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EDITOIUJ\L 

Welcome to the first issue of Pendragon under my Editorship. 

Firstly I would like to apologise for the inordinate delay in 

getting this issue of the magazine into print. Unfortunately 

his has been due to circwnstances beyond my control. Normal 

service will now be resLUned. • 

. This issue has a vaguely archaeological slant but no real 

theme. It is basically to Iet everyone know that Pendragon 

• is alive and raring to go (at last!) and to I'eopen the lines 

of corrnnunication . 

I would like the next issue to look at 1'-lorgan le Fay and 

her relevance to the Arthurian Cycle. /1.ny ideas or articles 

will be gratefully received. 

I intend to start a letters page to put members in touch 

with each other. It can also be used for a frank exchange 

of views; constructive criticism welcomed, but no slanging 

matches please! 

Again, any contributions will be welcomed. 

l'in currently finding out about recent and forthcoming 

publications so anyone who wou ,ld be interested in having a 

go at a future book review please get in touch with me. 

· i I hope you will forgive me for the long absence of the 

magazine. Asswning that all possible disasters have now 

happened, I will endeavour to get the magazine out on time. 

-~uld like to say thank you to Kate Pollard f~r her 

patience and understanding over the last few months. 

Jacky Salter. 



tbe ~rabe of ~rtbur (ll) Chris Lovegrove 
In ~arl y 1984 I r epo r ted on t hO South Uales " amateu i· hist orians ~ w!10 

c!3i~ed to :,a~e discovered t he 31·ave 3{ A1·thur, comme nt i ~g that ~ I;s 
sur e t-Je ha~ .. --= not hear d t he la5t of tJi lson 3nd Bl2.ckett 11

• ~ !). this h as 
i ndeed prG~ed to be the case . 

!n the mea11t~me they have not been idle, In August 1984, w!1 il2 the 
Pend r agon Societ y was excavati ng at LLan2l en in th2 Gower, a repoi·t 
appeared in the l oca I ne ~Jspaper. " For m=r· Management Consu 1 tant Al an 
Wi lsan ar.d tattoo ar-tist To ny Bl.::.ckett ," it saidJ claimed 11 the tomb o f 
the •~weat ilar-r-ior King Arth ur· i s not in Glast onbury" but in a dr y , dusty 
cave at the foot of a cliff f:.ce near Pencoed , Bridgend. n (2) At the 
same time lJi Ison and his part ners forrne j a co nsortium, the South lJales 
King Arthur Research Project ) to develop the cave as a tour~st 
a.ttraction: " at £3000 a timei you can cut yourself- in fo r a slice of 
the action , and alread y si x people ar2 said lo have done 50." 

The consortium claimed that Arthur's death, a r ou nd 5751 was kept quiet 
to allow support to build up around his sGn Horgan, a minor . St Illtyd, 
hi s cousin, sec r etl y buried the bod y in a cave ,, ear Pencoed, overlooking 
the Ewenny Ri ver in Mid Gl amorgan. 

H□Hever· t-ihen Morgan came of 3.g e to rule, 11 Arthu1~ Has tak -2- n from his 
tomb in the cave and quietl y buried nearby . The consortium have bought 
the land and are planning to exca '.;ate in search of the g1·2..'.i e . " Some 
Pendragon members digging at Llanelen wer~ concer ned that unoff ic i al and 
probab l y unorthodox e xcava tions threatened to destroy evidence before 
skilled archaeologists could assess the situation. In 1980 apparentl j 
the t~,o amateurs had alread y uncovered a stone inscribed REX ARTORIS 
FILI MAVRICIVS at this second burial site and removed it. 

In September 1983 I had written to Wilson and Blackett telling them t hat 
this inscription as it stood was gibberish, and that in order to mea n 11 

King A~thur son of Maurice (Meurig) n it should have read REX ARTORIVS 
FIL!'v'S MA'.'RICI. " The Welsh had a better· grasp of case er1din•3s than 
this at the time , " ! wrote, ~ and so I am led to ~onclud2 that e ither 
the inscription has been misread or else it is a hoax. 11 

Note that I did not suggest that Wilson and Blackett were the hoaxers. I 
had meant tl,at at some stage in the past the insciption might have been 
fabricated wit!, a view to decei ve. I n November 1983 they ~nd their 
supporters, the New Arthurian Society , wrote to me , sayin g, You are 
setti ng yourself up as some form of e~pert on SoutK East Wales histor y 
and alread ~ calling the discoverer s 'haaxer-s 1

• You are a disgrace to 
your Pendr·agon Societ y . • As all co r-re spondence ~,ith them had r-esul tej 
in similar (and worse) abuse, ! ceased to have contact with them. 

In eary 1986 fresh public it ; was gi ven to them by the publi cation of 
Chris Barber's /'1ar-2 t1yst2r-lu:.;.s t-.1a l2s . (3) This book is 3. fascinati ng 
compilation of (mostly) Dark Age sites with assoc iated folklore, 
anecdotes, photos and so on, and dese r ves to read for these alone. 
However, Barber gave Alan Wilson and 'Mick' Blackett credibility by 
including their theo ri,s in a special chapter and by e xhib iti ng a 
photograph of th~ stone. 

In Maj 1986, Charles Evans-Gunther in the magazine Draia~ argued 
persuasivel y against some of Wilson and Blackett's claims, and added 
some interesting information on the possible sou rces of t l, ei r beliefs. 
(41 He tr-aced the orig ins of th:: cu r ious identi f i ca.tion of the lE .. 3endar-y 
Pirt hur- Hith the cur-ious Athr·ui s, 5 □ n of t·leur-ig, to Edward tJi!liams 
(1747-18261. Uilliams, I best kn own as the wri ter Iola Morganwg I was a 
stonemason and scholar who is known to have embroidered material li e 
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founj i n ge nu ine l :; ancie nt manuscripts. ~Jilliams II crea.ted " a 1591 
ITTanusc r ipt by Sir Ed ~1ar d Mansel of Margam whi c h pur p□P ted t o me ntio n 
• one Mor gan a Pr i nce wl, o li ved in the ti me o f Ki ng Ar t hur an d was hi 3 
son as som~ would have it ... " 

This document may Hell have been the bi r thplace of the notion of • Ki ng 
Arthur, son of Maurice, father of Morgan • · taken up with enthusiasm by 
Wilson and Blackett. Charles Evans-Gunther implicitl y suggests t hat t he 
Stonemason Edward Williams not onl y sowed the seed of thi3 
identification, but manufactured material evidence to suppor t this 
claim namel y the Artorius Stone. The lettering on this stone is 
suspiciousl y I ike that on the Pumpeius Carantor· ius stone in Nar·gam 
Museum, and not because they were necessaril y done by the same Dar k Age 
Mason. 

B~t the saga continues, In September, t he count y planning officer for 
Hid-Glamorgan Has seeking for independe nt advice on the claims of Ki ng 
Ar·t hur.Resear ch ,d1ich,.. had alread y been firmly r·ejected by the Glamor gan­
Gwent nrchaeolog 1cal ~oc1et y and by Cadw, the Welsh counte r par t of 
English Heritage. 151 

Then in November, a tri umphant coup---a ser i ous nationa l newspaper not 
on! y •3a\;e them column space ( 7); 2: Gua.r·dia.;; had alread 7· done ::;a i n 
1983 l but pr·o·, i ded ed i tar· i al comment. 1., I " Mr· Bar-am B l acl<et t a 
shipb uilding management consultant, and Mr Alan Wilson, a busi~essman 
with the help of fr i ends have e xcavated part of the site, a scheduled 
nonument., . . At a depth of si x feet the y disco~ered a stone slab 1 whic h 
they _say bea r s marki ngs cansistent with a royal tomb . They are 
;on '~·1n::'d that .2. stone coffin lies beneath the slab ... n The Pendragon 
c-ociet y s 1-mr·ries of 1984 had been justified, and ille•3al excavation 
could Hell have dest r oyed crucial evidence fore ver. 

