


Ed -I ' 
Hands up all those who thought 

the revived PENDRAGON was Just a 
flash in t he pan and would fold 
after the first issue! Humble 
yourselves! Get out the sackcloth 
and ashes ( free o n application to 
the Secretary whiie stocks l ast ) 
Yes. here is Issue No.2. Mind 
you. the main reason for the red 
cover is to conceal the blood from 
my two maimed typing fingers. 
Still. we 've made it. Actually it 
was ready for dispatch over a 
week ago. but I withheld posting 
until after the AGM so a report 
could be inserted. At the moment 
of writing ~his I do not know 
whether I wi ll still be 
secretary/ editor / treasurer or just 
a fallen leaf. swept into the 
dust-cart of oblivion (Hearts and 
Flowers music ). 

This i ssue owes a very great 
deal to our energetic editorial 
team and Geoff Dando our printer. 
Without Them This Production 
Would Not Have Been Possible 
( fanfare of trumpets echoing up 
through the corridors of time from 
where the Pendragon stirs in his 
Hollow Hill) . Seriously , though. 
whatever Anne and I have asked of 
Fred and Simon has met with 
immediate response. Thanks also 
to those who have contributed 
articles. reviews and letters. I 
have always argued that these 
make a j ournal much more 
interesting to its readers than 
would a series of blank pages. 
Grateful appreciation: well done! 
We are also grateful for the many 
ki nd and encouraging comments we 
have received. 

On a serious note. it is 
necessary to request all you 
peoole who have not yet 
resubscribed to do so NOW (i f you 
want to. that is) . We can quite 
understand your desire to see 
first if the Journal was going to 
continue or collaose. This issue 
shows you that it.has no intention 

of doing the l atter . I'm sure 
you will apprec:ace. however , that 
PENDRAGON operates on a 
shoestring budget and it would not 
be fair to those members who HAVE 
resubsc:-ibed to 
financial burden 

bear 
imposed 

the 
by 

non-payers. so ~ 'm afraid that 
unless your subscriptions are 
received by Oct. 31st ( USA members 
Nov. 14th) no more Journals can 
be sent to you. 

Now for a more pleasant task -
saying a big THANK YOU to all yo u 
people whose generous donations 
have made possible this second 
issue and the two which are to 
follow in this subscr1pt1on year. 
I cannot name you all 
individually here. but everyone 
concerned has received a personal 
letter in addition to the normal 
printed receipt. 

Future themes have been 
suggested by several members and 
will be taken up - we have about 
five so far and coming issues will 
notify prospective contributors 
about them in plenty of time for 
them to sharpen their quills. 
prime their Papermates: de-cobweb 
their typewriters or beat their 
word-processors i nto submission. 

PENDRAGON is YOUR Journal: its 
strength depends upon YOUR support 
- which includes suggestions and 
constructive criticism. So let's 
hear from you. (No. Deirdre of 
Chipping Sodbury. your suggest io n 
regarding the top of Blackpool 
Tower is j ust not v iable. For one 
thing the guard-rail's too high. ) 

A further sober note. Sid 
Birchby, for many years a pillar 
of strength to PENDRAGON and a 
source of encouragement and 
inspiration to me. has been 
seriously ill in hospital. 
Although he is on the mend. it may 
be a 1 engthy haul. Every member 
of our Society will. I am sure. 
wish him and his wife, Jay, good 
luck and good health for the 
future . 



CA TTL t\NN 
I am Taliesin1 I know ~ood and evil, 
I have been a multitude of shapes 
Before I assumed consistent form. 

I have cecome a predictin~ 1:nrd, 
I have sunis since time 1:l'i!~n, 
I can s~ak what tongue can speak. 

I speak now of a field of blood, 
I sing of the final battle, 
Camlann's story shall be sun~ a~in 

let the snow fall on the hoar frost, 
Gentlv sweeps the wind the toos of trees, 
In the Caleiids of Winter thP. sta~s are cold. 

Let the snow descend and cloak the vale; 
Warriors wait trumpet call to 1:nttle, 
Firm is t he shield on the shoulders of the brave. 

The hosts of Cymru arise with the dawn, 
The men of Pry.lain in battle array, 
Like the waves loud-roaring over the beach. 

Med:rarl,with frigid blood and pallid countenance, 
His cheeks enclosed with armour all around, 
He calls for death and brings destruction, 

Med:rawt the Leader, the \lolf in the Snow, 
He would not retreat from the combat 
Before his blade felled five 1::attalione. 

Like death his spear: killin~ his enemy, 
Proud in the field, with wide-spreadin1s sword, 
The s-plendid Prince of the !forth : 

If there le a cry on the hill, 
Is it not Medrawt that terrifies 

If there is a cry in the valley, 
Is it not Med:rawt. that pierces ? 

If there is a cry on the slope, 
Is it not Medrawt that wounds ? 

At the P1eld of Ca111lann I saw Arthur, 
Dragon-Lord, conductor of the toil, 
And brave men hewing down with steel. 
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At Camlann I :,aw t he rage -:if slaught!lr, 
Stallions :-ed -shinned fr'.lm brutal strife, 
1,nd after tattle : bitter brooding :!eath. 

At Camlann I saw the rage of slaughter 
And biers beyond all bearing, 
The ravens werP. red from t he warring of men. 

RavP.n 0 f Camlann, uplifting i ts talon, 
S ta.nd.ini; guard on the flesh of men, 
,vid for blood of those I have cherishsrl. 

I have. be.en where the hosts of Cymru were s lain, 
The men nf ,rthur, ~xtolled in songs 
When t.hP. ravens screamed for blood. 

I ha VP. ':Jeen in the nlace where Arthur was felle.d, 
The Son of Uther, of far - reaching fame 
1·/hen the. ravens screamed for flesh. 

In the han<I. of Arthur ascended the ashen spear 
.And Medra.wt the Fierce Boar was pierced, 
91.lt powerful fell t he str,:,ke 0n Arthur's head. 

In t he conflict of sword and snear they fell, 
With sharpP.ned blad.es committed slaughter, 
Of equal eye they fell in the struggle of 1::attle. 

Drenched with gore on blood-soakeri. Camlann, 
0 ierced '::l.v nhongomia.nt ,.A!thur' s Spear 
The Slayer of Hosts is gone to the Black Glebe. 

Hhose are the .graves that lie along the river ? 

Men t hat were generous when they lived were slain. 
Short were their lives, but long the grief of loved-

ones. 

Ten thousand gold-t,orq_ued., ;ie ll-t:rained, warlike, 
7en thousand proudly armed,preparcd for war, 
Ten thousand fi ary s teeds bo~ them to cattle; 
From Camlann none but seven made safe return. 

Because of the King, Oaken Door of Cymru, 
My heart burns in long memory : 
!leaven has brought a heavy affliction. 

He was our Guardian with a Long Hand, 
A 5wift Sagle where none dared ride' : 
He Has our Anchor in the Desert Sea. 



Bithcr ~01' ~ ~,Jr ~0 ~r2r ion ~r ill :ir in= □ P 
n :r~e ~orninr: ! wi. ll :e.2. •1P. 7'.!'·d ::. ':;orl.y 
n ·..;orri:-: :.n-i ~·-J rrr1 : ,m r. :..;ho£t . 

7hc ::::.ll ) 1° .. Arthur :s iar k ~onb;ht 
1..r itho11 t its _.:-:.rP. , wi.thout its !.i.~ht 
De~d :.s r:1~.r chieftain, rrivse 1 f a.li ~e . 

'.'ie ;-:3.ll ·.Yf . .:..r•.hur , -~.1rk its rtJof , 
.-: :.,ne l.- ~~ :1 t. P"=!d f:ts t JHordsl'len 
I J ncq ~ n~w ~t 101 1r hearthside. 

-:- :~ 0 ~~11 0.f .:..rt~ur is 12 j_e rci.r. .q ~o lrl , 
:1y :l c:~.rt : -goze:3 ·.-1i.t.h 11nbGar~hlc --rief 
:-!i.: ·..r=3..s :-u !' 3hiA ld , =. '/ 2.l l to .gua.tJ t h€' -: ~r.niil . 

:.i _,, '.1.':~~ i.~ .,f thr. co l011r of ':.1 i. r:te r. ~02-r, 

5av •~P.t -.h~ :.rorl~ is at ;,.n cr.ri : 
'.'i ho wi 1.l rul~ :,.ft.c., ':'ic :: •) n 0f ~thcr ~ 

?y-t":iri in t :"lc ·.; i.se , "~ell. ~e no :a . .lsehood, 
Z ~111 ~s~ J ~ ~ccount 1f the wnr~n : 
':!ho will r e i..:m ;.fter thP. Son ~f r_;t!,er ? 

"'.' r.ul ,v :-:e ·,d.11 C Ol'lP. -ith host :;.!"d shi:os, 
?end r;.~on ·..till not ~~ide himse lf for long 
".'h!>n pla~.:c ~or •.~e. shall harm : his 3les ,;e.d Is i.e . 

