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For six sp l endid weeks Ca~bury was peopled by folks 
wh ose large and gen erous hearts ensured the success of the dig. 

First, t hank you to the Whittles a t the Red Lion who, 
with the wi lling support of sons ~nd daughter, no t only pro-
vide the usual services of a pub but rise to every sort of 
emergency , Meals and □nacks are pioduced miraculously, frantic 
messaGBS are t aken in, sorted out and someh ow d8livered, shelte r 
is provided for t hose washed out of their tents, comforting 
words bestowed upon tho se under pressur e~ Pendragon cards and 
1 i terature are sold and Pendragon funds ::;towed a,1Hay i n safe de~ 
posi t. What shoul d we do withou t t he m? 

Thanks to the ~1ostesses vrho toot: us in, fed us royally, 
worked themselves to death and gene r a lly shared the fun. See 
you again next year, l ad ies _,,_ 1:e hope J 

Than!::s to a ll the loc al inhabi tants who r ef rain from com­
p l aining about their villages being invaded but give us cheer 
t1Good-mornings ! 11 i nstead, put up with a crowded pub and give 
us help and advice on local rn~t ters. 

Thai.11<:s to those 1:rho volunteorec1 to vrn r ~c in the mar quee 
nithout really knowi ng what they TTere le tting themselves in for, 
and who helped to make it the happy Social Centre we hoped for 
--- in addition to earning money for expenses. 

Thanks to all t h ose 1vho ferried peop l e hither o,nd yon when­
ever necessary. A special 'thank you' to Mr. Woodhead who, at 
an age Y·ihen mo.st men find tt something of a st r ain even to grow 
cabbc.1,ges, cainpec1 out for the whole si.x \Yeeks j_n rD,in, sun, mud, 
storm or heat, cl.rove tlle Camelot Landrover up and dovrn the 
p a rlou s lane wi t hout accident and stil l found time to keep ou r 
accounts under control. Marvellous! 

Than~=s to the several local l a,cl i es wl10 rallied to our 
support. We hope their services will be available again next 
year. 

Here I s vri shing every one, nrv! A1'TY HAPPY RETURI\fS ! 11 



During tho last wook of the Cadbury dig Cardiff issued this 
report to all visitors:-

THE DEFENCES. This year a major cut Has placed across the Sn 
ramparts and ditches to rovoal the general character and hist­
ory of tho defences. 
Tho outer ramparts and ditches belong entirely to the Iron Age, 
the outer-most perhaps being added shortly before the Roman 
Conquust ( 45AD) when th0 si to vms sacked and its inhabitants 
re-settled at the foot of the hill. Tho inner-most rampart 
consists of a surics of walls and ramparts supurimposed one 
upon another to a height of 15 ft. above the natural slope of 
the hill, dating from early in the Iron Ago (c.500 BC) to the 
time of Ethelred the Unrer,dy (1010 J\.D): some of the mortared 
Saxon rrall ho,s boon 10ft c.:xposed. 
Danca th tho Sa::rnn uall, and ab eve tho la to st Iron Ago ramp­
art li es a bank of inter-laced stonus and earth whi ch almost 
certainly dates from the 6th century. 
INTERIOR. ~xcavation has shown tha t relatively small sottlo­
monts-\rurc si tod in the interior during the Ne al i_ thic pcri od 
(c. 5000 BC) and in the lat(;r Bronzo Ji.go (c.900 BC) Throughout 
tho pre-Roman Iron Ago (700 BC to tho Roman Conquest -AD45) tho 
site uas intunsoly occupied. L~rgu numb0rs of holes for holding 
the posts of housos and pits for the storage of food havo boon 
discovered. An cnigmo,tic cruciform ditch dating sometime after 
tho Roman Conquest has also bean disc overed. 
[II{}2.S. The principal finds ,;e: ro large quanti tics of pottery 
and bone. The main bulk of tho pottery belongs to tho Iron Age 
and includes decorated piacos simila r to types found at Glas­
tonbury Laka Village. Loss pottery of later date has be an 
found but fragments of wine jars and fine table ~arcs of tho 6th 
century AD (tho Arthurio,n period) occurrud. Among tho metal 
objocts several Ir on Age and Roman coins havo bean found, and 
of great interest is o, small Saxon gilt bronze brooch of the 
early 6th c ~n tury hD. 

Members ui ll knc1I by now tho, t a 3 inch gold bar was also 
found a t Cadbury on Aug. 17th, but .'1bout this Pendragons know 
no more than anyone else; 11ho has been r c:ad inc; the nati onal 
Press. 



by Michael Darling. 

