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J,i ea rly autumn 1984 some 11r·i.«tnJ 111 c ml ><·1·s Loo k L l11 · n ppo1·L1111i Ly 
to meet up wit h me mb e r·.--; i.n Glou Cf!SL<~ r·s h i 1· <~ by a r·1·a 11 g· i n g a 1111 •m ­

orablc trip to Crickley. 

Th is Cotswold h il lfor·t h as b nr. n , •xcavaL<: d 1"01· a r111111l,c,1 · ol" y,•; 11 ·,, 
n ow, and proves to h a v e b ee n cli sco 11Linu o 11 sly occ 11pi c cl 1·0,· w<· l 1 
over· [ive thou,;and year·s . Th<' re wa .-s occ11 p aLio 11 l" r·o ,11 a il n 11 t. 3500-
2000 nc during t h e Ne o li t hi c p r-r·io cl . \vl1<, n t.hi .-s wa,-; br-0111-;hL to 
a violent e nd , a 11 r·itual 11 l o n g· 111 0 1111d ovf' I ' 100 ya r·d s ·1o n g was 
co nstructe d in a naL11r·a l h o ll ow . Not 11nt.i ·1 t. 11<~ ·1r·o n Age was Lhc 
s ite n ext.. occ 11p ied, an d t h c!n o n.L y 1·o r· a ce ntu1·y wh e n .nga in vio­
l e n ce di sp lace d rect. 11 a 11 g 11 lar· 11 0 11 .-sc clwc, 11 c-r·s wit h rou nd h o 11 sc 
dw e llnrs, wh o were- Lhems<:lvcs r· .i11ally p11 s h e d 0 11 t. in 500 llC. 

The next c vidcnccof occ upation i s 110L 1·or·thcoming 11nLi ·1 t h e 
Dark Ages . ln 19 8 2 some s ma ll c ir·c11lar h11t s we r·e di. scovernd d11g 
in Lo t h e h i I lsj d e . Entra n ces w,er·e t.o L h e south, a nd h ea rths in 
t h e middl e. Sca led b e l ow 1·100 1· l e vels wcr·c a f ew Roman pot 
s hcr·ds wh ich h e lpe d g ive a cl;ltc, of ar·ound 500 AD . 

WI NC IIE S' l 'ER 

I I" 0 11 Cr·ickl c, y 11 1 ·1 I st.anda r·cl s we r·e moclc:st., t, h osr. in Wes,;cx a 
cent11r y 0 1· so lat.<:r· wcr·c rat l><-:r· lc,ss so. Mc mh c r·s attending Pen­
d ragon's 19 8 4 " Evc n ta llc l gar·11m" in Winch<:st c r· were abl e to sec 
Lhe sit.e of t h e fi1·sL caL h e clr·a l from a tempo1·ar·y viewi n g plat ­
form. 'J' lw seve n th cr. n t. 11 ry cat h ed r al, cn1cifor·m a nd with a squar·e 
east e nd, east-west .align P. cl a nd over 1 00 f'c eL in l e n gth , wa s 
mar·ked in outlin<" at pr·c·sc· n t. p;TO ttnd l e v e l , tognt h e r· wit h t h e 
laL c r mas,; i. ve 1 0t. h ce 11 L 11 r·y development. 

So me j d ca of· t h e inL<! r·11al ar r a n g·f! mc- n t was i.nclicated b y excava­
Lion. The altar· st.oo d betwee n hvo t. r·a n s e pt. -li k e porticus, co v­
cr·e d by a ca nopy r·aisr.d 0 11 fo 11r· posts . T h e cr.lebr·anL stood 
facing t h e cong r·cg·aL i o n . Two l esser altar·s and a cross may h ave 
b r.c n p os itio n e d :i. n a l i.n e clown t h e ce n tr·c of t h e, nave. A 
bi.shop' s c h air may h ave stood i.n t h e s quar e we st e nd. 

l nter·im r· e p o r ts 1 s h ow clear- Ly t h e danger· s a nd d ifficulties of 
interpreti ng a site i> e l·ore al l of it ca n b e excav at e d. Over a 
decade t h c, plan of t h e Old Minster varied l"r·om season to season, 
and eve n now over a quarter of t h e d esign i s s urmi se d by assum ­
i n g Lhe sout h e rn pilr· t. l ying unde r· Lh0. pr esent cath edr·a l to be 
a mirr·or·-imag·e o l" the n or·t h er· n par·L. 

lvt-:ST H"I LL, ULEY 

Wi n c h csLc r· Ol d Mi n ,-;t.c,r· 1vas bq, 11n from ,;cratch by a Saxo n king. 
J l. str·a cldl. ed Lh<> r·ui ns o l" 4th ce 11 t11 r·y Roman buildings bu i l t on a 
road b ou ndi.ng t h e south of t h e f" or· 11m of Venta 11e lgarum , so 
dir·<,ct co 11 ti 11wi.ty ot' us c, Ls r·at l1< , r l acking on this site . 
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A r e mar k ab l e exa mple of site co nti nu ity is fou nd , howeve r , back 
i n t h e Cotswo lds. Th e s ub jecL of a n ex h i bi t i o n i n Bristo l Mu seum 
i n 198 4 , West Hill Ul ey provi d es a ra r e exa m~ le of a riL u al area 
wh ic h ma d e t h e tra nsition not o nl y fro m nat i ve to Ro ma no- Britis h 
r eligio n , but also o n to Ch ristia n ity, 2 

Th e first major occupation of t h e site was p r obab l y in t h e 
early Iron Age. An ova l e n c l os u re was for med b y 1·o u r d itc hes, 
a nd t h at i t was "rit ual " is i n part s uggeste d by traces or a n 
exter n a l b a n k . 

In t h e ea rl y first ce nt u ry AD a r·ecta ngu l a r ti mb er bui lding was 
erected wi t h i n t he e n c l osu r e, a nd laLe r two other s ma ller 
timb e r st ructu res b uil t ove r· two or t h e n ow silted - up di. Lc hes. 
Three i n fa n t b u ria l s we r e ma d e, two as fo undatio n deposits i n a 
t imber st ructu re, a nd a p it co n tai ne d typ i ca l votive d e posi Ls. 

Ove r t h e n ext co up le of ce n t uri es, two ra n ges of sto ne bu il d ­
i n gs a nd a possible ( unexcavate d ) sto11 e tem pl e we r r co nstru cte d , 
a nd s ubsequ e n t l y d e mo l is he d. Th e n i n t h e mi ddl e o f t he fo u rt h 
ce n t u ry a templ e was erected ove r t he site o f t h e 1st ce n t ur y 
timber bu i ld i ng. Thi s was t h e foc us or a c ul t o r Merc u ry, evi­
e nced b y a l ta r s, figu ri nes, p ieces of a near· li fe-size statu e 
of t h e go d a nd t h e sacri f ice d remain s of Me r c ur y ' s a nim a l attri­
bu tes : goats, ra ms a nd coc k e r els . Two ranges of b u i ld i ngs were 
associated wit h t h is te mpl e . 

So fa r , Ul ey qu a lifies as a major r e li g i o u s f oc u s of t h e lro n 
Age a nd Ro ma n pe r iod, wit h t h e c u lt o r Mercur y typi ca l of t h e 
fo u rt h cen t ur y p aga n re v iva l. Bu t wh at ma k es Ul ey es pecia ll y 
inte r esti ng fo r u s i s t h e f u r t h er post-Roma n , Da r k Age u se of 
t he s i te . 

I n t h e l ate f o ur t h o r ea rl y fi ft h ce nt ur y a stone bu i ld i ng , 
6m by 4. 2m, was e r ected ove r t h e corner of t h e te mp le a nd o n 
t he same a l ignm e n t. ln te r esti n g l y it h as wh a t l oo ks lik e a 
s qu a r e-e nd e d c h a nce l i n t h e ma nn er o[ a Chr istian c hur c h , bu t, 
un li ke most c hur c hes, th e "east " e nd is to t h e south - west. 
What strongly s u ggests a no n - p aga n fou nd ation is t h e bu rial of 
mu tilated f r agme n ts of' t h e statue of Mer·c11ry i n a nd a r o und t h e 
building, a d ee pl y symbo l ic act. 

So u t h o f t h e " c hur c h" a n o p e n -si d e d polygo na l ston e structur e 
wa s erected , wh ose pu r pose is a mystery t o t h e excav ato r s. 

In tch c fit" t h ce n t ur y or l ate r , a n other " c hur c h" was bui l t o ver 
wh aL was t h e o pe n ce n tral are a or eel. l a of t h e ru i n e d templ e. 
Tlw a l i g nrnc n t 0 1· t h is was also odd: n ea r Ly n o r t h -sout h. La r ge 
po.s l. - pi Ls 0 11 L ·1 i_ ned t h r "n ave " ; t he " c h a ncel " h a d a n a p si d a l 
<' tHI ; Lh r " so u Lh porc h" was o r·i e n te cl to t h e n o r· t h -east ; a nd t wo 
a l l. ar·s o f" Merc u ry wc r·e d e liberately re- u sed in t he co n stru ctio n 
o f' a p s<' a nd po r·c h . 1 n a ddi tio n t here was a not he r o p e n- si d e d 
po l ygn n a ·1 s L r· 11 c Lu r e s<'c rn i ng l y associate d wit h t h is c hur c h , ev i­
cl, ·n c<' ci b y more post- p its . 

