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tllD ~ CIB@lmD@~rwrnn1rt, 
•:• ( but l)Ot tl)e (,~st, editori~G) ❖ 

Yes. folk. 'the old order changeth. yielding place to new lest 
one good cust.om should_ corrupt the world'. Anne and·i· have 
re 1 uctdnt 1 y t? ret. ire . rrom the enJoyab 1 e. rewarding but ver, 
demanding ~asK of ed1t1ng the Journal and ctealing with ~h· 
society's r1nances _and correspondence. Reasons ? Domestic commit: 
ments and a decl 1 ne 1 n my hea 1 th over the ·_; ears I I ,1m now 73 1 _ 

It 1s not everyone who has the pr1v1leae o f editin -
old-established a12d prestigious Journal as PENDRAGON. and Zn~~chw! 
first saw the ~oc1ety mentioned 1n the Gothic Imaae Book ~h , -
Glastonbury in the early e1ght1es .rnd applied r or ' member;h~b ,:~ 
had no idea that. we would make so ver-; manv 1 ood f r·erd • • 
eventually be able to play a part 1n helping Penir~gon ;v;r 

1
a

5 ;~1 
patch. Now. however. nav1ng ed1t.ed the maga~ 1ne and handl~d 
Pendragon bus1ness for rour years. the time has rome to sh • 
respons1bil1ties. - • ea our 

None of us can be all things to all peopl~ and I ' m sure we 
haven ' t been able to ~lease all our readers all o r che time_ th·t 
would be impossible in a Journal with such a broad aoproac h ~­
Arthurian matters. but we ' ve tr1ed hard to or~oerve b • 

0 

bet.ween the realistic and the romantic· betwee~ ;~he mvsat ~i1ance 

th tt 
- f-f t Th d • • :- • lCa and e ma er o ac . 1s oes not mean that everv 1ndivid 1 , 

reflects sucn a balance. An editor 1s. of · course uat .ss~e 
dependent upon the contributions he receives <unie~s ·h ota~,y 
everyt.hing_h1mself!l For example. Issue No.22 / 3 :;:,a ewri~~ 
devoted t.o n1stor1cal matters (because that ' s all t he ma~e:~~fre,f 
had to nandl. wner~as _the last ~ssue and t his .,urre ~t • w: 
largely aoout that. r1ct1t1ous t or ractitious ? J -har · ct ~ne 1ar, 
Readers. 1nc1dentally. will have not.iced that 0 ~- c.derh, er in. 
not always mater1al1se and I have often had · ,

0
m:se , t emes do 

temporarily simply because we haven't receiv :
0 

~heive a theme 
contr1but.1ons. This tendency to ·a dearth of m!~ 

th
e _a~propr1ate 

one po1nt •1erv clearlv : without it • eriai ,mohas1ses 
Arthur. PENDRAGON WOULD HAVE FOLDED LONJ A~gltif~ri ous approach to 
fact too strongly. • ~annot stress this 

It is nice to be able to reoort th 
stead1ly r1s1ncr and. thanks to the energeticat membership has been 
Fred. Geoff ~nd Simon I to name the m in ~ubl~ :i ty : amoa1 g n of 
those stalwart members of our r d . a pna.,et1_cal o :--der '. l . 
wouldn t be reading this editori~l o .. ~~:ion hteai:n w1t~out whom you 
1ncreas1na . - Y- t e rate Jr Jo1n1na 1s 

It 1s · only honest •o say that th · 1 -
~~ 1~~~rt~: ~~aR~~bu~t~~/fforts. Thee s ~~r d~~i~! giw u~!~g~~s ~t ~~d 
Society. Charles. a Pen~::cr~;su~~~ge:n ~ppl1c1ations to join our 
supporter. has kindlv ur ed· • . imse r and a staunch 
membershio and a number ha~e his ex-memners to take out Pendragon 
hope they.will find in the oa~~~e~1Y_ donj so . We t.1elcorne them. and 
for the loss of their own ve our ournal s ome compensation 
DRAGON approach to Arthurian ~tgoodhmagaz1ne. _In the main t -he 
non-myst1cal nature. This • ma ers as ~een or a non-romantic. 
aspect.s of the Arthuriana~~~tude :illl~e cts welcome as all other 
and stimulating Journal in theo~e!~s ~~ l help guarantee a lively 

But - vou will b d • • • ct ead. 
chdracteristic of Pen~r~g~ne~~~ wit~ ~11 that shrewd _perspicacity 
ed1tor1al. financial - . _ ers . ~h~ will be taking o~er the 
hiatus waiting indefi~ite1:oecretabr1al _runctions? Nill there be a 
answer is NO Ou Ch Y -0 e tilled? Il1e short and ha 
Sm1thy ~ouse: Ne~ton~~~mi~od~~!mreg~ub~able Fred Stedman-Jones pg~ 
wife Marilyn ensure th ~- . es ire WA6 6SX. will . with hia 
correspondence should i i ~0 c 1ety ' s continuitv and ALL 
PERSONAL letters to A n uture be addressed i:.o them. !Any 
Co:tage. Dingle Lane . Hirr:n~nd~self should ]?e __ ~d~~essed to Rose 

res. Fred and Maril . • . n1ng. Gl os. ,,LJG i, uw. I 
and let me state. categb~1~!1fyga;~antly opted t o carry the load -, - ere 1s nobody. :Out NOBODY more 
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compe te nt to do s o. Fred ' s e nergy . enterprise a nd diverse s kills 
have been apparent to a ll who have read his numerous contributi o ns 
dnd e ntert aining ' Talking Head ' feature. Thank you Fred f or 
stepping into the breach. May the Force be with you and with 
Mari l y n. 

The democratic election o f permanent officers will take place at 
an A.G. M. l ater t his year. Without wishing to preempt any 
d e ci sions taken at that A. G.M .. t h i s seems an opportune time to 
ooi nt out the benefit - not to say necessity - o f having the major 
offices based at one address . The overlap between the various 
as oects o f organisation can otherwise cause considerable problems . 
Centralisation existed at Bristol . where Chris Lovegrove and Kate 
Poll ard co-operated in running Society affairs : it has been the 
case at Twyning. and should continue to be the case in future , 
wherever the venue. 

What else i s to be said? Most important o f all must be 
expressi o ns of gratitude for t he support I have re ceived during my 
term as editor of PENDRAGON . This has come from Society members 
1n general in the form of encouraging and complimentary remarks 
and these. of course. are due not merely to myself but to the most 
loyal and co- o perative production team any edit or could wish for 
- Fred with hi s wide scholarship; Simon with his brilliant Celti c 
artwork second to none in the country; Geoff. without whose 
!ow-cost printing facilities the Journal would have died in 1989 . 
and my wife Anne. whose suggestions . proof-reading and 
unbelievable 90 words per minute on the word-processor have been 
totally indispensible . Other staunch supporters should also be 
me nti oned but to name some and not others would be invidious. 
Instead . I recommend that you glance through the 16 issues o f 
PENDRAGON that have been produced during t he l ast four years and 
no te the names of the contributors and the frequenc y with which 
thei r work appears. To all these folk. my warmest gratitude - and 
also to those generous souls who regularly enclose donations with 
t heir subs . (not possible for everybody o f course ! l As a point of 
interest. all of us in the production team pay subs . too. 

What. now. o f the future? All being well . my own involvement 
wi t h Pendrago n will continue. So - I am ve r y much afraid - wil l 
t hat o f Deirdre o f Chipping Sodbury. The o ld order MAY c hange , but 
the o ld dis-order is likel y to remain. j udging by a postcard I 
r eceived from t he lady. wishing me a long and happy retirement -
preferably on Mars. 

Another point: in a discussion with Fred it was suggested by him 
and agreed that there would be advantages in changing PENDRAGON's 
da te o f publicati on. In future. then. the Journal will appear in 
l ate April. July. October and January. 

Observant readers will have noticed that ( for the first time as 
f ar as I know) PENDRAGON has reached 40 pages. ( If y ou hold up 
both hands and both feet and get a friend to do the same. you 
should be able to check this) . This is not an economic size for 
the Journal because not only do printing costs go up but postage 
j umps into the next price-band. 36 pages is the o ptimum size. It ·s 
Just that (with Fred's encouragement) it was decided to make this 
l ast production of mine a specially big o ne. Whatever the size of 
Fred's first issue in July, however . one thing is certain: it 
will not only be well-produced but beautifully printed too because 
Fred w1ll be using his new Canon word-processor. 

[No . Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury. t his IS'NT the ' Ar t hurian 
ca no n ' mentioned earlier. And. no again: neither i s it one of 
chose used by Mordred against Guenever in the Tower of London in 
T.H .Wh ite' s ' The Once and Future King'. If you MUST be a pest, DO 
try to be a literate one. J 

3o now. friends . having said my piece. I' 11 invite y ou for the 
last ti me to read on ... 
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CALIBU 

Calihurn hi s sword 
Hung by liis si,Je. that w;:is wrought in ,. \ ,a lon 
\\ 11h cra ft that was mag ic. 

! Lm·oman I 

Like other great heroes in the legends of Europe Arthur carries a 
magi c al sword with wonderful powers. In the dark ages the swo rd 
symbolised its owner'_s power and was closely linked to his fortunes 
;nd his fate. Armed with such a weapon he could c hallenge terrifying 

oes, monsters and giants and defeat them. 

These swords were often endowed with supernatural pers onalities and 
powers of their own. Legend tells of swords inhabited by spirits and 
the anthropoid~handled swords of the Celts might well repr e sent the 
spirit inhabiting the weapon. They might bestow invisibility o r 
staunch bleeding, t here were sword s that sung in battle e a s d 
death once drawn or bled at their owner 's death. Arthur, s re.at s~o:d 
Caliburn/Excalibur belongs to this line of fab 1 g 
its attributes it could , kerve steel even a nd :1 ~ohu_s w~apons. Among 
other d ld L ing - Just as t:wo 

swor s cou break rocks and lop the tops off mountains. 

These weapons were often acquired mysteriously as the gifts of god 
or other supernatural beings and were fo rged on t hP anvils 

0
; 

wonderful craftsmen like Volund or Wayland the Smith. -

Such _tales _ emerged from the heroic cultures of the world when a 
warrior el ite Justified their existence by feats of arms and t he ir 
lives were dedicat_ed to deeds of valour. The pagan Hallstat warri ors 
~a~ried the s_word into our islands and there must have been wonderful 

a es of their great swords which had perfo rmed l e endar deeds 
These stories were largely lost during the Roman occ~patio~ of th~ 
mainland but the old ways continued in Ireland a nd the bards were able 
to pass on the heroic legends. In the Northern lands too t he Sa as 
and Eddas tell of swords that come out of the dark ~ast heavy w1th 
symbolism , surrounded by legend. 

The history and legends of Arthur display all the attributes of 
great Celtic Hero. The stories begin with a pagan hero to paralle~ 
Finn MacCool_and Cuchulainn, move on to the wars against the An lo­
Saxons and internicene feuding between the Celts, un t il Arfh ur 
becomes the Universal Champion, the hero and conqueror of European 
renown, the king who waits to be awakened to serve his people 
again. 

~nd, throughout all this long history, Arthur ca rries at his side 
Caledfwlch, Caliburn, Excalibur' - The Brand o f Fire: The Sword o f 

Light. But how can we know what Excalibur looked like? we can t a ke 
two approaches to this quest i on: historical and literary. 
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Le t us c o nsider the historical King Arthur first. He was probably a 
Br~tish war leader who adopted Roman c avalry tactics to repel t he 
skirmishing Anglo- Saxo n raiders. Patterns of Roman equipment might 
hav e been a dapted by British armourers, and this seems likely from 
Geoffrey o f Monmouth's desc ription of t he arming of Arthur on the Eve 
of t he Batt le of Badon. He describe s Arthur ' s equipment as a lorica 
(l eat her a nd mail s hirt ), a dragon-crested round helmet, and a 
ci r c ular s hield bearing the Blessed Mary. 

Hollywood here . But no description o f \\\ Th a.s sounds a uthentic no Cl2th \\ ·' .'·,,_. _·· , 
the swo rd , just, .. ' t he excellent sword 
made i n the Isle of Avalon . ' For this 
period a rchaeological evidence is 
scarce : the Chr istian priests seemed to 
ha ve actively o pposed the old heroic 
b u r ials . 

There is a wealt h of evidence from the 
earlie r Ce ltic chieftain buria l tombs in 
Europe and fro m British votive deposits 
in sacr~d rivers, lakes and pools. The 
Witham sword from a river in Li ncolnshire 
has a bronze a nthropomorphic h ilt wh ichE====:---...:~L,i 
provides the patte rn fo r the bras s pape r 
knife o n my desk, but t hat is C2 nd B.C. 

so where shall we turn next? There is a fine description of the Irish 
hero Cuchulainn in the 'Tai n 'of the hero displaying himself before 
the hosts when, . . ' He wore a golden-hilted ornamental sword at his 
left side. 'This sounds like a ceremonial sword, used to display and 
to impress o n tribal occasions. Such a sword may be seen in the 
British Museum: the Embleton Sword was found near Cockermouth 
towards the end o f the t he C. 18th . It belongs to the C . lst B.C . and is 
strong, light and beautifully decorated. It has a silver-garnished 
bronze scabbard, with a hilt decorated with jewels and enamel. 

Ironically, the best place to look next may be in the hands of the 
enemy, fo r the int ri cate c ross-cultural relations of t he period 
suggest that the weapons of t he antagoni sts were similar . Out of t he 
c . 7t h ship burial a t Sutton Hoo was resurrected an Anglo-Saxon r oya l 
cenotaph containing the rega l ia of a king. ' Beowulf ' tells us 
that the ancient sword' is t he p rime symbol of kingship and the sword 
of Raedwald i s there to see but .. NO KING ( Unwise to •• etc . ) From 
scabbard to pommel the sword is 33", with a 28" blade. The hilt and 
pommel is go ld filigree s et with ga rnets and the scabbard is set with 
j e •,iel led bosses . Until something e lse turns up, this is probably t he 
best image fo r EXCALIBUR we are li kely to fi nd among existing British 
swo rds; i t, too, is i n the Bri tish Museum. 

If we turn to the early Arthurian literature we f ind ourselves in a 
mv s terious world with its r oots in Celtic myth. The Matte rs of 
Br

1
tain a nd of Ireland obviously stem from a common source, though 

less o f t he primitive survives in the mainland tradi ti o n . Finn 
~a c Coo l a nd t he Fianna, bodyguards o f the Hi g h King, have striking 
resemblances to the early Arthur and h is warband and there are 
parall els i n the tales told of Cuchulainn . 

I n mythi c al times the Tuatha de Danaan invaded Ireland. These 
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euhemerized gods, demoted to heroes, brought with them the Four 
Treasures. They were led by Nuada from whose blinding sword no one 
could escape . The sword of Fergus Mac Roech, legendary King of 
~lster, wa~ named ~aladbolg. ('bo~g'=lightning) a version of 
Caledfwlch, Arthurs sword in the Mabinogion. This similarity 

s1:1ggests that the Welsh is either borrowed from the Irish or cognate 
with it. 
In 'Cu~hwch and Olwen' Cale?fwlch is wielded by Goreu (The Best), 
Arthur s gol_den-haired cousin who acts as his champion and beheads 
the tyrant giant Yspaddaden . The sword -is not restricted to Arthur 
i~ can be used on his behalf. In the poem 'Preiddeu Annwn' th~ 
wielder of the Sword of Light is Llwch Llenllawg (Llew, or Lugh 
transposed from Irish texts) who uses it with great skill to win the 
Cauldron o~ Pen Annwn.In 'The Dream of Rhonabwy' that prince sees 
Arthur as King of Avalon in his full regalia , with all his treasures 
and bearing the Sword of Light: 

'And when the sword was dra""'Tl from its scabbard , it seemed as if 
two flames of fire burst forth from the jaws of the serpents , and then 
so, wonderful was the Sword that it was hard for an yone to look upon 
ll. 

