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Apologies to our Country Members for long delay in 
producing a nother is sue of ;'Pendragon a. Our Bristol membe rs 
h ave been afflicted 1.1i t h to o muc h other work, l ack of time 
and/or dor.-1es tic difficulties. ~.re hope all rneBbe r s will appr ove 
of the ne \/ cover and.wil l contribute a".'tic le s , news and 
co~nen ts for the next issue. 

At the time of goinc to Press ue a re preparing to go 
to Cadbury for thi s year's diG and look for•NcJ.rcl to rnect ing 
our □any f riends t here . 

In March Fe a t tended T':lr. Ale ock ' s very inf orr:ia ti ve 
lecture on the 1 967 dis at Dri..stol t ,u seu rn . In April Do,vid 
Evans ca□e fr c□ Cardiff to g ive us a mos t intere sting Tal k , 
Ti. th s lides , on Arthuri2,n E.i.lj_tary Str a tegy . In IViay we went 
on a coa c h out ing to Avebury and Silbury. In June we he l d a 
Ga r den Party u ith the i ntent i on of r a i sing funds. Unfor tunately, 
after a fortnight of fine \.'e a t her , the r a in descended on this 
and prevented many of the functions f rom t aking p l ace . Financ­
i a l profits -;rc:re ncg lig i..bJ.c, but F e invited se ven other 
SociE::ties to sho,rc t he go,r dcn s ,,1ith u./J and most of theID 1;rnre 
happy en ow;h 3,b out the results to s o.,y t hat they will be r eady 
to share a s i nilQr cntcrp rj_ se ne:ct year. 

Th a Mn,y issue of 11CurrGnt Arch2.eol ogy i1 c a rri es a long 
report of tho 1 96 7 dig at Cadbury . We hope al l our ~e mb ers 
have socn this . 

A book, to be c a lled 11 'I'he {,_\u c st for Ar thur 's Dri tain 11 

1rill be publ ishc:::d by th e Pall iVlc'.,11 Pross in time for ClYr-:i s t ­
mas , if not be fore. The cost ui ll be 63/ and the publi shers 
hav e done e v e rything th ey c an t o □ake its f o r□at p l e a sing . We 
understand that sections of the bo ok h1,ve been ·,:.•ri tten by 
Dr. RaJ.ee;h Radford, l'j!r. Al cock , lfir . Rah t z , Mr. Ashe and fJ!rs . 
Racy. Orde r s can be p laced through the Pend r 2,g on ,Society. 

To al l t hose □embe rs ~ho arc g oing off to othe r digs 
Good Hunting! 



WHO WAS ARTHUR ? 

(We arc indebted to Mr. Patrick ~ ontaguc-Smith for this contri­
-bution. It forms the las t part of his publjcation concerning 
THE WELSH ANCESTRY OF THE ROYAL FAMILY. I11ir,. t1iO NTAGUE-Sl-HTH is 
Editor of Dobrett a nd De n rc g rateful to him for allowing us to 
print t his extract.) 

• 

It has ofton boon stated that Arthur must have bcon a Roman 
because of his n ame Artori u s . Since it had become usual to give 
Roman names t o British princes for several generations, e.g. Agric­
ol a , Vital inus a n d Constantine , thero is no basis f or this assump­
tion. 

The carlie st ref c rcnc c to Arthur r.ras by Nenni us, who wrote in 
the ninth century from earlier mat erial. He t ells us tha t Arthur 
vras DU~( BELLORUM, the supreme El ili to.ry loade r, and t hat he achiev­
ed t we lve vict orie s , conclucUng with Mount Badon. Though tho ANN­
.ALES CAMBRL\E gave tho do,te of this battle o,s 516, it is clear from 
Gildas, Arthur 1 s contempo r a r y, t hat the c orrect date ~as about 500. 

Ea rly Welsh sourc es invariably r e f e r to Arthur's seat a s Ccll­
ov.rig, identif ied as Ca J.lington ( Cn.ellwic in a 980 charte r), or pos­
sibly •-:e lly in t he p2..rish of Eglo shayl c , near Pndstoi!i. t1uch of 
Cornwall was then in the occupation of Irish c olonizers, and it is 
not i mpossible t ha t Arthur ho.,d Irish blood. Th :.:. next t wo Yiho bore 
this name both belonscd to Irish dynasties, a nd there may possibly 
have been some role.ti onship. They rro re a son of King 1\idan of 
Scottish Dalraida and a rul e r 0f Dyfed, "':vho both lived in the lat­
tor half of the sixth c entury . 

