





ACLANN

T am Taliesin: I know good and evil,
I have been a multitude of shapes
Before I assumed consistent form.

T have Yecome a predicting tard,
I have sung since time began,
I can spezk what tongue can speak.

I speak now of a fleld of blood,
I sing of the final ®tattle,
Camlann's story shall be sung again :

let the snow fall on the hoar frost,
Gently sweeps the wind the tops of trees,
In the Calends of Winter the stags are cold.

let the snow descend and cloak the vale;
Warriors wait trumpet call to tattle,
Firm is the shield on the shoulders of the brave.

The hosts of Cymru arise with the dawn,
The men of Prydain in btattle array,
Like the waves louderoaring over the beach.

Medrawt ,with frigid blood amd pallid countenance,
His cheeks enclosed with armour all around,
He calls for death and brings destruction.

Medrawt the Leader, the Wolf in the Snow,
He would not retreat from the combat
Before his blade felled five battallons.

Like death his spear : killing his znemy,
Proud in the field, with wide-spreading sword,
The splendid Prince of the North :

If there is a cry on the hill,
Is it not Medrawt that terrifies ?

If there is a cry in the valley,
Is it not Medrawt that plerces ?

If there is a cry on the slope,
Is it not Medrawt that wounds ?

At the Pleld of Camlann I saw Arthur,
Dragon-Lord, conductor of the toil,
And brave men hewing down with steel.
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At Camlann I saw the rage of slaughtar,
Stallions =ed-shinned from brutal strife,
And after tattle : bitter brooding death.

At Camlann I saw the rage of slaughter
ind biers beyond all bearing,
The ravens were red from the warring of men,

Raven of Camlann, upliftineg its talon,
Standing guard on tha flesh of men,
Avid for blood of those I have cherished,

T have been where the hosts of Cymru were slain,
The men »~f Arthur, =xtolled in songs
Yinen the ravens screamed for blood.

T have »een in the nlace where Arthur was felled,
The Son of Uther, of far - reaching fame
‘hen the ravens screamed for f{lesh.

In the hand of Arthur ascended the ashen spear
ind Medrawt the Fierce Boar was pierceq,
But powerful fell the stroke on Arthur's head.

In the conflict of sword and spear they fell,
Yith sharpened blades committed slaughter,
0f equal eye they fell in the struggle of matile.

Arenched with gzore on blood-soaked Camlann,
Pierced by Rhongomiant,Athur's Spear
The Slayer of Hosts is gone to the Black Glebe,

‘lhose are the sgraves that lie along the river ?

Men that were generous when they lived were slain.

Short were their lives,but long the grief of loved-
ones,

Ten thousand gold-torqued,well-trained,warlike,
Ten thousand proudly armed,prepared for war,

Ten thousand fiary steeds bore them to battles
From Camlann none but seven made safe return.

Because of the King, Oaken Door of Cymru,
My heart turns in long memory :
Heaven has brought a heavy affliction,

He was our GuUardian with a Long Hand,
4 Swift Eagle where none dared ride :
{e was our Anchor in the Desert 3ea.
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Yeithar food mor comparion will lirins -e nesoe

Tn the Torning I will leave this hody
Tn wordn and Torm I osm oA shost,

The Hall »f irthur s dark ‘onicht
Withont its fire, without iis light
Dead is nmv chierftain, mvself zlive.

T™a Hall of irthur, Jark its raof,
Tone the steadfast swordsmen
I once xnew 2t vour nearthside,

The Fallef irthur e niercing npld,
y heart Tveazes with unbearable srief

He was our Shield, =z Y211 %o zuzvd the Zymru,

v head ig o7 the colonr of Yinter hoar,
Sav *hat -he world is at an onrd
who will mle after the Son of Uther 7

#yrddin the liise, tell me no “slse
I will as¥ on azccount °f *he worid

“ho will reizn after the Son of Tther 2

Truly Ze will come with host znd ships,

Pendragon will not hide himself for long :
Then nlague nor age shall harm *his 2lessed Isle.
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This iz ny attemnt o compose a coem in the velsh
‘Omfeivdd' (Zarly, style.
'The Four Ancient Zooks of
(Edintur=h,194%) for nv insviration and nodels-

I have <rawn heavily on

wWales',William ¥.Ckene

though I hope the end-nroduct is my own,
The Stanza form is the 'Englvn' - three lines of
: Tas . - s . P
varying syllables, rhyming subtly in the #elsh. T nave chosen %o

group “he ctanzas in threes, further compounding “his leltie

feature,

- .Lt 15 hercic noetry,primitive,terse and icorous,
3peaxing “n 3ymbols: it is 3lso aristocratic —oetrv,its purpose

socizl and ceremonial - it idealises “he

tribe,glorifvinz its

AR . . N e \
heroes df? lamenting ?he1r‘death (panegyrlc ang eiegaic).
-ne soraker, in this case Taliesin -the 'Homer' At =arly

Ve A . .
Welsh poetrr,aften wewails his feeble condition,the Srevity of

life and the loss of =xpectations {7elsh
of irthur fits well into this 'longing'.

“ememter it ig oral joatry that
better 5till - sune ;

Fred Stedman-jonec.

"niraeth’}.The return

s should be spoken aloud,
erter, . I dare youl The melodic nqualitiss »f the
“elsh “ongue are not hers to asupport vou,however !
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STONEHENGE

By R.M.

Fifty vears gone, perhaps to the
ery day, I revisited Stonehenge.
well remember a bright sunny
ay 1in 1938. I had stopped the
ar to gaze across a field at a
onely heap of stones shaped like
crown. Not a soul was in sight

ntil a solitary AA motor-cyclist!

ame up and offered to show me
ound. What a first class guide
e turned out to be, and how he
indied my interest! Now here I
as agalin in August 1988. Once
ore not a soul in sight. This
as not surprising. It was very
arly 1indeed on a dull, grey
orning. The mist had not cleared
nd the massive gates remained
ocked to the public. But I had a
pecial permit, provided I came
t a stated time, to examine one
[ the gtones. Fifty years ago my
11de had shown me the stone. On
t was carved, or incised, either
y a freak of nature or by Man, a
ather pretty vase. If carved by
an, I had then asked myself,
hat did it mean? Why carve a
ase in that mysterious setting?
t was such an ordinary vase.
tter ail. Now I had come back to
>0k at 1t because, after vyears
f travel and reading, after years
f constant search, I thougnt I
new the answer. And what an
nswer!

I was met by a stern-iooking
>g-handler who was expecting me
nd asked my name. The dog seemed
layful. He could be different,
was told. With the dog I seemed
> get on well. We all three got
aside the sacred. roped—off
ircle. We trudged 1in silence
arough the wet grass towards my
A man's stone. What a sorry
ripping sight the monument seemed

1 that grey light. The stones,
arefully chosen for their
ifferent properties, all seemed
e same - 'bluestones’,

greenstones. sarsens, rhyolites,
dolerites, ragstones and
chilmarks. We came to a halt :n
front of the AA man's stone. The
Plan said No.28. [ recognised the
stone at once. This was it. 2ut

where was my vase? It had
been Just a nice ordinary vase.

fifty vyears ago. but now. when =X
knew exactly what it stood for, It
had become a precious vase. I
nad come a long way to see it., but

it did not seem to be there.
stood crestfallen.
The dog—handler read me like a

Dook. ‘'This stone has been
vandalised', he said. "by a
Football Supporters’ Club.’ He
named a club in the First
Division. "It had to be cleaned
by sand-blasting.’ I looked

again, and could just make out a
faint outline. Enough of the Vase
remained to be measured: 16.3
inches tall. including the small.
graceful neck: 12 inches wide on
the high shoulder. from whence :it
swept symmetrically down to :its
neat foot.

