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The magnetic scoop o f the Bussard ramjet funnels interstellar gas 
into the reactor system and the fusion motors accelerate the 
spacecraft towards light-speed. Destination - a point in space 
where Earth once was Familiar star-patterns writhe and change 
colour as velocity increases, until V equals C in the Lorentz 
Transformation, the tardon-tachyon interface is breached and the 
ship moves back in time ... Then, at a critical point, superfast 
Josephson junction computers calculate the final exact map coor­
dinates a nd cut the ramjet . Speed drops dramatically and the 
nuclear pulse rockets ease Timeship Questor to a soft landing by 
the mist-girt golden towers of Camelot. Eureka! Right first time! 

And TI!AT'S the only way we're ever going to find out for certain 
where Arthur ' s capital was. 

In the meantime we ·can only conjecture, using what archae­
o logical and other evidence is available . This issue o f PENDRAGON 
introduces t he theme o f Cadbury , perhaps the most likely candidate 
for Camelot. The theme will continue - probably for the next two 
issues and further contributions on the subject are welcomed . 
Already in hand there is a piece on Iron Age hil lforts from Nick 
Grant and another on a century-old visit to Cadbury which first 
appeared in Atlantic Monthly (and for which we are indebted t o Dan 
Nastali of Kansas). Due to pressure o f space, some material will 
be delayed, or have to appear in two parts . Apologies t o the 
authors c oncerned : your pieces WILL be printed. 

Forthcoming features, already in the pipeline are book reviews 
by Simon Rouse, Chris Lovegrove and myself , two o nce-more-de l ayed 
articles o n our earlier theme 'What Arthur Means to Me' . by 
Charles Evans-Gunther and Nicola Stevenson, ' An American Poinc o f 
View' by Rosemary Longworth of Illinois and the third i nsta lment 
of Alby Stone's ' The Fisher King and Odin ' . Plus the regular 
features. And if that ' s not enough to make you tardy fol k who 
still owe their subs . jump to their cheque books, I don't know 
what is. What do you want, blood? 

The AGM this year will not be held in Tewkesbury as heretofore but 
in Bristol, home of the Pendragon Society for very many years. 
There's nostalgia for you! Kate Pollard has volunteered t o have it 
at her house in Totterdown and hopes members will totter down 
there in large numbers on Saturday September 28th. She had 
intended to fix up a visit to Cardiff on the Sunday but 
examination of their programme of local functions for that weekend 
has not proved inspiring. Nevertheless, she hopes to arrange 
something - perhaps in Bristol itself. 

Kate would like those wishing to attend to send an A5 size ' 9 x 
6) S.A.E. in plenty of time - the sooner the better - and she will 
let them have an information pack round about early August with 
maps, timetables . and details of B.& B. lodgings etc. etc. She will 
provide refreshments for the Saturday, so include a cheque, P.O. 
or what-have-you for £4.00, any surplus to be returned to members 
on the day. Kate's address is 21 Hill Street, Totterdown, Bristol, 
Avon BS3 4TW. In case of queries, phone her on (0272) 776744. 

Don't delay sending until you forget it; do it while it's :resh 
in your mind! In 1989 12 people attended the A.G.M.; in 1990 the 
number was 20. Let's make 1991 a bumper year for attendance: 
remember it ' s the only opportunity (at the moment) f or meeting 
other members and paying due homage to your illustrious o ffi s ers. 
Not to mention electing new ones if you're not satisfied with us. 

But now I've detained you for long enough . Read on ... 

3 



Introcl.Ltction 

Ag P~ ag o a Pendragon member a sked f or some behind-the-scenes 
F~ nd rago n History to be written. Then at las t year's AGM I fo und 
:nvse l f vo l unteering to research t he coming of the Final Dig Re port 
o n 3outh Cadbury a nd the u ltimate resting p lace of its 'f inds'. 
The n. in the last issue o f PENDRAGON. I noticed tha t I wa s going 
to be 'writing a lengthy piece o n the Dig which took place there 
(Ce1dbury) in the '60s', for t his very issue . 

A sense o f urgency has been introduced. I can't write three 
article s and all these matters a re. in any case. interwoven. So 
here they are. rolled into an Omnibus Edition. Readers will have 
to to 'A for Arthur' to fit it into sequence a nd are 

Kate 

7 Feb ' 91 

Dear Alex. 

a nd read i t all in o ne go. It's called 

A SLtmmary Report 
by 

Pollard. & Ale= Schlesinger 

Chapter l A Letter-. 

The past is that Jess and I came to live in Bristol because i t 
was near Cadbury (for her) and a nice city ( for me) . But I can't 
remember how Pendragon transferred itself from Winchester to 
Bristol . You were o ne of the first that t urned up at Alma Road to 
check it out. Can you remember why/how? Did you bring along 
Rent-a-crowd? I remember the Cadbury Naughty Hole incident. Were 
there lots of trips up there? Didn't Frank organise stolen cars? 

Please can you fill in the Whys and Hows? I can busk the rest. 
It ' d only take a paragraph and ten minutes. 

Please could you do it in ink. NOT pencil. and keep the ash off 
it ? Please Alex. I've enclosed a SAE to make it EVEN EASIER. 

Love, Kate. 

Chapter- 2 A Reply. 

Dear Kate. 

I be t you didn't expect to hear from me again . Well I never could 
resist the offer o f free postage - · and a white envelope! 

Sorry to read about Leslie Alcock's stroke. God o nly knows. it 
makes me feel a bit o ld ... people going down with strokes and 
whatever . 

You as k about the early days o f the o le Pendragon in Bristol. It 
was all a very long time ago. Looking back now it really does 
seem l ike another age. Well. eve rything was ahead o f us in those 
days. I must have been sixteen just sixteen ! But less 
fashionable. 

In thos e days I was sort o f primus inter pares o f a small gang 
which used to meet in our cellar on a Friday night for beer and 
cider drinking, as well as the smoking of dreadful pipe tobaccos. 
Acquired tastes t hat I have been loath to relinquish although many 
have urged me to take such a step. I am not sure why my parents 
never suppressed this little gang. Perhaps they were too tolerant 
or. more likely. they had already given up. 

One o f the gang was Alan Male. One day in the Summer o f 1963. he 
told me o f an o ld lady who had moved into Alma Road. She wanted 
to start a society researching the Arthurian legends. Apparently 
she had met Alan's Dad who was warden of St.Mary's in Woodland 
Road. Jess had gone there one day - no doubt to say her prayers 
and make contact. 

I remember discussing with Alan whether we should see this ol d 
lady . I had my doubts. I i1ad v isions of a shrive! led o ld miss. 
with a voice to match. Alan thought it might at least provide an 
evening's entertainment. and as we had nothing better to do. we 
cyc led over to Alma Road. 

Basement flats had co nnotati o ns . even in those days. But we 
pushed the bell. and in due course heard the latch. I looked ahead 
c:xpecting to see tr,e top or my imagined little old lady's head. I 
wa s surprised and slightly disconcerted to realise that I was 
looking at the middle o f someone much taller. I looked u p - quite 
a long way. to see a face that was soon to be familiar. 

'Miss Foster?' 
'No, Mrs.Foster' came the reply with a chuckle. 
Quite c learly this was going to be an evening when nothing went 

to plan. 
Once inside. Jess apologised for having no beer. but she would 

make some coffee, and would we like a c iggie? 
As far as I was concerned. everything was now up for 

re-assessment. Jess talked about a King Arthur, setting him in his 
historic period, and making interesting comparisons with the 
present. 

I don't know what time we left Alma Road. It was well after 
midnight. and I took with me a copy of Ashe's King Arthur's 
Avalon. I read most o f it in bed and was then unable to sleep for 
the rest o f the night. 

Within a week I had got most o f the gang round to see Jess. Alan 
Male was as much in favour as I to form some kind of group . I 
can't remember the names of everyone involved. But there were 
Monty Darling, Will. Rog Webster. Dave Gorringe. a couple o f 
school friends from Keynsham. and. after September. a couple of 
teachers from my new school at Henbury. 

We called ourselves a Society. rather than a Field Club. (Jess,'s 
other suggestion). I think the choice was in deference to my own 
pomposity which was already in full flower. 

The first Field Trip of any sort was a walk across to the Avon 
Gorge. to look at the Hill Forts. I remember little of that event 
except seeing a group of five or six wrens squabbling in a bush 
a.n -=ve nt soon supplemented by a row between myself a nd Gringe. · I 
think concerning the turn-ups in_ his jeans - features which I 
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thought incongruous. 
Planning the first trip to Cadbury proved more difficult. 

transport being the main problem. Fortunately Frank and his friend 
had access to a supply of cars we never asked too many 
questions on this. Pete's father dealt in second-hand cars which 
was a ll we wanted to know. At that time several members had 
motor-bikes . So we would travel through Somerset in two or three 
large c ars. with outriders on bikes. 

We became friendly with the landlord of the Red Lion at 
S .Cadbury, one Basil Karslake, ex-Indian Army. Did a map of the 
hill and sat us all down for a briefing, with Basil pointing out 
the salient features with his duty cane. Jess found it easy to 
preside in such a world. and we were endlessly fascinated by it. 

The Naughty Hole got dug at about this time. [To explain - a 
naughty hole is what you dig when you are sixteen. you haven't yet 
done your 'A ' levels. know little of archaeology and have been 
rebuffed by archaeologists; Leslie Grinsell publically referred to 
Jess as ' Mrs. Dragon', which greatly amused her. It doesn't 
happen again, in Pendragon history , honest Guv. Kate] . It happened 
like this. Jess made contact with some old dear, (actually a 
learned lady) whose name now eludes me. She had walked Cadbury for 
many years and had picked up loads of pottery.These we showed to 
Dr . Ralegh Radford who had dug at Glastonbury and Tintagel. Having 
at first been reluctant to meet us, he changed his mind when he 
saw the pot sherds which included pottery of the fifth-sixth 
centuries - Tintagel wares. However, try as we would. we could not 
interest the archaeological world in a dig there . 

Meanwhile Basil Karslake had 
been looking around on the 
hilltop and had noticed a nat­
ural ridge. an area o f exposed 
vertica l rock, and something 
leading in underneath it. What 
emerged was the natural hard 
rock of the hi 11 ( blue I ias'?l 
overlying a soft sandstone. We 
dug some way in, but didn't find 
anything. The whole exercise 
was carried out on a Sunday 
afternoon. but news of the event 
spread like wildfire. I think 
it was the local press that got 
hold o f i t. The result was Much 
Trouble. But shortly afterwards. 
Ralegh Radford founded the 
Camelot Research Committee in 
,,. bout 1965, with Mortimer 
Wheeler -:J.s Chairman. This is 
really where Leslie Alcock ent­
ers the story. Professor Atkin-
son of Cardiff was on the Comm-
ittee. a.nd he nominated him sec- Sir Nortimer Wheeler 
o nd in command to direct the 
Dig. 

Needless to say, I never attended one of these august meetings. 
Jess would go up to London o nce in every-so-often and attend these 
sessions at Burlington House . I think Jess had a great admirati o n 
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fo r Wheeler: t hey had both been fo rmed in t he same Anglo-Indian 
hothouse. Appa r e ntly the se meetings would begin when Wheeler took 
his sea t. He wou ld bark his instructions a t i ndi v idual members o f 
the assembled camp and then wa lk out. his departure marking the 
e nd o f the meeting. One can i magine Je ss laughing through he r 
roll-up during t he t rain Journey home. 

Beside t he ' Dig' a spect o f Pendragon. there was a whole social 
side which helped bo nd everybody wonderfully. New members 
a ppeared, i.e. the Turners, Chris Lovegrove, Pat Wynne-Jones, 
Keynsham an East Bristol contingent and others. Julie Weaver. a 
Mr.Parsley who bowed out with a heart attack. Majors Hinton, 
Harding and Woodhead. Admiral Kirk. Count Tolstoy came in later . 
Etc. 

We exp l ored much o f South Somerset a t that t ime, learning to read 
the la ndscape i n a new way. Geoffrey Ashe was somewhat remote but 
t urned up a t AGMs and important ' dos' . 

I suppose the first Di g was the high point in the early years o f 
t he Society. We were all very aware o f s tarting something which 
would soon build u p a far greater momentum o f its own than we 
could ever g i v e it by pushing it from b ehind. Many of us 
volunteered fo r t he Dig. We were put up at Ch ilton Cantello House 
School, where we s lept i n hard little beds set with mattresses 
shaped by generations o f small boys. The more professional diggers 
treated us with polite disdain. In 1967 the concept o f 
'a lternati ve a rchaeol ogy ' had taken hold a nd was being resisted by 
orthodoxy. Perhaps the day o f t he letter ' A' best i llustrates t he 
point. 

On t he Dig t here was a s ort 
o f unwritten rule tha t :10- one 
s hould mention Arthur. 'Br onze 
Age'. 'Iron Age', ' Mediaeval 
e ra '. yes: 'Dark Age' no. 
Anyway, ,Jne s unny c1 fternoon. 
J ess sa~ , n Trench Band t urned 
up a g ilt bronze letter ' A'. 

Contrary to press reports a t 
the time. neither she nor 
anyone else 'headily pr oclaimed 
- A for Arthur'. What actually 
happened was that she c huckled 
slightly, t urned to the person 
next to her. pointed to it 

-E:7-
with her trowel and said quite 
quietly, ' 'A' for Arthur' The 
c1wful silence which followed 
spread across the hill to the 
other trenches within moments. 
Lunch was taken in a s ilence 
suggestive of a r ecent death. 
This. of course. was too much 
for Jess, a nd she did leave the 
tent for a characteristically 
semi - private laugh that was heard in Wincanton. I, for my part , 
spent a fe w moments in the bushes. and uverheard a high- level 
conversation which evidenced the embarrassment of the finding o f 
the letter 'A ' by the digger in question. The conversation 
stopped when my proximity was revealed by the sound o f my falling 
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,ve r backwards i nto the undergrowt h - conversants a nd eavesdrop­
pe r s all having their own d iffi cultie s . 

Despi t e t he lack o f humour, t he heat o f t he a fternoon mellowed 
th e s i tuation. a nd by evening at Chilton Cantell a . some bottles of 
c hampagne had emerged. This wa s dished up at d inner a nd to our 
co llective s urprise . Leslie Alcock go t up a nd proposed a toast to 
t he people 'without whom this d ig would not have taken place 
the Pendragon Society.' We had. so to speak, come o f age. 