Ace orc1ing to Iv. os tyn Iv!S 11 7, Arthur was the s on of Uthyr and 
grandson of nKu s tonn:Ln rnap Icynva~rr.i. From tho genealogies of S3 
Cybi and Iestj_n in BONEDD Y .S,U NT, 1Hc tnoi,-1 t ha t this 1,ff'v S Custennin 
Corncu (Constantine of Corm:c,11), and t hat hj_s son, Erbin, vms 
f a ther of Gereint (Gcrontius), King of Durnnonia ( the sout-vrcstern 
peninsula ). The l :J,te P1~ofessoi- H. M. Chadwick did not rcgq,rc1 the 
evidenc e for Arthur's s;o nealogy t o be a s oatisfact ory as was Gor­
aint's, th ough he sto.tcd non the r:holc -,1e may regard this point of 
the geneal ogy as probably correct. ;r (3) Arthurrs relati onship to 
Gcreint is stressed i n vari ous traditi ons embodied in Celtic lit­
erature, both Welsh and in the lives of Cornish o.nd Breton Saints. 
The poem in 'l'I-UI: BL.,\CK BOO C OF CARi'JIARTHEN, probably da, ting fr om the 
ninth or t enth century, described the Bat tle of Ll ongb orth (ship 
ho.rb our) 1.:hen Arthur vms in supremo c omrmnd, and King Ge rein t vro,s 
killed. The fir s t LIFE OF S1aNT C/i.RANTOC sugge,stcd that /i.rthur 
reig ned in S or:1crsc t fr om Dindro,i th ov near Co,rrum ( Carhm.1pt on) in a 
capac ity sub ordinate to Cadv,ry. Gcroint' s son; so 11 Kingn Arthur raay 
not be a misn omer. This a t lcns t suggor, ts that the chron ology of 
Mostyn MS is c orr ect, but agai n s t t h i s Constantino has b e en equal­
ed vi th Constn.ntine of Dunmonia cri tizod by Gildas, vrho would hnve_ 



been of ~rthur's gon crati on~and his c r~ndson Gcrcint uith the 
Gcrcint of the Gcddodin 1{vjn5 ln 600. In any caso t here was a t 
leas t one othe r Gcrcint of D.1;1monia, ·:rho 1,;0,s dcfcc:i,ted by Ino, of 
?ossox in 710. DindrQithov is he ld to be Dinn Tradui i ri Irish 
nyf naint ( Dev en ) ( 4) 

If 11.rtht.n~ 1 s p:1 tornal o.,nc c stry be considered unc crtaj_n, t hough 
probably of n younger branch of young Dumncnian stock, his □ othe r's 
re sts on betto r aut hori ty, :i:nc ludj_ng tho BRUT DING:ESTOW , the LIFE 
OF ST ILLTUD, as rrn ll as L.os·•:yn MS. Sho ·.,ras Eigr, daughter of i\.rn­
l o,i:dd, '.-rho ho l d tho ti tlc of G1J l cdig ( military c omma,nder ), by Gi1en, 
do.ughtcr of Cuncdda, Yihich t.tcmght ,'\_rthur i n to close r el ationship 
uith the G\~nedd and Rhegcd ~ynastias. 

J.cc or cUng to the i'..Nl,T,'i.LEf~ c;~MBRI 1.E J\.rthur and Mo·.,;d ra1:1t ( Modr cd ) 
uc ro slain at the Battle of Sa~l ann in 537. Late r tradition sugg­
ested t hat this uas an internal r evolt by MeTid ra~t, a relative of 
Jrthur. 537 aay be a little too l Bt o, as i n tho c~~o of Badon, but 
it i s probable tho..t Arthur long survi ved Badon, uhich, ac c ording 
t o Gilc1as, rcsultod in poacn for a generati on. 

There arc no GCncal cci cs tracing back to t rthur, but in Welsh 
tradition he h2,d c, son no,r:1cd Ll nchou ·:;'110 •. 1'2, s l<.:illod in battle, and 
a brother Madcc i!ho rras f o.thcr of :i.niv-,lod (:Gi ludd ). (5) Since the 
1 2., t cr Durnnonio..n dy:no,sty is 1.t'1'.~nor_rn, /1.rthu:r. 1 s nco,r os t traceabl e re­
l a ti ves ara tho ~ascendants ~f his great-unc l e Einion Yrth ( son of 
Cunoc1do.), frcnn whom t he Queen is c~osccndcd. Ccredig, ano ther son 
fi )cuncdda, was g r oat -gr~ndf~thar of St. Da vid, Wal es ' pa tr on saint. 

Notes: (3) P r of. 

( 4 ) Count 

( 5 ) Mrs. 

( 6) Re v. 

H.M . Chadnick , Studios in Early British History 
1 954 p. 54 

N. Tel s toy,- BulJ.o tin of Bc•a.rd of Col tic Studies, 
Mc,y 1 9 61 , p . 15 8. . 

R. Dr ornui ch, Trioodd Yny s Prydein, 1961, pp4 16 
and345 . 

~.W. Wade -Evans, Y Cymm r od or XZlV 1913, p.43. 
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11 Ti!E ISLAND OF __ BRITAIN_CONTAINS_)3 CITIE~ 

By Rita r,. oreno. 

So says the Vatican copy of the Nennius Historia Brittonum 
rrhich nas 1.- ,- rj_tten by Mar)c the Herrni.t, wh o describes himself as 
n "Holy Bishop of that Pooplc 11 • 

801~1e of the cit ies are ·1cl l kn o">~n, others have been completely 
lost to our viem al though clues to their where ab outs may lie 
in your ou n neighbourhoo<::l.. Here for your consideration is the 
list of ci_ti. es 1-;i th t heir suspected or lrnoYm ·s;rhe reabouts. 