-:'i1i.$ i ~ i'iY r~tt'?.mnt, to com-oos~ :i. ?Oem in ~h e -..·e.ish 
: C,-m'!~i :i-Jd' ( ~ar ly) ~:,yle . I ~ave t:r,:,.wn 1: P.av ily :,n 
':"h~ ~our Ancie nt 300K~ of ·,;ale s ' ,::illi2.rn ? .3 1<1:ne 

(Edinbur~h .13~8 ) for l'lY inspiration and models ­
t hough I hope t he enn- ~roduc t is ~v own. 

. The Stanza form is the 'Sngl_yn ' - three lines of 
"'1.ryrn!': oyllables, rh_'fl'!in,; ~;ubtly i n t he ·,1e l sh . I have chosen ~-o 
gou"P ":!-le ::-r:a.nzc.s in t hrees, furthe r Comooundin.g : his Ce ltic 
feat!.!:-~. _ . . . -

. . 1 t 15 nero1.c ~oetry, pril"li ti vP. , tcrGe 2.nrl •:ie-orous, 
sp~~K~n'; ~~:-: 3;mbolE : i t is -3. l ~o .:ir istocrat ic ')Oetrv,Its TJuroose 
socia...L an? c Erernonial - it icl'?a.lises the tri~ ,e; lorifvir.i i. ts 
heroes "-~~ l anentin'i : heir death (r,ane~ydc and eiec;:,.ic ) . 

. nc s ~;:i,Y.e.r, i n t hi s casG Taliesin - the ' :-lamer' .-,f ~=3..r lv 
·~:~lsh ?Oetr.,,~ftcn ~ w;i.ils hi s f~eb l,::1 ~onditi on ,the ':Jrevitv 0f ., 
hfo •.n~. ~he. loss of '>xpectations (1·.' '!lsh ' hiraeth ' ~ :'he r<>tur'."1 
0-f .'. r thur ~it,; >•ell i.nt.o this ' lon~ine: ' ' · . , - • • 

?.~~':.!'l'lt€ r : i t is or -?_l poP_tr; t hat shm1ld he $OokP.n 2.loud, 
-~tter. :;t.111 - :c;,m-!\. I dare :r0u : ':'he melodic 0ualities ~f t he 
.-.e.lsh ,ongue 'lre aiot 'ie r'! to ="llpport you, howcv~r : 

~r~rl Stedman-Jones . 
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STONEHENGE REVI'.3ITED 

By R.M. Tw-ist 

F ifty years gone , perhaps to the ~~-=a'.:': , , ~• "----ee:-=."""=-7_ ,.~="-· I 
ver/ day, I rev1 s 1 ted Stonehenge. .:. . -_~ 0 ?;,c;. ---~: :.. ~ . - 1 

I well remember a bright s unny = .-c. _ __ :.:.--:-~- ---=~~---· - - -' --· -- 1 
day in 1938. I haa stopped the - - - - --·-- --=-=--=-:·a:-:__ ·--- ---
car to gaze across a E ie id at a Z!-l.--.ii li..DJJl1!:;~-=:c..~ -~--~, 
lonel y heap o f ,nones s naped l ike ~ -t--':'--'- · ___ _ ~. :.:;-__:-
a c r own. Not a soul was 1n sight 1 • •• __ -- ~ - .... , ...... . _ -_ -_,~--=-- · -."'-- - ---
until a solitary AA motor-cyclist ! ·_.- ·-:·,.-• ·--· i_--··_: ··. i 
came up and offered to s how me ,. _ · , ~ • , ,- -_--,-_ --. -_---_- j 
rou nd. What a first class guidel ~Lonc.tLel1.cµ., ,\{Cju:,>'tiil~J - ,..,]0 1«."1..'J -' C><~e-"cG .. ·-~,.l 
he t urned out to be . and how he 
k indled my i nterest ! Now here I 
was again i n August 1988. Once 
more not a soul i n sight. This 
was not surprising. It was very 
early i ndeed o n a dull. grey 
morning. The mist had not cleared 
and t he massive gate s remained 
l ocked to the publ ic. But I had a 
special permit. provided I came 
at a stated time, to examine one 
of the stones. Fifty years ago my 
guide had shown me the stone . On 
it was car ved. or incised, either 
by a freak o f nature or by Man , a 
rather pretty vase . If carved by 
Man , I had t hen asked myself, 
what did it mean? Why carve a 
vase in t hat mysterious setting ? 
It was such a n ord inary vase. 
after all . Now I had come back to 
look at it because , after years 
of travel a nd reading, after years 
of constant search, I thought I 
k new the answer. And what an 
answer ' 

I was met by a stern- l ooking 
dog-handler who was expecting me 
and asked my name . The dog seemed 
playful. He could be different , 
I was t old. With t he dog I seemed 
to get on well. We all t hree got 
i nside the sacred, roped- off 
c ircle. We trudged in silence 
through the wet grass towards my 
AA man ' s stone . What a sorry 
dripping sight t he monument seemed 
i n that grey l ight . The stones, 
carefully chosen for their 
different properties. all seemed 
t he same ' b 1 uestones ' . 
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greens t ones. sarsens, r hyo 1 i tes. 
dole r i tes . ragst o nes and 
chilmarks. We came to a ha lt :n 
front of t he !,A man · s stone . 7he 
?lan said No .28 . I recognised the 
stone at once . Thi s was i t . 3ut 

where was my vase ? It had 
been just a nice ordinary vase. 
fifty years ago . but now . when : 
knew exact ly what it stood for , ~t 
had become a precious vase. 
had c ome a l o ng way t o see it. ::>ut 
it did not seem to be t here. 
stood crestfallen. 

The dog- handler read me l ike a 
::>ook . ' Thi s stone has been 
vandal i sed ', he said. ' by a 
Football Supporters' Cl ub. · He 
named a c lub i n t he First 
Di vision. 'I t had to be cl eaned 
by sand-blasting. ' I looked 
agai n , and could just make out a 
fai nt outline. Enough of t he Vase 
remained to be measured: 16.5 
inches tall, including t he smal l. 
graceful neck: 12 inches wide ::, n 
the high shoulder. from whence it 
swe pt symmetrically down to it s 
neat foot. 

I had seen such a vase a hundr~d 
time s i n my t ravels: I knew i ts 
secret. I had seen it i n 
Brittany: in the Moon Temples ~f 
N.Africa. At Carthage it was the 
Vase of TANIT. RABAT TANIT. :he 
Shining Face o f Baal. Our Lady o f 
Carthage the MOON! On ~ 

cottage window sill at Por~ 
Manech, it was the vase of ITRON 



VARIA. the Lady Mary: Our Lady ot 
the Shipwrecked o n the Pointe du 
Raz: Our Lady o r Recovery at 
Ploemel: of Rocamadour at Camaret 
(Punic name indeed). and. most 
pointedly of all . in the .;uvergne. 
the Land of Black Virgins: Our 
Lady ot the Olive Tree at Murat. 
the Town ot the Moors! Which 
Olive Trees? Did t he Vase co ntain 
Olive Oil? I never found out. 
but I did f i nd out why t he Vase 
was worshipped. 

Soon the sun would be uc: the 
gates would be o pen. On one day 
o t the year. the sunrise at 
Stonehenge c laims t he attent io n ot 
all. There 1s a conical Hele 

fu c,e,rJ;ro.l, 01'1.vram.c.e, of 
<;__J-,.....,nl.-.n-~" ( '. ,...,,r 
.,_,......,, ~ vv, ~-~.::,. Y V. 

Stone which keeps its watch on the 
turn of the y ear . It is a copy 
of the Sacred Stone of Emesa on 
the Orontes. worshipped at the 
Solstice. (Bede says it was 
replaced by that of the Baptist) . 
Nobody bothers about the sunrise 
for the rest of the . year. and 

quite rightly so. One stone marks 
t he turn o f the year: the other 
84 keep watch o n the days o f the 
month. and t his means EVERY day o r 
the year . I knew. and perhaps my 
escort also knew. that somewhere 
hidden i n t he lo ng. untidy grass. 
were o ther unoccupied stone holes. 
1n concentric c ircles enmeshed 
like the cogwheels o t a clock. by 
means o r which clever 
chronologists are able to count a 
succession o f l unar cycles . I had 
seen something similar from 
Ravenna . and from t he !1SS o f !1t . 
Athos. 

By this time the dog-handler had 
decided that I was not going to 
vandalise the stones . His Job was 
security: his main interest was 
i n his dog, rather than in 
l istening to my explanat1on o f why 
the Vase had been worshipped. 
But he was replaced by a younger 
man. eager enough to tell me mv 
time was nearly up. but at t he 
same time rather wanting to know. 
What it is t o be :,oung ! We had 
time to step inside the main 
circle. he said. We stood i n 
front of one of t he massive 
lintelled trilithons. I showed 
him how . in the Tarhuna Hills near 
Leptis Magna. i n 
stone hinge would 
to house a heavy 
culled down o n a 
block and tackle. 
cress olives. 

Libya. such a 
have been used 

wooden lever. 
press bed by 
i n order to 

• In the dry wadis of the Tarhuna 
Hills . subject. however. to 
torrential floodings . controlled 
by dams. such an oil press. or 
gethsemane. is to be seen every 
quarter of a mile. There are 
hundreds of them. presided over by 
the great Lady TANIT . as an 
inscription shows only the 
Romans changed her name from the 

Punic TANIT to the Latin 
CAELESTIS. This Great Goddess 
watched not only over the trees. 
but also over the virgin oil 
pressed from the olives. And when 
t he precious merchandise was at 
sea on its way to the Eternal City 
and elsewhere. She continued to 
watch over it. just as the Queen 
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o f Sheba ' s Moon God watched over 
t he camels carrying the precious 
i ncense across the Arabian desert . 