Bank s sc, p a r alcd Lh i_.-s n ew r eligiou s ce n tre fro m secul a r occupa­
t io n Lo t h e n o r·L h . And yet it i s i n terest in g t hat Christian s 
(w hat e l se co u Jd Lh ey be?) t h o u g h attempti ng to exo rc i se the 
s pir· i t, of" Mc t·c,ir·y s t il l c h ose to util i se t h e same site rat her 
t h an somewhere e l se i n t he vici n ity. Pope Grego r y at th e e nd 
of Lh e sixt h cc n t ,, ry recomm e nd e d t hat p aga n Ang l o-Saxo n temples 
be r· c,- 11 sed as Ch ristian c hu rc hes. At Uley t h e ru i nou s n atur e 
o r t h e Roma n te mpl e ma y hav e necessitated a comp romise: n ew 
b u jl d i ngs, hu t on si mi l ar al ,µ; n me n ts . 
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ARDNADAM 

A simil ar continuity of site u se seems to have occur r e d near 
Hol y Loc h , by Dunoon in Argyllshire. In Ar dnadam Glen t h e local 
Cowa l Archaeological Society h ave been excavating an e nclosure 
marke d on early OS map s as a buri a l ground.3 Befo r e the Iron 
Age t h e site was s ubj ect to flooding from t h e steep hill side 
a bove it, but after diversion of t h e h ill water i nto a burn, a 
turf and ston e wall was built to e nc lose a n Iron Age settlement. 

The enclosure, a bout 150 feet in diameter, c l ear l y showed the 
remains of a rectangular fo undation , a nd so the Cowa l Society 
was encouraged to search for a possible wooden predecessor under 
what appeared to b e a stone c h a pe l. (This is a similar situation 
to t h at met with by the Pendragon Society at Ll ane l e n. Incident­
a lly, both societies h ave bee n functioning for roughly the same 
l e ngth of time.) 

Above Neolit h ic domestic occupation (much di stu rbed b y floodi ng) 
was Iron Age occupation whic h included a n "above-ground sou­
terrain " attached to a roundhouse. 

What e merged after the Iron Age seeme d to suggest that t h e 
transi tion into the Early Christian per i od was smoot h e r t h a n 
might normall y be expected. The " above-ground souterra in" sur­
vived and mi g ht h ave b ecome the origin a l cell of t h e mon astic 
e nc lo s u re. 

Overlying t h e Iron Age roundhouse were traces of anot her circ­
cular structure , defined by a s l ee per trench. Was t his t h e 
origi n al c hur c h ? Soc kets for a possibl e tab l e altar were fou nd 
within it, a nd grave settings respected its limits . Sockets, 
possibly for standing crosses, were situated at t h e nor t h e rn 
e ntrance to t h e structure, a nd south of i t, adjacent to t h e 
"cell 11

• 

To the north east was what may hav e b een a cont e mpo rary struc ­
ture, delineated by a trench and turf wall, remini sce nt of the 
polygonal open-sided buildings at West Hill , Uley. 

Subs equent ly (9t h - 10th century) a rectangular c h a pe l , about 20 
by 15 feet, was built over part of the circular structure, with 
it s a l tar against the east wall. Post h o l es for roof supports 
were di scove r e d in the corners, suppo sedly of t h e 9th or 10th 
century . The si ngle e ntrance was in the so ut h wall. 

And what of the burial ground? The 40 -odd g raves were unu s ual. 
Some were aligned roughly east-west with the stone chapel, but 
others were NW-SE, the same alignment as a low quartz wall in 
the circular structure. No bones survive d , but these were 
c r ou c h ed burials, some in shallow ova l d e press i ons, surmounted 
by heart-shap e d stones, or with head- and foot-stones, others 
in diamond-sh a ped graves often outlined in whit e quartz, 

The religious use of t h e s it e seems to h ave end ed forcibly in 
t h e 11 t h or 12th century. The excavators suggest t hat t h e circ­
ular structure and the crouched burial s indicate t hat t h e typ e 
of Christians practising at Ardn a da m were Culdees. These we r e 
Celtic monks who sent t heir own way at the synod of Whitby in 
664, using rites a nd rituals derived fro m Irish sou r ces a nd , in 
t hi s particular case, influenced by Iron Age r eligious t h ought . 
Medieval Cat h olicism would ha ve fou nd t hi s anat h e ma, and so 
r e ligious (but notsecular) activity ceased at Ardnadam. 
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LLA NE LEN 

In t h e meantime t h e Pendragon Society h as bee n co ntinui n g i ts 
investigations at Llane l e n in the Gower, West Gl a morgan 
(int e rim reports availabl e fro m t he secreta ry) .4 Among ot h e r 
di scoveries in 1984 was t h e fi nd i ng of a timb er structur e 
( 6 ' 3 " by 4' 6 11

) indicated b y eight post h o l es, under the north­
west corn e r of the l ate r stone c h ape l. Th at this is rather 
earlier than t h e me dieva l c h ape l is in p art s uggeste d by the 
diff erenc e in a lig nme nt, a bout ENE, r at her than the u s u a l 
east -wes t . 

Th e older alignment is match e d b y a 12 ft long beam-slot run­
ning under the c rossi n g wall b e tween the nav e a nd the chancel 
of the stone c hap e l. 

This discov e ry i s quit e exc iting as it para ll e l s feat ures met 
with in at l east three othe r s ites, where s ma ll timber churches 
of Irish type a r e found under later sto n e c hape l s: 
1. Church Island, Co Ke rry; 2. Carnsore, Co We xford; 3, Ardwall 
Isle, Kirkcudb r ight. 5 The Carnsore c hurc h produce d a C-14 d ate 
of AD 660 which mi g ht suggest the l ate seventh- century for the 
Llanel e n structure too. 

BADBURY RINGS 

Thoug h i doubtful contender for Ba don , Arthur's twelfth 
battle, Ba dbu ry Rings is nevert he l ess ~n important Iron Age 
hillfort in Dorset . It i s a l so very popular, so popul'ar in fact 
that like Ston e h e n ge it was in d a nge r of destruction by the 
unwitting public . 

In 19 82 t h e Rings were b e queath e d to the Nat ional Trust, and 
for three month s in the s ummer of 1984 an army of volunteers 
ta kin g part in t h e Prince ' s Trust sc h e me descended to turn the 
ti d e of e rosion. 

La nd was fenced, a ca r park and walkways constructed, chalk 
ramparts r estore d a nd t h e area r eseed e d with grass. In s ummer 
19 85 s hee p will safe ly graze to consolidate the n ew turf, and 
visitors will b e allowed b ac k on to the summit.? 
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Whe n St Augustine was sent to Brita in in AD 596 h is mi ssio n was 
to preac h Christianity to the " Engli s h" or, as we wou ld say, to 
the Anglo-Saxons, for t h e parts of Britain wh ich were still 
i nde p e nde nt had been Chri stian for several ce n tu r ies. Augu sti n e 
a nd s ub se que nt mi ssionaries fro m Rome d isapprove d of some of 
the customs of the British Chri stia n s a nd de termine d to co n vert 
t h e m to Roman practices. 

The differe n ces were b asica lly ritual. There wer e for instanc e 
differing ri t ual s for b apt i sm, for t h e Mass , for t he co nsecra­
tion of bishops, a nd for t h e ord ination of deacons a nd pr iests. 
But the two t hings which particularly incens e d the Roma ns were 
t h e mann er in which the Britons observed Easter Sund ay and th e 
way they tonsured their hair. Th e r e was no s uggestion t hat t h e 
Britons e rred in Chri stian doctrine or h arboured heresies. 
Bede 1 i s careful to point this out, as for instance wher e h e 
says of t h e monks of I ona (I II 4) t h at alt hou g h t h ey fo ll owed 
the wrong rule for Easter "t hey d i li gently fol l owed wha tever 
pur e a nd devout customs they l earned in the prophets , t he 
Gospels, and t he writings of the Apost l es. " 

Most of t h e cont rov e r sy s ur ro unde d t h e observance of Easter, 
a nd refere nces to this in modern wor k s u s ually suggest that t he 
Britons were un ab l e to calc ul ate t h e correct dat e for it. For 
instance Sak l atva l a 2 says " Chri stians in Britain continue d to 
celebrate the Resurrection at a date di ffere nt fro m t ha t used 
b y the ir fellow Christians o n the continent" , a nd Arnolct3 says 
" Th e Celtic c hur c h followe d a procedur e for determining th e 
date of Easter whi c h was different from the procedure followe d 
by t he Roman c hur c h , a nd gave different results. " This, as we 
s h a ll see, is qui te unjustifi e d. 

DATING EASTER 

To rea ll y understand t h e controversy it is necessary to know 
how t h e dat e of Easter is determine d. The actual calendar time 
of Ch rist ' s crucifixion is known because t he Last Supper took 
place on the eve of t h e J ewish Passover, t he Crucifixion t h e 
next day (whi c h in t h at particular year was the J ewis h Sabbath) , 
and t h e Resurrection the fo llowing da y (~h ich would b e a Sunday 
by our reckoning). The Jewis h Passover is bas ed on the moon , 
and takes place on th e f ull moon (t h e fourteent h d ay of that 
moon) in the Jewish month of Nisa n. For brevity this is 
referred to as "14th Nisan". To match this da te to our cal e ndar 
we ha ve to fi nd t h e fourteenth day of th e first moon after the 
21st March. This full moon can occur on any day of the week 
and vary over about five weeks. Easter S und ay is then t he 
first Sunday after that full moon , and can occur on any Sun d ay 
from March 22nd to April 25th. 

Nisan 
0 7 14 21 LUNAR 

Eq uino x • C> 
6 Passover() 

22 24 26 28 30 3 5 7 9 1 1 1 3 1 5 1 7 19 21 2 3 25 SO LAR 

March April 
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During the ear ly years of Christi a nity Easter was celebrated on 
the Passover anniversary on whatever d ay of the week it h ap p e ne d 
to fal l. This must a lso ha ve been the case in Rome, for in AD 
14 3 Pop e Pius d e creed that Easter Day b e c h a nge d f rom the 
fourteenth d ay of t h e moo n to the s ub se que nt Sunday . The 
c hu rches of Asia would not agree to t h is change and in AD 197 
Pope Vi cto r threatened to excommuni cate t h e Eastern bishops who 
followed t heir own rul e . Polycarp , Bishop of Ephesus, refused 
to change, saying t hat t hey had eve r observed that day according 
to the Scriptures a nd t h e examples of SS Philip a nd John a nd 
hi s seven a n cestors before him. 