'.he 72:l2:5r-a.;, .~ editor ial muddied the situation. " The poi nt at i ssue 
i_s_one cf my tholog y and sentiment, 11ot of conservation . Art hur, 
C,u1nevere , Camelot end the Grail ar·e the stuff of England ' s pre - emi ne nt 
natio nal m~ th. " <Needless to say , this r ight! ~ dre w op □ r ob r ium f r om 
Uels h read er s, and A B EjwaPds of Card if f wrot~ ~ Ki ng ~r thur c annot 
reall y be t ake n over by t he English so arrogan tly ... . As a Celtic 
abser ver_I should th ink that you have enough t r aub les wit h t he Iris h 
rnthout insu lti ng u~ i:-i our· 'boggy damp hillsfje,s' . ") lJith a 
he ad-in- t he-sand a ttitud e ( or per haps t ongue-i !1-cheek ) th e leade r 
~ir-ite r· conti nued: " Such my ths may s ur·vi •; e ori! ~; Hh i l 2 t he y ar·e abs tr· ac+. 

This newspaper tal,es an unequ i v □ cal l in e i ~ these mat i e r s. Romance ~ 
i s e•.,;e r·/ thi ng. That s lab must be left i·1her·e it i s. "Editor ials 
not wi th standi ng , Wils on and Blac kett clear ly intended to leave no stone 
untur·ned. 

~nd as recentl y as February 1987, fli·star-y i;;;to. y featured the 
interchangeable ' ~Ian Wilson, a r etired shipping expert, and Baram 
Blackett, a Businessman. ' {71 Its map clear· l y mar·ked St Peter·s Chur·c h 
nea~ Llanharan_as the site where they claim Arthur's bod y is still 
buried. The ruins we r e bought by them from the church in Wales for £250 
and_they have founded Pendragon Tours (no connection at all with this ' 
society! to conduct vis i tors round the two sites. The Police have 
al:ead y :nt : r · . .:ieH~d t he~1 ~~o~t unautl:rn~ised digging ~ .j the removal of 
th. ston., - O t he _y are 1n;1ting quallf1ed archaeologli s~ ta appl y fo r 
permission to investi gate the church. I Write ta King A~hur Research, 
3 Ty-Dr·a1-1 Place Pen ylan . Cardiff. ) 

King Ar thu r • specif i call y originating in Glamo r gan ( i t self a per f ec tlr 
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tenable hypothesis)" is a theor y that gains grounds far plausibility the 
~ore it is repeated: even the aut hor Ant hany Powell gives it credence. 
(8) Is there something in it? Well , 1-,oul d you belie•Je histor·ical 
researchers who wrote the following to you? 

• Sadly the English have done everything they can to obliterate the 
Kings of Wales. It reall y began with the effort of Edward I 
of England attempting to exorcise the ghost of Arthur II from Wales 
in 1190-91 AD with his well known fraud hoax e xcavation at 
Glastonbur·y, ... • 191 

Arthurian research is bedevilled by the antics of individuals who keep 
naterial evidence away from public scru t i ny because they do not wish to 
lose the power it represents, and then develop a sen5e of par anoia when 
the public is righty sceptical. Derek Mahoney 's Glastonbu ry Cross was 
one such recent example , 1101 and I suspect that Wilson and Blackett's 
Arto r ius Stone is anathe r. 
Arth ur ---if he ever ex ist2d---must te spinni ng in h i s gr ave •• •• ( l! l 

Refe rences 
{ll Chris Loveg rove " Tl1e Grave of Arthur? I "Pendraqon Val xvi Nos 3-
4, 27-31 
(2l Ke v i n Ho rsley " Challenge ove r Arthu r 's Tomb " South Wales Eveni ng 

..£.Q.tl.. 22. 8. 1984 
131 Chris Barbe r More Mysterious Wales Dav id and Charles 1986 £10.95 
(41 Charles W.Evans-Gunther " Arthrwys son of Meurig and some other 
~Je l shmen • Dragon 1Jo l 2 no 5 
{ 5) Da-..dd R□ l-Jlan ds II council seeK ad'.iice on Kin'3 Arthur burial claims 

11 

Wester·n Mail 20. 9. 1986 
(6l Robert Bedlo~; 11 King Ar•thur-'s bur·ial place 'di5C□ '.i ered' 

11 

~ 
Telegraph J. 11. 1986 ; • Let hi m lie "IEditortal I 
171 Feli x Bar ker • Mo r te d' Art hur " History Today February 1987 , 3-4 
(8) Ant hony Powell " Arthurian quest • Telegraph (review of Richard 
Barber's King Arthur: Hero and Legend Boyde!! 1986 £12.951; Ant han; 
Powell The Fisher King Heinemann 1986 £9.95 
191 Letter of August,1983 to ths present wr iter 
I JOI • The t1agic Cr·oss • Pendragon ','ol xv! No 1 23-5 
1111 Bar am Blackett and Alan Wilson Artorius Rex Discovered King Art hur 
Research, 3 Ty-Draw Place, P•nylan Cardiff 1986 £10.99; reviewed by 
Charles Evans-Gunth~r in Dragon Vol 2 No 5 
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+ Sc Pecer's 
L.lanhara"' 

The- -b,,..,o cla irne.d turial site.s ;;i c.ave in Coe4-y-f/lws/£r- and 
St.'Peier1.s n-eor L/Qnha.ran'. ar.d other bark A-ge__ sites. 

To Isolde Wigram: 
Yes, I was wron9, a.nd }·□ u were quite right to quer y my statement about 
~he Crucifixion dates, The Last Supper must have been on the Thursda; 
evening and the Cruclfi xi tion on the Friday. Aft er all Christian Easter 
c: □. ' . .:ers Good Fr· i.:!ay (Hh y 'qood 1 ?) for- the Crucifixition and Sunda..,.· for-
the Resurrection. Also th~ Christia_ri cr-e-ed act<n o~-sledges our Lor-d , 11 \-,ho 
was crucified, dead and buried and on the third day he rose again from 
the jead '. Again on P 92 I stated that Easter Sunday could only fall on 
the exact lunar annive rsary of the Resu rr ection daj if Nisan 14 fell on 
a Fridaj, So I was Hell aware •hat three jaJs and not two Here involved. 
Perhaps it Has inattention or failure to rev ise thoroughl y but in anj 
case it should not have happened, and I apologise to j□U and all other 
readers. 

I. W. J. Snook 
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~oman ties anll .:ffloralists; Pre-Rap~aelite 
Resp?nses to Arthurian Legend. o.G.JoNEs M.A. 

The ~.im of this 5er·ies of articles is to examine the r·esponse of PART 
certain Pre - Raphelite painters to the Arthurian legen ds.Instead o/ a 
g~neral ~urv~y,Devid Jon~s h~5 select~d four pai ntings to mahe a 
reasonabl j detailed stud; of their subject matter and sources . 

D G Ros~etti 1
3 wat~ rc olour APthur's 7anb <Now Sir L~nc~Iot p~rted frnQ 

G!uee;; Gu.inevE-re .J.t /(fnJ Ar-t,!JJ u r,'s iunb s.nd ',./Di.ild .~.!VE;.- is:JEd h~r· 5 t 
p&rtin9 but 5te wo uld nat.J (British Museum) was the first ol several 
with an Arthurian theme he painted du~ing the 19505. Although it i 5 

dated 1954, Ala5tair• Gr· ie ve argue3 that it eias painted in tlie late 
summer of 1955 111. It was commissioned b} John Ru3kin,who described it 
a.s •, .. ,one of his imper·fect ones - the Lancelot i3 so ·f~nni I :, bent under· 
his 5hield, and Arthur point3 his toes so over the tomb.' 