There in the Yemen. the Japan of 
Antiquity. the Sabaeans. who sold 
but rarely bought. cultivated the 
same wadis. controlled the same 
floods. built the same dams. 
erected the same temples (to the 
Moon) with monoliths tenoned and 
mortised like t he monoliths at 
Stonehenge. The aristocratic 
families of Arabia kept within 
themselves the secrets o f their 
trade. conducted in the Temple. 
which is where my Vase comes in. 

It was time to go. t he young man 
said. Soon the crowds would be 
streaming through the gates, to 
share in the mystery. Happy 
tourists! Would they too be musing 
about Punic or Yemeni 
aristocratic families? I doubt 
it. They would stick to t heir 
guidebooks bought at the gate. I 
could tell them a different story . 
a very good story. an excellent 
story. a wonderful story . The 
only thing is it might not be 
true. At Marib. in the Yemen. at 
the Temple of the Moon. called by 
the Arabs the Temple of the Queen 
of Sheba. the Sabaeans (some say 
the Punics) used three k inds of 
chisel to work the same 
stone-masonry you see at 
Stonehenge . But at Stonehenge 
they went one better. Stone was 
battered against stone 'because 
they had no tools'. Nobody l aughs. 
'Time to leave' . said the 
young man. 

'Perhaps I shall not see you 
again' I said to the Stones. as an 
orthodox priest says every day to 
his altar . The lines of a 12th 
century Breton bishop seemed 
appropriate: ' Nor would it be 
right to remain completely silent 
about the Moonstones. They are as 
green as grass. and like unto the 
jasper gem. They keep watch on 
the movements of the Moon. and 
mark the beginning of each 
lunation . ' His source was a 
letter written by an Arabian King. 

We turned to go. 'Do n 't yo u 
want to know why the Vase was 
worshipped?' I asked the young 
man. who was o n about the 
oil-presses. The families or 
North Africa. who controlled the 
oil trade. being Semites. were not 
allowed to worship the Great 
Goddess in human form. Each 
family. therefore . adopted i ts own 
secret symbol: an obe li sk . a 
square pillar. a LOZENGE. an egg 
stone (water rolled) or a curious 
bottle . And also a Vase. 

Perhaps. after all. i t did 
contain the o live oi 1. for o ne 
t hing is certain: olive o ii was 
used every day to po lish the stone 
symbols. 

ARTilUR'S TABLE FOUND IN SCOTLAND. 

The l eqendary Round Table o f Kinq 
Arthur - is buried in Scotland: 
according to a Burke 's Peerage 
expert. 

Mr. Harold Brooks-Baker. 
publisher of Burke's. said the 
ancient remains were almost 
certainly beneath slag waste o n 
the banks of the Carron River near 
Stirling . 

Up to £200.000 is needed to 
excavate t he stone sections 
claimed to be buried on· l and owned 
by bath manufacturing company 
Shires at Carron. 

Two American scholars made the 
discovery. 

<From ' South Wales Evening Post'. 
via Hazel Pember > 
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M 0 R D R E D THE 'T' 

1 E R R I B L E 

,~·11' ~f \ r 
. ' 

s id. Birchby_ 

With s uch a name . Mordred must 
s urely be a v i l lain: mut t ers f r om 
t he Jury o f ' Mor t e D'Ar t hur 
Dr ead J udge Dredd' ! Gui l t y by 
associat ion . obv ious ly. But l et 
~s c ons i der t he nature o f the 
c harge : 

' That you . Mordred. a. re King 
Ar t hur ' s nechew . or mavbe his s on 
by h is sist~r ; t hat when he went 
a broad t o defend t he r ealm . 
le aving you i n charge . you seized 
the t hrone and l ived with 
Guinevere. t he Queen: t hat at t he 
Batt l e o f Camlann you severe l y 
wounded Ar t hur who i s now i n 
i ntensi v e care at Ava l on . 

Perry Mason would dr i ve a 
horse and cart t hroucrh t he 
prosecut i on ' s case : ' A c omplete 
f abr i cati o n by Geof f rey o f 
11onmouth . a medieval court 1 ackey 
i ntent on boost i ng his monarch ' s 
s upposed descent f r om Art hur . and 
with add i tions by rascally French 
writers equally i ntent on playing 
down t he myth for political e nds . ' 
This may well be true . During 
the 12th Century, when much o f our 
Arthurian material was wr i tten 
d own i n Britain. France and 
Germany , t he Angevin k ings o f 
England were regarded i n France as 
rebel Normans who by rights were 
subjects o f t heir Liege Lord. the 
French king . Consequent l y , 
Arthurian writings are l oaded with 
political bias. 

All we know about Mordred f rom 
prior sources comes from a terse 
entry in the 10th Century Welsh 
Annals under the estimated y ear 
539 AD . where we read: ' The 
strife of Camlann i n which Arthur 
and Modred (sic ) perished. ( l l. 
Little enough to go o n! For all 
we know. they did not fight each 
other but were c omrades in arms. 

Nor are they said to be related 
t his is Geoffrey at his 

wooliest . Take him at f ace 
value : - e ven i f Ar t hur d id c ommi t 
i ncest. i t was unwi t t i ngl y . a nd 
onl y with a half - sister . This 1s 
not suf fi c i ent cause fo r f ami l y 
mayhem. In pr i mit ive societ i es . 
i ncest did not a lway s vi olat e 
group mores . but where i t d id. the 
o ffence was agains t ' t he blood ' 
and was avencred not bv t he 
o ffspring against i ts paren~s but 
by t he f ami l y group . Blood 
r evenge . as it i s called (2). 1s a 
c ommunal affair . and not between. 
as i n t his i nstance . unc l e and 
nephew. 

This i s also cl ear f r om f olklore 
and i ts o ffshoots o f f a1rv- t ales 
and pantomime. where we heai- mor e 
o f Wicked Unc l es t han Wicked 
Nephews . Nephews are typical ly 
kind-heart ed humble youths doing 
r o tten t hings l ike pig- t ending. 
Being nephews . t hey a re well down 
t he family t otem- pole but i n t he 
end t hey are rewarded . This i s 
t he role o f t he symbolic Nephew : 
that ultimatel y he shall i nherit 
t he eart h ... ' Someday. my Nephew . 
all these pigs wi ll be yours!· 

Is Mordred t he victim o f a 
smear ? Let us g o back to h is 
name. Linguists have a rgued t hat 
t he correc t We l sh form would be 
Mod.red (as in t he We l sh Annals ). 
related to the Irish Midhir or 
Mider . (3) Aha ! we k now him ! 
There is a l ot about Mider in the 
Irish ' Book o f t he Dun Cow ' - king 
of the underworld. abductor o f 
Etain. wife of t he human King 
Airem in other words. one o f 
those demigods o f whom Ru tland 
Boughton said i n ' The Immortal 
Hour ': 

' How beautiful they are. the 
Lordly Ones! They live i n the 
hill , the hollow hill . . They dance 
and they sing , and t hey ' re 
t errible . .. ' (4) 
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So i ndeed t hey were . a nd f ar 
r emoved f r om Ki p ling ' s 
but t erfly -winged f ai ries . Mider 
was c ertain ly Lord o f t he s idh 
( fairy mound ) o f Br i Lei t h. and a 
powerful being . Is t he Mordred / 
Ar t hur storv a painted-over 
Celt i c my t h about Mider and Airem 
a nd Etain ? Now you a re a. sking me 
to demolish ha lf o f Ar t hur iana ( 5 ) 

Re f erences : 
l . L .Alcock: Arthur 's Br i tain . 

Phoenix- l ike . PENDRAGON resurrects 
( for r. he umpteenth t i me ) t o prove 
t hat y ou c an ' t put a g ood i dea 
down . J ust when one t hought t hat 
' r ex quondam · was i aid t o r est . 
' r ex f uturus ' pops u p . And i t 
s eems t o be the same with 
commercial publ i cat i ons on t he 
self-same subject . There f ollows 
t wo r eviews. t he fi rst being : -

' ARIBUR - THE KING I N THE WEST' 
by R. w. Dunning (Alan Sutt on 1988, 
£ 12 .95) (See also Nick Grant ' s 
r eview below . ) . 

Yet another book about Arthur 
needs t o justify i tself . Does i t 
say anything new a bout the man o r 
t he myth? Does i t contribute a 
powerful synthesis or resume o f 
recent t heor i es ? I s i t 
attracti ve. well-illustrated, an 
object t o t reasure ? My i t i tial 
r eactions to Dunning · s ARTHUR are 
no. maybe and perhaps . Pretty 
decisive eh ? Let me explain. 

There is some discussion about 
possible echoes o f t he myth. from 
t he Wars o f t he Roses d own t o t he 
death of Arthur . Duke o f 
Wellington i n 1852 . But o f t he 
ear l y mythic development of 
Arthur . dux bellorum. I can find 

Pe ncrurn PB 19 7 3 . 
W. G. Sumner: 

Dove r PB 1959 . 
Fol kways 1906 . 

