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N O T E 

We a re changing the format of our magazine and by 
the time our ne xt issue is ready we hope to have a 
new and permanent cover that will improve its 
appearance. 

ANNUAL GENER.AL MEETING 

As everyone knorrn, the aim of our Society has been "To 
stimulate inte r e s t in King Arthur and his contemporaries 
and to inve s t ig~t e the historical and archaeological back­
ground of The Matte r of Britain. 11 

At the A.G .M. it was proposed by the President, and 
carri ed by general consent, that we should now extend this 
by adding another Clause. "And to study the significance, 

• pa st and pres ent, of the Arth1.1rian Legends . 11 

The Bristol group meets frequently and informally and 
ranges -v:ridely in its discussions. Much interest has centred 
on John Michel's book, "The Flying Saucer Vision", published 
recently by Sidgwick & Jac kson. This interest led to a re­
examination of "Stonehenge De-Coded r1 by G. Hawkins. The group 
has recalled tha t Merlin's name has been associated with Stone­
henge , as for instance in "Merlin's Dance 11 • Merlin seems always 
to be associat ed with astronomy and magic. Members will re­
member that T. A. White's IVIerlin is a character composite of 
astronomy, magi c, problems of Time and the Beasts of Mythol­
ogy. 

In this issue Roger Deeley has given his personal views 
on Merlin and he is currently writing a book about Arthur from 
which this is a small extract. On Oct. 27th last he came over 
from Weston-Super-Mare to give us a Talk on these lines. 

This rising i n terest in Merlin is the reason for the 
addition of a new clause being added to our original aims. We 
invite views and ideas from our corresJ ondents. 

Y A R L I N G T O N 
By Chris Turner . 

During the resent dig at S. Cadbury a few Pendragon 
members found time to make a trip to Yarlington to investi­
gate reports of a complex of strip-lynchets unmarked on the 
O.S. maps. Yarlington is a small Somerset village comprising 
a church, a pub and very little else. It is about five miles 
to the N.E. of s. Cadbury, nestling in the folds of the hills 
that flank the eastern boundaries of the Vale of Avalon. It 
also sits astride the pre-historic ridgeway known as the 
Harrow Hay or, at its western end, the Hard Way. This ridge­
way runs east-1.vest from the Vale of Avalon to Old Sarum, via 
Andover and the great crossroads of Stonehenge, and seems to 



have been u se d as the trade route for the we stwards transport 
ion of Cornish tin and load. 

Just outsi de the village we found a seri es of strip-lynche 
marching boldly across four hillsides surrounding a ford. Some 
of the banks reac hed up t ~e lve fe et or more at very steep angl 
As ue climbed we discovered more and more features in the surr 
ounding fields. One field to the cast had six shallow ridges 
running parallel downhill, with a ridge at tho top and bottom, 
while in tho vall ey below us we sau an old spring protected by 
a dry-stone uall. The size of t he complex s eem s to indicate th 
it was farmed by a community rather t han by one farming family, 
al though no evidence of a pre-historic village has yet come to 
light. 

Casting further afield we came upon some more features of 
interest. To the north of the strip- lynchets we discovered a 
dry-stone wall of some age supporting, or perhaps now supported 
by, a bank. This was built in the unu~ual form, for Somerset, 
l a rge , fl a t f l akes of stone laid in a horizontal herring-bone 
patt e rn. This has be en variously dated as being anywhere betwce 
late Roman and Medieval peri od, but looks r a thc r like the 
traditional type of dry-st one walling to be found even to- day i 
predominately Celtic Cornuall. All ag re e , however, that the age 
of tho wall is 11c onsidcrabl o 11 • • 

Not far from t his a circular crop-ma rk was tentatively idon 
ified. Time was t oo short to make a detailed study of the site, 
On raising our eyes to the skyline , hmveve r, ire saw Glastonbury 
Tor silho~10ttod bo t i:rn on th e shoulders of t i:-rn hills. This vr ould 
app ear to make an appealing site for a religious c entre, but th 
is, of course, pur e con j ecture at the mome nt. It vras noticed, 
ncvorthelc ss , tha t the area had been f a r me d by a community, tha 
stone for building is in abundanc e , wate r is readi ly available 
and a ; rincipal trade route passes t hrough or near. 

