hli g ht e d 
th ree Frenc h do c ume nt s ( two in 
Latin, o ne in Fre nch) whi c h 
re f er t o thi s Ar thu r Rioth a mu s . 
Th e mo s t re l eva nt i.s a chr o ni ­
c l e of eve nt s up t o 1 52 5 set 
d own in rr e n c h hy Phil i rpe de 
Vi ,;:1n e ull es . 

! Info rm ati o n c u ll e d fr o m 
We ll s Journa l: Mo nt e r e y Pe nin­
s ul a He r a lu, Cc1 lif ; USA To da y 
a nd Drag o n No 'j . Mo ni to r <:> ri hy 
Dr1ve Go rrin<JC', Di ;,nn e lli.nning­
l on, Roy Ni c ke r son, Paddy 
S l a t e r a nd Ch ar l es Evan s­
Gunth e r. 

TII E MAGIC CROSS ( co ntinu e d) 

Th e sag ,, o r th e al J P. <_tc:> d C J as t on-
1,ur y Cr oss .rum b l es o n. An ex ­
pe ri e nced j o u r na li s t repor t s 
th a t " in th e .l S year s I have 
pr owl e d a round th e l ight ed win­
dows of Fl ee t S t ree t like 
Grende l ' s Mo th e r I have n eve r 
come upon s u r h a s tory 11 .l And 
it s s uppos e d find e r s till r e ­
fu ses t o h a nd th e c ross ove r. 

To r ecai,: in No vembe r 1 981 
De r e k Mah o ne y, 4 9, searc hing 
through mud exca vat e d from a 
·1r1k e at Fo rt y flilll, Enfi r Jd, 
fo und a s ma ll l ead c r oss. 

At thP flriL i. s h Mu seum, t h e 
Keep e r of Me d ieva l a nd La t er 
Anti~uili P<; no t e d th a t th e 
c r oss wa s , wi t hin a n e ighth 



or "n inch , th e slzP or th0 
cross found, it w;ls sa id, a.hove 
King Arthur ' s grave at Glaston­
bury c 11 91. 2 

Th e l atest tl ev0. l o 11111e nt s are 
th c,se . Mah o n0y, ja ·il c> cl in Apdl 
l <J72 for two y0a r s f or co nt e mpt 
or a court or der Lo uive up th e 
cross , wa s brought before a 
llig h Court Judge after o nl y 
nine month s to reconsider. li e 
refused. Then, w ith r e mi ss .ion, 
h.i. s se nt e nc e wou] d h ave e nd e d 
in .Jul y l •JWl in s l Pad o f Apr i I 
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l<JH4 . l~1 1t, 111nr e r t•centl y, comes 
news or Ii.i s release.J 

Wh P r P _i s the cross? "It i s in a 
cont;, i ll( • r I compl e t e l y wa1 rr­
pi-<H,r, ; H1cl hur i r d wc ·1] <t ow n in 
th,, 11ro11nrl s o ·t hi'\t any d1i'\nqC' 
in Lc 111pc.ri'\turC? wi.JJ not c1 rr c,c t 
it. II 

I s it genui n e 7 Georfrey As h e 
think s not : "Tt "i' J>earcct il l mo s t 
cert ai n that thi s wa s a f alse 
a l 'lrrn. " '1 l ' r 0su 111 ahl.y h e f ee .l s 
til a l C' .i lh er Lh c cross .i.s a 
lat e r copy or that Mahoney, once 
e mployed l,y Les ney Toys as a 
mouldmaker, may have made it 
h.ims e J (. 

13ut t h e> s l o r y may not b e as 
simpl e i'\ S a t f i. r s t appears. 