EASTER TABLES 

The Roman church found t h e correct dat e for Easter Sunda y b y the 
us e of Easter Tables. These consisted of a series of one-line 
e ntries of about eight items, begi nnin g with t h e AD number of 
the year a nd l eadin g through various notes a bout t he state of 
the moon to the dat e of "Nisan 14" and t hu s to t h e date on 
wh ich Easter Sunday wa s t o b e observed in that year. Once a 
number of years h a d bee n completed it was possi bl e to proj ect 
t he ca l c ul atio n s forward to cover hundr e ds of years into the 
future . 

At t he Council of Nicaea in AD 325 it was ordered that tables 
o n t he nineteen year basis s hould b e standard and that all 
Roma n c hur c hes s hould o b se rv e Easter in accordance with t h ese 
tables . Severa l di ffe r e nt sets of tables were ca lculated during 
the cent uries, perhaps t h e best kno wn of whi c h were those of 
Dionys ius Exiguus i n 525 ba sed on a nineteen year cycle of 
Alexandria. 

Bede mentions t hat at the time of the Synod of Whitby (AD 66 4) 
these tables were just a bout to reach their e nd. It seems t hat 
the Roman pre l ates were quit e mesme ri sed by t h ese tables, a nd 
r egarded t h e m as so marv e llous and recondit e that no- o n e cou ld 
hold Easter wit ho ut r ecourse to t he m. Actually of course any 
pastora l community whi c h regularly observed the mov e me nts of 
the moon a nd stars could work out t h e d ate of " Nisa n 14" 
from year to year with no di fficulty . 

In some modern accounts of the controversy between the Bri to ns 
a nd Romans concerning Easter one will fi nd l e ngthy di scu ssion s 
of reasons why the Britons did not hav e the correct tables and 
thus could not calculat e t h e correct d ate for Easter Sunda y; 
the i mpl ication being t h at they observed Easter at quit e diff­
e r e n t dates from t hose t h e Romans did. Th e r e is absolutely no 
foundation for this view. In all the accounts of t he d isputes 
given by Be d e--Augustine and the British bi s hop s, Archbishop 
Laure nc e and the Scots, Wilfrid at the Synod of Whitby, and 
Ceolfrid's l ette r to Nec htan , king of the Picts--the compl aint 
of t h e Romans was t hat t h e Britons kept Easter fro m the 14th 
to the 20t h d ay of t he moon inst ead o f from the 15th to t h e 
2 1st . In s ho rt it is obv iou s that t h e Britons calculated t h e 
same " Nisan 14" but d iffered fro m t h e Romans b y one day in 
their observance of Easter day. In a ny year when Nisan 14 fe ll 
on a weekday both crito n s a nd Roma ns would ce l e brate Easter 
Sund ay toget he r on t h e first Su nd ay after t hat d ay . But in the 
years wh e n Nisa n 14 itself fe ll on a Sunda y the Briton s would 
observe t hat day as Easte r Sunda y whilst the Roma ns waited 
u nti l the fo ll owi ng Sunday . Not only would t he r e be two Easter 
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Sunday s, seven d a ys a p a rt , but a l so Palm Sund ay and specified 
days of fast, etc, would b e r e p eated at different times. 

It should be observed here t hat Easter S und ay co uld o nl y fall 
on t h e exact lun a r anniversary of t h e Resurrect ion day if Nisa n 
14 fell on a Friday. In the years when t he Br ito n s o bserved 
Easter Sund ay on Ni san 14 and t h e Roma ns observed it a week 
later the Briton s we r e two day s in advance o f the exact a nni ­
versary and the Roma n s five days after i t . 

THE SYNOD OF WHITBY 

I t was t h e confusion ca used by t he celebrat ion of Easter Su nday 
on two consecutive Sundays at the court of King Oswy of North­
umbria which l ead to t h e Synod of Whitby in AD 664 . Oswy and 
NOrt humbri a had bee n converted to Christianity by Aidan a nd 
Ninian from Scotland who fo llowe d th e British c ustoms, but 
when Oswy married Eanfle d who came from Ke nt , s h e brought with 
h e r a priest from Kent, and followed t h e Ro ma n teachings. Bede 
says " Th e confusion in those day s wa s such that Easte r was 
somet ime s kept twice in one year, so that wh e n the King had 
ended Lent an d was kee ping Easter, the Quee n and her attendants 
we re sti ll fas ting and ke e ping Palm Sund ay " . Bede ' s use of the 
wo rd " sometimes" and account of t h e se v e n day s ' di fference be­
t ween the two Easte r s exact l y fits the circumstances of a year 
whe n Nisan 14 was on a Sunday, as out line d above. This kind of 
s ituation is not unique. In AD 445 the Roman and Alexandrian 
Easters were exactly sev e n days apart. Me rvyn St0ckwood in his 
r ecent autobiography4 reports on hi s visit to the Churc h of 
the Holy Sepulchre in 1963: "Worse still , the Eastern Churches 
hav e a diff e rent calenda r from ours, s o wh e n I was invited by 
the Roma n Cat holic Patriarch to sit ne xt to him at Hi gh Mass 
on East e r Day, others were celeb ra ting Palm Sunday. " 

However, Oswy was determin e d to hav e th e matt e r settled one 
way or t h e oth e r , and called a Synod at Whitby in AD 664 wher e 
representatives f rom ea ch s ide stated thei r case . Oswy finally 
decide d in fa vour of t he Roman si de, after which all the British 
c hurches slowly and unwillingly adopted t he Roman usages . 

The arguments brought ~orward on each side may be r e ad in Bede 
(III 25) but some of the stateme nts of Bishop Colman, who spoke 
for the British customs, are int e resti n g. He sai d that 

"his Easter customs were taught to him by hi s super­
iors ... all our forefat h ers observed the m ... it is 
r eco rde d t h at they owe their origin to St John." 

This is very simi lar to the an s wer given by Polycarp to Pope 
Vicotr in AD 197. 

Wilfrid, r e plying for the Roman c hur c h , agreed that John had 
followed the East e rn custom, b eginning Easte r on the fourteenth 
day , on what eve r day it fell, but St Peter wh e n at Rome h a d 
introduced the 15t h to 21st day observance . 

Co lman then asked whether they we re wrong to fol low Anatolius, 
who wrote t h at Easter s hould b e kept b etwee n the 14th. an~ 20th 
da ys of t he moon. Wilfrid r e pl ied that Colman 'ctid not und e r ­
stand a nd fo llow Anatolius correctly as he calculated by t h e 
Egyptian met hod a nd actuall y r eferred to t h e 15th a nd 2 1st days . 

Colman ' s r efe r e nce to Anatolius is significant. St Anatolius 
was bishop to Laodice a a nd died a bou t AD 282 . He wrot e a 
Greatise on t he calcu l ation of Easter by t h e n i n eteen ye a r 
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cycle; and a book has b een found in Britain entitled Liber 
Anatoli de ratione Paschali which is t h ought to have been 
written in England or Iona about AD 580-600.S It would thus 
appear that the Britons did hav e a guide to da ~ing Easter 
according to t h e ninetee n year cyc le, despite trequent asser­
tion s t h at they did not. 

THE GAULI SH CONNECTION 

We see t h at t h e British c hur c h observed Easter in a manner 
whi c h had b een aba ndon e d by the Roman c hur c h hundr e d s of yea r s 
before Augustine a rrive d , and from Colman's stateme nt wa s 
heavily influence d b y ideas fro m t he Eastern c h urc hes . Wh e n 
a nd whence did Britain receive Ch ri stianity? The British 
version is that in about AD 185 King Lucius wrote to Pop e 
Eleutherus asking him to send Chri stian teachers to Britai n, 
which h e did, with the r esult t hat kin g and country were con­
ve rt e d. 

There is, however, another possibil ity . In southern France 
(Gaul) there wa s a very l arge Chri st ian c hur c h with several 
b ishopri cs, h ead e d by Bishop Ire n ae u s of Vi e nn e . These 
Christians were quite sepa rat e fro m t h e R0man c hur c h, a nd 
cla ime d to h ave received t h eir Christi a nit y dir ect f rom the 
Apostles. They held St Jo hn to b e the source of their Ch r i s ­
tianity a nd followed ma ny Easte rn customs. Irenaeus was a close 
friend of Pol ycarp of Eph esus . If British Christ i a ni ty came 
from t h e Gaulish c hur c h i t would e xplain why Co lma n almost 
repeated Polycarp's reply to Pope Victor, why h e c laimed t h at 
the British Easter customs originated fro m St John, an d why h e 
c laime d to follow the Eastern bi s hop Anatolius. 

Th is does not necessarily invalidate t h e Eleuthe rus / Lucius 
stor y, for Eleutherus may not have sent teachers direct fro m 
Rome to Britain , but could ha ve aske d Irenaeu s to send some 
from the Gaulish c hur c h. There could h ave been many r eason s for 
this. Pe rhaps Romans we re not keen on goi ng to t he wild a nd . 
dange rous Britons, t h e Gau l s a nd Britons h a d some useful r ac i al 
affinities, p erhaps only amo n g t h e Gauls could be foun d 
teach ers who und e r stoo d the Ce l tic l anguage, perha ps El euth e ru s 
did not want to l ea p- frog over the Gauli s h church. In AD 197, 
when Polycarp refused to give up his Easter custo~s, Ir e n ae u s 
sent a letter to t h e Pope saying t hat h e was willing to co n­
for m to Rome . 6 It would a ppear therefore t hat if Briti s h 
Christianity came f r o m Gaul it was b efo r e Irenaeus adopted the 
Roman Easter, a nd so could have arr ived around t h e time the 
Lucius sto ry says it did. 
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The district of Wales known as the Gower according to l egend 
owes its name Guyr (Guhir) to a virg in ( gwyry). She was n amed 
Dulan, was immolate d ie kill e d i n sacrif ice to Saint Dub ­
ricius by h e r father Guorduc. Sh e was then cons ec r ated as a 
nun b y Dubri cius ! 