Tho route of tho Harrow Way is n ot clearly define d beyond 
Yarlington and may, in fact, not have existed in any permanent 
form. The l and drops down to tho Somerset Plain and cannot be 
guarded effectiv ely against marauders until the land rises agai 
towards Exmoor in the west. It has to cross difficult country 
with no natural defences or bolt-holes and it scorns t ha t Corn­
i-§fi t:r§.l;),Qf'§ had to make their m-rn i:;·ay across the Val e of Avalon 
to the relatively secure foot hills of the southe rn Mcndips in 
the region of Cas tle Cary to link up TTith th o safe passage acres 
the hills to Old Sarurn. 

Tho question a r ise s -- Tihat has all this_ to do with Arthur 
or Cadbury-Camolot ? The answe r is t hat it indic a tes not -rrhat 
S. Cadbury Castle uas used for in late r periods but what its 
original purpose may have been. Yarlington is conceivably the 
staging-po s t at tho end of the Harrmv Way. The r o vr ould be tin 
and lea d merchants as uc ll as farme rs: pack hors es as well as 
~attlo. ,The Cornish minurs would t ake t hu if ore as far as 

~ - • l 
Yarl1ng ton, trade it and then g o ba ck for more. The traders woul 
t hem transport it to their buye rs in tho cast. This arrangement 
would rnake the tovm rich pickings for Irish plunderers or other 
roving fro obootc rs and so n0eded a strong point to guard the 
eastern flank, the oast being already guarded by a series of 
hill forts dotted along tho ridgoway. NoYrhore could there be 
found a more ideal spot than Cadbury which, vvi th its established 
outposts on the hills ov e r Whitcomb Vall ey, gave complete comm­
and of tho -rrn stcrn approaches for many miles. This van tage point 
would give ample warning of · approaching dange r and -its nigh-
i mpregnable d~fonc os ~ ould have boon enough to discourage all 
but tho most ~aring of r a iders. In its original state, the refore 
Cadbury Cas tle may well have been tho c;ateway to the Harro·w Way. 

Investigations a rc still far from complete, and all Pendrago 
can help in research. For tho se with O.S. maps of tho a r ea tho 
r cforcnc o of strip-lynchets is Shoo t 166 (Frame ) 660295. 



MERLIN By Roger Deeley. 

Mcriin is a t least as old as Art~ur. Tra ce tho legend of the 
Arthurian romance back from l egend into history, and Merlin is 
still there . He is tl10 .mainstay of the fir ,s t p a rt of tho cycle, 
tho tutor, the hclpor, the fri end of tho young King , wh o magic­
ally brings tho p a r ents toge ther, finds t ho King his famous s word, 
and shelters him until ho is old enough in years and knowl edge to 
stand on his oun t u o f ee t. 

This Me rlin, or ]1.5.yr ;:fdin , is too big a character to be an 
anonymous bard, or t ho r epre sentative of somo pagan r e ligion 
opposing Christi ani ty, as diff or Qn t writers in fact and fiction 
have triad to mako him. The facts of the l ege nd must havo some 
basis in tho facts of history. 

In tho older l egends, the mouth-to-mouth stories told of 
Arthur and his band, IV!yrddin is no doddering old figure in Yvh i t e 
board and long Walt Disney cloak. Ho l eads uarbands, he fights in 
battl 0 , ha gives a dvice and ui sdom from a life time of oxp c ri cnco. 
Tho wizard bit was put in by Geoff roy of Monmouth to give the 
story a bit of p ep for r eade rs vrh o r evell ed i n that sort of thing . 

.So 1.7h o nas this HJrrddi n in f act ? Tho nai)e My rddin comos from 
the tmm uhich in English is nm,- called Carmarthen, or a s it was 
then Caorrny rdc1in, or as the Romans call ed it Moridunum, tho Sea 
F ort. Ambrosius cs,1:10 from this p a rt of tho ,-: orld, being generally 
knoun an d ref e rred to as Myrdcl in Ern r ys, and it was easy with the 
uay of life a nd tho actual grammar of thos e days for tho sec ond 
name to become droppod , l eaving h i m to be r of crr od to as just 
Myrddin. lvlo r c: ov cr, one of th0 mai n s t ories told by Geoffrey, of 
a boy ~ithout a f a t he r uh o revealed prophec i es to Vortigorn and 
vrho rrn.s named Ivlorl in, -rrh on tro.ccd bac k to its source in Nennius, 
is disc ov or oc1 to r0f or t o :l!.: rnri ~guJot i_r., Rrnrys GwlocUg or Prince 
Ambros ius. 