Fi.r s t o r " 11 , Forty llall he­
l o n<.J r<l tu ,, ,.,,r t ;-i i.n I? Go 11 c_1il i n 
til e C'ar l y ni.n P t ee nlh century. 
lt was Lh i s G,,u,.J ll who in J 7119 
hr o ughl o ut a three-volu me 
translation of Ca mde n' s Brit­
annia . And it wa s Camd e n who, 
inhis own 1607 e dition or 
Britannia, present ed th e only 
k now n i Llu s tration of the cross 
from "l i.f P" , as it were. I s th e 
cross a cop y made in Gough' s 
111 e tim e as th e RM think s? Or 
is Go uu~• s illu s tration (see 
fi0urr) ~ n,orc AccurAt c f acsim­
i l e> o f 1h r cross Camde n s aw and 
which, i.n lat e r yC'ar s, found 
its way into Forty Hall ' s l ake? 

Secondl y, th e ha c kground of th e 
rinder h imse lf gives grounds 
r o r a hint o r mys t e ry. 

Derek Mahoney , h is brot h er Ron­
ald a nd th ei r mo ther live in 
Enfield in "a s trange dark 
h ouse, th e paper sagging Crom 
th e walJ s with dampne ss ". 5 
Brother f?onald, it appears, 
sold a h ouse in 197J by auction . 
Rut.th e a u c tioneer, th e Ma h o neys 
allege, declined to place a 
reserve price on t h e pror <? rty; 
th0 house wa s t h e n hought f or 
o nly h alf th e expected sa l e 
1ir.i.c 12 l,y a "plant ". Th e .i.r so li-

-
citors were unable to obtain 
redress uron whi c h the Ma h o neys 
began an angry campaign aga inst 
corr upt practices by solicitors . 

Th e find i ng of the cross s eemed 
to be a s i g n in their campaign . 
The dredging operations at the 
l ake had revealed some old 
Elizabethan bricks in a wall, 
a nd lat er a kn ife a nd th e cross. 
Th ese we re alJ photographed and 
wh e n th e foreman involved in 
th e pond- cleari ng raised no ob­
jections, Derek Mahoney t oo k 
the objects home. 

Th e alternative for these oh7 
jects would have been a skip.6 
But wh e n Enfi e ld Co unc il heard 
of the cross from a report in 
the Enfi e ld Adv e rtiser th ey 
t ook the ac tion which th e n mad e 
th e nati ona l news. 

Wh a t may poss ibly be of r e l e­
van ce h ere is th e fact that th e 
h o u se so ld in 1 973 , the cataly st 
in thi s unfo rtunate saga, was 
in Somerset, according to 
Mi c h ae l Lewis (in Earthguest 
News) . WHERE in Somerset? Is 
th e re any connection with the 
fact that the cross was las t 
h eard of in We ll s in Somerset 
in the late e i g ht ee nth ce ntury ? 
Or did the Mahon e y s ' link with 
So merset provide th e ger m of an 
ide a to draw attention to their 
l ega l battle when the cross 
for tuit ously came to light? 

Th e whol e episode poses some 
interes t ing questions, as ex­
pressed by Bryo n f?ogers: " Say 
Arthur did return, a nd say 
that th e h a nd holding the sword 
appeared in th e lake owned by 
Enfield Borough Cou ncil. If th e 
o ld king refused to hand it 
over h e , too, would be in Pent­
onville ... It wo uld be better 
for all of us if h e did not 
ret urn . 11 

f?EFEl?EN CES 
1 . Bry o n Rogers " Th e Enfield 
Cross mys t e r y " S pectator 5 . :! . 1\3 
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2 . See "Old News " Pe ndragon XV 
No 2 "Amazi ng Gra il s " p 4. 
3. "'Ki ng Arthur' s " cross 
finder stays in jail' Telegra~1 
27 .1 .HJ 
4. G Ashe Ava lonian Quest 
(Me thu e n 1982 ) p 75n. 
5 . l~ogers o p cit 
6. Mi c hae l Le wis "De r e k Mahoney 
and King Arthur ' s Cross", 
Earthques t Ne ws No S, Wint e r 
1982, L3 r. 