Arthur's Taab depicts the meeting of Queen Guin~vere and Sir Lanc~Jot, 
her former Jover, at the tomb of the dead Kihg. The !t □ ry of thi~ 
~ncount~r come5 from Si~ Thoma~ Malor;' s ~a~te d' A~thur,Rook xxl 
Guinevere has entered a conv~nt at Almesbu~y ~nd i3 3urprised one da~· at 
the appearance of the Knight. He a~ks • .. . . Madame, I pray~ }□u ky~3e. me 
and never no mare." nNayb, sayd the Qu~ne , ''that I 3hal never do but 
s.b steyne y ou tram such ~·1erkes." {3) 

~!owev~r, accorjing to Malo~y, A~tl1u 1· had been bu ri ed at Gla3to11bu1· y, not 
Almesbury, after the battle of Camlann. Rossetti has transferred the 
see n~ of the meeting f r om the co ,~ ~ent cloi3ter, wl1ere the lover s were 
!:-urrounded b J· 'ladies and •:JE-ntle-Hornen', to t he so l itar )'" site of tl1e 
King' 3 buria l . 

He has jone so to intensii~- the psychological jrama of tl,e co nfrontatio n 
by making it take place actuall y over the gra~e of the man deceivej by 
the two lovers. The Tomb is bot h a reminder and a r eproach to tl1em. B j· 

shifting the place of the meeting R□ 55etti has b~ en able to encapgulate 
the whole tragedJ o i the legei1d o~ l<ing Arthur i n a single scene. The 
~dulte rous love a~ Lancelot and Guine vere ~e t in moti on the long cha in 
oF events that re3uJted in the break up of the Round Table, and the 
death of Arthur, and it is onl} fitting that the pair should meet for 
the last time at hi3 graveslje. That it Has part! ; Rossetti's intention 
to summar ise the legend is also suggestej b j the tH□ scenes painted on 
the side of the tomb . On the left He see the three protagonists in 
happier da;5: the Kin g and Queen are about t □ dub Lancelot a Knight. He 
kneels befor e them in gratitude and obeisance. To the ri ght is a scene 
of some of Arthur's Knights recei ving a vision of the Mal y Grail. All 
the main elements are therefo re contained Hithin Rossetti's pic ture. 

The scenes on the tombstone have other functions, 3ymbolic and 
en1blamatic . ~.sin man y other• Pr,e - Raphelite painti ng~, the pictures 
wit hi n pictures comment and expand upon the main events depicted. The ; 
are also a literary dev ice, in that the narraltve implied in the 
painting is ~x tended into past and f.utur•e, In the 5cene ot Lancelot 
being Knighted the~e is both an i~onic contrast with the present, 3inc~ 
all tl1~ee protagonists a r e united there in harmon y, and al5 □ a sense of 
foreboding and doom, because it was on 5Uch an occa3i □ n that tl1e lovers 
fir•st became a\,Jare of their- fatal attraction f or· each other-. This i5 
su99ested by Lancelot being clothed in red 1 the colour- of pa5sio11ate 
love.There is al5□ a st y list i c cont r·ast b~tween t il e tom~ pictur~ 5nj thE 
'real' scene. On the tomb3to112 L3ncelot l;n eels g race{ullj' tef □ re l1is 
t:ing, and th::, three f:gure::; are ~ar t Df one patt~ rn . Hi:; posture- bf•ia i· = 
the tomb5tone i5 a gt·atesque paroj 
a.n j hor;1e.9e-. !-/ere he i s , i r1 E·.: e:·lyr; 
under the beetle -- bac k of i1i s 5hiel 
in;@cttt !4!a! he 3tl~Mpt~ t~ ~ i, ?~c 

oF !1 i s earl ie r ge3t ur·e o f obejisn:e 
aus-h 1 s ~,;ords, 1' crou c h :n9 3.ri ,J pE-erin ·3 

li~e same 8bsc~ne anj p rejat □ ,- j . 

~~e !i~t t~iss fr om the i·el u~t~nt 
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P-.s Waugh 
;,; i ,3ou r . '' 

notes , "th e h~aj c f Arth u1· butts h i m a~,a>· wi th al mo st comi= 
Tl1e ~i n9 coMes be t ween the lover 5 i n jeath as i n l ife . 

rhe othe r s cene on tht=- tornt5 t on e ~ the -~·isio n :if the Ho l 1· Gr-ai 1: ha s no 
defi ni te s ~tti ng i n ti me or place. Its funct ion i s t o r em ind th e 
spectato~•anj Lan:elo t -cr th~ li fe of purit r sn d sp i rituality wl, ic h has 
been denied him . Un li ke his so n, Galahad, Sir Lanc el ot is neve r granted 
a full v ision of t h~ Gr ail becau5e of h is guil t y love fo r his_ Quee n. 

Othe r symbolic je t ail5 are employed to enrich the cent ~al themes ol 
unlawi u l pa5sion and renunciation. A snake anj appl e appear on the 
lowerleft, beneat h Lancelot'3 feet,anj the whole scene takes place in 
the shaje of an apple tree . Such 3/ mboli3m ma y appear somewhat obv ious 
and clumsy , and i! moreove~ inapp r op ~iat~ unl!S3 we believe Gu ineve ~e to 
be tempting her lo r mer lover. On the surface it seems clear that 
Ros3etti has foll owej Malory str i ctl y in depi cting the Queen as 
res i sting Lancelot"s advances. The s ymb ol s of the Fa ll cou lj, howver , 
hau~ bee n insert ed a~ a ~light hi nt that Lancelot'5 renewed passion 
cou ld not have been r eciprocat~d . Since the Gueen 1 s ~enu nc i ati on o f her 
Kn ig ht was 5uch a f undamental pa~ t of the l egEn d, Ros5~tti cou ld hardl y 
depict a ny thi ng t hat impl i ej other wise exc~pt by th~ mos t indire c t of 
means. So the symbolism may be cl umsil )' i r rele ~a nt or a subtle 
i nd ic at ion oF t he a r tist's atti tu de to Gu i never e; t he r e is no way of 
te! 1 i ng. lJhateve, r t he case, it F2.i 15 to cohe r e i n t he manner- ~-ihi c h 
Holman Hu nt achi~ved in h i s bes t pa i nting5.! n ~unt'~ T~e Hf ra:f~s 
';J;c; .t.~rd , for e ;; ample, the :; ·,; mbol i c det ~ i 1 bo t h enhan ces the c e- ll tra l 
neaninq and ari ses na t u1·a ll )· wit l1 i~ the 5cene rep rese11t ed. !11 ,Qr t h~r
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Ta~~ ; ymbo l~ taken Jr om tl1e Old Teatamen t (th e appl e a nd t he 
s~rpe nt) i •f r·om the Nei i ( t he c r oss f or m~d b :;.,- the shad o1-J of th e tre e 
Jal li nq u p□ tl th e Grail ~ce ne l and f r om Medieva l legeng si t un ea s il )· 5 ide 
b y s i d~ . The Ar t uri an l egei,d i3 i t sel f of cour 5e a n e~t raord inar; l1 ; brid 
of Ce l tic, Me die -..; al Fr ent:h an,:! Chri3 tian element s, but t hi s fs~t .:!oes 
not gi\/e t he a r ti3t l ic:= nse to make o-f it as he ilis he:5 . 