A surl-Jrl si ng numbor of r ofo r onccs to Me rlin refer to Ambros­
ius as well, a survrisingly large numbe r of l egends also rofor to 
both (for example, they a r o both doc..ply connec t ed with Stonehenge 
in various 0,rays): a suspiciously l a rgo number. 

Could tho f 2.cts have been the se: Ambrosius Aurclianus l ed tho 
British a rmi e s against the Saxon until ho was succ oo dod by Arthur 
(how this happe ned is not i mportant hero). Ho then became bas ically 
tho Elde r Sta tesman, a friend and advisu r to tho young Warlord 
( :Oux Bell arum) -r:horn he liad trained a nd brought up to succeed him. 
By this t ime the Latin or Roman influence uas a little l e ss in 
evidence than t ho British, and hu became knoTTn more and more by 
tho Britj_sh name, Myrddin Ernrys~ thenc e ultima t ely Myrddin. It d oo s 
not nood t oo much imagi nat ion to soc how, in l a t e r times, pa rticu­
L 1rly ,rho n t he uho l e s t ory t urne d into heroic bardic lays and then 
to stra i gh t legends, those t wo di s tinct facets of t ho man ' s char­
acter , t h e c ornmandor Ambr osius and th o a dv j_s a r My rddin, should turn 
int o t uo scparD..to p eople ..... It's a th oory anyvmy. 

~r RAC TS _j:fiQM_ ____ I:,A'.1'.:~_s;R£ 
Fcom lviis s T. Sonloy, Hull. 

Rec eiv ed September's 11Pcndragon 11 safely and f ound it full 
of inte r e sting r eading. Th o 2.rticl o by John Michell on tho dre.gon 
line s really fascina t ed rnc and I immed i a t ely droYT out tho l ine s 
ho men tioned on •to a.n old rnc,,p, thus disc overing tha t you in 
Bristol a rc inside the triangle ~hilst ~c in Hull arc on the out-
side. Nau I must go t his book and fi nd out more. 

We have h~d t wo finds horc r ecently: one a t Selby and one 
a t V/axfl oct -v1h0r0 , e,bout tho 10th Oct obe r, n. Roman l ead 11pig 11 

weighing more th an 1 cu t. ";!as u noarthod on t he River Humber' s 
bank. Th o ingot is 1:rn dgo- shap cd 2.nd nearly t -:ro f oo l l ong. It ';ras 
found about 500 ya rds frorn Fhcrc our Museum staff arc digging for 
the si t o of 2, s0 ttl cmcnt. Th0 ingot is inscribe d nsocior. Lut. 



Br. Ex. Arg. 11 so appears to have corn o up from Derbyshire. Accord­
ing to r ecords, s everal othe r ingots with this inscription have 
b e an f ound i n t his a r ea ove r th e years. 

At SLirl ough , nor1 deep drains a rc being laid and I manage d to 
look over one trench there, but my empl oy e r is not handling that 
job and tho r;;en who ·wo re there r:·o re not t oo friendly ! I find 
most 1'r orkmon arc very cagey if you -,-rant to look over any ground. 
Their usua l plaint is: 11 If y ou find anythi ng, YIC shall ha ve to 
stop vr orking. n Docs eve ry one :11 t t his snag ? ..... 

I uas very surprisod to r eceive a r eply to my r eques t for a 
pen-fri end: I h2,d expec t ed 2. l e t tor from ,someone in t his country, 
but it c ame from Now Yo r k of all places! 

From Mr. R.D.Hoskins, Farnham, Surrey. 