Oddly e nough . and despite our urging , Leslie Alcock decided 
against digging near the Naughty Hole. t he p lace f rom which the 
Dig had been born. To us it seemed a productive p lace. It a bounded 
i n l ege nds o f tunnels a nd t he 'Holl ow Hill' . 

The Cattle Hill Dig c ame later - in 1970 / 71. I don't k now how we 
g o t i nvolved i n t hat o ne . I s uspect Terry Staples might have been 
t he l ink man . 

But ~fte r Cadbury t he Socie t y became more academic. I s uppose we 
we r e ol der and g raver . John Michell and o thers lia ised with the 
Society t hen a nd brought a bout its mystical era. The research we 
did was i nteresting and important but never again were t he threads 
pulled together so e ffe ct i v ely a s t hey were i n that first year at 
S. Cadbury. 

Act ual ly I've e n joyed writing t his. It's given me t he o pportunity 
to r emember t hings and people a lmost fo rgo tten. 

Love . Alex . 

Cha.pte:r 3. Times1-ip. 

As i n all early history. t he end o f Alex's account suffers from a 
b it o f t imeslip post-Cadbury . The Pendragon Society a ctually split 
i n two a t the e nd o f the Cattle Hill Dig. This is be cause whilst 
the Socie ty had been digging a t Cadbury. it had been j oined by 
John Michell in particular , and vi sited by the e ra o f 'a lternati ve 
~rchaeol ogy· i n general . as Alex wrote. So by the t ime t he Cattle 
Hill Dig drew to a c l ose, two facti o ns had appeared i n t he 
Soc iety which decided. fairly amicably, to go t heir own way . One 
was the a rchaeology faction which went off to pursue the Cattle 
Hill f indings. More o f both t hese factions presently. after I've 
insinuated myself into this story. 

I should explain that although I lived in Pendragon HQ on and 
o ff throughout this period I had had nothing to do with the 
Soc iety , except for the irritation of having to compete with i t 
for t he bathroom. This was because in my late teens and early 
twenties I was immersed for 5 years o f Art School, and Art 
s tudents are concerned with the i mmediate application o f Now, and 
not a t a ll with Then - unless it is the ' then' o f Art History, o f 
course . I was also training to teach. and then t eaching teenagers. 
s o was not about to join what I considered to be a Youth Club 
with extremely strange activities . I was also e ntering, and all 
too quickly ex iting, from a marriage that couldn ' t handle my Art 
background, let alone the family archaeology . Later. having 
re turned t o Bristol and recuperating i n a flat with another young 
woman . I o ne day a nswered e nraged t hunderings o n t he door to admit 
a n apopl ect ic Alex who was apparently o n a mission to recover 
some long-overdue books from Will. Will turned out to be t he 
prev ious lessee who had done a flit leaving o ther overdue matters 
behind. I had walked right into the t rap. It was a Pendragon Flat. 
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When Alex had rid himself o f t he idea that I wa s i n t he plot. he 
brought everyone e l se round a nd I r ea lised I was doomed to be 
forever haunted by t he Soc iety . The age g ap between the average 
Pendragon member and me was a bout 8 o r 9 y ears . That a.ge gap wa s 
s hed in due course on a ·Carma r the n h illside. I can 't really 
explain t his phenomenon. but a nyway t hat' s how it was. 

I had missed out o n Cadbury. But I had played a past role in a 
s ignifi cant incident to do wit h a r uined chapel. It was the r uined 
c hapel in the woods near t he r i ver . which provided t he Soc iety's 
first task. and I'm referri ng here to the Soc iety as it existed in 
t he Winchester days. Des pite t he a ssert ion i n ' A for Arthur' a s 
to the di scoverer o f the chapel, it was actually me. whilst out on 
a d rawing t rip - one o f my drawings o f it i s in 'A for Arthur '. 
There was a yet-to- be-discovered c hapel , Llanellen, t hat was to 
hold a f uture r ole for me. 

Autobiogra phical details now complete, we return to the Society 
s plit. Group 1 contained archaeologists . The second group was what 
I may perhaps ca ll t he Geomantic fence-sitting group. The l atter, 
o f which I was a part, had wonderful camping holidays in order to 
s urvey standing s tone alignments, Bronze Age burial mounds , and 
field systems, (real) - ley lines and landscape z odiacs (alleged) . 
We did not make a lot o f progress with the l atter, but other 
members liaised with John Michell and helped to surv ey t he Old 
Stones o f Lands End. Whilst in Wales we did accumulate useful 
knowledge on landscape patterns and Welsh Saints. Even more 
importantly , we learnt survival techniques appropriate to Welsh 
hillsides which · are alterately scorched by fierce sun . populated 
by particularly vi cious stinging insects a nd sheep .dogs, and 
drenched by flash floods. We encouraged ourselves with the thought 
t hat the Welsh Saints had also had to become proficient in 
re spect o f t hese. 
At a bout t hat t ime a nother myth in t he making - a n o ld church site 
i n Wales, purchased as t he result o f a dream, and containing a n 
'o ld, o ld secret ' was brought to our notice a nd we were asked to 
go and look at it. Three and a half o f us. Alex. Roger. the 
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in f a nt Rupe r t. a nd I , packed t ents a nd went . As a re su lt o f t ha t 
v 1s 1t which coincided with the usual e lectric s t orms , f reak 
f loods e tc. t he Dig at Ll a ne len was begun in 1973 i n a l te rnati ng 
de s e r t s un a nd hurricane / flash-fl ooding conditi ons. During t he 
co ur s e ot t hat Dig we became, as Alex says, more a cademic 
ours e l ves and were joined by other people from t he world o f 
Ac ademe. That Dig ended i n 1985 and history r epeat e d i tse l f a s 
a no ther f actional split occurred to enable the final r eport o n 
t ha t d ig t o be written. It is currentl y going well . and we' 11 let 
you know when there's a final report . 

Chapter- 4 
Mean~hile, back at the Camp. 

Nc,w we go back to Cadbury . ' A for Arthur' ends around the time we 
st a r ted getting soaked, f ried and b itten at Llanelen so we now 
i ns t e a d J ump ahead to the 'Mysteries' editi on of Pendragon , 1980. 
whe n we r ecorded a return to Cadbury on business. 

Explaining the background to t his necessitates picking up t wo 
past s trands . You may remember Pendragon ' s earlier interest in t he 
f a b l ed c ave under Cadbury . This is the f irst strand . The second 
1s t he i mportance assumed by the ' banjo' which found its wav on t o 
the Cadbury Dig with a Mark Howell , a geophysical consultant from 
Bristol. This instrument, was what is vulgarl y called a metal 
de t e c t o r . a nd was so named because o f i ts shape . It pr oved to be 
c apable o f more vari e d a nd detail e d l ocation work t han even its 
d esigne r . Mr . Howell. thought pos sible, and was used in 
c onj unc t ion with other surveys to do much useful work in Cadbury 's 
i nte r ior a rea in locating p its and postholes under Leslie 
Al c ock's d irection . It impressed itself on every one's minds , 
i ncluding Pendragon's. 

The t hird strand was provided by the appearance o f Co lin 
Brist ow. brother of Nick . Nick was then a n active Pendragon member 
who . a part from anything else, enabled us to buy our first o ffset 
printing machine and print Pendragon on it , subsequently paving 
t he way for the move to t he current A5 mag . Colin . o n t he other 
hand. i s a nd was a geological engineer who had developed a method 
o f de tecting underground (down to 30ft) air-filled cavities using 
a n instrument called a Telohm, by taking grid readings from it , 
a nd interpreting the collected data - A Superduper Banj o . 

During his lecture-stop at Bristol Uni versity , a party o f us 
we nt with him up to Cadbury. and spent a sunny afternoon working 
as a grid team near the area Pendragon had continually favoured 
f or investigation . Colin ' s Telohm amazingly turned out to be in 
appearance remarkably similar to a biscuit tin. Colin operated it. 
v arious members stood in as a grid, and the first generation 
Pe ndragon children flew kites. This test run resulted in Colin's 
writing in Pendragon that in his opinion a high resistance feature 
he had noted was 'best inte rpreted as a s hall ow a ir-filled 
cav ity' , i ts origin impossible to then d etermine, ' but c onsistent 
wi t h t he suggested location f or t he entrance to the gallery which 
has been pr oposed by the archaeologists o f the Pendragon Soci e t y. 
I t 1s possible that a cavity was excavated at a deeper l evel a nd 
h as then migrated upwards by progressive roof collapse . Further 
work in t his area is c learly justified' He t hen made suggesti ons 
a s to a possible programme. 
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Agonisingly f or us , howeve r , Co lin 's r eal work called him back 
overseas, s o he was unable t o t ake us a ny further with this 
pro j ect . We were left with a sensitive situation : the desire to 
c ontinue , with Cadbury 's owner ' s permission ; the need to acquire a 
Te lohm and carry out the grid survey ourselves, and t o find 
s omeone t o i nterpret i ts results . Moreover , to interest t he world 
o f Academe i n the project , without t heir thinking that we e xpected 
t o f ind the S l eeping King himself under the h ill . Our aims were 
directed towards possibly o pening up new archaeol ogical work, i n 
t he event that IF the alleged tunnel was a very old one , its 
original use as a storage area, o r indeed a nything else, might 
have left useful t races. 

Nick and Roger borrowed a Te l ohm from Bristol University, r an 
tests a nd t hen returned to Cadbury with Christine t o do s ome 
follow-up work. Alas, the probl ems became unsurmountable; t he 
Tel ohm had been r e-c alibrated by its l ast user ; t he t echnology 
invo lved both 1n s urv eying a nd i n interpretati o n was beyond us, or 
a t least beyond us gi v en the spare time we had available to 
f amiliarise oursel v es with a new t e chnology , which also requi r ed a 
computer pr ogramme to pr ocess t he gathered data. By this t ime 
Glyn Daniel had giv en us helpful a dvice , Subterranea Britanni c a 
was in contact, Mark Howell o f t he Banj o , and his c ompany, had 
o ffered help. a nd Lesl i e Alco ck h imself h ad c o~responded wi t h 
Colin . However we had t o ask oursel v es the quest i on - even 
supposing a s urvey o f t his s ort DID d isclose t he exact l ocation o f 
a tunnel r unning f rom A t o B. or whatever - what t hen ? Inserti ng 
a probe into t he h ill sounded l ike a pretty costly operation. Any 
e xcavati on would be ditto, would hav e t o deal with the probable 
collapse o f the l ast vestiges o f s aid t unnel, would be h ighl y 
dangerous. would t ake out half t he hillside, would .. . It was a ll 
unthinkable. 

However. t hat was all a long t ime ago. Those of us who were 
involved ha ve kept t he corners o f t hose pages turned d own a t t he 
edge, s o t o speak, because personnel. technology, time a nd 
opportunity can ultimatel y take a different t urn. 

Chapter- 5. 'A fo:r Agnosticism 

The preceding chapters have sketched in another view o f 
Pendragon's earlier days, including the Cadbury Dig, an overview 
o f subsequent events and some possibly unfinished business on 
Cadbury . The Llanelen Dig comprises another saga of its own which 
may be told some day if I ever have four years to spare . We have 
taken the measure o f recording the most pithy comments, plus t he 
ones which induced the most hysteria in the backs of the site 
books as a rough starting guide. 

We end with a brief summary intended to bring us up to date with 
Cadbury Came-lot . It ' s slightly patronising in tone, and I 
apologise for that, but some newer members researching Arthur from 
d ifferent a ngles may not be familiar with archaeology in general 
and Cadbury in particular. It's too short to be properly 
1nformat1ve a bout the Dig , but I' v e listed relevant papers below . 

_All of us who have an interest in archaeology and/or a past link 
with South Cadbury , await with interest the o utcome of Leslie 
Alcock's final report. Gi ven what is actually involved in writing 
a final report. I do see how one for a site o f Cadbury's status 
could take 21 years, plus! Also that it must h ave its period o f 
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,teve l o pmen t. because a r chaeology move s on .:i.11 t he time, .:i. nd 
~ i scover1es from other s ites c ause theories to be modified and 
reconsL rucL i o ns made. For t hose wi th a bla nk ubout archaeo l ogy , a 
s nort dXplanation follows! . . 

: verv de t a il on a n excavati o n has to be considered 1n co ntext: 
finas • are evaluated in re lati on to levels a nd s t r uctures. 
structures i n respect o f other s tructures. t he whole in t h e 
c onLext 0 f a rc haeol ogi cal hor izons. geology, geography a nd a ll t he 
- 0 1ogies yo u c an name. Not to mention history. . . 

AS far as I am aware , South Cadbury ' s importance s till l ies i n 
i t~ having one o f t he longest s tra t i f ied s equenc es in Brita in o r 
Western Eurooe. This is ret lected i n the seque nce number g iven to 
it s ' Arthurian' peri od by Leslie Alcock - ' Cadbury 11' 

For a s ummary o f the Cadbury 11 phase. I ha ve t urned to a n 
exLract from Geoffrey As he 's excellent _o ne unde r Cad~ur y - Came l o t 
in Th e New Arthurian Encyclopaedia. upaate d 1n the 1Y9 1 editi o n 
and abbreviaLed s lightly. 

' Th is phase of the site may have begun c . 4?0 - 500 AD. 
J uild ings belonging to it incl ude _a t imber na ll o n the 
o laLeau·. a nd a. gate house reminiscent o r Roman a uxi 1 iary t orts. 
aowever. the mos t striking feat ure is embedded 1n r: he . topmost 
ba nk : a drys t one wall about 16 ft t hick. e nc ircling the 
e ntire. nearly three quarters o f -'i mi le. pe rimeter. Thi=' 
massive e nhancement o f t he rampart i ncorpor ated p i ece s o r 
Roman maso nry a nd was bound together by a framework o f wooden 
beams. Ce lti c. not Roman in style . 1t was a fa ir 1y 
soohisticated s tructure embodying a n i mpre ssi ve amount o r 
labour . 