J . H.Maynadier : 
t he Eng li sh Poets. 
1906 . 

The Ar t hur o f 
Cambr idge UP . 

4 . Also said o f t he Eur ovisi o n 
Song Contestants . 
. 5. Tr a nce message f r om .:l. l f r ed . 
Lo r d Te nnys on: • Damm1 t. man . / OU 

d is c ard al l my d ramat i c val ue s ! 
Ha ve you no r egard tor my 
' I dy 11 s ·? 

li t t l e essent i a lly new . As fo r 
any fi gure who mi g ht be t he germ 
o f t he l egend. Dunning s tate s . 
;nth fina l i t y ( p 26 l : ' There : s . 
a nd c an be . no absolute proo f . · . 
c an a ccept t he fi rst part o f the 
statement wi t h e quanimity . but 
how . a s a s cientist. c an Dunning 
j us t ify t he second ? 

This i s a West Country book -
more spec if ically. Somerset . 
though Cornwall gets a c hapt er -
and t here f ore does not t ouch wider 
i ssues such as Ashe ' s Riothamus 
t heory or t he nature o f t he 
r elat i onships between the ear ly 
English and the Britons . But 
there i s a l ot a bout Glastonbury . 
most o f which . t hough fasc i nating 
i n i ts own r ight . i s irrelevant to 
what one might expect t o be t he 
t heme o f t he book. And when we 
c ome t o t he claimed h istorical 
l ink between Glastonbury a nd 
Arthur ' s burial. we have a 
l ightning tour of t he evidence for 
and against. in a tantalising 
summary which suggests that if one 
wants c lear detail then this is 
not the place to find it. 

So. no e xclusive i nterviews 
Arthur. t he man and the myth. 
maybe a useful resume 
scarcely a powerful synthesis) 

with 
but 

(but 
o f 



recent cneories. What a bo ut 
presentation? 

The ha nd o f the designer is 
manifest thro ug hout. The book is 
l avishlv illustrated fr om 
beoinni~q co end by monochrome a nd 
colour phot o s . many by the 
author . In addition t here a re 
little unsacisfac-cory corner 
ill ustra ti ons a nd fussy marginal 
decorat :ons in a · celtic· s t yle. 
I' m not sure to whom the l atter 
a re meant to a ppeal. I s i c t he 
middle around o f new r eaders who 
have n ' t redi sc overed the 
Arthur1ana o f the 60 s a nd 70 s and 
need to be wooed away from the 
mystic school o f Bob Stewart. John 
Matthews et. al. cowards the 
old- fashioned ort hodox standpoint . 

Finallv. a mvscerv - whv does a 
book whi~h cla ims t~ be ~ubl i shed 
i n 1988 bear a reconstruction 
drawing (of Cadbury 's souchwest 
gate) dated 1989? This cakes us 
neatly i nto a work which was 
i ndeed publ is hed i n 1988 and ( name 
g ame fa nat i cs might note) printed 
by t he Camelot Press pie -

GLASTONBURY ABBEY bv P. Ca r ley 
( Boydeli Press ~~o.95) 

Subt itled ' The holy house ac the 
head o f the moors adventurous· 
t his book too i s written by an 
hist orian: i s l avishl y i l l ustra te<i 
by monochrome and colour phot os . 
some marg inal: di scusses the 
Abbey t naturally) a nd refers to 
Arthur 's s upp osed c onnections. 

There t he resemb lances t tor me) 
e nd . I have no thing but pra ise 
for this publ ication . itself a 
treasure house of i nf ormed 
discussion every bit d.s precious 
as any of the Abbey 's :ormer 
relics. The writing 1s 
meticulous. well-referenced a nd. 
above ail. fa ir fa ir to the 
r eader. to other histo r ians .and to 
the erstwhile i nhabitants o f the 
Abbey. s aints a nd rogues alike. On 
matters Arthurian Car l ey shows 
t his eve n-handedness too . and I 
recommend thi s book to PENDRAGON 
readers a s more r elevant to t heir 
interests than the fo rmer . 

CHRIS LOVEGROVE 

' MERL IN DREAMS' by Peter 
Dicki nson , illustrated by Alan Lee 
(Gollancz £9.95) 

Merlin and a female companion 
are high upon the moors. She 
l ights a ri re and beoins the 
ritual while Merlin seats himself 
a nd recites the words of power . 
The rock beside them heaves itself 
up and he steps t hrough the 
fl ames down i nto t he cold ground . 
leaving the girl alone. The rock 
c rashes down and Merlin i s trapped 
within the earth. The gi rl 
quickly fi nishes the ri tual and 
l eaves . Merlin i s l eft e ntombed 
while centuries pass; and i n 
between waking a nd sleeoinq, he 
dreams. .. • -

Nine unrelated stories form t he 
basis of t his book . dealing with 
knights e rrant. dragons. unicorns. 
enchantresses. swords and 
sciooods to name but a few. all 
li nked by Merlin's dreams a nd 

r 

remember i ngs. None o f them have 
any Ar t hur ia n conne ctio n as such 
but are non e the l ess e nJ oyable 
fo r that . The stories ,, re we i l 
col d a nd most o f the c haracters 
have g enuine warmth a nd depth . 
Al so . 1n the t radit ion o t good 
short-story telli ng . some o f t hem 
have nice t wists at the e nd t hat 
s urpr i se . 

•,lhat makes the book fo r me. 
though. i s t he a r twork by Ala n 
Lee . Anyone who has seen h is work 
will know exact ly t he sort of 
s-candard he sets h imself and t he 
ill ustrat ions here :1 re no 
exception. Whether using pe nc il 
o r oaint he brinos a marvellous 
li feiike qual ity to-a ny image. be 
it cast les. fo rests. people or 
dragons. a nd t he o nes in th is book 
are alone worth the cover pr:ce. 
A nice book tor those long. cold 
winter evenings. 

SIMON ROUSE 

' IBE CELTIC ART SOURCE BOOK' bv 
Courtney Davis ( Blandford Press 

i.14.95) 

That Courtney Davis i s d escr:bed 
as a mast er o t Celtic Ar t i s no 
typically extravagant Celti c boast 
as th is book proves. It s pages 
are filled with both original 
black and white designs and 
wonderfully colourful paintings as 
well as mot if s adapted f rom t he 
5th to 7 th c entury Books o f Kel l s. 
Durrow. Li ndisfarne and St.Chad. 
It is from these early works by 
largely unknown artists t hat 
Courtney draws h is inspiration but 
i t must be said he is no mere 
copyist. His original designs are 
precisely t hat and he should be 
seen as continuing in the 
traditions o f Ce ltic Art. 
producing paintings t hat have much 
relevance fo r today . 

The book i s divided i nto 
sections dealing with knotwork. 
key patterns. spirals. zoomorphics 
etc. with introductory notes to 
e ach chapter and additional notes 

on the ea r ly Celts. a s well as 
myths a nd l egends i nc luding 
Ar thur . Glastonburv a nd Joseoh o f 
Arimathea . These • a r e in formative 
wit hout going in to great de ta il 
a nd pr ovide olencv o f access 
poi nts fo r peo p le· new to the 
Cel tic world who may ·,nsh to go 
further 1n the ir studies. 

The black a nd white 
ill ustrat ions a r e mainly i ntended 
for other a rt ist s a nd craftworkers 
who can use o r adapt them in 
t heir own work a nd. as s uch. are 
idea 1. When colo ured they are 
excellent tools fo r medi tatio n and 
fo r i nspiring new and o r igi nal 
artwork from others . 

The pai nt i ngs. on t he other 
hand . a re where Courtnev excels . 
The colours l iterally l ~ap out o f 
t he page at you with a v ibrancy 
and d e licate bal ance t hat affords 
hours o t pleasurable study a nd . i n 
the case o f t hree or fo ur p ieces. 
pure amazement ! Each o ne i s 
surely a l abour of love a nd they 
are almost o rganic i n t he way the 
forms and i nter l acing patterns 
flow into and grow out o f e ach 
other . Considering the overall 
qua lity. th is book i s a n e ssentia l 
purchase fo r a nyone even remotel y 
i nterested i n Celti c Ar t. 

S IMON ~OUSE. 