The r o is an inscribed stone at a cr ossroads on tho outskirts 
of a sno.11 village 113,rne d Trof r oock. Trefr coch li es about a mile 
from St. Endcllion uhi ch , in turn, is t hro e miles from Port 
Isaa c on tho r oad from Wadebridgc in north Corn~all. The s t one is 
on e of a pair of pille rs mar king an old grave and the re is a small 
st one ttchai r 11 171 th tho@. Tho insc rip ti on starts off vvi th a square 
cross f oll ovn, d by rrhat appoars t o be a no.,rnc. It i ,s prosurno,bly 
a memori a l stone c i rrying tho name of the pa rs on buried th e r e . 
Th e; narnc , unf ortun '.:'.- toly, is ve ry hnrd to d..:: ciphor. The stone 
appe a r s t o be of a typ o r elated t o tho pcri cd 500-800 A.D. 

Local onquirius a scertained tha t the pe rs on buri ed thur c is 
supp cso d t o b o t he f a the r of tho l oc a l sai nt, St. Endollicrta. A 
p amphl e t in t he l oc1l church at St. Endoll i cn, howe ve r, sta tes 
tha t St. Endollierta was one of the t uon ty-f our saintly sens and 
daught ers of Brycho,:.1 , a king of Sou t h Wal es, uh o was head of tho 
Throe Ho l y Famili us of Br i tain. 

Doc s anyone knou, please, if the r e is a transl a ti on of the 
inscripti cn? Any inf ornmti on on this burial nould be appreciat­
ed. 

Edit or's Note: We, in Bristol, have ,seen a ph otograph of this 
stone {taken by Mr. Hoskins) and t o us th e lottoring l ooks ve ry 
much like M .• D •. AUT. Naturally 1 .• 'e a rc v .:., ry curi ous about this 
,stone. 

From Mr. G. Bass , Lond on. 
I ha ve f ound all the inf or mati on about tho Maze and the 

Chinese Dragon Lines ve ry inte r es ting indeed, but I still think 
that thosG t hings , even if they a r c truo, will n ot r eally help 
in tho search f or Arthur. I imagine tha t all thi s became ent ang­
led uith tho Christian sequel of tho c oming of St. J os oph to 
Glastonbury Hi th his vrard, Jesus, the building of th0 wattle 
church by Our Lord Hi mself, and th e hiding of tho Cup of tho Last 
Supper, brought back by St. J oseph after t he Crucifixi on, in tho 
Chalic e Woll. This uas tho l egend tha t inspired Arthur and his 
4nigh ts in thljir splondid def enc e of Britain against the heathen 
baxons and ret aine d tho Christian Fai th in our l a nd .... I have 
s een o, picture from an early msmuscript vrhich shews tho Round 
Tabl e as c1, hollow circle wllich would have n,llowod a ll the knights 
t o have been s eat ed in equality. What d o you think of this? 

Edit or's Note: 1.1fo kn on that tho Honour able Knights of tho Round 
Table have scats that c o.,n be sl 0ttcd t oge the r t o f or rn a 11Round 
Tabl e II A;CC ording to the number of mo121b or s 1i1h o c omc t o dinner. 

Fr om Mr. C. I~illick, London. 
I have f ound tha t Cacsnr 's Camp on Wimbl ed on Common is classi-
fi ed a s an Ir on Age hill fo rt. No ono b othe rs about it r ound here, 
alth ough a boy onc0 a sked me vhc r c it uas ... Now I can have a 
clos cr~l o0k o, t it and p c. rhaps, ono day, there may be a dig the r e. 
With the aid of Ordnanc e Survey I am going t o d o research on geo­
graphic al connGcti cn b<..;t1·vecn the hill f orts, and also sco if I 



can find any ovidonco c,f anything els0 like it on Wimbledon Com­
mon, which is, in a r.1ay, lHco a giant hill fort i tsolf. 

Editor: Thanks ci..lso t o i\.ir. Killick f or excellent maps and MSS. 

From Mr. G. Bcldstcck, Essex. 
During my summ er vacaticn I wo rked on an archaeological site at 

Tythogston, Glam organ. Am ong th0 finds vras a wall 11hich v1as f ound to 
contain lnto f ourth century Romnn qucrnst ones. The qucrnstoncs He re 
found embedded in tho wall and wore net c omplete, but just segments. 
I believe I rn,1 c orrect in saying tha t the distinguishing feature 
about tho stones was t he fact that they h3d radial gr ooves. It vas 
this fact that d0finitoly identified them ~ith tho fourth century. 