Thi s " saint" ha d strong l inks wit h Ger ma nus (Germa ns, Garmon), 
Bishop of Auxerre, who was se nt to Britain in 42 9 AD, a nd agai n 
in 444 or 447 , to stamp out the Pe lagian he resy, which h e did 
quite ruthlessly. A grant of l a nd was given to Archbishop Dub ­
ricius of Porth Tulon , in the region of Guhir, and in a Bull 
of Calixtus the n ame is gi ve n as Lann Tei liau Portulon. Ll a n 
Tei li au Portulan i s like ly to b e Caswell Ch a pel, now Llandeilo 
Ferwallt , o r Bi s h opston , in Gower. 

Llanrhidian, t he dist ri ct in whic h t he Pe ndragon Llanelen dig 
is taking place, is named afte r Tri nihid , sa id to be St Iltut's 
wife. Iltut is a l so t h ought to be a di scip l e of Germanus, an d 
h e l eft hi s wif e to b eco me a teacher and holy man. The story 
goes t hat Trinihid was a most c haste woman, who l e d a si n gle 
life after h e r husband separated from h er . Sh e c hose a place 
to dwe ll , constructing a cel l , and an oratory . Her time wa s 
spent in prayer a nd do i ng goo d works, r e li e ving the n eed y an d 
supporti ng widows a nd nun s . Trin i hid did not eat until the 
n i n t h hour when she partook of barl ey brea d and water. 

One day s he went to see he r husband, Iltut, but t h e man s h e saw 
digging a nd l ooking dirty was far differ e nt fro m t he handsome 
so ldier s he onc e kn e w. Iltut did not speak to Trinihid when s h e 
ca ll e d him , and s h e lost he r sight as a punishment for her un­
called-for vi sit . However, she soo n regaine d her sigh t, but her 
face wa s pallid as if wit h fever . Trinihid r eturn e d to h e r 
place and never visited t h e famous Iltut agai n , fea ring to 
invoke h is di s pl easur e . 1 
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THE BUTTER WELL 

In t he p a ri s h of Ll anrh idian t here was a holy well of Iltut re­
ferre d to in the Annals of Margam, 11 85 : 

"In the same year" (a s the siege of Neath) " a bout the feast 
of John the Baptist an extraord i nary thing h a ppe ne d no t far 
fro m the said castle (Neath). In t he di st rict known as Gower 
in a villa name d Ll a nrhidian on We dnesday there was a copious 
flow of milk last ing about three hours from a certain foun­
tain, which the inhabitants of the place called the fountain 
of St Iltut. Several persons who were there state that they 
saw with wonder the we ll c ontinue to pour forth milk whil e 
butter was forming on the e d ge of the spring." 

(Which is rather similar to the three drops of milk which fell 
into the open mouth of St Bernard of Clairvaux fro m the breast 
of the Black Madonna of Chatillon. Margam Abbey, south east of 
Port Talbot, wa s founded in 114 7 b y Rob e rt Earl of Gloucester 
as a direc t colony of Clairvaux.) 

THE BUTTER BELL 

On a steep hill l ea din g to Ll a ndaff, Cardiff, was a ffyn non 
(well, fountain) of St Teilo. The l ege nd of t he butter washed 
in this well, a nd c h a nge d into a gilt b e ll (cow-bell?), pre­
serv e d in Llandaff Cathedral in the Middl e Ages, goes as 
fo llows : 

"A maide c l e ne 
clansede her bater bi a welles streme 
sein te lyon her b e d him 3uf drink anon ... 
& in for m of a bell ye bate r togader c l a nge ... 
in ye c hur c h a l a ndaf t hulk vessel is." 

(Co mpa re St Bridget milk ing h er cow on t h e top of Gl astonbury 
Tor . These old dun cows usually disappear into lakes when they 
are ca ll e d b y their mist r ess . Does s h e ring a butter bell?) 

THE TITTY BELL 

Kin g Arthur was holding hi s court at Loug hor, and a b a by a few 
d ays old was broug ht to him. The child (Cenydd, or Ke nnet h) was 
cri ppl e d in on e l eg, a nd h ad b ee n born from an incest uous re­
l ation s hip--a father h a d sedu ced his own daug ht e r. Arthur's 
co un sel lors advised him that s uch a child co nceive d in this way 
must b e e vil and t herefor e s hould be kill e d , but Arthur decide d 
t hat ''God" a lon e s hould decree t he child's destiny . The baby 
was put in a wicker cradle a nd place d in the River Loughor. 

A great ga l e blew that night and the cradle was s ma s h e d to 
pieces off Worm's Head . The little mite was saved fro m death b y 
t h e d eagulls , who caught him in their talons a nd carried him to 
t h e top of the cliffs, ma k i n g a b e d of t h e ir own feat hers to 
protect the bab y from t h e weather. This lasted for an "octave" , 
or eight days. 

On the ninth d ay an a nge l fro m heaven, carrying a great brass 
b e ll, came to the baby, a nd plac e d the b e ll b y him. The bell 
had a br e ast, and wh e n the c hild needed milk h e sucked the 
b e ll. Years lat e r the b e ll was kept in th e c hap e l at Burry 
Holm s and it was ca lle d by the local p e opl e the Titty Bell. 

A hind then appeared at Worm's Hea d , who suckled t h e c hild. 
Late r the angel a ppeared again a nd told Ce nydd to eat five 
herbs which g r ew there, and to stay at Worm's Head until he 
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r ece ived further instructions. 

Eighteen years passe d an d Cenydd c ro sse d fro m Worm's Hea d, at 
low water, to the mainland , where h e fou nd a spri ng a nd made 
his dwe lling of ro c k s at Burry Holms . The n a me of Saint Cenyd d 
remains at the village of Llange nnith .2 

NOTES 

1. G H Doble, Lives of the Welsh Saints (ed D Simon Evans , Cardiff 1971) 

2. Showell Styles, Welsh v/alks and Legends (Mayflower-Granada) 
R D Webster, "The Peculiar Geometry of the Gower" ( 1981) in Pendragon 

XIV 4. The Titty Bell was kept at the chapel, Burry Holms, at the apex 
of the Christian and Pre-Christian Sites I triangl es , with Llanelen and 
Oxwich castle/church. 

• Letter 
* From PR Dearing Lambert, 

Nuneaton: 

I was vastly intrigued by Roger 
Webster's "The Hors e at Badon" 
(Summer 1 8 2, Vol XV No 3). 
I enclose a copy of a l e tter of 
mine in The Guardian (4.6 .83 ): 

"I have int e r este d myse lf for 
s ome time in the quest ion of 
whether st irrups we r e known to 
the Romans , or ... at l east to the 
heavy cavalry of the lat e East­
ern Empire. My e dition of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica asserts 
that the stirrup wa s introduced 
into Europe by Charles Martel in 
AD 7 30 ... In Trav e l in the 
Ancient World, Lione l Casson 
asserts (it) "did not come into 
use· in Europe until the ninth 
century AD." Aske d a bout it last 
ye ar the Professo r of Roman Hist ­
o ry at Oxford University con­
firmed this orthodox view. 

By contrast virtually eve r y 
modern fictional account of King 
Arthur r e present s him as a 
Romano-Bri tis h l eader of a small 
force of heavy cava lry us ing the 
st irrup .. . Alfred Dugga n started 
it in Conscience of the King. 

Duggan rightly perce ive d that 
the we akness of this hypothes is 
is the unlike lihood of the 
availability in these islands of 
s uitably large hor ses ... Hi stor­
ians are to blame for e mphasis­
ing the mili ta r y importance o f 
the st irrup (putting it, instead 
of a cart, b efo r e t he horse) ... ~ 
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You will see t hat I do not 
s h a r e Mr Webster's view of 
the question of s tirrups as 
"v exe d a nd tedious" ... 

a Any comme nt s? Our corres­
ponde nt would like to hear 
of r efe rences to work done in 
the past along the se lines . 



Stories or dragons must he 
amongst the most wide-spread or 
any told in Britain. In Wales, 
of course, the dragon is famil­
iar in his heraldic form or a 
four-legged, winged heast, and 
the story or how this became the 
emblem or the Principality is 
part or our folk-lore. It com­
mences with Lludd and his 
brother Llevelys and the burial 
of the sleeping red and white 
dragons in a stron g place so 
that "no pla9ue shall come to 
the Island or 13ritain from 
elsewhere". The rousing and 
suhsequent combat of these dra­
gons led to the a c quaintance or 
Vortigern and Merlin, and so to 
the legends of King Arthur . 

Here in the Vale of Glamorgan 
we appear to have once bred a 
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unique race of dragons , or more 
accurately " winged serpents " . 
Perhaps a transition between 
the " worm " and "flying lizard" 
types of so many stories. 
Unlike the majority of dragon 
stories, there are in the Vale 
no traditions of a loc al hero 
sallying forth to do battle 
with a nightmare ad ver sary. No 
overtones of good overcoming 
evil, of Christianity triumphant 
over the "ancient religion" . 
Our winged serpents were not 
big enough apparently to terror­
ise maiden or man, they had not 
a puff or smoke between them, 
and they appear to have been 
exterminated merely because of 
their being "as bad as foxes 
for poultry ". 