'ARTHUR - IBE KING IN IBE WEST' by 
R.W . Dunning (Alan Sutton 1988 . 
i.12.95) (Review No.2) 

There i s no doubt t hat t his book 
i s aimed at the pooular market. 
The wr iti ng style i s 
straightforward. lively and 
direct . and the page borders are 
rather romantically embroidered 
with Celtic t racery as well as 
small inset photographs . The book 
also contains dramatic full -page 
photographs o f subjects like the 
Wansdyke . Glastonbury Tor and 
Cadbury. However . this book i s 
far from a rehash of the now 



wel l -•,1orn .:,rthur: a n material. The 
a uthor has c hosen i nstead a more 
i nteresting theme which is s et o ut 
i n the i ntroduc tion ( p 3-4 ): 
'this book 1s the story o f how 
King Arthur. the Arthur o f 
legend. was brought to the West 
Country. It i s t he s torv o f it s 
( the legend's! manipulati oh . • 

Apart from br ief i nit ial a nd 
closing c hapters dealino with the 
historical a nd archaeological 
background to t he Ar thur1an oer:od 
a nd the persistence o f the 
po pular1ty o f Arthur. t he bulk o f 
t he book 1s devoted to successive 
discussions o f the Glastonbury 
l egends. o ther s t o r ies of Ar thur 
i n Somerset a nd the Cornish 
l egends . Throughout t he a uthor 
stresses the po tential political , 
r el i gious and economic advantages 
i nvolved : n mediaeval 
l ocalisation, embroidery o r plain 
fabrication o f various Art hur i an 
l egends 1n a soecific p lace. I n 
particular . the · keen rivalry i n 
t he middle aqes between the abbacy 
o f Glastonbury 'l.nd t he bishoor1c 
o f Wells and its l ikely effect · o n 

Answers to l ast Word Square:-

iegend-making, i s well bro uoht 
,)ut. The a uthor 1s thus highlv 
s ceoti cal o f t here being much 
substance beni nd t he leoends o f a 
Westcountry Arthur. • 

The narrative i s tast-movino and 
th is ca n lead to over­
simolification o f comple x problems 
s uch a s t he Glastonbury cross. 

Par ticul arl y when t he author is 
putting fo rward a new argument o r 
his own ( for examole h is 
suggestion that the i dent i fication 
o f Cadbury with Camelot mav have 
arisen during the Wars • of the 
Roses as a piece o f Yorkist 
propaganda) I fo und myself wishing 
these co u ld be exolored i n more 
detail . On the whole . however, 
th is book serves a s a good 
introducti o n to th is a soect o f the 
Arthurian legends , • a nd i s 
stimulatinq enough to e ncouraoe 
the reader to d e lve deeper i nto 
the topic. It is t hus a pity that 
the bibliography should i nc l ude 
o nl y five books. 

NICK GRANT 
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( 1) ARTiillR: 
(4) HOOPOE: 

( 2) REHONE: 
( 5 ) UNWORN: 

( 3) THROWS (over- t hrows ! : 
( 6) RESENT (re-sent). I 
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l. Dictator-king makes a ooint 
about psychic powers. • 
2. Seduce f rom the i nsurgent 
Iceni warriors. 
3. Flowery part o f the Old 
Testament but not t he Holy 
Bible . 
4. T.H.White ' s name fo r Arthur 
meant t his. 
5. Anti-Saxon i nitially and 
penultimately has nothing for 
the South American cat. 
6. Decades when an alien 
e ntered to make t he rules. 
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PL,i\CE ( and other) NAMES 
By Ec:ldie Tooke 

The various strands o f knowledge 
which li nk us to Arthur's times 
a re very fi ne-spun: only when 
severa l coalesce c an they support 
a ny weight o f theory . Idea lly we 
would li ke complete correspondence 
between h istory . archaeology, 
place-names, myth a nd legend . 
Even then there would be doubts. 
As oen Frank lyn remarked: ' Nothing 
c an be said to be c ertain . except 
death and t axes .' 

This i s o ne o f Arthur's most 
i ntriguing fe atures . Shrouded i n 
mists , t his ' great a nd 
mysterious man ' diffuses every 
light t hat diverse scholarship can 
project i nto his period, l eaving 
events fuzzy a nd '✓enues ambiguous. 
Nothing i s c ut and d ried . The 
way is o pen fo r theory t o run riot 
- and it does. Frustratingly, as 
philosopher Sir Kar l Popper 
points out, it is a general l aw 
that t heories c an o nl y be 
falsified, never verified . 

Aside f rom i ntuition, inductive 
reasoning i s all we have. It i s 
here t hat originality o f approach 
may pay dividends. Rick Plewes, 
i n his article ' Taffy and t he 
Morgan Index' (PENDRAGON XIX/1) , 
has the right i dea . He studies 
t elephone directories to spot 
above-average groupings of 
' Morgans ' as a clue to past 
pockets o f Celti c resistance. 

The idea i s interesting and 
could usefully be extended 
though interpretation of r esults 
might be tricky. In earlier times 
it was the custom f or Cornish 
people t o give their children 
exotic biblical names. 
Zachariahs . Gamaliels, Nehemiahs 
and Malchizedeks abounded - clear 
evidence for simple-minded 
perusers of parish registers that 
the Duchy must once have been 
occupied by invaders from Joppa 
or Jericho. Others, more astute, 

will be quick to point o ut t hat 
t he r eason Cornwa ll i s not 
simply · corn ' proves t hat 
wall-d emo lition expert Joshua 
hadn 't been near the place . 
(Gratuitous inronnation: Had he 
done so he would h ave found a 
couple of ' -horn(e)s' a nd a 
'3ug le ' to help him. l 

All b ib le - ins pired names. by the 
way, were not so exo t ic. F .J.B 
Macdowe 11 ( 1 l q uote s a n i nstance 
of a Cornish coupl e who had t wins 
and sought their vicar ' s advice 
about names. 'You cou ldn 't do 
better than look i n your Bible '. 
he told them. Mr . MacDowe i"l d oes 
not record the v icar ' s subsequent 
reaction when asked to christen 
the ch i ldren Eyre and 
Spottiswoode ... 

How reli able ARE place-names as 
a guide to Arthurian sites ? 
Analysis o f t he component parts o r 
a terr itor i al name may lead us 
in the rig ht direction - or j ust 
as probably in t he wrong one. 
Like all methods, i t best comes 
i nto its own when supported by 
other k inds o f evidence. Even 
then we cou l d be misled. 

Slaughterbridge i n Cornwall is a 
popular venue for Camlann, the 
' l ast, dim, weird battle o f t he 
west. ' A battle probably occurred 
there three centuries after 
Arthur ' s t ime. Even so the 
element ' slaughter ' in t he name is 
not unequivocal proof o f a 
conflict. Slaughterford i n 
Wiltshire was originally 
Sla,hthornford the Ford by t he 
Blackthorn. while · i n a 
Gloucestershire v illage of the 
same name it probably means 'muddy 
ford'. Again . Boarhunt in 
Hampshire has nothing to do with 
the pursuit of wild pigs -
c ertainly not Arthur ' s and Cabal's 
legendary harrassment of the boar 
Troit (Troynt l: it simply means 



· spring near a fort' 
Domesday did noth1nq t o clar1fy 

the situation. [t established for 
posterity fo rms of place-names 
which owed more to the 1mag1nings 
of the Norman scribes t han to a 
scholar lv i nsight into their 
original . meanings. Proper names. 
too , compound the confusion. 
Chippenham i n Buckinghamshire 
might be thought to derive from 
the Ancrlo-Saxon ' c eao ' o r 'c iapan ' 
( trade), suggesting a market 
t own , but Nicholas Gould ( 21 t ells 
us that t he name most likely 
commemorates its founder, a man 
c alled Cippa . One wonders. 
t hough. if Ci ppa himse lf c ould 
have taken his name from t he fact 
t hat he was a trader) (Yes . 
Deirdre o f Chipping Sodbury. y our 
own town's name may i ndeed have 
had i ts origins 1n 'c eap ' (chip). 
But I doubt very much : f there's 
any REAL oroof of your t heory 
that the Ceitic folk- hero. Conn o f 
the Hundred Battles. settled 1n 
the Scilly Isles and started 
t rading in computer spares . 
'Scilly Co nn Chip ' i s bad 
etymology. I don't _ KNOW why; just 
take my word f or it.J 

Some olace-name meanings may 
seem unequivocal but their 
apparent innocence could be a 
snare. ' Naval Rock ' . for 
i nstance. near Helford in 
Cornwall. seems to have obvious 
seafaring associations - but the 
name is derived from ' an aval ' 
( the apple) which establishes 
its Celtic origin (31 . 

A droll situation sometimes 
arises from the false 
interpretation locals may put on 
what is. to them. a meaningless 
name. It may turn out to be 
surpisingly apt . ' Forth hens 
dall'. (blind way roaaJ. Cornisn 
f or 'cul-de- sac ' became ' fore end 
all' still quite a good 
description! 

As regards Arthur. however. 
place-names containing 'cam' are 
the subject. of endless 
speculation. 'Cam'-names in fact 
and fable cannot easily be linked. 

Cam (li ke Chipping) may o r may 
not stem rrom a proper name . The 
River Camel capt.ur~s t he 
imagination o ne sees t he 
reflection o f Arthur 1n every 
r1pple but it comes from t he 
Cornish c am hay l ' crooked 
estuary '. obv iousl y applicable to 
many rivers. I t i s to Ivor 
Snook ' s c redit . t hen. t hat i n ~1s 
article i n this i ssue he uses 
place-names with a high d egree o f 
dexterity i n an i nter­
disciplinary amalgam which i s 
very convincing. Dare anyone 
dispute his reasoning? I can 
hardly wait to see! 