This suggests that tho Hall was built and tho site cccupied dur­
ing the immedi a te post-Roman peri od. As this includes the p ossibility 
of tho si.tc being Arthurian, I wondered if mention may have been . 
mno.o of tho names Co..ndlost on or Tythegston in the legends. 

Editor: Has anyone any inf ormati on or suggesti ons? 

Tiill BATTLE , OF BADON 
By J ohn Bro oko. 

Tho site and uxpLmation cf the b0,ttle cf Ba.don has always 
proved a th orny problorn t o o.11 hist cricms. Eo..ch one ha s gi von c ag­
ent roas ons as to r:hy his si to mus t bo tho c urroct one. However, no 
si tc appears . t o c omply vxc.ctly v.ritl1 all tho kn ovin facts. After read­
ing 2.11 the avai l '.:1.bl0 do. ta it Hould o.ppoa:c that thoro is cnly one 
si tc, n,nc-:. tho, t under spocial c ondi ti ons, vrhich fills the bill. 

Tho rec orded facts ri ro, briofly, tha t (a) it t ook pl aco 44 years 
after tho .Adventus Saxonum; that is, . after the Saxon Mutiny of 455 
A.D. (b )That it t ook the f orm of a scigc. (No details a rc given as 
t o iThe, t force Yras boscigod.) (c) That Arthur and his c omitatus alone 
wo re actually ong2.god. (d) That it rras ALMOST tho l as t bc1, ttlc. (c) 
That ct very l cn(3 period of peace f oll':i\:;'e; d. 

In 500 A.D. aff a irs in Britain wo re such that the Sax ons had 
only 8. tenuous h old on tho c ,, untry. In fact, it must have boon obv­
i ous t o Aollo, tho Brotqalda, that unless a groat effort ~as made it 
uas highly probable that they wculd be thr own out alt ogether. Ho 
must ha ve decided, in c onsultati on with tho other Saxon chiefs, that 
a major thrust must be made ~nd it must bo an all- ciut effort. The 
greate st prcblom tha t f ncod Aollo was ho~ t a ove rc ome tho invincible 
Arthurian co.Valry. It ho..d been sho1;m, ti rno Ct.ftor timo, that ono 
cavo..lrymo,n Ho.. s T_-_rorth n t lo::i.st fi vc Saxons. It was necessary, thcro-
f ore, t o assornblo o..n overwhelming f crco to c nunter tho ndvantagc of 
tho enemy. 

Unquosti cnably, Acllo ,,:o. s a very sldllcd soldier. Li ke all 
Germans ho vms not cno t u lo.:1vc things t o chance. In addition to a 
massive f orce ho decided t a a rrange f c~ a diversi on. To m~kc d oubly 
sure, however, he had t a take enc big risk. This wets t o opera te 
after the campaigning suas on wo,s ove r and b oth sides had retired t o 
winter quarters . . An adv cl.,nce at this timo ,Tculd catch tho Britons 
c ompl a toly off balance. Tho Federal tr oops uould be disp orsod among 
their depo ts nnd tho mi litia would bo disbanded. Arthur himself 
':JOuld bo ,,-roll out of the yr2,,y and by the time he: was in o, pcsition to 
take acti on 1\.oll o -.,;:rould be v1cll on his rray to t::i Wost Co,:,,st, there­
by preventing the VQ.ri ous British units fr om assembling . 

. il.s is ruc ogniscd, tho do.tcs in tho Anglci-So.xon Chronicle o.ro 
thoroughly unreliable, being s ometimes five years out on either side. 
That being s o it becomes easy t o sec i.:horo Cordie c omes int o tho . 
picturo. If he uero tho s on cf Vortigcrn he naturally c onsidered 
himself tho rightful heir to tho British thr one. The scheme that 
Aollc prc,posc d w0,s tha t Curdic s hould land off Sc,uthampt on Water and 
thrust t owards Winchostor. This, if nothing olso, ~culd bring Arthur 
hurrying t o tho def once of tho city. In fact it ims the ideal di v.:;r­
si on. 



