





COSMOPOLICY

'EDGAR ATOOKI

toast to the propriety of most in our society--
A sober-minded crew on stable ground.
We 1ift the veil from Arthur's acts
by shifting shale for artefacts---
But never find a clue to Table Round!

No splendid Cup from holy days has ended up on lowly trays:
Judicious sense alone decides our stance:!

. A stance that's not too merciful to Lancelot and Percival--
Fictitious gents found only in romance!

We veer to etymology; we've theories of chronology

Which ruthlessly expose the fabled past.

No Merlin is revealed to us but sterling secrets yield to us,
So truth will be disclosed to us at last-

From Cadbury rode Arthur's chaps to Badbury--or Bath perhaps:
(Round 12 has been assigned to Badon's heights.) ’

To scatter Saxon foemen he used cataphracts or yeomanry:

We delve and seem to find few maiden knights!

We lay into Tom Malory for playing to the gallery;
Praise Gildas, though irascible and terse.
On Nennius--a benison! But any fuss of Tennyson

Subordinates veracity to verse.

Yet--emphasising histoery and sacrificing mystery

(So Century 14 gives way to S5th)

Makes perish a small part of us we cherish in the heart of us:
Long live King Arthur--Once and Future Myth!

Calling all DIY enchanters!

Is your magic tragic? Do you
lack the witch-spell which
spells success? Then get expert

help! Take Fate by the forelock;

., create your own warlock! Buy
your Merlin Matrix NOW!

No; hold it ... hold it ...
Send no money! Sorry to spoil
the illusion: the MM is not a
mould for cloning synthetic
sorcerers--though I bet that

~

like me all you Pendragon mem-
bers thought it was!

No, the Merlin Matrix is the
brain-child of the Association
for the Scientific Study of
Anomalous Phenomena--ASSAP--
and shows that all psi-researc
ers aren't ASSes or SAPs. It i
the name of a long-term nation
al plan for advancing the unde
standing of paranormal phenom-
ena.

Recognising the need for
specialisation but aware that
an inter-disciplinary injection
may be needed to stimulate
areas. of mental paralysis,’
ASSAP set up a bureau to col-
late diverse evidence in order
to detect patterns which may
lead to further enquiry and a
wider understanding of the
whole field. The parallel aim
is to formulate a viable, all-
embracing theory of the para-
normal--PK, dowsing, healing,
UFOs, ley lines, etc--modifying
it constantly in the light of
new evidence until the theory
becomes complete.

One inevitably thinks of Pen-
dragon with its diversity of
approach to matters Arthurian.
Lacking the versatility of a
Leonardo--the Last Superman (or
Supperman)--members tend to-
wards specialisation and '"My!
What specialisation!" as the
old lady said when introduced
to a Naval Surgeon.

Some of us are mystics, some
archaeologists, some romantic-
ists and others just plain
nuts. And this is an excellent
thing. All avenues of research
lead towards knowledge and even
nuts may bear fruit--especially
in the case of Cadbury (though
bourn-villains should be
barred). Pooling our separate
horns of plenty may result in a
richer harvest for us all, so
let's not tread on the other
fellow's cornucopias.

As Eddington said: "I only want
to make vivid the wide inter-
relatedness of things.'" Insul-
arity inhibits progress. As an
example, in the 1940s physicist
Robert Dicke used his newly-
developed radiometer to check
the temperature of short-wave
cosmic radiation. Fellow phys-
icist George Gamow at about the
same time predicted that echoes
of the Big Bang with which the
Universe started (7) should

still be around. Gamow did
know about Dicke's radiome
Dicke didn't know ‘about Ga

-echoes. As a consequence i

1964 before the radiometer
used to detecl the echoes.

And so it may be with echo
the Arthurian past. Differ
disciplines may profitably
teract. The "thin clash of
endary steel" (Lewis Spenc
might blend with the tinkl
of Jungian symbols to soun
resonant note in the munda
minds of the trowel and tw
fraternity. Fables are not
necessarily foibles. They :
assist efforts to locate t
real Arthur: remember Schl
mann and Troy. In fact KEE
TROYING--even though your
ticular pigeon may not be
Homer .

Reciprocally, Jung-at-hear
mystics and Idyll-minded r
tics may see in a sediment.
scramasax a surrogate Exca
~-especially if the deligh
dig director is spotted wa
it above his head while we
a white samite dress and s
ing in a puddle.

During the relatively shor
time I have been in the So
I have been much impressed
our journal's open-minded )
icy. All views receive pub
ty--however feeble everyon
else's are. Which is fine.
though the mystical approa:
rather than the rational, :
antic or risible--is my pe:
al once-and-future-kink, I
joy the company of both eas
raking and mirth-making sar
May Pendragon, with its owm
'"Merlin Matrix", long reta:

its present wizard mould!




















































