























Medrawd: Myrrdin the Seer told how a princess
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The Trial of Medrawd : Case Papers: by Fred Stedman—Jones

CDeorAwoS TESTICOONY

Prosecutor: Lord Medrawd, before your birth a star with

two rays appeared in the sky: what was its portent?

would give birth to two mighty conquerors.
Who were they?

My brother Gwalchmai and myself.

who were your parents, Lord Medrawd?
Gorlois. Lord of Cornwall, and his wife
Igraine had three daughters. My mother Gwyar
was the second, sister to Morgan and Elaine.
Your mother was half sister to Arthur:; then
King Arthur was your uncle?

Yes, through my mother's blood. King Uther
seduced Igraine and Arthur was born.

Who was your father?

My father was Llew, also known as Loth,

Duke of Lothian. ' e

When were you born?

In the month of the hawk god, Beitaine, the time of brightness.

And where were you raised?

At Tapran Law on the Lammermuir Hills.

You have been described of all men the bolidest and ever the
swiftest.

At five I could cast a spear and ride a horse.

You were a Hawk of Summer, indeed. Myrddin the Seer prophesied that
you would kill the king.

I lived all my life under this gessa. I did.all I could to avoid it.

Arthur was Pendragon, did you attend him at Caerleon-on-Usk?
I did. and took my piace on the bank of the Round Table in the city
of the legions.

‘We think of Arthur as a model of chivalry through
the influence of later Znglish and French writers,ut
this was never the view of the Welsh themselves.'
. (Richard Barber)
I have taken off from this point of view,trying to
reconcile the zlimpses of the Céth war lords found
in the obscure Welsh traditions in the Tr?ads.the
Mabinogion,Lives of the Saints,Gildas,etc .My Arthur lives in a
legendary Celtic world of heroic axploits,treachery and f;ee moral-
ity,#here planes of magic and faery co-exist with everyday reality.
To be fair,Mordred is remembered as a 'Kingly Warrior,mild and pure'
in the triads,Something extraordinary must have turned him into the
ummitigated villain of later Arthurian writers.
I hope you will go along with my theory - he deserves a hearing
after such a bad press,surely ? Fred Stedman-jones,
: 'The High Kings' Joy Chant (1983) .
2bile 'gge Is;:nd og!%he Mighty' John Arden & Harga{etta

: D Am
"Tricedd mys Prydein) pache} Brogwich (Q97)

N

Where was vour place 1n the meetings of the war-iords?

I sat at Arthur's right hand. [ was his sister's son, his nearest
kinsman.

The triocedd tell of three Kingly warriors who were 30 mild and pure
it was difficult for anyone to refuse their wishes. You were one?
So it is written in the annals of our people.

The king trusted you and raised you above all others?

My task was to guard the Blessed Isles when the king was absent
from the land.

When was that?

When he led the expedition into Ireland to hunt the fearsome boar
Trwch Trwyth.

You ruled over Prydein and protected the gqueen?

I did. for he would give the care of the land to no other.

What thought you of Queen Gwenwyvar?

There are no words to tell of her beauty and her gentleness.
You,loved her?

From the first, but I kept my love secret from her and from atll
others.

Your wife Gwenyvach was her younger sister? Who was their father?
They were the daughters of Ogran Gawr the giant.

And had the attributes of such parenthood., no doubt: beauty, courage
and great resourcefulness.

After the king's return the gqueen was abducted by Meiwas. Prince of
the Summer Countrvy? .

And Lord of Annwin. he who leads the Wild Hunt along the Dragon
Lines.

Where wag she taken?

To the Tor of Ynys Witrin, the Islie of Glass. where she was led by
the Sacred Spiral into the Hollow Hill.

Why was thig?

. So that she might be instructed by Morgan and her nine priestesses

of the Cauldron of Inspiration.

What did she learn from them?

That she was a daughter of Branwen: that there is always one woman
who is heiress to the Throne and Crown of Branwen.

Explain this mystery. Was not Arthur the true king?

He had betrayed her Sovereignty: the health of the land was in
jeopardy: she must become the Bright Mother.

How had Arthur betrayed the land?

When he dug up the Illustrious Head of Bran the Blessed from the
White Mound in Llundain. Bran was our protector from foreign
invaders.

Why did Arthur do this?