~lastai r Gri e~e su ggest5 tl, at wt he them~ of re nunc iation and 
r~p~ntance ( in t he pai nti ng ) un i tes i t wi th ~folman ~unl ' s 7~2 Awskan i ;;3 
Cu iisc { e:;;c:e (compl e t ~j i n 1854 ) { 5 ) . As I ha --..: e me nti oned, th e r e appears 
little doubt th a t t he Quee n has r enounced the love wh i ch brought about 
the end of A~th ur' s reig n . 2h e ~n ee13 s tiffl y in a n a1·ch ai c pos t ui~e , 
litt l e @o re al iv~ t~an the sculpted e ffi gy of her husba11i at l1~r 
side .Her face is as thougl1 car~ed from wood; her ar m i~ r ai s ed ~ith tha t 
angular gestur e 30 characte r ist i c of ea r l y Pr e - Raph Elit e pa i ntin g. 
ilnl i ke Hunt's kept ~,oma n, ll oWE~·e r , the 0ue~n has bee n gr anted no s udde n 
noment of illumi nat i on. Sl,e has Ions ~epent ed of l1e r un lawful love , an d 
th~ scene deoict~d is one of 1·e nunciation- no t one of sudden conversion . 
The psycholo~ical conf r ontat i on of man and woman remain s the chi e f 
int~rest of the p~int i ng, however• a theme found in man y othe r a r ti~t~'s 
uor•k in the 1850s. Far, e xampl=-, an ear-I i er 1-iat e rcolour - 'Bca.t r•ice: ., 
~2~ti1, g flautE: .;.t 5 w's.r,r,is.5~ Fcs.5 t de it ies .~ i ,JJ .ti o: r s.5. I i..: t s..t i u ;; ,of 
1952-treats an apparent mi s unjerstandit1g beti-1een louet· s. I n a pe:1 
dr,a~-sin g o.f: c:1 854 ,.9 Ha;; I~t a1i if ~p};:l i .5., th!:1 Pr· i 1u:e ' :5 gi ftE are r-ejece.1 
by Ophelia. Of thi3 Gri eve states t hat • possib l y b; t he ti me th e 
drawing was completed the s ubj ec t had a pe rs onal re l ev ance f or t he 
art i st• (6). Although appaPent l y f i ni s hed several yea r s earli e r, 

Ar- t .'"J ~; r-'s ic,-r:,t, may al~o r·e fer t o a dif f icu lt stage ! n Rosse t t i ' s 
relationsh i p with Eli:abeth Sid ol a l , who modell e d f o r Guin eve1· e a3 sl,e 
di d tor Opheli a. Waugh say: t he incide nt depi c t ed 11 has been enjmie d b/ 
r-ossetti 1•1ith a gu il t a ll h i s 0 1in 11 C:'l : al t hou<3h he i s pr ob ab l )" 
r•efe r,r· i ng t c t he a r- ti~ t ' s •3~-r1 r·a li sr., sense of guilt and f r ust r 2-,t ion 
r-e. th~ r, than to a s p!! c ifi c in c den t! \ Wau -3 h ' s j e; c!ption of th e pa.i n t1 n3s 
for-ma l quali t i e:. canno t be be t e r- ed:\/", 
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"Thr- ee J·,s ri : :i:--ital= : c!: =. trict -U·,E- :.:rn p si t :cr1 _:,til it =!.ches i-Jit]·: 

s upp r ~s s e j ,~ ~5 i li~ nce . ReLl □ ~e t he 3p p e t ree a!l d t h~ wh o l e c om~ □ sit ion 

wou! j fl y u11 cc i1 t rc! ! ab !)· t hr ous h the 1·ame . .. . ~ l ~sse r a r tist, 
cert a i r.l r an:.,· .'.J th -= t" Pr e--Rap he lit e, ii □ ul j ha·.,: e b-1i s ted t he apple t1·ee or 
gn2r-le d it and mc..je a be autif u l j c- ca r 2.:. ion of it ; all Rossett i i-iant ed 
.-Jas a c lamp . ~r! .~:..: r s 7u;;t; i s impo r- t.:. nt as t l, e onl )· compl e te- e xpr es:Sian 
in Rosse t t i 's ar·t of this 5tr-es s of ~o:-1s tr-icted energy i1h i c h i s so 
character i5 ti c of his l ifen (8) 

Lan cel ot' s shield appear· s to be- pi n11in,; him dm-m i n a po5ition i-1 h i c h 
sugges ts bot h f r ustra ted passion, angu i~ h and s e xual e ne r gy as he 
thr-usts hims el f towar ds Gu in eve r e . She in contrast, i 5 5tiff ai, d 
unmov i ng 1 her pos tu r e ac ting as a ba r1· ie r t o h i3 desi re . 

Uhat is Ros~etti' s att i tude ta the mo r a l ques t i on pr ~5e nted by t l,e 
ad u lt~rou s l ove of La i,celo t and Gui 11e~ere? The pa int in g pr □~ide l itt l e 
direct evid e nce, but we may su rm i se f r om h is ot l1e r wor~ s a nd h is 
wri t in gs that he wou ld l,a~e r e j ~c t ed Tennys on' E condemnatioi, af t he 
Quee11 as tl1e pr i me cause of Ar t hu r 's downfall . Rossetti does not sugges t 
a.ny improp r i t y i n Gui neve r e ' s beha·-..·iou:- but, a~ I have noted! h is 
sym bol i sm pe r haps declar es h i s be l iei in the un dy i ng powe r of love . 
Undoubtedl y he woul d have agre ed wi t h Halor y ' s v erd ic t 011 Gu ine vere: 
n ~,hi l e s l,e li ved s he was a t rue lo~e r , and therefo r e she !1ad a 500d 
en d • . 

Un! i ke t he ot he r pai nt i ngs ji sc ussed he r e, Ar·t hur· Hughe-s ' T,~2: X: ;;"5.~ t c, ,: 
t }; 2 5 ;.;:, ( St:2: b ;.: r -3 h1ote1s , :.. :.:. :~r•iiE 1 S~;;"t z2 r· ld i) d ) of about 18~ 0 , c annot be 
l i nked t o an y s pec if i c !it 2-r ar )· s our- ces . Robin Gibson s tate s that it 
was comm e nce j as a landsc ape s tud y i nsp i r ed by the r e nderi ng of 
tl-Jil ig ht in t·l il l ai s ' A:1t~·;;; ;; L 2.:ll/ 2S (18 56) and Henr-y l-Jall is' 7 /; 2: 

5 tc ;;eb r e:a f.: r:: r- (!857 ). It e·.;o l ved i n to ~ a Victor-ian fab l e i n Ar t urian 
dr ess wi t h ove r to nes of an I ta li an Re na i Es anc e entombme nt " (9 l 
Ho¥1 e\ie r-, t he subject - t hat of a dy ing Knight bein9 taken to h i s fi n2. l 
r est ing place -h as obv i ous aff in ities 11 ith t he t ale of t he passing of 
Ar thur . S ince this was t he sub j ect ;llo t t ed t o Hug hes in the jecorat ion 
of the O:::for- j Un i cni 1857 - Art .'? (i Y- '"-5. r -rf2~ 2 ~;.;y t u Av.::ic- ,1 s. ;1d t /;.:. 5~1:; r:.! 
t.~; r-;:;~.-;; Z,.3.cf.· / ;;ta t /; i= ~a./.: c - it seems cl-:-ar- t hat th i :; t heme Has i:1 
the ar· tist's mi nd ,-,hen he pa inted 7i iE X;; ;" : .J;t j f t.~ ~ f ...:;; . A:. Gibso n 
poin t s wut , hm-1e'..:er, the 1-,o r-k has none of t he traditi onal i c ono •3r aphy 
?-.s soc i 2.te d 1Ji t h t he legen;1:; . I n mo;t l i t erar,- ·.;e r- sio ns - and i n Hughe5 ' 
o ~: f9rd Un ion Mural- t he King l ie s morta l!;· wo unded wh i l e wa iting fo r S ir 
E:ed i\.:e re to complet e h is mi5sion of r-et urti i n,3 th e sHoi-·d , Excal i bur- , tc 
the Laj y of the Lake. Be di vere t hen c a 1~ri e s h i m s i ngle hanjej to t he e dge 
of the la ke ~,he r e a b lac k barge awa its t hem, bearing t!i ~ue, 
Morgan-le- Fa; and e ther lad ies . Tl1e Ki ~g ~s then taken to the 
my5t e ricus !and of Avalon t o be l1ealed of hi s 1~ou nj s , None o f t hese 
e l2ment 5 appear i n Hugh es ' pa i nt in g, a11d his Kn ight moreo~·er bear s tl, e 
s un as his per sonal devi c e- a moti f ne t n~r mall ; assoc iated witl1 Kin s 
Arthur . An dr ea Rose stat e s that t he r e is ft an al! too obv ious equ at i o n 
beb -,een the setting sun an~ th e dy i ng t<ni ght 11hose ot-1 11 de· . .-ice- i s t hat of 
t he su n 11 ( 10). Th e 3e ntime ntalit y of t he 3/m bo l is.m is r :in f cr-ce-d by th.e 
inscipt i ~~ on t he ' ~ame: l f n2s F1~ om Geose ~lacdonal d's ' Be tt e r Things' 
( 185:-' l It Be !. :. ei· a jeath Hhen 1-mr·k is don~ 