"The most swinging dig in Britain" is how some American 
paper is said to have described the Cadbury excavations this 
year. Perhaps the reporter got the idea from the far-flung 
telephone wires that were slung across the hilltop so that the 
Director could be kept in touch by Field Telephone with his widely­
separated minions n or~ing on projects situated on different 
sections of the ramparts wllile he conducted operations on the 

summit. Such an important dig vas obvtously going to stir public 
interest and for the benefit of diggers, visitors and all con­
cerned it seemed essential to provide a marquee which could be a 
.Social Centre at all times and a place of reguge when storms and 
driving rain would be sure to assail us. Preparations were made 
accordingly. The Camelot Research Committee produced post cards 
depicting t he finds of the previous year's dig, publicity leaf-

. lets anc.'1. off ---prints of Mr. Alcocl:. 1 s report which had been pub­
lished in the Antiquaries J·ournal. The Pendragon Society prod­
uced post cards from aerial photographs, soft drinks for the 
thirsty, a booklist of Arthurian literature normally available 
from public l1.br 2,r ies, and samples of Cel t:Lc jewellery as souven­
irs of a memorable pi.lr;rimac;e to Ca,m e 1 ot, 

Over a period of throe or four years a total of not less 
than £15,000 will be needed to carry on this investigation. 
This ye2-r £400 ,,ms spont Oi1 such things as buckets and spades alone 
:i.ncludinc; such j_ terns as trays etc vrhich are needed for the proper 
collection of finds. Ji~vory voluntcur wo,s paying for h:l.s or her 
lodgings and only experienced dicgers were given a rebate by the 
Di rec tor of 10/ per day . .B'or those Pendragons who ha,d volunteer­
ed to serve in the mc,rquee no funds vvore ava:Llable for 0X1Y such 
rebate on e~)enses

1 
nor f or tho heavy petrol bills that wete ~n­

evitable but it was hoped that sale of cards and jewellery would 
enable some recompense to be made to our salesmen and sales•• 
vromen. 

The 1,ree\s prior to the sts,rt of the dig "irnrc spent bus-
ily sorting and ri1otrnting jewellery, ma' :ing posters, ct>J.loc ting 
equipment and organising tho ferrying to and fro of innumerable 
helpers and diggers so that a steady supply of both could be 
provided weekly t hroughout the six-week period. It was like 
a mj.l:i._ffe('tary op9rati.on. 

l"i'inally the c; reat day arrived and a convoy of cars left 
Bristol to i:re nd i_ ts vmy through the sleepy lanes of Somerset. 
Our Landrover, after a some1rt1at perilous ascent of tho lane, was 

• 
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s "' fely off-loaded at the top whore we found that the iiiarg_uee 
had been pitched already and that Dr. Harte, friend and coll­
eague of the Directer, was a lre ady installed Bithin in charge 
of a small exhibition of the previous year's finds. We set up 
our stal l s -- both for ourselves and for the Camelot Research 
Committee ··- ancJ. a1:-ra1- t ed tho onslaught. 

As it turned out the marquee, t hough costing £95, proved 
to be an oxcllU.lent investment. Dr. Harte and his team of Guides-­
Around· -the--Si te i;-rc rc al ways vel c orning and voluntary donations 
from visitors must, by the end of the diG, have produced a very 
c onsidorable sum. Busi nos s 2. t our end of tho marquee was always 
brisk (except on occasions of really inclement weather ) newJ, 
views o.nd communications about other projects wo re discussed and 
enjoyed, oJ.c1 f ricncl.s re•-uni ted for a t tne. Signatures in the two 
Visitors' Books showed that people had come to us from all over 
tho uorld and it was estimated that at lea □ t 5,000 visitors 
found their rray to Cadb;ury th :1.s s1..unrnGr. 

REPORT FROM THE FIELD By Major Eric Harding. 

The scene is one hundred steep feet up and more than 20 
centuries buct in time. The convex, gras sy hill-top was marked 
out in geometrical ly accurate squares and oblongs enc~osed by 
\1C odcn pic!rnt fences. Dozens of earth-stained, half-naked, long­
h~ircd figures busily enga~od digging and scratching at the 
g round. Centrally, at the apex, t he groan, grassy s t in was peel­
ed away exposing a l arge squa,re of rocl-7 earth in wluch neat, 
straight trenc hes and holes o,ppoared, e L1.,ch with its attendant 
squatting figures enl nrginc, deepening, trimming . No sundry heaps 
of loo se ea rth and stonea or j ag~ed untidiness. Tho main S)oil­
heap straight off tho clrawtng•-•bo 1.:i.rd. The reddish brown of small 
oblong ~ oocl.on huts ane off-white small tents neatly sited im­
pressed the visitor with an air of efficient purpose. 