It is the 'brandon de feu' of the later French manuscripts and recalls 
the prose Edda _where Odin's . swords are called 'Odin's fires'. The god 
used them to illuminate his mead hall during the dark evenings. 

So'. now we have a sword with a bright blade chased with two snakes, a 
skill known to the smiths of the Rhineland, and, perhaps, a pommel! 
also bearing the . rainbow serpents or dragons . The Romans brought the 
d:agon to Britain and the golden dragons in the sky of Uther's 
vision led him to use them as the symbol of his kingship . A fitting 
sword for his son, also Pendragon of his people. These;notifs from 
ancient myths run like golden threads through the later Romances . 

The story of the Sword in the Stone entered the Romances before the 
Lake motif. Robert de Boron's account was later paraphrased by 
Malory, ... 'th~re was found a great stone four square ,like a marble 
stone, a~d in the midst thereon, stocke a fair sword.' 
Arthur._-. handled the sword by the handles and lightly, fiercely he 
P1:1lled it ?ut_of

1
the stone-whereat he was called the only rightful 

King of Britain. The act of drawing the sword from the stone is a 
symbolic one, which establishes the y oung Arthur just 15 as the 
predestined king. In the same way Galahad later dr'aws Balin'• s sword 
from a stone and so inaugurates the Grail Quest and his own year long 
reign at the Holy City. 

A:thur' s right to the throne is established but he has to demonstrate 
his pow~r at several great festivals : Candlemas, Easter, Pentecost 
and Christmas. It seems his leadership was contested several times 
and the insurrection of the six kings seems to bear this out . This 
may recall a formal ritual combat where a sword was stuck in the 
gro1;1nd or into the swage hole of an anvil and drawn out by the winner. 
It_is known that the Sarmartians had such a custom and there were 
units of these men in the Roman army of C2nd.Britain. 

The stone motif reminds us of how rulers were inaugurated on stones of 
power such as the Lia Fail ( another of the Treasures of the Tuatha) . 
This stone stood on the Hill of Tara and roared its joy when the 
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· •t that make your hair stand on 
rightful king stood upon it ·1 ~ Doesn be a clue and the Turoe Stone of 
end ? ) The navel stone at De P i may as in use for the 
Irel~nd, carved with snake / dragon patte~ns W w ·t esential for the 
inauguration of monarchs until the C2nd.B. • as l . t is still 
royal line to be installed upon a sacred stone, as i 
today? 

In Mary Stewart's 'The Last Enchantment' Arthur is taken t~ N~rt~ 

Wales by Merl in to gain ;_h~ sw_ot~~fw~:~:e~t r:::no:l:dhi;ll~~=d :~o~:. 

~~r:r;:~s f:ir:::i ;:::: Sa:!:tiala' s theory ~~at th: tta\eesr o!at~~~~~ 
as a European conqueror are transposed to im,as 
hero, from Maximus's historical exploits. 

• the light of the later 
The Sword from the Stone might be seen, in . 

l sword. It is broken in 
Doctrine of the Two Swor~s, as the Tempora ceives the Spiritual 
conflict with King Pelli:ore. llA~1:u~ii!e~::m the Isle of Avalon, 
Sword, which would serve im a . ' 6 ruled over by 
the Island of Apples, Ynys Avallach, Tir nan g, 
women. 
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The motif of the sword in the lake might recall how priestesses of a 
sacred lake retrieved a hero's sword for a champion, to be returned 
at his own death. Geoffrey Ashe has suggested that the title of Lady 
of the Lake might have been an office given to certain Celtic 
priestesses. The Celtic practice of votive offerings to the spirits 
of springs, wells, lakes and rivers is well established. These 
spirits seem always to have been female. If this seems far fetched we 
should remember that the Narts certainly had a custom of throwing 
dying warriors ' swords into lakes. Myths, far from being seen as 
untruths . should be seen as the spoken/literary part of ceremonies 
where rituals are the actions. 

It is known also that Celtic heroes were often 'fostered' by women, 
who trained them in arms. In the Mabinogion tale of 'Math' Aridnrhod 
has to be tricked into giving her son Llew his sword: the right was 
hers and he could not 'take valour' until she did. An interesting 
aspect of the Arthurian tales is how Morgan opposes Arthur. She takes 
lovers whom she sets in active opposition to him. Accolon of Gaul 
briefly holds the sword Excalibur until the Lady of the Lake places an 
enchantment to rescue Arthur. Once chosen he is under her 
protection. 

Eventually the sword must be returned to the waters, to the 
underworld, to the subconscious world. Its beauty tempts Bedivere , 
Giflet, Lukyn, Lancelot, whichever follower the version choses, ~ut 
Arthur's wish prevails: the sword is thrown into Dozmary, Loe, Meare 
pool, Bosherton Lake, Ullswater or the Solway Firth: all waters are 
one. The king is taken away across the deeps by the queens to 
Avalon. 

In the Cl2th the sword was adopted to a new symbolism; its hilt became 
a cross and the Sword of the Spirit was identified with 
David/Solomon/ Josephus.Later in the Romances the Grail Sword of 
Corbenick still bore the two serpents, however, they are deep-rooted 
in the tradition of Excalibur. Peredur' s sword is broken yet it can 
be welded together beneath an underground lake. 

Relics of Arthur were produced: his crown, his seal, his crystal 
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cross. On his way to the Third 
Crusade, Richard the Lionheart 
presented Excalibur to King 
Tancred of Sicily. Perhaps it 
was one of the three swords that 
were carried before him at his 
coronation. The story of Arthur 
was sung wherever the Norman 
influence spread. Arthur 
sleeps under Etna, where Vulcan 
has his forge, and Fata Morgana 
haunts the Straits of ~essina. 
Does Excalibur lie there in her 
jealous care under the blue 
waters of the Mediterranean? 

F. Stedman-Jones 



THE SMITE 

With the discovery of iron as a workao i . .i metal some 3,000 years ago 
the smith's skill has seemed magical and the blacksmith, who works 
with iron.fire and water to create f int weapons and implements.was 
seen as a magician among early societ i e s. He reigned supreme among 
craftsmen and a variety of gods and supe .c human figures are associated 
with the smith. The ancient tales spe~k of titanic figures, often 
lame, who worked at forges in volcanoes ':lnd in underground caves. The 
brothers Grimm tell of a wild man,Grin ken the Smith.who lived in a 
deep cave where he made objects of per f ection. 
Weland (Wieland ,Volundr) or Wayland Smith,Lord of the Elves, is 
well-known in Scandinavian.German and Anglo-Saxon tradition.He has 
become the archetypal smith in Sri tain, living on in folk tales, such 
as his shoeing activities at his 'smithy' on the Ridgeway near the 
White Horse Hill in Oxfordshire and the swords he forged had magical 
powers. In some accounts Excalibur is included among his works and as 
late as t he reign of Henry VIII one of his swords was counted among 
the royal treasures. Wayland's story is told in the 'Volundarkvioa' 

in the poet1c Edda. 
In Celtic tradition Goibhnui/Govannon is the god of smithcraft and 
Lugh is a master of all crafts. In Welsh tradition Druidic craftsmen 
called the ?heryllt worked as metallurgists and alchemists in the 

City of Emrys in Snowdonia . 

LEGENDARY SWORDS K"•J 
EXCALIBUR ........... Arthur. Defeated Saxons. Forged in Avalon. 
ARONDIGHT ..... . .... Sword of Sir Lancelot of the Lake. 
DOLOROUS .... . .. .. . . Balin, Knight with 2 swords. Galahad and Stone. 

STRANGE 
HANGrNGS ...... . .. Sword of the Grail. 

CALEDFWLCH ....... Arthur: 'Culhwch and Olwen'. Forged in Ynys Avallach. 
GWRNACH'S . .. ....... A giant in 'Culhwch' . Kai killed him with it. 
CALADBOLG ... . .. . .. Fergus of Ulster. Rainbow sword . Cuc off hills. 
RETALIATOR ......... Manannan MacLir. Never failed to slay. 
CONSTANTINE'S . .. .. Athelstan. Had a spike from the Crucifixion. 
BRAJNl31TER .......... He reward the Wake, Saxon hero of the Fens. 
TAJLLIFER ..... . ...... Count of Angouleme. Hastings. Made by Welander. 
TIZONA .. . .. ......... .. Sword of El Cid. 
CURTANA .. ......... . . Tristan. Emperor Otto gave to King John. 
BALMUNG .......... . . Siegfried. Sword of the Nibelungs. Wieland forged. 
GRAM .. .. .. .. ... ....... Siegfried. Name means 'Grief'. 
ANGUVARDEL . .... .. Frithiof. ·The Peacemaker' . Its Runes blazed in war. 
SKOFNUNG .. .... ..... This sword cried out when it saw wounds. 

MIMUNG &. 
NAGELRING ... . .. .. Swords made by Wayland the Smith. 

COURTAJN .. . ......... Ogier the Dane. In Regalia of Saxon Kings 
ROSSE .... . ............. Otwit, King of Lombardy . Its cut left no gap . 
FLAMBERGE ..... . ... 'Flame Cutter' . A sword of Charlemagne. 
JOYEUSE .. .. ... . . . .... Charlemagne. Point of the Holy Lance in pommel. 
GURTEIN ... . .. ....... . Ogier the Dane. Gift from Charlemagne. 
DURANDAL .. ....... .. Roland, said to be Hector's. Indestructible. 
GLORIOUS .. . ......... Oliver. Hacked nine Great Swords to pieces . 
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(Specimen question f or AS-level Archaeosophy, set for CoBWEB. 
Co-ordinating British and w 1 h E F. Stedman-Jo®es and E. Tooke~ls xaminations Board by B. Mercer, 

Summary 
This paper begins by purportedly examining the t erms used: 

continues by seeing h ow the statement 'Hist ory is bunk' can be 
~oth true and false at the same time: and c oncludes by reaching 
ardly any <Conclusions at al 1 . In the best pseudo- historio­

graphical tntditi o n. we consult o nly secondary. not primary 
sources, and we use mostly uncorroborated hearsav. Ar . ..:., 
unattributed _quotes are _probanly the author's. and any· mistake s i~ 
emphasis or interpretation are certainly somebody else's. 

Definitions 
First• what is bunk '? _ According to Brewer's Di c ti onary o f Phrase 

~ Fable. 19i65. it is a contraction of 'bunkum ' a w,)rd i~~e i t 
er1ved from Buncombe in North Carolina. Th~ sto 00~;:A 

repres entative at Washingto n being asked why he m~e-such ~ 
f l owe~: and angry speech : so who 11 y unca 11 ed t o r. made answer, • I 
was .. c.,t spe.ak ing to the Ho use. but to Bun c ombe ' which t;, 
represented. : . :nu s bunkum has come to mean c J aptrao. • • ,_ 

Now. wh~t is nistory? For learned answers, I curn~d to my 

t
Chollins Gem Di ctionary of Quotations. Cynical derinitions trusty 

ere include G1b.cons': ,;pven 

'History is little more than the register o f the crimes. 
follies dnd misfortunes of mankind . ' 

and Hegel' s f ,amous dictum : 
'What exi;;rerience and history teach is this. t hat peoples 
and gov~rnments have never learned anvthi ng from 
history ." • 

is a realis t ic if pessimistic commentary . con t rast this with 
Viscount Boli,rogbroke ' s recollect1on. 

'I have read somewhere that History is Phl 
teaching by e x amp 1 e. , i o sophy 

Hegel might have pointed out that 
ld 

peoples and gcvernments have 
se om rated philosophers highly' 

Of r:iore questionable worth are Carlyle ' s belief that 
Univers·al History is at · bottom the History of Great 

Men ' • 
And Sir John Seeley's asserti o n that 

' History is past politics and politics present 
history. ' 

both, for present sensibilities. remarkably limited 19th views. century 

e C . V . Wedgewc►,,Jd recog nised that History. l1ke Beauty is in the 
ye of the beholder. (The latter. incidentally, is a· ·fe l icitous 

phrase of L~w Wallace. l Noting that 'Truth can n e i ther be 
a~preh ended n.i,r communicated.' the corollary is tha t 

History is i!Jl art like all other sciences . ' 
The implicat ions of this epigram. then. bring me to the main 

points I wish to make. 

Truth 
History. as an academic '-o 1 ogy' . is essent i a 11 y a study of 
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records. These records. whatever the forms they may take, may be 
matters of fact (as far as we can ascertain) or of opinion (where 
the facts are in dispute). 

To illustrate the gradation from fact to opinion, let me take as 
example the famous Alfred Jewel, found in Somerset and now in the 
Ashmolean Museum. Oxford. ObJectively we may take it as fact that 
it was manufactured and is not an accident of nature; that it 
consists of various identifiable materials. namely gold. enamel, 
rock crystal ; and that on balance the pattern observable on one 
side is not abstract but of a human figure. The inscription in 
Saxon. 'Alfred had me made. ' strongly suggests a link with King 
Alf red the Great. though this is clearly opinion. not fact. The 
figure with flowers is unlikely to represent the king. or St.Neot 
as once thought. but is believed to symbolise Sight . The artefact 
itself has been interpreted variously as a battle standard. the 
head of a stylus or pen. or (the current favourite) the terminal 
or handle of an aestol. This. if you didn ' t already know (and I 
certainly didn ' t!) is apparently a pointer for following a 
manuscript text . 

so. how accurate the total record is must first depend on 
presentation: the provenance of the evidence, the nature of the 
background information, what is included. what is omitted. Here we 
are dependent on abstemious reporting and careful conservation o f 
all that is pertinent. No small task! 

A second factor. of equal importance in the evaluation of 
records. is that of perception. There are those who by viewing 
through a glass. darkly. or even through rose-tinted spectacles. 
will suffer from problems of misidentification and misinter­
pretation. (This is a possible difficulty resulting from empathy, 
the technique which, denounced by reactionaries. has for some time 
now been used as a tool for understanding in school history 
lessons . ) The so-called Dark Ages are a suitable case for 
illumination. Because we continue to know relatively little of the 
individuals. circumstances and events of the immediate sub- and 
post-Roman period in Britain it has always been easy to make 
assumptions. of varying degrees of likelihood. about these obscure 
times. This is the very aspect C.V. Wedgewood highlighted when 
she opined that 'History is an art': it is how we flesh out the 
bare bones of Antiquity that makes this distinction appropriate. 

The third factor in this consideration of the worth of History 
is the use that is made of it. Here, I think, we touch upon the 
possible origins of Ford's Bunkum Assertion. Without knowing the 
circumstances of the 1919 court case against the Chicago Tribune 
that prov ided the opportunity for that soundbite. I would surmise 
that Henry Ford demurred when historical context or precedent was 
referred to. In other words he would be objecting to a particular 
usage of history rather than history itself. Collins Gem is 
regrettably silent on the matter . 

If my postulation is correct. then what should have been said 
was 'This use of history is bunk. ' This is analogous to the belief 
that 'Money is the root of all evil.' when St.Paul actually 
referred (in Greek. of course) to 'the love of money,' which puts 
a different complexion on the matter. 

Fi ct ion 
It was H. Dumpty. Esq. who stated that 'When I use a word. it 

means just what I choose it to mean. ' This is the ultimate danger 
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-:::d control of the documentary record by political extremists the 
aouse _ of history which occurs when despots out into pr~cti~e 
Francis Bacon ' s observation that 'Knowledge itseli is power. , w 

. But a subtler misuse of history comes about when no dist;nct;on 
is made between two essentially different types of truth . ·I h;ve 
been d1scussing mostly the f1rst type. namely ObJective Truth. We 
have seen how the m~nner o f presentati on and of perception make 
this type of truth a.most 1mposs1ole to be either aopr ehended or 
communicated ra s Wedgewcod put 1t). 