In due course the groat hcst o..sscmblcd s crnowhc :to ne a r the 
prosont Dunst c,blo. It c onsisted of ./\.ellofs own S outh Saxonsi ._,'::.,e's 
Oise's r..cm fron Kent 2,nd 2, m2.s s i v c f orco fr om the Angli an sottlo­
mcnts. Hc .7 no ,':.'..r tho Saxon frc.nticrs Arthur hnd his outp osts we do 
n ot kncTT but it c an be nssurncd tho,t they existe d. Such a massive 
fcrcc c 0uld not long remain undetecte d. Signal beacons wore duly 
fired cnrrying the no,rning tho..t tr ouble ·.,as on the way to far off 

Camel ot. i 
,1.0110' s first c:b j c: ct :L vc i;rnuld b0 tho T~rncs cr ossings. Tho one 

n orth cf Gr, ring '.ms t he usuC1.l one t o us e d's this is ,nhcro tho 
Ickni old Wo,y runs. Hmr0vor, the northern one south of Dorche ster 
lod t o the main garrison H.Q. at Wittonhnrn. Dhcc qittcnh~utf~Il _ 
a nd, preferably Dorchester as uull, the f ortress cove ring tho 
sou thor n crossing 0 ·0..s b c,und t o f c,11 s'.'lon aftor o.s it received a.11 
its roinf crc omonts fr ciiJ Wt ttcmho.m. Blo'\7burton Tiould dr op like a 
ripe plur.i in due c ourse. Acllc theref ore l oft tho Icknield Way 
G,nd proceeded t mro..rds DorchostC.;r, cr ossing by tho Romo..n road. 
( Sec I. D. Margo.ry 1967) To travel fr om DunstC1.ble t o Wi ttonharn, 
al l or,ing f c-i r s 0rnc mi.no r ong.-1,gomcnts, -::rould t ake throe days. 

Tho g::,,r ris on c ornmo.ndc r rJf Yfittonham would have dispo.tchod 
a mounted messenge r t o Camel ot as s oon as he ha.d obtained de­
t ails of tho S2.x on 1110vc. Messengers '\'Fuld als c hn.vo bcon sont t o 
Silchostcr ~nd TTinchcs t0r rcquosting r e inf orcements. Arthur wculd 
not hrwu n:.7ai tcd o., mossongc r but h0d his Cerni t a tus mu stered or o.t 
l c:::-:,.,st h i s Buc oll o.rii of Eo1wy Co,valry. Within o, C')Upl o cf hours 
or so of tho signc.,l be ing r oco i vcd Arthur i.r culd bo on his vro,y t o 
Old So.rum. Fifteen nilcs north- oo..s t of Old Sa rum he w:mld fJ robab­
ly mu t t ho messenger and boon mor e fOlly informed. 

l-- On tho o.f t crn .J t,n of tho third do.y tho whol e co,vo.lry divis­
i on ':rnuld ho.vo r id.don up on t o tho heights t o tho S outh ove rl ook­
ing t he n nrr ow plo.in c onnecting Wittcnharn and the cr ossing. Do­
t a chQ0 nts fr om Silchastor ~rtd Winchester would a l so bo arriving. 
By this tj_rno o..b out half LollO I s fore es nould have cros sed tho 
river and b e:gun t o encircle Wittcnham. Thoy must hn.v c boon quite 
c nr o-f r oo. Th"rc .-::,,ppcar ud to be not the sl-Lghtest ;J ossibili ty 
tho..t th ;_;y ·we r e like ly t o oncount or tr ouble o.t this spot. They 
must ho.v c r c c c i v od a sh ock \ ,-h on t hey h0::1,rd .-trthur I s trumpets a.nd 
~ th o heights e,b ;) V O them cr mmc d by a. nmss of g l o2..rning, o.rm-

ourcd horsemen! 
. Tho c nvn.lry, _ gcd.ning uo1:1ontun-12..pic1ly, must ha.vo cro.shod d 6Yrn 
int J thorn: the 1;Jhol o b ody, including /1.ollo uculd be de stroyed. 
Tho info..nt ry, in th e rnco.n ti rno , Yrould hrwo mn.do f i) r the f crd t o 
provon t r oinf crc ernont s fr cm cr ossing. In due c curse Arthur c aught 
up Y'i th Oise o.,nd destr oy e d him 2,nd his men a t tho hill of J..gnod 

ncur tho I s l e of Shoppcy. 