(No . Deirdre o f Chipping 
Sodbury. the 'scramasax ' was not 
so named because Arthur used it to 
put t he Saxons to flight . It i s 
simply a ' sword-knife ' invented by 
the Saxons hundreds of y ears 
l ater . And y es. I know you ' re 
proud o f your home-town and its 
V.I.Ps. but when Geoffrey Ashe (4) 
tells us t hat Adam of Sodbury 
' vaulted the nave' at Glastonbury 
he didn't mean the worthy 
Abbot / builder was in t raining for 
the Olympics. Nobody's TIIAT 
good. Go get yourself a 
brain-transolant (5). Anyway, 
what ' s all . t his got t o do with 
place-names? You j ust LOVE to see 
your name in print . don ' t you?) 
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Many congratulations to al l 
concerned i n the production o f the 
STONEHENGE edition. Considering 
we were expecting a newsletter. 
t he arrival i nstead of a strangel y 
f amiliar (and. e ven more 
strangely. l egible) PENDRAGON. 
was a oositive triumph. I'm 
really gi-ateful t o you . Eddie . for 
j umping into the editorial 
deep-end as you have done. 
Congratulations to all t he 
editorial team and a big thank 
you to Geoff Dando for printing 
and assembling the Journal ready 
for dispatch. ( I expect you' 11 
even cret a mention i n the credits 
one day. Geoff!) (Done . as from 
this issue! ED. I 

The k ind o f shake-up we ' ve j ust 
had has happened several t imes in 
the past and. in the past. 
personnel has changed quietly and 
tact.fully. I'm afraid the last 
one was rather public through 
circumstances beyond my control. 
However. I'm sure confidence will 
pick up again rapidly now and new 
activities will begin. It is 
heartwarming that a whole new team 
has already emerged. I look 
forward to the next issue - and 
the AGM. 
<Kate Pollard. Bristol. > 

The Gloucestershire area is far 
more i mportant to the historical 
study of the Matter of Britain 
than many researchers realise . 

pub. Co l li ns . 151 autch 
' Neuro-surgery fo r the 
( 19891. pub Eddie Tooke. 

Carver 's 
:iandyman 

Also consulted : Sweet's 
Anglo-Saxon Primer and R.Morton 
Nance's ' A Guide to Cornish 
Place-names ' 

~egardless o f the fact t hat 
Vor t.1 gern (a titl e not a name -
compare with the Irish 
' Taioseach ') may well have been 
Ki ng o f Gloucester. there i s t he 
li kelihood t hat Uther Pendragon 
~as not Duke of Cornwall. which 
did not then exist under that 
name. but Duke of the Cornovi i. 
As an afterthought. the continued 
~xistence of t he Kingdom o f 
Dumnonia (whose army had a 
regiment called ' Arthur's 
Regiment') had been o ne o f the 
uncomfortable facts t hat the 
Church succeeded for t he most part 
i n censorina from recorded 
history , and which has been 
l argely fo rgotten i n our times. 

I am all for archaeological 
investigation o f selected sites. 
and I draw your attention to the 
fort o f Old Sodbury . which is 
impressive even today and which i n 
the times we are interested in 
was clad with stone and must have 
presented a formidable appearance 
and have been worthy of occupation 
by a chieftain with a 
c onsiderable retinue . This site 
has never been excavated. 
<Geoff Bird. Bristol. > 

You say i n y our editorial t hat the 
J ournal was ready for d ispatch 
over a week ago. How can t his be 
true? You must still have been 
writing t he editorial at the t ime . 
<Deirdre. Chipping Sodbury . > 



[Dear Deirdre o f Chipping 3odburv . 
It has co do wich morohoaeneci c 
fields. parallel univers~s a nd t he 
Schrodinger wave - tunccion. I' 11 
explain 1t to y ou somet i me - if 
you live that l ong. ED. I 

I did appreciate your quotation 
f rom t he wisdom o f J ess Foscer and 
agree chat PENDRAGON must roam 
f reely co seek for Arthur 1n 
h istory . fable. myth or wherever . 

About t he bluescones. t hough . 
~here i s no need to wonder why 
t hey had to be brought all t he way 
from Wales. or to suppose . which 
is geologically unlikely. thac 
they were deposited from above 
like the sarsens not many miles 
away. 'Nhen the old Ministry of 
Works foolishly l aid gravel around 
the stones some years ago. sharp 
pieces were picked up by the shoes 
of v isitors and prostrate 
bluestones were scuffed by them, 
exposing to my sighc t heir 
unweathered par.tern of dark blue 
with white spots. When freshly 
cut. or deliberately kept in that 
condition. they would have 
represented the night sky. This 
was certainly so of the lapis 
l azuli of Afghanistan which. at 
about the time when the bluescones 
were brought to Stonehenge. was 
traded throughout the Middle Easc 
for the same good magical reason. 
<Steven Banks. Salisbury. > 

I was particularly interested i n 
your comments about the Hele 
Stone at Stonehenge being 
associated with Heliopolis. the 
City of the Sun. whither flies the 
young Phoenix. having sprung 
from its parent's ashes [see Issue 
No.19/31. The heliolatrous 
worship originated with Hermes 
Trismegistus. The Phoenix was 
born from a stone found in the 
Vale of Hebron. and the dead body 
of Hermes Trismegistus was found 
at Hebron. This may well be the 
key to the mysteries! 
<David Pykitt. Burton-on-Trent > 
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As the Pendraaon Society has 
such a long history . it might be 
an idea to have an article about 
what was happening 25-30 years 
ago. I ' m sure t his would be of 
interest to relatively new members 
as well as noscalgia-making for 
the older o nes . 

I' 11 try to advercise the 
Society in this area with some 
posters I' 11 make up from the 
front page o f the Journal . 
<Hazel Pember, Swansea > 

[Nice idea. Hazel . a nd thanks! 
Kate has promised to do something 
o n the nostalgia theme. ED. I 

Reading R.M . Twist ' s 'S tonehenge 
Report' . his mencion o f Leptis 
Magna reminds me that certain 
columns were brought from t here 
and erected by Virginia Wacer 
after thac • ornamental lake was 
created this was a real 
' archaising' exercise. carried out 
at a time when oeople thought 
l ittle or nothing . o f our ancient 
sites . 

I am i nterested in springs and 
sacred water and t heir folklore . 
I don't know how many are 
connected with King Arthur. or his 
people. but there should be more 
than the one at South Cadbury: 
<Mary Bonney . Windsor . > 

The above is a fair selection of 
readers' letters. They underline 
several points. 

(1) Pendragon membership may not 
bi high but it is widespread. 

( 2) Our Society's multilateral 
policy on Arthur and the Matter of 
Britain is justified. Members 
have many angles of interest - and 
who is to say that any are 
illegitimate? 

(3) [Arising from ( ll and ( 2)1 
Members have a r eal need for 
contact by l etter with each o ther 
and with t his of fice. Keep the 
l etters coming! We ' 11 forward 
personal communications. i f y ou 
send a stamp. 

The actual location of the Battle 
of Camlam is a myscery . From 
Geoffrey o f Monmouth we learn only 
that Mordred fled ' far inco 
Cornwall · and t hac t he battle cook 
place ac ' the river Cambula ' . 
Within a hundred years after 
Geoffrey wrote . ocher writers had 
t ranslated Cambula i nto the river 
Camel i n Cornwall . and more 
exactly at Camelford . This has 
remained the most widely accepted 
location up to the present day. 

However. claims for ocher 
locations have been put forward. 
i ncluding Camelodunum (Colchescer) 
and Camboglanna (near rtadrian ' s 
Wall). Neither o f these however 
seems t o be possible i f we acce ot 
the accouncs of Arthur l anding i n 
Kent . a battle at Winchescer. 
Mordred retreating i nto Cornwall. 
t he wounded Archur being taken to 
the Isle of Avalon for his wounds 
to be treated. Another suggestion 
is that the battle took olace 
somewhere i n Somersec on t he river 
Cam. I believe that the latter 
is t he correct location . 

Geoffrey was noc the first to 
mention the battle. for it appears 
in the ' Annales Cambriae ' ( a set 
of tables indicating the correct 
date for Easter over a period of 
years) into which someone entered 
a number of historical notes at 
the appropriate years. It is 
thought that t hese notes must have 
been compiled not later than AD 
956 and thus antedate Geoffrey by 
180 years. In one of these MS 
annals (Harleian 3859) the entry 
opposite the year AD 937 says 
'Gueith Camlan<n> (sic) in which 
Arthur and Medraut fell.' There 
are two points of interest in this 
entry . First there is the use of 
the word Gueith for battle, 
because Gueith is the British 
word. and this suggests that the 

-,- , 
1. l. 

i nformation may have come from 
some Brit i sh source: and secondly 
the alteration in the word 
Camlann. which suggests t hat the 
writer was noc sure of the correcc 
spe 11 ing. In a different MS of 
the Annales the entry is written 
i n Latin as ' Bell um Camlam'. with 
t he final l etter ' m' which became 
the most frequently used spellina 
in later years. -

Geoffrey of Monmouth. writ i ng in 
AD 1136. claimed that he obtained 
his information about Arthur from 
a ' British book' which he 
possessed. but that he found 
little or nothing about Camlam in 
it and had to ask Archdeacon 
Walter for information . Possibly 
his source was in the ' fables' or 
the British which were current at 
the time. William of Malmesbury. 
writing at about the same time as 
Geoffrey. says : ' It is of this 
Arthur that the Britons fondly 
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t ell s o many fables ' Geotf rey 
says that the ~attle was o n t he 
river Cambula . so neither he nor 
Archdeacon Walter had seen the 
Annales Cambriae. or having seen 
them preferred t o follow his own 
source . whatever it was. 