Than ear t h ' s most fa~ou r ed bi ;·th n (!1) 

The senti men t e xp1·essEj !1e r e i·ecal l s Ru s !: i n ' s iG te r pret a t i □ n of 
~1!.l l ai s ' Sir· u.-::t-r- -=-.s ~ t 't: };~ Fu r- i \ 1857 J, !n .ih ic h he spe=. i< s ci-i t he 
Kni gh t 2.s " .. .. a t /·pe .. of nob l e hu;1an !i f 2 , t r ied in ali ~Ja !"' and a•3ed 
in al! cu u~1 ; el and tJisdo;n ~ f-i n :! ing it~ : t □ i•1 ni n ·3 ~,art~ at l as. t tc b::- t he 
te-a rin :Jf c hi! .Jr e 11 i n po·~·-=- r t 1· i n it s ~ 1rn ~ 11 il 2J . 
E:a th p : nti ngs h2::.;e a ',;a-3 uE-! / · Me- ,ji~-...-=- 1 =~:.ie : : , 3. :1 j ~L- tl .2,., _ ai- he: oi :: 
3.n ,j e h ·J·2. 1 ;·- i c ac ce ptance of ::m2s f at2 -: ~·1a:..i-3h Hu-3h2s uc rl, i s muc h l e:: :; 
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is the e~ocation of a serene 
raison d'etr~ of 
and contemplati~2 

":}ii= X;-; / 5.~t c,;' 

mood. l t ~-1a..s 
~lmo5t certain! ; insp i r~d t ) · Arthu!~ian Legend, but cab te linl:ej wit i1 
nospecif:c i r1 cid~nt i n t h= tales. 

E: I BL I OGRP.PHY 
(1) Tl1e Pr2-Raphelit~s. Exliibition Catal □gue . Tate Galler)·, Lo11d □ i1, 7t h 
March- 28th Ma)· 1984. p276-277 . 
(2J Quoted in DantE Gabriel Rossetti. Exhibit io11 Catalogue,Royal 
Academ)·, London, Januar ; - March 1973. 
(3]Ma l □ r )·, Sir Thoma5 , Le Norte D' Arthu~, Lo11don 1903, Boole x~l Ch.!O. 
(4)Uaugh, Evel yn Rossetti: His Life and wor !,; . 2nj ed, London, !975 
F', 94 
(5) 
.,, , c. , 

The Pre-Raphelite;: op .c it. 
ibid 

{7) ~ ' op, cit, P, ·?4 

{ 8 ) I bi -:J 1 P. 95 
(9} Gibson, Robin II P, r t hur Hu·3hes: Ar thui·· ia.n and r·9l ated 3!..!.t:jec:; er t he 
earl -...- 18.60s'' Burlingto n t1a•35.zine J ,.,·o!. l!~, !S'70. p452 
[ !0) Rose, Andrea The Pr e-Raphelites, Oxford, 198! plate 3~. 
( !! ) Quot~d in Gibso ri . op. c i t, p 452. 
(12) Qucted in Hilton~ Timothy The Pre-Raphelite s , La:,jori 1?70, p82 . 
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Arthur's Tomb. (Rossetti) 

f 

ffiarhon &p-hate 

■ endragon writers have often conjectured 

over the concept of the Shroud as Templar Grail. The curr-

ent research progrannne being carried out on the alleged Holy 

Shroud is thereforeof continuing interest to us and period­

ically someone can supply another snippet of news on the curr­

ent state of play. \1hilest so far the Vatican has permitted 

these tests, 1,e still await with bated breath to see whether 

the cliff-hanging Carbon-dating hi.11 go ahead, and whether in 

any case, we will get to hear the result. 

Progress has been reported this year in Antiquity 

which I iv.ill relay, as not everyone may have heard, from 

whatever source. 

fnllitrh 

Antiquity (March 1987) agrees 1vith the Vatican that the C.D.test ,,ill proYe 

nothing ,vith regard to the Shroud's authenticity . A compatible date would be comf­

orting for believers , but iv.ill not _. of course prove that it 1<as the s hroud of the 

crucified Jesus. (One has to say _. though , that if of the right period, t he circum­

stantial evidence on the cloth 1,ould be pretty compelling.) _-\ later date ,,-ould l ead 

into discussion as to the astonishing r e lic- s poofing employed. not to mention its 

reverse linaging. 

Antiquity says its money on the Shroud stakes is on the late side, and hazards 

a C12th. dating. 

They have been influenced by a ne1, type of C.D. test 1<hich has been made on 

the Templecombe painting - followers of the case will recall that this is on 1,ood and 

portrays a bearded face very similar to that on the Shroud , painted in mediae,-al style 

and depicted in a manner that links it both 1,ith the Templars and the Shroud say art 

experts . The test indicates a date in the late ClJth. earl y C14th. This locates it 

very neatly in t he high period of relic-manufacture. (Antiquity July 1987) 

Antiquity provides further guide to form. Findings a r e quoted on St. Peter' s 

Chair , and a fragment of the not-entirely-true Cross which are amongst the'Relics 

and Shrines' described in David Sax's book of that name . 

There have been other Shroud contenders. 'Ihe previous one, the French Cadouin 

Shroud was found to have been woven in Egypt during the Cl 0th. It 1vas given away by 

its Kufic script . There are, apparently _. '1\mics of Passion' in Argentina a nd Trier 

and anothe r Shroud in Besancon. The Argentina Tunic was held to ransom by Action 

Directe in 1983. It has been s h01,n to have been 1sove n about the time of Christ. 