He shunned a sharer in his glory. He boasted his valour alone should
guard the land.

Was not that his duty?

The Dragon Banner must be carried by one chosen by the Daughter of
Branwen. She awaits the rightful king. who will guard the land in
the name of Bran. Then will -she bear the successor.

Had the queen children then? ,

No. Myrddin warned Arthur not to marry the giant's daughter. and
told him he would never be loved by any woman.

Did Arthur keep tryst with other women?

He had many concubines: Garwen., Gwyll and Indeg among them.

Did he have children by them?

Yes: Anir, Llacheu. Cydfan. Archfedd. Celtic lords and ladies might
take lovers, but it was the king's duty to sire his successor.
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Was there not a tale told of Anir? )

It was the greatest sin of the king's life. He slew his son by his
own hand. )
This 18 a dark tale. Do you not lie about Arthur?. .
The Saints told of his spite and petty tyranny. Gildas says he cou
brook no op2051t10n. )

But surely these are lies?

Saxon and Gallic writers have told lying fables of Arthur. the
Cymry remember the truth. . ) .

Perhaps so. What did he do to find his queen? )
The king came to the Isle of Glass to besiege it with his host.
Was there battle given?

No. She was escorted to him safely by the Abbot of Avalon.

[t is told that when they met your wife Gwenyvach struck her siste
a blow on the lips and this was reckoned one of the Fatal Slaps of
the Island of the Blessed.

By her woman's instinct she Knew the queen had chosen me as her
champion: she saw it in her sister's evyes. .

You and Gwenwyvar became secret lovers from that time?

She told me of her mission: from her flowed ail good for the land:
in her lay the true Sovereignty. ’

Her name means 'White Shadow': she was a shape-shifter who lured
ou into the marshes of self—deceit?

hold your question in contempt.

Let us move on then. You and the gqueen sought how best you might
gnsure a true succegsgion?

es.

Why did the queen choose you., Lord Medrawd? Were you not a man of
flawiess honour, a great champion and King Arthur's friend?

Among our people Kings are chosen from the Royal Family by descent
from the womb. Arthur had no legitimate son to succeed him; I was
his sister's son., his true heir.

I think you sought the Dragon Banner for your own ends. Lord
ggdrawg. I repeat: what right did you have to seek to usurp the

rone?

I tell you. for the last time: I was chosen as Fortune's instrumen

to replace the impotent King whose queen was charged to restore th

Lordship of Bran the Blessed. No more of this!

As you wish. Eventually. word came that the rule of Rome had falle
50 an unworthy man: to one Lucius? ’ ’

es.
What happened then?
The king resoived to deliver Rome and rule there for himself. He
raised the hosts in preparation.
And what of you? Did you join Arthur in this venture?

I was appointed Regent., as before. He declared me ruler of the
Islands and put the gqueen under protection.

How fortunate for you both! In other words. he set the fox to watc

the geese?

Arthur was away for a 1ong time. He fought many successful battles
%n Gaul and further afield?

es.
Was your rule peaceful, Lord Medrawd, or was there strife and
digcord?
The trioedd tell of that time. as well you know.

Perhaps you would remind us - unless., of course, your modesty
prevents you. [ have a copy here:; would you read it to the court?
'With Arthur was war and strife; all was peace with Medrawd: with
Medrawd was great joy.' -

It seems you won the hearts of the people. I wonder how?

Have you played the gaming board gwydd bwyl, Lord Medrawd?

Yes, why do you ask?

Of all the pieces on the board. the queen is the only one who can

?ove én 3ny direction. Were you the pawn of the queen's will,
wonder?
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Did you have any children by the queen?

Yes. .
So the succession was assured! Then word came to Arthur: 'You are a

cuckold!' Could it have been your rorsaken wife Gwenyvach who

Sent messengers secgetlg._do you think?

1t might have been her doing.

But bgfore the king returned. Gwenwyvar devised a plan to make
herself seem an unwilling accomplice of your union. After she had
rejoined the king you were to raid his court at Celliwic? o
Yes. To make it seem she came to me without blame I went to Celliwic
and dragged her from the throne. struck her a blow and carried her
away .

Youycaused great ruin in Arthur's court?

it was.one of the Costly Ravagings of the I[sland.

Did Arthur retaliate? ] ) o
He destroyed my hall at Tremodret in Roche. and killed every living
thing, both man and heast.