About twenty y ears after 
Geoffrey wrote his 'History o r t he 
Kings o r Britain ' a J erseyman . 
Robert Wace. made a version o r i t 
1n French which he called the 
' Roman de Brut'. About 
thirty-five years l ater again 
Lavamon. an Anqlo-Saxon priest. 
made a version o f the ' Roman de 
Brut' which he cal led simply 
' Brut ' (c. AD 1190). Both o f 
t hese wr iters say that from 
Winchester Mordred took ~is armv 
jy ship to Cornwall . Wace says 
' The battle was arrayed on t he 
Camel . over against the entrance 
to Cornwa 11 . ' Why t he Came l 
should be described a s 'against 
the entrance to Cornwall' is a 
mystery . One might t hink t hat a 
fleet sailing west in t he English 
Channel would have found good 
'entrances' to Cornwall at t he 
river Tamar . or Fowey . or 
Falmouth . without chancing the 
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much longer a nd dancrerous voyage 
round Land's End and up the 
Bristol Channel . Layamon. 
however . says ' Upon t he Tambr e 
t hev came tocrether. the place 
hight Camelford' Tambre c an o ni v 
mean 'Tamar '. but if t he battle 
took place o n t hat r iver it was a 
iong way from Camelford . It might 
be felt t hat the se two statments 
about t he locat i on o f Camlam 
support each o ther . but I feel 
t hat i n fa ct each o f them is no t 
a ltogether t rustwor t hy . 

It could be that i n some manner 
one or both writers had become 
aware t hat hundreds of y ears 
before t he i r time there had 
actually been an i mportant battle 
at Camelford. That battle i s 
mentioned i n the Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle as taking place at 
Galford ( i.e. Camelfordl i n AD 
8 23 . It i s al so ment i oned in the 
'Chronicle of Fabius Ethelward' , 
written not long before AD 1000 . 
where. in the Gi l es t ranslat ion. 
it is said t o have t aken place at 
Camel ford. 

At about t he same time . as 
Layamon was writing, authors on 
the c ontinent were compiling t heir 
massive works about ' The Matter 
o f Britain ' . Against a somewhat 
s hadowy background o f King Ar thur 
and his court they f ramed romantic 
tales o f court intrigues. lords 
and ladies, love and war. t he 
seeking of the Grail. etc. When 
t hey c ame to t he break-up of the 
Round Table and the death of 
Arthur they located Camlam at the 
river Camel i n Cornwall . If t hey 
had read Geoffrey they probabl y 
rejected Cambula because. as it 
was an unknown place which could 
not be l ocated. it would not 
convey much to their readers. But 
Cornwall and the Camel were real 
places; they could be identified: 
Also the l ong historical 
association between Cornwall and 
Brittany was widely known. and 
there was even a Cornouaille in 
Brittany . Then too Cornwall was 
to be the location of the stories 
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o r Tri stram and King Mark. Camlam 
on t he Camel. 1n Cornwal l. would 
be i mmediatel y understandable and 
a c ceptable . 

A curious point a bout the Camel 
locat io n i s that none o f t he 
writers noted t hat Camelrord i s 
onl y a fe w miles fro m Tintagel . so 
that Ar thur entered i nt o l ife a t 
Ti ntagel. a nd a fter a lo ng lif e of 
warlike exploits i n many fa raway 
places . fi nal ly received hi s 
de ath-bl ow just a f ew miles away 
fro m where hi s li fe began . If 
that were so i t i s almost 
1moossible t hat British historians 
(or ' tellers o f fables ') coul d 
have missed the connecti o n . a nd 
t hey would have made much of it . 
orobably with magical or 
phi losophical connotations . 

The fir st direct t ranslat ion o f 
Geoffrey o f Mo nmouth i nto English 
was made bv Aaron Thomcson i n 
1718. and i n . it we read t hat: after 
the bat:tle at: Winchest:er ' From 
whence he (i .e. Mordred) made a 
precipitate fli ght. and 
marched i n haste towards Cornwall . 
Arthur forthwith pursued him i nto 
t he country as fa r as t he r i v er 
Cambula , where t he o ther was 
expecting his c oming ' . If Mordred 
' marched' towards Cornwal l i t i s 
o bvi o us that a n over l and movement 
i s indicat:ed, not t he tran­
shipment by sea recorded by Wace 
and Layamon. It says that Mordred 
marched ' towards' Cornwall . not 
t hat he reached i t , but Arthur 
pursued him 'into t hat country ' . 
which could be taken t o mean that 
they did actually meet i n 
Cornwal 1. 

Now that is probably correct. 
except that we have to ask into 
which Cornwall they were marching . 
I n mv a rticle 'The Four 
Kingdo~ ' (PENDRAGON 15/41 I gave 
as o ne kingdom (or dukedom) that 
of Cornwall which then extended 
all across southern England south 
of the Thames and to the Bristol 
Channel . Mordred offered Cheldric 
the Saxon, in return for his 
assistance. Kent (which had been 

i n Saxon ha nds since t h e t1 me o f 
Vort:igern ) and all Br:ta1n t r om 
the Humber t o Sco t l and . The 
l a tter i nc l uded Mo rdred 's own 
k ingdom and ' all Britain f rom the 
Humber to Scotland' would be 
practically the a nc ient ki ngdom o f 
Al bany (one o f the ' Four 
Ki ngdoms ') . Geof frey ment:ions no 
count er o ffers by Ar thur . but 
Malory. in h is 'Le Morte d'Ar thur . 
s ays that: Ar t hur offered Mordred 
' Ke nt a nd Co rnwa ll dur ing Ar thur ' s 
lif et i me. and a fter Arthur · s 
d eath to hav e all England' This 
seems to be a most curi ous o ffer . 
fo r two smal 1 counties at the 
o pposi te e nds o f sout:her n England 
could not be much o f a bait to a 
man who already had a kingdom 
l arger than those t wo put 
together . But if Arthur meant the 
a ncient: kingdom o f Co rnwa il it i s 
a different: matter. fo r that 
Cornwall was probably the 
stroncrest a nd most s ecure kingd om 
i n all England. and a t t he death 
of Arthur the k ing of Cornwal l 
would c ertain ly be the strongest 
cl aimant: to k ingship of the whole 
country . 

I n William of 11almesbury ' s ' De 
Antiquitate Glast:oniensis 
Ecclesiae' t here are many 
i nteroolat ions by l ater cociers. 
and o ne o f t hese . pr obabl y by John 
o f Gl astonbury . says t hat: 
' Mordred g ave Cerdic seven 
provinces. Southsex. Southerei . 
Baroscire. Wiltscire. Dorset. 
Devonscire. and Cornubia '. 
Baroscire and Wiltscire seem to be 
extras . and curiously enough 
Gl astonbury ' s own county Somerset 
i s missing, but: apart from t hat 
the l ist includes e very county 
from Kent t o Cornwall in correct 
order . i.e. the kingdom of 
Cornwall. Despite t _he confusion 
about who was making t he of fer to 
whom this seems to confirm that 
the Cornwall i n question was the 
a ncient k ingdom and not t he modern 
county . 

So now 
suggestion 
confusion 
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I wi 11 make the 
t hat by c lear i ng up the 
of t he t wo Cornwalls. 



Mordred and Ar thur marched i nt o 
t he kingdom o f Cornwa ll i n t he 
direction o f t he county o f 
Co rnwal l. and t hat somewhere along 
t he li ne o f march was t he river 
Cambula . where the battle took 
place. 

There is in fact another 
location for Camlam which fits 
this hypothesis. t hat is 
Salisbury Pl ain . I n ' La Mort 
Artu · i n the Vulgate Cycle o t 
cont1nenta i romances the bat tle i s 
said to have taken place on 
Salisbury plain . which 
atterwards was covered i n corpses . 
Sir Thomas Malorv also places 
t he batt l e upon · a down near 
Salisbury'. He t akes Mordred 
straight from a fight near 
Canterbury after which ' King 
Arthur drew him with his host down 
by the seaside ·.-1estward towards 
Salisbury: and there a day was 
assigned betwixt King Arthur and 
Sir Mordred that they should meet 
upon a down near Salisbury. and 
not f ar f rom the seaside · . Then 
occurred the meeting which ended 
in dispute because a knight drew 
his sword to k i ll an adder . and 
t he batt l e took olace i mmediately 
at t hat l ocation. · 

That location for the battle is 
also stated twice in the 
' Westminster MS' In an early 
part o f the MS Arthur is 
apparently asserting his supremacy 
over o ther British kings . He 
meets and defeats kings Nero and 
Lot. after ~hich Merlin prophesies 
to Arthur that ' there should be a 
great battle near Salisbury. and 
Mordred his son should be against 
him'. Near t he end of t he MS the 
account of Arthur going westward 
down by the seaside and meeting 
Mordred upon a down near Salisbury 
i s almost identical with the 
account given by Malory . 