I do not feel t he Turin Shroud story 1vill have a neat ending - but continue 

to obser·ve t ile fence-side vieh'. 
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In 1991 Glastonbury will be celebrating the 800th anniversary of the 
discovery of what are claimed to be the bones of King Arthur and Queen 
Guinev7re. In 1191 the monks of Glastonbury Abbey dug up an oak coffin 
fro'!1 sixteen feet underg~ound and discov7red inside two bodies which they 
claime~ to be those of King Arthur and his second wife Guinevere. They 
accordingly engraved a Gothic inscription on a leaden cross. The 
inscription read as follows, "Hie jacet sepultus inclitus Rex Arthurius 
cum Wennever~a uxore sua secunda in lnsula Avallonia.", which translated 
fr?m the Lat~n reads "H7re l~es buried the renowned King Arthur with 
Guinevere, his :3econd w~fe, in the Isle of Avalon.". The discovery of 
the mor~al remains ?f King Arthur . and Queen Guinevere was widely accepted 
as gen~ine ~t the time! b~t has sinc 7 become the subject of controversy. 
Many ~istori~s ~ave dismissed the d~scovery as being part of a publicity 
campaign_designeo by the monks to raise urgently needed funds for the 
restoration of Glastonbury Abbey. It is my opinion, however, that the 
monks were convinced that their discovery was genuine, but it may have been 
a case of mistaken identity on their part. The custom of the Celts was to 
make gods_out of their_heroes and then subsequently to name their heroes 
after their gods, This custom has tended to obscure the true identities 
of the heroes. In order to discover the true identity of the hero buried 
a~ Glastonbury, one has to consider the early Welsh traditions regarding 
l(ing Arthur. 

On7 of the most ancient tales in the Welsh language re lating to King 
Arthur is that of 'Culhwch and Olwen', the text of which has been dated to 
between A.D,1080 and 1100 and is preserved in 'The White Book of Rhydderch' 
and'The Red Book of Hergest'. It is one of a collection of tales called 
'The Mabinogion' by Lady Charlotte Gues t . An episode in the story of 

Culhw?h a1:1d Olwen tells how Gwyn (the White One) ap Nudd, king of Annwn, 
and his rival Gwythyr ap Greidiawl (Victor son of Scorcher ) waged peroetual 
war !"or ~he love of Creiddylad (Cordelia ) , who was the daughter of Lludd 
Llaw Ereint (the Silver-handed). Crei cidylad is depicted as the maiden of 
the greatest ma jesty that ever was in the Three Realms of Britain and its 
Three Adjacent Islands, She ran away with Gwythyr but before he had chance 
to make love with her, Gwyn came and carried her off by force to his favourite 
haunt on Glastonbury Tor, which was then surrounded by almost impassable 
swamps. Gwythyr collected an army and went in pursuit of Gwyn and Creiddylad 
but on this occasion Gwyn overcame him and ...-as victorious. The feud ' 
continued, each in turn stealing Creiddylad from the other, until the matter 
was eventually r efe rred to l(ing Arthur, who agreed to act as mediator. 
Arthur summoned Gwyn and Gwythyr before him and made peace between them but 
he made the ironical decision that Creiddy lad should be returned to the

0

house 
of her father, Lludd, and that there she was to remain unmolested by either 
party, who should fight for her love every First of May and thenceforth until 
the Day of Doorn, and whichever of them should be conqueror should win her. 
Eventu~lly, Gwyn ap Nudd was killed by his rival Gwythyr ap Greidiawl. 
!ccording to Robert Graves in 'The White Goddes s •, Gwyn ap Nudd was buried 
i n a boat-shaped coffin in his father's honour, and the monks discovered 
the ·body of Gwyn, or whatever the original name of the hero of Avalon was, 
a t Glastonbury. In his 'Studies in the Arthurian Legend', John Rhys observes 
that Gwyn's father is variously named Nudd, Lludd or Lleu, and we discover 
Gwyn himself under two other names - the \\elsh Gwynwas and the Cornish Melwas. 
Me lwas was the Cornish pronunciation of what was in Welsh Maelwas, but in the 
pages of Gruffyd d ab Arthur (Ge offrey of Monmouth) one detects Gwyn under the 
101:ger name of Gwynwas, which may be int erpreted as the white or fair youth, 
while Maelwas would seem t o have meant a fr~n~ely youth. T~e1~f?re, Gw.yn 
had tw o names! Ma:lwas and Gwynwas, of whicJ-\ the former surv1vea in Cornish 
as_ Melwas , while in Welsh the preference ...-as~ ery decidely given to Gwyn, 
which was a shortened ve1sion of Gwynwas. 
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One of the oldest surviving Arthurian tales is contained in the Latin 
'Life of st. Gildas', written in IIJO by Caradoc of Llancarfan. The story 
bears a strong resemblance to the o~ contained in 'Culhwch and Olwen', and 
tells us how St. Gildas arrived at Glastonbury at a time when Melwas was 
reigning in Gwlad yr Hav ( the Land of Summer = Somerset). Glastonbury Tor 
was being besieged by l(ing Arthur with a countless multitude from Devon and 
Cornwall on account of his wife Gwenhwy:far, whom Melwas had violated and 
carried o:f:f to the Tor for protection, but Arthur and his war band could noi 
penetrate the :fortifications. When he saw this, the Abbot o:f .Glastonbury 
Abbey, attended by the clergy and Gildas the Wise, stepped in between the 
contending armies, and in a peacable manner advised his king, Melwas, to 
restore the ravished lady to her husband, .l(ing Arthur. Accordingly, she 
was restored in peace and goodwill. When a treaty had been settled, the 
two kings gave to the abbot a gift o:f many domains. It is a strange 
coincidence that the battle between Arthur and Melwas and the battle betweer 
Gwythyr and Gwyn should both be fought out at Glastonbury Tor. 

However, in the most widely spread early Welsh tradition contained in 
the Welsh Triads and Geoffrey of Monmouth's 'Historia Regum Britanniae ', 
Melwas's role as the abductor o:f Gwenhwy:far is taken by Arthur's treacherouE 
nephew Medraut and it is Gwenhwyfar's infidelity which l~ads to the 
catastrophic events culminating in the :fateful Battle o:f Camlann. Medraut 
is killed by Arthur but what of Arthur himself? According to my research, 
he survived to punish his unfaithful spouse by condemning her to be torn 
apart by wild horses. He did not consider a Christian burial suitable for 
his rebellious nephew, but, because of his respect for Medraut's :father 
Lleu ap Cynfarch, a close ally, he consented to a burial fit for a Celtic 
warrior. Consequently, Medraut was buried in a boat-shaped oak coffin 
in accordance with the primitive oak-cult which came to Britain :from the 
Baltic between 1600 and 1400 B,C. Arthur also considered it appropriate 
for his estranged wife,Gwenhwyfar, to rest alongside her lover. It would 
therefore appear from the evidence of early Welsh tradition that the remainE 
discovered by the monks at Glastonbury were those of Medraut and Gwenhwyfar. 
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In order to discover any trace of King Arthur's long lost son Llacheu 
(the Glittering One), we must first establish the connections of King Arthur 
himself with the Welsh Border country in present day Herefordshire, 

One of the most ancient tales in the Welsh language is the story of 
Culhwch and Olwen contained in 'The Mabinogion'. Culhwch is the cousin 
of King Arthur and an episode in the story relates how Llwydawg Govynnyad 
(the Hewer) went to Ystrad Yw, wh~re he_met the men of Llydaw. There he 
slew Hirpeissawc (of the Long Tunic), king of Llydaw, and Llygatrudd Emys 
(the Red Eyed Emys) and Gwrfoddw Hen (the Old), who were Arthur's uncles , 
his mother's brothers. Thus Arthur through his mother, Eigyr, is 
incidentally associated with the border country near Hereford. 

The Rev. Arthur Wade-Evans in his 'Welsh Christian Origins' observes 
that Ystrad Yw was a district in south Brecon and was separated from the 
kingdom of Erging (between the rivers Monnow and Wye in Herefordshire) by 
the cantref of Ewyas. Gwrfoddw Hen is doubtless the Gwyndaf Hen mentioned 
in 'The Liber Landavensis • (the Ancient Register of the Cathedral Church of 
Llandaff) as ruling Erging, only one district removed from Ystrad Yw. The 
Emys in Llygatrudd Emys may be,_as Sir Joh~ Rhys suggests i~ h~s 'Studies 
in the Arthurian Legend', a scr1bal error ~or Emyr. If this is the case 
then the person intended is undoubtedly Emyr Llydaw, the ruler of Armorica 
whose daughters married sisters of King ~thruis of Gwen~ .. King Athruis 
has be en identified with the legendary King Arthur by William Owen Pughe 
in 'The Cambrian Biography". 