I had seen such a vase a hundred
times in my travels: I knew its
secret. I had seen it in
Brittany:; 1in the Moon Temples oI
N.Africa. At Carthage it was the
Vase of TANIT. RABAT TANIT, the
Shining Face of Baal. Our Lady of
Carthage .. the MOON! on a
cottage window sill at Port
Manech, it was the vase of ITRON




YARIA, rthe Lady Mary: Our Lady ofr
the Shipwrecked on the Pointe du
Raz: Our Lady of Recovery at
Bloemel: of Rocamadour at Camaret
(Punic name 1indeed), and. most
pointedly of all. 1in the Auvergne.
the Land of Black Yirgins: Our
Lady of the Olive Tree at Murarct,
the Town of the Moors! Whicn
Olive Trees? Did the Vase contain
Olive 0Qil? I never rfound out,
but I did find out why the Vase
Wwas worshipped.

3oon the sun would be up: the
gates would be open. On one day

or the vyear. the sunrise at
Stonehenge claims the attencion of
ail. There :s a conical Hele

Stone which keeps its watch on the
turn of the year. It is a copy
of the Sacred Stone of Emesa on
the Orontes, worshipped at the
Solstice. (Bede says 1t was
replaced by that of the Baptist).
Nobody bothers about the sunrise
for the rest of the vyear, and

quite rigntly so. ©One stone mark
the turn of the vear; the othe
84 keep watch on the days of th
month, and this means EZVERY day o
the year. I kXnew. and perhaps m
escort alsoc knew. that somewher
hidden 1in the long, untidy grass
were other unoccup:ied stone hoies
in concentric circles enmeshe
like the cogwheels of a clock. b

means or whnich cleve
chronologists are able to count

succession of lunar cvcles. I ha
seen something similar frol

Ravenna. and rrom the MSS of Mt
Athos.

By this time the dog-handler ha
decided that I was not going ¢t
vandalise the stones. His job wa
security; his mailn interest wa
in his dog, rather cthan 1
listening to my explanation of wh
the Vase had been worshioped
But he was replaced by a younge
man. eager enough to tell me m
time was nearly up. Dbut at th
same time rather wanting to Kknow
What it 1s to be voung! We ha
time to step 1inside the mail
circle. he said. We stood 1
front of one of the massiv
lintelled trilithons. I showet
nim how. in the Tarhuna Hills nea:
Leptis Magna. 1in Libva. such
stone hinge would have been use
to house a heavy wooden lever
pulled down on a press bed D
block and tackle, 1in order ¢t
press olives.

In the dry wadis of the Tarhun
Hills, subject, however, t¢
torrential floodings. controlle«
by dams., such an o1l press. o
gethsemane, is to be seen ever
quarter of a mile. There ar
hundreds of them. presided over b
the great Lady TANIT, as al
inscription shows - only the

Romans changed her name from the

Punic TANIT to the Latir
CAELESTIS. This Great Goddes:
watched not only over the trees,
but also over the wvirgin o1:
pregsed from the olives. And whet
the precious merchandise was at
sea on its way to the Eternal City
and elsewhere. She continued t¢
watch over 1it, just as the Queer
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of Sheba's Moon God watched over
the camels <carrying the precious
incense across the Arabian desert.

There 1n the Yemen., the Japan or
Antiquity, the Sabaeans, who sold
but rarely bought., cultivated the
same wadils. controlled the same
floods. built the same dams .
erected the same temples (to the
Moon) with monoliths tenoned and
mortised like the monoliths at
Stonehenge. The aristocratic
families of Arabia Kkept within
themselves the secrets or theair
trade, conducted 1in the Temple.
which is where my Vase comes 1n.

It was time to go. the young man
said. Soon the crowds would be
streaming through the gates. to
share in the mystery. Haopy
tourists! Would they too be musing

about Punic or Yemeni
aristocratic families? I doubt
it. They would stick to theair
guildebooks bought at the gate. I

could tell them a different story,
a very good story, an excellent
story, a wonderful story. The
only thing 1is it might not be
true. At Mar:ib. in the Yemen., at
the Temple of the Moon. called by
the Arabs the Temple of the Queen
of Sheba. the Sabaeans (some say
the Punics) wused three kinds ofr
chisel to work the same
stone—masonry you see at
Stonehenge. But at Stonehenge
they went one better, Stone was
battered against stone 'because
they had no tools'. Nobody laughs.
'Time to leave', said the
young man.

'Perhaps I shall not see you
again' I said to the Stones, as an
orthodox priest says every day to
his altar. The lines of a 12th
century Breton bishop seemed
appropriate: ‘Nor would 1t be
right to remain completely silent
about the Moonstones. They are as
green as grass, and like unto the
jagper gem. They keep watch on
the movements of the Moon, and
mark the beginning of each
lunation."' His source was a
letter written by an Arabian King.

We turned to go. 'Don' t vou
want to know why the Yase was

worsnipped?’ I asked the young
man, who was on about the
o1l-presses. The families or

North Africa., who controlled the
oll trade. being Semites. were not
allowed to worship the Great
Goddess 1n human form. gacn
family., thererore. adopted its own
secret symboi: an obelisk. a
square pilllar. a LOZENGE. an =gg
stone (water rolled) or a curious

bottle. And also a Vase.
Perhaps. arter all., it did
contain the olive o0il. for one

thing 1s certain: olive oil was
used every day to polish the stone

symbols.
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ARTHUR'S TABLE FOUND IN SCOTLAND.

The legendary Round Table of King
Arthur 1s Dburied in Scotland.
according to a Burke's Peerage

expert.

Mr. Harold Brooks—Baker.
publisher of Burke's, said the
ancient remains were almost

certainly beneath slag waste on
the banks of the Carron River near
Stirling.

Up to £200.000 1is needed to

excavate the stone sections
claimed to be buried on' land owned
by bath manufacturing company

Shires at Carron.
Two American scholars made the
discovery.

{From 'South Wales Evening Post',
via Hazel Pember)



MORDRETD

\Alith such a name. Mordred must
surely be a villain: mutters from
the Jury of ‘'Morte D'Arthur

Dread Judge Dredd'! Guilty by
assoclation. obviously. But let
4s consider the nature of the
charge:

‘That vou, Mordred. are King

Arthur's nephew, or mavbe his son
by his sister:; that when he went
abroad to defend the reaim.
leaving you in charge. you seized
the throne and lived with
Guinevere, the Queen: that at the
Battle of Camiann you severely
wounded Arthur «who is now in
intensive care at Avalon.'