At : he t i me of its d iscovery. Cadbury 11 wa s interpre Led a s 
a n a rmy base. S ince the scale and e l abor aLe ness of t he 
i--~ r ortirication were a r chaeologica ll y unmatched :n that 
ce r1 od. the results permi tted a connec t i on wit h Arthur 
~o nceive d a s the war- leader o f Welsh t radition. Over the next 
few ~ears. it wa s widely ass umed t hat Cadbury's apparent 
•tniqueness was acc idental . a nd t he excavati on o f other 
h illforts wou1d refute 1t. This d id not happen. Reocc upati on 
dur inq the s ame period was pr oved i n various p l aces. but the 
s tone..:.and- timber defensive work remained without a contemp­
•, r a rv ::;ara l lei in t h e archaeo l ogy of Engl a nd a nd Wales. 
Compar able structures were fo und i n Scotland but we re 
ma rkedlv s maller a nd had no gatehouses . In a 1982 re- a ss­
e ssmen t~ Alcock s uggested t hat Cadbury was a political centre 
rather t han a military one, the s eat of a k in<;r with resources 
o f wealth and manpower unequall ed - o n the ex ist ing evidence -
in t he Britain of his time ' . 

Pr ofessor Alcock has writte n a myriad o f papers o n Cadbury over 
the y ears. In answer to a questioning l e tter f r om me a bout t he 
fut ure prospects of an exhibiti o n of the finds f rom the Dig, 
Professor Alcock writes that his de partment has been invol ved fo r 
ma ny years in the l engthy process o f assessing what needs to be 
do ne i n r espect o f the f inal re i:iort a nd _t he _costs involved. a nd 
negotiating with agencies to fund its pub licati on .. 

Th i s was i nterrupted by his s troke from which he has no~ 
recovered. a nd we wish him renewed and continued health. Most o r 
the f inds f r om Cadbury a re now stored a t Taunton Museum. 

•) n the issue o f Arthur the 1982 paper re-states t hat South 
Cadbury's a ssociations with 'Camel o t ' remain. because t hat _is the 
e arliest recorded name of t he h ill a nd usefull y d istinguishes it 
from the t hree o ther West Country Cadburys. Pr o fessor_A l cock 's 
e x cavati o n strat egy was to b e impartial as to Cadbury's hist orical 
phases o f occupati on. With regard to t he Arthurian /Cadbury 11 
phase . he has. s ince 1973, been a n agnostic with regard to the 
his toricity o f Arthur. I t hink it 's important t o note 'agnostic' 
not 'a theist'. 
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Alex i s r ight ; i t WAS a different c,.ge. You have o nl y to read my 
ye ll owing press c uttings o f the Di g coverage_to realise that: the 
sixties were a time when popular admirati on tor r ising science and 
t echnol ogy was underlaid with a desire for Adve nture and Romance. 
Some t ime bef o re ;;n ,::.000 , when we fe el a bu1·st u f ph il oso phy 
coming o n us, we c o u ld try to pu t i nto 4n h istorical perspecti v e 
t he ref lowering •:) f the Ar thurian myth in t he middle - to- e nd o f the 
Twe n tieth Century! What was it abou t t he 50s, GOs a n d 70s that 
pr ovided t he fert il e g round? The Dig and the media c ircus whi ch 
s urrounded it have t hemselves added accre ti ons. Re trospectively, 
how mu ch ,::, f a hand do you consider Pendrago n had i n the who 1 e 
process a nd how much was it. itself, being s wept along by a 
po pular movement ? 

Up to this po int. t his has been a f actual article . so I will 
res ume that to ne and ~nd o n a practi ca l note. One day, possib ly 
not too f ar i n the future. a Pe ndragon AGM could centre round a 
vis it t o the exh ibiti on o f Cadbury - Camelot finds and a wal k 
round the h ill ' s ramparts - wi th spec ial ct ttenti on to Rampart 'E' ! 

I' 11 c heck on whether t he Red Lion s till doe s food, well i n 
advance . 
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Cavities at Cadbury. C.N. Bris­
tow. PENDRAGON 'Mysteries ' edn . 
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One of us with Leslie Alcock 



I l1ad no ide a before g l a nci ng a t 
PENDRA GON XXI- 2 t hat De irdre had 
a do9pei ganger. The words o f 
comf ort which y ou have appended 
r.n t· he r eprint -:, t Ms. Foulkes ' 
let t e r a. re~ g reat re li ef to me , 
~ssuring me chat t he o riginal 
De irdre i s stil l a live a nd 
k 1cl-':.i :--.g. 

T !:ave c ons idera ble empat hy 
w1 th Deirdre. and am glad she 
keeps o n writing i n hopes ,) f 
be i ng µubl ished •✓erbatim. There 
must be t housands j ust a s con­
fu s ed ~ s l1er (o r s he . a s the c ase 
may be). :sn 't Deirdre a good 
ro l e model f o r us all? I can 
ident if,• ,nth he r mu ch be t t e r 
than with Morgan le Fay , f or 
examp le. 
Yours e nigmatically. 
(fr e d ::adL-,y, Surbiton. J 

[Ed:- No, De i r dre o f Chippi ng 
Sodbury . the fa iry queen Morgan 
may well have been a pri estes s 
,)f Is is bu t I don't qu ite s ee you 
,,s H.M. DEIRDRE LE FAY, wal k ing 
the Sacred Pa th with y ou r 
anagr ammati ca lly linked prince 
EMI R rRED r!ADLEY . ' Empathy ' i s 
not de rived f rom 'emir path', no r 
d oes it depe nd upon a nagrams. 
.Just go a nd jump o ff a pyramid, 
wi 11 yo u ? J 

Have r ecently been to a univer­
s ity confere nce in t he Rhineland. 
Managed to get 1n a few trips i n 
t he a rea a nd 1n Hesse. The area 
i s s till full o f the a tmosphere 
o f the High Middle Ages with 
Arthurian motifs present, I would 
like t he opportunity fo r a 
longer v isit although without a 
100d ~ork i ng k nowl edge o f Mi ddle 
!ligh Ge rman it is d iffi cult . My 
:Je rman Just about al lows me t o 
buy a beer! 
(Pe ter Wo od. Bristol) 
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On l.4. 9 1 th e Da ily Telegraph 
s cience c o nt ri but or. Adri a n 
Berry , wrote an introductory 
c omment under the headi ng 'Ex:_ 
p l osive e ra o f Arthur ' 

One o f the a stronomers named a s 
co-author o f ' The Cosmi c Winter · 
i s Prof . Vi ctor Clube. wh o s poke 
as a n astro-physic1 s t during a 
London Universi ty week-e nd 
semina r i n 1988 . The eve nt was 
b1lled a s ' C,;;,smic Impacts and 
Mass Ext inct ions' Dr. Clube 
me nti o ned, by 0.:ay o f ,1 n aside. 
that 'Cup a nd Ring marks found l:,y 
archaeo logist s i n Scotland might 
have been ca r ved to represent 
comet s . Th is idea s eems na i ve co 
me but ,;o ul<.l be devel o ped if 1:he 
carvings cou l d b e dated i n some 
way . ( It is a p i ty s o much is 
being mad e now c f t he ri ng mark s 
k nown a s ' crop c i rcles' , whi ch 
are qui t e l ikely to be prac tica l 
jokes). 

Having a cquired a pre-occupa­
t ion wi t h Waste La nds, actual or 
poe tic or :egendary. I ctm not 
di sposed to guess how PENDRAGON 
wi 11 react to t he many ea tast·­
r ophes we read a bout, but 
s uggest a n e ar ly review o f ~he 
book ca lled ' The Cosmic Wi n t er' 
would be a g ood start. 
(Fred Hadley. Sur b iton.) 

[Ed:- Exce llent idea Fred! How 
a bout doing o ne fo r us ? ] 

Thankyou for t he l at e st PENDRAGON 
- excellent a s ever. I e ncl ose a 
drawing I have do ne - 'Merlin', 
which you might l ike to use i n a 
future issue o f t he magazine. 
(Nigel Pennick. Cambridge.) 

[Ed:- Nigel's new book, 'The 
Secret Lore o f Runes a nd other 
Ancient Alpha bets' came out 1n 
May. It will be r eviewed in our 
next issue. J 

I was particularly interes ted to 
read Beryl Mercer 's reference to 
t he principality o f Leon or 
Lyonnesse in Brittany be ing named 

a f ter Caerleon upon Usk 1n 
Gwe nt. a nd a lso Steven Banks ' 
comments r egard ing t he Br eton 
Trad i tions ,·elating t o King 
Arthur. I s hould, t heref ore, 1 ike 
to give some o f the background 
behind these associati o ns . 

In t he o ld manuscri pts Ar thur i s 
frequently re ferred to as the 
king o f t he S ilures, whose 
capital was a t Caerwent i n Gwent. 
The territory ,-:, f t he Roman 
Republi c o f the Silur es, whi ch 
was replaced by a monarchy in the 
f ifth ce ntury, included large 
par t s of Gwent, Glamorgan , Here ­
fo rdshire and Gl o ucestershire. 
This was to be come t he immediate 
realm o f t he celebrated King 
Arthur, but his empire extended 
into Cornwall a nd Brittany. 

The S ilures were a branch o f 
the 'Jeni ti o f Armori ca who 
estab li shed themsel ves i n South­
east Wa 1 es . Cornwa 11 a nd the 
Scil l y Islands. It is not a mere 
coi ncidence that the main f ield 
o f i nfluence o f t he roya l pri nces 
of Gl amorga n and Gwent was in 
South-e ast Wales, Cornwall, t he 
Sci lly Islands a nd Bri ttany. It 
is also interesting t o note t hat 
Caerleon. Cernyw a nd Gelliwig i n 
Gwe nt have t heir counterparts i n 
bo th Cornwall a nd Brittany. If 
the Leon or Lyonnesse i n 
Br ittany was s o named after 
Caerleon upon Usk in Gwent, then 
so must have been its counter­
parts in Cornwall a nd t he Sc illy 
Islands . It has been suggested 
t hat Arthur's connecti o n with 
Cornwall has been overstated, but 
this may not be the c ase when 
one considers t hat t he royal 
princes o f Glamorgan and Gwent 
1·uled a maritime empire e xtending 
from South-e ast Wales to 
Cornwall a nd Brittany. These are 
the very regions most associated 
with King Ar thur and h is k nights . 

It thus becomes obvious t hat 
King Arthur's greatest ach ieve­
ment was to recreate the empire 
o f t he Silures, but i n t he course 

o f time h i s expansionist pol­
icies created a power vacuum . His 
empire was threatened first by 
the Gewissei ( Irish confede rates J 
and t heir Saxon allies, and 
s econdly by a dynastic revolu­
tion. He s ucceeded in breaki ng 
the power o f the Gewissei and 
t heir a llies, but was taken 
completely unawares by an insur­
rection raised by his treach­
e rous neph ew Medraut in 537. 
After Ar t hur 's fa ll, his empir e 
fe ll into i ts component parts , 
but he stil l managed t o retai n 
Brittany, whi ch he l iberated f r om 
t he tyranny o f Marcus Co nomorus 
i n 555 ,1 nd where he died i n 562. 
In Br ittany he i s c elebrated a s 
St. Armel . which is Breton f o r 
Arthmael . There is good reaso n 
for Dr. John Morris 's s tatement. 
in 'The Ag e of Arthur ' . t hat t he 
most important of the 6th-century 
emigra nt leaders was probably 
Arthmael. 
(David Pykitt . Burton-on-Trent. ) 

Ivor W.J .Snook, aged 80, died 
peacefully i n hospi t al on Satur­
d ay 18th May. 1991. He was wel 1 
k n own to readers o f many pub-
1 icati ons ( The Newsletter , 
Stonehencre Viewpoint . etc. etc. J 
for his ~ rudite researches into 
the Dark Ages and their 
mys teries . He wi 11 be missed by 
a 11 his friends and aquaintances 
and wi 11 b e remembered for his 
perceptive and pleasant approach 
to his i nvestigations . 
(Sid Birchby. Manchester.) 

[Ed:- Ivor Snook joined Pen­
dragon in 1977 and has cont­
ributed many fine articles which 
have been published in our 
Journal. His scholarship was 
prodigious: members of his cali­
bre canno t ~as ily be spared. We 
s t i l l have o ne o f his art­
icles on S tonehenge i n our files 
which wi ll a ppear i n a future 
i ssue . 
Al l Bl essings Ivor , o ld f riend .] 
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~as d elight ed to receive a nd 
t~ ad t he !atest PENDRAGON and 
, t. e pr oo f o f the pudd ing t s i n 
•h~ c heque enc l osed . 

!'1. l bv Stone ' s a rticle was very 
tho,-o ugh a nd I look fo rward t o 
~h e co ntinuation/conclusion. 
Robert Graves o f course (among 
o the rs) made many connections 
betwe e n Bra n, Arthur and Odin, 
~nd it i s a s ubject which crops 
up f rom time to time i n PEN­
DRA GON. Nik Wr ight wrote an art­
icl e ·o f Ravens, Gods a nd Men' 
in t he Art hur edit ion back i n 
197 9- 80. 

I was intrigued by t h e 
st a tement ' There are no Roman o r 
Romano-Ce ltic inscriptions to 
Bra n ' . Of c ourse I've heard t his 
~entioned be fore. There was a 
Dark Age inscription to somebody 
call e d Camul orix Brannus i n 
Pembrokeshire i a p illar-stone 
l ost since 18C) . which s uggests 
something about use o f the name 
i n ~rthurian times. I wo ndered 
i r t he name was d isgui sed by its 
a ppearanc e i n another form, 
ouc n a s Veranius . The ~at1n 

'You MUST remember. Poppleton. 
you ' ll never make any finds 
until you work systematically' 
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(Conti nent~! ~e J tj c~) name 
Veranius 1s found in the earl y 
c enturi e s o f Roma n Britain 
(Quintus Veranius _a 1st ce ntury 
gove rnor o f Britain. a nd Quintus 
Valerius Veranius, a c ontemp­
or ary potter, originally from 
Gallia Belgia). But these examo­
l es ,, r e not very c onv i n cing . • 
(Chris Lovegrove. Bristol. ) 

[Ed: - I make no apology for 
i ncluding the following le tter 
r r om myself in t he Readers ' 
Letters column: a f te r ctll. I do 
occas ionally read t he Journal 
even t hough it may not seem that 
way to other Pe ndragons . I 

Isabel Hill Elder, i n ' Celt, 
Druid a nd Culdee'. g i ve s 'Bran· 
a s a contracti on of 'Brenhin ' 

t hat is 'K ing' ... men­
t ioned in t he Triads a s Bran the 
Blessed.' Br~wer's Dic ti onary 
o f Phrase a nd Fable notes the 
s ame contraction but regards 
'9renhi n' as the Celtic equi v­
alent of ' Brennus ' . t he Gaulisn 
war-chief who captured Rome i n 
a bout 390 BCE. 