TmrP.rds tho rci,rnpo.rt•-enci.rcJ.cd reverse slopes to the ·south 
and West other sa t elltt c bodies T/ Ore simtlarly engaged, working 
ou tv;r;::i,rds t:irougl-! t he rnrnpc1,rt wc::,,ll s bey end wld ch could be seen 
miles of mcndows and fields far below in the brilliant sunlight, 
and in the ~ist ancc other grassy, lumpy hi lls. Tho Vari-colour­
ed clothes of male and femaJ.o uore much alike except that the 
men I s revealed t oros and c overcd l eg s wh:Lle the v1romens r covered 
torsos and rovealcd legs, all equally brown. Monstrou s flying 
creatures circled low :i. n the bluo s~cy, wo,ri ly wa tching man 
preparing t he foundations of settlement in ~hat had previously 
been tlrntr own private dorilain. History seemed to be repeo:tinG 
itself i n r cvGrso. 



Volunteers all, mostly young, students an d schoo l •· 
ch:lldren, gave t he ir holidays, their wce: .~--cnds or whatever time 
they could spa re and fe lt themse lv e s pri v ileged to be able to 
do so. T;1e ~1rojcct appealed to the i mac;ino,tion and they a ll 
thour;h t highly of tho D:L rec tor. 

A deep sectton was l aid ac ros s t he top mos t rampart by a 
mechanical ozc a va tor. Su~sequently a hand-dug cu t was l aid 
doi:m over a ll t he r arnpa,rt lr:,,ycrs to th o foot. From its config·· 
uration this sttc uas t o r m0d tho 'Stony Ban!: '. A l ength of 
Saxon 1Jurh wall Y!as trm·rnll cd out along t he top rampa rt along 
tho i nne r foot ing of v1hich 2.ppoared another 1ayo r and t hen an 
ash l ayer. Many bones, mc t e,l sl ac; , some t ufa 0,nd fr agment s of 
Sarni a n ware appeared hero but the rncdn interest l ay in the con~ 
structton. Occ asi ona lly, heralde d by 3 r ampus- li ke noises, a white 
helmc ted f igure f ·i gurc c,ppc2.rod ov er t he cc~ tlo of tl1e r arnpc.1.rt , 
having hauled h i mse lf ( or hursclf ) up a 6oi s l ope on fixed 
ropes from the cut to t ho hi ll fort, rather li ke s omeone rising 
from anothe r No rld. 

In addit ion to a ll the vi s itors with c ame r as the dig was 
visited by Pathe News Camerame n, BB C Te l evision, Wes t German 
Tel ovis i on. N.B.C., and Warner Broth e rs ~10 Bore making a tole-­
vision f ilm, or so the story went, as a •traile r' for the film 
11 Camo J. ot 11 when it is r e l ease d. 

A sud.cl.en •. toa.thcr c l1ange prGscnted probl ems, br i ng:Lng heavy 
clouds, pelting rain and howli ng gal es. An efficient, pre-fabric­
a ted, tubul a r, bui l ding-typo scaffolding had been erected with 
some difficulty on t he e dge of the rampart top, the establishment 
of it beinc superintended by big Te rry of the P ondragons. With 
some further cHfficul ty tl10 framcn;ork of a screen ,·as anchored 
to this and c a v e the i mp r ession of a. 1:rt lc1l ;1 -f l ap11ing s a,i l. Sta nd~ 
ii:¥ on ~hi s s c nf folch ng, hanging; on to s1ipJ?Cr( YifG~ i.ron poles 
Fi ·c h s l 1ppory muddy h o,nd s , gav e; a most rGaJ.:2. stic i mpression ·"f 
ho,ngj_ng on to thu rna ,,,;-l:, of a sl":i:i.l) off Cape Horn j_n o, ni no•-f orce 
gal e . Onc e e r ec t ed no on~ f:, aVc the structure more t han half•-8,n~ 
hour to remain :1_11 ;? o 8:i_ t i on, but l t l e..:::: toc1 a ll rj_ ght a.no. the 
wo2, th or irnp rov1.Jd t: .. o foll owing di:\Y. P cmdragons wc ro CJUi to promin 
-ent on t hi s sj_ to and c c, rtainly ho.,d. tlwj_ r s~1aro of I f 1. nd s' . 