Perry Mason would drive a
horse - and -~ cart through the
prosgsecution's case: 'A complete
fabrication by Geoffrey of
Monmouth. a medieval court lackey
intent on boosting his monarch's
supposed descent from Arthur, and
With additions by rascally French
Writers equally intent on playing
down the myth for political ends.'
This may well be true. During
the 12th Century. when much of our
Arthurian material was written
down in Britain, France and
Germany, the Angevin kings of
England were regarded in France as
repel Normans who by rights were
subjects of their Liege Lord. the
French king. Consequently,
Arthurian writings are loaded with
political bias.

All we know about Mordred from
prior sources comes from a terse
entry In the 10th Century Welsh
Annals under the estimated year
539 AD, where we read: ' The
strife of Camlann in which Arthur
and Modred (sic) perished. (1).
Little enough to go on! For all
we know, they did not fight each
other but were comrades in arms.

Nor are they said to be related
- this is Geoffrey at his

wooliest. Take

ERR

Sid Birchlhy
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him at fac

value:- even 1f Arthur did commi

incest. it was

unwittingly. an

only with a halfi-sister. This 1

not surficlent
mayhem.

cause
In primitive societies
incest did not

tor fami i~

always violat

group mores. but where 1t did. the

offence was
and was

against 'the
avenged

blood
not Dby the

offspring against its parents bus

by the

tamily

group. Blooc

revenge. as 1t 1s called (2). i1s

communal arffair,

as 1n thas
nephew.

and not
nstance. uncle anc

between

This is also clear from folklore¢

and its offsnhoots

of Trairy-tale:s

and pantomime. where wWwe hear mor:

of Wicked
Nephews.

rotten things

Uncles than Wickec
Nephews
Kind-hearted humble
like pig—-tending

are typically
youths doing

Being nepnews. they are well dowr

the family
end they are

totem—-pole but in the
rewarded. This 1is
the role of the symbolic

Nephew:

that wultimately he shall inherit

the earth...

'Someday, my Nephew,

all these pigs will be yours!'

Is Mordred the
Smear? Let wus
Linguists have argued that

Welsh
in the Welsh Annals).

name .
the correct
Modred (as

related to the
Mider. (3) Aha!

victim of H
go Dback to his

form would Dbe

Irish Midhir or
we know him!

There is a lot about Mider in the
Irish 'Book of the Dun Cow' — Kking

of the

underworld,
Etain. wife of

abductor of
the human Kinc

Airem - 1in other words, one ot

those demigods
Boughton said
Hour':

'How Dbeautiful

Lordly Ones!

of whom Rutlanc

'The Immortal

they are., the

They live in the

hill, the hollow hill. .They dance

and they sing,
terrible...' (4)

103

and they're

jo 1ndeed they were. and far
wved from Kipiing's
terfly-winged fairies. Mider

i certainly Lord orf the sidh
.1ry mound) of Bri Leith, and a
rertul being. 1Is the Mordred/
hur story a painted—-over
tic myth about Mider and Airem
. Etain? Now you are asking me
demoiish half of Arthuriana (5)

erences:

L.Alcock: Arthur's Britain.

Pengquin PB 1973.

2. W.G.3umner:
Dover PB 195

3. H.Maynadier: The
the English Poets.
1906.

4. Also said or the Eurovision
Song Contestants.

5. Trance message from Alfred.
Lord Tennyson: ‘Dammit. man. vou
discard all my dramatic values!
Have vyou no regard for my
'Idyils'? ) '

Folkw_.,. ._..o.

Arthur of
Campridge UP.

0ORGTIENS

enix—1ike, PENDRAGON resurrects
r the umpteenth time} to Drove
£t vyou «can't put a good idea
m. Just when one thought that
X gquondam' was l1aild fto rest.
X futurus‘' pops up. And 1t
ms to Dbe the same with
mercial opublications on the
f-same subject. There follows
" reviews, the first being:-—

ARTHUR - THE KING IN THE WEST'
R.¥. Dunning (Alan Sutton 1988,
..995) (See also Nick Grant's
'lew below.).

‘et another Dbook about Arthur
ds to justify itself. Does it
" anything new about the man or
myth? Does it contribute a
rerful synthesis or resume of
‘ent theories? Is it
ractive, well—-illustrated., an
ect to treasure? My ititial
ctions Lo Dunning's ARTHUR are
maybe and perhaps. Pretty
'isive eh? Let me explain.
‘here 1s some discussion about
'sible echoes of the myth, from
- Wars of the Roses down to the

th of Arthur, Duke of
lington in 1852. But of the
'ly mythic development of

hur, dux Dbellorum, I can find

little =ssentially new. As for
any figure who might be the germ
of the legend., Dunning states.
with finality (p26): 'There is.
and can be, no absolute proor.' I
can accept the first part of the
statement with equanimity. but
how. as a scientist, can Dunning
justify the second?

This is a West Country book —
more specifically. Somerset,
though Cornwall gets a chapter -
and therefore does not touch wider
issues such as Ashe's Riothamus
theory or the nature of the
relationships between the early
English and the Britons. But
there is a lot about Glastonbury,
most of wnich. though fascinating
in its own right. 1s irrelevant to
what one might expect to be the
theme of the book. And when we
come to the <claimed historical
link Dbetween Glastonbury and
Arthur's burial. we have a
lightning tour of the evidence for
and against, in a tantalising
summary which suggests that if one
wants clear detail then this 1s
not the place to find it.

So, no exclusive interviews with
Arthur, the man and the myth. Dbut
maybe a ugserul resume (but
scarcely a powerful synthesis) of



cneories. ‘Nhat apout

recent
presentation?

The the designer 1is
manirest througnout. The book 1s
lavisnly 1]l lustrated from
heginning to end by monochrome ana
colour many Dby the
author. addition there are
little unsatistactory corner
1llustrations and fussy margilnai
decorat:ons a ‘Celtic’ style.
I'm o whom the latcer
are appeal. 1Is 1t the
middle Of new readers wno
naven't rediscovered the
Arthuriana of the 30s and 70s and
need wooed away [rom the
mystic school of Bob Stewart, Jonhn
Matthews al. towards rhe

old-rasnioned orthodox standpoint.

Finally,
Dook wnich claims to be

in

drawing
gate)

neatly
indeed published in 1988 and
game ranatics might note)

Cadbury's

a mystery -~ Why does
publisned

a

a reconstruction

by the Camelot Press pic -

southwest

19897 This takes us
a work which was
{name

printed

A

NS

-

BRI

W\

1

GLASTONBURY ABBEY by P. Cari
(Boydelii Press £16.95)

Subtitled 'The holy house at t
head of +the moors adventurous
this book too 1s written by
historian: is lavishly :1llustrac
by monochrome and colour ©photo
some marginal: discusses <
Abbey naturatly) and rerers
Arthur’'s supposeda connections.

There the resemblances (ror m
end. I have nothing but prati
for this publication. 1tseir
treasure nouse or inform
discussion every bhit as precio
as any of the Abbevy's form
relics. The Wwriting
meticulous, well-referenced an
above ail, rair - fair o t
reader. to other historians.and
the erstwnile i1nhabitants or T
Abbey. saints and rogues alike.
matters Arthurian Carley sho
this even—-handedness too. and
recommend this book to PENDRAG
readers as more reievant to the
interests than the former.