How did the queen weaken Arthur's power when she came to you?

She brought me an oid sword in a pigskin sheath. It was Caledfwlch.
The invincible weapon of King Arthur? ) )

She-.said it was mine by right. as High King of the Blessed Isle.
Then began a time of civil war. You raised a host against the king?
The princes and chieftains were divided in their loyalties.

Briton kKilled Briton: law was forgotten: Arthur's son Llacheu was
slain when your host was driven to the west.

To the crooked valiey of Camlan.

How did the final battle come about? ) .

There were nine who plotted at Nanywynan. They bribed fickle
subjects and Saxon mercenarilies.

Who was involved in this .. plot? )

Among them were Gwynn the Irascibie. Alan Fyrgan. Gwrgli Garlwydd.
Eiddilic the Dwarf and Iddawc, son of Cordav.

" They conspired against Arthur?

And against me! We were reluctant enemies.
Why then did the battle start? . :
Iddawc the Agitator conveyed m{ words as lies to Arthur. and gentle
words of peace were turned to harshness and defiance.
And so began the most grievous and futile battle of these Islands:
when Celt fought Celt. You killed your brother Gwalchmai?
He became a madman: he poured abuse upon me.
How did the battle end? . .
Arthur pierced me with his spear Rhongomiant, and-I gashed open his
head with Caledfwich. )
What of the queen and your children?
I told her to escape with them to Ireland. She disobeyed me. The
children were slain by Arthur's orders; it was his last command.
The queen fled to Caerieon and took the veil.
How were your bodies taken from the field? .
The Lady Morgan. Queen of Shadows, took us to our rest across the
waters. Barinth was the sSteersman, he had knowledge of the seas and
stars of heavern.
What do you mean?
Qur bodies were buried in the Isle of Avalon: our spirits were taken
through the spirals of time to the Silver Wheel of Arianrhod.
But you were buried with Arthur in Avalon?
I was buried with the queen. It was my right as defender of the
Blessed Isles. .
There were three bodies in the grave? This is not what we were told

Gerald the Welshman.

e story was changed. false tales of tr@acherz were sung of me.
The White Monks of Margam in their chronicies told the truth.
Then Arthur and Gwenwyvar were reburied in the Abbey choir?
Yes. His head, like Bran's, was taken from its place: so was
Arthur's guardianship broken too.
Were your bones not moved as well?
Concealed until Domesday is the grave of Medrawd.
Where dwell your spirits now? ) o
We three are held in the iron hand of time in Caer Sidi. There the
Lords of Summer and Winter renew their combat each year at the
Calends of May until the day of Judgement. The winner on that day
shall reign forever with his Queen. .
But. if Arthur Pendragon is to return as Once and Future King .?
Let Britain watch for me!




CAMIAM #5He ZODIAC
%2 ARY GAINE

I was delighted bhy Ivor 3nook's carefully-reasoned article.
‘Camlam - Where Was it Fought?': delighted becauge although his
Arthurian stance seems to be historical and milne mythological. our
opinions on the Camlam site coincide. As a Glastonbury Zodiac
butff myself it was satisfying to read-that” Arthur's last battle
was fought Detween the Brue and Alham rivers. ror fthesge are or
Scorpio - the Zodiac's sign »f death and new bheginnings. [t is
also the =2ffigy assigned to Mordred by Mrs. Maltwood 1n her Rounc
Taple correspondence between the signs and Arthur's knights. Is 1t
coincidence merely that the road crossing ~he Alham near Ditcheart
is marked 'Arthur‘'s Bridge'? Or does this enshrine a local memory
of the =avent?

The little Alham river is a tributary of the Brue. Put like thies
it reminds one irresistibly of 'Tribruit’ - one of Arthur s 1:
pattles in Nennius' list. True it was not nis last battle. whicr
was Badon: but 1f Tribruit 1s 2 portmanteau-word for this sSite 1t
would bDe in series with many such names in Arthurian litsrature.
(Of course. Zodiac cranks like me do not regard these 12 battles
as primarily nhistorical - more as the 12 Zodiacal sides of himself
which Arthur. as an archetypal 1inltiacte in the Mysteries. has to
confront and overcome. But that.is another story.)