At the bo tt om of t h o S t ony Bailk , alm ost at g round l evel, 
a doop cut h~d to bu trimmed and chased r ea dy for a l ec ture by 
l\tir. Alcoc 1: e..n c1 a sr-oup of 1Jh ot oc; raphcrs, and in due course~ t h is 
too k pl a ce. Tho Direc t or cong r a tul a ted the sma ll party, saying 
tha t t hey had produced 11 a rno,gn ifj_cont section. tr Three of the 
party wo ro Pondragons and t ho othar an enthusias tic fre e - l ance. 
All f ·· lt c~ul·r ·,-rp +i·1"'1,·· r1 

1., . .) b _ ;.,s v _ ... '-' . l • 



It ho.cl. boon reporte d earlier that whi le cutting the 
lower st retch of tho Stony Dank some v olunteers had suffered 
l arge lumps on ~r ms and lees. Various thooritical suBgcs tions 
included a virulent typo of nettle und even u forgotten dump 
of pois on ~as from the 19±4--18 vfar. Af t or o~;pcriencing th e said 
1 umps, ·. rhich i. rrt t a, tec1 in tensely , I o,dv o,nc e tho theory that 
Private Ei. ll ius Joncs:Lus, A.D.45 -~A. D. 410, brought with M.m 
from Home a p o., rticularly l a r ge and harcl.y flea ,,-7hi ch f ou nd a 
h9,bi t a t to its l iL:ins at tllc foot of the Stony Bant:. 

11!:E\7 MEIVIBEHS 

Since the nigh t of the bc o,con••l i e;ll ting on Ca dbury wo have 
been j oined by t ho foJ.lowing:--
Mi ss Mary Whitn10.,rsh- -Ev c r iss, l S Bembury Road, Br:Lstol 8, 
Mr . Chris Turner, 15 Southleich Road , Dr istol 8 . 
Mr. Tre vor Cl oh:; , 51 Stanhope Hoad, Wc ll sb r :Ldgc , Bri s tol. 
Mr . H.J. Fl ear ty, 3 Wal demar Av enue , Fulham , London S. 0 .6. 
Major Eric Harding, 40 Alma Roa d, Brtstol 8. 
Mr. D.C. Jacobs, 26 Eas tbourne Ro a d, Brigh ton 7, Su ssex . 
Miss Andrea Bodford , 1 Algalj 1

, York Drove, Nomansland, 
Nr. ~alisbury, Wi lts. 

Miss Cathorino BrooJ.-s , 9 5 St. Mar Ls Road, HonJ.oy•-on-Thamc s. 
Miss Mar y Haw:.:1-ns, 2G 0 Hj_gh Stre et , Bat lrnaston, Batl1. 
Mr. E.W. Ash, J5 Waun Fawr Road, Rhi wbina, Cardiff. 
Mr. A.W. Foot, Riy s ton, Hillhrow Road , Eshor, Surrey. 
Mr. Chr l s Ki lJ. icl·:, :; i;,/arYdc:,'. Houso, Worplo Road , W:!.rnb lodon, 19. 
Miss Isol de Wi g ram. J9 Lennox Gardens , London, S. W.l. 
Miss Terry Sonlcy, 22 Earsham Cl ose , Longhil l, Hull, Yorks. 
lvlr. Toby Sn e ll, Combo Farrn, I-Tunn ey, Frorne, Somorsot , 
Mr. Do,v:Ld Carnq:; io, 1:vhit o Lodge:, Cha rlt on mrngrovo, Wincanton. 
Miss J c,an S :i.·npson, 1 1 :i.b c rton', Dunninc; Ho c:"td , Forryhill, 

Co. Durham. 

Miss Son l c!y would LU-a to find a J:lc n Friend . Sho is keep•-· 
ing 1:1, sha,rp oyu on t l10 r11u cha,nic a l dig5e rs wo r 1-ing j_n ho r c1, roa, 
ospccj_alJ.y 2,s Oi.10 :Ls now approacr1ing some t rnimli. 



By P.L. Male 

Under the patronage of tho Chalice Wo ll Trust and t ho Uni­
versity of Birmingham and directed by Philip Rahtz, this year's 
dig commenced on J.ug. 3rd o.nd cl ose d 1~ug. 31st. 