Tc f 0ll o·.1 this oxplo.n2.ti on it is de sj_rn.bl c t o have shoots 
S.U. 58 o,nd 59 cf the O. S . 2J inch maps. 

By Julie \ifoo..vor. 
MJ~S i'~Dl1. SHJILL NOT F ii.LL J.Gi'i.IN ! ----------·------

The P1.mc1rngon Soci0ty mot on Doc.1st t o hc o.. r a very inte rest­
ing Ta.lk by Miss Reos of Bo..th High Sch ool. Miss Reos ua. s one of 
tho 2,000 voluntc c rs who t ook pa.rt in the oxce1,v8..tions at Masada 
in Isr,'.1ol. This -,:!C.S the site of the f o.mous rosisto.nco, by Jewish 
"Zoalots 0 , t o tho Roma.n f orces in the first c entury of our era. 

As Masada is s a cl ose t o th o fr onti e r with Jordan, t ho dig 
'\7r,S p rot0ct od by tho Isr:w7'1.i J.r rny, 0,nd v olunte e rs ,;rn r o stric t -• 
ly disciplined. In ~dditi on t o enduring tho rig ours of ca.mp life 
thoy a.lso fc..c cd dang0rs fr ur;, 11 v ot ,:, rans of tho dos"rt

11 
·who turned 

out t o be s c orpi ons a.nd sn:i,kes! 
Those tough c c,nd i t ions ensured cm a tm osphere r:if offici.. onty 

and dcdi co..ticm. Th o do.y bcg.J.n .::, t 5. o. . ro. , ,'._'\,ncl by 6. n.,. rn. tho dig..; 
g0rs we r e on the ir wo..y. Thr ough do.rkncss 1J.nd icy dcsort air they 



.. -, '-l t o climb tho narr ow ~nd dangerous "Sn~kc Po.th" to tho si to; 
a procipi t ous, r r:., cky pl2toC'..u 1,350 feet ci.,b ovo tho dosort. Work 
v✓e nt un in incroci.sing h oa.t until mid-o..fte;rn con. L:i.tor in tho day 
the r e 1,:c r e cpp c,rtunitius t o i n spect the "finds;; and t our the site 
s o tha t o~ch digge r c ould f oll o~ the p r ogre ss of tho uxco,vo.ti on 
a s w whol e . 

M3.s a do, is a n o.. tural f ortress, but docs n ot app o3.r to he1,v c 
be e n u se d a s such u ntil thu 2nd century B.C. when a s mall wn.11 
'!T .:1 s bu i lt r ound th o t op. In tho f oll ouing century He r od tho 
Groat, unpopul a r 'il i th his subj octs, dcvul op o d Masa da a s an en orm­
ous f ortif i.c d dY:ulling a nd burcnuc ro.. tic c ontro, Digge rs unc ovcr­
c d his Villa Tii th its thro e tcrro., c e s, mosaic fl oors, painte d 
TTalls a nd b n ths, huge s t or ehouse s, offices e nd va st ciste rns hewn 
out of the s ol i d r ock. 

In 70 .A. D. t h o Roman s sac ke d Jcrus :J.lcm :-i..nd d e str oy e d tho 
Te mpl e , s y rnb c l of tho J e 1,iish Fed th. A b c:md of Zo 8.l ots, h cwcvor, 
~ho h ~d p r e vi ously c apture d Mnsn da fr om tho Roman gnrris cn, c on­
t i nued t o h old rm t the re, unde,r s o i g o, until 70 A. D. Wh e n tho 
Romc,n soldie rs f i n a lly burst int o th 0 f ortre ss on e mor n ing, they 
f ou n d it a ll a sil ent, sm okins ruin. ~cc crding t o tho Jc~ish 
hist ori a n, J ose,p hus, t h o Zeal ots, pr~forring death to submiss­
ion, h~d f or me d a suic ide p nct. Fn t ho rs had first t o kill their 
wi v o s o.,nd c 11ildrcn, c-,ncl t hen cc,ch othe r. The disc ov e ry of a p ot­
she rd b onr ing the ir Le n d e r ' s n nm o, El oaz a r-be n-Yuir, and a dead 
vrom ~.n u i t h h er b l o..cl'.: pl o.,i ts still i nt c1.ct bring s the tra.gody very 
cl ose t c u s. Dri ed fruits TTorc l oft i n the c olla rs t o sh ow tha t, 
i n t ho \7o rds :::•f J os cp hus, 11 • • t h0y 'Fill be o. t c stiEJ oninl 'dha n we 
n r e d ead t h~t TTc TI~ r c n o t subdue d f or TTant cf no c o s sarios; but 
tha t, 2.c cording t o cur or igino.l r o soluti on , wc ho,v e p r0 f arrc: d 
d cC\. t h b c f c,r o sl ,:-,v o ry. •1 