'The Liber Landavensis • has been translated from the Latin by the Rev. 
William Jenkins Rees, who informs us that Cernyw was a district in Erging 
over which reigned Custennin Fendigaid (Co~stantine the_Bless ed), the . 
grandfather of King Arthur and the father-~n-law of Pepiau Cl avorauc,_k1ng 
of Erging. Pepiau was she father of Efrdayl, the mother of St, _Dyfr~g 
(Dubricius). There is a district in ~went also ?alled Cernyw, in wJ:11ch 
is a place called Gelly- weg, a name which occurs in the romance of King 
Arthur as the residence of Bishop Bedwin. The Book of Llandaff records 
the grant of Lann Custenhin Garth Ben~i (the _ Church.and Monastic Enclosu~e 
of Constantine the Blessed) made by King Peplau to his grandson, St. Dyfr1g. 
Lann Custenhin Garth Benni has been identified as Welsh Bicknor in the 
county of Hereford and it is called Ecclesia Sancti Custenhin de Biconovria 
in a St. Florent charter of 1144. Thus,from what we can glean from 'The 
Liber Landavensis' and other authorities, Arthur was allied by family ties 
to the Silurian reguli. His grandfather Cu~tennin ~endigaid founde~ churche 
in Erging and his father's sister was marriea to Pep1au Cla~orau?, king of 
Erging. His cousin, Geraint Llyngesog (the Fleet-o~ner), is said ~o_ha~e 
founded a church at Caerffawydd (Hereford). 'The Life of st. Dubric1us 
contained in the Book of Llandaff records how in the year 506 st. Dubricius, 
Archbishop of Llandaff , crowned the most celebrated King Arthur in the I5th 
year of his age. 

Also recorded in the Book of Llandaff is a grant made by King Athruis 
of Gwent to his brother Comereg, abbot of Mochros (Moccas in Herefordshi:e), 
Included in this grant is Campus Malochu which can be none other that Mais 
Mail Lochou (the Plain or Field of Prince LLacheu), later known as Ynys 
Efrddyl. 'The Life of St, Dubricius' inft s us that the Saint, after 
leaving his monastery at Hennlann (Hentland , spent a further period ?f 
time in Ynys Efrddyl. King Pepiau Clavora c had made the young Dyfrig 
heir of the whole of the island which was called Ynys Efrddyl after his 
mother. It is not an island as suggested but a wooded tongue of land 
bounded by the Wye, the Worm and the hills that divide the plain from the 
Dore. This wide district contained Matle (Madley), which owed its name 
of 'the good place• to the fact that 'the blessed man' was born there, and 
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Mochros (Moccas), the name of which means Swine M?or ana 1~ derived from 
St, Dyfrig's encounter with a white sow and her litter when he was looking 
for a suitable' site for his new monastery. He accepted this as a good 
omen and there he planted his monastery at Mochros. Moccas is near to 
Madley, which apparently was originally dedicated to St. Dubricius. The 
name Campus Malochu (the Plain of Prince Llacheu) seems to survive in that 
of Mawfield Farm in the parish of Allensmore, the church of which is about 
three and a half miles south-east of Madley Church, · It is to be observed 
that Arclestone, now Arkstone Court, close to Allensmore, belonged to the 
Bishops of Llandaff all through the Middle Ages, the sole remnant of all 
the Dubricius lands in Herefordshire claimed by 'The Liber Landavensis • 

In his 'Essay on the Welsh Saints', Rice Rees, the nephew of the 
Rev. William Jenkins Rees, mentions Llanllecheu in Ewyas, Herefordshire, 
as having been founded by St, Llecheu, who had his residence at Tregaian 
on the Isle of Anglesey. In the Peniarth Manuscript No,178 it is stated 
that Llecheu was a saint at Talyllychau, which is now Talley in Dyfed, 
Llacheu, or Llecheu, was the name of a son of King Arthur. Llacheu was 
slain at the Battle of Llongborth and is celebrated in the Welsh Triads. 

In the Welsh Triads Llacheu, son of Arthur, is mentioned with 
Gwalchmai, son of Gwyar, and Peredur, son of Earl Efrog, as one of the 
Three Fearless Men of the Island of Britain, and also with Gwalchmai and 
Rhiwallawn Wall t Banhadlen (of the Broom Blossom Hair) as one of the 
Three Learned Ones of the Island of Britain. Apparently he was no less 
renowned for his warlike prowess than for his deep knowledge and he is 
said to have fallen fighting bravely for his country alongside his kinsman 
Geraint Llyngesog (the Fleet-owner) at the Battle of Llongborth. In the 
Book of Llandaff mention is made of Merthyr Gerein (the Martyrium of 
Geraint). This chapel stood near the Upper Grange Farm House in the 
parish of Mager, Gwent, but its remains have been removed for many years. 
Mager is en the Caldicot Level near the Severn Estuary, where Geraint .'s 
fleet was once moored. The Martyrium may have been raised to the honour 
of Geraint Llyngesog who fell at the Battle of Llongborth. 

A Wonder of Britain recorded by Nennius in his 'Historia Brittonum' 
describes a tomb by a spring called Llygad Amir (the Eye of the Emperor), 
and the man whose body lies buried in the tomb was the son of Arthur the 
Emperor, whom Arthur himself killed and buried there. Llygad Amir has 
been identified with Gamber Head, the source of the River Gamber near 
Wormelow Tump in Herefordshire, It would appear that King Arthur 
considered himself responsible far the tragic death of his son Llacheu 
at the Battle of Llongborth and built a magnificent tomb in his memory. 
The alternative solution is that Llygad Amir is derived from Llygatrudd 
Emys (the Red Eyed Emys). In which case the man who was buried there 
would be none other than Arthur's uncle, Emyr Llydaw. Unfortunately, 
whatever the truth of the matter is, the tomb no longer exists . 
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from tt ~rizfol §crnpbook 
fallilrB , 

At t he t ime of writing, I have just returned from a wonderful Summer holi day, 

secure in the knowledge t hat t hings are looking better for the magazine and 

t hat Jacky i s plugging on ½-ith the next issue even as I unpack the l ast sandy 

bathing costume and packet of ant-enriched cocoa. 

The sandiness of the cossies was only made possible by the completion of t he 

l ate lamented Llanelen (Pendragon) Dig in 1985 . Prior to that two 'holidays ' 

per Summer were spent on the Gower, camping and catering and digging in all 

weathe r s and, unt il l ately , pretty primitive conditions . The Dig has been 

part of our lives f or a long time for many of us, and whilest we did not ever 

carry i t out in a mood of martyrdom, (indeed , those holidays were exceeding­

ly jolly and companionable A .. ND of great inte rest to all concerned) some of us 

,vho have been involved since 1973 are wonderfully relieved to take our famil­

ies off on other trips in the Summer instead, (and maybe to more predictable 

weather , too. ) 

These photos demonstrate the period of dedicati on that has been involved: 

Llanelen I 

Llanelen II 

I n Llanelen I, t he 'marke r boy ' nearest to the camer a is my little boy, Rupert, 

on t he very fi rst dig. In Llanelen II , he has been s pecially posed on the same 

co ,·ner to demonstrate t he difference i n age on t he last Dig. The other four 
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chi ldren, L to R: Roland and Flo Lovegrove , Zoe , (Rupert's sister , ) and Bea 

Lovegrove, had not been born at t he t ime of the first Dig, with t he exception 

of Flo , ,,ho was just learning to stand at t he time ! 