The study of early British 
history 1s not a ided by t he t'act 
that different individuals 
f requently a ppear to have the 
s ame name. Conversely, the same 
personage may be known by 
s everal names. For instance, the 
S iluric leader Caradoc (Car ac ­
tacus - from Caer-vraight- tagos 
= king-c:ommander) has bee n known 
as Guei rydd ( just ic iaryJ and 
Arviragus ( from Ard-an-rhaig ~ 
king-paramount [all i nterpret­
ations by Ms . Elder]) . One c ause 
o f confusion is the ancient 
British habit of calling their 
VIPs by t itles i nstead of t heir 
given names. Positive i dentifi­
cation is t herefore a c hancy 
business. 

Bran, i n Welsh, i s 'brenin 
( brenhinoedd) ' which means king. 
One would expect a similar 
meaning for bran in Cornish, 
which re sembles Welsh in many 
respects. but no: bran in 
Cornish has a rather less 

d ignified mean ing 'crow ' : 
raven being s imply bra n vras = 
'b ig crow' Still at least there 
s eems t o be a Bran-raven link 
here. 

A 1 by Stone. i n t he current 
i nstalment o f his excellent 
a rti c le ' The Fisher Ki ng a nd 
Odin'. gives raven as 'corbie' .• 
from the Middle English, whi ch 
neatl y j ustifies 'Corbenoit '. 
t he castle o f King Fisherman. 
Elsewhere, a s Alby h imself 
notes. Corbeno it is inter preted 
a s ' Blessed Body' , while the 
ctlternative name. Carbonek. 
comes from 'caer bennawg ' - the 
s quare or fo ur-cornered castle. 

So t he s ubject poses probl ems. 
e ven fo r scho lars, and I . cts a 
layman, merely draw attention to 
t he a bove poi nts bec ause o f 
t heir possible interest to o ther 
Pendragons who, like myself, 
haven ' t the ability to do orig­
i nal researc h but are fasci~­
ated to read the v iews o r those 
who have. 
(Eddie Tooke. Tewkesbury . 

[Ed:- Yes. Dei rdre of Ch ippi ng 
Sadbury , adding 'n ' t o ' crow · 
COULD g i ve t he bird king l y 
a ssociati ons, and y es a gain. it 
may be apt for Alby ' s 'Bran' 
article to appear i n 'cereal ' 
form. But though t here may we ll 
be o ther Bran-related Arthurian 
s it es i n Britain, Caerleon-on­
HUSK is not o ne o f t hem. Trust 
yo u t o d ebase an i nt e ll ige n t 
discussion. I 

I fe el I must tell your readers 
that s he [Deirdre o f Chipping 
Sodbury] i s by no means sod­
buried, but s till c hipping away 
a s merrily as ever a t Academia, 
thank heaven. I we nt to see fo r 
myself , a nxi ous for her welfare. 
a nd other anxious readers may 
be i nterested to hear how I 
found her. 

[Ed : - There now follows a 
spine- c hilling description o f 
De irdre which t he more s queamish 
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may like t o skip. Those made o f 
s terner stuff - read on.] 

Blacker were her face a nd hands 
t han t he blackest iro n t hat had 
been s teeped in pi tch; and it 
was no t her colour t hat was 
ugliest. but he r s hape: high 
c heeks a nd hanging baggy-fleshed 
fa ce, and a stub wide-nostril­
led nose: and the one eye 
mottled green, mos t piercing. 
the other black, l ike jet, deep 
sunk in her head. Long yellow 
teeth , ye llower t han the f lowers 
of t he broom, and her belly 
swe 11 ing from her breastbone 
hi gher tha n her chin. Her 
backbone was shaped like a 
cru tch; he r t wo h ips broad 1n 
the bone, but everything narrow 
t hence downwards. save t hat her 
feet a nd knees we re c lumped . 

In fact s he resembl e d to a 
remarkable degree the Loathlv 
Damsel encount ered by Peredur i ~ 
the Mabinogi o n, with the added 
feature t hat t he r ight s ide o r 
her brain was def initel y larger 
t han t he 1 e ft. I measured i t 
(with her gracious permission) 
using a strip o f bacon-rind she 
had a s a book-marker, a s I 
hadn 't thought to bring a 
measur i ng- ta pe with me . Strips 
of a nimal-h ide were i n any case 
t he traditional way o f measuring 
t he Glastonbury Twelve Hides, 
she reminded me roguishly. 

So I am happy to report that 
if not exactly in t he p ink . dear 
Deirdre is as well as can be 
expected under the circum­
( stance) ( ferunce) . 
(Mary Caine. Kingston.) 

[Ed:- Congratulations Mary 
Caine for attempting to solve a 
puzzle that has tormented t he 
best Pendragon minds fo r y ears: 
what Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury 
really looks like . Unfortunate­
ly it wa s a n abortive exercise . 
And eve n worse than that. 
According to the Mabinogion, the 
Loathly Damsel was a fair-



ha ir ed youth 1n disguise . Other 
3ources e qu a te her with the 
beauc1ful a nd virtuous Lady 
Ragnall under e nchantment, while 
Joh n Matthews. in 'Gawain 
Kni g ht o f t he Goddess' , tells 
us t hat the Loathly Damsel is an 
as pect o f t he goddess herself. 

What have you DONE. Mary ? A 
co nc e it ed Deirdre believing she 
~as h idde n beauty we could learn 
t o li'.'e with. A Deirdre imagi­
n ing herself a h igh priestess o f 
Isis (s ee Fred Hadley 's le tt e r 
nbuve/ ~o ul~ just a bout be 
to l e rated. But a Deirdre seeing 
he rself a s a n a spect of t he 
g reat goddess Quick! Change 
o ur name to PENDEIRDRE to 
,3. ppease her! 

S t J ude, pa tron 
causes: in tercede 
3t J ude, patron 
c auses: i nt ercede 
St Jude . patron 
c auses; intercede 

saint of lost 
for us. 
saint of lost 

for us. 
saint of lost 

for us . .. ... . 

P . 3 . Thanks tor the f iver. Mary, ­
a nyway ! I 

My c omments o n the Raven-god [ in 
Issue No. 21/2 1 refer to Alby 
Stone 's original article in 
'Folklore' Vo l . 1001 1989 . 
According to Donald Mackenzie 
( 'Teuto nic Myth and Legend'), 
Tyr wa s the chief god o f the 
Teutonic pantheon at one time 
( pre-Odin), under the name 
Tiwaz . And before Tiwaz, t he 
'head y in' was probably a 
s tar-god named Ivalde (Wade , 
Va t e) . but we don't know a great 
deal about him. 

Re t he John Dunn Radio 2 
i nterview with Prof. Richard 
Bradley: I'm a bit puzzled by 
t he sta tement: 'Apparently in 
Neo lithic times, a bout 60 00 
, ears ago, swords were thrown 
1nto lakes and rivers ... ' But 
' Neolithic' means 'new stone' , 
doesn' t it? Surely there weren't 
-'l. ny s words a s long ago as that? 
I'd have thought they were 
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'c r ea ted' 1n t he Iro n .'\ge or 
Bronze Age? 

I en joyed yo ur own 'meaning o f 
Arthur ' a rti cle . a nd was 
pleased to ~ee t hat quantum 
physics got a l ook i n ! Joh n 
Gribbin maintains that 'nothing 
happens unless somebody is l ook­
i ng a t 1t' ta b it o f a n over­
s impl ification , but a s you s ay -
Bishop Berkeley would have 
,, pproved! i . a nd quan tum physi ­
c ists .ir e beginning to s ubsti­
t ute the word 'parti ci pator· fo r 
' observer·. So I t~ nd to agree 
with yo u t hat , 1f e nough o f us 
believe t hat Ar thur WI LL r eturn . 
t hat be lief could we ll bec ome 
a ctuality. Somehow 

Reminds me o f t hat bit' in 
' Pe ter Pan'. whe re Tinkerbell is 
dy ing because not many children 
believe in her anymore. 

( ' The Universe i s a s eries o f 
agreed-upon considerations 
L. Ron Hubbard . l 

Here ' s another puzzl ing bit -
puzzl ing to me, a nyway: Mary 
Caine s ays o f Ar thur : ' He suff­
ers nob l y a nd without rancour 
~he k illing of his son by base 
~lr Kay I think I've 
heard / read t hat Arthur d id have 
a son c alled. I think, Lacheu or 
LLacheu. but I've never managed 
t o l ocate a ny deta ils a bout 
t his. Could someone please tell 
me t he source o f t his particu lar 
s tory? Al so I a lways t hought it 
was Ga lahad wh o wa s the 'spot­
less k n ight' who eventually ach­
ieved the Grail: where does 
Perceval come i nto it ? (Have I 
been reading t he wrong authors ? 
Anyway, a s I said last time, I 
much prefer the ' pre-chival ­
rized' Arthur as portrayed by 
Mary S tewart a nd Rosemary Sut­
c liffe ... ) 

I have read and enjoyed a ll 
the o ther contributi ons, though 
am not s parked to f urther 
comment e xcept to say that T 
do apprecia t e . very much. the 
t hread o f wit .ind humour which 
brightens every issue of PEN­
DRAGON . Keep it up! 
(Beryl Mercer. Truro.) 

•YO~€: ~ctiti._011. £\nd. -ti\~ s~,L 
I Pa.rt Two:-! 

Obv iously, t here must have bee n some continuing oral t radi tion, a nd i n 
some areas t here would ha ve been a p; reater respect for and knowl edge of 
Br a.n than of Beli. There have been attempts t o identify Bra.n with the 
Ce ltic g od i dentified by t he Rom,.ns wi tb Dis Pater , the Latin Hades , 
irom whom the Ce lts c laimed descent, according to Julius Caesar - but 
t his would st ill leave the oroblem of why, when i t wa s standard practise 
to p;ive both Lati n an_d Celti c na mes for a god on monuments and t he like, 
Er an's name was continually omitted . The Romans had no superstitious 
dread of naming gods di r ectly, and they most certainly di d ~at resoect 
any Celtic customs regarding th is . There are t hree lll1lin possibili ties: 
Bra.n may not originall y have been ·:ery i mportant at all, which i s highly 
unli kely i n the face o f his evident importance to the Galatae of 300 EC 
,i nd his later blossomi:ig i n to signific!lnce i n welsh ~nd Arthurian 
t radition; or Bran had wa ned into a minor figure , deemed by Rome t o be 
of little consequence and s o ignored by t he interpretat io RomaM; or he 
had undergone a major chan,.e of name and, perhaos, of attributes. Of the 
later Bran, we are to ld i-n t he ,'fabino,ri;n th~t he was of ,.reat size; 
t hat he was associated wi tb a cauldron t hat c ould raise t he- dead, but 
which l eft t hem bereft of speech ; tha t be was involved i n a war which 
l eft two lands wasted and depopulated ; that be was mortally wounded in 
the foot by a spear; that he a nd seven others were all t hat re mained of 
his army; that he made his remaining f ollowers cu t off his head, which, 
still living, entertained the m in an otherworldly hall on an island of 
Grassholme; and that bis head was buried as a protecti ve tal isl!l1ln at the 
site of what is now t he Tower of London. The Irish Immra111 Brain, the 
earliest manuscript of which dates from t he eleventh century , though the 
s tory itself is evidently much older, t ells of a voyage made by Bran son 
of Febal to the La nd of women, taking i n several other wonders on the 
way. In itself, it tells us littl e of BrAn, save t hat he was associated 
with a v oyage to an is land where time was suspended. Apart from this, we 
have t he 'lelsh t radition of Bra.n Galed <Bran t he Niggard), associated 
with a magic drinking-horn; the Voyage of St Brendan. a Christianisation 
of ! Jlll!lI'am Brain, which adds nothing but a moral tone; and a few scrans 
from sources s uch as the We lsh Triads, which t ell us little else, but 
whi c h reinf orce Bran's connection with a map:i cal vessel and strenp;then 
his r6le as a military l eader . It should be emphasised that these e;taot 
,efer ences to SrAn date back to no earlier t han the ei~hth century; and 
t here is nothing at all to support Br 6n' s identif ication with any Ce ltic 
de ity ~nown f rom inscriptions of the Roman period in Brita in or Europe . 
Many Celtic d ivinities were llssociated witb ca uldrons or c ornucooiae; 
boats a re found in ear l y Ce ltic r elip;ious icono,.r~pbv, but seem n~t t o 
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~e .:,ssoc i.:, ted with a ny s pe<::ifir: rleities - though it mav be worth bearinp; 
l n mind the well - known link between ships and Bronze Ap;e funerary rites. 
The name Brtin, 'raven', seems at first glance to be more helpful : one 
god known from the time at the R□lll1ln occupation of Britain and Gaul who 
does have a raven attribute is Lugos, known in Ireland as Lugh and as 
both Lleu and Lludd in Yelsh lore. Lugos, though, has almost nothing in 
c ommon with the literary Bran, nor do his later incarnations in 
literature. All in all, the evidence for Brfin existing in the Roman 
period under an assumed name is very slim indeed; he may well have 
c hanged function or attributes, but that would be almost i mpossible to 
discover . It seems more likely t hat Bran went the same way as the 
Germanic Tyr. 