Cair Rb rauc 
C,9,ir Ceint 
Cair Gour thegern 

Co..i r Gurc oc 
Ca ir Ci-usteint 
Cair Goura.ncc;on 

Cair Scgeint 
Cai r Guinnuis? Guintruis? 

Caer iJlo rcJ.in 

Cair Feris 

Cair Lion 
Cair Mencipit 

Ca.ir Caratm.1c 
Co.ir Cori 
Ca,ir Glou 
Ca ir Luilid 
Cair Graut 
Cair D::1un 
Cair Bri toe 
Cair L1cgunid 

Cair J'ifo,uisui d 

Cair Ligion 

Cair Guent 

York. 
Canterbury. 
Possibly near Castle Gurthren­
-i on ( on the 1:ifye) marke d on 
old map of Wales. 
?Cocciuu nr Llandovcry. 
Ca,ornnrvon. 
\:orcester, in the Triads 
9yrcmg on. 
SilchostGr. 
? Caer Guntum, Nornich or 
pGrhaps Winchester. 
Cacr Vyn1din of the Triads, 
Muridunum of the itineraries, 
capi tal of the Dirnetao, Caer­
rnnrthon. 

Portc hos ter ( H Llud frag. 
p.14) 

Caor loon on Usk "Cair Llionit 
?St. Albans (Camden p.298) 
S t. Albans ·Has the Wcrtam­
ccste r of the Sax on s . 
? Nr Anesbury or L o3nor Shrops 
Cirencester. 
Gloucester (Triads Caer Locu) 
Ca rlisle. 
Gr a ntchester. 
Doncaster 
Bristol. 
?Mcivod, now a small village 
( in Jv:on t gomc ryshire.) 
? Manchooter, ?Manduessum of 
the Ro□ans? of Caer Mo negid 
( Anc;l c scy) 
ChestGr, Caer Lleon of the 
Triads, styled Caer Lleon 
vaur to distinguish it from 
Cac r Lion on Usk. 
Cacruent, Venta Silurum 



Cair Collon 

L ondcin 
Cair Guorcon 
Cai r Le i r t on 
Cair Dnd t hon 
Ca ir P on savolcoin 
c o,ir Tein 
Cair Urna ch 

Cair Ccl crnion 

Cair L oit Coit 

Perhaps Cae r Golun of the ~riads 
? Cae r Kol whyn, Ha rlc ch Me ri onc t h­
shire . 
L ondon . 
Cae r Gorgyrn (Triads?) 
Le ic ester . 
? Drai ton Shrop s 
I l chc.stcr. 
? ? ? 
\froxccs t e r, Vric onium of the 
Itincraricso 
?Car,,alet, 11 Supe r Damnoni os a d 
Snbrinum acs tu~ Gr an t olim ~uro­
trtgnum reg i o nunc vcro nobis 
Gul nd yr hnf , a.p1..tdquos visuD 
c clcbc rri mi l oci Ca□ rmal et a lius 
Ca.@al o t vestigi a (H Lhu d frag . 33 ) 
? ? ? 

The li s t is full of question marks as indeed i s so much of 
our oc:, rly h i story, but ,,-;he n t h is transc rip t uas mad e in tho ye a r 
945 A.D. •1the Fifth of JI:dmund'' tho l ist •.;as g ivc::n without comm­
ent, so t his b i shop was o..pparently sati s fi ed t ha t the p l a ce s 
o::-i s t eel . 

This b oo]: 1:-:as 11 J:Mi t c d by tho Hc r rni t Marl.:, a Bish op of Those 
Pe op l e n. If Mar k •:as 8, r eal pers on it is a pity he gave h is 
c ccli o..s tic a l na□ e i ns t ead of his Br i ti sh one but, af t e r a ll , 
f a□ ou s pe opl e a ll seemed to huvo se v e ral n ames . S t Patrick uas 
j::norm by f our diff e rent nauos . Ta li esin ho,d p r e v ious l y bee n call­
ed G1vion and Mo rdin ( ban es Tali esin). This 1.7-;n t of prec ision 
11as often c oDpl a inc d a,bout. Mura t ori S;)caks of an ancient deed, 
sub scribed by t en J ohns , t hree Peters and f our Martins with out 
any ot her disti nc ti on . 

That Mar~ cl a i me d t o be b oth Bi shop and He r□it must point 
to hi rn l iving in cm age r:11011 t hose ti t1 cs e ould s till bo b orne 
by tho same p e rson. Th o high opinion once he l d by the Church of 
t ho Er rnom i tic a l 1:1-f c r:iade it no t unusL:G.l i n t he early Church f or 
t ho hermit t o be CraTTn from h i s se clusion, i nvested with t he 
p ri esth ood an d eleva t ed t o the r ank of Bi shop. Tho titl e of 
Bishop ' 'ia s oceo.,sionalJ.y c; ivon without c onsec r a ti on . t1 Ep:_i_scopi 
dicuntu t qu :_i_ t a.E1c n nu sq_u am c onscc r a ti J:I;p i sc opi. it Du Cange . 