During th r__; VC;r~:l d rJ summer of 188 7, sun pa rched grass ou tlin­
od a building on a ridge runninG from Woaryall Hill wcs t Tiard t o 
the soa, which in carlic:r day3 lapped the sl opes of the Hill, 
pas s ing behind tho present dBy Mo rlBnds factory. ~lso a troo was 
unearth ed abcut the same time, revcaltng some Doulting Stone. 

Er. J ohn Mo rland, an amat~ur archaologist, i mme diately un­
cov a r ad tho f oundati ons of building~ which lat 0r proved to be a 
Medieval Church. During this oxcava ti cn sovc..:ral ve ry l o,rgc iron 
door nai l s , roof tilos, medieval glass and oddments of pott e ry 
we re found. F er the poLiod, t his excava ti on F 2.s v0ry i:,oll organ­
ised ~nd recorded. 

As tho Chalice Wel l Trust docidod that enough was known of 
tho Tor, Mr. Rnhtz 1.ras prevailed upon to carry out further ex­
cavati ons at Bockory. 

A long, cross trench TT~s first dug across the top of the 
site running Nc rth/S outh and Eas t/We s t. Tho outline cf the cuild­
ing uas t hen entirely uncovered and found to ba slightly to the 
south of tho top of the ridge. Tho building m1s 15ft X 4Ofot with 
t:al l s of appr ox . 2ft u idu and only 41. under tho surface. The S. 
1:1all of the church 1!.'as f uund t o have b Gcn moved fr om its origin­
al positi on, and the f cunda tions robbed to na tural. 

Inside the Medieval Church was f cund an older, small ur 
Norman Church, little of 1~1ich rumainod. Inside this was f ound a 
third outlinu of a sti l l older church building. In the wes t half 
of this Church a sorios of post ho l es we re discovered, and thusc, 
c ouplcd v:'L th the dt sc ov0ry of a ti_mb or slot ou tsidc thu N. wall 
of tho Modic ava.l building, points t o the p ossible si te cf u ·s till 
oldar wattle and daub Church. 

In all, du ring the u}:-co.,vCT. t i ons, romains of 3 5 skcle t ons came 
to light, soma in c ommunal grnvcs, and not all c omplcto. Mos t 
1.'ro ro f ound outside tho N. '.mll of the Med. Church, in what -vras 
pr obably a ston/Horman cometary. Als o thro0 Pe r u f rmnd j_n the N. 
wall trench. Special attention should be dra,1n t o a s ke let on 
found :i.nsidc the 1."f. e;nd of the building near the N. vro..11. His 
grave ',ms cut int o thu na.tural r oc k , and he was 6 1 6° in height 
which in th ose clays (Norman) u2,s very much above avor o..gc . 

Th o s ke let ons we ra not in very go od c ondition as thoy w0 re 
mostly in shall o-vr sro..vcs. ,"...11 we; rc buried }.l:o,st/i;?c st suggc sting 
Christian interment; all wa r e male, and many uc r c strickun wi th 
syphillis, whi ch sh ows as a grouth on the bones after duath, and 
even l ong interment. 



- - -- ---------

~10 coins, iron objects, lnrgc romain □ cf M0dicval p ot­
tery and o. brae.ch pin trc . .ro dj_sc ovcrcd. 1Tc2,r tho ond of tho dig 
a mc.:chanico.,l e;xco.va tor rro,s used to ex tend tho iT. and E. troncho s. 

• In each of thc s o a de ep ditch ·:ras c1.i sc ov ore: d cmcl. the: wall of 
anoth0r building i.n tho F. trunch. Tho C11urch wn,s ::_; robab1y 
built originally as a thanksgiving of f e ring fr om a wre cked 
mo.rj_ncr, c1,s it was t11on the n0are;st lcmc1 t 'J the sea, joined to 
thu Isl<.; of Avo.,lnn. Latc.;r it u::i,s prob2-bly takcm ovor by tho 
,"..bbcy of Glastonbury n.s o, Chantry Cho.pol. 

The Modioavnl Church can be f a irly accurately dated 
c 1350 by tho sho.po of the acrnGr buttresses. The skolotcns arc 
pr obo..b1y remains of monks rr:v; E:e;rvcd c-;t tho Cho.pol. 

There mus t ho,vo b0on soEJc ro o.,son ul1y tho Church 1.12.s not 
built on thu t op of thu ridGc, but this, and many othe r things, 
vc hope to b e ab l e t o e xplain naxt y0ar during furth~r 0x­

cavo,ti. c; ns. 