In a search for the real 
location of the battle the names 
we have give us l ittle help . In 
this article I have used the name 
Camlam which is used in the 

.l.nna l es Cam.br i ae a nd seems to 
have been t he regul a r a ppe lla t ion 
i n Welsh a nd Br1tis h sources . 'O n 
the Camel ' a rises f r om Wace a nd 
Lay amon and some o t the 
co ntinental ' Matter o f Britain · 
romances . but I cannot accept the 
Camel ' at t he entrance to 
Cornwal l' nor ·camelford o n t he 
Tamar ' . a nd I have suggested that 
t he who le i mpl icat ion o f t he 
flight o f Mordred pursued by 
Arthur l eads to a confro ntat1 o n at 
' the down near Saii sbury'. 

Geoffrey's Cambuia seems to stand 
o n it s own. with no rel ati o n to 
Camel. Camlam or Camelford. 
However in t he British li terature 
o n t he subject we fi nd auite a 
variety o f appellations. William 
of Malmesbury i n his ' De 
Antiquitate Glastoniensis 
Ecclesiae has Juxto fluvium 
Cambam. and a marginal note i n 
that work has the war at Kemeler 
i n Cornwall. J ohannes Priseus 
calls it Camilan. Giraldus 
Cam.brensis has Keme le n . John 
Leiand has Cambalan ( icus1. Harding 
on t he water call ed Camblayn . 
Flores Historiarum says super 
fl umen Camblan . One might suppose 
that the letter ' b' in so many of 
t hese arises from Geoffrey ' s 
Cambula. nevertheless t he words 
seem to have a different source. 

It will be remembered that after 
the fight at Winchester Mordred 
is said to have t aken a 
precipitate flight and marched 
towards Cornwall . The f act that 
his flight i s stated to be 
precipitate may mean that his 
forces were routed. o r t hat he had 
decided his best chance was to 
get to some pre- arranged l ocation 
where he would have time to put 
his forces in order before Arthur 
arrived. Thus he would be at the 
place where he was ·expecting 
Arthur ' s coming' . I think it is 
possible that he was making for 
Cadbury Castle. To hold this 
strong point would be an 
advantage. and if he first 

ca ptured Cador · s strongnola a na 
then defeated Arthur he would be 
i pso f acto k ing o f Co rnwa ll. He 
could have reached Cadbury by 
taking an ancient Roman road o ut 
o f Winchester which ran almost due 
west. passing j ust north o f 
Salisbury ( perhaps that is how 
Salisbury got i nto the story) and 
apparently continued. passing some 
fifteen miles north o f Cadbury. 
which would t heref ore be re ached 
by a short dev iation. 

Arthur pursued Mordred . and here 
we have the remarks that Arthur 
' went down by t he s easide ' . which 
seems t o be curiously i rrelevant. 
However if ' seaside ' should have 
been printed ' sea side ' we can 
have the quite feasible 
description o f Arthur not 
following directly behind Mordred 
but taking a parallel course on 
the seaward side from Mordred's. 
I t hink that t his i s what Arthur 
did. and his fo rces. hardy and 
battle-trained from their 
continental wars . reached t he 
target fir st. and arrayed 
themsel v es on t he River Cam. t hus 
saving Cadbury Cast le and givi ng 
themsel v es a secure line upon the 
river. 

Northwards f rom Arthur's 
position on t he Cam l ies an area 
named on the Ordnance Survey maps 
' Cary Moor' which could well have 
been an area corresponding to a 
down i n Arthurian times. Some 
five or six miles north of the Cam 
i s t he river Brue. which may have 
been Mordred ' s baseline . The 
out l ine of the battle may 
t herefore have been somewhat as 
follows. It began furiously in 
t he country north o f t he Cam. 
Arthur forced Mordred's forces 
back and at one point struck right 
to the heart o f his defences, and 
Mordred was killed. However 
Mordred's l eaders. possibly 
rallied by Cheldric. gathered 
together from all over t he field 
and fought v igorously. Possibly 
this l ast battle was o n t he river 
Brue. and here all t he l eaders. 
including Arthur . were killed. 

With no leaders . and no do ubt 
utte r ly exhausted. the rank a nd 
file simply drifted away. 
Mordred's men probabl y findina 
safety a cross the river Alham: 
l ess than a mile to the northwest . 
I f Arthur was killed near the 
river Brue he could well have been 
taken down that river i n a boat 
t o Glast o nbury . 

A peculiar fact i s that when (o r 
i f ) Arthur took up position o n 
the river Cam he would have had a 
fe w miles away on his l eft. 
further down t he Cam . the two 
towns Queens Camel and West Camei . 
and al so a Camel hill. This 
could well have been the origin o t 
locating the battle o n the Camel . 
and thus have no connect io n with 
the Camelford Camel at all . 

In my t heoretical account o f the 
battle it began ( from the British 
angle) upon the Cam and ended 
upon the Alham. It might 
originally t herefore have been 
described as t he battle on the 
rivers Cam and Alham. or f rom the 



Cam to the Alham. Reduced bv 
repetition to Cam/Alham. and the~ 
further. it could easily have 
become Camilan. Kemelen. 
Cambalan. Camblan. Camblavn. names 
I have mentioned above'. and 
finally to Camlam or Carolann. 

It i s only :air to point out 
that Thompson. in h is translation 
o f Geoffrey o f Monmouth. uses 
Geoffrey 's name ' Cambula ' for the 
site o f the battle. but in a 
topographical i ndex to his 
translation includes 'Cambula . t he 
river Camel or Alan in 
Cornwal l' There is i ndeed a 
river ,I\ 11 en between the Came 1 and 
the sea. Why Thompson should say 
Cambula i s the river Came l OR 
Alan. and indeed why he should 
mention two rivers (bei ng as far 
as I can tell the first author to 
do so l i s rather a mystery . Where 
Geoffrey obtained his name 
Cambula is also a mystery. 
Presumably either he found i n the 
' British book' some word he could 
not translate. or he gave the best 
rendering he could of some 
unintelligible word in a spoken 
legend . At least Cambula has 
t hree syllables. as i n Cam/ Alham. 
Camilan. Cambalan. Kemelen. unlike 

Camel o r Camlam. which have o nly 
two. 
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Our unique, first-Qver Rune cards appeared in October 1983, 

and are still availablQ at £6•60 tor an unboxed set, £7•50 for 
a boxed set. Both orices includQ UK postage and packing, 
r-or details of prices tor overseas orders, please apply to the 
address above. 

'.-le have now extended our ran9e of Runic products to include 
the following items: 

Rune Cloths, hand-embroidered by J ulia, 

Ceramic Rune-slips, created by Rosie FagQ1 
UnQlazed1 
Glazed1 

These will be packed in handmade pouches; 
if the purchaser does not require a pouch, 
the cost will be correspondinQlY lower. 

Beechwood RunQ-slips (in pouches)• 

£9•00 each 

£12•00 per set 
£12•50 per set 

£8•00 per set 

sets of 'Ninestones' as used by Tony Willis; 
ma.de from beach pebbles and raw 9emstones by 
Tricia, p&cked in pouches, together with. a 
booklet specially written !or Phoenix Runes 
by Tony, • £6•00 per set 

Runic pendants, handmade in pewter by Tricia, 
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please) picl<ed out in tiny, sp.a.rklinQ 
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allow 28 days for (inland) delivery. For this reason, 

we will not be· able to supply orders in bulk, and therefore - we have 
not quoted any trade prices. 

Cheques and postal orders should be crossed and ma.de payable 
to PHJENIX RUNES. 
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Only a bout a dozen o f u s will be present 
at t he AGM. which i s ra ther a shame but 
underscanaab le in view of the long 
di stances many have to t ravel. Kate 
Pollard a nd Chr is Lovegrove will be 
present. which wil l afford t hem a c hance 
to give adv ice to the new pr oduct ~o n t eam. 
Unf ortunately S imon Rouse will be 
•.rnab le to attend a s :-ie wi 11 be i n Ge rmany 
o n 30 th September. A report o f the 
bus iness d iscussed and c o nc l usi o ns r eac hed 
will be found i n l oose- l eaf form within . 

Fred Stedman- .jones has come u p with a 
Mastermind Quiz that w1 ll test vour 
knowledge o f Arthur (and your a bility to 
look up what y o u do n · t k now. l This shoul d 
a ppear i n our next i ssue a nd Fred is 
g enerousl y off er ing a book prize fo r the 
first correct solution o pened. (Wi ld 
horses would not drag fr om me d etai l s o f 
my own score: ) 

Mordred / Camlann I ssue No.2. We c an sti ll 
do with more material . so l et ' s hear from 
ail you budding authors. ( as well as t hose 
i n full flower or go ing t o seed. l 
Artic l es do n ' t HAVE to be about Mordred 
a nd Camlann - that i s j ust t he MAIN t heme . 
Deadline November 30th. Suggested 
future t hemes i nclude ' Rites and 
1:eremonies · . ' Round Tables ' . 'Mer l in ' s 
Cave ' and ' What Arthur Means to Me ' - but 
not necessarily i n that order. 

News o f coming ~v ents w1 ll be welcome . so 
pl ease keep us i nformed. (No Deirdre . we 
do n ' t wi sh to k now about the annual 
Chipping Sodbury Yorkshire Pudding 
J uggling Compet ition. PENDRAGON deals 
with the 11ATIER o f aritain. not the BATTER 
of a r1tain. ) 

26 



28 