Tho Engli sh transc ri p t of thi s Ne nnius manu.script was pub­
l ished , t ot?;c thor ;r j_th tho La t i n, by the Rev. 1.'V. Gun;1, B. D. o 
Ho u r ot o h i s book ln 18 19, a l mos t t wen ty years b e f ore Tennyson 
Yrro te " Idy lls of tho King 0 • 



.AFPENDIX TO __ THE ____ HISTORI A BRITTOHUrl 

Han es Talie s in 

Tho priDary dome s tic bard 
Ar:1 I to Elphin, 
An d ny origina l c ountry 
I s in th e r egion of t ho ChcrubiiJS . 
Joannes t he divi ne 
Call ed □ o Mo r rdin 
At l ength eve ry ki ng 
~ill c all □ o Taliesin . 
I was f ull ni ne Llon ths 
In t he ··.ror;1b of 1:1othor Cyrd,.rcn; 
I was littl0 Gwi on h crot afo r o , 
Taliesin am I n ow. 
I ·nns 1.:i t h DY ].. o rd 
In t he supe r ior s tate, 
~hen Lucif e r did f all 
To t he infe rna l deep 
I ha ve bo r ne a banne r 
Bef or e Al exande r: 
I kn on t h e names of t ho s t a rs 
Fron th e n orth t o Aust e r. 
I have bee n i n t he circle of GHcli on 
Tc t rag r G.1:i r.:a t en: 
I c onduc t e d Hean 
To the dep t hs of Ebr on va l e , 
I ,ms in Canaan 
V!hcn Ab sal oD '.· as s lain, 
I Ba s i n tho c ourt of Don 
Bof or e G'\ rcU en , .. ac born, 
I ~as an a tt endan t 
On Eli nnc1 E;1 oc i 
I TTas on tho cr os s - dev oting sen t enc e 
Of th o son of t he me rciful God . 
I ha ve been t ho chi ef keep e r 
Of t he ,,·.,o r k of Hi rn r ocl' s t o0.rc r; 
I have boo n t h r ee r ev oluti on s 
In t he circl e of Ar ianr od. 
I '.ra s in t he ,\rk 
With Ncah o.n c1 Alpha. ; 
I b □h ~ ld t he de structi on 
Of SodoLl and G c□ orra ; 

I ·,7as in Af r i ca 
Bcf ore R or:iC ,:a s built; 
I a rn corno h e r o 
To th e r cEnant s of Troia 



I wns uith □y Lord 
In the cancer of the she uss; 
I strengthened hlose s 
Thr ouc.;h the J crdan --:mt.er. 
I ho,ve be en in tho firi:12.Dent 
With IJin ry Magdn.len; 
I hc,ve been gifted Tiith genius 
Fror_·; tho Co,uldron of Cyrlcli::on. 
I h2ve bee n bard of the harp 
To Toon of Lochlyn; 
I hQve endured hunge r 
For tho ~on cf tho Virgin. 
I h1ve be en in White Hill 
In the c cmrt of Cynvolyn, 
In stocks and f ette r s , 
For a ye2.r o.,nd a day. 
I have ho,d uy c.b ode 
In thu kingdora of tho Trinity: 
It is not kno1;n 1·1hat ts r::y body 
\lhcthcr flesh or fish. 
I hQvc be en nn in s truct or 
To the whale univ e r se : 
I shall r emain till tho day of doo□ 
On the fncc of the cnrth. 
I h~vc been in an agitated suat 
.~bovc the circl e of Sic1in 
4'1.nct th t c on tinui:.:S r._,v olving 
Bot'.!ec:n three cle1,1cnt s : 
Is it not a wonder t o tho uorld 
That it r eflects n ot a spl endor? 



TREASURE TROVE 
by BILL TIDY 

Hardly a day goes by without a gold-filled wreck being dived 
for, a hoard of coins being turned up on a building site. 

"Thirty years I'1•e had this bloody allotment, and 
never found damn all." 

.. I thought you said 'treasure' was a dirty word to archaeologists." 



"Ask Pat Brannigan. He's a Fellow of the 
Archaeological Society." 

"I' h t s t e wrong wreck, but 
who the hell cares!" 

Reproduced by 
permission of 
' ' Punch 

"No precious objects, but a mint of information 
on the .early Iron Age." 



STIRRUP CUP 
By Patrick ~fynne-.Jones. 

A challenge to the idea of Arthur as a leader of cavalry 
and startlins evidence that the defences of Cadbury are uni­
que a.n1ong those of Da rk Age Forts in the British Isles -­
these uere just t wo of the surprises in store for Pendragon 
Members ·.rh o heard the Tallc given by Dewiel Evans of Cardiff 
University at our □ee ting on March 12th. 