GL,.'.STONBURY TOR H;.zE 
---- _, ____ ~ - ... _ ... - ~ - -- -- _ .__-.,_ -------> 

Members 11ho o,rc intcrcstGd in Mr. Russoll' s Mo,zc projocji; 
,1111 be glad to h□ ITTr tha t this is g oing ahead wo ll. He has just 
presented a dossi<.;r to thu Royal Institute of Gr oat Britain. 
The dcssiur has a f oreword or intr cducti cn ~ ritton by Prof. 
l'/ia ry \fi. llio,ms uho is a fam ous ,:\rthurian scholar. i'Jr. Russell's 
papor also has a supporting l otter fr om ivlr. Rho,tz ':rho .suggests 
that anothe;r Tor o:xc2,vo,tion should be co..rricd out to show tho 
true nature of t ho terraces and t Q find out if t he ir pattern 
11 is cl ose enough to tho,t of 'clo.ssicci,1 1 maze pnttorns to be 
110rc than c oincidcnto.,l.' Prcfcssor I:Io,rv i.H llinrn' s introduction 
adds: 11 Scholo..rs lv,vc l one; LLnkc d this logo nd ( of the Grai l ) 
ui th Gl as t onbury. I f lVlr. REss ,.:; l l's c ontention i s corroct (and 
thi G UN1ld o..ppu\r rn ost probable) :t t ;1 ould streng then v0ry c on­
sidcro,bly thL: th.:; Jry h.:.: l d by rno,ny scholars cm c1 others, that the 
Grail st ory is one of initiat.i Gn L:it.J a mys tery in wl1j_ch, 
accordin~:; t o ~,1r. Russc.;11, the Tc r ::Jlo..yod n. great p a rt. n 
~ r esume of Mr. Russel l 's d ossi 0r fo ll o~s: 

c;J£R SIDI OR SPIR;J., c,·.s171~~ 
~ ----- ; _ _..,., .... -~.--..-- ... ~---- .. - . - · -·"""' 

The gon,.::; ra.l n2J;10 oi tho sane tuo.ry 1::,he, re th0 Ccl tic 
mysteries r:o rC; cclulJrn. tcd ,··2.s C2.c;r Sidi or S.piro. l Castlu. It 
u21,s into tho so.crod rnox,1d th2.t the Sun--L:ing uc:nt C1t death and 
fr om ·rfhj_ch ho crno rgud c-n rosurructi on. Horc_; a ls o the Co.uldr on 
of Ccriduon was housad: rccurrant rafo r 0nccs o.,rc oxto.nt in 
poems under thu no.mo of Ta liesin • .. 'hich .sho1:r acqua:i_nto..ncc 1.ri th 
Ovid's lIBTOUORPHOSES, Pythagorean d octrines and reflecti ons of 
Greek, Roman o..nd Jo 1.rish histnry. 



In Brito.in tho tradition of Spiral Castle survives in the 
Easte r i'JID..Zc dance, the mazes being called Troy T01:m in England 
and, in Wal es , Caur-droia. TI10.. t thu maze had a part in initiat­
icns generally ho.s been sto..tcd oc,rlh.r. Other o.uthori tics state 
that initi~tcs to tho Eluusinio..n mysteries were r equired t o 
trco..d the maze. In ~o lsh l ogand ( ~c l sh ~rch, vol 1. p.166) 
CeridFon uo..s the se .. rnc C.'.. S Cores, cf tho Elcusian mysteries, or 
Isis alth0ugh she is ruprosontud by Taliesin as a giantess. 

J.,ccording t.J Ed1-12.rd Do..vi os ( 0,bout 160 yuc..rs ago) Co,cr Sidi 
ornbro.ccd 11 th0 2-rl~ ~-n r:hicl1 the po,tri::.rch :md his f arnily ':rnro en­
cl osod; soc ondly th,.., c i rclc c,f thCJ z odio..c, in i'-rhich tllcir lum­
inous emblems, the sun, moGn and plo..nuts rov clv cd; thirdly, 
the sanctuary of tho Br:L tish Ceres , uhich rc.;pr-.:scntcd b oth tho 
o,rl;: o.nd the; z odio.cli. ( My th. Druid . p. 516) 