This has a second bearinp; on the problem of the Fisher Kinp;. Somethinp; 
must have inspired the resurgence of Bran in t he t raditions of t he 
insular Celts, perhaps even reshaping his myth i n the process. The 
sing le most important event in the history of the British and Irish ' 
Celts, after the R□lll1ln occupation, was t he ~udden - in historical terms 
- i nflux of large numbers of Gerlll1lnic-speaking people from the fourth 
c entury onward. These Germanic-speakers - Angles, Saxons, Swedes, Danes, 
and so on, coming in various waves to different parts of the British 
Isles - brought with them their own gods. These were related, through 
d istant ancestry and repeated contacts, but di stinct bv emphasis and the 
demands of what were only rel ati vely minor l inguistic and cultur:,l 
d ifferences. Their chief god was Odin, or Yaden - and he c:,n be shown to 
be the god most l ikely to have sparked of f a revival of i nterest in Bran 
among the natives. It can also be demonstrated that the mythical 
exploits and attributes of Odin help t o explain those aspects • □f the 
Fisher King that cannot be accounted for by reference t o either Bran or 
Beli. • 

Let us now examine the Fisher King. His legend can be condensed quite 
easily: he is the guardian of the mysterious vessel known as the grail, 
a very special example of a utensil common in medieval Europe, a ·deep, 
wide dish or bowl, not unlike a cauldron <according t o Parzival, the 
grail is a green, semi-precious stone; t he equivalent vessel in Peredur 
differs from the norm in that it contains a severed human ·head, swimming 
in blood). He is an invalid, c rippled by a spear-wound (a sword, in the 
Queste del Saint Graall, often described as 'through both thighs'; 
though it is also stated that the wound is between his thighs, a patent 
reference to the genitals. Because of this wound, his land, the kingdom 
of the grail, has become a barren waste. The king's suffering and the 
land's blight can only be healed by the coming of the king's destined 
successor, who must ask a particular ouestion in the presence of the 
grai 1. Along with the grai 1, which most often appears accompanied by a 
F,r□up of maidens, the Grail Castle contains a number of other mysterious 
objects, i nc 1 udi ng a lance that drips bl oad; when t hese objects are 
displayed, t hose present are served by the grail with whatever food and 
drink they desire, and the grail itself helps ta l iteraily lip;ht up the 
proceedings. The Fisher King is usually dressed i n black, usually wears 
a cap or hat , and is depi c ted as an old man. His castle and hall are 
;.;enerally square <the castle is ci r cu lar in Par=ival), surrounded by a 
rnoa_t or r iver, and with a central hearth with a l arise fire-hood. 
Sometimes, there are two i,;rail kini,;s, one the father or i,;randfather of 
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the other, and i t may be the olde r man who i s i nfirm but sustained by 
the grail. Yhen the grail kniisht first meets the fisher Kini( he is 
seated in a boat on a ri ve r, fishing with a companion. 

In Perlesvaus and P:, rziva J, the Fisher King has sinister c ounterparts: 
in the former, this rival Is t he King of Castle Mortal, who is 
responsible for a great deal of trouble; in the latter it is t he 
emasculated wizard Cli nschor, who rules a very interesting parody of the 
Gr:,il Castle . The Suite du Herlin, which purports to deal with the early 
history of the grail, g ives t he king an evil brother prone to cammittini,; 
murders while i n a s ta te of i nvisibility. Compare also the magician 
Gansguoter, lord o f t he Castle of Yonders in Heinrich's Diu Krone; and 
their equivalent i n Chretien's Perceval. 

The Fisher King's name i s, ,is noted at the beginning of this essay, 
given as Bron or Brans <R.S. Loomis c onvincingly presents ' Goon 
Desert', the king's brother in Maness ier's c ontinuation of Perceval, as 
a c orrupt rendering of Bron), Peiles, Pelleam, and Pellinore. In 
Par=iv:,l, the k ing is named Anfortas, ·-,hose name does not appear to be 
related to either fo rm. 

This is t he c rude essence of the Fisher KinF,, stripped of the Christian 
trappings t hat came t a c linp; to him. How does he c ompare to Bran? 
Firstly we should note t hat t he spea r, peripheral in t he Bran sources, 
has attained an almost sacral significance in the p;rail le,end. 
Secondly, the sea-fording p; iant has become an infirm old man, whose Jnl ·1 
.narine c onnections are a moat, a boat, and a taste for fishing . Bran's 
severed head has aiso virtually disappeared, retained as a c entral =~t i f 
i n Peredur, and tangentially s o in Per l esvaus, but present only in =inor 
parts i n the other versions, where it is rarely linked with t he grail. 
The theme of the wasted land is still strong in t he g rail stories. of 
course, perhaps even more so; but i t is linked specifically with t he 
king's wound, rather than an arduous war; and it is also associated with 
a ritualistic question that is not f ound in the Bran myth . As yet, 
Branwen, Bran's exiled sister, for whose sake the Irish c ampaign was 
fought, has not been mentioned; but she is most profitably to be 
identified with the Fisher King's own sister, the widow living in the 
wilderness, mother of the hero Perceval. The grail, naturally, is to be 
equated with Bran's cauldron - but the latter has no bevy of young women 
far a retinue, nor does it illuminate the hall with its awn 11;,;ht . 
Bran ' s otherworldly island dwelling has obvious parallels with the Grail 
Castle, with regard to structure; and there are spell-breaking incidents 
at both places, when one of Bran's followers opens a forbidden door, and 
when the grail knight leaves on the morning after his first, abortive 
visit to the Grail Castle - however, these are quite dissimilar. Only 
one i,;rail romance, Sane de Nausa _v. has a close structural resemblance to 
Branwen - but i n that it stands a lone; interestingly, but protably 
fortuitously, it l inks the p;rail ta Norway. 

That is more or l ess where the resemblance ends, and even then it is 
apparent that there are significant points of divergence. On their ~wn. 
these c ould . be explained as inevitable corruptions due to time, and 
differences of context, c ulture, and language . One very important factor 
has s o far been ip;nored: the name of the Grail Castle . It appears i n a 

2 :L 



number of variant forms: Corbenic ( Queste del Saint Graal), Carbonek (in 
Malory), and Corbi ere (in the Manessier' s continuation of Perceval); 
Cambenoye, Cambenoyt, and Cabenoyte ( the Prose Lancelot): Malory, in 
Book xr · of the }forte d'Arthur, also calls it the Castle of Corbin. These 
names are open to a number of interpretations. Loomis opines that it is 
a corruption of cor benoi t, 'blessed vessel' (perhaps 'blessed body'), 
which he associates with the popular Celtic cornucopia motif. Another 
suup;ested derivation is from the Welsh caer bannawg, 'square <or 'four­
cornered • l castle' , The former seems to be an attempt on the part of 
Loomis to reconcile the pagan content of the grail legend with the 
Christian elements - it is not particularly convincing, in any case. The 
latter fits most readily with the descriptions of the Grail Castle. But 
it can be no accident that the romancers have Riven the castle a name 
that is close to the Old French corbeau, modern French corbiere, and 
Middle English corbie: 'raven', This fits neatly with BrAn's own name, 
but is also a pointer to Odin, whose oracular ravens, Huginn and Muninn, 
are one reason why he was known, among many other names, as Hrafnaguo, 
'God of Ravens', The name of the Grail Castle in Parzival also points to 
Odin: Munsalvaesche, or Mont Sauva11e, the 'Wild Mountain', probably- a 
reterence to Odin's role as leader of the Wild Hunt in the north. 

\I continued 
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' THE MAGICAL QUEST' 
Press, 1988 . £8.95.) 

by Anne Wilson . (Manchester University 

I make no apology for reviewing a book first published three 
years ago. Its subtitle, ' The Use of Magic in Arthurian 
Romance' , is justification e nough, whatever t he gap in time. 

This book, though seemingly of the John Matthews/Bob Stewart 
mystical camp, is rather more academic, but nonetheless exciting 
for all that. It asks t he question 'Why are there so many 
a pparent contradictions i n medieval Arthurian Romances?' The 
answer . as all Pendragons o f course know. is that the authors 
us e traditional plots. And t he rationale o f these plots, like 
the closely-related fa i ry tales. is o f a different order to that 
o f s o-c alled realisti c novels. What , then, i s this rationale? 

The author's explanation is that a typical 'Magical' plot is 
'a ser i es o f mental r ituals through whi ch participants bring 
about desires ( i n the mind ~t course) and dispel fear o r guilt .· 
Many people have r ecogni~ed the importance o f such mental 
role-play a nd e xorcism, from t he use o f modern escapist 
l iterature a nd films to t hat o f traditional fairy t al es . The 
l ate Bruno Bettelheim (whose integrity has r ecently bee n 
questioned) made such points in his ' The Uses o f Enchantment: 
the meaning and importance o f Fairy Tales' (1975). 

Essentially magical plots are seen through the eyes o f the 
chief participant making the steps or moves. ' The many 
characters in a plot wi 11 represent only a few characters' in 
the mind o f the chief participant and often reappear in 
successi ve moves as doublets o f ~ach other, giving the chief 
participant a chance to explore a situation or relationship in a 
d ifferent way in order to reach a final resolution. 

If you in principle accept this mental-ritual theory of 
Arthurian romance then you will enjoy 'The Magical Quest' as it 
exp lores the structures and resolutions of the plots of Ywain. 
Perceval and Gawain in their various versions. However, if you 
don't accept it, you may still find the author's attempt to 
solve the problem of Chretien's unfinished Grail story of 
interest. as well as her discussion (she is an English 
specialist) of other literary texts as diverse as Jane Eyre, 
Shakepeare ' s Pericles. Wuthering Heights, Treasure Islan~. Lord 
o f t he Rings a nd Mills & Boon romances . 

Chris Loveqrove . 
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T~LltINg 
:he Heaa •Jf Bran was ta.ken by his seven 

.;ompan1ons to Harl~ch. '"here they lived in 
~.ippy encnancment. for .;;even years. ,lrd 
t he birds ot' ?.tnannc,n sarq to them ,icross 
r:.ne ..,.at.er. Then tney Journeyed on to 
Gwales 100 the Head of Bran continued tv 
converse pl easantly with them for 80 vears 
at The A9sembiy of the Won:irous Head. ·, 

V Here is the s ymbol for Summer ( a Cup or Grail of plenty) . The Summer 
Solstice has come a nd gone. All round the world,since time immemorial, 
the f ullness of t he ~rear has 'cP.en celebr ated ,often as a fire festival. It 

is a wiccan sabbat, of course,but it is rledicated in Ireland to Lugh and his heroic 
~on Cuchulain. It is a lso the time of t he Green Man-of whom more later. 
CAJ"lBURY-•~ AMF:lJlT : 
~uring t he P.ar l y cays of t he Society our founder,Jess F'oster,was one of thf' main 
instie;at.ors of t he Ca~bury d i .; - t hou.;h this has no t always teen reco~ised by other 
wr it<> r s . I t 1s snlenrhrl t hat her ci aughter Kate has now given us an insii,;ht into 
;,n,;,, ec l orious FP.ndrae;on rlays . Rummairine: a.monis old pape~ the other day ,I fnund an 

l bserver c olour s upplement o.ated 1967. Inside was a n article titled ' Camelot.' 
r' ::; _vnchronici t y i ndeeri: ) The author, speaking to Leslie Alcock at t. hat time , wrote 
~hat the a rchae<tl.o.;ist believed t hat a CP. ltic British war-leader of imnortance a nd 
::,ow"r was the last major de fender , f the C6th P .. D. and that Cadbury was his military 
~se. :'he reporter then comments , 'in that e vent, the Arthurian zealots who belong 
~, the ~ent\ra e:on Society,anct whose e nthusiasm d i d a great deal to e:et the Cadbury 
,Hg iso ing,will surely be satisfied that ' on the balance of probability ' Cadbury Hi ll 
·, a s Arthur' s Camelot.' Further proof of synchronicity: visiting my favourite second­
hand bookshop i n April I was handed a copy of 'By South Cadbury i s that Camelot .. 
Excavations "-t Cadbury Castle 1966-70' by Leslie Alcock.(Thames & Hudson 1972). I 
had been looking for it for many years : Perhaps it is time for us to re;ind t he 
world that we a re not just a collection of new-a.;e dreamers: thou/:l'h it would be nice 
to t hink Carl bury Hill is full of gold and that every seven years a <i oor in the hill­
s ide opens to allow Arthur and his knights to emerge and water their horsP.s,Long may 
d reams a nd facts co-P.xist in the two lobes of our brains. 
'1AZES AND LABYRINTHS : 
Tal~ing of ~reams,I was fascinated to learn that two modern mazes have been built a s 

a result of the <ireams of two clergymen. At Wyck Rissini:;ton church i n 
Gloucestershire is a little Jx2 ft wall mosaic.This was built in 
1988 to replace the now lost hedge maze known as the Mysteries of 
the Gospels.The original maze was designed by Canon Harry Cheales: in 
t he 1950s,as the result of a dream. In 1980 Robert Runcie gave an 
" nthronement speech in which he used t he metaphor of a s niritual 
maze. The A=hbishop's Maze at Henley-on-Thames in Oxford;hire 
commemorates that vision : it abounds in Christian s ymbolism, 

i ncluding a Roman cross within a Byzantine c ross - to indicate the rP.conciliation 
between <aast and west that has bel?n a vital aspect of the archbishop' s work, 
rhe metaphor of the labyrinth has been used extensively in art & literature:writers 
f rom Alexander Pope to Jorge Luis Borges have made use of it.Michael Ayrton the 
sculptor wrote a book 'The Maze Maker' (Solitaire Books,£J.95),He built a huise brick 
ve r s ion of the Cretan labyrinth at Arkville i n New York State.He a lso made several 
large bronzes of the Minotaur. 
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C~Rt,t-t":ELTICA : ~ --,"_~_,_!'; , : 

-: PXoec t _nu wlll ,e ll l-x' '.'lll'il b :,: with Celtica e vPnts in '.·i'll" s ,I ha vP Y"t = ·c.,-, 
•. 0 sP.e t hP. ~'. xhi bi ~ion ';: t 2arrl iff ~luseu~. A ?ompre hens~ ve ~id e :. :, ~.ccon:~,,oJ. . _ - .·.:1 

". tion can~ obtainerl , rom: ( Cardiff) ~:-rctiff_Marketing Bureau,8-14 Brid-~e '\. ;::-;-! .~ , 
·; t reet. Cardiff ';Fl 2EE .They proouce guidP.s,ndeos,maps, etc; (Wales) Wales '---..J' "8: 
~0'.lrist !loar,:!,.!)ept.!lM2.?.0.Box l , Carrli f f,CFl ZXN.The RVP.nts at Caerleon,, . _, .---"·----
' :clts & Romans at Caerleon' is beini; held t he weeken<l I write ( 15-16 June J . 
?e ,:-hans we s·fiall have news f:,:om our Caerleon members for t he next journal;the ~•roe:ram.me 
:;eems ve ry excit ing,especially a n e vening of Celtic Music a nd Theatre in the lbman 
Amnhi theatre. Here are s ome other e vents i n Wales t his year: 
l.CP.ltic T'esil',Tls : June-SeptembP.r. 'I'extiles a t Museum of t he Welsh Woollen Industry, 

Dre-fach ,J,'elind re ,Llandysul,Dyfed . 
::. Geltic Fun Day: August 17.,Welsh Fol<Museum,S't.Fagans; s ports,games,cooking,stor·:­

te lling,music-making,body-painting with woad,coracle racing and mead. 
J .An Evening of Celtic Music , September 2.0th. ,Cathays Fark, Cardiff . Horn-pipes ,haI"?is t , 

Brigi tte Kloareg (Breton Siniser ) . 
~.On the Trail of t he Celts: 2CTARC,Llan"l'ollen .Schedu led fo r 9th July,to last ~ mont~s . 
--:·hemes :the rattl€ 0f Alesia led by Ve rcingetorix, European t rade in 200 B.C. ,conq_ue s -:. 
of the Gauls,development of t he Bourgoyne region. 