11 JJo,i..n, as ho is l::nmm to his nany friends among the 
Pendragons , Bade a trip from Cardiff to address the Society. 
He began his Ta lk: by contrast ing the large are 0, and daunting 
defences of Cadbury uith t he SLlaller size and less irnpress-
i ve f or tifications of such other D:1rk A[;e si tern as Dalnahoy 
and Dunadc1 in Scotl a.nd or Lag ore and Garranos in Ireland. 
Thon, dro,uing on ov:L.:'.::mce unearthed in tho 1967 dig, he ex­
plained that the construction of the main rampart a t Cad­
bury and, in p ar ticular, the wo oden palisade r e inforced with 
horizontal beaus fe atured in t his year's C.R.C. publicity 
material, i s non-RoDan in style and has its closest parallel 
in Horth African, Dyzantine , r.rndels. Ap3,rt from mention of 
the 11; ec1i t c: rranoan connc:ction aJ_reac1y established by pottery 
finds s.nd tho possibility of i ripor ting forc:i_gn workncn , D8.,i 
did not a ttemp t a detailed t heory to fit the neu evidence 
but left hj_s o:udience to speculate on a, possible explanation. 

A further s urpri se ca□ o TTith Dai's attack on tho idea 
of Arthur as a cavalry loader anQ fighter. In this attack he 
questioned Prof,Jssor Collings:rood's suggestion that the geo­
graphical spread of Arthur's b2,t tles, and tho succossi vo 
defeats suffered by t ho Saxon infantry, arc esplainodby 
Arthur's role as a leade r of a cavalry force. Basing his 
argu□ont on ~h e contention that hand-to-hand fighting on 
horseback only r eally became pos sible with the introduction 
of stirrups by the Vikings, Dai put forTTard the counter­
theory tho:t Arthur lcc7. o, troop of 11 Drag oons•i; highly_ uobilo 
infantry manoeuvring on horseback but fighting on foot. 

\·/h c~ rev c r possible Dai illustra ted his Talk vri th colour 
slides lent by tho Carc1-iff Departnent of Archaeolocw. These 
included scvero.l close s tudies of tho Sutton Hoo holrnet--
mask nnd othe r pi ccoo r.-h osc olab ora tc dee oration supports 
tho theory that much of tho arcour found at tha t site is of 
11parao.on r a ther t han ;;fi r;hting 11 type. 

Hmrnvor, no slides could solve the problem of Arthur as 
;;Dragoon II or Cava lryr.mn. In the intense c ontrovery 1Nhich 
arosso on tha t point many examples fr om Roman end Byzantine 
history were put f or ward as ovidonce of early fighting on 
horsob~ck nnd tho uso of stirrups before tho ~rrival of tho 
Vikinsc. The controversy still rngc s. Can any Pendragon 
member supply tho facts t o resolve it? 



v!H,iT' s IN A NAME ? - ·-- ,,__.. .. ,-- --·-·--~--·-··--.-
Dy Rita, Moren o. 

An a nci en t nai"le for Gl astonbury -.-;s,s ;;~yd r:ln or Glass 
Bangor, and according to Roberts' CaDbrian An tiquit j_ es, the 
s i gni f ic2-nce of glass i_s sac r ed . Bnngor moan s Gr eat l':Ionastery. 
Al SO D."',v i csts My t ;1ol ei6y says thnt ;;tho Druids cstceDe d little 
glass Qodc l s as very sac red sy□bols of tho mystical v esse l 
(Ark ) and hold the material it self in r eligious es t eem . 
Mo r ddin, the bartl of ~□brosius, is said to have constructed 
a house of g l o,ss in '.ihich he wont to sea ac c or:ipani..cd by nine 
Cy l vei rrd bards , of rrh 01:1 nothinc.; rras l1eard o,f t crwards. 

Canb. Biol. v Llc r ddin. 
11 :Jhc th e r ivlc.rlin surviv ed ,\rthur, or not, h a s not been 

r e c or ded in historyi but it is mos t probabl e tho, t he did, and 
thr ough so□o approh6ns1on of the Saxons , endeavou r ed t o 
escape thorn by sea . On t his occasion ho i s said to have sail­
ed in n shi p of Glass ~nd to have t~kcn ~ith h i m the thirteen 
curios-i..ti.os of Dri taj_n, Roberts C2nbrj_c:m Populo.r Antiqui ti cs . 

,'i.l so the i.;; tr,'.::,nGc r in tho p oc1~ :,The Chair of T;1lios in 11 

is int r oduced to the nocturnal cys torics by exhibiting his 
nb oat of C~ l ass:;. • 

Fina l ly, in Dunlap's Hi story of Fiction -~- in the c on­
tinuo,ti on of Orlcrn do Furi oso -- Yiho re tho sp4.ri ts arc surnrnon­
eC to a ttend De Da r gor gon in council, some of th em , i mpelled 
by tho bcll o1:iS of t he dc cions, s:i.i l th r ouGh the 8.ir in ships 
cf Ul as; 1r Porta t c o..lcunc in g r un :·uvi cl. i v c tr o'' 

So perhaps :;ynyswl trj_n :r ( G last on bury) is really the 
11 80,c r ed I s l o 11 o.,nd vha t rnoro like ly t han t l1at the sacred 
i s l e of t ho d r uids should bccou1c 11Glass Bnngor :: •rhc n Christ­
ianity put non~s tcries and churches in the □ ost sacred p l a ces 

of the Druids. 

