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Journal of the Pendragon
pecial thanks to members who have Society:established 1959
expressed their appreciation for the
journal in their letters. Many more
contributions are coming in and this means
that themes can be planned ahead. All
subscribers are cordially invited to
contribute: articles, poetry, reviews, artwork, news
or whatever you can dream up. Pluck up your courage
and let's hear from YOU.
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one we hope - he is our first Prize Draw winner. In
August we hope to be able to present several copies
of Helen Hollick's novel, The Kingmaking to draw
winners through the generosity of William Heinemann
Ltd. her publishers. We are planning to carry reviews
of the book and a feature on Helen.

New members have inquired about back numbers of the
magazine but only a few copies of the last two remain
in stock. Small runs of lithographed printings are
too expensive to consider at the moment.

Subs are still maintained at £6, with the sustained
increase of pages. If you enrol a new member you
receive an extra magazine on your subscription; if
you contribute to the magazine you get an extra copy
of the edition in which it appears.

We wish to express our deepest sympathies to Beryl
Mercer on the sad loss of her sister in January and
hope that happy memories will fill the void.

The two symbols below are not just decorations. The
triskele reminds us of our tripartite coverage of
Arthurian studies: History and archaeology; Legend
myth and folklore; Literature and the arts. The box
will contain a cross when your subs are due for
renewal. We ask you to help us by doing so in good
time for us to cost our next print run. Thank you for
your continuing support and best wishes to all
members for a good summer wherever you spend it.

® Copyright remains with authors & artists. No part
of this publication may be copied or published
without prior permission.
Opinions stated are those of the writer concerned.
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Editor: Fred Stedman-Jones.
Production Team: Simon Rouse, EddieTooke
Charles Evans-Guinther
All Correspondence: Smithy House, Newton-
by-Frodsham, Cheshire, WA6 6SX.
Tel: (0928) 788518
Annual Subscription : £6, for 4 issues UK,

Cheques to 'Pendragon’. Inquire for rates abroad.
Printing & Collation : Catford Copy Centre, London.
Artwork: Simon: Cover, Titles,.2,3,4,10,12,17,19,21,

22,28,30;32,Border:3. Artwork:Courtney Davis
2,11,38 Chris Lovegrove :4,5,7,8,10,17,36.
Picture research:Fred (non-copyright material).
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Data Protection Act, 1984 - Members' names and addresses, and telephone
numbers where known, are stored in a retrieval system for
Pendragon purposes only. If you object we will remove your entry.
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Chteau de

Joyeuse Garde

Ile de Sein
(Avalon)

RTHURIAN BRITTARNY

Disembarking from the ferry as the
sun rises over Roscoff on a crisp
spring morning. Driving though
lakes of mist, fields of globe
artichokes glistening with frost.
The moving intensity of the figures
of the calvary at Pleyben. The
shock of the first distant view of
Mont Saint-Michel. All this and
more helps +to reinforce the
expectations that Brittany
conjures up, not least in the
domain of Arthurian legends. Does
the reality measure up?

King Arthur's Brittany:

On the map, traditional Arthurian
sites in Brittany are grouped in
four great clusters (fig 1).Two
might be accounted for by the great
Dark Age migrations that gradually
turned the Armorican peninsula
into Britannia Minor, or lesser

Paimpont

Britain.Of these two the Northern
cluster includes sites where
Arthur fought a dragon (Gréve de

Saint-Michel), contenders for
Avalon and Lyonesse (Ile and St
Pol-de-Léon respectively) and the
Chateau of Kerduel. A distant
outlier of this group could be Mon
Saint-Michel, where Arthur fought
a giant. Meanwhile, the western
cluster includes the Ile Tristan,
the 1l1th century Chateau de
Joyeuse-Garde and another Avalon
contender, the Ile de Sein.

These northern and western
clusters are coastal. The
remaining two, however, are firmly
inland: the forests of Huelgoat and
of Paimpont. Both areas are
presumed remnants of a great
primeval wood called Argoat (from
the Breton goat meaning wood,

related to Welsh coed), though this
apparently is now thought
unlikely. The western part has
shrunk to Huelgoat. Modern access
to it is through large mossy
granite boulders looking 1like
something photographed by an
electron miscroscope. Some of
these boulders form the Grotte
d'Artus, and a nearby Iron Age
hillfort is named the Camp d'Artus.
There is no extant story of Arthur
here though plenty of other folk
tales, evidenced by the fact that
the Grotte d'Artus is also called
the Grotte du Diable (the Devil's
Cave).

Eastward is the forest of Paimpont,
now identified as all that exists
of Brocéliande, as Arthurian
Romance calls the forest of Argoat.
The sites here are linked firmly
with Merlin and Lancelot (fig 2).
Merlin was imprisoned in a
megalith, Morgan le Fay inhabited
the Val Sans Retour (the Valley of
No Return) and Viviane, the Lady of
the Lake, was born at the Chateau
of Comper. At Comper too was
brought up Lancelot,and he was
wooed by Guinevere at the Pont du
Secret (the Bridge of the Secret).
Much of +this has already been
outlined in a previous article in
Pendragon (XXII/2, 6ff).

The strictly historical value
of all these Arthurian locations is
of doubtful foundation (Morris,
249 passim). One Iron Age
hillfort,a couple of medieval
castles, two desolate islands and
some assorted other sites with
vague literary associations or
folklore of indeterminate age is
not so much to show in a landscape
where the people were passionate
defenders of the rex futurus
(Fairburn, 76-7). A pilgrimage to
identify places would certainly be
"short and meagre of results" as
one commentator has put it
(Johnson, 112). This is not to say
that early references to Arthur in

" continental Europe do not exist.

The 12th century Breton Legend of
St Goeznovius (the "z" represents a
"th" sound) mentions a certain
Arturus. He is described as "king
of the Britons" with many victories
in parts of Britain and Gaul to his
credit before he is called from
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human activity (Chambers, 93f,
241ff). Geoffrey of Monmouth may
have had access to similar Breton
material when he brought this
Arthur to Mont Saint-Michel and on
to elsewhere in Gaul (Thorpe,
237ff).

After that we come to the
Arthurian romances, and history
proper goes out the window. Of
Arthur's associates,several must
rank in credibility with Morgan le
Fay, who seems to be a compound of
two fairy figures: Margot-la-Feée,
a land-fairy, and Mary Morgan,a
sea-fairy. Nevertheless, there is
evidence that the stories of
Tristan and his uncle Mark may have
a basis in historical fact, and
that the 1legends of a Bluebird
figure called Cunomorus are indeed
King Mark under another name
(Radford & Swanton,31).

Before assessing the factual basis
of Brittany's claim to Arthur, a
closer look at one particular
location is informative, if not
entertaining.

Barenton fountain

The one Breton site I haven't
discussed in detail is the Fontaine
de Barenton.As befits the
Arthurian locale par excellence it
presents a complex tapestry of
themes,tied in with its situation
in the Forest of Paimpont (fig
2).

1.0ne tradition has it that
the fairies of Barenton are
supposed to be especially the




























