_~.Excavations at Brawdy Hillfort. 20th July-JOth August ,?enycwm in Dyfed .Supervised 
excavation,volunteers will learn excavation skills plus l atest methods of a rchaelo­

gical work. I nformation: K. R.Dark, J 24 Norbury Ave.,London,SW16 3Rl. 
6.3oge r Lee of Maream Country Park, near Port Talbot. be lieves that t he rare breed of 

Glamorgan cattle is a ,i irect d~endant of the Finzgauer Cattle of Austria 
'3. nd wP.rP br ou~ht t o Britain by t he Celts;experts in Brit~in a nd Austria share his 
",Jin i on. ThP.rP. is usually a full programme of e vents at Mare:am ,and i f you are fl'Oin'l' 
~ ,::,, -,. west t o Pembrokeshire you can cal l in a nd see the cows a t t he Count.r•, ::'3.r'-. _ '. ;■1-•1 • ·- ,, ()_ ~oger Lee,Margam Country Park, Port Talbot, \/ .Glamorgan,SA]3 2TL. 

iJf..!_ ' , ~f ? . Dolaucothi Gold Mines: National Trust, Visitors Centre ,Miners' Wa ~· ,:,vec·r 
/ir: tjl- dB r. ay,l0-6.The T:11st has developed t ~e site fo r educati?nal :.~sits,~nd , 
,'f-.:; ~~,- teachers ' curricu lum packs a re a vailable: ·The rtomans and ,elsh _ai,e r,c2 
'-l-~'sS.7 and Culture'.(()ne of the Gold LegP.nds is about Owain Lawgoch a nci '.he 

S l eeninis Kni."5hts - a parallel to t he Arthurian tale)Write to: The National '!'rJst, 
~he Kings Head,Brid.;e Street,Llanrleilo,Dyfed, SA19 ~BB. Also a vailable from t he 
1;ational Trust shop: replica br ooches of Taranis,Celtic god of Thunder (and Met;;.icr?.:-·.\ 

~-s found on the site . These wheel-shaned brooches have been found at Corstop i tu.,i in 
: he Celt ic North also. '!'nP.re seems co-have been an early connection between : he :ir e 
, f t he f~ rge a nd hammering and with the sky god phenomena,blacksmiths have retained 
,he ir aura of magic t hrough t he a.;es.Local residents have fond l'!emories of watchine: 
t he blacksmiths work at ·-hat is now my home -perhaps it was a place t o be warm,;;hen 
times were harder than now ! 
8 .Celtic Crosses of Wales: An exhibition a t Scolton Manor Museum,near Haverford.we~t, 

f rom August Jrrl-September 29th. Stone crosses from West Wales,especially the 
Carew Hie:h Cross. Local s ite-maps, souvenirs,etc •. will be on sale.The organiser i s: 

J ohn Sha:rkey, 'Teg-y-Pistyll,' Glanrhyd, Card.igan,Dyfed SA4J JPE . Tel:(C2J9)-86--<11. 
(This name s hould be familiar to everyone:John Sharkey is author of 'Celtic Mvsteriss­
~he Ancient Reli,e;i on' in the Thames & Hudson,Art and Imagination Series. ) ~-, 
9,Walking in the -Footsteps of t he Celtic Saints:this is the title of a J-day ~ . ~\ 

sacred journey in Saint David's organised by the Wrekin Trust,27-29th fS.-~}llL• "'i"·l 
3eptember.Baserl a t St.Non's retreat on the clifftops,it includes walking ~~-,..~ :,1 
t he ' Golden Road ' Stone-Age Track,unravelling a stone-age circle clock, ;,,..'fi!:_t;!::- · , 
·risiting the Bluestone<';, dowsin,e;, visit to Porth Clais(Arthurian associat·- '{ '. ·e--;::'fy 
ions,talk by artis t Peter .Danie ls on the spiritual q_ualities of the " -

:Jeninsula, atc . Fascinating. lletails:Wrekin Trust, Runnings Park,Croft 3a.nk,llest 
" alvern,Worcs. '11R l4 i+BP. Tel: 0684 892898. I'm s eriously thinking of ' making ~',is 
.;ourney my,;e lf. 

'- 1 . ':'he ·.;elsh Gold Centre- Ce ltic Desil;Yl Jewe llery: Rhiannon i:>,ans' s stunnini; ;;J.:. '.: 

a nd s ilver ~e-..,llery is becoming world -famous ( the Prine~ 0f Wales, Archbish ~? 
Desmond Tutu ,and Jimmy Carter are clients !).She lives anrt works in the ·•-,lsr:­
sneaking market-town of Tregaron (Main Sq_uare, Tregaron,SY25 l,JL) .Her designer -
p:iecP.sa '"eature ancient legends a nd mythology (Cross of Beddi;elert ,Deer of C·-1!1 ~,-cc .. 
<> tc ). 

I nformation on Celtic exhibitions,craftspeople,etc.in Cornwall,Scotland,Irelc.~d 
·,; oulrl l:<'! interesting to feature in future:let's have de tails. 
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, ...... v . Lh I ..1. i s te ned to a n unusual radio play on Lhannel } : :.':_1:_ngn.0m o r .... rows a nn 
-~· 

1 ~ , -.J,qd io Times rtrlvPrtisine: r escribeM it 2_s : 't.he ~agical worl~ ·, f :-=: e ltic 
- rr _nn • •• • t t 1 • t • f l ' D • • --, ·t-h _ ,J.· .,.,orlri .) f murder. c urses and raven.ge.ou s ra.n1?;e ·r ceau 1 u . . av1n 
.'! }~ '..lt t, s ~.!a\' ~xplored +-,he mytholoe;ical rnots of The !~abino.c;i on '~.o ci !'a mat isethe 

\. • 1; rnF1.l :1t~..1e;p;l P ":-;,etwee r:i ~
1

1P :?.mi ~P~alt=>
1
~I was, r~minrlert ·.1 f t ?P. ;-~~me~ ~ i ~cuss~rl bv 

, ofes sor Jean ~arkale 1. n .1omen o •• he -e lts. _f .·,nu haven t r.ippea 1nto this 
.. ,-, r k •' e tails a re: I nner Traditions Ir.te,rnational Ltci., J ne I'1rk S treet, ,bchester, 
•o :::-:,ont 0 57h7 ( , istr±buted by Thorsons i n this country ) . Cover blurb: 'In a ll he r 
wth ic .,;ui.ses - t hP. Lady of the Night, the Rebellious Gaughter, t he Queen of Beginnings ­
·-,oman is a. powerfu l force. Reaching hP.r is a magical act acc nmplisheri by a man who 
~:i-,es , who has overcome his repugnance ,ind is resignerl to a nnihilation i n nrder to 
, i n a ll. This i s t he new man who e mer.o;es i n Celtic myth & legend.' I n Arthurian 
; P. e-enrl .1. lso, th i s was broui,;ht out ful ly i n t he 'Marte d. ' Arthur' uroduction at t h<> 
Lyn e Thea.tre, Hammersmith last year. 
\nc,t r,er • Arr,huria n' pr od uction at the Lyric i n February was Christopher '!eir..s • 
'ThP ?aunrl_I:!:.b)-_e~_•Written in East Ge rmany in 1989 i s is an alle1sory wnich : 
Jinks the futile a uest of the Kni1shts of t he Round Table to f ind t he Grai l " ;: " , 
·d . th r.he a bortive e fforts to 8P.P. Communis m a s a na.nacea f :ir mankind's f, -i' • • ·-

corob lems . J,'.>hn ? <>ter of t he Sunday Time s had little natience with t he • •• • 
: r PmisP.s o f the p lay:'it's as clear as a ~lass of schnapps t hat this is t he ' , . 
~!"l.lmbling com~unis~ regime of_ poor_ o~d comrade HoneckP.r:the play reminds mP ·.·, •,;r, 
•,:' 'l ~mi.ke "' 11 th,aring out of 1 ts h1d.1.ng place : you know exactly what i. ts t ail is 
1nin1s to look l ike,but it t akes a long t ime to e mergP.,' and 'the wife of ~ne :if 
·he '.{nights is s leeping with 1".ordred , a s ur l y yout h who is •1nderstandablv f ed un wi.th 
0; :1-, :-1hoie mvth ological s et-up.' The play was produceti by t hP Crackerl ;H~r::,r Co~panv. 

,~n j une Znd ,;e had 'Knightriders' ,the c ult f ilm which cl.epicts 'Billy ' t he 
' ·:ade r c:r' a gan.-; •) f bikers,a modP.rn rPworking of t he .~rthurian legend i n resnons<> t ,i 
' '7" cu lturai d rop-out of t he loO ' s. Billy tries t o raise his fr iencis ,:.o obser;,e ~lc ­
-~.:.sn i cnP.d c orl.es of honour i n t heir medieval jousts on mot or cycles, wearing; :1.rmour 
~no~ ':arrv.in~ 1.ances, battle axP.s , maces rtnrl. ~r oad.swocis.Inev;t.ablv, the forces o f '~v-il 1 

s.r,, only :,oo ready to dest. roy t heir i~eal s . Interesting but ove~lone;,I t hought. 
~'he o-pP.ra "}awain' ·~y Sir :tarrison 3irtwistle 0 nenect at the ?:ov3.l '.1Dera 

~ -,p;-; i-:ouse, CovP.nt Garden r, n t•a:v ; ,Oth; i. t :s his t hi:M full - scale npe ra.i r.a ve 
;,, t •.&/ · J ·) a nal·rsed s evPral interviews with t he compose r, in newsnaoers and on t . ·,., 

.~'--::'1~~. j"-~ .. a.r.d s tudied a number of .... he first -night reviews : it i~ from : :--i ese 
">,;::::j,~;-~:{. :, ources ~ make my r"lport. Da~id Harsent_ has ·.ritte~ the l ibretto ~hi~h 
,'.;,;. ... _. ~~/~ ~as recei vP.d much praise e::.na ( Sunday Times ) 1 .;ung1.anly. 1 Gawa1n 13 _2d 

~...,.;,._1.:.:;,.l'! t o self-imow l edge( indi vi duation ) , ith ,l ire consP.quences f:, r the. '.:ourt, 
·--••~--,. ·.·1 ith it s eneryated.,polite conventions. Arthur is a t.roubled fi.-;urP. 

<i.e spc--_rately keP.pi ng up t.he status quo; hi8 C:iurt is crumbline;.Thef'eMe.1mysterious 
·,,0men:rorisan ( ;,ho opens t he opera anc'. remains a commentatine: pr,5ence t hroughout-
: hough invisible t o the other c haracters) a nd lady de HautdesPrt ( whose role i s to 
: ~mpt t he he r o ) .Harsent is careful t o n raw out the opposing forcPs of Christ ian 
;-.a.i th a nd pagan sorcery. Beyond the Court lies the untamed menacing world which 
·~awain <a xplores,exposing himRelf to its perils to fulfil his pledgP..Asked why he 
·:·.ad s et t his s t ory to music,Birtwistle sain,' In or de r to have th<> horse imae;e: 
'ie ,_lso said, ' Subjects are chosen to give nramatic life t o t hP. music I want to 
s ompose.' This is important,because t he libretto.written in modern verse, i s serYant 
"o c,his wi. s h. A !1escription of the Passing of a Year,36 lines of verse become 8 
, a11;es ,, f t he Ubretto. The opP.ra is not a s etting of t he original r-omancP but -, f a 
·s nPCi?.lly c.e vis 0 d poetic libretto.Critics vary-as opera critics do -in +:heir 0 valuation· 
1 1 :ho : alancP. betweP.n the music a nrl i ts t heatrical exprPssion. The Sunday Times: 
•~he ~usic is Erucknerian,slow-paced ,expressionistic a nn unrP.mittinglv at~nal.The 
: .1de pendent: 'I r!o not think ':he work as a whole will e ver live ·ip to ·· its ~c ::ire.' 
~'r:,se rw, r : '·Gawa in packs a terrific nunch,his music t akes nossession of thP act.ion 
i :1:::te:=td r; f merely illustratin~ it.'· I t hink these commP.nt~ Nill ~nable us to under~ 
:-- r. a nd t he i mplications of? 'a memorable i111ae;e is ~,he entry of t he Green Kni.<sht 
'.J C! h i s mighty h::>rsP,' 'the decapitated head ,held a loft , sings to a n a s ton- • 
'.·:h"i c::inrt ' a n'i 'the laser-cone P,T·ePn chapel is somethine; ~o bring the 
:, ;_,J s t-.., "~"-' :Out:' t hP long masque gradually descends into anti-climax, 

iD spi t ~ of the quality of the music:Gawain's Journey music is overwhelming; 
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~n its :--ow""'r:3. s nnwbound lanrlscapP. is ·..:onderfully f'vokecl' a nct ' Composer ~nrl librcti!:>t 
r ~.v" f : i l~r 1 t. ~ +,hi.:1Y. ~'1nsi ~• t,P r.tl·, ~.n t e!:'ms '"'?~ live thE.:.c1.r,re. • I 1,),.1 k fnr.•r?.r i:-1 t ,1 

,-~ar.ing a first -hand re,view by one Jf our musical buffs. 
··13ITC: , 2XHIBP'IONS ,c:1URSE~··, : 
~inrl ow Man,Manc hestP. r : The ' Lin<low Man' r,: xhibition is now hack at Manchester 

Museum from March Z"ith-SP.ptP.mber 21st . Contact: The Uni vP. r s it:v ,Manchester Ml39PL, 
Tel: or-,1-27 5-2634.Kate Pollaro revie>wed Anne Ross ilnd 00n Hobins' book: 'The Lifo 
a nd "eath of a [1ruicl Princ e ' ( Rie.P.r,£14, 9 5,1989) in Pendragon XX/1. 