However. the sec0 nd type of truth must now be cons i dered . Poetic 
!ruth ls of a d1fferent order .This is a truth that deri ves fr ,:·m a 
~~eek _root mean1ng to make or to fashion. If. as Brown 1ng said. 

~od is the perfect poe t. .' then to be a poet means to be (:'re a : ~r 
o t your own un1verse. The measure of your success 1s how well : t 
al l ha~gs t ogether . whe t her t here is internal logic , whather t~ere 
1 s . room for growth and development. n,ere may :,e e.c;-:e:es of 
UbJect1ve Truth . but ?oetic Truth. l ike all Ari. works when a 
balance 1s struck between the strange and the familiar. the new 
and the old . between tension and release. 

A suitable litmus test could be the Arthurian novel. Rooted in 
what l1ttle _we know of hist orial sub- and oost-Roman Br1tain but 
using a _Jud1c1 ous m1 xture of extrapolation . expressiveness and 
empathy: 1t stands or falls on it s ability to transocrt the reader 
conv!nc1ngly 1nto a past o f the aut hor · s cr e~t i on . Use of 
~nac nron1sms or magic fo r example would disJual1fv it as an 
n1stor1 c a~ roman~e bu t not as. say , scien:e f ic t i~n 0 r ian tasy. A 
R?semary .:,utc~1fr or Henr-; Treece tale would f1t comfortab ly • into 
~ne 5hoes o r t he r'orn,er. a T.H . Wh1te . •✓era Cha ::,man or Mari 
::itewart would natural ly ·:ion the :nantle of t he l atter. • • 

Harsher critics o t Poe tical Truth woul d cell it Pure ?i ctlon 
( this word der1 v1ng from a Lat1n r oot. me aning ma~ e-uc,. Both 
Tr•1cns _ 1n real 1ty have the ir own ho nourable pedigr.,e 5 . the;ir own 
a 1sc1plines. the1r _ own modi o perandi. We should beware of 
1lleg1t1mate offs pr 1ng masquerading as one or the other. and i n s o 
doing debu nk Ford's model Untruth. • 

' Fools make feasts a nd wise men eat them: 
Wise men make Jests and f oo ls repeat them. · 
- Traditional rhvrne. 

( c) Chris Lovegrove 1992 

Hear- Ye 

~e :f"edit has been given in our edit'.:rial to those reso,~ns1ble 
ror the . very sat1sry1ng growth rn PENDR<\G0N :n-=mr:ership. 1,.ndc was 
not ment1onea . 1s tt1e enthus1asm of Chr1s Tr 0rnb:)ryow of Ec.iru::urm 
wh1 cn may a1so result rn new memt-ers. Chr1s h,~s :iouaht 15 cop' :;s 
of PENDRAGON to resell rn his shop. He tells us i:nat he.is 
C\..ll'Yently atterdina c lasses on the Dnl1ds am a nwnt.er or other 
students there would also be interested rn heann;i- about us . 
Thanks Chris! 

Thanks are also due ~o Fred 's son Richard Stead.ma.n-Jor~s who is 
g1v1rq a great dea l or ~e l p to Fred witn :us new word-arocessor. 
creatrng data bases etc . tor future edi twns of PENDRAGON. 

steve Sneyd, the well-known ;x,et ard 'worci.."1llith'. has told us that 
the _editor of The Rourd Table in the states. Alan iJ..:.r;ack. is 
puttln;r togE:ther another issue of writ1n;i- on Arth,.Jr1an themes . He 
1s looking ror poems. stories. plays ( 'not too l ooo') arrl drawir.as 
that have some spec1fic link to the Arthurian legends . Al-:1n"s 
address: - 375 Oakda le Drive. Rochester. New York NY 14618 ;J.S.A. 
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Merl i n. t he Power behind the Throne: Merlin. the power behind the 
Plane that helped us win the Battle of Britain [Ed. note: Rolls 
Rov c e MerlJn engines powered our Spitfires] as did the stretchered 
Art hur with Merlin ' s help win the battle for Southern Britain 
against the forces from the North at St. Albans. The question 
has been asked 'What does Merlin mean to you?' and I was very 
interested in reading what Merlin means to Beryl Mercer . Nicola 
Stevenson and Eddie Tooke. and also what Mankind means to Merlin. 

It appears that ~ is the word that springs to Beryl's mind 
when she contemplates this most mystical of FACTitious characters. 
and I go along with that. I'd also go along with her view that 
Merlin was in direct contact with his own mighty superconscious. 
f o r when we talk of Merlin we talk of a man with extraordinary 
powers. a man with alchemical and magical capabilities . which 
enabled him to materialise a sword in a stone. His ability to cast 
soells. wh1ch were used to good effect against Sir Pellinore. was 
used to such effect against him by Morgan le Fey that he ended up 
encapsulated in crystal. However. as this was only the physical 
f o rm that the Entity was using at the time. it mattered very 
li t tle in Reality. 

As to modern-day Egyptians (one must not forget the Gypsies!) 
being descended from Atlantean survivors. this may be so but in 
this context we must not forget the Aborigines, who are stuck in 
time. and now unable as a race to progress: nor could we say that 
today ' s Egyptians have made much spiritual progress for that 
matter . Tne present day Amerindians seem, of necessity. to be 
cha nnel i ng their endeavours along the path of materialism. 
unfortunate l y. As to the Druids, we must certainly look back 
t hroug h t he mists o f millennia to find their origin. 

Nico l a Stevenson mentions the Atlantean factor and the tie with 
Egypt i a ns. but she also relates it to Merlin and the probability 
tha t he g ained his mystical power way back then. This sits 
comf or t ably in my mind. and maybe we have to go back even further 
t o Lemur-la and Hyperborea. but who knows?! I do know that Eddie 
Too~e· s s omewhat druidical image of this man of power. with the 
aquili ne nose and piercing eyes brings vividly to my mind's eye 
t r- os e bedutiful sketches by David Anrias of Blavatsky ' s Masters -
E l Morya 3nd Koot Hoomi. and others of the White Brotherhood, who, 
t o my ~ 1nd'. are a very real factor in our fight for spiritual 
s ur v ival a _ainst the forces of ignorance and darkness that oppress 
us on ~ l sides at this time. 

£dd 1e ·s LIMNER anagram of our factitious magician got my 
undivi ded a ttenti on because one of the pseudonyms I use in writing 
t o the ocal press, so that new topics may be started and others 
kept rolli ng. is Ruth Limner, R.A. an anagram of Merlin+ 
Ar t..."lur. 

Ye s . he 
Bervl 1on th 
E 1za b.e t h · s 

got my attention with this word in particular, as did 
'his own mighty superconscious' because it was Queen 

court limner. Nicholas Hilliard, who was co1M1issioned 
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by his sovereign to paint the portraits of two children ,'Ind ONLY 
two children: Francis !known to history as Bacon, but reailv 
Tudor! l and Robert /known to history as Essex ) . In rea 11 tv these 
were her sons. sired by her morganatic husband. the Earl ot 
Leicester - why else should she have the bovs ~ainted? 

As to that 'mighty superconscious·. Ale~is · carrel is obviousl y 
referr7ng to this in his book 'Man. the Unkn c.wn ' . where he says 
that Man _ is made up of a procession of phant oms in the miast of 
which strides an _ unknowable reality'. It was that Redlity that 
helped to mould Krishnamurti throughout so much of his adult life 
so that he might be that perfect vessel f o r the teachings. but 
more than that: that he could give a body to the Lord Ma1treya. as 
did Jesus the Nazarene. Gautama Buddha and the earlier Krishna 

One se-es a litt!e of this Reality in Blavatsky ' s Mas t ers. ·the 
aforementioned El Marya and Koot Hoomi. who have such i nc redible 
capabilities as this world goes. the sort of capab1l i ties 
displayed by the subJect of this article: Merlin, who I see not 
Just as the power behind Arthur's throne. and the worker of 
wonders as WE know _ him to have been, but as one of the shininq 
facets of the multifaceted Entity known to Rosicrucians as the 
adept. _St. Germain. the power behind other thrones over the 
millennia. 

Tnen there was the Roman knight. Albanus. born o f noble parents. 
who was made the Grandmaster of Freemasonry by the Empero r 
Carausius in 287 AD. and after becoming Steward o f the Househo ld 
and Ruler of the Realm. was eventually martyred in 3 03 AD. La tc: r 
t~:f_same Entity played t he part of Roger Ba co n . the 13 th century 
E,!c; ,ish philosopher and ex perimental scientist . who won the tit l e 
or 'Doctor Mirabilis ' 1-:;hades of Me rl in! l - a n earl i er c:-art / r ole 
P_Jayed 1n tandem with El Morya·s Arthur: wh1ch takes us !)a c ~ t o 
tne other Bacon. 

And so we go back t o St. Albans and Francis Bacon . the J ac 0bean 
~ord Verulam _thereot. the Lord Chancellor. who carried the can f o r 
nis changeling s overei g n. James 1st. who h11d caus e d h is 
incarc eration in the Tower. There, earlier. his vrother Robert has 
et c~ed his name, Robert Tidir _[Tudor]. And t hat gre atest o f 
Eng.ishmen has been d e nigrated oy ignorami eve r ~ i nce ! ,·;11 t h th i s 
in mind. we must not forget that he had e d i t ed the Ki ng James 
Bible - no mean task! l 
It is fascinating r.ow_ this Alban word. wi t h : ts meaning o f white. 

t h rea~s its way thro ug n virtually two thousa nd vears, whils t tha t 
'u nkn cwable reality· or 'Astral Monad' pl ays~ ~uite mi ra cu lous 
part _ in the hist ory of not only Britain but t hat o f Fran ce a nd 
America. One can rel ate it to the White Brot he r hood and The White 
Magiciansnip of Merl i n . and although there is no mention o f Me r lin 
at St. Albans. _ the ~e is the name of St . Germain in the present 
day Abbey . ~he or1 g1 na l Abbey having been bu i lt in the 8 th cen t ury 
by King Otfa, ana t he ruins used as a quarry by Nicholas Baco n 
f o r his Gorhambury ma nsion, which became his f oster son Franc i s ' 
s ta tely h ome. This i s the place where Ben J onson spent his time 
editing Lord Verulam 's greatest work: SHAKESPEARE. wh i ch co ntains 
in Henry VI part 2, Act V. scene 2 a most telling line o r two 
spoken ?n St. Albans by Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York , 'So lie 
t 0ou tnere: for und erneath an alehouse' paltry sian. t he Ca s tl e 
or St. Albans, Somerse t has made the wizard famous in h is death.' 
The Somers et. in this case . refers to the Duke therec,f. who 
Richard had Just sla i n in battle: but how cunningly it d lso r e fers 
to Mer l in. and ti es in the martyred Albanus and the p o lit ically 
marty red author. 

So. out of it all. wha t does Merlin mean to me? A man o f myst e ry 
with the quite norma l but extraordinary powers o f the Rosi crucian 
adept and member of t r.e wnite Brotherhood. one of whom. ac co r d ing 
to the New Testame nt . was witnessed af t e r that Stone ha,j been 

(concluded on page 2 0 J 
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This ~ound Table was ordained of Arthur that when his fair 
iel:owshi p sat to meat their c hairs should be high alike, their 
ser·,ice equal, and none before or af t er his c omrade . Thus no 
man coul d boast that he was e:<a l t ed above his fellow, for all 
ali '.{e were gathered round the board, and none was alien at the 
br e.i king of Arthur's bread. At this table sat Br i tons, 
Frenco r:,en, Normans, Angevins, Flemings, Burgundians, and 
Lober ins. Knights had t heir plac e who held land of the king, 
fr ,:; m the furthest marches of the west even unto the Hi 11 of St . 
Berna r d . [ 1l 

As desert bed by Robert 'iace in the twelfth-century Roman de Brut, the 
pu rpac;e of t he Round Table is to prevent jealousy and disputes over 
pr ecedence among the knights of Arthur's court. Around half a century 
later, Layamon' s Brut te lls how the Round Table is made by a Cornish 
carpenter who has heard that Arthur's knights have been fighting among 
t hel:l.Sel ves: 

But I wi ll thee work a board exc eeding fair, that thereat may 
sit sixteen hundred and more, all turn about, so that none be 
wi thout; without and within, man against man. And when thou 
wilt r ide, with thee thou mightest it carry, and set it where 
t':!ou wilt, after thy will; and then thou needest never fear, to 
the wor ld 's end, that ever any moody knight at thy board may 
make fight, for there shall t he high be even with t he l ow. (21 

According to the Queste del Saint Graal - broadly following the accounts 
g iven by Robert de Barron a few years previously - the idea for the 
Round Table came from the table of fellowship set up by Joseph of 
l,rimathea, whi c h was i tself based on t he table of the Last Supper . 
However, its shape makes the Round Table unique among the three, which 
seem t o have been con7entionally rectangular . By this time, getting near 
t o the middle of the thirteenth century, the manufac ture of the Round 
Table has become ascribed to Merlin, who made it for a different purpose 
ent irely, 

t o embody a very subtle meaning. For i n its name it mirrors the 
r oundness of t he earth, the concentric spheres of the planets 
and of t he elements in the firmamen t ; and in these hea venly 
spb.e res we see the stars and =ny things besides; whence it 
foll ows t hat t he Round Table i s a true epi tome of t he universe . 
[ 3] 
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:t . is ?~~haps fitting :.!:ta t the Gra il qu4=s~ "Jarks ::i~ ;;i:1:-,ac: ~ _: ! ':ic 
]oun~ Tao.1.e ' s a~_hie~em~nt,_ a.s it is :tself soGcer :,-=d •,.,it.-£) ::·.-= ~,d::1g : : 
one _.ycle and • .. ne .:,eg1nn1n,3 of another. The ~n i.::; .1t who -::::::,1~1:-=s t\.i .::. 

~:i ~est is the new king of the Grail re alm, .;;ucc~t.:ding 4:he m i=ed ;•:s2.;; 
:<ing : The Grail Castle is another ;nodei sf :lie i: Dstios , :-c·Jn'l - a :-i j 
see::a ngly :-e 7 ol v i n~ - _in 1io1:·ram ·,on Escheri':ac:',. ' .3 Par~J-.·11 ; ·::;ut .::qua:-~ 
~r ~our- _co rn4=red e1,:;e·,.,nere, corresponding to t :le :"::; :..: ~ ca r".i:.:1al _: cJ.n-: ·-;. 
.t 1s ai so usually sur,ounded ::i y ·,c, t er as "'"' •o•-o~-r '•l ,..,:.._ ···a~ t h ' ... - I • ·- - , ~. • - :, \, ... .... ' ..I. ..!. ::, <,.. .., .:, 

• ou:3h . to b.,, ~n : t.e Gentre o f t;:e Fi she r Ki:::g ' , ... all ' - 3. '-la~ ' :i~ 

:ire, wh.::.l~ t.he r oom is lit ·~y ::and les and ':he s~;e r-:i ;:-.;r::il- ~:.- lr·N _,~ f -;~; 
lrr3 i~ and Lance. Indeed, aescri ptions of t he • Gra i·l ?rocessi o·~, - r esa :=bl; 
nothing so .:iuch as the Coperni c an model of the .3.~lar Any bl sys~e ~. 
resem :ince , howe·,e r, is ali.:ost certa inly accidental ra tier than 
i nf armed or pr ophetic. The pr ocession descr : bed : n Chr~ t i e n de Tr oyes • 
Perceval suggests something altogether difierent: 

I~ ea_c_h candlestick bu rned ten cand l es at the ·1ery least. A 
girl "'na r:a;:r;e in ... was holding -~ gr ail between her :lands. ·/h f} :1 

she enter ed holding t he grail, so bri.i.liant a light a?pear<ed 
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-: h.1-: ·: h~ -andl ~·.; lost thei r br ightness like the 3tu r s or the 
x .:n ,.;hen the .3un ri s es . .1.ftP. r he r c.:une another girl, hold inSs a 
3:~?Ar ~ru11che r. ( 41 

( !J, .. ti-,n :ia :o ·:irtually spelled it out for us. Here we have a 
r ,:i:Jr~ ~ :H.a t io 71 o f the heavens, the stars represented by candles, the sun 
b~ cb• i r ail , 1nd the moon by the t rencher. The procession itself is an 
.. r: ;ic ·.co.s nc cJ i :~e diu rnal c ycle , the physi ca l process that marks the flow 
;:r ::~ . ~his fits i n weli with the ' time~essness ' of the Grail Castle. 
,n c · ':,a rwor l ::::r place where the normal rules of t ime crnd space are 
.;u·s;,.sc: : -,1. 30 tha t t he Fishe r i(ing i s kept ali·,e, horribly wounded, 
~ lt~c~: t :ie ceed for pr ope r s ustena nce, and ~here even Jose ph o f 
.;r\"'3:~ea s t i: l lives, fa r beyond hi :5 ;iatural span, according t o soc,e 
··•~r si:,~s ot : he story. The Grail controis time·, and that which time 
.1 : :'ec : :; . 