CHRIS LOVEGROVE

'MERLIN DREAMS by Det¢
Dickinson. iliustrated by Alan L
(Gollancz £9.995)

Merlin and a rfemaie companic
are hnigh wupon the moors. Si
lights a fire and begins tt
ritual wnile Merlin seats hnimse.
and recites the words of powe:
The rock beside them heaves itse!
up and he steps through t!
flames down into the cold grounc
leaving the gir!l alone. The ro«
crashes down and Merlin is trappe
within the earth. The J1r
quickly finishes the ritual ar
leaves. Merliin is left entombe
while centuries pass: and 1
between Wwaking and sleeping., t
dreams. ..

Nine unrelated stories form tf
basis of this book. dealing wit
knights errant, dragons. unicorns
enchantresses, swords ar
sciopods to name but a few. al
linked by Merlin's dreams ar

)
L

rememberings. None of them have
any Arthurian c¢onnection as such
but are none rthe less =njoyable
for that. The stories are well
told and most or the characters
have genuine warmth and depth.
Also. 1n the <tradition or good
short-story telling, some of them
nave nice twists at the end that
surprise.

What makes the book for me,
though, is the artwork Dby Alan
Lee. Anyone who has seen nis work
will know exactly the sort of
standard he sets himself and the
i1liustrations nere aire ne
exception. Whether using pencil
Or paint he Dbrings a marveilous
lifelike guality to any image. be
1t castles. forests, Dpeople or
dragons. and the ones in this book
are alone worth the cover price.
A nice book for those long, cold
Wwinter eavenings.

SIMON ROUSE

"THE CELTIC ART SOURCE BOCK' by
Courtney Davis (Blandford Press

£14.95)

That Courtney Davis 1s descr:bed
as a master of Celtic Art is no
typically extravagant Celtic Dboast
as this Dbook proves. Its pages
are filled with Dboth original
black and white designs and
wonderfully colourful paintings as
well as motifs adapted from the
5th to 7th century Books of Kells.
Durrow, Lindisfarne and St.Chad.
It 1is from these early works by
largely unknown artists that
Courtney draws his inspiration but
it must Dbe said he is no mere
copyist. His original designs are
precisely that and he should be
seen as continuing in the
traditions of Celtic Art,
producing paintings that have much
relevance for today.

The book 1is divided into
sections dealing with knotwork,
key patterns, spirals, zoomorphics
et¢c. with introductory notes to
each chapter and additional notes

1:

on  the =zarly Celts. as well as
my ths and legends 1including
Arthur. Glastonbury and Joseoh of
Arimathea. These are :nformative
without going into Aareat detail
and provide olenty of access
points for peoble new to the
Celtic world who may wish to go
further 1n their studies.

The black and white
1llustrations are mainly intended
for other artists and crarftworkers
who can use or adapt them 1n
their own work and. as such, are
ideal. When coloured they are
excellent tools for meditation and
for 1inspiring new and original
artwork from others.

The paintings. on the other
hand. are where Courtney excels.
The colours literaily leap out or
the page at vou with 2 vibrancy
and deiicate balance that atfords
hours of pleasurabie study and. :n
the case of three or four pieces,
pure amazement! Each one 15
surely a labour of love and they
are almost organic in the way the
forms and 1interlacing patterns
flow 1into and grow out of each
other. Considering the overail
quality, this book is an 2ssential
purchase for anyone aven remotely
interested in Celtic Arct.

3IMON ROUSE.

‘ARTHUR - THE KING IN THE W T' by
R.W. Dunning (Alan Sutton 1988,
£12.95) (Review No.2)

There is no doubt that this book

is aimed at the popular market.
The writing style is
straightforward, lively and

direct. and the page borders are
rather romantically embroidered
with Celtic tracery as well as
small inset photographs. The book
also contains dramatic full-page
photographs of subjects like the
Wansdyke, Glastonbury Tor and
Cadbury. However, this book is
far from a rehash of the now

2
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well-worn Arthur:an mater:ial. The

author has chosen i1nstead a more
interesting theme whicn is set out
in  the 1introduction (D 3-4):

‘this Dbook 15 the story of nhow
King Arthur. the Arthur or
legend. was brought to the West
Country. It is the story orf its
[the legend’'s} manipulation.'
Apart from brief initial and
closing chapters dealing with the
historical and archaeological
background o the Arthur:an per:od
and the persistence of the
popularity of Arthur. the buik or
:he book 1s devoted to successive
discussions of the Glastonbury
}eqends. other stories of Arthur
in Somerset and the Cornish
legends. Throughout the author
strgsses the potential politicail.
religious and =conomic advantages
?nvolveq in mediaeval
:ocallsatzon, embroidery or piain
fabrication of various Arthurian
legends :1n a speciric place. In
particular. the keen rivairy in
the middle ages between the abbacy
of Glastonbury and the bishopr:c
orf Weils and its likely 2ffect on

ilegend-making. 1S well br
out. The author 1s thus h
sceptical of there being
Substance benind the legends
Westcountry Arthur. i

The narrative is rast-movin
this can lead to
simplification of compliex pro
sucn as the Glastonbury c:

Particularly when the auth
pqtt:ng forward a new argumen

nis own (for example
suggestion that the identific:

oL Cadbury with Camelot may

arisen during the Wars of
Roses as a piece of Yoi
propaganda) I found myself wi:
these could be expiored in
detail. On the whoie. howt
this book serves as a
introduction to this aspect oi . ic
Arthurian legends. and 1s
stimulating =2nough to encourage
the reader =to deive deeper into
the topic. It is rthus a pity that
the Dbibliography should 1nciude
oniy five books.

NICK GRANT
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Answers to last Word Square:—

(1) ARTHUR: (2) REHONE:
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T

: (3) THROWS
(4) HOOPOE: (5) UNWORN: (6) RESENT

Dictator-king makes a point
about psychic powers.

Seduce from the insurgent
Iceni warriors.

Flowery part of the Old
Testament but not the Holy
Bible.

4., T.H.White's name for Arthur
meant this.

Anti-Saxon initially and
penultimately has nothing for
the South American cat.
Decades when an alien
entered to make the rules.
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PLACE (and

>ther) NAMES

By Eddie Tooke

The various strands or knowledge
nich link wus to Arthur's times
re wvery fine-spun: only when
everal coalesce can they support
ny weight orf theory. Ideally we
ould like complete correspondence
etween hisgtory, archaeoloqgy.
lace—names, myth and legend.
ven then there would be doubts.
s Ben Franklyn remarked: 'Nothing
an be said to be certain. axcept
eath and taxes.'

This 1s one of Arthur's most
ntriguing features. Shrouded in

mists, this 'great and
mysterious man’' diffuses avery
lignt that diverse scholarship can
project into his period, leaving
events fuzzy and venues amblguous.
Nothing 1is c¢ut and dried. The
way 1s open for theory to run riot
- and it does. Frustratingly, as

pnilosopher Sir Karl Popper
points out. it 1s a general law
that theories can only be

falsified. never verified.