These stories also differ from 

the more familiar type in that 
they are not set in the medieval 
atmosphere where reli g ion and 
witchcraft were intermingled. 
bu t were recorded at the begin ­
ning of this cen tury . One old 
man who died only a few years 
before the end of the ni~eteenth 
ce ntury speaks of them as being 
regarded as vermin by the farm­
ing population. He lived at 
Penllyne in the Vale of Glamor­
gan and is recorded as relating 
that in his boyhood the woods 
around Penllyne Castle were 
freq uented by these winged ser­
pents. He described them as 
being very beautiful. They were 
coil ed when resting, and 
" looked as though they were 
covered with jewels of all 
sorts. Some of them had cres ts 
sparkling with all the co lours 
of the rainbow". When disturbed, 
the y would not attack but 
glided swiftly away "sparkling 
all over " to their hiding place. 
When angry, they "flew over 
people's heads with out-spread 
wings bright, and sometimes 
eyes, too, like the feathers in 
a peacock ' s tail . " 

An old woman who was taken on 
vis its to Penmark Place in her 
early childhood recalled many 
people talking of the ravages 
of winged serpents in that 
area. She described them as 
being very similar to those 
seen by the old man at Penlynne. 
There was a " King and Queen" in 
the woods around Penmark, and 
"more of them in the woods 
around Bewper" (Beaupre). 
Stories were told that whenever 
these creatures were to be 
seen, there " was sure to be 
buried money or something of 
value" near by. 

Her grandfather told a story of 
an encounter with one of these 
beautiful creatures at Porth ­
kerry Park. He and his brother 
"made up their minds to catch 
one, a nd watched a whole day 
for the serpent to rise. Then 
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they shot at it and the creature 
fell wounded, only to rise and 
attack my uncle, beating him 
about the head with its wings". 
After a fierce f ight the ser­
pent was killed and the skin 
and feathers kept as trophies. 
She had seen these , but a f ter 
the grandfather's death they 
were thrown away. That serpent 
was notorious " as any fox" in 
the f armyards and cove~s around 
Penmark. 

Despite its association with 
Celtic saints and its famous 
monastery, Llancarfan also had 
a reputation for being haunted 
by winged serpents and other 
reptil~s, while the neighbour­
ing parish of St Donat's was 
clear of any of these vermin. 
Tradition says that they cou ld 
not penetrate here, for in long 
ages past Irish earth was 
mingled with the soil! 

Dragonesque ribbon-animal from a 
cross-shaft, Penally, Pembrokeshire 
(now Dyfed): after Nash-Williams 



The Weeting Knife is far less well-known than, for instance, the Stone of 
Scone, the Loch Ness Monster, the Lia Fail, which is still on 
Tara Hill, or Stonehenge. It is a tiny thing, just two and a 
quarter inches long. Yet its significance outweighs all the 
others by far. It is a relic of a battle that most "authori­
ties" on early English history have never heard of: the Battle 
of Stamford. Not Stamford Bridge in Yorkshire in 1066, where 
King Har.old Godwineson wiped out the Norse invading army of 
Harald Sigurdsson Hardrada, but Stamford on the River Welland 
in the extreme south of Lincolnshire. 

This battle was fought in the late summer of AD 429. It was not 
a great battle in the numbers involved. J B Bury estimated that 
the greater Continental battles of the Dark Ages involved about 
20,000 men on each side (certainly too low a number for Cata­
launian Plains, Nedao and Adrianople). At Stamford-on-Welland, 
since it was the climactic battle of a desperately contested 
war involving the Irish, the Scots (then called Picts), English 
and Welsh it is barely possible that if all who fought there 
that day had been lined up and counted, the total on BOTH sides 
might have come to 10,000. I doubt it very much. I would 
suggest about a thousand Irish and five thousand Picts--six 
thousand men in all--on one side against at most about twelve 
hundred English and three or four thousa~d Welsh.' 

A mere skirmish? Of course, if numbers are all you look at. But 
all Britain then held possibly two mill ion people, while in 
1970 it was 54 million. 

But the really important ' fact here is that what is referred to 
as "the working classes 11 or 11 the lower classes 11

, or 11 the masses" 
(them asses) TOOK NO PART IN WAR. War was then truly the sport 
of kings and their retainers, well-born ·gentlemen (some of them 
in extremely reduced circumstances) eager to recite their 
pedigrees (real or invented) over some alcoholic beverage at 
such length that no one but the speaker would be awake when he 
triumphantly reached its conclusion, "the son of the Red Lion 
the son of the Wren" or perhaps"· .. the daughter of Finnabai~, 
the daughter of Medb", for many folk still preferred maternal 
descent. There were no recruiting sergeants, no nonsense about 
"Your Country Needs You". In war, the Common Man was expected 
to stay out of his betters' way, and in most cases he was happy 
to oblige. So one man then was worth a thousand now. (This is 
undeniable. See The Origin of the English Nation by H Munro 
Chadwick, published in 1924 and still not fully understood, 
even by his pupils. ) 

This is the basis for my claim that the Battle of Stamford-on­
Welland is the main reason that we THINK we speak English 
today. As against this, a case can be made for the weary feet 
of St A~gustine of Canterbury at Chester in 603, but we will 
not go into that. Our actual ancestry has very little to do 
with the language we speak, as the presence of blacks should 
remind us. 

(By the merest accident I know a large portion of my ancestry 
--have no fear; I am not going to give you even a smidgeon of 
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it. My point is that a few of my ancestors, on the day that 
King Edward the Confessor was alive and dead, were able, if 
urgently called upon, to say a few words of what they would 
have stoutly insisted was English. Does this make me an Anglo­
Saxon? Certainly not. According to the tale they told (and 
their neighbors agreed with them) they had come, not from 
Angeln in Schleswig but straight from Hell, and they could 
point to the hole where they had emerged, now the Devil's Beef 
Tub at the head of Annan Water in Dumfriesshire.) 

Enough of that. We are dealing with the Battle of Stamford and 
I do not think any of my forebears had any part in it. If they 
did, they would have been counted as Welshmen Britons 
Cymry. ' • ' 

I am going to totally eliminate footnotes, and hold references 
to sources to an irreducible minimum. But the Weeting Knife, 
despite its importance, is so little known that an exception 
has to be made. 

The Weeting Knife was a "surf ace find" (it was not dug up) at 
Weeting in Norfolk, England. It was published for the first 
time in The Antiquaries Journal, XXXII (1952) 7lf, attracting 
very little attention, even among the learned. Like Sherlock 
Holmes' 11 incident of the dog in the night time 11 

( who did no-
thing), a certain amount of elementary ~atiocination is re­
quired, plus the knowledge of a few facts. 

Being (a) bone-lazy, and (b) apparently sick unto death, I 
left its explication to others--who apparently turned out to 
be either lazier, sicker or more stupid than myself (all three 
possibilities extremely hard to believe). Eighteen years have 
passed and with them my weariness and sickness. Instead of be­
ing eighteen years older, I feel several thou~and years 
younger. So now I take up the challenge. 

Let me give warning--this is not going to be simple. We have 
to explore an enormously complicated series of events, extend­
ing from Denmark to Connacht and from the Shetlands to what is 
now the Ukraine. On the other hand, this quest leads us back 
to a younger world, a barbarian world in which men cared very 
little for the twin gods of modern mankind--Money and Sex. Of 
course they could be greedy and they could be lustful: they 
were our ancestors, however much they may writhe at the thought. 
But they were far more concerned with such archaic concepts as 
courage and honor, truth and loyalty ... 

The words are siill c~rrent, even if what they stand for has 
been forgotten. Attila the Hun, St Augustine of Hippo and his 
far greater rival, Pelagius the Heresiarch--all men of the Fifth 
Century--however bitterly they were divided, took those things 
seriously. For example, there was a Gothic king, probably a 
heathen, for Christians still remembered not to curse, who 
hated Attila so bitterly that he went to the length of having 
a bracteate (a medal like a very large coin) struck of pure 
gold, inscribed with ~unes reading 

HAIUHAH AITILA FAUAUISA GIBUANA 
( "Be hanged, Attila· of few gifts! 11

). It was his very carefully 
considered opinion that Attila should hang, "ride Wodan's 
horse", because he was not generous. St Augustine is known to 
have bribed bishops with fine riding-horses to cast their votes 
against Pelagius on the question of whether grace--the ability 
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to do the right thing at the right time--was a faculty potential 
in all men everywhere, as Pelagius insisted, or was given to 
only a few men, at the undeserved whim of an inscrutable God, 
as Augustine thundered. Men actually took such things SERIOUS LY 
in the Fifth Ce ntury . They were willing to bribe and willing 
to kill for such considerations. Heathe n and Christian alike, 
they were willing not only to kill but equally if not mor e 
willing to take their chances of being kill e d, not for lebens­
raum, not for the dictatorship of the proletariat, not~ 
Freud or Marx or Hitl e r but for concepts of honor and righteous­
ness. I like that. 

Back to the Weeting Knife, which is now, I suppose, in the 
Cambridge Ethnological Museum, of which my friend Tom Leth­
bridge, of happy memory, was once Curator. It is the h andle of a 
sgia n dub, or in the orthography of the Sassenach, a skene duff , 
a "black (deadly) dagger ", very handy at close quarters . It was 
c ut fro m the tine of a Re d Deer antler, and fitted to an iron 
blade which has almost completely rusted away. While it was 
sti ll a very us eful weapon, a message was scratched into the 
bone, and is still readable. This is how it looks: 

I 
Ill UI llllrr, 111 Ill 1111 IW r, :111,111 111# n m ' II 

Th ese marks are Ogam l ette rs, t h e craft of the old Celtic god, 
Ogmios. Until very r ecently it was an accepted archaeological 
doctrine that these l etters ~ere invented in Munste r (Gaelic 
Mumu, Mumain) in the south of Ireland about AD 200 . Now, t h anks 
to Prof Barry Fell, a Harvard marine biologist (now b ei ng given 
a rough time for stepping outside his proper niche), in his 
e pochal book , America BC (1978), the claim made by the Book of 
Ballymote that Ogams are far older has b ee n fully established 
by Fell and his co-workers. In their earlier, pure ly consonantal 
form, Ogams have bee n found in Spain, Portugal a nd New England. 