'cilmelot Adventure Theme Fark: I am not :s uggP.s tin.<s this venue as a nP.rious Arthurian 
- ·'site' .. but ·,if .vou are t rave lling north a nd the kidd ies want Rome fun, t here' s 
Kini,; Arthur's Onening ,:erP.mony,' 'MPrlin' s Mae;ic Show,' jouRting tournaments, 
'King Arthur's Grand Parade ,' Royal Falconers ,Medieval Entertainers ,and the 

'Dragon Flyer' anrl 'Kingtiom in the Clouds.' FurthP.r information: (02 57 )453044 , 
0r wri tP.: Camelot Advent.urP Th<>me Park ,Guest Care,Charnock Richard,Chnrley ,Nr. 
PrPston, Lancs. PR7 5Ll'. (You have been warned: ) 

:i ,,wPr of Wales Cf' ntrP: Llanberis,Gwynedd,1155 1HJR . Tel: (0286) 870636.Merlin is your 
• • e:uir.e to 'a fasci.nating ,j ourn<>y through time to revPal to you thP. nower of Wales.' 

This is done met;,,phoric2-llv and factually.With animatf'd models,films,slid,:,s an--' 
special e ffects Merlin r ecount8 the history of \/ales down the c<>nturi<>s: Celts, 
:lruid s , R'>mans ,S t .. "a vii, ThP. Prince 8 , !'c. virl Lloyd Gecri,;e, and t akes yr:,u 
rin a ,risi t underi,;rounrl to SP.e the lar gest pump,erl storagP. power 
station i.n Europe. Locaten on the A4086 at th<> foot of Snowdon. 

Hereford ; Mapr,a Mundi Exhibition_ 1?91 : At Hereford Cathedr al.Mon-Sat . 
Winter;ll. J0-12. 30 ,2 .JO- J .JO. Easter to October: 10. 00-4.15. 
Hereford Cath<>dral,5 The Cloi ste r,Hereford HRl ZNG. 
HP.reford Thr P.e Choirs Festival 1991:18th-2Jrd August.Concerts 

in the- Catherlral and other venues. be tails:Hon.Assistant Sec., 
(Press & Publicity ) 2lizabeth Dibben, 3 Orchan'. Close ,Bodenham, 
Hereford HRl JJ J . Tel : (056 884) 624. 
HP.refordsh ire Secret & Sac rP.d: Sunday 15 SeptP.mber-Saturciay. ( /)hPP.'-1 ( /)\ ·1 )I )I 

215-t · /3e ptem·:er .Bas<>ci. on t he Celt ic kingdom of Archenfie ld or Erging ,a 
cradlP. of thP. sacrerl t each ings .'.) f Celtic Christianity-tale s of Arthur 
abound-Knights Temnlars were initiateti there.A holiday of rl isc overy based 
at noulston Court in a bend of t he RivP.r Wye,. f\etails : David Mi rld leton, 
Merry Cottae;e ,Grafton,He reford HR2 8BL. (0432 2 76966) . '/isitR to hillf:irt 
of AconburY,Norman church of Kilueck,Llantony AbbP.y,Arthurian sites ,Templ2.r 
s ites,Herefom ( Mappa Mundi exhibition ) ,Castles in the Monnow valley. 
~vening lecturP.s on Arthurian and Templar t hemes. 

] t_o_ne_ Cir_cl_.,,s ,Crop Circles and n thPr Magical 3ite§: 
A Summ<>r pile:rimagP.,led by 11avid Furlong anrl Hamish MillPr, a uthor of '"'.'he 
Sun and the SP rpent' ( on the 5 t .Michael Line) .This includes talks but 
ma inly practical, '/isi ts to PershorP. A bbP.y, Tewksbury Abbey ,Gloucester 
Catherlral,Glastonbu:r:,and Stanton Tl rew, dows ing r,n the Malv,arn Hills , 
AvPbury,Silbury Hill,West Kennet Lo ne; Barrnw,a crop circle.IncludP.s full 
board and accommo-:ation,travel to s ites,entrance fees. Details from: 
New AgP. Fublicatbns Ltd.,Runnine:s Park ,Croft Bank,West Malvern,Worcs.WR14 4BP. 
Sunday llth-F'rirla y 16 August. 

_i'he Te mpes1:. S<> minars : The Fhoebus Cart Theatre Company has been performing 
ShakespearP.'s play at unique sites: the.Rollri~ht. StonP.s Corfe Castle and the site 
of the Globe Theatre, London .Peter Dawkins , a.n authority 0n Shakespeare and Western 
W1edo111 Traditions ,has bP.en holding a se ries of paralle l Seminars to reveal the' hidden 
~nowle~ge ,inner mP.anings ann transformative power of t his myRtical play.'The last 
nf these a rP. a t t he Globe on 6th a nd 7th July. Contact: The Secretary,Roses Farm, 
C.: pwell ?.oad, UppP.r Tysoe,Warwick CV35 l)TN, or ring:Ticketmast<,r,P. O.B6x 43,Loncion, 
·,.'C2N 4NX ( 071- 379 - 4444). I founrl t his information at t he Rollright S tones when I 
visited t hP.m this month. 
300KS: 

J.. ThP. Ele ments of t he Druid Trad ition, Philip Carr-Gomm ,ElP.ment '.looks. 
£ If ~99." ·Publi~hed ·5ou;· May. By t he founder and chief of the Ordn -,f 

Bards,Ovat,as anrl r:ruids . 
2. The /i.~thur :; f thP :.f~ l :.h , :~rLRach~l Brnmwich . ~1Pntir:med last time . 

JunFe 1991 ,Univ~r:s ity of WalP.s·Pres s . £27. 50. 
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=1 · .... ·· !i ~ ti ••• ~.h• ~ · ; 1•·,ii, 1 ·, : _.;dnr. ;. :tt r. ~l t'.W.S . . ,~u.:1 rict.:i , ~:7.~o . 
~'- -,· ,·~hn' s ~ntho lo~y volumP~ which ~xa min~ s th~ wnrk and wrttin~: - -~ ~rv 

! i.!.!;UrP.~ in ~,hP. ..:;rail auPSt. - ~=tncient anri modern . :-,xcellent editorial comment 
• •7 hnb lP hibli.:,s. 

A.n-

r:!~~ ~f?~ !· ?-' ~'. .\N : 

: woulc' like to retract thP. B ther g lib ,, ismisssal I macte 0f the Omn i bus 

• 

~oc um,,ntary ' ThP Green Ma n ' s hown on T. V. l ast NovPmbe r .I have wiltchP<i i.t 
:5ew~ral times since ;i,nr. , within the l imi tations of the pro.'Z"ramme lencth 3.?"?·; 

fJ~~t , ~t w~s ~n ~onest a t~empt to_present th~s formir.able icon to the 
~~ on~ . r •. s t ne ? ror. ucer ,J 11 lia? ne nn.q~es w:o t ~·,The GrPPn Man Sc!P.ms t o he 
- .,sum1ng new relevance 1.n this a.P;:e ot PC'0Lo.-;1cal awar~ness , he is an 
ambie;uous Rnd s urpr ising character who has appeared over the cen turies as" 

• pae,;an p;orl a nd a le;, fy Chr istian s ymbol of ve isP.t,ation. Like lif P and art r,p 
is essent i ally a mystery .' 

' haw, Yen , 0 adin.,i: 'iJeen Man-thP. Archetyp<' of our One n<'ES wi th thP. Ear t h ' wi th g;reat 
,,nJoyment:It is b:v '// ill iam Anderson, photoe;raphs bv Clive Hi cks.'l'hey a ppear in t he 
0:ornbus r'tlm,tracking <iown F,reen me n in c hurches . Details : Harper Collins,1990, 
~hP ~SBN classi r' ication s a r P.:1.Grt' en Man (tale ) , 2.Archetvpe (psychology) , J . Christia n 
Art ? n" S vmholism. There .vou have i.t;it is :i.11 of thes<' a nd more,much mor f'.lt is a 
·ai2,a ?.. n'.l cul turer w0r k , full of human insight. 
: """' r'~li. P.:htf'd when the Wr <'kin Tn1st rec,rntly sent mP i nformati on of the f-,llowing 
>urs,, i ~hich I havP. alrearly h0ok,,.;) : 'Th<' Green Man - A day's s earch fo r t he Green Man , 
~:,e G, th1c and t he Grail in WinchP.stPr.' Date : 19th October , Fee: £J7( inclurles lunch ) -· 
'·'" nue: ,:i ne: Alfr<'ri ' s Co llrep;e , Wi nchest<'r. ( P<'ndraison Soc ietv was fo rmed i n Wi nchester ) '. 
Tutors : '.·i illiam Anc'erson & Cli VP. Hicks. Morning: A richl.v- i l lustratert i ntr oduction t:i 

the s ubJ"c t :0 :o f The Grren Man a nd The Arthurian Le9;P. nds wi th which WinchP.ster has stror,g 
·>onnec t.vrns. lunch .. ,ftP. rnoon: To t he Catheriral returnine; tn th<' Collt:ge fnr a fina l 
'.;F.ss i 0n , :'ou ' ll have t'.J hurry , it ' s booking up fast,the archety-pe is blowing in the ,i:id 

Wrekin rrns t , Runnin'ss Fark,:.: r oit BanK ,W.Malvern,'liorcs.'riR14 4B? .Tel : 0684 30289[', , 
The y can a lso supplv the book , post includer :£15. 25 , 

:''.'nrlragon UI - 2 (Dec.78, l-!idwintP.r issue } was titled ' ;'h,i Gre,in Man' .It • 
1~n~~,.; ~'_'-'o ~hem~s :-:;~wain & t.he GrePn Kril~ht ' and 'Gn~en Men & Sew~red Heada . 1 ~ _ 

_:.,rta.Lv , ~: -=-~ .:.so ~!.nn.,unceC t.he . dPat:1 of .;~s~ ?ost~r 1)n Jc~n.28+,h ,1979 ) .In tha.t St, ~~J .,,,.,,, 
, ~su"' ,1m Pc,rtPr t"?lls how hP. came to write his ' Sir Gawain ' folk opera in 'lJ ~ 
c,hP mumm inP.: .. rarl i tion . In 1976 Tim f o rmP.d th<> Green 3ranch , thP. r:omnanv which Jt!1 
P~ r'.0r?11°~ his wor!-:s - mainly in t:ie \JP.st Country.In +,h P. programme for ' Gawain' 
-which ;.,a.s :JP.rforn.P.d ·•ith ' Robin Haorl. & the Turkish Knie;ht '-Tim wr ot<','Arthur ' s 
'.~n ie-hts st.rue;glP.r. t o prAsP.rvP. aritain I s h~ritag;P in a carba.rous agp ,an~ to transrn~ t _ ... 
to th?sc- who came 'lftP.r. The GrPPn Branch has mor0 pe?.ceful methocis( music & drama ) ""t 
,ur 'l.ims ctre similar.We state ,without prP.tP. nrl ini; to unclerstanrl , certain essential themes 
which to,, oftP n is o unregarded in t his s t r a nge centurv, whPn ' myth ' has come to mean 

' ·rnt !".1th ' -+.he ~xact o,ip-isi t"' of its ac tual meaninP' :In 197R thP "fod wose' or Green /".an 
:, :is_ a.chpt 0 n as the company Pmbl<>m (ab'.) VP riisht ) .ThP.:r statPrl , ' Our emblP.m ser.,es as 2 
r ,ominrler nf Br itai!!'S a nciP. nt h 0 ritage,wh ich consta ntly takes mew shapP.s , but which 
"lw;a_vs r"main s a live. ' We, honour thP. me mor y of Jess Foster a nd t r e1tsure t he w0rk of 
the Gr~en Branch. 
'l'.lbin H'>od: Tim ' ~ opera continuf's a lo!!g tn.d itirm ; in 11,73 Sir John Past.">n wr ote of 
one ,,; :.;aode,an amat<>ur actor hP. hact en11;agerl 'to pleye 3eynt Jorge and Robvhod anct 
Shr:vff -1ff 1/otynha!'l. ' A fragmf'nt ,-,f the play F> Xists . In it R7bin 'i1oocl e nga~es in a 
sP.r1°s " f snort.ing contests - compP.ting at a r cher:v , s tone thr owini,; , wn,stlin9; a nrl he 
hP he:icts his :>ppnnent in a swore' fight, ( Shades of F.rr ol Flynn :ind 'i'ouglas Fairbanks ; . 
A pr'JtPstant polemicist of the :s ixteP. nth ce ntury deplor,-d th<' popularity of Robin Eoori 
:ilav~ which led. , in hi s vie w, to 'l"'<dness anct ribaldry,' Si nce then we havP. ha'l many 
?rs 1~ns , p la:ve~ in var ious ~tyles: :)ougla.s Fai rba.nks (aero batically ) ;Er rol Flynn 
• nanrl ,,omely I ; P.icharr! Gr eene 1apt name - gentkmanly ) ,young Mr ,Connery (haunt i ngly ,aide:! 

by Sl1tnnad s ini;in g ' Herne ' , ' Darkme r e' ,' St r a nge Land ' , a nrl ' Ancien t 
r'orP.st ' - Robi n ?,O<'S ha.ck ~- long wa:v ) . Two mo r e films a r e imminent, one 
;.,ith F:i.trick Bersrin and Uma Thurman ,a Maid Marion of the 90 ' s with 
:;;uts ;,.nd charactP.r . Ass Barr., N0rman put it, ' Poll tax payers do n ' t. ha L: 
neP.~ Robin Hood now '.' Clad in Lincoln e:r eP. n, a rmed with bow & a rrows , 
horn slune; from his s houl~er ; roaming the grP.enwoori of Sherwoorl Fores t, 

.
-.rp-;r; · ~ 4.a.'1,. with his 1-'.<>rr:v Men .. this is 'thP. nlrl Robin Hnod of ln1,l'lnrl , • a:s Shak<·<; -

' "P"are call,erl him a n~ as we know him tc,<:laY,But , rl i<J h<' F>ver rP.ally rexi,;t? 
:ln~ place whP.r.e they havP. irlPaS 1.bnut t his i0: t:lP. ".'j :: it :)rs C..=- ntrP 1n 

~!iP rd" n11 :'rn •P st , nr r.~live ~is .:ir·1•1i=> r. tures ?~t ' Th~ T-:1.les .-)f H0bin Hnotl 1 N'1t tingham . 
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: , r') T . .... C 7. ::,... rtl nP."h~ m:=:ini l"f! '"".n1 m+~v ~nunr::l ':" ....,11 r ! ~m.':r-i-ar.t : r : -- .ri;n :.:n'I :5 P,F' :Y'( ~ O?~ , '.,i Ast, 

jri:!gf:nYi. ,Nnt..t. i..nR"na m ;-j~;: -S~ . -:-'"l : 1_,.'At 2 'i ~t~li?l'5. 
, xcHANGf j 'ILJRNALS : 

...., 1 . !)uonda.m et ?u t.un1s, has n,J w ne r geri. ,.; i th 'Arthuri v..n ::1tP r,,retations' tn ,:rea te a 

1uarterlv .Journal for ' juried full - lern,:th s cho l arl:v "ssays on t he Ar1:hurian l<"genc; ,as 
::iell s.s cu rrent pr ofe ss ional news. ' It is now nublished by t.!1P. [,nglish r<>partm,ent ,f 
:-'emnhis State lJnivP rsity , Memphi s ,T<rnnesssee Jf315Z . It has e merP:Pct as a wF>ll - produc e~ 
.;ourn:a. l, ;:;. n<!. t his first issuP. ( under the title ' Quonctam <>t F'uturus ' No.l.) c,ontains 
,-ome v 0 r:v intPr~sting ::i.rt ic les . In p'lrt i.cula r I enjovP.rl 'What Tennyson 
r~a lly r' id t o Malory ' s 1.fo men ' (t'aurP.en "'riPs) a nrl 'ImprisonP.d in thP. nhallic 
0ak:Marion Zimmer Bradl,ey ;a_nd Merlin's Seductress ' (Karen £ .C . Fuoi,;) . It is 
.a:oorl t o hav0 a n Ar thurian bas<'d journal on a pa r with P .1-1 . L. A. ,etc. 