::ne Ji :he Grai l ' s mythical analo11ues i s the golden cup o f t he 
:::o ·l~r-=i .~nty ci I re land , who i s - in the story known as The Phanto:11 ' s 
?re.a:: :·.· at · '.east - placed i n the ,:ompany of Lugh , a god with sol ar 
::icc , ::stes. : n medieval thought, kingship was closely associated with 
:".e 3 -0 :, , ~ han;a;o·:er f rom the :ieathen past , when kings -,..ere beli eved t o 
c<> .:.ascended :ram a sola r being . Germanic k i nljS were supposedly the 
~es~e:'an ts c i Odin or Vaden; and the Irish ancestral deities - of both 
,r'.:;,s·; and raya l lines, but especiaily the latter - seem t o have. been 
si cni ! ar t o, if not identica l with, Lugh. Odin and Lugn, many- skilled 
gods , sprang from t he same Inda-European concept'. lightning-wielding 
5 ;.y-gads wi th sol ar characteristics , guardians oI cosmic and social 
c r der , and ;,atrons of the ;,oetic and magi cal arts. Arthu~ - who~se_ sword 
:, e<cali:u r identifies him as another lightning-wielder, is cas, _i n the 
sa.oe .Jould. The spear-wounded Fi sher King i s another , as is his 
successor, whether the spearman Perceval or t he solar hero Gawain . 

I ma.;es of t he cosmos are quite appropriate to t he romances. Lugh's 
.J th <? r·,;c rld pa l ace i s by a t r~e, a representation of the axi s mundi like 
·:::rg-:rasiil , the ~orse Wor ld Tree, beneat h which lies Odi~'s hall. 
;, ;~,., :-' s Round Table i s one representat:on of the c osmos, ,,he Grail 
: ast, e and t he procession are another. Ther: are a_ number of 
ceoresentations of the cosmic centre to be found 1n the Grail romances, 
and I :,ave dealt with these e lsewhere - but it is important to note that 
~ bey 1 re, by and l arge, assoc1a t ed wi t h t he quest for the Grall and 
with :he cosmic order it represents. To the medieval mind, the popular 
and :,:est potent i mage of t hat order - God and Christ aside - was the 
:,erson of a king, whose authority was symbolised by the orb and sceptre , 
~he -.-orld and t he lightning-spear. The king ' s lineage was all-important. 

Ancestry and c osmos are c ombined in t~e Queste_ del Saint Gr~al ~hen 
Lance 1ot, t ravelling alone i n a forest, nas a vision of a golden c rowned 
:nan ' se t all about with stars ', with se·,en kings and two . knights [ 51 · 
·a·or Lancelot is told that the man surrounded by stars 1s Celydoine, 
:e;; ed '.n ' the course of the stars and planets and the laws t hat govern 
the f irmament • ( 6 l . Cel ydoi ne is Lancelot's ancestor, and the seven 
kic ~s are the founders of his line; while the two knights are Lancelot 
o.L:JSel f and Galahad, his son. The hermit who explains this refers to t he 
dr <? a~ of King Evalach in which a lake issues from the loins of 
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Celydoine, who is Evalach ' s nephew, and nine rivers flow from the lake, 
one · of them deeper, swifter , and wi der than the others. The gr eater 
river was c loudy and t hick near its sou r c e, clear and sparkling in the 
middle, and eve n more so near its end . 

Like the seven kings and two knights, these waters also represent 
Lancelot's line, with Ga lahad - inevitably - allotted the greater and 
fairer river. The lineage is confused, but several mythical figures can 
be d iscerned. R.S . Loomi s sees Cel ydoine as a ve r s ion of Merli n, another 
being versed in the ways of the heavens; and the name ' Celydoine' also 
points in his direction. Lancelot is a watered-down rendering o f Lugh ; 
and Galahad may be a rendering of Cu Roi, who in Irish tradi t i on is Cu 
Chulainn' s greatest enemy. Cu Chu la inn is actually Lugh' s natu ral son, 
but it seems probable that th is can be re s olved by treating t he rival 
' hounds ' as reflexes of the rival twins of Inda-European c osmogonic 
myth. Traces of this theme can be seen in the rival brothers Beli and 
Bran - of whom the latter is patently the same as King Ban, Lancel ot's 
fa ther, while the former is possibly cognate with Balor, Lugh's 
grandfather and victim. The relationships are confused and confusing, 
but there is an emerging pattern. 

According to the Norse creation myth, a number of rivers - probably 
e l even or twelve, though the exact number is unclear - flowed from the 
we l l Hvergelmir, located in t he far north, and met with heat and flame 
from Muspell in the south. From the reaction of the two elements, the 
primordial giant Y'mir ( 'Twin') was formed, from whom the race of giants 
were born, the forerunners of the gods . Y'mir was killed by Odin (helped 
by his brothers) who made the cosmos from the corpse: 

From Y'mir's flesh 
the earth was made 
and from his blood the seas, 
crags from his bones , 
trees from his hair, 
and from his skull the sky. 

From his eyebrows 
the blessed gods 
made Miogaro for the sons of men, 
and from his brains 
were created 
the storm-threatening clouds. [71 

This is a very archaic myth indeed, and versions occur in a number of 
other Inda-European traditions - in the Rig Veda, the story of Romulus 
and Remus, and s o on, The Norse poem has preserved it in a remarkably 
ancient form. What is i nteresting in this context is, firstly, that the 
creation of the primal being is facilitated by a number of . rivers 
emanating from a well in the axial polar region <marked by the seven 
stars of Ursa Maj or, a constellation traditionally perceived as a kind 
of cosmic regulator, with certain links to Odin or 'ioden in Germanic 
tradition; perhaps relating to the seven kings of Lancelot ' s vision); 
secondly, that this primal being is a twin or dyadic figure. These can 
be related to the dream of Evalach - the more s o when it is remembered 
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tha t this mytholop;ical fr.,me work i s the source of Inda-European social 
ilO d ritual legi tunacy: the death and dismemberment oi the g iant i s the 
original sacrif i ce, the r"irst ritual. He is the first creature to die 
and thus becomes king o f the dead, the first king; and his killer is th~ 
fi r st pr iest . [8] 

The passage of time has blurred t he old relationships, so that Odin, for 
i~~~-~nce, ha~ both ritual-mag ical and regal attributes. Originally, the 
d111e ren ti at1on was much clearer, l ay ing the foundation for the medieval 
disti nc ti on between secular and religious power , and their mutual 
dependence. The relationship is partly retained in t hat which exists 
betwee n Ar thur and Merlin - the king and t he oogician, which may go some 
wav towarris explaining Merlin's place, as Celydoine, in the visions of 
Evalach and Lancel ot. On the other ha nd, Merlin has mu c h i n c ommon with 
Odin. They are not identical, but the quasi -historical Merlin would ha ve 
been a natural choice to inherit some aspects of the Norse shaman-god . 

By an appropriately circuitous route, this brings us back to the Round 
Tar.le. From t he Inda-European cosrno~ony, we can infer that the king 
represents the wor l d itsel f, also symbol ised by the Round Table . Perhaps 
~hi s i s what Layamon' s Cornish caroenter means when he says to Arthur : 
'with thee t hou mightest it carry, and set it where thou wilt, after thy 
Wi 11, I 
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('The Reality of Merlin' cont. from page 15) 

r olled away from the t omb in which another Brother had been laid 
af t er· a particularl y exacting t1me! Yes. the tomb o f Joseph of 
Ar 1mathea who . as we know. suffered lengthy impriso nment for his 
be l 1er 1n Jesus. He c ame over to this c ountry in 63 AD and f ounded 
the Abbey of Gl astonbury (which has been a Thorn in the side o f 
Christianity ever since!) ---

Tnus we ha ve the cradle o f Freemasonry in this country 
Albans. and we have _the earliest of the Shakespeare plays : 
La oour Lost~ which is a primer of Freemasonry . and the last 
p ld: s, The _1empest. being a more comprehensi •✓e and in-depth 
on tne subJect - as long as you k now the code ! 

at St . 
Love' s 
of the 

work 

As o ne c an only see t he Real1ty o f Shakespeare with the Esoteric 
eye. so c an o ne only see the Reality o f Merlin. a Limne r who left 
u~. t h r ough Malory and Spenser !sai d to be o ne o f Bacon's 'Good 
Pens ' J with the most magi c al of pictures. 
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* YEAR OF ARTHUR 
The True Story: Each year, 
somewhere in the press, someone 
proclaims it to be the Year of 
Arthur. An article in the Sunday 
Mercury for January 10th 
reviewed Keatman & Phillip's 
book King Arthur - The True Story 
and announced that 'fresh 
revelations' will be included in 
the paperback edition due to be 
published in May (Arrow). 
Apparently the trail leads to 

• ' Warwick Castle and will disclose 
information about 'the magic 
sword Excalibur. ' ( I can't 
wait . ) 
The rev iew claims it is the Year 
of Arthur because it is 1, 500 
years since the Battle of Badon 
and warns us that the anniversary 
has already excited the interest 
of Hollywood. The final words 
have a ring: "Like Robin Hood, 
our other great national hero, 
King Arthur is a good 
thing . . . whether he existed or 
not.' 
Return of Guinevere: We knew 
that Arthur would return, 
whether Guinevere is or was a 
good thing is more debatable. 
The Independent came up with a 
long article, 'The legend 
according to Arthur's Missus, ' 
which revealed that at least 10 
films are being made in Hollywood 
on Arthurian themes. One, called 
' Guinevere , Truth of a Legend' , 
stands apart, however, be cause 
its script editor Laura 
Phelan, a 32 year old Canadian -
did no research for her t h eme . 
"No . You see, I saw it all . I WAS 
Guinevere in a previous life.' 
At Glastonbury Laura recognised 
her own grave and bought a 4' 
silver-plated, mediaeval 
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'Excalibur' at the Glastonbury 
Experience for £200 . Her 
memories of Arthur's lady are 
very dark aged i ndeed: "She was a 
knife-wielding monomaniac who 
used her body to gain power and 
influence over men . " (Her 
screenplay pictures Gwen slicing 
off a Saxon's private parts to 
make a refreshing cup of tea and 
shows her beheading her sister­
in-law . ) 
Ten years ago La u ra took past ­
life regression classes under 
hypnosis and discovered the 
truth: Guinevere ~a s raped whe n 
young and learnt to use men for 
her own ends . She also recall e d 
that she had hi gher cheek ~ones 
and bigger breasts then. 
Universal Studios asked her t o 
'beef up Arthur' and make less of 
Gwen so the film i s now being 
made independent ly. 
Laura has had diff iculty i n 
persuading Peter O'Too le to pl ay 
Merlin: she knows he was Lancel ot 
in the good o ld days but this has 
made him 'very distant'. She 
believes that ' he and Guinevere 
hav e yet to resolve their 
difficult i es.' Let's hope they 
do. 
I thought of approaching Laura 
for a walk-on role but I ' m afraid 
she might cast me as a Saxon. 



* THE MEDIA 
Christmas Roundup: Over the 
holiday we had the chance to see 
several 'Arthurian' films: 
A Connect:icut Yankee: Ch. 4, 
Dec. 25th. The fourth version of 
the Mark Twain story updated and 
featuring Cosby Show child-star 
Keshina Knight Pulliam . A 10 
year old schoolgirl is 
transported back to Camelot. 
Jean Marsh emerged from below 
stairs as a real baddie but 
childish goodness and American 
guts prevailed. WAS it really a 
dream though? 
Indiana Jones & the Last: Crusade: 
BBC l, 25th Dec . 
Mont:y Pyt:hon & the Holy Grail: 
BBC 2, 31st Dec. The grail quest 
provides an excuse for some 
bizarre Python slapstick and 
absurd comedy. A paperback book 
is available with pictures and 
the script. 
The Sword in the St:one: ITV, 
26th Dec. Walt Disney's cartoon 
version of T.H. White. The 
shape-shifting episodes gave the 
Disney artists great scope for 
transformations and animal 
ballets. Best sequence is 
Merlin's fight with 'Min' . Where 
Sir Kay wandered in from is 
anybody's guess. 
Entry in the Cambridge 
University Student's 
~lternative Prospectus, 1992: 

The main drawback of Queen's is 
the useless tumble driers and the 
lack of famous ex-Queen's 
students - Stephen Fry, Erasmus 
and somebody called T . H. White 
who apparently wrote the Sword in 
the Stone are the only ones 
anybody has ever heard of. ' Fame 
indeed! 
Iceman: Horizon: 8th March. An 
update on last year's film of the 
frozen body discovered in an 
Alpine glacier in 1991 
described as one of thi~ 
century's most significant 
archaeological events. The 
latest finds indicate that 
Iceman has upset the prehistoric 
applecart for he is over 5000 
years old and was carrying metal 
artefacts when he should have 
been a stone age man. 