The Ogam nicks on the skene-handle spill a perfectly understand­
a ble if arc haic Gaelic sentence : 

ULUCU VUTE COVU MI TELEG. 
In order to make it eas i er for modern, Sassenach-speaking Gaels , 
I will r e peat it in mod e rnized spelli ng: 

ULUC FADA CU MI TULACH. 
Easy, eh? Never mind , I will explain- -a littl e l eter . In th~ 
meanwhil e, keep r eca lling that Weeting is in West Norfolk, which 
may well have bee n a part of Gaedeltacht in the Bron ze Age, be ­
fore 800 BC, but neve r s ince. But the Weeting Knife is not 
THAT old, or it would run: * ULC VT CVM TLQU. 

Th e Weeting Knife has a sto ry to tell, and it has to ld it to 
me, just as the Whit e Goddess to ld h e r story to Robert Graves as 
h e h e ld a West African obeah figure and as the monks -of me di eval 
Glastonbury told theirs to Bligh Bond , and other fo lk of the 
far past still v e ry much a live on another pl a n e are now telling 
their stories to General Scott Elliott. This is not the first 
s uch myst e ry that I hav e solved, nor even the tenth. I will cite 
only one. In his Window to the Past Hans Holze r has told how I 
g uide d him to the lost grave of King Cerdic of Wessex . Th e n , 
I drea me d the solution. I nee d e d no drea m to so lve the Weet ing 
Knife, nor (I think) any ES P. It was simply a matter of putting 
a large number of disparate bits of information toget her . 
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(This article will be concluded i n a future issue.) 

Paul Karlsson Johnstone, 5310 N Euclid, St Louis MO 63115 , USA is the author 
of: The Rusted Blade (1948), Up, Red Dragon ! (1950) , The Real King Arthur 
(1967) , Escape from Attila (1969) and the articles "A Consular Chronology 
of Dark Age Britain" in Antiquity (1962), "Why Rome Fell" in Harper's, 
"King Arthur's Si lverware" in Stonehenge Viewpoint (1979) and "0rigins of 
the Norse Pantheon" in The Dragon ( 1979). 

The article in The Antiquaries Journal i s a note by Mr R Rainbird Clarke, 
FSA : "An Ogham inscribed knife-handle from south-west Norfolk" (71- 3 and 
Plate XXIII) . The find er, Mr R F Parrott, presented i _t to Norwich Castle 
Museum in 1950. 

The Ogham "alphabet": 

HDTCQ AOU E 1 

I U Ill 1111 IDIIJJIIJl 111111111111111 
I 11111 1111 11111 / 

B L F 5 N M G N9 St R 
V X 

The Weeting Knife Interpretation 

ffe11111111 1111 Ill Ill Ill 111 u~a1111 llHHn mif 
(U)L U C. UV U TE C (?OVUM)I TE L E G 

Knif e handle alignments: 

2 
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l'ChUR G~ 

of che HO)lCh ~ . 
• ~o ~fll~S 

"King Arthur lies in 
merr ie Carlis le" 

--from a ballad in 
Percy 's Re l igues 

In front of a NO SMOKING sign 
writ large and clear, the 
Chairman of the Friends of 
Whitehaven Museum endeavoured 
to light a pipe of heroic pro­
portions. The room slowly 
filled with smoke, and also 
with people as the Friends of 
the Museum, and also their own 
friends, gathered for the 
evening's lecture. The Curator 
called for extra chairs, which 
were borne in with smothered 
oaths by aged men dressed as 
museum attendants. Only twenty 
minutes a f ter the advertised 
time, it was announced that 
Mr Thomas Clare, the Cumbrian 
County Archaeologist, wou ld 
speak about "King Arthur and 
the Lost Kingdom of Rheged". 

The audience composed itself: 
earnest seekers after Arthurian 
truth, such as myself, to 
listen and take notes; others, 
who had accompanied the afore­
mentioned earnest seekers for 
various reasons unconnected 
with Arthur, contemplated the 
cases of stuffed birds ranged 
along the walls, or dozed 
fitfully. 

URIEN OF RHEGED 

Mr Clare developed his theory, 
that King Arthur was none other 
than King Urien of Rheged, 
quoting a wealth of well-chosen 

references. He explained to us 
how Urien, with the aid of his 
son Owain and Owain's natural 
son Kentigern (known to the 
Scots as Saint Mungo, no doubt 
for some good reason), advanced 
north and south from their 
homeland in the southern hinter­
land of the Salway Firth. 

Finally, he said, they estab­
lished an " empire" stretching 
from Strathclyde to Powys; and 
then they took on the Anglians 
of Northumbria, with only mod­
erate success. 

However, it was not conflict 
against the Anglians which 
brought down King Urien and his 
relations, but Christian · versus 
Pagan dissension among the 
Britons, culminating in the 
fateful battle of Arthuret, 
which our lecturer placed near 
Caerlaverock Castle on the 
north shore of the Solway Firth. 

ARTHUR 1S CHAMBER 

Having got so far, he then 
brought in certain north country 
traditions about Arthur, which 
may be found in a recent book.l 
Here the author postulates that 
the battle of Camlann took 
place near the lower reaches of 
the River Eden, perhaps around 
Camboglanna on the Roman Wall, 
now known as Birdoswald. The 
sorely wounded Arthur is em ­
barked for passage round the 
Cumbrian coast to Ravensglass, 
where the walls of a Roman 
building still impressively 
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stand. 

Local tradition has it that 
this was a bath-house adjoining 
a Roman fort demolished in 
building the coastal railway, 
and that it was in the Dark 
Ages the palace of a certain 
King Eveling . 2 Moreover it is 
identified with the Castle 
Perilous of medieval Arthurian 
lore. Certainly there is an 
interesting reference to it -­
and incidentally to Carlisle- ­
in a charter of Henry II of 
about 11 75 AD: 

11 ••• near St Cuthbert' s Church 
where stood an antient build­
ing called Arthur's Chamber ... 
part of the mansion house of 
King Arthur ... also other 
antient buildings called 
Lyons Yardes . .. remembered in 
the history of Arthur ... the 
ruins whereof are yet to be 
seen. . . at Raveng lass ... " 

"Lyons Yardes" is translated by 
Carruthers into "Livan's Garde", 
that is to say a precinct of a 
Celtic water nymph. So the 
mystic final journey of Arthur 
is perhaps in the care of the 
sea - goddess ("white her shoul ­
ders, white as sea-foam") and 
her maidens, to Avalon the 
blessed land where heroes live 
immortally. 

While in Carlisle for a day I 
looked for a possible site of 
Arthur's Chamber. Recent excav­
ations3 have established that 
Carlisle was not abandoned 
after the Romans left, as had 
been accepted from literary 
sources, but a focus of settle­
ment remained around St Cuth­
bert ' s Church. The "mansion 
house" may well have been 
across the Roman road f rom St 
Cuthbert 's Church, on the site 
of the present Crown and Mitre 
hotle, or the former Angel Inn 
adjoining now occupied by a 
radio shop . 

But what of Mr Clare's theory 
that pins the Arthur of popular 
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northern tradition to a speci ­
fic historical character , namely 
Urien of Rheged? 

DISCREPANCY 

The main objection is in the 
dates: Urien died at Lindisfarne 
in 585 AD, says Carruthers, and 
the Welsh Annals give 5 3 7 as 
the date of the battle of Caro­
lann, at which "Arthur and Mor- · 
dred fell". It would require a 
competent historian to comment 
further, but I did observe that 
Mr Clare passed over the dis­
crepancy with a dismissive wave 
of the hand. 

And he did not make it clear to 
me if he considers the battles 
of Arthuret and Camlann to be 
the same event, only commenting 
that Carolann is not listed as 
one o f Arthur's battles in the 
Historia Brittonurn . Moreover 
Merlin is said to have been 
present at Arthuret, which adds 
another dimension to the problem 
of dating. 

With regard to the notable ex­
pansion of Rheged, upon which 
the fame of Urien/Arthur 
depends, this is not attested 
in the standard historical 
works which I have consulted. 
For example, Peter Hunter Blair 
in his Roman Britain and Early 
England (Nelson 1963) simply 
reads on page 154 11 •• • kingdom of 
Rheged, comprising parts of 
south west Scotland and possibly 
parts of Cumber land. 11 

TITLE 

Towards the end of his thought­
provoking talk, Mr Clare said 
that the bards who moved south 
out of Rheged into Wales, under 
Anglo- Saxon pressure, called 
King Urien "Arthur" meaning 
"the Bear of the North". In 
thinking about this, it seems 
possible to me that "Arthur" may 
indeed have first been a title 
given to more than one hero, 
rather than the original name 
of an individual . After all, the 



oracular priestess at Cuma was 
called "The Sybil", and this 
former title is now a name given 
to many girl babies. So the 
title of Arthur applied to a 
succession of "Bears" may have 
become the Christian name known 
to have been given among the 
princely families of Wales .from 
late in the 6th century. 

NOTES 
1. F J Carruthers People Called 

Cumbri (Lowe and Brydone 1979) 
2. ibid p 92-92. "Eve ling" has 

b~equated with "Avalon/, 
and going somewhat further 
with "Avalloc" a Celtic god 
of th e afterworld 

3 . Mike McCarthy Carlisle: a 
Frontier City (Carlisle City 
Council 1980) 

Below Arthur's Chamber, from a photo 
by Steven Banks. 
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Researcher Dr Sidney Hart has 
announced a competition for 
the best essay on why a faculty 
of Arthurian Studies should be 
set up at a West Country uni­
versity. The winning essay, 
which should be 20,000 words 
long with illustrations, maps 
and tables, would b e eligible 
for a prize of £ 1000 if sub­
mitt e d before July 31st 19 86 . 