It ho,s been supposed tl1at t he v;o rc1 Ca ir Li on Y.TaS a Welsh 
moclific2.ti_on of t he tern Legion. If this doriv::i,ti on ,,ms ',!ell 
c on s i c1o r ccl. the i rnp r obabil 1_ ty of it 0.-tould nppoar f or tho 
p l o.ccs so call ed hac'. ncr.os, o,nc1 \;o re pJ ncos of s trength point­
ed out by t he olc5ibility of t ~e ir situation l ong befor e tho 
Romans □ade their a ~) earance. The Wa l sh t o rm f or l egion is 
Ll ong, 

2
, vory c or:mon "Jord in nll the 1 ;rj_ tings of the diff e r­

ent o.gcs. Thcrcf ore t he nacc ouJht t o be Cc1,ir Llon0 , a vary 
e~sy structure fr o□ Ca ir Ll eon , a uord of throe syllables. 
Tho pr ope r no..ne of tho t m1n is Ga ir Lli on . Tho i mport of 
Lli on saoGs to be st reams, t c r rants or flo odings , and t he 
situation of the p l ace that bears that naLl c is situnt ed on 
t he bank s of a rive;r. ( OHo n MS .) 



EASTER CONFERENCE REPORT 

From Julie Weaver. 

The 1968 Easter Conference of the Cambrian Archaeological 
Association was held in j1bcrystwyth from April 8th-ll th. The 
theme 1:ra s "The Irish Sea Province in ArchaeoJ.ogy and Historyn 
and experts lectured on such topics as Irish Ring Forts, Early 
Christianity and Medieval We lsh Churches. 

Of special interest to Pendragon □embers was the last 
lecture, 11 \fo,s there an Irish Seo, Culture in the Dark Ages ?·1 

by Mr. Leslie Alcock. 
He begnn by affirming the modern view that Celtic peoples 

came to the Wes tern Bri t:Lsh Isles up the Irish Sea, possibly 
as early o,s 1800 BC, branching 1i7est to Ireland and east to 
Wales, and into Cornwall (not, as maintained by the Victorian 
scholar Rhys, spreading wes t ward a cross uhat is novl England, 
developing thei r dial ec ts a,s they went.) Development of separ~ 
ate di aloe ts ( Irish Gocdelic crnd 1.s!elsh Brythonic) and art farms 
would have taken pl a ce after settlement. 

In the historic period there Tiere frequent population move­
ments in the Celtic Wes t as shown by similarities in their 
dwellings. Ptolemy, the Greek, (about 150 AD) writes of Irish 
settlers from GQ,l 1.,ray in North we st 1.lales, and in the late fourth 
century AD South Jes t Wales (Dyfed) had been settled by the 
Deisi, expell e d f:rom their own torrttory tn South East Ireland. 
They ,,ere prbbably admitted as 'federa tes' pledged to defend 
rheir new land again □ t hostile Irish. (The title 'Protector' 
was retained by the Royal Fami ly as late as 550, long after the 
Romans departed.) • • 

At about the same time Cuncdda, a king in the Antonino Wall 
area, □ ovod ui th his sons and people to expel the Irish from 
North nnd Mid Wales. :;:-fo~·1ever, a century later, the important 
Irish kingdom of Dalra.ida was f orrned in West Caledonia by the 
Scoti of Ulster who l a ter gave their name to the whole of the 
country. 

Irish influence survives to this day in \fost Britain in 
plac e names and on tho crude menorial stones of important peo­
~le, inscribed in Latin and Ogam (Goidelic) characters. The 
usual theory is that the Ogam alphabet uas de vised in Ireland 
~nd transferred t o Britain ~1c ro Latin, absorbed from tho 
Ror.1ans, ':'ias of ten ad clod, o specio..lly in Dyfed. Mr. Ale ock, 
howe ver, considers that the idea of stone memorials ~rose in 
Dyf ed from Homan rnodol,s E1nc7. was dovelopod in Ireland where the 
Ogam inscriptions arc no rc elabor~tc but Latin is absent. (The 
Romans never penetrated Ireland.) 

Pottery also gives evidenc e of communication. In addition 



to the luxury war es i □portcd from Europe ( a~ f ound at Tintagc l, 
Dinc1,s F ouys n,ncl Sou t h Cnc°\bury) ,,:o hswo a typo of crude na ture 
pc t tcry found bo t h in North Eas t Irolnnd and West Cornwall. 
Prof. Ch o,rlcs Therms l i nlcs it 1.'ii th the travels of Irish Saints 
to Coriv:rall bu t i t is as yet uncertain which is th e earlj_or 
typo. 