Interesting also 
insights into 
minds! 

for its 
politician's 

* ENACTMENT SOCIETIES 
English Heritage: The Events 
Diary for 1993 is now available. 
Called Bringing Hist:ory Alive 
it lists 197 events between Aprii 
and late October . The 
anniversary of the Roman 
Conquest of Britain is being 
celebrated this year and there 
are two special events: 
1. Richborough Castle, Kent 
(May 15th, 16th). Over 50 
Imperial troops parading and 
demonstrating, including Dutch 
enthusiasts and the Ermine 
Street Guard. (Enquiries: 0304-
612013) 
2. Maiden Castle, Dorset (Aug. 
7th, 8th). The Legio Augusta, 
led by Vespasianus, captured 
this enormous hill. Imperial 
troops plus the Durotriges 
tribe, including ladies . 
(Enquiries: 0305-820539) 

The Ermine Street Guard will also 
be appearing at Wroxeter, 
Shropshire (June 26th, 27th), 
(Enquiries: 0743-761330); at 
Corbridge Roman Site, 
Northumberland (Aug. 29th), 
(Enquiries: 0430-632349); and 
Dover Castle, Kent (Sept. 25th, 
26th), (Enquiries: 0304-
201628). 
A very interesting event will be 
'The Fury of t ,he Vikings' at 
Tynemouth Castle, (April 11th, 
12th). A Saxon encampment, with 
the Saxons defending their 
families and homes from the 
Viking raiders. 
Prytani: Celtica have 
advertised this Iron Age Celtic 
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Society for two years now and I 
have written fo r information 
twice, to no avai 1. I think 
enactment societies are too busy 
waving swords and pitching tents 
to communicate with the C20th ! 
Apparently the Prytani are going 
from strength to strength and are 
looking for new recruits because 
they are in such demand. You can 
try to contact them via: Orm 
Scoffin, 8 Long St., Gerlan, 
Bethesda, Gwynedd, LL 57 3SY. 
(0248-602772) 
The English Compani ons: This is 
a fellowship which promotes 
wider interest in all aspects of 
the Old English or Anglo-Saxon 
culture and traditions. The 
fellowship Heahwitha (High 
Counsellor) has devised a 
correspondence course in Wessex 
Old English, or swegciest, which 
has 8 lessons and a tape. To buy 
them you must join the 
Companions. Membership 'gield' 
is £10. Write to: The 
Membership Secretary, Da 
Engliscan Gesiaas, BM Box 4336, 
London, WClN 3XX. 
Arthurian Enactment: At least 
one member is interested in 
contacting others who would like 
to discuss forming an Arthurian 
enactment group (see Letters 
page ) : why not get in touch; it 
might be enormous fun. * ROYAL MAIL SPECIAL STAMPS 
The British Philatelic Bureau, a 
branch of the Royal Mail Service, 
has announced that it will 
release a set of special stamps 
on June 15th, to mark the 
anniversary of the Roman 
Occupation of Britain. Leaflet : 
Special Stamp Calendar, 1993, 
from main post offices or 
Customer Enquiry 1 ine, ( 031-550-
8989). 
* GAMES 
Miniature Wargames: I wrote 
about role-play games last time 
and readers might like to know 
that an interesting article on 
Arthurian games appears in The 
Arthurian Encyclopaedia (ed. 
Norris Lacy). A much extended 
version which takes account of 
the more recent fantasy 
gamesbooks and computer games 

a ppears in The New Arthurian 
Encylapaedia. The game 
'Excalibur' (Ata ri Program 
Exchange) is described as of the 
war-game vari ety: "The wealth of 
detail offers t he most complete 
vicarious experience of all 
Arthurian games." I have no idea 
whether this game is available in 
t his country, however. 
Miniature wargaming may appeal 
to those of you who are 
interested in historical 
authentic ity. Typical ter rains 
and combat situations between 
Dark Age armies can be created 
and played out. Research and 
modelling are i n teresting 
aspects in their own right and 
the painting of the figures is a 
hobby in itself. The magazine 
Miniature Wargames can be 
obtained from newsstands and 
provides add resses fo r suppliers 
o f miniature scale figures which 
are sold as armies. These are 
properly researched and their 
range is fascinating: Irish, 
Scots, Picts, Romans (Sub-Roman , 
Marian and Imperial) , Saxons, 
Vikings and Normans, etc. There 
are also Wars of the Roses and 
Crusader figures. 
Write to: The Guardroom, 38 West 
Street, Dunstable , Beds. LUG lTA 
( 0582-606041). Send 3 stamps for 
catalogue of figures, rules, 
research books etc. Ask al so for 
details of table-top games and 
boardgames by Avalon Hill and 
Victory from the USA. 
According to H.G. Wells who wrote 
Lit:t:le Wars in 1913 , wargames are 
games 'for boys from 12 years to 
150 and for that more intelligent 
sort of girl who likes boys' 
games and books. ' (Oops! ) 

Arthurian Chess: Arthurian 
enthusiasts will probably have 
an Arthurian or Mediaeval set 
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al r eady , i f not here are s ome 
ideas: it is possible to b uy 
resi n ches s sets in che shops but 
the mou lds are readily available 
to c.is t your own . The advantage 
of doi ng it yourself is that you 
can ge t more intere s ting 
fin i shes with metal powders and 
antique stains. Write to: 
Fred Aldous Ltd. ,P.O. Box 135, 3 7 
Leve r Street, Manchester l . 
(061 - 236 - 2477) . They can s upply 
CamPlot, Camelot large, 
L~onheart, :1ediaeval and 
P~antagenet moulds for orices 
between ~7.25 and £13. 86 . • they 
also supply resin,metal powders , 
stain, free informati o n 
leaflets, etc. It is possible to 
d~sign and make moulds from your 
own patterns a nd this ..,as covered 
in an article i n 'Golden Homes' 
(a ~arshall Cavend ish 
;3~yclopaed ia ), Vol. 7, Part 

* ARTffiJRIA.~ STORY TELLING 
Sto r y telling has enjoyed a oreat 
rev i val i n the ?ast 12 year; and 
I have been involved pers onal ly 
in runni ng courses fo r teacher s 
and students. I a:n thinking of 
f orming a n Arthuri an story 
telling group a fter visi ting 
John -:nd Cai tlin :1atth, : • S who 
gave ~e some in t eres ti ng 
contacts when I visited them i n 
Feoruary: 
~Crack: this is a brand new 
magazine ( Feo.93) on story 
telling and the o ral tradition 
rt. aims to become 'l. source of 
stimulating ideas and material. 
3x a year: Feb. , Jun e . , Oct 
Annual sub. is £7.SO inc l udin~ 
p&p.. Cheque t:o ' Paper Shoe 
Puolicaticns' a t Pape r Shoe 
Puolications, Crack 
st.:bsc:::-ipticns, c l o The Crick 
Crack Of fi ce, 0alby St. London 
NWS 3NQ. ' ' 

St~ Te il~nq Centre: the 
i nterim :1ame =o r -i new . h society 
w ich is being to r med to promote 

i nformed, s end 3 stamps to Joan 
Jones, 8 Bert Allen Drive, Old 
Le,"lke, Boston, Lines., PE2 2 9LE 

Two books to i nspire you: 
l: The Craneskin Bag, by Robin 
Will i amson, (P.XXII / 2, Spring 
92 J • Robin s book is a model for 
anyone wishing to become a modern 
~a rd - ( ISBN O 86241 218 8. 
t.9. 95). His tapes °' books a re 
available f rom: Robin Wi lli amson 
r'roductions, BCM 4797 Lo ndon 
WClN JXX. ' 
2 . Story Te l 1 ing & t he Art of 
r1,1:agination , by Nancy Mellon 
(cl ement £7 . 99, ISBN l 85230 339 
5 J Cover descri pt ion: "Sto r y 
telling is a real a nd tangible 
way of sharing ou r thoughts and 
f eelings. I t awakens a nd 
nouri shes the timeless and 
a r chetypal exper ience, symbols 
a nd f? rces within all o f us." A 
del:gntful , sensitive and 
i ns p i rat i onal book. 
* COURSES, LECTURES AND TOURS 
Access Ar chaeo l ogy Tours: Each 
tou r includes visits to sites 
recent f ieldwork and, whereve~ 
poss ible , cu rren t excavations . 
Spee ial i st guide s are e moloyed 
a nd s ites include those not open 
to t he publi c. 1993 tours 
include: 
Christian Northumbria: (Au 9_ 
14 l r • d · · g . , ~in ist arne , Jarrow 
Hexham, ~ ipon , Fountain 's Abbe; 
a nd Durham c athedral. St aying in 
Du rham Ca s tle . 

s tory tel ling . There will be a 
form,ll launcn meeting at The 
Lecture The atre , Centra l 
Lib r ary, Chamberlain Square 
Birmingham on Sat. 19th June' 
Free, open :o all. I shali 
probably be there. To be kept 

T_~~~.Bgdom of Rheged: 
Ar ~h urian sites in Cumb , 
(S t 12 17 · r~ d. ep ·- - ) . Was Ur ien Rheged 
the real King Arthur ? Explore 
the evidence. Visit Caer Luel 
Catreath , Lyvennet, etc. o n f ul l 

day excursions. Staying in the 
Lake District. 
A training course in fieldwork is 
also offered for a month in 
July / August by the Chichester 
Archaeological Unit on a Roman 
site. 
Write for information: 
Speciality Tours, 69 Glisson 
Rd., Cambridge, CBl 2HG. 
Aberystwyth Celtic Summer 
School: A reminder, llth-30th 
July, 93. Single rooms and all 
meals. Morning study: 3 seminars 
from a choice; afternoons: 
lectures and a chance to learn 
modern Welsh or palaeography . 
Two full day excursions. 
Lecturers and leaders include: 
Dr. Anne Ross, Dr. Juliette Wood, 
Dr. Patricia Lysaght and Prof. 
Brynley Roberts. 
School Organiser: Gerald Morgan, 
MA, 10-11, Laura Place, 
Aberystwyth, Wales. ( 0970-
622677) 

British Museum Tours: These are 
mostly to exotic foreign sites 
but the current brochure, which 
is well worth sending for, 
includes 'Romans in North 
Britain': 7 days departing 22nd 
July. Tour begins at York and 
visits Durham, South Shields, 
Hadrian's Wall, Birdoswald, 
Chester, Homesteads, 
Vindolanda, Carrawburgh (Temple 
of Mi thras), Edinburgh for Roman 
Scotland, Antonine Wall, Glasgow 
Museum, Ardoch and Fendoch. Back 
via Melrose Abbey, Newstead, 
Corbridge. Lecturer throughout. 
Expensive but tempting. British 
Museum Tours, 46 Bloomsbury 
Street, London, WClB 3QQ. (071-
323-8895) 

* ARCHAEOLOGICAL NEWS 
Another Druid Prince / Princess? A 
major research project is being 
carried out on the Greater 
Manchester Mosses by the 
University of Manchester and 
funded by British Heritage. 
There are 55 such sites making up 
a vast area in this part of the 
North West and these are thought 
to be rich in prehistoric 
remains. Investigators have 
already discovered three skulls: 
those of Worsley Man, Red Moss 
Lady and Ashton Man's Head. The 
University's Archaeological 
Unit has announced, "We are 
convinced there is a wealth of 
fascinating material below the 
mosses." Robert McNeil, 
Assistant Director, says, 
"Damage to the remains suggests 
that they were willing 
sacrificial victims." Lindow 
Moss is 12 miles south of 
Manchester and it may be only a 
matter of time before new 
evidence allows a sequel to . be 
written to The Life and Death of 
a Druid Prince. Exciting news. 
Verlamio ( Pendragon XXII / 2): 
This is believed to be the most 
important Celtic tomb found in 
Britain. The wealth of the king, 
the destruction of valuables and 
human sacrifices indicate his 
importance. Archaeologists have 
dated pottery between AD45 and 50 
and conjectured that it is the 
tomb of Adminius, a son of 
Cunobelin,who pledged loyalty to 
Caligula and gained his favour. 
This meant he took his brother 
Caractacus' place as ruler of the 
tribal confederacy led by the 
Catuvelauni. 
A team led by Rosalind Niblett 
from St . Albans has also 
unearthed the remains of a great 
Romano-Celtic temple facing 
towards the tomb and built about 
40 years later. The whole 
complex was surrounded by a 
ditch, flanked by human and 
animal sacrifices . Besides the 
rich finds, the royal tomb is 
helping archaeologists to piece 
together the rituals of a great 
Celtic state funeral. This is a 
Celtic Sutton Hoo. 
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* ART AND ARTEFACTS 
The Celtic Collection: This :ho is a member of Pendragon, is 

. freelance commercial 
illustrator with a special lo 

book, by Alice Starmore 
contains 25 knitwear designs fo; 
men, women and children based on 
Celtic colours and patterns. 100 
colour photographs, 144pp . 
£19.99 . (Anaya Pubs. 1992)(ISBN: 
l _ 85470-185) Available: Past 
Times and bookshops. 
' Rhiannon' : Rhiannon Evans' s 
Celtic Jewellery is known world 
wide • . Don't miss her craft 
c entre if you are in West Wales. 
She _ has now produced three 
designs for_ T-shirts and long 
sleeved shirts with symbols 
chosen from the Mabinogi . The 
illustration shows th 
'Rh . • e iannon design . Also 
available are: , Twrch Trwyth, 
the supernatural boar of 
Culhwch, and 'Gwydion' the 
Magician . Contact. Rhi· a T • nnon, regaron, SY25 6JL ( 0974 _ 
298415). 

, Myth and Magic' : The Tudor Mint. 
You _ will have seen thes~ 
miniatures of Dragons , Wizards 
Unicorns, Enchantresses, etc . i~ 
many shops. Twelve desi ns 
represent the Arthurian lege;d 
including Merlin , Arthur ' 
Guinevere , Camelot, Excal i bur' 
Prices from £12.35 to £ l 9 75 • 
Coloured catalogue from · .Th. 
Tudo r Mint, Vulcan • Rd e 
Solihull, W. Midlands, 891 2JY : 
(021-705-4624). Send 50p. 

of Arthurian legends . H~= 
s?lendid prints look like 
Victorian mezzotint engravings 
and Morgan ' s 'Valley of N 
Return', which shows th~ 
enchanted place where h 
t 7apped faithless knights, i! ! 
piece of work that ranks with the 
very best of Arthurian 
illustration . Ed also has 
postcards of Ladies of the Lake 
Write to: Ed Org la St M • p d ' • argaret 
ara e, Bennington St 

Cheltenham, Glos. GL50 4EB, 
( 0242-579300). A • 
impressive talent . very 
* IAN FORRESTER ROBERTS 
Member Ian, whose fine Arthurian 
Exhibition I have oft-en 
mentioned, has been studying t he 
legends for over 30 years . He 
has recentl y been followi ng 
strands which connect Art hur 
with the Languedoc regi on ot" 
France . I am delighted to repor t 
that Ian has won a Churchill 
travelling fellowship to pursue 
his studies in France. He is one 
of 93 people in the UK out of 1600 
to be so honoured . Well done 
Ian . ' 

The range is available from 
Cas t le Wel s h Crafts 1 C 
St c d . , a st l e 

• , ar iff . ( 02 22- 343038 J who 

* KEN LIVINGSTONE, ARTHURIAN 
What has Ken got to do with 
Arthurian matters you ask ? I 
was listening to Desert Isl and 
Discs on Radio 4 on the 7th March 
when Sue Lawley asked him whic h 
book he would take to the Island. 
His answer: The Mists of Avalo n 
by Ma rion Bradley . He sa i d h 
was particularly fascinated b; 
the con_f lict between one system 
o~ beliefs (Druidic pagan i sm) 
with anot_her wh i ch sought to 
displace it ( Christianity J I 
had . spent many hours ~ver 
Christmas reading th i s b k 
myself. I'll send him a copy

0
~f 

this edit ion: who knows he may be 
encouraged to join us and wr ite 
an article for PENDRAGON H 
about it Ken? • ow 

a lso stock some striking Celt i c 
J e wellery: brooches, pendants 
bracele t s and necklets ' 
Arthuri a n Artwork : Ed~ard Org , 

* EXCHANGE MAGAZINES 
D~agon: Sadly, Charles Evans­
Gunther has discontinued his 
journal after lo years, owing 
mainly to the lack of 
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contributions from his 
subscribers . He had been keeping 
things going for some time by his 
own efforts and those of a few 
fai thfuls. (There's a lesson for 
us all there ! ) Unlike Dragon , we 
are not solely interested in the 
historical Arthur, but having 
said this I am pleased to report 
that Charles is going to give us 
the benefit of his expertise in 
the Dark Ages by writing 
regularly for PENDRAGON. A 
number of his members have 
already joined us and we welcome 
them warmly . We hope they will 
contribute to our journal also . 
Meyn Mavro: Winter / Spring, 
1993. This attractive journal 
has been running a two-part 
article on 'Guide to Inscribed 
Stones ' by Professor Charles 
Thomas. These articles refer to 
the Cornish stones mainly, but 
they should be of great interest 
to everyone, coming from such a 
distinguished writer. 
Gloucestershire Earth 
Mysteries: No .14 Ronald 
Fletcher and Danny Sullivan 
present a persuasive argument in 
'Where lies the Once and Future 
King?· . Needless to say, the 
answer is that Arthur was crowned 
and buried at Woodchester, near 
Stroud in Gloucestershire. They 
claim the Roman v illa there was 
the probable site of Arthur's 
headquarters, Camelot. We'll 
need Charles to e xamine the 
proofs they offer, but it's 
fascinating reading. 
* ARTHUR ' S ROUND TABLE 
The advert for Rougement wine on 
television has cleared up the 
mystery of why King Arthur had 
his Round Table made: in order to 
turn it so that his favourite 
wine was always available to him 
before it could be consumed by 
his company . 
* PUBLICITY 
Geoff ' s letter has led to several 
members taking an active part in 
distributing our publicity 
leaflets around their own areas, 
which gained us a modest number 
of applications . Charles Evans 
Gunther has kindly passed on 
inquiries following Celtica's 
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mention of DRAGON, this had led 
to eight or so joining us , 
together with some of his own 
members. We are now waiting f or 
his American members to get in 
touch. Ian Forrester Robert ' s 
Exhibition publicity brought in 
about eight more. That means 
about 3 5 in al 1, with new members 
in Italy , Canada and Holland. If 
you . can help do let us know. 
We've got some new ideas brewing 
up, but it has been a good year s o 
far . * PENDRAGON 
As you now know , Eddie and Anne 
are giving over the editorship to 
my hands after this journal . I 
shall have much more to say about 
PENDRAGON' s debt to them in my 
first editorial . I intend to 
bring the magazine out on the 
Celtic cross-quarter days : Aug. 
1st , Nov. 1st, Feb. 1st and May 
1st in future. This is not for 
any 'mystical ' reasons, it just 
fits my year better and a v oids 
Christmas It also gives me 
till July to produce my first 
PENDRAGON. I have plans that I 
think are exciting and I have had 
offers to write from several new 
names . My policy will be to 
honour our aims and present 
material on ALL aspects of 
Arthurian matters: 
archaeological and historical , 
legendary , mythical and folk, 
lit e rature and a rt . This i s what 
PENDRAGON has always stood for 
and will continue to be: a forum 
for Everyone interested in King 
Arthur and the Matter of Britain. 
Thanks Eddie and Anne for 16 
1 i vely, interesting and punctual 
journals. 

oooooooooooooottt oooooooooooooo 



'What _Merlin means to n:ie'. I'm afraid, is mainly a hand 
plot-g 1mm1 c k _on which Ge o ftrey. Mal ory and o thers can hanq vari ou~ 
1mprobab1l1t1es thereby hoping that they will seem iess so. 