He is to publish One in Specyal 
et a l: Immortalizers of King 
Arthur on September 3rd at 
£5.95, from his own firm, 
Three Golden Crowns (Y Bwlch, 
Evancoyd, Presteigne, Powys). 

On the same day , the Post Off­
ice is to issue four n ew 
stamps on Arthurian themes, in­
cluding King Arthur & Merlin 
(17p) and The Lady of the Lake 
(22p), to designs by Yvonn e 
Gilbert. Like Dr Hart's enter­
prise, this is to mark the 
500th anniversary of the print­
ing of Malory's Morte D'Arthur. 

( Bristol Evening Post, 11 The 
Round Table and a chair ... 11 

by Paul Fluck 31 .7. 85, and The 
Times 17.7.85: Kate Pollard 
and Peter Ratazzi.) 

THE 
PLANTARD 

GRAIL. 
PAUL 

SMITH. 
Just exact ly ~hat l P- d Pierre Plantard to form the Priory of 

Sion in 1956 might never be known. The original statutes of 
the organisation were first de posited at the Sub-Prefecture 
in Saint-Julien-en-Genvois on May 7th 1956. 

Under Article Two the statutes declare that the Priory of Sion 
has the subtitle C.I.R.C.U.I.T. 1 , it being also the name of the 
organisation's companion magazine , which was describ e d as the 
Bulletin of Information of the Organisation for the Defence and 
Rights of Liberty for Low-Cost Homes. The first issue (with its 
maiden article entitled II F j rst Steps . .. 11

) is dated 2 7th May 19 56. 

Curiously, the magazine descri bes itself as being issued from 
Sous-Cassan, Annemaise, which is near the Swiss border and 
close to Geneva. Why did Plantard choose this geographical 
location to form his organisation? And why the importance 
behind the name of CIRCUIT? 

The answer is provided in The Holy Blood and the Holy Grail, 
where Perceval's origins are analysed. According to Chretien 
de Troyes' account, Perceval was born in 11 Scaudone 11 or 
11 Sinadon 11

• According to Wolfram von Eschenbach's accou~t, 
Parzival came from 11 Waleis 11

• It so transpires that 11 Scaudone 11 

and 11 Sinadon 11 are both names alluding to Sidonensis, the mod­
ern name of which is Sion--the capital of the Valais in 
Switzerland on the shores of Lake Leman to the east of Geneva 
( 

11 Waleis 11 being Valais). 

The region in question is indeed both mountainous and is in­
habited by French-speaking people. However, the credibility 
of the authors' research ability is called into question when 
reading the next paragraph of their book , where it is claimed 
that Der Junge Titurel was Wolfram von Eschenbach's "most am­
bitious work", when in fact it was written by Albrecht von 
Scharffenberg in 1270!2 

The Priory of Sion made the following declaration of its 
existence during the week of July 20th 1956 to the French 
government publication Journal Officiel (Number 167): 

"June 25th, 1956. Declaration to the Sub-Prefecture 
of Saint-Julien-en-Genevois. Priory of Sion. Objectives• 
studies and mutual aid to members. Head Office: . Sous­
Cassan, Annemasse , Haute Savoie." 

A second series of CIRCUIT appeared in 1959, described as 
being the Cultural Periodical o.f the French Forces I Federa­
tion. So far, there is no indication that Pierre Plantard knew 
anything about the Rennes-le-Chlteau mystery ; Indeed, accord-
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ing to the Priory of Sion's original statutes it was a right­
wing Catholic organisation deriving its name from the 
Montagne de Sion in Haute Savoie, where they planned to build 
a centre. 

In 1961 Pierre Plantard wrote a letter of e nquiry to Gerard 
de Sede asking him if he would be willing to write about the 
Gisors mystery3, using him as an authority. The result was 
Gerard de Sede's 1962 book The Templars Are Among Us. It was 
in that book that the early mythological history of the Priory 
of Sion first began to be formulated4. In short, Plantard had 
"ambushed" the Gisors mystery and had tried to weave it into 
his organisation's mythology. 

In 1962 there appeared a book by Robert Charroux entitled 
Treasures Of The World, which contained a chapter on the mys­
tery of Rennes-le-Chateau. Two years later, the very first 
Priory Docume nt made its appearance in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale. It was e ntitl e d "Genealogy of the Merovingian kings 
and origins of various French and foreign famillea of Merovin­
vingian roots according to Abbe Pichon , Dr Her v e and the Abbe 
Sauniere's parchments, he bei ng of Rennes-le-Ch1iteau (Aude)". 

This work contained detailed genealogies concerning the sur­
vival of the line of King Dagobert II, which had intermarried 
with most of Europe ' s noble families--but thattlri·e ,tcue lineal 
descent had been preserved by the Hous e of Plantard (FALSE}~ Of 
more interest howeve r was the short essay e ntitled "The Enigma 
of Rhedae" , which gave an account of B~ranger Sauniere's dis­
covery of hidden parchments (FALSE), and how he went to Paris 
to get them decipher e d (FALSE). The same year that Priory Doc­
ument was deposited in the Biblioth~que Nationale, Philippe d e 
Cherisey, an associate of Pierre Plantard, forged the parch­
ments which had allegedly become dis:::overed by Be ranger Sauni~re. 
The mystery of Rennes-le-Chateau had b ee n firmly embroidered 
within the mythology of the Priory of Sion ... 

During the following years about a dozen or so extra Priory 
Documents mad e their appearances in the Bibliotheque Nationale. 
The mythological history of the Priory of Sion became finally 
develope d within "Les Dossiers Secrets" by He nri Lobineau, 
giving the Grand Master List and claiming that Godfray de 
Bouillon was responsible for its origin during the CrusadesS. 

Plantard's current interest is Radio Occitanie, an organisa­
tion for the defence of the distinctive culture of South-West 
France. u, 7 

Those who wish to find out more can write to him at 110 Rue 
Henri Dunant , Colombes, Paris, Hauts - d e-Sei ne, France. 

NOTES 

' 1. Chevalerie d'Institutions et Regles Catholiques, d'union 
Independante et TraditionalisU ("Knighthood of Catholic Rul es 
and Institutions of the Independent and Traditionalist Union") 

2. There is no doubt that the authors of Holy Blood have here 
confused Scharffenberg's Der Junge Titurel with Eschenbach's 
fragment Titurel and mixed them both together! For the b e nefit 
of those who may be interested in the location of the Grail 
Castle in Scharf fe nb erg ' s work, see The Grail--Quest for the 
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Eternal by John Matthews, pages 22-25 (Thames & Hudso n , Art 
and Imagination series, 19 8 1). 

3. Briefly, this story concerned Roger Lhomoy, a guide em­
ployed at t h e ancient castle of Gisors who in 1946 reported 
that he h ad carried out unauthorised excavations beneath the 
castle, and h ad discov ered a treasure . The local authorities 
h ave always denied his allegation. 

4. "First Supplement: An Esotericist 's Point of View- -a n 
interview wit h Pi erre Plantard." 

5, There hav e b ee n a number of absurd claims ov e r t h e origins 
of the Priory of Sion. For e xample in the Belgian Bonne Soiree 
magazine (No 3053: 14. 8 . 80), it was claimed by t he a n onymous 
writer that the Priory of Sion was founded in 1956 by ''Mgr 
~efebvre, : Andre Bonhomme, Noel Corbu and t h e Abbe Jos e ph 
Courtauly"( !). Th e Abbe Ducaud-Bourget and Georges de Nantes 
connections are equally ludicrous. 

6. On July 10th 1984, Pierre Plantard resigned both as member 
and Grand Master from the Priory of Sion . Her e is the complete 
translation of his lette r of resignation: 

Cahors, 11th July 1984 
Pierre PLANTARD de SAINT-CLAIR 
to members of the PRIORY of SION 

Dearest Brothers, 
Yesterday, July 10th 1984, I resigned as Gr.·. M. •. of the Priory of 

Sion, into which order, sponsored by Abbe Fran9ois Ducaud-Bourget, I was 
initiated July 10th 1943, that is, 41 years ago. Since my election on the 
17th January 1981 at Blois, I have in 3½ years taken on an enormous amount 
of work (and continual moves) which my state of health no longer allows me 
to continue . 

Moreover, I resign my membership, for I do not approve certain 
manoeuvres by our English and American Fr .·. and wish to keep my indepen­
dence as well as that of my family. 

Finally , another motive has shaped my decision, that of publication in 
the press, in books and in duplicated pamphl ets deposited in the Biblio~ 
theque Nationale of FALSE or FALSIFIED documents concerning me (such as 
birth certificate, copies of Priory of Sion papers bearing signatures 
dating back more than 10 years--1973/1974--bracketed with my own) and also 
libels upon my person for which I have lodged complaint in the Nanterre 
court , December 10th 1983, registration no 83 355 00017 . 

And so it is to all you Very Dear Fr.·. that I hereby offer my sincere 
friendship and my hopes in your victory in establishing a better society . 

Yours devotedly, 
PLANTARD . 

However, on December 16th 19 83, Plantard issued a communication 
to the me mbers of the Priory of Sion stating that all members 
should keep_secret t h eir affiliation with that society, so how 
do we know if Plantard h as really "resigned"? 