Aside from intuition, inductive
reasoning 1is all we have. It is
here that originality of approach
may pay dividends. Rick Plewes,
in his article 'Tatffy and the
Morgan Index' (PENDRAGON XIX/1),.
has the rignt 1idea. He studies

telephone directories to spot
above—average groupings of
'Morgans' as a <clue to past

pocketg of Celtic resistance.

The 1idea 1is 1interesting and
could wusefully be extended -
though interpretation of results
might be tricky. In earlier times
it was the custom for Cornish

people to give their children
exotic biblical names.
Zacharians, Gamaliels, Nehemiahs
and Malchizedeks abounded — <clear
evidence for simplie-minded

perusers of parish registers that
the Duchy must once have been
occupied by invaders from Joppa
or Jericho. Others. more astute.

will be guick to point out that
the reason Cornwall is not
simply 'Corn’ nroves that
wall-demolition expert Joshua
hadn't been near the place.
(Gratuitous information: Had he
done so he wouid have found a
couple of '-—hornie)s' and a
'Sugle’ to help him.)

All bible—inspired names. by the
way, wWere 1ot SO exotic. r.J.3
Macdowell (1) qQquotes an instance
of a Cornisn couple who had twins
and sought theilr wvicar's advice
about names. ‘"You couldn't do
better than look in your Bible'
he told them. Mr. MacDoweil does
not record the vicar's subsequent
reaction wnen asked to christen
the children Eyre and
Spottiswoode. ..

How relilable ARE nlace-names as
a gulde to Arthurian sites?
Analysis of the component parts ol
a territorial name may lead us
in the right direction - or just
as probably in the wrong one.
Like all methods. it best comes
into its own when supported by
other Xxinds of evidence. Even
then we could be misled.

Slaughterbridge in Cornwall is a
popular venue for Camiann. the
‘last, dim, weird battle of the

west.' A battle probably occurred
there -~ three centuries after
Arthur's time. Even so the
element ‘'slaughter’' in the name 1is
not unequivocal proof of a
conflict. Slaughterford in
Wiltshire was originally
Slanhthornford - the Ford by the
Blackthorn, while ~ in a

Gloucestershire village of the
same name it probably means 'muddy
ford'. Again. Boarhunt in
Hampshire has nothing to do with
the pursuit of wild pi1gs -
certainly not Arthur's and Cabal's
legendary harrassment of the Dboar
Troit (Troynt): 1t gimply means




'sSpring near a fort'.

Domesday did nothing to clarirfy
the situation. [t =stablished for
posterity tforms of place—-names
whicnh owed more to the 1maginings
of the Norman scribes than to a
scholarly 1insight into thear
original meanings. Proper names.
too, compound the confusion.
Chippenham in Buckinghamshire
might bDe thought to derive from
the Anglo-3axon ‘ceap' or 'ciapan’
{trade) . suggesting a market
town., but Nicholas Gould (2) tells
us  that ~he name most likely
commemorates its founder, a man
called Cippa. One wonders.
though. 1f Cippa himself could
have raken his name from the fact
that he was a trader? (Yes.
Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury, your
own town's name may indeed have
had its origins :in ‘'ceap’ (chib).
3ut I doubt very much 1f there's
any REAL proof of vyour theory
that the Celtic folk-hero. Conn of
che Hundred 3attles, settled 1n
the Scilly Isles and started
trading in computer spares.
'Scilly Conn Chip’ is bad
atymoiogy. I don't KNOW why:; just
take my word for 1it.)

Some place-name meanings may
seem uneqguivocal - but their
apparent innocence could be a
snare. ‘Naval Rock’ . for
instance. near Helford in
Cornwall, seems to have obvious
seafaring associations -~ but the
name 1is derived from 'an aval'
(the apple) —- which establishes
its Celtic origin (3).

A droll situation
arises from the false
interpretation locals may put on
what 1is, to them, a meaningless
name . It may turn out to be
surpisingly apt. 'Forth hens
dall', (plind way road). Cornisn
for ‘cul-de~sac' became 'fore end
all' - still quite a good
description!

As regards Arthur,
place-names containing
the subject of endless
speculation. ‘Cam'-names in fact
and fable cannot easily be linked.

sometimes

however,
‘cam’ are

Cam (like Chipping) may or
not stem £from a proper name.
River Came L captures
imagination - one sees the
rerlection of Arthur 1in avery
ripple - but it comes from the
Cornish cam hayl - ‘crooked
estuary'. obviously applicable rto
many vrivers. It 1s to ivor
Snook's credit. then. that 1n his
article in this 1ssue hne uses
place—names with a high degree or
dexterity in an inter—
disciplinary amalgam which 1s
very convincing. Dare anyone
dispute nis reasoning? I can
hardly wait to see!

(No., Deirdre ot Chipping
Sodbury. the 'scramasax' was not
30 named because Arthur used 1t to
put the Saxons to flight. It 18
simply a 'sword—knife' invented by
the Saxons hundreds of years
later. And ves. I know vyou're
proud of your nome—town and its
V.I.Ps, but when Geoffrey Ashe [4)
tells us that Adam of Sodbury
‘vaulted the nave' at Glastonbury
he didn't mean the worthy
Abbot/builder was in training for
the Olympics. Nobody's THAT
good. Go get yourself a
brain-transplant (5).
what's all this got to
place-names? You just LOVE tc see
your name in print, don't you?)

may
The
the
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Many congratulations to all Regardless of the fact that
concerned in the production of the Yortigern (a title not a name -
STONEHENGE edition. Considering compare with the Irisn
we were expecting a newsletter. 'Taioseach’) may well have been
the arrival instead of a strangely King of Gloucester, there is the
familiar (and, even more likelihood that Uther Pendragon
strangely., legible) PENDRAGON, was not Duke of Cornwall. which
was a positive triumph. I'm did not fthen exist under that
really grateful to you, Eddie., for name, but Duke of the Cornovii.
jumping into the editorial As an afterthought., the continued
deep—end as vyou have done. existence of the Kingdom of
Congratulations to all the Dumnonia (whose army had a
editorial team and a big thank regiment called "Arthur's
you to Georff Dando for printing Regiment’') had been one of the
and assembling the Journal ready uncomfortable facts that the
for dispatch. (I expect you'll Church succeeded for the most part
even get a mention in the credits in censoring from recorded
one day., Geoff!) (Done, as from history, and which has been
this issue! ZD. 1 ) largely forgotten in our times.

The kind of shake-up we've Jjust I am all for archaeological
had has happened several times in investigation of selected sites.
the past - and., in the past, and [ draw your attention to the
personnel has changed quietly and fort of 0ld Sodbury, which is
tactiully. I'm afraid the last  impressive even today and which in
sne was rather public through the times we are interested in
circumstances beyond my control. wag clad with stone and must have
jowever, I'm sure confidence will presented a formidable appearance
2ick up again rapidly now and new and have been worthy of occupation
ictivities will Degin. It 1is by a chieftain with a
ieartwarming that a whole new team considerable retinue. This site
as already emerged. I 1look has never been excavated.
forward to the next issue - and (Geoff Bird, Bristol.>
he AGM.

Kate Pollard.