In tho ·com Ko.cl.cir TLyrn On, ( 11io lsh ;·i,r c:1. v ol 1. p. 65) 
vo aru tcld that thGra o. rc f our grand s~nctuarics in the 
British ~orninions. In one of the Tri~ds, h owever, ( Muyric. 
CD..rdig. Intr od. ) the Bard so.,ys, 11 th0ro 2,rc .~lE.S..~ princ:i.plo 
Choirs in Br-i_ta5-nn :,,,nd no..mos thcrn 8.S fnllo;:rs: The Knight Il­
tuds Bo..ngor in Co.e r 1:for5 0rn, the Choir e,f Emrys in Ca,,r Co..ro.­
dac Qnd Do..ngor 'i:•.iydrin in thu a:pp l c isl2.nd (1 ... vo..lon Gr Gla.stcn-~ 
bury.) G. Oliver DD oqunt0s th~su uith tho throe great 
l abours of tho Bri t ains. 

Mr. Russell h~s b0u n tn corrospondcnco ~ith Robort 
Gro,vcs -;_;rhc ho..s r0ccntly y;rittcn o..s f 1)ll ows: "Yes, it 1§. 
prutty obvious, as scan as enc stumbl0s on it ! It is not 
of c ours-.: c-.:rt o,in that the Tor is thG only Ca0r Sidi in th._:: 
Islnnd; but it is lils:.,;;ly to h:1.vc bc0n thu most i1:1po rtant. 

11 



~G MEI. A Dritish Dragon Lino at Glastonbury. 

By John Micholl J . 

(John Michelle arrived at Cadbury during tho dig and 
interested us all in his project ~~ich is outlined hero. His 
book on thts subject Hill 2.ppo:2r tn October from Sudgv.•icl:: 
& Jac 1-s on, Price 25/-. ) 

To men of tho 18th Century, such as Dr. Stukoley the 
great antiquG,rian anci. Arch Druid, Briti::dn vas the holy land, 
the placo of vision containing the vessel of enlightenment, 
tho Holy Gra:i.l. As Blo,kc saj_d: "All thincs bog:Ln and end in 
Albion's Ancient Druid Roc 1:-y Shore. 11 Sornuwhcro enfolded in t he 
l arnJ.sc2.po i_ tsolf lay tlH, key to m:rs t c ries known in tho past 
nnd cl.cstinr)d to bo rc:vc2,1cc1 :Ln th o future . Stuku1y was tllo first 
to soothe ancient monuments of Br itain not only individually 
but as part of a groat pattu rn, truly moanincful only when 
viewed panoramically as a whole. Etc he d into tho very f a ce of 
th e country could be found a systcD of signs and symbol s ro­
vcaling to its initiates t ho true spirit of the past and the 
path to tho future. 

Tho so wh o rely on the o,rbi tary values of rn oclorn scicnco 
ui th its disregard for tlrn purpose of ]::nov1lodgc and of truo 
uisdom have naturally r o j actod tho buliof that a groat tradit­
j_on h2.s boon prc:,sc,rvcd for our use to--clay, or that any native 
alchemical system ove r existed of the sort that has be an pre•• 
served more O) only in the East. Anc1 j_ t h3,s boon f ash"Lonablc to 
bcli t tlc its lc,s t gua. rd:L;_1,ns th.c Drutds ,,,r;10 inhcri tcd their 
knowledge of the holy places Rnd centres and lines of power in 
tho country from thei r prodoc0ssors, tho c ro a t nattve astronom­
ers , who c1ivtcJcc7. tho col!i1try o..ccorc7_-i_n0 to tho laws of gcorno,ncy 
and laid out instruments of precision such as tho wonderfu l 
stone comput e r, Stonohcncc. 

Tho rcc cmt r cvolat:ions by Ho,i;;,:-~i_ns c1,nd Il.trylo of tho true 
mcanin; and barely conccivablo d e licacy of t his monument 
shoul d now have opened our eyes to sorncthinG of the mystery 
c ontaj_nod ':ri thin the lands c a)o , the secrets tovmrds ·,:1hich 
the scholars of tho 18th century uc rc groping before the rise 
of myopic sc10ncos such as that of modern arc haeology. Recent-

, t 1 1 ' ,nl "· ' • ' 1 • '· ly several clues nave come o 1g1~. 110 r2rs~ is ~nc a1s-
covery of the TJrt tish dra,gon lJ.I10s, ca,llcd by the Chinese 
Lung Mc i_. 