Th e statutes of t h e Priory of Sion that were published in The 
Holy Blood a nd t h e Holy Grail are diff erent fro m the original 
statutes of 1956 that were deposited at Saint Julien-en-Gene­
vois: I consider the former to be complete fabrications 
specially prepared for that book (there is no Article XXII in 
the 1956 statutes). 
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Plantard's mythomania and subterfuge are so easy to identify 
eve n a child could spot them. Miscellany: 

* July 11 th 1603, Treaty of Sai nt-Juli e n, recognis­
ing Geneva's independe nce. 

-:, (J ea n -) I-l e nri Dunant (1828-1910), founded the Red 
Cross in 1864; founder of t h e World's Young Men's 
Chr istian Association; co-winner of t h e f irst 
Nobel Prize for Peace in 1901; paved the way for 
the first Geneva Convention. 

* The Abb e Fr a n~oi s DUCAUD -BOURGET died on June 1 2th 
19 84. 

7 . A selection of "Prieure Docu ments " , as deposited in the 
Biblioth~que Nationale of Paris, in c hr onological ord e r, 
accordi ng to Brigitte Picheral (Chief Curator of the Depot­
Legal Administration). 

Henri LOBINEAU 
Genealogie des Rois Merovingiens et origine des diverses families Fran­
yaises et etrang~res de souche Merovingienne, d'apres l'Abbe Pichon , le 
Docteur Herve et les parchemins de l ' Abbe Sauniere de Rennes- le-Chateau 
(Aude) 
Depositor and date: Henri Lobineau; 18.1.1964 

Anne-Lea HISLER 
Rois et gouvernants de la France. 
Depositor and date: AL Hisler~ 25.2.1965 

Madeleine BLANCASALL 
Les descendants Merovingingiens ou L'Enigma du Razes Wisigoth 
Depositor and date: Alpina; 26.8 .1965 

Antoine L'ERMITE 
Tresor Merovingien 8 Rennes-le-Ch8teau 
Depositor and date: Vie; 13.5.1966 

Eugene STUBLEIN 
Pierre Gravee du Languedoc 
Depositor and date: Abbe Joseph Courtaly; 20 . 6.1966 

Pierre FEUGERE, Louis SAINT-MAXENT, Gaston de KOKER 
Le Serpent Rouge 
Depositor and date : P Feugere; 17 . 3.1967 

Henri LOBINEAU 
Les Dossiers Secrets 
Depositor and date: P Toscan du Plantier; 27 .4.1967 

Nicholas BEAUCEAN 
Au pays de la Reine Blanche 
Depositor and date: Pde Cherisey; 30 .10 .1967 

Anne-Lea HISLER 
Tresor au pays de la Reine Blanche 
Depositor and date: AL Hisler 7 .11.1969 

Philippe de CI-IERISEY 
Circuit 
Deposi tor and date: Pde Cherisey: 28.6.1971 

Jean DELAUDE 
Le Cercle d'Ulysse 
Depositor and date: Jean Delaude; 4.8.1977 
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In February I 892, therefore, he went to Paris to 
, ••• ome linguistic experts to whom, for the sake of caution, 
y imparted the documents by fragments. I cannot disclose 

!fiCi J:e prcmie;: !1l'.ffiC:ro de y sources of information (for this is Noel Corbu speaking) but 
lc,tin;: "CIRCUIT"~ Vou:i vou::: can assure you that this concerned the treasury of the Crown 

PREMIERS 
Cher::i Lcctcu:l.'s,. le r1os :Lf de; ce: 'l;j_ i;:cc, : ofFrance:eighteenmillioninfivehundredthousandgoldpieces, 
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indiquc \l.lJ 1;:cuvcncnt inj. jewels and objects of worship. The priest returned to Rennes 
tcr1·0;;1pu d I un::: propo.c;::i.t ton d 'll.11. c oi; without knowing exactly where the treasure was situated, but 
ran't; en termc pll1s _ c lo.ir ,, il re p:, having gleaned precious and sufficient information. He looked 
sente · here in the church-but could find nothing. Marie, for 
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NOD'S~ 
!,ievil Le CaLhr•dral, Lhe art. .. 1·n1u111 IH•ro,·<' :-,1,,·ov<' '1'1wsday. 
A crowd of peopl<' ar<! gath01·<·d 1wro1·1· t.h<' lligh /\It ar· ( lar·ge•st 
alt.ar in t,he world, two tons or gold 1 .. ar, ii' anyone · ear·,• • ..;). 
Tall t,apers ar·c• lit.- - ,, ight. g1·011ps ol' tl11 ·1•e· . :-,onl<' p1·ie•,.,ts in 
rich vesl.mc•nt.s t'il, · sol1•m11ly i11. J\ mo11,.;t1· :111<T is pl;1< ·e•d al,c,v,· 
the all.ar. Jnc<'ns<', a v0rse• or Ve •xi I la l{r •gis, v, · 1·sicle•s and 
r·,•sponscs, a shor·t. aclcl1 ·,•ss, mi I h,· v i r·t .11,· or ,., i I 1·11c-,· !'or · "'"'"' ' 

Feason. 
Th<' organ strikes up a loud Uach t.ocl'at.a. l-.11l ,. , . all n1-.-l1<·sl 1·a • 
Ent.cr abo11l. t'it't.y young choir· - child1·1·n, all in while · ht,11,,.,e •.-< 
wil.h black st.1• i11f.\ t.ic•s and hlack e•ith1•1 · k11i1 ·ke•1·ho.-l-i •1• .-; 01· 
skirl.s, '['IJ{'n r!nl.<•r· Llw chi<'I' p1 •1•ror·me•1 · s ill this cl1 ·ama, te·n 
(pPrhaps t.hl're sho11lcl hav,· h<'<'ll t .w, • lve•) da11,·i11g - hoys, ,_,ge •d 
about. Pighl. t.o t.w<•lv<' , Pach w<'at · ing a scar·lr •t. .1• •1·1<111 with a 
wh i t,c sho11 I d<'t ' sash, wh i I.<' k11 i ck<·1·hn<"ke •1•,.; and st o,· t- i 111,?.s, and 
carry i Ill-\ a w i cJp-hr imm<'d hat. w i t.h L11 ·g<' , -.. cl and wit i l , . I' I 11me·s, 
They form t.wo racing r·ows. r-:111,, ,. mor·e· pr•ipsl,.;, in 1·,·d ca,.;socks; 

th<'Y di sapp<' i ll' somcwh<'t'<' t .o I h<' s id, · , qn i l , . 1111 i m1u>1·t .a11l 

Now l.h<' choir· and or·clwst.ra st.r·ik<' up a solr•mn mnsic in <: 
minor, Thro boys don Llwir· hat.s and h,•gin 1.hPit · danc,·. Slow 
{'our·- in-a- bar· . Left. - - r· i ght. - -L i pt.oc- -1 ·,, st • t.,,r t. - - 1· i l,!;ht.- - t. i pi.or• 
--rest. Immens,• clip,nit.y, compl<'t.<' sc11·-possf'ssio11, int.r•nsr• 
concentration. Complicat.f'cl int.,•r•wr,avings and circlings. 

The music movc•s inl.o G major· and t.h<· st.e·p chanl,!;<'S, 1,,, rt. -- 1·ight, 
--up down up clown, Lcl't.--r·ighl.--11p down np down. And now t.lu• 
boys brinp; t.111' i 1· cast.arl<'t,s int.o play. Crack--cr•ack--c:r·-r-:-r:-. 
crack. St-ill I.Ill' slow hPal .. Economy of movPmcnt.. Arms st. 111 at . 
s id<'s. On Ly Lhc r i np;<' rs working l.hc cast.arwts and t.h<' l Pp;S 
pacinp; t.hr, dance, Not. a sinp.l<' race muscl<' moves, Th<' r•ye~ ar'<' 
rixc•d on t.hP hoy in r,•ont.. Not.hinp; must. p;o wr·ong. Not. an 111ch 
out. or plac<', not a split. s1·co11d out. nt' t.im,•, St.i 11 thc circ-
1 ings and wravings. Ahsnr·plio11, dcdicnt.ion , dPvoLion. 

l have s0c11 and r <' 1 t . t .h is 011 I y one<' hc t'orc, among Lh•· llorn 
Danc.,rs or Abhots Brom l <'Y. Th<•y I oo w,•rc ru I r i l Ii n,:i;, as a 
mat.t,rr ot' u1·p;c11t. dut.y, t.lwir immemorial 1•it.11al. 

Thc ril!urcs or l.lw dancr• unwind. Th<' boys ar·<' back in their t.wo 
racinl,!; rows. '1'11<•y doff l.h<'ir· hats. Th<' music st.ops. There is a 
moment or si l1•11ce. Then I .Ill' organ bursts out. into a loud vol­
untary and l.lw seen<' brraks up. 'l'h<' dancing-boys come down 
t.hrough l.lw eonl,!;r<'p;al.ion. Th<'y ar·<' not aware of us. Their 
cy<'s and t.ho11ght.s ar·e rar away, in a not.her land. 

Out.side Uw Cathedral t.lw lil.t, ir· choir-children com<' bouncing 
11p to t.h<'ir par·Pnt.s. 11 ~11mmy, mnmmy, wasn't. T l,!;Ood?" Of the boy 

dancers t.herc is no sign. 
This was not. a Cht· i st. i an c, •r·emo11y, 11ot Mus l im, not. Pap;an, not 
in r·Pl igious l.l'r· rit.or·y at. al I .. Jalaludin Rumi understood. 

11
11<' was not. on I.hi' Cross. I w0nt t.o the llindu t.cmple, to the 

ancient. pap;oda t,o t.h<' 11pla11ds of llerat. t.o the mountains 
of Kai' ... t.o t.h<' Kaaba ... II<' was not t.lH·r<' ••• l looked int.o 
my own lwar·t .. Jn l.hat., his own plac<', l saw him, He was in no 

oLlwr· place." 

Nop;od's I.and. 29 €) 1985 Ant.hony Smit,h-Masters 