The Gloucestershire area is
important

nore
study
han

of
many

Bristol.>

to the
the Matter
researchers

far
historical
of Britain

realise.

You say in your editorial that the
Journal was ready for dispatch
over a week ago. How can this De
true? You must still have been
writing the editorial at the time.
(Deirdre, Chipping Sodbury.>




{Dear Deirdre or Chipping 3Sodbury.
It has to do with morphogenetic
fields. parallel universes and the

Schrédinger wave—function. I'1l
explain 1t to vyou sometime — 1if
vou lilve that long. ED. ]

I did appreciate your quotation
from the wisdom of Jess Foster and
agree that PENDRAGON must roam
freely to seek <for Arthur in
history, rable., myth or wherever.

About the bluestones, though.
there is no need to wonder why
they had to be brought all the way
from Wales. or to 3uppose. which
is geologically unlikely, that
they were deposited <from above
like the sarsens not many miles
away . When the old Ministry of
Works foolisnly laid gravel around
the stones some vears ago. sharp
plieces were picked up by the shoes

orf vigitors and prostrate
bluestones were scuffed by them.
exposing to my sight their

unweathered pattern of dark blue
with white spots. When freshly
cut, or deliberately kept in that
condition. they would have
represented the night sky. This
was certainly so of the lapis
lazuli of Afghanistan which. at
about the time wnen the bluestones
were Dbrought to Stonehenge, was
traded throughout the Middle East
for the same good magical reason.
(Steven Banks. Salisbury.>

I was particularly interested in
your comments about the Hele
Stone at Stonehenge being
asgsociated with Heliopolis, the
City of the Sun, wnither flies the
young Phoenix, having sprung
from its parent's ashes [(see Issue
No.19/31. The heliolatrous
worship originated with Hermes
Trismegistus. The Phoenix was
born from a stone found in the
Vale of Hebron, and the dead body
of Hermes Trismegistus was found
at Hebron. This may well be the
key to the mysteries!
<(David Pykitt, Burton-on-Trent>

As the Pendragon Socilety has
such a long history, it might be
an lidea to have an article about
what was happening 25-30 vyears
ago. I'm sure this would be of
interest to relatively new members
as well as nostalgla-making for
the older ones.

I'll try to advertise the
Society in this area <ith some
posters 1'll make up <from the
front page of the Journal.

(Hazel Pember, Swansea >

{Nice idea., Hazel. and thanks!
Kate has promised to do something
on the nostalgia theme. ED.]

Reading R.M.Twist's 'Stonehenge
Report’'. his mention of Leptis
Magna reminds me that certain
columns were Dbrought from there
and erected by Virginia Water
after that - ornamental lake Wwasg
created - this was a real
'archaisgsing' exercise, carried out
at a time when people thought
little or nothing of our ancient
sites. ]

I am interested in springs and
sacred water and their folklore.
I don't know how many are
connected with King Arthur, or his
people, but there should Dbe more
than the one at South Cadbury!
{Mary Bonney, Windsor.>

XMW N

The above is a fair selection of
readers' letters. They underline
geveral points.

(1) Pendragon membership may not
be high but it is widegpread.

(2) Our Society's multilateral
policy on Arthur and the Matter of
Britain is Jjustified. Members
have many angles of interest - and
who 1is to say that any are
illegitimate?

(3) [(Arising from (1) and (2}]
Members have a real need for
contact by letter with esach other
and with this office. Keep thg
letters coming! We'll forward
personal communications if you
send a stamp.

>N
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TEe actual location of the Battle

orf Camlam 1s a mysterv. From
Geoffrey of Monmouth we learn only
that Mordred fled ‘far into

Cornwall' and that the battle took
place at ‘the raiver Cambula' .
Within a hundred vears arter
Geotfrey wrote. other writers had
transiated Cambula into the river
Camel in Cornwall, and more
exactly at Camelford. This has
remained the most widely accepted
location up to the present day.

However, claims for other
locations have been put forward.
inciuding Camelodunum (Colchester)
and Camboglanna (near Hadrian's
Wall). Neither of these however
Seems to be possible 1f we accept
the accounts of Arthur landing in
Kent, a battle at Winchester.
Mordred retreating into Cornwall,
the wounded Arthur being taken to
the Isle orf Avalon for his wounds
Lo be treated. Another suggestion
is that the Dbattle took ©place
somewhere in Somerset on the river
Cam. I believe that the latter
is the correct location.

Geoffrey was not the first to
mention the battle. for it appears
in the 'Annales Cambriae' (a set
Oof tables indicating the correct
date for Easter over a period of
years) 1into which someone entered
a number of historical notes at
the appropriate vears. It is
thought that these notes must have
been compiled not later than AD
956 and thus antedate Geoffrey by
180 vyears. In one of these MS
annals (Harleian 3859) the entry
opposite the year AD 937 says
'Gueith Camlan<n> (sic) in which
Arthur and Medraut fell.' There
are two points of interest in this
entry. First there is the use of
the word Gueith for Dbattle,
because Gueith 1is the British
word. and this suggests that the

WAZ IT FOUGHT?

By Ivor Snook.

information may have come from
some British source: and secondly
the alteration in the word
Camlann, which suggests that the
Wwriter was not sure of the correct
spelling. In a different MS of
the Annales the entry is written
in Latin as 'Bellum Camlam', with
the final letter 'm' which became
the most frequently used spelling
in later years.

Geoffrey of Monmouth, writing in
AD 1136, claimed that he obtained
his information about Arthur from
a ‘'British Dbook' which he
possessed., but that - he found
little or nothing about Camlam in
it and had to ask Archdeacon
Walter for information. Possibly
his source was in the 'fables' or
the British which were current at
the time. William of Malmesbury,
Wwriting at about the same time as
Geoff-ey, says: ‘It 1is of this
Arth that the Britons fondly
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tell so many fables'. Geoffrey
says that the pattle was on the
river <Cambula., so neither ne nor
Archdeacon Walter had 3seen the
Annales <Cambriae. or having seen
them preferred to follow his own
source. whatever 1t was.

About twenty years after
Geoffrey wrote his 'History of the
Kings of Britain' a Jerseyman.
Robert Wace, made a version oL 1t
in French whicn he called the

'Roman de Brut ' . About
thirty-five vears later again
Lavamon, an Angio—-3axon priest,
made a version of the 'Roman de
Brut' which he called simply
'Brut' (c. AD 1190). Both or
thegse writers savy that from

Winchester Mordred took nhis army
by ship to Cornwall. Wace says
"The battle was arrayed on the
Camel, over against the entrance
to Cornwall.' Why the Came |
should Dbpe described as ‘'against
the entrance to Cornwall' 1is a
mystery. One might think that a
fleet sailing west in the English
Channel would have found good
"entrances' to Cornwall at the
river Tamar, or Fowey, or
Falmouth, without chancing the

Nl
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much longer and dangerous vovade
round Land's End and wup the
Bristol Channeti. Layamon.
however, says ‘'Uoon the Tambre
they came together. the place
hight Camelford'. Tambre can only
mean 'Tamar', but if the Dbattle
took place on that river 1t was a
iong way rfrom Camelford. It maght
be felt that these two statments
about the location of Camlam

support each other., but I feel
that 1in fact =ach of them 1s not
altogether trustworthy.