The Brue—and-tributary sSite also makes good sense of Cadbury
Castle as Arthur’'s stronghold nearby: a thought that must make all
good Pendragons glow.

But even 1f the Battle of Camlam took place on Salisbury Plain,
as Malory and others imply. the river Brue which rises and [lows
west from that plateau would be the natural way to ferry the dying
Arthur into Avalon. Which brings a poetic image before one’s3
eyes: for 1f. as I believe. the original Arthur was Sagittarius.
the dying sun of December. he 1s sending a last shaft of sunlight
from Stonehenge (that great sun—clock) westward down the nave of
Glastonbury Abbey to alight on his very grave. The two ancient
sun-clocks. Stonehenge and the Glastonbury Zodiac. are thus
connected at sunset, and Arthur ig ‘connected in ancient tradition
with both.

Mordad is the Arabic word for November. Scorpio's death-month.
Mrs. Maltwood tells us: Mordred (almost the same word. with death
connotations) was ostensibly the son of King Lot of the Lothians -
3o it is intriguing to find the place—name Lottisham (Lot'3 Ham)
on Scorpio. Lot means Light, like Lludd and Lugh and Leo, so
Mordred., whether he is Arthur's son by incest or the unsuspecting
Lot's. represents the new sun who. before he can succeed his
father. must kill him. Only this way: 1t sSeems To me., can we
account for Arthur granting this villain the whole kingdom after
hig death.

Mordred. like Arthur. is thus an archetypal figure of sun—-myth.

20

re thg sun—-Xing 1s always killed by a near-relative. neohew
or brother, and mourned by the triple goddess. (See rhe'mytﬁ
Jsiris. whose tale parallels Arthur's in so many resnecés )
he whole drama 1is displayed in the Glastonbury :odlac..which
> accounts for the recurring theme orf incest (as in the Oedipus
=nd). also_ sun-myth (berore Freud obscured the rfact for us)
in the qulac there is only one remale figure. Virgo, who haé
>lay all feminine parts in the human drama and is at once wirfe
ter. lover and mother to the doomed sun-king. ‘
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KNIGHTS OF THE BATH

In the lagt edition it was reported that B !
i urke's Peera
gr._ gargld Brooks-Baker claims that King Arthur's Roundg%ange€§
sgr1?4 eneath slag waste on the banks of the Carron River near
3 irling. He refers to 'stone sections' buried on land owned by
hlggg.}nglho§s¢?olghbath manufacturers.
T ly Mail'’ rew further light on this matter i

%989. quoting a Mr, McKerracher. a Fellow of thelgocéggssgf
rgg;g:gﬁla?:toofthzcotégnd.t wﬁg ?qs just completed five years'

3 ect. i 1
Soots Magazine ' and refgr 5 is findings appear in the venerable

i, Arthur's son Smervie Mhor, who founded the Clan MacArthur.

ii. A mistranslation of 'la reonde table’' which rea

ktabled ro;unda'.‘ This would have Dbeen a domed1;¥ru§zggg
<nown as Arthur's O'on' - twenty feet high and twenty feet
in diameter, built from sandstone. It would have had a
circular top opening and an arched doorway on the east side.

1ii, This meeting place for the Celtic chieftai i
twelve foremost warriors was demolished in 1743. Th;ns?gg g;g
now been covered by slag waste and reinforced concrete.

iv, Archaeologists are seeking permission t

site. which is situated beneath th 2 CEEaYeeo: a0
Adam Street. Stenhousemuir. e garden of Mr. Scott of 40

The Dbemused Mr. Scott i i '
e emused e CoLt, 8 quoted as saying, 'Perhaps the council

[Fred Stedman-Jones, with thanks to Mark Cooper for the cutting.]
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The BarTLe of carmLam:
ARTNURS LAST Journey

— BY IVOR SNOOK —

When the Dbattle ended King Arthur lay grievously wounded on the
pattlerfield. The romantic accounts say that he was attended by his
knights Sir Bedivere and Sir Lucan. and that a barge or boat
appeared containing many ladies. including three queens in whict
he was borne away to Avalon. A .