On t he other hand. the following may possibly interest you 

iIRSTd O~h ALL. the name De i rdre derives fr om a charming old Irish 
t~g~n · h e was known as 'Deirdre o f the 3orrows' . on the ar0 unds 
He: bs et was reckoned t o have more than her fair share of same 

eau Y at trac ted the attention of the notorious Kin,· 
~oncho~ar. but _ she preferred her boy-friend Naoise Coronoun cei 
t~~yisyflo~ P~~s ibl y ' Coolie')• Toge t her with Naoise's tw~ brot~ers 

Sb e • e country. but Co nchoba r tempted them ba ck 
u sequen t ' v ~a • b t h • • lost th. > 1 '· o ise: o his brothers. and various other oeoo l;; 

have •• ~11 i ves oe cause of De1rdr~·s beauty. Some ~o~e n'm i ght 
taY.en tn1s as a boost t o their ego but De i rdr~ to n~r 

everlast i ng cred i t. was not that sort o f gi rl. She t ook t ~; ngs ;
0 ~~:~k t~~t · fa ct l. thlat she presently d1ed o f gr ief . fNow ,ion · t y~u 

, , s a ove v s tory?) 
d Ne~t . let ' s consider the pl a ce-name Sodbury . The suffix ' bury' 
t~~o ~;od~?a t 

1
:he Angl o-Saxons had a fortification nearby. while 

on -t - 1 e ~me nt is supposed to der i ve fr om a certain Soooa . a 
'd~. 1;~ ord of those parts . Thus the original ' p' has become a 

h h 
ey a re. _ 1n other words, offer i ng us o ld pe nce for new 

w 1 c 1 s a b1 t - er - soppy p 11 I • fr o ~ d rh _ • erso na Y favour a de r i vati on 
b m_Jo • _ - e eponyn_ious enunc1ator of the well -known Law. the most 
P:~~~b l~r~~~~~le o r which is that if anything can go wro ng. it 

re~:~;i~:1y 
th

f;;t~~dbu~~vil l~ge~h in the neighbourhood, prefixed 
t ct · t · ' a n C lpp1no. Litle Sodburv ha" a 
ra _ 1 l onal parish to itse lf ; t he o the r two sha r A a tr~dit1~nal 

parish called simp~y _Sodbury . Whi lst there is no pr~blem about the 
meaning of either li ttle ' or 'old ' th , h - , • 
to present people with difficultv eMrc iGpp1lnlg eplement seems 
i d - . • • 1 1e otter, tor 

nsc a nce, uring his well-known r ese arches into the Marshmal ?ow 
di ari e s. came on t • 
Sodbury '. 'I .• ~n en ry that f inished: ' Spent night Chipp rncr 
nor wh don ~ • Mr • . Potter adm i tted, 'know who Sodbury was 

Y they we r e chipping him. ' In point of fact there is no 
~~!;e~~h ~t all.about the word . Scientific tests prove conclusively 

pc.ing is synonymous with ' hagoling'. 
<No'. no, !!2__, De irdre. haggling does not mean a you n crone 

:~~~~~~~rlsba ~e cognised commercial pro cess"""'wti e r eby the i~tending 
th ink- o. h ea s the seller d own from a SOO% mark-up to 450% and 

s ne ,as a bargai n .) • 
'Dei rdre o f Chipping Sodbury' can t herefore be rendP:red as · ' The 

ssorro~f ul Ir"shwoman dwelling at t he ma rke t-place nea; Soct · s· (vr 
oppa s J f ortif ication' . 
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That . however, is not what Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury means to 
me . . It's simply whatshe ought to mean, but doesn't . 

What. then. does she mean? 
It should be recognised at once that there is something of the 

sexist stereotype about her. Obviously. however. she has to be one 
sex or the other - and I like her the way she is. She r e presents 
the eternal naive, with an absolutely literal mind . If the cooki ng 
instructions say to grill for ten minutes turning occasionally. 
she does precisely that but it's herself. not the food under the 
grill, that she turns occasionally . If she comes upo n a l o llipop 
lady flourishing a notice that says 'STOP CHILDREN ' , Deirdre 
i nstantly rushes to help stop them - even if they happen t o be in 
the middle of the road at the time. She can never understand why 
there seem to be no such things as Guy knives and Guy spo ons. She 
is the dumb blonde of the 1930s, and t he equally mythi cal Iri sh 
simpleton of more recent times . 

On top of all this she obviously has a romantic soul she 
wouldn't read PENDRAGON otherwise. 

That , then, is what Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury means to me. And 
she's lovely with it. 

[No. Deirdre of Chipping Sodbury, even if Archie Mercer IS a 
Christian to say such nice things about you, he's not head o f the 
Baptist Church. That's 'Arch-Immerser ·. And no again: Baptists are 
NOT the same as Jehovah ' s Wetnesses. Ed . ] 

ENGLISH HERITAGE BOOK OF SHRINES & SACRIFICE by Ann Woodward . 
(B.T. Batsford Ltd . , 1992. £14.99) 

Readers with an archaeological bent may have already come across 
this book, part of a series promoted by English Her itage. However, 
it really is of interest to all those who are concerned with the 
development of religious t hought, as expressed by the material 
evidence , over a considerable period of time . 

Many Pendragons drawn to the dig sponsored by the Soci ety in the 
Gower, at Llanelen, will have been curious about the reli g ious 
traditions which were responsible for the eventual excavatio n o f 
late Roman glass. an Anglo-Saxon glass bead . a Celtic timber 
structure possibly of the 8th century, a Viking decorati ve bronze . 
and a medieval stone church; and they may have wondered how they 
al 1 related to each other. This book shows how questions of trns 
sort are asked about other sites and how tentative answers are 
elicited. The placing and structure of shrines from the pagan Iron 
Age to the Christian post-Roman periods are discussed and 
illustrated; and from the evidence of offerinqs , sacrifice and 
burials the nature of rituals and beliefs are considered . The 
possibility of continuity in some sites where different belief 
systems were in operation in successive periods is also ser iously 
entertained (of interest perhaps to ley-hunters and other 
earth-mysteries students). 

This is a pro fusely illustrated book (over 100 photogra phs. 
plans and drawings in 150-odd pages ), closely arg ued and 
well -researched, not as dry-as-dust as my rev i e w might imply . (In 
fact, I read 1t with enjoyment on a French beach between bouts of 
sun-bathing and swimming !) 
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Most of the sites discussed are in southern England (for good 
reasons mentioned in the text) and the author was closely involved 
in one key site (Uley in Gloucestershire). but the issues raised 
are o f more than merely local concern. A fascinating publicati on. 
au thoritative and up-to-date. 

Chris Lovegrove 

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF ARIBURIAN LEGENDS by Ronan Coghlan. 
(Element Books 1991. paperback edition 1992) . £6.99. 

The hardback edition of this book was reviewed by Fred 
Stedman-Jones in Pendraqon XXII/2 when it was priced at £10.95 . 
Less pricey is the paperback. good value even if not sewn but only 
qlued. I cannot add much to Fred's own recommendation except to 
say that this is a volume to dip into as much as to consult: like 
many such works one cross-reference leads to another . and eve n 
this most jaded of reviewers found much that was new to excite and 
enchant. The double-column format was easy on the eye. with a 
judicious mixture of both terse and detailed entries. and 
virtually all of them carefully s ourced. My only real quibble is 
with the maps . beautifully clear and well executed but rather 
c uri ous in what t hey choose to include and what to omit, 
"Arthurian Bri ttany' indicates sites thr oughout most of modern 
fr,n;::-=. fo r example with on ly Mon t-:St-Mi :: : .. ,!l a nd Nantes as genuine 
3reton locations ; and 'Arthuria n Wa le s ' lacks several places 
mentioned in the text (Arthur · s S t o ne. Gower, springs to mir,dJ. 
3uch niggles aside. this is definitely a vademecum for any 
Arthurian enthusiast. 

Chris Lovegrove . 

THE WHITE RAVEN by Diana L . Paxton (New English Library pb £6.95) 

Where the re-telling of a tale as well-known as 'Tristan and 
Isolde' is concerned it is the treatment that is all-imoortant. It 
the writer can bring a radically new angle to bear then the 
battle 1s already half-won . Diana Paxton ' s book has that new 
angle. backed up by a powerful imagination and the subtle skills 
of a story-teller. 

The ancient Celtic legend, originally little more tha n a bruta l 
tale of lust a nd betrayal . was gradually refined over the centuri es 
by~ var iety of writers influenced by the code of amour courto1s 
drawn into the orbit of the Arthurian legend 1n the twelfth 
cen~ury. and has o f course been o ft e n retol d since , notably by 
Wagner . Leaving opera out of the question. this one is for me the 
most effective of the many versions I have read. both in English 
and in French. 

The author seeks to place the story firmly in an historical 
se tting and. arguing from t he inscripti o n on the well-known 
'Tristan Stone ' near Fowey in Cornwall. including a line re por ted 

by ~eland in the 16th century but now indecipherable. places the 
narrati ve a generat ion after t he accepted period when Arthur was 
active. ending the narrati ve in 560 AD . Her King Mark is Marcus 
Cunomorus. a historical figure who campaigned widely in Armorica 
and i s recorded 1n Breton history. Drustanus (Tristan) was his 
nephew or accepted as suc h . Essei l te ( Isolde J . the I r 1sh 
princess. is identified as the da ughter of D1armait Mac 
Ce arbhai ll. last undisputed High King o f Ireland. Ot her h istorical 
characters appearing in the s tory include the saints Brendan. 
Col umba and Po l of Leon. plus various British. Irjsh. Breton and 
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but authentjc historical Frankish rulers , less familiar names 

personages . . d a demythologised version of the 
In a sense this could be calle same could be said o f Mary 

legend. but only to the extent that the! or not there is no lack 
Stewart's Arthurian novel~ . His~~~i~!perience~. all of which _add 
of magic, pagan ritual an tpsycof the story - and without which. 
enormously to the fasctinationbeing a stark tale of lust and indeed . it would rever o 

betrayal . tell the tale through the words of 
One original angle 19 to usually a shadowy figure who 1s 

Branwen. Esseilte · s handma1de~ice to explain the drinking of the 
little more than a plot deincidentally. is given an effective 
fatal love potion. That scene. nts of the story . such as the 
new twist. like so many ot~er ei~~\ying !) in for the mistress on 
necessity of the maid st an ing · e ' s loss of virg1n1ty. 
the wedding night owing to Es7e;itthe title She is a strong, not 

Branwen is _t he ' white rdven . h r own right. devoted to Drustan 
to say dominant •. char~cterl~n ~ut torn in her loyalties by t he 
and her f oster-sister ssei e. in her o n the wedd ing night. the 
l ove for Marcus that is awakenedt h r full power as a psychic and 
night in which she comes inB~lt:ne Queen. with the goddess _of 
realises her identification. af1 l with the stories of Diarmuid. 
the land. The _ inherent para ee sNaoise and Conchobar and i ndeed 
Grainne and Finn . of Deirdr. hat of Lancelot . Guenevere and 
(though it is not ment1oned Jfwith ~ficance to a story already rich 
Arthur , add extra layers o s1gni 

in associations. . . . d evocative and often poetic , and 
Diana Paxton ' s style is _vivi • in the story. often a let-down 

the incantations and _songs inc ~u~efe re-telling. have great power 
in this type of heroic fantasy say much more. but that wou ld risk 
and lyrical beauty . I could 8 Ytive which can spring surprises 
spoiling the grip _of the narra - '. 
despite the familiarity of the story line. 

• • l back r ound convincing character-To sum up: vivid histor1ca _ l . g ry 'all these are here in 
isation, narrative energy . lyr1ca e~~a{~, • 
abundance and mu ch more. Buy it. R · 
Geoff Roberts. 

PENDRAGON SOCIETY 

M • Lewis writes : - ' Is anyone 
Member Anne- ar1: thurian Enactment Socie ty? 
interested 1n an r _ . Vi vianes loyal 

h e any vivacious • . . · 
Are t er G ineveres waiting in 
Lancelets or gorgeousha~e a burning desire 
the wings? Does anyone _ mber of mild 
(or even a smouldering e act or simply get 
curiosity) to dr:sst up~ther like-minded 
together and talArth~ian setting? 
individuals 1n_an t d or if there are any 

If you're interes e _ F d Stedman-• write to re 
other suggestions. Society at Smithy House. 
Jones The Pendragon h . WA6 6SX It 
Newto~-by-Frodsham • . Ches dire ' d be happy to 

nice idea an we d 
sounds a very . touch with Anne-Marie an 
put enquirers in organise events. 
each other s o they -~~yreceive appropriate 
These. of course. wi 
publicity in PENDRAGON. 
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PENDRAGON 
Ut 

m€r~E .• 
Once I had recovered fr om my 
bitter disappointment up0n 
discoverino that I was not the 
'certain V~I.P.' referred°""to in 
the Editor1 al. I have to say 
that I enJoyed said V.I .P. · s 
contri bution very much. I also 
enjoyed yours, Eddie: you men­
tioned that ' ... he languishes 
forever in a rocky tomb. a 
crystal cave. a misty , Other­
world tower beneath a white­
thorn bush. or in an ancient oak 
in the Forest of Broceliande in 
Brittany .. • I am now going to 
risk scorn and contumely by 
reporting that. some years dgo 
while I was engaged in 
Celtic-type path-working and 
meditati on . I was informed that: 
Merlin ac tua lly sleeps in the 
environs of the tiny church 
which stands in that mysteri ous 
villaae which we drove throuch 
in 1969 J nd have never been able 
to find since. despite numerous 
forays i n the area. Our Cornish 
'Brigadoon' 

I was also reminded of a 
passage in a story by Keit n 
Roberts - 'The Mayday', which is 
included in a delightful 
collecti o n called 'Anita' (who 
is a young and sexy witch ... J 
In 'The Mayday', Anita travels 
from her Northamptonshire home 
to Dorset on a mission of mercy, 
to re acue a captured mermai d , 
She books i nto a small ho tel 
and, after unpacking, 1 ies down 
on her bed and ' opened her mind. 
cauti ously . At once the be1 
seemed to reei: the West Countrv 
was thick with magic. She 
sensed the power of the Great 
Henge away to the nort h: the 
dumb stone anger o f Corfe: and 
from far in the west. where the 
place-names cl ashed and tinkled 
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like ancient weaoons. came 
blue shouting o t cne Great 
the Thing men sometimes 
Merl in . · 

the 
One, 
ea l 1 

l 've often wondered just what 
Keith Roberts had in mind when 
he wrote that: do you think he 
knows something that we don't? 