The Chinese knc 1..r the dragon as s, brtc;ht l tgh t moving 
o,c ros c; the night s>y, tllo same i_;l1cnomcnon 0.s gi_ vc s rise to 
the lczcmd of the; :f1yinc; saucers . to .. cl.ay. Thoy r ,;go..rdcd tho 



dragon as a boncvolcnt power, the spirit of life, the source 
of al l good. The Lung Mei, tho lines a long which it was seen 
to move, wore mapped out and so revered that the land along 
their courses uus reserved for tho exclusive use of the 
Imperial Family. Even at the beginning of this century no one 
e l se might live or be bmmied a long those lines. 

Tho charting of the sites in Britain connected with the 
dragon l egend, tho hills or mounds said to be the p l ace of a 
killing or of the appearance of a dragon, has revealed that at 
l east throe ung Mei run across the face of thi s country, link­
ing up most of those si t es with throe straight lines. One such 
lino runs from Farnc Island off tho tip of Northumberland and 
passes just cast of Taunton. The other, intersecting it at 
Longwitton in Northumberl and, runs from cast of Linton in Rox­
burghshirc t o St. Osyth's in Essex, leaving Engl and at Pegwoll 
Bay, the scone of Dyco's great visionary picture in the Tate. 
A t hi rd, the mos t clearly i denti fiable of these l ines, passes 
over Gl astonbury Tor on its way f rom St. Michael's Mount in 
Cornwall to tho coast on the borders of Norfolk and Suffolk. 
The cult of t ho dragon that flourished a long that l ino i s ro­
mombored in tho num0rous St. ~ichaol and St. Geor ge dedicat­
ions of tho churches along its route, built on the high pl aces 
which marked its route, for thos e saints wore choson by tho 
Christian Church to confirm the suppression of the dragon cult 
which precoded it. North Brontor, .3ur row Dridgo Mump, t he Tor 
and Silbury H:i. 11 arc somo of the siting poin t s on its way, and 
i t s direction c an be chocked at certain centres of a lignment 
such as the ap tly named Eye i n Suffolk where the relative pos­
itions of mound, church and abboy point its course. 

Gl astonbury, the prime cantrc of tho cult of tho dragon 
and of t he pro-Christian ~s tronomical religion as we ll as, by 
an adaptation of its l ugcnd, of t he Christian Church itself; was 
the plac e from nhich the lino 1i'.'as c:1iofly assessed. Like the 
groat hi ll outside Poki ng from 1rrhi ch every year tho Emperor re­
hewed tho sacred alignments, the Tor may have been surrounded by 
an as tronomical gar den, a feature which one might sco in t he 
Zodiacal Giants, first def inc.;d on pa,per by Mrs. l\1al twood and 
refined by the great contornporary gcomanco r Ken Knight . The 



dragon lino itself follows oxactly tho alignment of the ridge 
of the Tor. Two steno pillars, erected one on the summit and 
one on tho lowe r peak towards the wes t e rn end of tho ridge and 
just visible from tho base of tho present towe r, gave tho lino 
of tho great dragon of southern England. Its rediscov e ry and 
our progress towards full e r knowlcdso of its implications mark 
a stage towards the ending of tho Enchantment of Britain, tho 
achievemen t of the Grail, tho roinvocation of King Arthur, the 
sleeping king ·who will avra\~c:n to r es tore tho true spirit of 
Britain. 

(Editor's note: In a foreword to the Keith Baines rendition 
of Le Morta d'Arthur, published by Harrap in 19 62, Rob ert Graves 
rofurs to tho r ed silk dragon whi ch i.ras o.lso a windsoc k, adds: 
11 This dragon, now the national emblem of Wales, had b0cn brought 
to Britain all tho Yray from China by vray of the By zantine 
Empire.) 

NOTICE BOARD 
We hop □ to hold the A.G.M. and Party on Nov. 11th or 

Nov. 18th. Arrangements urc being made to hold tho party in an 
old barn so that it may bo of tho rustic variety. Any member 
who would like to find bed-and-breakfast accommodation in 
Bristol f6r tha t wcok-cnd should got in touch Ti ith Mrs. Foster. 
Dato and full particulars ~tl l than be sent. 

Nowly-dosignod Christmas cards with a Celtic du sign in 
black and vrhi to vrill be avai l ab l e in du e course. Costs havo not 
yet boon wo rked out but will not bo more than 1/- each. 

Information about churches dedicated to St. Michael wil l 
bo wc lc orno, wha to var area they c orne from. 

We still have some Celtic jewell e ry in hand, prices mos tly 
from 7/6 to 15/- for anyone who ,,rants to buy a Christmas prc'sant. 
Such presents a r c light on postage . 