Geoffrey of Monmouth in his 'History of the Kings of Britain’
(1136) says only that Arthur himself was mortally wounded: anc
being carried thence to the Isle of Avallon to be cured of his
wounds, he gave up the Crown of Britain to his kinsman Constantine
... '. Wace in his ‘'Roman de Brut' (1155) has 'Arthur himself was
wounded ... to the death. He caused him to be borne to Avalon for
the searching of his hurts'. Layamon in 'Brut' (cl190) record:s
that of the Britons there remained only Arthur and two of hicg
knightg. that Arthur lay upon the ground and from thence gave over
his kingdom to Constantine., telling him 'And I will fare to

Avalun ... to Argante the queen ... and she shall make my wounds
all sound ... Even with the words there approached from the sea
that was a short boat. floating with the waves, and two women
therein ... and they took Arthur anon ... and forth they gan
depart’ .

It was the continental authors of the 'Matter of Britain' romances
who embellished Layamon's account still rfurther. The two knights
become Bedivere and Lucan. the story of Bedivere casting away
Excalibur is introduced, Argante is replaced by Morgain, the boat
contains not two ladies but three queens — Morgan le Fay. the
Queen of Northgales. and the Queen of the Wastelands. We are given
no information about how these gqueens gathered together ., or
obtained the barge., or how they knew that their services would be
required, or how they managed to be at the appropriate place at
the right time. ,

The romances generally consider the battle to have been fought
on the Camel in Cornwall., and we must suppose that the barge,
therefore came into the estuary of the Camel. But the romances
gpeak of Mordred bringing his army. from Southampton to the Camel
in a large fleet of ships. and then sending for reinforcements
from Ireland, Scotland and Saxland. One would imagine therefore
that there would be many ships in that estuary and at that t;me
preparing for a hurried departure, and with thousands of fleeing
goldiers struggling to get on board. The simple account of ‘a
short boat approaching from the sea, floating with the waves, and
two women therein ... and they took Arthur away ...' seems
somewhat lacking in detail. We do not know exactly what 'a short
boat' might be, but there is no mention of oar or sails, nor of
sailors to row or sail it, But whatever the boat was it i3 now
supposed to make a journey of some 100 miles up the Bristol
Channel., surely too long and uncomfortable a journey for a dying
man?
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There 1s one of the 'Yulgate cycle of the romances which merits
attention. In this <Camlam takes place on a down near Salisbury.
and a barge waits on the sea (presumably in the Southampton area).
[t 1is a knight called Giflet- who «carries Archur from the
battlefield to the barge, where he does not arrive until next
morning, Dy which time Arthur is apparently dead. The barge takes
Arthur's body to an unknown location called the 'Noire Chapetlle’
where he was buried. It would appear that the author had more than
one account of the events which he tried to combine into one. He
must have had a rerference to the 'down near 3Salisbury' which he
believed to be correct. and he also had some reference to Giflet
as the Xknight who attended to the wounded Arthur and carried him
to the barge. This is very interesting because Sir Bedivere. who
18 said in practically every other account to have been the one to
attend the wounded Arthur, according to Geoffrey of Monmouth was
kKilled on the continent long before Arthur returned to Britain,
and therefore he could not have been at Camlam. Could it be that
the ‘'down near Salisbury' and 'Giflet' were rfound in a true
account of Camlam and its arftermath? If so the 'Noire Chapelle’
may also be a true location. but I would conjecture that having
got Arthur on a barge in the English Channel the writer realised
that it was not possible to get him from thence to Glastonbury.
and made use of. or invented, the Noire Chapelle location.

I now turn to Sir Thomas Malory's 'Le Morte d'Arthur’'. written
about 1469. nearly 300 years later than the continental romances.
Here we have the story of the wounded king lying swooning upon the
ground, attended by his two knights Sir Bedivere and Sir Lucan.
After the death of the latter who i3 sSeriously wounded and
overstrains himself helping Bedivere to lift up the king, Arthur
instructs Bedivere to cast his sword into the mere. Next Bedivere
'took Arthur upon his back and so went with him to that waterside.
And when they were at the waterside, even fast by the bank hoved
a little barge with many fair ladies in it. and among them all was
a gueen ... ‘now put me in the barge' said the king. and so he
did sorftly: and there received him three queens ... and then that
queen said 'Ah my dear brother., why have ye tarried so long from
me? Alas this wound on your head hath caught overmuch cold' .