Fine □otalTTork g ives t ho full es t evidence of culture con-
t ac ts. ./\.rchao ol ogy ,sug[~C s ts t hct t fr om earlic,s t ti1:10 Ir<:,J. and and 
Brita in had dovo l opod paral le l but separate art forms , with now 
ideas c orninc ~-n fr cri1 sc t tlors a,1 1d r cfl.1.i:;cc s. Irc l2,n cl wa s v :L rtuaJ.­
l y cut off frcrn Britain in tho Ro□an p eriod but l ater, c ontacts 
again b ccatic f:;_~Gq_ucnt and s ir:11 l ar crucibl es , r:10uld s and r:1e:t0,l 
objects 2.ro f cunil alJ. round tho Iri sh Sea area. TJ•is i nplics 
Cr:i-f+ c-.r··on -~r-1,1 '"· ] ·1 i· nr,' ci ·'c 11er~ i 1~ " sr•c1 1l "'r c,--, ·,nci· i· 0, ( c,C' c.+ "D-"L.""'"' ,_, _ L•,.:,_,, l, _ r., •.~ ·-· _ ':J .. 1 ... l C.C ~ . . C l, . C..,}.- C, _ ,j ,_,,;:, C.c V . !.! '.,u 

Pov1ys ) or ,;ri-i:h Lissionartes t o provide objccts for t he converts' 
churches . Such trave l ling craftsme n aro frequen tly ~onti oncd in 
early Cel ti c l iterature . 

It is theref ore clear th~t in th o pe ri ods sontioned, Ireland 
and Wes t Britain must bo c onsidered as belonging t o a sinele 
culture area. 
Books to reo.D: 
Prehistoric and Early Wales . ... Ed: I. Foster and G. Danie l . 
Cel ti.c Br·itain .... M. Ch2,c1v,-i c k . 
1hc Celtic ReaJ.m1:; ... L. D:i.11 on ::md l{. Chaowj_cL: . 
The Irish Sea Provinco ... Su@Dari os o; Confc roncc l ectures t o be 
publj_ shed shortJ.y by the Ca,rnb:i:-ian Archao ol ogi cal Ass oc iati on . 
Current 11.rchaeology ... I,Iay issue 1960 . 



A HECONNAIS,S0'..FCE IN NORTH BRITAIN 

April 1968. 

By a member who thinks the search for Camelot 
should not be confined to South Cadbury. 

"Let Uther Pendragon do what he can, 
The River Eden will run as it ran." 

The above couplet was taken from a book in the Public 
Library at Penrith in Cumberland. It was a "History of Penri thli 
by William F-Erness who was apparently a local printer and pub­
lisher as well as historian. The author goes on to say that 
probably Penrith was the centre of the petty kingdoms that once 
existed in North Britain. 

The occ as ion was a week 's tour of the four northern 
counties of England with the object of trying to find if 
certain northern topographies corresponded wi th those of the 
Arthurian Legends. A start was made at Penrith. The official 
guide states that in Roman times Penrith was known as Voreda, 
but the site of the Roman fort of Voreda is shown on the Ordn­
anceSurvey one inch map a s being some six miles north of the 
town. In view of the strategically important location of Pen­
rith at the juncion of several main Roman roads, i.e. (1) north­
wards to Carlisle and Glasg ow (ii) north-east to Camboglanna 
and Corbridge, (iii) south-east over the Pennines to York, (iv) 
south to the twin roads leading to Chester and (v ) wes t over 
the f0lls to Hard Knott fort and the estuary of the Cumberland 
Esk, it migh t well qualify for the identity of the hitherto un­
identified Camulodi.::num mentioned by Saklatvala in his 11 Arthur' s 
Britain". Penrith itself seems to have boen granted its charter 
in 1223 but was apparently the capi tal of CUMBRIA in the 9th 
and 10th centuries. CuriousJy enough, although the area is known 
to have been inhabi ted afte~ the Romans left, the name Voreda 
does not seem to have been used, whilst the name Penrith does 
not appear until about the 8th or 9th century. Could the gap 
have been filled by Camelot? It would follow naturally t he 
Roman Camulodunum. But to return to the tour. After a gl ance at 
the nearby sites of Maybu rgh (or Maybury) and Arthur's Round 
Table whi ch seem nothing but examples of pre-historic henge 
monuments, the interes ting ruins of Brougham Cas tle, one mi le 
south of Penrj_th, were vis i ted. This is a 12th century castle, 
one of several owned at one time by the Cliff ord family. The 
others we re Appl eby, Brough, Skipton and-~ Pendrag on. The 



following is taken from the official guide issued by the Minis­
try of Public Bui ldings and Works. 

"Brougham Cast::!..o stands on the south bank of the River 
Emont near its confluence with the River Lowther. Its site has 
been of strctegic importance since tho first centurv A.D. when 
Agricola and the Roman armies crossed the Emont on their way to 
Scotland. Indeed, as early as his first Scottish 6ampaign, Agri~­
ola probably established a fort to guard the river crossing ..... 
The Roman road book, the Anton1ne Library, gives the name of tho 
fort at Broughs,ill as BROVACUIVI. 