( 'Anita' , by Keith 
Published 1970 by 
N. Y. - pb . l 

Roberts. 
Ace Books. 

Reverting to Fred S-J. 's 
comments about my historica l 
studies being based on fiction: 
I would like to borrow a line 
from page 11 o f the c urrent 
edition o f 'Dragon' . The line 
occurs in an article by the late 
Professor Bedwyr Lewis Jones . 
entitled ' The Arthur of the 
Welsh'. and says: 

'But history is as much about 
what people believed to have 
happened in the past as about 
what actually took place.' 

And as one o f Josephine Tey's 
characters says in ' The Daughter 
of Time': 'Truth isn ' t in 
accounts but i n account books . 
•.. The truth o f anything at all 
doesn't lie in s ome o ne ' s 
account o f 1t. It lies in all 
the small facts o f the ti me. An 
advertisement in a paper. The 
sale of a house. The pri c e of ,3 
ring. · 

/A nd in o ne particular a ccount 
boo k of the 15th c entury is a 
signed order fr om Richard 111 
for coro nati on robes f o r his 
nephew . Edwa rd V ... ) 

However. that doesn't help us 
mu ch with the so-~alled Dark 
Ag e s. I agree. I've often 
wo ndered whv there is such a 
dedrth o f wr itten mater1al from 
that period; possibly the Romans 
went on a jolly book-burning 
spree .. . The y 've got a helluva 
lot to answer for in any case 
(that's my opinion, anyway). so 

we might as well add that 
particular ty pe o f vandalism to 
their tally o f s1 ns 1 

All g ood wishes. 
(Beryl Mercer. Truro.) 

I refer to Caitlin Matthews' 
letter in our Autumn 1992 issue 
which appeared o nly two p~ges 
from mv own. She will thererore 
have noticed that I am not the 
proper addressee . but naturally 
read the account of OBOD with 
considerable interest. parti ­
cularly since I have been ve~y 
impressed by Philip Carr-Gomm_s 
book recently. also with h1s 
tolerance of other groups and 
ideas . As Mrs. Matthews s~ys 
too. our human quest tor 
responsible living must . be 
pursued in harmony and Justice. 

Not being a mason. I am unable 
to decide whether The An c ient 
Order of Druids is shaped on the 
masonic model : if so I hope 
that it i s a good and con­
structive thing. 

The International Grand Lodge 
of Druidism also contains !ady 
members. whilst Scandinavian 
ladies in growing numbers have 
established Briqitta ~odges with 
considerable encouragment: and 
help from our brethren and are 
co-existing happily and 
successfully. Wi ve s _ who elect 
no t to joi n take active part in 
our many social functions a nd a 
number o f i adies groups support 
external Lodge drives and 
provide equipment for our Druid 
Houses. 

Scandinavian churches have had 
female clergy for dec~de~: as 
Mrs . Matthews savs, maKi ng a 
closely linked family'. Having 
11ved here very l ong. ! _cannot 
tell whether joint meeting~ 1n 
o ur lodges have ever neen 
suggested or considered. but I 
know that: it 1s not disrespect 
for the ladies but respec t for 
~he t raditi o ns whi c h 1s a 
~ornerstone amongst us . And I am 
sure we would be most unhappy 
to see any disagreement arise 
based on sexes. 

Whilst writing let me also say 
that a personal knowledge _of 
the OBOD has been my am~1t i~n 
e ve r s i nee I read Carr-t,omm s 
book. I feel that o ne ~annot 
afford to rival or ignore ~ny 
genuine attempt at self~be t t~r­
~ent. And tha t is the ~cand1n­
avian ultimate goal. 
(Knu t Sjovorr. Or pington . J 
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Thanks very much for the c o oy of 
PENDRAGON you sent recen tlv at 
my request; I was very impressed 
both bv the presen:a t1on and 
the standard of the art1cles and 
artwork. I enclose a cheque f or 
membership. 

Yes. in answer to your query. 
I think it would be a good _ided 
to reprint interesting articles 
from past issues . such as the 
pieces abo ut Merlin. To me, as 
an Arthurian ent~usi ast who has 
not seen moi·e tz-.an ':.he oda co py 
of the ma gazine over the past 
few years. such re prints wou i d 
be b o th 1nterest:ng and 
potentlally u seful in my 
research and work as a writer . . 

I read Javid Fyk1tt ' s art:ic1e 
The Quest f or t he n:stor:cal 
Kina Arthur wi t h grea~ i nterest: 
it ~as convincingly argued and 
backed up by an irnoress1 v e array 
of authorities a nd s ources . . I 
don ' t say I agree with its 
conclusions . mind you. but it 
compelled my resoect. Having 
abandone d the academic life with 
all its o ooortun it ies f o r 
research. library !acilities . 
etc. , I can t c ounter David 
Pvkitt's thes1s wi th a ny 
s~ecific references. but there 
remains one b1g d,)ubt in :ny m1 n~ 
about his 1der.tifi c a:i o n o f 
Arthur with t he Saint Art hmael 
revered in Br1ttany. 01 13 1s the 
fact that much of the sem:­
leaendary material. such ·'l.S tne 
lives of Celtic saints and 
traditional st ories. gi ves a 
clear impressi o n tha t d➔spite 

his hero ic stand agai nst th: 
heathen Ar thur was regarded w1tn 
susoici on ar.d ev~n hostili ty by 
the . contemporary church. Yes . I 
know about: Arthur at 9aaon 
carrying the i mage of t~e li1rg~n 
and so o n. and I admft - ~an; 
quote chapter and _ver s e. nu~ . ~ 
thi nk it ' s undeniable cnat tnis 
climate of disapproval o r even 
stro nqer f eelings existed . 
despite la ter d~scrip t io~s ~f 
Arthur as ·most Christ1an X1ng 
It seems unlikely. t o say the 
least, that this wo u l d ha~e be e n 
so if the 'real ' King Arthur 



was the 'soldier saint Arthmael' 
as David Pykitt maintains. 

This may not be felt to be a 
material objection and I should 
be interested to hear other 
people ' s reactions; no doubt 
there are experts among your 
subscribers who can confirm my 
suggestion _ or. more likely. 
wither it in a storm of contrary 
evidence! 

A second reason for my finding 
this article so interesting is 
that it reached me at the time 
when I was _imrnersed in Diana L . 
Paxson · s tascinating novel on 
the Tristan and Iseult theme . 
White Rav en [see Geoff ' s review 
in this issue. Ed.] which 
includes Paul Aurelian, St . 
Samson. Riwal Mawr and 
especially Marcus Cunomorus 
among its characters, with 
Childebert looming off-stage and 
contains much material about 
King Mark ' s campaigns in 
Armorica, the novel and the 
article illuminated each other 
for me very usefully, helping me 
to pick my way more surefoot­
edly through a complex histor­
ical period full of names diffi­
cult for a non-Celtic scholar 
such as myse l f. 
{Geoff Roberts. France.) 

' Thar.k.s a heap, Nennius! OOW 
you tell me the image of the 
1/irgm shou ld be on my 
shie ld. not on my shoulders!' 
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I'm enclosing $20.00 for 
renewal of PENDRAGON . my 

Could you let me know how 
Leslie Alcock is keeping? I read 
his 'By South Cadbury Is That 
Camelot' book (titled: 'Was This 
Camelot?' in the U.S.) many 
years ago and thoroughly enjoyed 
it: I have his book 'Arthur ' s 
Britain· and a couple of books 
by Geoffrey Ashe. Jean Markale 
has a fascinating book about 
Arthur: 'King Arthur . King of 
Kings'. _Of course Markale is 
from Brittany, I believe . and 
views _ Arthur from that per­
spective. 

I hope that some day I can 
come to G.B. and meet Pendragon 
people and WALK WHERE ARTHUR 
WALKED (Well, where I think he 
walked!) : Glastonbury, Tintagel 
and Dinas Powys. But you hav~ 
so many things I want to see -
Yorkshire. because of the 
Herriot books. the Cotswolds. 
because of Miss Head's books 
Shrewsbury, because of th~ 
Brother Cadfael books - that's 
going to be a lot of walking 
isn't it! • 
(Rosemary Longworth, U.S . A.J 

l Any time you can make 
Rosemary. you will be 
welcome. 

it. 
very 

Yes. Deirdre of Chipping 
Sodbury, I suppose if Arthur did 
go on a walking tour of his 
domains it could be called a 
'High-king' holiday . How about 

you taking a nice long hiking 
noTiday? You could fol l ow in 
Arthur's footsteps across Wales 
for instance. as he hunted th~ 
boar. Twrch Trwyth. True , Arthur 
stopped when he reached Corn-
wall, but you needn ' t Ed.] 

Misce stultitiam 
brevem : 

consiliis 

Dulce est desipere in loco . 

'Mix a _little foolishness with 
your serious plans: it's lovely 
to be silly at the right 
moment.' Horace. 

Did Bacon write Shakespe a re? Did 
Shakespeare write Bacon ? Did 
Lamb wr i te them both? Forget 
anachronisms: ' The time is out 
of Joint ' . said the Bard in 
Hamlet. 

1:ontinuing the ' Is History 
Bunk? ' debate, what do we REALLY 
know about past events ? 
our tempo ral concepts 
wr ong? Perhaps time. the 
flowing stream ' , has its 

Could 
be a 11 

' ever­
back-

waters. where past and future. 
cause and effect. bef ore and 
af t er. merge i nt o o ne: where 
certain masters o f l1terature. 
ostensibly fr om d i fferent hist­
orical eras. may become 
c o ntemporari e s. o r perhaps, alta 
egos of just one person . Look 
at the evidence. The essayist 
Charles Lamb was respo nsible. 
with his s1ster Mary, for the 
children's classic ' Lamb ' s Tales 
from Shakespeare '. Lamb had 
relatives living in Canterbury . 
New Zealand. and was thus known 
to his peers as one of the 
Canterbury Lambs. Consequently 
his book was originally called 
' Canterbury Lamb's Tales from 
Shakespeare' or just 'Canterbury 
Tales '. So Chaucer may be 
tentat i vely added to the Lamb­
Bacon-Shakespeare literary tri­
umvirate. or multiple person­
ality, or whatever . 

A slender connection, perhaps? 
But wait, there ' s more. The 
American wr1ter Artemus Ward 
wro te a book ' Artemus Ward in 
Londo n ' . In Chapter 4 . 'At the 
Tomb of Shakespeare'. he dis­
cusses Chaucer {or Chawser. as 
he spells the name). criti­
cizing the latter ' s atroci ous 
English. But why mention Chaucer 
at all at Shakespeare's t omb 
unless he knew of a connection 
between them? Rather signi­
fi cant , no? 

The strongest evidence of all. 
however. of such a connection 
is t o be found in the name o f 
the inn where Chaucer's pilgrims 
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In a 
Army 

started the 1r Journey . 
14th century Salvati on 
beer-cellar in Southwark. faded 
manuscripts have recentl y come 
to light in which Chaucer ~e f ers 
(with his characteristi c 
c l umsiness ! to 'The Thank-vou ­
Shakespeare Inn ' almos t 
certainly named thus out o f 
gratitude to the man who t ried 
to teach h im to spe l l. The name 
was qui ckly sho rtened by his 
pub! is he r s t o ' Ta. Bard ' and 
• The Ta bard Inn ' it r emained 
un t il i t was demo lished . 

I ' m sorry if this p r osaic 
deri vat ion o f · tabard' of f ends 
those Pendrago n pund its who 
i magi ned i t t o b e an Old French 
word referring t o emblazoned 
surcoats o r Jerkins suc h as 
t hose worn by Arthur and his 
Round Table k nights over t he1 r 
armour. but facts are facts and 
must be respected wha tever the 
cost. 

(Some so-c all ed s c ho l ars. 
inc1dentally. c laim t o s ee here 
a further connection with the 
Bard of Avon. inasmuch 3.S the 
word 'J erkins ' - or 'J erk ings ' -
means ' shakes ' : the l at te r - da y 
medieval nob i lity who wore t hem 
being k nown as ' shakes pee r s '. 
Persona l l y I refuse t o count­
enanc e s uch patent ly d istorted 
etymo logy . ) 
(Eddie Tooke . Tewkesbury. J 

{No. Deirdre o f Chipping 
Sodbury: a 1 thouqh the Ta bar-:i 
Inn 's landl ord WAS named Baily . 
he didn • t desiqn nearby London 
Bridge. Time was out o f j oint. 
remember? Bailey bridges had 
already been invented i n Wor l d 
War 2 . . . Ed. J 

. 

' 



(Reprin t ,:,f d 1978 PE,'iDRAGCW article) 

The 3tory J f t h -: Cheshi re i::n cha:, r:.er has often be en t,:,Jd. A !'armer 
fr om Mobbe~l ev was :a~ing a horse to se ll at Maccl es11eld Fa_ r 0n 
a ai istv u1.:t:1mn m0r·:-:1ng. -1 .. s he p".lssed by t he heat h :-,"' ar .~.lde rle-y 
Ed g~ . he me: a stran~er who ored 1cted that no one wou l l ~uy t he 
hc rse . a nd - ~a~ :hey would ~e e::. agai n that n1ght .30 :t ha p~ ened. 
He led the far me r and ~ =s hor3e co a o- 1r o f 1r )n cr a cee in i r~c~. 
l ns 1cte was a ca ve p1ied with t re~~ ~r e. in which warr : c rs and 
hc r se s s ;~~ : . On~ ~o r ae was ~iss : ncr. The Enchant ~r t~ok ~) : ns ~r am 
a ,; ;)est, ·bouah t the f :;r.ne, ' a horse. and led h im -.;,u::. . Nev ermore was the cave rn . f ound . 

,:-;lE-c-p i :~.:;-w-ay- r ~,:,1!'"' :egen\~.3 are nc: t uncommon. Of:e :--i . ":he i r leild ':'r 
is nct:~~d ~s i<i n-; Ar ::-,:..r , tho•..igh no t i nva:- iabl y . In ,,erma ny . it is 
Barjar oss a and h13 ~nights who s leep un~er the mounta in ~nt .. the 
day when ravens cea ~e t o f l y abou t it. At Alde r ley . t he feature 0 f 
a auard1an ~o unusual. He i s no t named, nor i s a 3 )eep 1ng Ki ng 
menE: oned . but we shall s e e that Merlin and Ar: nu:- are :mpl icit 1n 
t h,:- tale . By unpeel i ng several layers we mav !ear:, how my ths arise. 

7 h.,,, scene ,s '! wooded ridge 1 .5 miles East o f t he de cay ed hamlet 
ot Ne ther Alde rl ey whe r e the:-e is now little but a church. a 
waterm1 11 and -:, c losed 1nn. At about t he s ame distan c e '.iW of ::he 
r1dcre 1s t he mod ern village of Alderlev Edae. whic h was deve l oped 
a :;: .;, weal thv •; ommu t er sate 11 i te ,;, f Manc hes te r 1 n Vic t -:, r i an t imes. 