However, in t he absence of the Dig, some other meetings have been possibl e 

this Swrmer . 

In May ' 77, David Pykitt came to tea, (although he didn't need much , having 

just been wined and dined by Bristol's Dragonara Hotel in the course of their 

'Arthur , Camelot and t he Quest for the Hol y Grail ' ll'eek-end.) He had just comp­

leted ·a visitation of Somerset ' s traditional Arthurian sites, and a verbal one, 

too, supplied by Dr. Danny Williams of Leicester University . 

David has two articl es in t his issue . He told us about some other work he 

is doing at the moment on sites in Brittany with strong claims to Arthur. 

Although we were s hortly off to Brittany ourselve:;;, we were unable to visit the 

sites t hat wer e of interest to David as by that t ime I 1,as busy retracing the 

steps of t he St. Anne ' s cult for my own purposes, (not to mention collecting t he 

afore-mentioned sand and ants .) 

In mid-June I found myself celebrating t he Sol stice weekend in brilliant 

sunshine outside the Druid' s Arms Pub in Stanton Drew with members Valerie 

Joice and Denise Stobi e, f rom Count Durham. I had a taste of the lovely Arthur­

ian ballads which they write and play, right then and t he r e; this was what they 

had come to Glastonbury to do , as has become part of their custom at t hat time 

of the year . 

This picture of them was taken by t he Stanton Dre,,• Circle s tonees . It ,;as 

a memorable afternoon and hopefull y it may be repeated in 1988, so if any of you 

are coming to Glastonbury for t he Solstice please let me know and we can extend 

t he meeting! 
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'/ I, 

Next \vest Cowitry ,. isi tor 

was Steven [lanks . My pict­

ure shm,s him disembarking 

from the Brunel S . S .Great 

Britain being refitted and 

renovated in its 'home ' 

port. I had this pictur­

esque idea it would be a 

fine way to portray a 

retired naval gentleman, 

Steven being there on bus­

iness and me lurking on the 

quay to meet him. Ho1,•ever 

I managed to miss his act­

ual descent, so 1,e had to 

do a re-rw1! Steven is a long-time member , friend and Llanelen digger and his name 

is familiar to readers of these columns. \\le exchanged news over a pub lunch before 

he had to set off back to Salisbw·y where his Sumner base is, and from thence to 

Australia to visit his son and become briefly in,·ol ved h"ith apple husbandry . Stev­

en's home is in South Africa . 

July found me in Twyning, Glos. 

lunching deliciously with Anne 

and Eddie Tooke, also LTJII' s, FF 

and LlD's (as Eddie, master of 

1,'0rd-juggling quips , would say. ) 

The occasion coincided with the 

Mediaeval Fair, where the theme 

of the customary battle was to 

be ' Arthur ' . 

Eddie is seen extracting s,,-ord 

f,· om stone, a symbolic act I 

baulked at personally, having 

noted its tendency to result in 

e:,,.-t ra duties for Pendragon mem­

l>cr·s. 1 unl:'ortunately had to 

miss the e nd oi' t he batt l e due 

lo having to c.ttch t he last coa-

ch home Lo 11,•jstol. , buL jt •was not too much of a cliff-hanger, as I have the crib! 
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Here is Anne. prior to the sprint 

to the coach station. 

Eddie, by the way. contributes art­

icles to Prediction magazine . and 

one such entitled The Glastonbury 

Phoe nix , is due to go out in Noy . 

'77 • Back issues are available from: 

Prediction , Link House, Dingwall Ave. 

Croydon, Surrey CR9 2TA. Quote issue 

Vol 53 No. 11. 

In retrospect I realised that quite 

a few members in Glos. probably , ·is­

Forward planning in ' 88 could r esult in more of 

iality of the Dig. ne verthe l ess provided opportun-

e events of interest in your area to which you 

- the excuse can be quite flimsy! Can I act 

cupied with the Grave of Arthur. and this scrap-

uesters after the truth. This is a photo taken 

'e , on a steep hillside in the Wye Valley. Evid-
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do a re-run! Steven is a long-time member, friend and 

is familiar to r eade r s of t hese columns. lve exchanged ~:• · .. . 

he had to set off back to Salisbury wher e his Summer bt\t.t · 

Australia to visit h is son and become briefly inYohed ~ ·.,>' 

en's home is in Sout h Africa . 

July found me in 1\vyning, Glos . 

lunching deliciously with Anne 

and Eddie Tooke, also LTII' s , FF 

and LlD ' s (as Eddie, master of 

"urd- juggling quips, would say . ) 

The occasion coinc ide d with t he 

Mediaeval Fair , wher e t he t heme 

of the customary battle was to 

be ' Arthur ' . 

Eddie is seen extracting s ,,·ord 

from stone, a symbol ic act I 

baulked at personally, having 

noted its tendency to result i n 

c~-tr;1 duties for Pe ndragon mern­

bc1 •s. l un t'ortunatel y had to 

miss t he e nd of t he battle due 

lo having lo catch t he last coa-

ch h0<11L' l.o ll!'j stol , bul j t "'aS nol too 11111ch of a 
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Here is Anne. prior to the sprint 

to the coach station. 

Eddie, hy the way. contributes art­

icles to Prediction magazine . and 

one such entitled The Glastonbury 

Phoenix, is due to go out in NO\· . 

'77. Back issues are available from: 

Prediction, Link House , Dingwall Ave. 

Croydon , Surrey CR9 2TA . Quote issue 

Vol 53 No. 11. 

ited the Fair on different days. 

us meeting up there. 

In r etrospect I r ealised that quite 

a few members in Glos. probably \'is­

Forward planning in ' 88 could r esult in more of 

So the Sumner, lacking the convidality of the Dig. neverthe less provided opporttm­

ities and other venues. 

Could this be extended? Are there events of interest in your area to which you 

would like to invite othe r members - the excuse can be quite flimsy! Can I act 

as a link for you? 

Lastly , this edition is much preoccupied with the Grave of Arthur. and this 

book ends with a further clue to questers after the truth. 

during a walk to King Arthur's Cave, on a 

ently Arthur 

had a P.R. man 

~ 

steep hillside in 
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7 The ai::i in the arena 
is to lose two points 
as Ephraim will r eveal. 

8 Fine for the bent knee 
- bu t don ' t be too eager 
to sit by Arthur at 
Camelot or you could 
be distressed! 

CJ S,:; urrds in the car of . 

11 Route to the cities 
s urrendered by King 
S0lnrnon ~hen Hiram 
in Tyre repudiated 
,Iis l-:ajesty? 

12 Grand finish for a 
funny monkey? It' s 
part of ~erlin ' s 
nature ! 

2 Exciting for Cabal ? A bit of a tail and plenty to ~ag it at. I 
once had one myself ! 

3 Farmland dear to Pal omides when we chase the French out? 

4 Citizens of Minerva ! 
hal f an anna . 

We find as in the garbled ::ianner, about 

5 Be well used , perhaps , by the Saxons to cut the Jurassic 
limestone back . 

6 Round Table kni6ht of no ac c ount - victim of a strange spell -
so Sir John infor~s us . 

. 10 Steer ahead •:!i th this·, Sir Knight! It sounds appropriate . 

Tr. ,,,·,· n al'Let· , ·ead inp: Eddic ' s articles, you foolhardil~- attempt t h is 

p117:zl,· u r hi :s, r '111 ar,·aicl Jack~· and 1 can tak<! no r esponsibility for headach e, loss 

or appr t ilt! Or' damage to mola, ·~- 1311L i f' we dld ,~eceivc a solution from any of you 

J\ns"1c·I·s i 11 ou1 · ne)\..·t magazine ( ,d1ict1 Ill give you 

pl, •nLy 0 1· ( im,·. ) 
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