Monit ors : Da ve Gorringe . Pet er 
Ratazzi 

WHOLLY l?ELICS 

The Hal ia n n ewspape r R,apob] i ra 
fr o m a n inventory of tr aceable 
h o l y reli c s noted the following: 

John the Baptist: 
10 sku lls 
50 right-handed index fingers 
"w i th whi c h h e pointed at 
J esus" 

And rew the Apostle: 
S sp in es 
1 50 ribs 
" several" skulls 

The Apost le Jacob: 
18 arms 

St George of England: 
30 skeletons ' -worth of bones 

Mira c ulous indeed! Though I 
have heacd .i.t said that the 
c laim of an armada's-worth of 
relics of th e True Cross is 
exaggeratect. 
(l'ri.vate Eye True Stories 3.12) 



Ti li e T I/ I ST/\N /', I Sf )I T STf >N I, 
{ co11t i nuc-1 I) 

We r e Trl s l a n a nd l solt hj s t o r ­
i ca l fi gures o r mp r e l y chara,·­
t e r s in me di eva l rom;\n cP~? 

" Olrl New s " ha s a lre.t tl y repnrle rl 
on l' rol csso r Andre cl e Ma ncl a, ·h I s 
r esea r c- h es on the, fc1111 ous Tri s tan 
Ston e n ea r Fowev in CornwaJl.l 
li e h ad a l r Pa d y ~s talil i sh e d th a t 
the in sc ription on th e stone 
Jl i. J J a r n o t o n] y r ead 

<il?VS T/\NS III C JAU I' 
CVNOWOI? l 1,- l L 1 VS 

1, ut. thal j11 l.':illl . John Le J and had 
transcr jbed a t hird line, now 
un fo rtunat e ly Josl: 

LV ~i DOM!NA CL VS J LLA 

Manda c h h ad su,y:1esled that a 
tr a n s l ation ( s u c h as 
"Tri s tr1n h e r e lies, 

2 
0( Cun o mnru s th e son, 
Wi L11 Lh0 Lad y C lu s i Il a " ) 

mi ,J ht p o jnt to r <:>a l and n o t ju s t 
JitPri\ry llnks iJP LwPe n Dru s t a nu s 
/Tr i s tan and Clu -s ilJa/ I- so lt. 

Furth e r r esearch a nrl corres 1,on<J ­
r>nc-e ha s l e d Manrlac h Lo a r e -
( i neme 11t or thi s ,\f J11rocH' h o n 
<' J!l <J r a phical a nd l in <J ui s t ic 
0 round s . ".1 

lt arpears that Leland mi. s inter-
1,r0L e rl th e ' " " 'J i 1711 i ll <J or th0 
lady ' s name. What r e a d s a s CL V 
shou ld prol,ah l y l ,p nv. 

In Ce lti c insrr ipti o n s Os " are 
n o t o ft en e nt,re l y round , jn 
fa c t j t ' s n o t uncomm o n t o find 
th e m jn a s ~uared r or 111 with o r 
without <Ja p s when c;ci rvin<J o n 
s t o ne: C J v . " '• 

Jt would have i ,een easy r o r !.,.•­
l a nd to mak e thi s o ut as CLV. 
Th e third ljne now r e ads a s 

"With the Lr1d y Ou s i ll a. " 

Olrl Ce ltic OU (meanin CJ " <:o1oorJ, 
<'' xcel J ent ") evo l vP d jnl o ElJ ( c f 
We lsh EUDAF). Thu s OUS lLLA of 
th e ..,Dark A c:.ies wou Id ha ve b e come 
EllS ILLA, Sh e n , in 1 0 th century 
Co rni s h , EUS !LL (with Lil e s tr ess 
on th e first sy ll a bl e ). 
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llt.llPI" 1· or111 c; or the• 11 ; ,mc-:- ;,r P 

l:.S l , LT, t,,S YLT "r ESSYLT, ;-,n<i 
YSOL. 
ESE LT is found in a Co r11j s h 
c- h r1rter o f <J 67 altr1ched t· o th e 
p.l;:ic e ni\t11<• ll v rl · l~c;e ·t t. ESYLT i s 
Lh e We l s h f orm o f h e r n a me, r1nd 
YSOL i s found in th e Sne yd l MS 
o r Tho mr1 s ' Tri s tan (1 2 th ce nt ­
ury, o n e of the ear liest writ­
ten v ers i o n s of th e legend). 