South of the castle (and outside the aroa controlled by 
the Ministry ) can bo seen the remains of a Roman auxiliary fort, 
about 4½ acres in extent. It has never bean excavated, but study 
of chance finds of inscriptio:1s, pottery and coins and comparison 
with othor northern forts suggest that occupation continued in-
to tho lc.te fot1rth century. It ·f:.ras occupied by auxiliary (i.e. 
non--lcgionary ) troops and its size is sufficient to house a 
garrison a thousand strong. Inscriptions show that at dj_fferont 
t imes both cavalry and infantry uoro stationed thore.u 

South-west of the castle and wost of tho Roman fort is a 
l argo grassed area of probably somo 8-10 acres. It has a slight­
ly ;::,,rt:t fie ial 1 oo).: as tl1ough c onc0al ing th,::: ror::iains of wall s or 
foundations. I n c onjunc ti on wit: . tho Roman fort as quarto rs for 
troops it made an ideal l ocation for a Headquarters that would 
not b0 lost on Art hur, or his mentor and guide Merlin. On tho 
northarn odga of the toTTn is a hill 937 foot high on top of 
~hich is an ancient beacon. It commands extensive views of the 
ontiro area and could co□municato with other known beacon sites 
to cover at least three counties. In Malory, tho Palace of Cam­
elot is described as adjoining a river. This site fits tho des­
cription admirably and, like the fort, is believed never to have 
boon cxcava tad. 

In Geoffroy Asho's book, 11 From Caesar to Arthur 11 , Ch. 8. 
pp 229-233, there aro quoted soma detailed accounts of the bur­
ial of Arthur as so on by Lancelot and Bodivoro. In an at t oLlpt to 
fir1c1 a sirnilar northern e, 01, oe;r2rph,_y Brainpt on Old Church, some 
t,-r,onty odd miles cas t of Carlisle uas next visi tod. It is about 
two miles fro□ BraLlpton, close to the River Irthing. Near the 
site of the church the hillside rises steepl y from tho river for 
possibly 200 --300 feet en the right hand side. Thero is a steep 
track loading from tho floor of tho valley and riverside to the 
church on t op. Fairly recent river erosion ~as caused a partial 
collapse of tho hillside including part of the churchyard re­
sulting in tho church being closed. fh0 church itself is very 



smal l , probabl y not seating more than 50 people and seems likely 
to have been used mainly as o, b1~1ri2J_ che.,pcl. The building does 
not seem to be more e1an t u o or t hree centuries old and may have 
been built on the site of an earlier chapel, It is marked on the 
Ordnance map as St. Martin's Church in characters usually denoting 
an anctent bui lding. On the Ordnance map of the Dark Ages it is 
marked St. I-Unian ' s Wel l. 'l'he topograpby of the site agrees re­
markably ucll with the description given in the book and even to­
day the o'nl.y habitat-: on ne a r the church is a mode rn fo, rrnhou sc and 
two outb1...1.ildings. lW cn if it should be the ,site of Arthur's grave 
it seems unlikely that any trace could be found unless, of course, 
he rms actually burj_ecl j_n the chapel and the present building 
erected on top of the old site. O~viously, the nex t place to l ook 
for was a possible Plain of Camlann. 

1'he Ordn2,nco Darl~ Ages rr;ap sho-ss t hG st to of Car:il ann a few 
mi l es east of Brampton at Carn'oogl anna. Geoffrey Ashe says that 
the fort h2..s been e:::eo,vo,ted s.nd sho1rs no .sign of occupation or 
battle after the Romans l eft. Inspection of the si te confirms this 
view, but o..bout six mi le s t o the south of Camboglanna and about 
three mi le s from tho nearest poi nt on the River Irthing, is a little 
known l ake , Tindale Tarn. To the north of the lake is a fair l y open 
:plain . To the ,s outh is Hooded hill country Y•hich may once have 
been forest. The legend i mplies that Arthur's sword was returned 
to the l ake from ~hich he got it in the first Jlace. Less t han a 
mile away is a disused quarry from Hhich has been ob tained coal, 
iron ore and other metal s . The ra-;,-r rno,toriE1,l s for weapon rnaking vie re 
on the site, and the Celts we re famed for their metal craftsman­
ship. In short, Bedcvare could have r e turned the suord to tho 
makers and then carried Arthur some throe mi l es to the riv 0r whe re 
a ba r ge was ,:aiting. Shortly afte r boarding the vesse l Arthur dictl 
and a further tTio or three miles do~nstresm brought the party to a 
kno•.m burial plo,ce, All of nhich fits tho legends as told. The 
J_) lo.ccs 2,r0 there t o.,•day for ::i,nyone to see. 

(Editor's No te: Camul odunum is usually thought to be Col chester, 
uc have been told. Caracrton, in Somerset, also cl aims to have MSS 
in tho British Jviuseum incli.cating tho,t it 1,;as originally CarnuJudon­
um. ~ ould any of our memb0rs care to add to, or comment on, this 
article? ) 
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