'.! . . ''.'.:a;-thuulse' hits also changed its name,it is now 'Mystic_al Realms ' . 
Sharon Dunlop has moverl to Myrtle l'.:ottage ,?nre St r eet, Sidbury ,Sidmout.h, 
I'evon E: XlO OSI' . She a lso run s a book se rvicP. und.er the same name (SAE) . 

'.;IRCIES : 
I havr: br,in bus:v ,;iursu i ng my studies nf thP ';lhiteleaverl 'la k l"ecaison cir cle. 1/isits to 
:-lor'ley ( Sh ropsahirf' ) , F'ield ( Staffordshire ) ctml Cor ine,; ( Oxforr.shire )arP to be 
f'Jll JWPci. un with e xneditions to Llando'lery ;,.nd Llantwit Major soon . An °xcitine: 
devP l0:iment is t he poss i bilit:v t hat th i s circle i.s one of +.hr,-e , interlocking +,o 
form ?.. tric.kf'lP. with a s hield - shaped •~oly ' centre .,,h i ch includes Avebur v .More .·: 
, his :!.,o.te r .I ~.'.me to beg in 'ofritinis something up t his Au tumn, 

@ 
~8Bori~£~\l-li.sal nf t his manifes tation is nresenter bv Jennv Ran"le s in 
0 xchange j0urna.i 'The i ild Places' No . 2 .'C! ~uces t ershire ,~arth M:vste!"i?.a>' 
;r'1 , ll . carri:!S three artic l e s. ' Round anrj Round in Circles • }:)y Q.? . Sull iv~.n, 
~la ~ms to be -:tn '·.rpdate (; nJ :he :?i~arre c or.1 ~~rc~e ~o~ati~~ : :.~ 3ri":~~!1 

c,:< .urini,; thP s ummer nf 1990 . . hP. ·,1r1.ter 1•1otPs ,0lin .,narew , .: ,s as c! a 
a:rPat universal fi ne;P.r has writtPn on t h<' :ields of Southern °:na:lanc' .. ' 
I know vP.ry little a bout ~hesP mattPrs , l:ut t his article ,,ade ~e sit ·1p 

·vhrin I rear! , 'Accord.in!! t.o t he 2. ocal ~ r PSS, bPtweP.n Mav and i·! iri-July 1990 ,5 ·J f')rm ­
atians,mainl.v c ircles,had appearrrl .i.n ·.wo s~uare miles of cou ntry betweP.n .:alne ~nd 
~evi zes ' 2nrl. 1 N0 on~ was prP.pareri. :'.':, r :he complexity ')f pat terns -..,hich a~';)eared ~n 
;::1.mnshire .~.n-4 i-iiltshire this ·;ear. ' ':'hesc areas ::.re in the ' r.hield ' at ~hr- :µn t. :-~ -; f 
t,hP. ~r i s kP.le I have mentioned ' i n rP.lat i on to rnv nwn s tudies .Frnbabl y j ust c '.Jinci:'Snce? 

An0the r asnect that interested me is t he appe a rance ; f 'Key ' or I Finger' -:: n3.p-ed 
s:vmbols stretchin~ :,ut from -:.hree of t:1'= ::-in~s ,1.t t h~ comylex formations • .. ·h i ch ::.~?ean~rl 
at Altcin BarnPs ('~ ilts) on 14 Jaly 1990 . They r"semble ~.he fi nger- like ext=nsions 
~f t he 3 t ,Mi chael fo r ces c1 owse1 by Hami s h Mill"r 0n Clas ton bur y Tor an'l Llustra : 0 d 
in his book ' The Sun a nd t he Serpent, ':'h i s bnok is reviewed i n the sam<' issue ,, f 
'Gloucester s h i r P. Earth MysteriP.s' -noc too favourably, -:~-
KING ARTHUR THE SP.COND : :s::,_- · 
I havP. ':Jeen resear ching the poss i bility of Arthur ' s return ,no t as his ..,!'~:.1~1 i7. 
fleshly self but in t he persona nf a clai mant to the Br itish throne , born .. ~1-~ 

i.n the l ine of success ion to our royal rlvnasties. The most obvious d ~t~:):i/~. 
examnlP is Pr ince Arthur ,son of Henry VI I , but there are t wo more Arthurs, { !.,_~ ',it''\~ 
;,ho mi ght have beP.n kin!!; , In studying th<'sP. matters I havP. lookerl at 
the birth dat.e s of our monar chs a n~ related them t o the ir astr oloisical sun- sig;ns, 
(only for fun, I'm n~t trying to make an esoteric case ) the results are int~resti~~­
Al l th i s next time; I'm i,;et ting sleepy so I' 11 t urn my face to t he wall fJr a whi:e . 

B:v the wa:v ,no one s eems to hav0 takP. n me to task fo r calling the f i ve bir's in ::.ast 
Talkin~ Hearl 'the birds of Rh iannon. ' ThPr e we r e t hree in t he origi nal tal~ '. 
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l[ HEAR ye) 
RUMOUR-TISM & ARTIIUR-WRITERS 

Our live-wire Cornish correspondent, Beryl Mercer . sends a 
c lip from The Western Morning News of May 20th. Once 
again the indefatigable Professor Norma Goodrich of the 
U.S. discoverer of the Round Table at Arthuroon and 
Arthur's grave at Arthuret (near Gretna) - has managed it . 
She has located the burial placilitf Queen Guinevere! The 
whereabouts of her grave has lo puzzled the rest of us 
but not any more. Neither at Tin gel nor at Glastonbury 
is Arthur · ~ worthy consort buried but in Meigle churchyard 
on Tayside. Exasperated Professor Thomas, head of Cornish 
studies at Exeter University , pooh-poohs the idea. 
'Nonsense' . he says, 'there is no such person as 
Guinevere. she never existed. This stone is in fact a 
well-known Pictish stone .' • 

So there we have it; the stone is Pictishious and Gwen 
is fictishious. Or is she? One reads o f this scholarly 
dispute with mixed feelings. Either way Tintagel and 
Glastonbury lose out . (See also page 31J 

REFERENCE LIBRARY 
Member Sue Newland has inaugurated the Green Dragon 
Library at her home in S.Herefordshire . She has books on 
such subjects as Celtic/Druidic history. myth and reli­
gion. art. Celtic Christianity and Saints. Glastonbury , 
Ancient Wisdom. Earth Mysteries. Gaia . the Grai 1. 
Cosmology and Folklore to name but a few . Write (SAE 
please) or phone for details of times and charges, study 
weekends etc . to: Green Dragon Library , 1 Fairview. Three 
Ashes , Herefordshire HR2 BLU. Tel: (St.Weonards)09818 505. 

Sue says she eventually seeks the development of a 
cultural centre within an organic community; like the 
Celtic saint foundations based on study, herbalism , arts 
and crafts, husbandry and worship. She is seeking 
funding/sponsorship from like-minded people to set it up. 

ARTHURIAN REVIVAL 
The Age of Arthur seems set to return - if the widespread 
and growing interest in our Pendragon proves anything . We 
have radio and TV programmes. the Carling Black Label 
'Lady of the Lake' advert. , and the Mobil involvement with 
the dig at Tintagel. having given Arthurian names to 
their latest oil-fields. But now [fanfare o f trumpets!! -

'THE CAMELOT CHESS SET' [ta-raa!) 
Made in fine pewter and comprising rather nicely sculpted 
models of Arthurian personages, it will set you back a 
mere £456 . 00 £14.25 per piece, the chessboard/cabinet 
being free when you've bought them all. 

The Camelot Chess Set is supplied by Danbury Mint of Cox 
Lane. Chessington, Surrey KT9 lSE. (CHESS-ington? That's 
GOT to be an arcane coincidence! Why, even the postcode 
starts with KT - the chess abbreviation for Knight!) 

A more significant point. which will have escaped the 
manufacturers but will immediately register with Pendragon 
members. is the tacit support it gives to Malory's site 
for Camelot - ' WIN-CHESS'-ter. Reserve your set NOW. How 
can you lose? 

[Note by Anne: 'No, Eddie, you're NOT getting o ne for 
Christmas . Just stick to learning Snakes and Ladders . .. 'I 
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E:xcha.nge Journals 
----------------------------------

1:AERDROIA Editors Jeff and Deb Saward . 53 Thundersley 1,rove. 
Benfleet. Essex SS7 3EB. Mazes a nd labyrinths. Yea rl y . Wr:te fc, 
details with SAE. o r phone 0268 75 1915. 

DRAGON Editor Ch~rles Fvan -Gunther . Dracron. c/o 9 Earls Le:l.. 
Flint. Clwyd •~H6 5BT . North Wales. Arthunan and Da rk Age matter::. 
Four issues for £4 . 50 

FOLKLORE FRONTIERS - Editor Paul Screeton. 5 Egton Drive. Seat ~~ 
Carew. Hartlepool. Cleveland TS25 2AT. Co ntemporary legends . urban 
belief tales. Four issues for £4.00 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE EARTH MYSTERIES Editor Danny Su 11 i v:i. n. G:C:•l 
Magazine. 49 Moore nd Road . Leckhampton. Cheltenham. Glos. GL:3 
OET. Three issues for £5 . 00 

MERCIAN MYSTERIES - Editors Bob Trubshaw and Paul Nix. 12 Cr0mer 
Road. St. Ann's. Nottingham NG3 3LF . Four issues for £5.00 

NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES Editor Rob Wilson. 40b Welby ?lac~. 
Mee1·sbrook Park. Sheffield SB 9DB. Three issues for £2. 95 • 

THE BRISTOL TEMPLAR Editor Julian Lea-Jones. 33 Sprir.gfie:~ 
Grove. Henleaze . Bristol BS6 7XE. Local historv. Membersh1c wi::-, 
monthly meeti ngs a nd 4 journals p.a. £8.00 • • 

QUONDAM ET FUTURUS : Quarterl y for Arthurian Studies. Mi ldrec. Lear:-:' 
DaY. editor, 22 12 Pinehurst Drive. Gardendale AL 35071. Cverse~s 
subscriptions $20.00. by first c lass airmail. An • Indeoende~: 
newsletter' sharing Arthurian news fr om several Societies. Acat ­
emies and Universities 1n America . Academic a nd l iterary emchas1s. 
Board o f directors includes Valerie Lagorio. University· 0f :~wa. 

THE WILD PLACES: Editor Kevin McC lure. 42 Victoria Road. ,1ou~.: 
Charle s . S t . Auste 11. -::ornwa 11 PL25 4QD. New Age research. :'1y;::r.c:. 
UFOs. Wicca etc. etc. Sing le issue £1 . 75: 4 issue s £6. 0 0 

LETTER TO WESTERN MORNING NEWS 

'I can ' t altogether ,3.gree·with Professor Thomas's a l leaed 2t:;.teme~.-:. 
that Gu inevere never existed Her name . a ~orru~t i on :f c • . ~ 
early Gwy nl)wyvaer. _ 1s g enuinety Celt1c a nd might ,nn t :;.,: _ t~--= 
existence or a prominent woman o r that name sometime 1n post-~om'=~ 
Britain . wnether she was act ually linked to the historic :.\r-:.r.·_,. 
is a n unanswerable question. 

'Nor c an I agree with your statement that Tintagel has _:l.iwa~s 
been traditi onallv identified as Camelot. No serious sr.u,::ent : : 
Arthurian fact oi- mvth has ever done so: South Cadbury :::a2t l -,, :~. 
Somerset is usuall y sGgqested as the site of Camelot. In ~r-:.huri,;.~ 
lore. Tintagel has only eve r been the birthplace of Arthur .. . 
Writer. Cra ig Weatherhill. shares Prof. Thomas's exasperati :.n -:.r,,;.: 
Burke's Peerage should give credence to Prof. Norma Goo,::.r::h = 
'unfounded c laim ' to have found Guinevere's grave. (See · ~ear ~e 

[Ed: Despite academic conJecture. it can be asserted that t ~e t :~ 
o f Pedigree Chum found by a legend-laden cairn in Breconshire c :::. 
no t come from the •;rrave o f Arthur's hound Cabal but from ,esc: . 
Scholarly argument that 'Cabal' is sometimes c :i.lled · ·:=.f;;.L 
(horse ). thus establishing a link with dog food. is invalid. l 

.fa:TYST.ICAL .REAL~S 
(was Earth Pu1sal 

Con tact Network / Maaazine investigating stone ci r c les. 2a:r ~: 
s ites . leys. geoma ncy~ dowsing. mazes , electromagnetism: we:l! . 
c roo c ircl es. the oara normal. Includes personal :onta•:t cist! 
titles. book review~. organisations to contact. books ~or s~1! 0 

forthcoming field crips and much more! Yearly ~ubscript10~. ---: _.:: 
Ior :our 1ssur::s . ': •:.ir.t:.1r..:-:. Sh::.ron Dunlop.Mystical ~e a.. :ns . ~-1~,r:---. • -:= -

' .. }age.Fo1·e 2t1·eet . .3i::.b•1rv. :3idmouth. D;;von EXlO )SD. f,:,r =- '=·. =.: • • ': ,r 
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