






































Bronze finish casts of
Newgrange Triple Spiral, Rock
Valley Labyrinth from Tintagel,
Celtic Wheel. Also from Body and
Soul.
% CALENDARS AND BOOKS
1l.Calendars:
Celtic Symbolism: paintings on
Celtic themes. £9.95.
Lunar Tree Calendar: the 13 lunar
months, with associated plants,
animals, festivals. £5.75.
Highly recommended.
Both from Body and Soul,
Edinburgh.
2.Llanerch Publishers: Publish a
series of small-press facsimile
reprints. Over 80 titles of
Celtic interest/Saints/Anglo-
Saxon/Medieval, etc. Beautifully
produced and CHEAP. Some titles:
Mabinogicn Tales, Black book of
Carmarthen, Joseph of Arimathea.
Average price: £4.95.
I'm slowly buying my way through
the whole list !
Lists from: Llanerch Publishers,
Felinfach, Lampeter, Dyfed,
Wales, SA48 8PJ.
(0570-470567).
3.Pendragon Imprints: With
No.Z.completed and published I'm
reading through our past editions
ready to start work on the first
Thematic Anthology in the New
Year.
% ARTHURIAN ROLE PLAYING
Last time I wrote about Kingdom,
the Arthurian board game, but I
was unable to find an address for
a supplier. Naturally, we have
received enquiries from members
about its availability ! I
visited John Benney of The
Gameskeeper Specialist Games
Shop at 105 Cowley Rd., Oxford,
OX4 1HU (6865-721348); he told me
he can supply the de-luxe version
at £27.99 and agreed to be our
Pendragon contact for role-
playing games.
Readers who are into Dungeons and
Cragons will find Chaosium Inc.
000ks by Greg Stafford will give
them everything they need to set
1p their own role-play games.
T'hese American books, copiously
tllustrated, are fascinating to
drowse even if you don't want to
diay. Here's a list:

2709 .King Arthur Pendragon.
£12.99 (Basic Text)

2706 .Tournament of Dreams.
(Pendragon Adventures)
2707 .Knights Adventurous.

(Pendragon Expansions)

2708.The Boy King. (Arthur
claims the Throne of Britain)

2705.The Grey Knight. (Gawaine
accused of Murder)

2710.Savage Mountains.
(Adventures in Legendary Wales)

2901.Prince Valiant. (Family
role-playing based on comic
strip)

Also of interest are:

The King Arthur Companion,
background to the legends,
Phillis Ann Karr,
(Book).

Excalibur, a boxed game from

Wotan Games, £17.50.
If you you have a local games shop
ask about these titles - postage
costs will have to be included
from Oxford. You could also write
to America for descriptive
literature to Chaosium Inc., 950-
A 56th Street, Oakland, CA 94608-
3129.

% CELTICA LECTURES

I attended the iast two Celtica
1992 lectures.

The Mythology of Arthur was given
by Dr. Anne Ross at ECTARC,
Llangollen on 25th September. Dr.
Ross made comparisons between
Arthur and Fionn “ac Cumhaill as
legendary hunters who led war
bands, performed heroic feats and
harrowed the Otherworld for its
treasures and talismans,
fighting with monsters and
transformed deities. The lecture
focussed on the theme of a bear
god (Art,,'bear') who may have
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ed with a historical Celtic
o. The iconography of pagan
tic times was illustrated in a
ies of wvivid slides which
ked the strange beauty of the
tic vision. Dr. Ross is a sure
de to the mysterious
dowlands of Celtic
history. My cup was filled to
rflowing by my enrollment of
r new members and Dr. Ross
self!
second lecture, at
elwyddan Castle on 3lst
ober, was to have been given by
Bedwyr Lewis Jones; sadly,
ever, this great Welsh scholar
. personality died suddenly on
h August. His place was taken
his University <colleague
ydd Glyn Jones. Marilyn and I
e delighted with the lecture
spent the early evening with
rles Evans Gunther, Editor of
igon, so it proved to be another
ellent day. Charles has kindly
eed to our printing his review
the lecture in this
tion.
ELTICA 1993
tica is to continue its
ivities for a third year and
ther splendid brochure has
n issued, full of interesting
's of events and festivals to be
d in Wales next year and two
ture articles: Some Ancient
irchyards and The Waters of
.es. These publications bring
:at credit on The Wales Tourist
rd, as indeed, do all their
1lications and products. Send
your copy to: Celtica, The

es Tourist Board, Brunel
se, 2 Fitzalan Rd., Cardiff,

Glam., CF2 10y (0222~
909).

would be foolish of me to list
. same information but I would
‘e to draw your attention to The
tic Heritage Summer School
th-26th June) to be held at St.
niol's Residential Library,
rarden, Clwyd. Dr. Miranda
en and other leaders will
1lore Celtic paganism, the
wth of the Celtic Church, its
rituality and art, with a tour
Celtic sites in North Wales.
itact Keith Thompson (0244-

532350).
Howarden is about 6 mi
Chester and was the home
Minister Gladstone. Res
accomodation is simg
comfortable and the fou
AND there are 30,000 bool
splendid neo-Gothic lib:
% OTHER LECTURES AND COIl
1.King Arthur - Myth, Ron
Reality. Two day course
5.00 p.m.,13th Feb.93
P.m.,14th Feb.
Residential: £39.25;
residential: £34.75
The Enrolment Secretar:

Extra Mural Studies
University, Mancheste
9PL.