Thi s seems a more c onvinc ing 
ar y umrnt for identifying th e 
Tr i s t a n ,,nd I sn ·l t o f l eC)e nrl a s 
Lh e h Ls lor , ea I fi y ur0s Dru s t a n s 
a nd Ousilla mPntione d on th e 
Co nd s h nH,nn Ii th, a nd a r a thPr 
exc i tj 11 , 1 exa nlJ , 1 c of more lig ht 
be ing s h r. d o n th e Dark A ges. 5 

NOTES AND REFEliENCES 
1. " Th e T r i s tr1n ( & l so lt?) 
S t o n e " in l"<;! nciraqo n X J V, 4 
(Old S t o nc •s i_ sc; ue) p 8-
2 . Th e W o f CVN UWOl?l ·i. s an in­
ve rted M; Cu n o morus hec a me 
Cy nfawr in Wr l s h. 
:J. AndrP d e Mr1ndac h "Le Ber­
ce;i u rl es /\rnrrnr s S pl 0 ndicles de 
Tri s tan c> l l s cut: " (KU111111 e r l e 
Ver l a<J llJll 2 ) :!~ (f. 
4. Manda c h , np •::i t, p 2 3. 
5 . Mandac l1 " Th e l o n<J s t o ne 
hl essPd h y S t Samson", Pendrag­
o n X JV , 4 l'Jfi" 

KING ORPHEUS 

A re c e nt theory about Arthur 
takes as a s t ar ting point the 
famous mo saic pavement at 
Wood c h ester in Glou ces tershire. 

There are an "exceptional num­
ber of British pavements whi c h 
in the fir s t h a lf of the fourth 
ce ntury depicted Orr,heus subdu­
ing earth' s w ild c r e atures by 
the c h ar m o f h LS v oice " : eight 
or nine in fr1ct, th e most for 
any Roman province . 1 A c ontemp­
orary writ er, Eu sebius, compared 
Christ to Orpheus, and it may 
l>e thrlt th ey have some Chri st i an 
sic:.inifica n ce. 

Mo s t o r the survivi ng examples 
h elong to o n e o f the four known 
schoo ls o r mosaicists in Romr1n 
Britain, th e Co rinium- C irences­
ter Sc h oo l; thes e are Ne wton St 
Loe ( Sorn) , Within~1ton, l~i\rton 
Fa rm r1nd Dye r S tree t (all 1,y 
C j r e n ce ster), Woo rl c h es 1· er a nd 
poss ibl y l' i. t Me r1<1 s (W i. lt s ). Two 
l ater exi\mple s rome from the 
l 'rtu;\ri ;,11 o; c·li no l ;1t Brnu,Jh - on ­
ll11111! )e 1- : 11 (,rk s t.nw i1 ll cl Wi ntr! rlon 
(Line s ); and a nolh e r ex,unp l e 
from LittJ ec ote l'ark (Wilt s ) 
belong s to n o particular sch oo l 

The pec uliarity o l the Corinian 
Orpheus pav eme nt s is thi\t, r1Jone 
of lloman prov inces , th e d es i0n 
consi s t s basi ca lly or con centri c 
circles of wild c reatures around 
a moreorless central Orpheus 
figure . 

The superfi c i;il s imilarity of 
th ese t o me d ·i evr1 l rl c> pi c tions of 
th e Hound Tat,J.e seems to have 
led Ron Flet c her to his p e rsonal 
h y pot h es i s thc1t "A rt hu r took hi s 
n ame from Orpheus and that his 
knic:.ihts took th ~ ir names from 
features or the mosai c design" 
at th e palatial villa of Wood-

2 c h ester. 

Mr Flet c her believes that Wood­
c h es ter , the l ormer residen ce of 
the area ' s governor, was Arthuts 
HQ , estc1hlish e d h e r e a f ter 

27 

hattles around 4 5 0 AD with a 
c ertain " Ceaulin " (whom h e id­
entities as St Co lurnba) . 