Al I t he • d ist ri c t was ,)wned by the Lo rd3 Stanlev f ,:, r centurie3 
unt 1 l the 19 j(J ' s. and t hc?y were able to prese!·"'1e ,:, r change 
whatever thev wished . The !..eqend o f the Wi=:ird 1o1a::: thouc; ht t o be 
wor t h re ,;c,r •i'ing in a book by t he Hon. Mi 3s 3t~nlev : n · :843 .. i\n 
ec:.rl 1er anvnvmous account '!ppeared in 18 .: 0. al l egedly dra wn fr om a 
tal e ' long told by the firesides ' and ofte n to !d ~y Pa rson 
Shr1qlev : n :he orevi ous ce nturv. 

·n:~ re· is no r eas on :o doc,;:it. t hat folklo re made ~u ch •) f the Edcre. 
C, pper-be ar1 ng sandstone was mined from 1t. oerna ps a s early ·as 
the Br 0nz e Age. The rerna i ns o f bloc;._ea ad i ts a nd ~1.:nne l s cr>J.lllb l e 
away 1n the woods . l e nding an ai r ,)t myst e1-y r em1n1s c':.'n t o t t h e 
Rcman :,old mines o f Pumpsaint. Round barrows, standi ng 3tc- nes a nd 
h•, . ·1 we : s a re ma r ked on tne maps of t h e district. 

Ai-1a lys!s o f the earliest wr i tten ,3.c count o f 1820 shows it s basis 
of fa c t. The Fair tha t t he f arme r jour:1eved t o was ::> r oba b ly 
.Ma ;; l esfi e~d Wakes Fair, held at 1'11chaeimas . • ? -Hrs d1ffer-=d .:r :,m 
tr-~~ we-1:'k l v :fa::rke t3 . being :..:sua i ly •3. nr:u a. l ~'.'en-:~ t •:ir such purpose-o 
~s h: r~ ng ! abour o r se l: _ng hors e s . rat he r t han t' or ~ell1ng 
pr:duce. So a f ar:-r,e:- w1 t:-i a hor s e to sell would go t o : he 
M: .:hae 1:na.3 Fair. 

,he r oute des cri bed i s also : c,r rect. wh en -)ne follows it along 
t~e o ld la~es and br id,e- paths. F0:- 1nst :; nc e we read ~ha t when tne 
f ~~mer re~urned a t moonr1s ~ ~e saw t he ~n ch~nte r 'rec ~1n1ng on a 
1 : v. ber.e,: h the seve n f irs ' at -,, cer tain po i nt . :he r ocJ.: . 
a •·hou~h no t the t rees . can 3tl !I be s~ e n by the r oadside. I t i s 
a . L-s!l.:f~P'=C J 1 ac i al boulder . 11e~-.- much 1 i ke a seat ·#'~ t h a back. •)~ 
wi , _: o.r,e ·:an r e c li ne, . Old ma os s how i t ,'ls a :-a r1 sh ;ic-undarv . a nd 
c,;:he r bounrfa ;---:1 ma r kers ! : e • on : he r o u te t o the Fa 1 r •) r to the 

.He!"<.: ,:1!'" ':! t wo layers o f t he myt h : t h~ •:,lJ rcute fr :,m Mott-«::"rle 11 t o 
t :--,e ?3:ir. be t or': n1od .:: 1-n r i:.a 11 s we r ~ buil t . '3.nd a: m~m r '/ ) f Be a.i:.ina 
~~.e Bt";J!:t5 . As to ~ h~ f11--=t . ::.h':' carl ~":"S1=. lC ·:,:,u:--, t 3 c 1~-arl y sh,:, W 
t ~~ : - ~~ v i ll~ge o ~ M0~te r ! ey. a b0u t 5 m1 l~2 ~9s: . 1s be i ng 
g i -~t"" lfi~~ - ra ch-::: r t hd:-i 1 1-=: t. :--': .... r Ald ":" rl ey. T ne := -:! .rmer come s f r om 
t h~:~. ~nd l ate r he re turna with s ome neighbours t o l ook for the 
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cavern : Mobb~r le~0 :~~5 r~~! ·o~~~ an important annual occasi on. when 
Beating t e t lied t o assert ownership , much as bi rds and 

territ ory ;asd paI~oMarch 1822 . the Mayor o f Macclesfield led _t he 
other an1ma s o. vate estates the bailiff went round per1 od­
profrss1~gd ~~depr~ report called a Terrier . This happened o n t~e 
~~! n l~y estate 1n 1841 1n order t o assess Tithe Awards due to t e 

Church. M bb J I 16"' 1 the The Merlin / Arthur !ave r takes us back to o er ey. n G was 
living of its church. ie, the right to appo int l~!c~~:r5~;n o f 
b ht by Thomas Mall ory. a Yorkshireman who or 
c ~~;ter and foundd~d thThe CheshMa1· rl~rybr~~~~ho;n: 1s 1~~!! Yh i:11!~~!~tor . 
not he cl a1me :,ir omas • . f · 1 · s o f 
we cannot sav. but it is highly probable. :he ami Y origin h 
t he author o·f ' Morte d'Arthur' are debatable. but Yo r ksh ire as 

one c laim . . - t t He borrowed more 
Dean Thomas cert~inAy/adff if!s;~~rn,'!~~ei4swere sti l l booked 

than 50 books from t e O cro • - 161 5 This 1 ibrarv was 
out to him when the col lection was ~o l ~h~n bouqht the Abbey o f Vale 
assembled by Sir Thomtasth Hgl~~~fution a nd- pe r haos i ts monasti c 
Royal 1n Cheshire. a e 1 • k · d le nd them 
books a lso . At all eve nts he began Jo ~~lle~gte~ooD: anJohn Dee i n 
t o scholars . In 160l he v isite e, • records such 
Manchester. possib)Y book-hfuEnt1rg·d:t:nd6~6Lf~~e~io2rlin. There 
esoteric works as Brute O ng an - f looking 
is no proof that Dean Thomas borrowed th1srk-f~rel't~rda~~und the 
for someone who may have re-wr1tten a o _ M s and 
firesides' in Arthur i an style . he has Motive. ean 

Opportunity. his ancestor did write ' Morte d ' Arthur' is 
Whether or not Therefore we see how rural immaterial . He may have thought so . If 

traditions may be influenced by soph1st1cated literary not io ns. 
we find folk-tales resembling legends told 1n wider contexts. we 
need not assume independent or1g1ns. Ideas passed about quickly 

even in those days. something that keeps nagging at us. The 
Merlin stands for awa their layers. 1s a way to 

analysis of legends , by peel!~as f~r a counterpart of the Old 
enlightenment. Possiblr fhe ~j the olace-narne Alderley means the 
Wise Woman. The earlies orm _ was more of a counsell or than 
wood of the Wise Man. and adw1zar~ore than he worked magi c. So did 
a magician. Merlin qave a vice w s also usually encountered 
the Anglo-Saxon maldg1c1ansW1_otdt~gg· ~~oa ~ound by the roadside. like in the form o f an o man 
the Enchanter. 

The special Alderley contr1bu- r.=================71 
tion to our understanding 1s that 
Merlin guards the sleeping 
warri ors against the day whe n 
England shall be in peril . What 
will happen then is described in 
another Cheshire folk-tradition, 
the prophecies of Robert Nixon, 
the Cheshire Seer . They are a set 
o f gnomic utterances. ascribed to 
a 17th century village 1d1ot, but 
very much more than ~hat. 
describing a Ragnarok of _contused 
grandeur and epic proportions that 
intimates what Arthur will have 
to face when he and his knights 
awaken . · th 

Alderley shows us a Merlin w1 
a responsibility to the Future. 
and a conscience. It may, of 
course. be a 'Dean Thomas' layer 
to the myth. Do allegor i es grow as 
our consciences sharpen? 
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EXJ--K.'l?TA TION 

Not unlike Arthur, we have slept 
Await ing a battle yet to be, 
Contentedly ncdding in the cave . 
iiith our twelve virtues for company. 
For the nature is only galvanized 
lihen crisis enters our destlny. 

Now on the battlefield •of t he soul 
Comes the conflict for every knight. 
And surely the spirit of mankrnd 
Is worth the final , m1ghty f 1ght t 

bedring alo t 'iihence we may emerge, _ , 
The tabled sword of showering l 1ght . 

(Pamela Constantine) 



o~snao 
00 Eilie · · 

(Revised version of my first contribution 
to PENDRAGON. when the world was young .. .. ) 

A toast to the sobriety 
Of most in our Society 
Who spurn _all fairy Swords and Tables Round 
Evading views of Merlin's birth, • 
You trade in clues of sterling worth 
And earn your rare rewards on stable ground. 

No splendid Cup from holy days 
Has ended up on lowly trays: 
Judicious sense alone decides your stance ; 
A stance that's not too merciful 
To Lancelot and Perceval -
Fictitious gents unknown outside romance! 

You_thrive on etymology; 
Derive from archaeology 
New theories to demist much ancient murk· 
And lif~ the veil from Arthur's acts • 
By sifting shale for artefacts -
Few queries can resist such patient work! 

From Cadbury rode Arthur's chaps 
To Badbury - or Bath perhaps: 
(Round Twelve has been assigned to Badon's heights . J 
To scatter Saxon foemen he 
Used cataphracts and yeomanry: 
You delve and seem to find few maiden knights! 

You lay into Tom Malory 
For playing to the gallery: 
(Inordinate mendacity you curse). 
On Nennius - a benison! 
But any trust in Tennyson 
Subordinates veracity to verse! 

Yet. emphasizing history 
And minimizing mystery -
So Century Fifteen gives way to Fifth -
Makes perish a wee par t of us 
We cherish in the heart of us -

So Hail, King Arthur 
Once and Future Myth 

That's all folks! 

38 

f 
CAJVJELFC)RD BOC)KS 

Regular catalogues on UFOs, Ghosts. 
Earth Mysteries and other 

unexplained phenomena 
**~**********************Y*~** 

Please send an A4 S.A.E. to:­
Craig Harris, 5 Willow Court 

Dro itwich . Worcs. WR9 9HL 

THE SHARKTI LAUREATE 
SPEARHEAD 

OF THE NEW ENGLISH RENAISSANCE 

Lonqing for a society with 
sou1. expressive of the true 
Arthurian qualities? 

The SL imprint has been 
formed to re-imbue society 
with those perennial values 
which many associate with the 
example of Arthur. It is a 
non-profit project. 

We are developing a complete 
publishing field of small 
books. including fiction. 

~ ~ non-fiction. plays. children ' s 
books and poetry. Accessible 
styles / prices . (How else are 
we going to exchange global 
pop culture for a society with 
soul? J 

SEND S.A.E. FO'" CAT AcO:l.!c o, THE 

FULL RANCE O" PR□0 ESS10':Acl Y 

Send £2.00 for 'The Solar 
Courier'. the SL quarterly 
newsletter: articles/info on 
the New Renaissance plus title 
updates. Cheques/POs payable 
to P . Page. The Sharkti 
Laureate. 104 Argyll Gardens. 
Upminster. Essex RM14 3EU (UK 
currency/IRCs only.) 

--- PROOUCt D r □LK Tr.~£:S, 

rriYTHS, L ~G[UOS , t'." ABLES, 

----- FANTAS• AN[ vERSc FROl'I 

All PARTS OF THE u()RL□ FOR ALL A3E S TC [r;JOY • 

(Pamela Constantine of The 
Sharkti Laureate h.3S kindly 
given Pendragon permission to 
reprint some of her beautiful 
poems and one appears else­
where in this journa 1. J 

ANVIL CASSETTES 

4 REEDS CORNER 

l'IARUlOROUGH 

Wll TS SNB 2RR 

ENGLAND 

TEL 0672 514649 

PENDRAGON ADVERTISEMENT RATES 

~ 

£12.00 per page and pro rata (minimum 1/4 page ) . Copy o f 
Journal with advert . in:- £1.00 extra. 

Reduced rates for Soc1ety members:- £8.00 per paae and pr
0 

rata. M1nimum 1/4 page ) Cha roes are for camera-readv adverts. on A4 s J ze pape i· 
(reducingto A5J Line draw1ngs accepted but no photo9r

0
phs. 
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Exchange Jou~nals 

THE BRISTOL TEY.PLJI.R Editor Julian Lea-Jones. 33 Scrinc:field 
Grove. Henleaze. Bristol BS6 7XE. Local history. Membership with 
monthly meetings and 4 journals p . a. £8.00 . 

CAERDROIA Editors Jeff and Deb Saward. 53 Thundersley Grove. 
Benfleet. Essex S57 3EB. Mazes and labyrinths. Yearly . Write for 
details with SAE. or phone 0268 751~15. 

FOLKLORE FRONTIERS - Editor Paui Screeton. 5 Eaton Dri.·✓e, Sea:or-. 
Carew. Hartiepoo:. Cleveland TS25 2AT. Contemporary legenis. urbar. 
b~lief tales. Four issues for £5.0G . 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE EARTH MYSTERIES Editor Dannv Sullivan . GEM 
Ma,:;azi!"1e, 49 Moorend Road, Leckhampton, Cheltenham. Glos. GL53 
OEt. Three issues for £5.75 

MERCIAN MYSTERIES - Alternative studies of past and place in the 
Midlands . Quarterly, A4 28pp. £6.00 for 4; £1.75 for sampie. From 
2 Cross Hill Close. Wymeswold, Loughborough. LE12 6UJ. 

MEYN MJI.MVRO rStones of our Motherland) - Editor Cheryl Straf:on. 
51 Carn Bosavern. St. Just. Penzance. Cornwal 1 TRl 9 7CX. Eai·th 
enercries. ancient stones. sacred sites . paganism. leypaths. 
Cornish prehistory, legends and folklore. Three issues £5.00; 
single copies £!.70. 

NORTHERN EARTE MYSTERIES Editor John Billinqslev. lC Jubilee 
Street. Mytholmroyd. Hebden Bridge, W.Yorkshire HX7 5NP. 4 issues 
£3.95. 

OCULAR. the Journal of Occult and Holistics dedicated to New Acre 
vision. Fully illustrated quarterly. Articles, poems . crossword. 
reviews and more. All aspects covered. Sample issue £2.25: sub. 
£8.00 from: Lesley Wilkinson. Rosewood Cottage. Langtoft, 
Driffield. E.Yorks Y025 OTQ. 

RUNESTAFF Paaan knowledcre. geomancy. ec-::dogy and associated 
topics . Sporadic publicatibn. No advance subscriptions. SAE to 
RUNE3TAFF address for notification when next issue 1s ready. 
Current issue 75p . Cheques/POs to NIGEL PENNICK at 142 Pheasant 
Rise. Bar Hill. Cambridge CB3 BSD . Phone: 0954 780 932. 

SILVER WHEEL MAGAZINE - Journal of the Native British Tradition: 
shamanism. Paaan thoucrht. issues and instruction. folklore. 
herbalism etc~ Subscr1ption £6 per year. or sample issue £1.75. 
Please make cheques payable to Anna Franklin. B6 Deveron Way. 
Hinckley. Leics . LElO OXD . 

THE WILD PLACES - Editor Kevin McClure. 42 Victoria Road. Mount 
Charles. St.Austell. Cornwall PL25 4QD. New Aqe research. mvths. 
UFOs. Wicca etc. Four issues £6.00; single issue £1 . 65 • 

OCCULT ADVISER LINE 

A FREE 24 HOUR SERVICE TO ANSWER QUERIES ON MOOTS. GATHERINGS. 
OCCULT SHOPS. ESOTERIC AND PAGAN MAGAZINES. CONTACTS. BOOKS: 

IN FACT ALL ASPECTS ARE COVERED. 
Just ring 0202 546234 for all your needs and requirements. 

INSIGHT MAGAZINE - Occult Journal of the New Acre. Current Issue 
£1.50 (£6.00 sub) to Insight.25 Calmore Close. Bournemouth. 

Dorset BH6 ONN. 