It could be that in some manner
one or both writers had become
aware that hundreds oL vyears
before their time there had
actually been an important battle
at Camelford. That battle is
mentioned 1in the Anglo—Saxon
Chronicle as taking place at
Galford (i.e. Camelford) 1in AD

823. It is also mentioned in the
"Chronicle of Fabius Ethelward'.
written not long before AD 1000,
where. 1in the Giles translation,

it is said to have taken place at
Camelford.

At about the same time as
Layamon was writing, authors on

the continent were compiling their
massive works about ‘'The Matter
of Britain'. Against ymewhat
shadowy background of K Arthur
and his court they fram )mantic
tales of court intrigues, lords
and ladies, love and war, the
seeking of the Grail. etc. When
they came to the break—up of the
Round Table and the death of
Arthur they located Camlam at the
river Camel in Cornwall. If they
had read Geoffrey they probably
rejected Cambula because. as 1t

was an unknown place which could
not be located, it would not
convey much to their readers. But
Cornwall and the Camel were real
places: they could be identified.
Also the long historical
agssociation between Cornwall and

Brittany was widely known. and
there was even a Cornouaille in
Brittany. Then too Cornwall was
to be the location of the stories

f Tristram and Xing Mark. <Camlam
1 the Camel. i1n Cornwall. would
» immediately understandable and
:ceptabie.

A curious point apout the Camel
>catlon is that none of the
iters noted that Cameiford is
1ly a few miles from Tintagel. so
1at Arthur entered into lite at
.ntagel, and arter a long life or
irlike exploits in many faraway

aces, finally received his
rath-blow Jjust a few miles away
'om where his life Dbegan. If
\at  were S0 i1t 18 almost

ipossible that Sritish historians
r ‘'tellers of fables') could
ve missed the <connection. and
ey would have made much orf 1it,
‘obably with magical or
1losophical connotations.

The first direct translation orf
offrey of Monmouth into English
s made Dby Aaron Thompson 1in
18, and in it we read that arter

e Dbattle at Winchester 'From
ence he (i.e. Mordred) made a
ecipitate flight, and

rched in haste towards Cornwall,
thur forthwith pursued him into
e country as far as the river
mbula, where the other was
pecting his coming'. If Mordred
arched' towards Cornwall it 1is
vious that an overland movement

indicated, not the <tran-
ipment by sea recorded by Wace
d Layamon. It says that Mordred
rched 'towards' Cornwall, not
at he reached 1it., but Arthur
rsued him 'into that country',

ich could be taken to mean that
ey did actually meet in
rowall.

VJow that 18 probably correct.
cept that we have to ask into

ich Cornwall they were marching.
my article 'The Four
igdoms' (PENDRAGON 15/4) I gave
one kingdom (or dukedom) that
Cornwall which then extended

| across southern England south
of the Thames and to the Bristol
Channel. Mordred offered Cheldric
the Saxon., 1in return for his
agsistance, Kent (which had been
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in Saxon hands since the time of

Yortigern) and ail Britain from
the Humber to Scotland. The
iatter 1ncluded Mordred's own
kingdom and 'all 3ritain from the

Humber to Scotland' would be
practically the ancient kingdom or
Albany (one ot the 'Four
Kingdoms'). Georfrey mentions no
counter offers by Arthur, but
Malory. in his ‘'Le Morte d‘Arthur,
says that Arthur offered Mordred
"Kent and Cornwall during Arthur's
lifetime, and arter Arthur's
death to have all England’. This
Seems to be A most curious offer.
for two small counties at the
opposite ends of southern England
could not Dbe much of a bait to 2

man who already had a kingdom
larger than those two put
together. But 1f Arthur meant the

ancient kKingdom of Cornwall it s

a different matter. for that
Cornwall was probably the
strongest and most secure kingdom
in all England, and at the death
of Arthur the king of Cornwall
would certailnly Dbe the strongest
claimant to kingship of the whole
country.

In William of Malmesbury'’'s 'De
Antiquitate Glastoniensis

Ecclesiae’ there are
interpolations Dby
and one of these,

many
later copilers.
probably Dby Jonn

of Glastonbury, says that
‘Mordred gave Cerdic seven
provinces. Southsex. Southerel,
Baroscire, Wiltscire. Dorsert,
Devonscire, and Cornubia’.

Baroscire and Wiltscire seem to be
extras, and curiously enoughn
Glastonbury's own county Somerset
is missing, but apart from that
the list 1includes every county
from Kent to Cornwall in correct
order, 1.e. the kingdom or
Cornwall. Despite the confusion
about who was making the offer to
whom this seems to confirm that
the Cornwall in question was the
ancient kingdom and not the modern
county.

S0 now I will make the
suggestion that by clearing up the
con~ on of the two Cornwalls.




aptured Cador's strongnold anda With no leaders. and no doubt

Mordred and Arthur marched into Annales Cambriae and seems to :hen dereated Arthur he would be utterly exnausted. the rank and
the Kkingdom or Cornwail 1in the have been the regular appellation ipso facto King of Cornwall. He rile simply drifted away .
Q1rect10n of the county of in We{sn and Brltlsh_sources. 'On c:ould have reached Cadbury by Mordred's men probably finding
Cornwall, anq that somewhere along the Camel' arises from Waqe and :aking an ancient Roman road out safety across the river Alham.
the line of march was the river Layamon and some  or  the >f Winchester which ran almost due less than a mile to the northwest.
tambula. where the battle took continental 'Matter of Britain’ /est. passing just north of If Arthur was Xxilled near the
place. _ romances, put I cannot accept the Salisbury (perhaps that 1is how river Brue he could well have been

There is in fact another Camel ‘'at the entrance to jalisbury got into the story) and taken down that river in a boat
location for <Camlam which fits Cornwall' nor ‘Camelford on the ipparencly continued. passing some to Glastonbury.
this  hypothesis, that is Tamar’. and [ have suggested that !ifteen miles north of <Cadbury. A peculiar fact is that when (or
Salisbury Plain. In 'La Morr Gche whole implication of the shich would thererfore be reached 1if) Arthur took up position on
Artu’ In the Vulgate Cycle or illght of Mordred pursued by 5y a short deviation. the river Cam he would have had a
continental romances the battle is AIchur leads to a conrrontation ac Arthur pursued Mordred. and here rfew miles away on his lert,
said to have ctaken place on .che down near  Salisbury’. ve have the remarks that Arthur rfurther down the Cam. the two
Salisbury pilain, ; which JCeotffrey's Cambula seems to stand went down by the seaside’. which ctowns Queens Camel and West Camel.
afterwards was covered in corpses. OF 1tS OWn. with no relation to seems to be curiously 1rrelevant. and also a Camel hill. This
Sir Thomas Malory aiso places _omel. Camlam — or Camelford. iowever if 'seaside’ should have could well have been the origin of
the battle ‘'upon a down near LOWeVer in the British literature >een printed 'sea side' we can locating the battle on the Camel.
Salisbury'. He takes Mordred Of  the subject we find guite a ave the quite feasible and thus have no connection  with
Straight from a fight near Yariety or appellations.  Willlam iescription of Arthur not the Camelford Camel at all.
Canterbury after which 'King ©Of = Maimesbury in his 'De ‘ollowing directly behind Mordred In my theoretical account of the
Arthur drew him with his host down ~ntiguitate . Glastoniensis >ut  taking a parallel course on battle it began (from the British
by the seaside westward towards ~cc.eSlae has Juxto fluvium he seaward side from Mordred's. angie) upon the Cam and ended
Salisbury: and there a day was -ombam. and 2 marginal note in { think that this is what Arthur upon the Alham. It might
assigned betwixt King Arthur and @t Work nas the war at Kemeler iid. and his forces. hardy and originally therefore have been
Sir Mordred that they should meer 11 Cornwall. — Johannes Priseus >attle-trained from their described as the battle on the
upon a down near Salisbury, and calls it Camilan. Giraldus rontinental wars. reached the rivers Cam and Alham. or from the
not far from the seaside'. Then L_omPrensis has Kemelen, Jonn arget firsc. and arrayed 7