Th e d efi anc e of t hu Zoc1.l ots h C\.s a l wcys stirre d tho imagin-
., ~:. of t h e J cui s h p c cpl c: . To-d"'-Y, J,nuy 1·oc ruit .s climb the ' • 

11 S nc~kJ P n, t h II by t c rchlie;h t t o strcctr tha t "Mf'..sn.dn. s hall n c1 t f a ll 
2.g o,in.;; The e: xc ,0.,v :1 t ors w0 r c ~-1..ll ov:0 d t o rritnc ss cm c such occ a s ­
i on, nnd Miss Roos t cld us th~t it u ~ s a very i nspiring and 
amo ti on- c h:J.r go d ini ti n ti on. 

Ono may ?,s!c h m7 o.n o,c c e,un t of a n Eas t0rn cxc a v a ti Oi1 is re­
l e v a nt t o th e P c ndr~g cn 1 s interes t inn Celtic lca d 0r of tho 
Dark i~gc. No cno uh o h 00.rd il'Iiss Reo s' s oxci ting and b e o..utifully 
illustr:J. t c d l ecture c ould f nil t o s ea tho c onn ecti on -- tho 
bu rning p a tri otism tha t drive s p eople t o die r 1 th0r tha n submit 
t c a rn t od f ,_, r 0ig11 f oe . In t he: s ame ,,7:J.y, .~rthur, fi ghting a 
r ear-guc.r d -'.'.cti on o.geti nst the So..x on s , insp ire d 'Nh a t is b e st n.nd 
ncbl c st i n our h 0rit ng c . It is t h is spirit tha t dr:J.WS visit ors 
t o Cc,.,dbu r y in t h cu so..nds. Those i.rh o ,'J.r □ intc r c s t c d in kn owing 
rn c-r c .':'..b out Mo..so.d'.1 ['., r o r o c crnrncn d c d t ,.:i read 11 l'Jlo.s o..da" by Yigno l 
Yudin, Dire ct er of Exc ~v n ti ons, publishe d by Wcidcnf c ld a nd 
Nich0l s ~n, 19 66, 62/ . 

Th o e v e.mi ng f inish od with c off e e and di scussi on, f oll onod 
by slides c,f tho Cn.dbury oxc o..vo..t ions. Slide s e:f the 19 66 dig 
~o r e k i n dly l eane d by Mrs. Racy nnd th ose of 1967 by Miss Ma ry 
Whit□ar sh-Evuriss . 

. 
0 • • • • 0 ■ • • 

Yfo hcpc tha t a ll cur rn 0rnb c rs sc1.':1 the Illus tra t e d Suppl c ­
mont of The Ob sc rv or en Nov.26th l as t ~ith i ts e xc e llent p h ot o­
g r 2.phs cf Ca dblffY o.n d its f u ll r ep ort of the; dig. If o.nyon c was 
unlucky e nough t o r.ii ss this ,:0 11ould e,dvisc thorn t h2.t it is 
worth whil e v riting t c t ho Ob so rvor offi ce t c got onu. 1/- for 
Suppl emen t an d pos t age . 

The ro u :::1. s o,l sc a n oxtra ct fr c:1.1 Do,;ihnc du iv:auri c r' s b ook on 
C orn-.'To.11 i n Worn G.n ' s 0-::m c-n N av. 18th Y:hich -.ms of i n t e rest t o 
th c s o i n t 0 r c st e; d in 11.rthur. 

L1 our little l oc o.l Rc::.f f l c tho first prizo i:m s won by 1 •• 
Schlesinge r, th e sec ond by C.F. Ba rringt Jn, a nd the third by 
Micha ol Do.rling. 