Unfortunately mu ch of Mr 
Fletcher ' s th e ories (su c h as 
the Sax on Ceawli n being Colurn ­
ba) are just plain silly. The 
fatal h;ittle ol Camlr11' n for. 
examrl e wr1s fought, h e c laim s , 
on thP R Cam n ear Dur s l ey in 
Glouceste r shire. Wh y? " The 
fir s t r e f e rence I e ver found to 
the battl e wr1s or Arthur c oming 
from Caerl e on across the Sever n 
to figh t the battl e of Camlann 
i\t n oo n. The lowest f o rrlin0 
point on lhe SPve.r n j s at /\r -
1 i n gham and C;,m]ann cou l d not 
lie far away i i h e h;id to fi ~1ht 
th e re at n oo n ', " h e ar<Jues. 

Th ,c,re i s more: Arl i nrJham i s ·i n 
th e Wh i t s tnne ll u ndr e d. Th e 
er1stern t,;,nk n ( th e Sr> v .--.rn w;is 
known as 11 Ll1 e S w£1r, I ()rrl

1
'. 

/\rth11r ' s wr es t i n , 1 nr t.h e 
" swor d" Orn I r·oni t l1 e Whi t ­
" sto ne " ;,r ert qnve ,~i se to th(:?. 
Ex, ·n ·lil )Ur I Pq~ rHI . 

tlL1 10 1 s 11< ·h P.X I' I ; ,11 ; , t i 0 I1 s . ; 11 e n ot 
r e ;i l.l y wo rti, mr>ntioninr_J. Wil y Mr 
FJ et,·he r had to fainiJ iar ise 
himself with Hehrew, Turkish 
a nd Egy Jrti an to unra ve l Arthur ­
ian sec r·e ts i s r1 mys tery in iL ­
s e J r, I ,ut a mo n <J HU< 11 l paqes n r 
not es, fruit s o( t e n years ' re­
search , is it too mu c h to h ope 
there is real evide n ce to prove 
his cont e ntion that Arthur is 
burierl n ea r Wood c h es ter ? 

l . D J Smith "Th e Mns;i i , . l 'a ve ­
ment s " in The 1<0111an Vdlc1 in 
Britain (RKP 196 9) 88 
2 . Allan l;uy "Ne w l iC)ht i.s sh ed 
o n Arthur le9ends" Bri s tol 
Evening Post 7 . 2 . fl"l 

Monitor: Kate Pollard _.t /! 
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Calleva Excursus 
l 'ENDIU\GON OlJT LNG TO S ILCHEST ER 

On Saturday Aug u s t Hl h 1 0H2 
l 'e ndra0on 111 e mbers, with fri e nd s 
Crom the Research Int o Los t 
Knowledg e Or gani s ati o n a nd rr o m 
Sa n grea l magaz in e, v i si t e d th e 
1/oman t o wn of Si.l chesler. 

Arter some con v i v i a lit y a t th e 
Calleva Arm s , th e outi n g pro­
ceeded t o the Call eva Mu seum a nd 
it s displays ; h ere, some o( u s 
not e d a s piclp ,· whi c h h a d s nm e ­
how l ,ee n J>res0 r ve d l ,e l ween " 
mi\p or Lh P llf,m;u1 tnwn .--,nrl it s 
, ,r o l ec li ve t ranspa r e nl s h 0e t cng 
a nd we po ndc r<?d o n its s i c1ni.f­
i ca n, ·e . Th 0 11 ce we s troll e d to-
wa rcl s th e ce ntre o r th e town, 
now , 100 <1 (a rminr1 l a nd l1e l v ing 
jt s n ;une C,1 ll eva or 'Woo dland 
T ow n 1

. 