We cannot be certain what was meant by the word 'barge’'. but
Malory calls it a 'little barge’ and Layamon says it was a 'short
boat'. Evidentally whatever kind of vessel it was it-was quite a
small one. Looking back to an earlier part of Malory's work we
notice that after the Fair Maid of Astolat died for love of
Lancelot her body was put into a 'barget’' which floated down the
Thames. and 'a man steered the barget into Westminster. and there
he rowed a great while to and fro ‘. 'Barget' can hardly mean
anything other than 'a little barge'. and that particular one was
obviously a river vessel and could be rowed by one man. Malory's
‘little Dbarge' appears to have been of a similar type, for it
‘hoved by the bank', which suggests that it was on a river., and it
could be rowed, for at the end 'And so then they rowed from the
land., and Sir Bedivere beheld all those ladies go from him'.

I have elsewhere attempted to'show that the battle of Camlam
probably took place on the moors to the north of Cadbury Castle.
Arthur assembled his army on the river Cam. and during the battle
Mordred's army was gradually forced back as far as the river Brue,
where a furious engagement took place in which Arthur was
mortally wounded, and the remnants of Mordred's men finally
escaped across the river Alham. Thus we had the 'battle from the
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Cam to the ‘Alham' which degenerated from Cam/Alham into Cam
<emeien. =tc. and finally to Camiam. ]
This conception matches very well Malory's account or
happened. Perhaps the first point is that 1t may indicate who
iadies and queen{(s) 1in the barge actually were. Malory_§g
tittle uncertain of the number of queens :n the barge for Iir
says that there were many fair ladies with a queen among
then that Arthur was recelved by three Jqueens, then that
queen’' calls Arthur ‘'dear brother'. So We may conjecture
there was only one queen., or that if more then 'that queen’

the senior.

I would suggest that the queens came rfrom Cadbury Castle.,
they had been awaiting the result of the battle. When Lfhe b
was over. and perhaps having received some report Or th
result, a party went out to find Arthur. Cadbury Castle
stronghold of Cador. and there could be at least two queens
who might «call Arthur ‘'dear brother'. Cador's wife was
half-sister by marriage to Arthur -and would have been one of
The other could have been Morgan le Fay who was daughter to
and half-sister to Arthur. She may have been at Cadbury by ci
or perhaps for sarety. She 13 the most likely one for she
also Queen of Avalon. and she ig the one most frequently namec
the Queen 1in the barge. The other named queens are the Quet
North Wales . and the Queen of the Wastelands: neither of
seem to have had any Kkinship with Arthur. and Were proi
introduced becausge of their somewhat romantic titles.

When the queen(s) and ladies found where Arthur was lying
obtained a river boat (perhaps with local knowledge they
where to find it) and brought it to the bank of the Brue ne:
where Arthur was lying. and persuaded Bedivere to carry Arthw
it. Perhaps it was at the instigation of Morgan. wWho ¢
guarantee medical help at Avalon. that they decided to c¢
Arthur there. Their destination appears to have Dbeen ac¢
between them. for both Malory and Layamon indicate that A
himself knew what they intended. One cannot know how far it
down the Brue to Avalon in those days. but it could not have
more than ftwenty miles: 1t was downstream all the way.
doubtless they would have received .help from people along
banks as soon as they were away from the battle area. It
rather desperate project, vyet not entirely hopeless. and ir
cage perhaps the only course they couid take.

Nearly all the accounts say. or 3uggest. that Arthur acti
reached Avalon. and statements that attempts at healing
unsuccessful suggegst that he was alive when he reached tt
Perhaps the most informative statement is that found in a marg
note to William of Malmesbury's 'Antiquities of Glastont
wnich says that 'Arthur's body was borne to the Isle of Avall
(now called Glastonbury) by a certain noble dame, a relatis
his., called Morganis: and when he afterwards died he was burie
the said cemetery by her means'.
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St Ann's. Nottingham. NG3 3LF. Cost £5.00
for 4 issues.

CS05S (pronounced CS0SS).

Journal of the Chipping Sodbury
Octogenarian Surfboard Society. Articles
include 'Knit Yourself a Drystone Wall’',
‘Sheepdog Trials in the Tibetan Navy',
and ‘Rein—chrysanthemum, the DIY version
1of Rein—carnation. Editor, Deirdre. 4
issues per millennium to coincide with
the orbital time of Pluto, god of' the Two
{Worlds:; Nether—- and Disney-.