. ; . 2

occurred the meeting wnich endeq L—cland nas Cambalan(icus). Harding :hemselives on the River Cam. thus
in dispute because a knight drew Of the water called = Camblayn, javing Cadbury Castle and giving
his sword to kill an adder. and L 0res Historiarum says super :hemselves a secure line upon the
the battle took place immediately flumen Camblan. IOgeAmlght suppose -iver.
at that location. that the Letter b' in SO many ?f Northwards from Arthur's

That location for the battle is - 8S& arises from Geoifrey's >osition on the Cam lies an area
aiso stated twice in the Cambula. nevertheless the words 1amed on the Ordnance Survey maps
'Westminster MS' | In an early seem to have a different source. Cary Moor' which could weU have
part of the MS Arthur is It will be remembered that after >een an area ;orrespondlng to a
apparently asserting his supremacy the fight at Winchester Mordred iown in Arthurian times. Some
over other British kings. He 1s said to have taken a five or six millies north of the Cam
meets and defeats kings Nero and precipitate flight and marched is the river Brue. whlch_may have
Lot, after which Merlin prophesies towards Cornwall. The fact that ceen Mordred's baseline. The
to Arthur that 'there should be a his flight 1is stated to be >utline of the battle may
great battle near Salisbury, and precipitate may mean that his herefore have been _somewhat as
Mordred his son should be against forces were routed, or that he had follows. It began furiously 1in
him’. Near the end of the MS the decided his best chance was to :he country north of the Cam.
account of Arthur going westward get to some pre-arranged location \rthur forced Mordred's forces
down by the seaside and meeting where he would have time to put ’>ack and at one point struck right
Mordred upon a down near Salisbury his forces in order before Arthur -0 the heart of h1$ defences, and
1s almost identical with the arrived. Thus he would be at the fordred was  killed. However
account given by Malory. place where he was 'expecting fordred's leaders, possibly

In a search for the real Arthur's coming'. I think it is rallied by Cheldric. gathered
location of the battle the names possible that he was making for sogether froml all over the f;eld
we have give us little help. In Cadbury Castle. To hold this and fought vigorously. Poss;bly
this article I have used the name strong point would be an -his last battle was on the river
Camlam which is used in the advantage. and if he first 3rue. and here all the leaders,

including Arthur, were killed.
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Cam to the Alham. Reduced by
repetition to Cam/Alham. and then
further. 1t could easily have

become Camalan, Kemelen.
Cambalan. Camblan. Camblayn. names
I have mentioned above. and

finally to Camlam or Camliann.

It 1s only rfair to point out
that Thompson. in his translation
of Georfrey orf Monmouth. uses
Seorfrey's name ‘Cambula’ for the
site of the Dbattle. but in a

topographical 1ndex to his
translation includes ‘'Cambula, the
river Camel or Alan in
Cornwall ‘. There 1s indeed a

river Allen between the Camel and
the sea. Why Thompson should say
Cambula 1is the river Camel OR
Alan. and 1indeed why he should
mention two rivers (being as far
as [ can tell the Iirst author to
do so) 1s rather a mystery. Where
Geotffrey obtained his name
Campula 1is also a mystery.
Presumably either he found in the
'British book' some word he could
not translate, or he gave the best

rendering he could of some
unintelligible word in a spoken
legend. At least Cambula has

three syllables, as in Cam/Alham,
Camilan, Cambalan, Kemelen, unlike

Camei or <Camiam. which have only
LwWO .

References:

Geoffrey of Monmouth. Historv ot

the Kings or 3ritain. (¢c. 11360 .
Trans. Thorpe. L. Penguin 1978.
Layamon. Brurc. tc. 1190} and
Wace. Roman de 3rut. ic. 1183) -
both 1in Nace and Layamon:
Arthurian Chronicies. Dent .
1978.

Maiory. 3ir T. Le Morte d'Arthur.
(c. 1469) 2 Vols. Penguin.
i981.

Thompson. Aaron. The Britisn
History ... Trans. frcm Georfrey
of Monmouth. 1718.

Westminster MSS. see Vinaver.
William or Malmesbury. De
Antiquitate Glastoniensis

Ecclesiae. {(c. 1129).
Vinaver., EZugene. The Works orf Sir
Thomas Malory. Oxrford 1867. An

MSS discovered at Winchester by
Vinaver wnicn he Dbelleves must
have been used by Maiorv.

Note: I am indebted to Sid
Birchby who checked the details 1in
Thompson's British History on my
behalf.
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PHOENIX RUNES

‘Amber’, Short Cross Road,
Mount Hawke, Truro,
Caornwail TR4 8EA, UK

Tel: Porthtowan (0208} 890880

Beryl Mercer
Tricia Bramwell
Julia Stone

Cur unique, first-aver Rune cards appeared in Qctober 1983,
and are still available at £6¢60 for an unboxed sat, §7-50 ror
a boxed set. Both prices include UK postage and packing.

For details of prices for overseas orders, please apply to the
address above. :

e have now extended our range of Runic products to include
the following items:

Rune Cloths, hand-embroidered by Juliaz £9+00 each

Ceramic Rune-slips, created by Rosie Fagg:
Unglazed: £12+:00 per set
Glazed: £12+50 per set
These will bae packed in handmade pouches;
if the purchaser does not require a pouch,
the cost will bae correspondingly lower.

Beechwood Rune-slips (in pouches): £8+:C0 per set

Sets of 'Ninestones' as used by Tony Willisg
made from beach pebbles and raw gemstones by
Tricia, packed in pouches, together with a
booklat specially written for Phoenix Runes
by Tony:

Runic pendants, handmade in pewter by Tricia,
with the Runic symbol (state preference,
please) picked out in tiny, sparkling
gemstones:

- £6+°00 per set

£6+50 each (boxed)

5211 the above prices include UK postage and packing.
For details of prices ror overseas orders, please apply to the
address above.

PLEASE NOTE: All the new items will be handmade to order; please
allow 28 days for (inland) delivery. For this reason,
we will not ber able to supply orders in bulk, and therefore ' we have

not quoted any trade prices.

Cheques and postal orders should be crossed and made payable
to PHOENIX RUNES.
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