Un Lh e s i te or th p f o rum, th e 
11'. ll or th e town, we we r e ve r y 
kindly g iven a com111e nt ary hy 
dir ec t or Mi c h ae l FuJ fo rd on 
currr-nt e x ,·av at i ons o ( th e 
l~asili,·a or Tow n ll a )l . Thi s 
s t ood o n " metre- hi. , 1h pl a t form 
a nti sho 11 l d eve ntu a J1 ,, g i ve a n 
opportu n i l y t o exami n e th e 
earl y a n d p re-Roman settl e me nt 
pr ese r ve d l ,e neath. Th e 13as j Ji. e a 
i.L se lf may h ave ~-onti. nu ed 
s t a nding i.ntn th e middle ages . 

We th e n were g uide d rou nd the 
r em,,, n s o r t h e ,1mph ithe,1 l re t o 
I.h e north -e;is L o r th e t ow n. 
D, •s pit e pr o l , l e ms o r draina 9e, 
mu c h pro~1rcss hilcl b ee n m;ade in 
ex p os in<J it s s tru ct ur e, inc ]ud­
inc1 two possi l , l e sh rines from 
aho ut 2°, <J-·ioo AD , ;a nd a 1 2 th 
cent ur y fort i ri cr1t , 0 11 of the 
a r·r> na (jJ0 rh ,1j ,s rlurin ,_1 the 
S t e ph e n a nd Ma tilda civi l wars). 

Th e g uide d t o ur ove r , we th e n 
v i s ited th e c h r1r mjng c hur c h of 
St Ma r y -the-Vir r;:i in , l>u i.lt in 
th e> temple r,r ec .in, · L nl° C;,lJeva , 
t,y th e Ea s t Gate. Geo ff rey o f 
~lonmouth c ·l aime d this a s th e 
s .i tc> 0 1 l, incJ Arthur ' s c rowning 
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by St Dy (ri0 (Duhri ci u s ). 

Th ere i s, h oweve r , littl e gen ­
uine Dark Age ma t erial h ere. An 
Iri s ho1an, Ebi c atos, i s me n­
ti o n e d in ogams found at Sil­
c h ester (the mo~ t eastern oga~ 
.i n scr.cpti o n ye t found) a nd 1,er­
h.aps h e comm a nde d hi red Irish 
troops in the bt h cent ury. A 
s upposed British ruler of the 
p e riod may h ave been a cert a in 
Ei n i., un , f o r Ca md f' n' s Britannia 
r e port e d thr1t l oca l p eopl e o f 
thP 1 6 th c·0n l 11 cv c1,1v0 th e n ;ime 
'' Uni.on ' s 11(?' 11ni es " Lo l(n mrt n 
coins fr o m S i. l c h es t er, "fa n cy ­
jng thi s Onio n ;a great g i;int 
who former l y li ve d in thi s 
(' i. t y ". 

W" took j n th0 impr <"ss i ve i: e­
mai n ~ o( Ca ll eva ' s south er n ­
mod s t o n e w;, l I s l ,efor.e th e 
ki nd h os 1d talit _v of D,Jr o thy 
r1 n d Charl es Nankive ll completed 
a me mor al>]e a nd pleasant day. 

lt was good to see so ma n y 
friends (in s u c h fine we at h er 
t oo ') and t h ;i nks are du e t o al l 
those wh o h e lpe d ma k e it a 
s u ccess . 

Bac k home, with a c h a n ce to 
diyes t excava tion r eport s from 
' 7 0 - Hl, it was interes ting to 

n o t e , in a mo ng the " Silc h ester 
h o r se " motif s, a s pider o n 
pa9e seve n tee n . 

George C Boon The Ro ma n Town .. 
at Silchester , Ha mp s h ire 
( Ca Jl eva Mu seum , rev e d 1 972 ) 

.John Morr is Th e Age o r Arthur 
(Weide nf e ld & Nich o l son 1 011 ) 
p 'i62 ( o r On.i o n' s p e nni es 

Mi c ha e l l' ulford Guide to the 
Si l c h es t er Excavations 1 £79 -8.l 
( l~ead inc:.r llnive r s i t y) 

CHRIS LOVEGROVE 
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