2.Aberystwyth Celtic
School. 11th~30th July,
Theological
Aberystwyth. World famou
school that gives new
into the disciplines 0o
studies.
Contact: Gerald Morgar
Laura Place, Aberystwytl
(0970-622577)

% EXCHANGE MAGAZINES
Dragon. This is really
exchange magazine t
concerned with Arthur
Dark Ages and should be
our sister/brother jour
current edition (Autunr
92.) is a double one and :
with fascinating article
is a biography and inters
Rosemary Sutcliff compl
biblio.and two fine phot
also an excellent bool
section and some fascina-
about the activities o
Blackett and Wilson, t
known Arthurian experts
Wales. If you are
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TINTAGEL AND THE ARTHURIAN MYTHOS by Paul Broadhurst (Pendrag
Press, ng 888, Launceston, Cornwall PL135 7YH. 203pp £35.00.)
(There 1is no administrative connection with the proprietors
PENDRAGON magazine, though obviously their subjects overlap.)

As your own friendly Pendragoman will doubtless be delighted
confirm for the Dbenefit of Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury and h
many admirers, the word Mythos is of course the singular
Qg;thos (= Arthos, or Arthur.) Since Arthur is himself a high
singular character with a highly plural origin, there can hard
be a_bet;er word for him. So they've got the title correct anyw
~ which is a promising start. Simply judged as an aesthetic obje
gntlrelyilrrespective of its literary content (I'll come to th
in a minute) the Dbook 1s a really beautiful production wi
artistry and craftsmanship in superb combination. The cover h
gold-effect printing embossed on to a green leather-effe
background.A (There 18 no dust-jacket, but it would be a crime
conceal this cover.) The book's layout and printing a
first-class. There is a grangerised coloured frontispiece, wi
other pho;ographs by the author and original artwork by Vivien
§han1ey distributed throughout. Ms. Shanley is also responsib
for the end-papers.

The bookis theme is that (a) Tintagel was an important ritu
§:F? centuries, if not millennia, before the mediaeval castle w
duzlt, and (b; it 1is simply one of a network of such sit
gcattered liberally across the landscape Dpoth in Cornwall ai
2:3ewhere. The author makes out a very gcod case for {a), on bo
historical and topographical grounds. With regard to (b), the ca
for the various 1ndividual 3ites is also convincingly argued,
by necessity in less detail, and the case for the earth-curren
tnat_ are held to 1link them all together rests mainly on tl
dows1ng of the author's friend Hamish Miller. (A bit ¢
22;20§1tat1ve geological expertise would be a very valuable ass

Where ;he author 1s simply consolidating historical al
topographical information there can hardly be any disputing if
and'the conclusions he draws from it seem eminently reasonable. 1}
admits, _however. that the Dbook was produced in something of
hurry, in _the midst of ongoing research, and that new eviden«
keeps turning up all the time. So in places he leans rathe
heavily on the works of others, the research for which was ofte
less meticulous than his own. The name Bodmin, for instance, !
supposes rather vaguely to refer to the numerous megalith:
monuments on Bodmin Moor, whereas in fact the moor (former]
queymoor) did not acquire its 'Bodmin' monniker until the earl
nineteenth century.

The_ book ends with an account of a sequence of dowsir

expeditions tracing the alleged earth-currents across tr
landscape. and some philcosophising on the matter. Presumably ar
com?etqu dowser will confirm the findings if required.
) I'll finish by noting that the work is not quite as Arthurian a
1ts name implies. In fact. if all reference to Arthur (and t
¥¢r11n etc.) were to be deleted. powerful arguments concernir
Tintagel!'s prehistoric importance would still remain.

({Recommended - if you can afford it...)

Archie Mercer (guest reviewer)
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CLER:

like to comment on David
‘The Quest for the
al King Arthur'. How-
t would take an article
the same length or even
o do it justice.
storicity of Athrwys ap
cannot be doubted: that
the secret identity of
ust be doubted. Equally
(Arthmael) may have
historical character
fe wasn't written down
he 16th century). That
and Athrwys are the
rson is dubious - and
th are Arthur more
le. That people like
and Athrwys may have
o the myth of Arthur
a possibility. However,
of them were Arthur.
idence is so unreliable
ke it worthless. To say
gnus Maximus had a son
Constantine 18 based on
not fact - whereas
ers living during
g lifetime told of only
(Flavius Victor) and two
g. The Maximus dynasty
ith Victor's murder in
Back~-tracking from
p Caradog (a descendant
wYys ap Meurig), who
a council at Gloucester
must place Athrwys in
century - at the
in the late 6th
Others would place him
late 7th or early 8th.
, it can be shown from
aracters mentioned, must
ved 1in the second half
6th century. Both the
f Athrwys and Arthfael
_out of range of Arthur
t have lived at least
537 AD - but more than
n the late 3th century.
article is very
ing and I suggest that
of both Athrwys ap
and Arthfael should be
hout worrying about them
thur's secret identity.
st for the historical
oes on!
s Evans—Glinther, Clwyd.)
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Dear Editor,

A challenging
question, set by

of Sophistry of th
Baloney,has recen
notice:

Which of
statements by his
consider:(a) are
true (c) sound 1li
bunk ?

1.R.G.Collingwoo
that the impe:
office of
Britannarium,Coun
Britons, continues
of Roman authorit:
that capacity le
imperial-type cav
the pedestrian ¢
answer.

2.The Annales Camb
century Latin chre
the inclusion of ?
favour of his rei
throws a problem i
way his career is
impossible stretc

3.Etienne de Rou
Noamannicus relate
Henry II,Plant
preparing to atta
1167 he received
Arthur announcing

4 .Men may have be¢
that John had or
execution, but the
have been far wo:
later a well-in
chronicler wrote
actually killed
himself in a drun
dinner,on 3 April

Provide supportin
answers you have
(b); there is non
evidence for ans
marked (c) or (4)
N.B.You may not qt
to support your c
you are certain
misinterpreting t

Fred Stedman-Jone









