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22 Alma Road, Clifton, llris tol 8. BSB 2BY. Letters addressed 
to c ontributors ~ill be passed on. 

Plans are now being made for a big Celtic F~ir to be held 
in Bris tol at Pentecost, 1970. 

The scheme l1as been put f or-r-,ard by the Pendragon Society 
and has been ~ell received by those civic bodies that have so 
far been approached. It has been we lcomed by the various Celtic 
Societies in Bristol and an official committee to manage it is 
n o-r:,: being formed. 

The idea ~as outlined to t he Bristol authorities in these 
terms:~ 

CELTIC FAIR 

During the last decade there has been a ~9markable resurg­
ence of racial and cultural self-consciousness in the Celtic 
areas of Britain o,nd on the continent. This resurgence could be 
harnessed for the benefit of Bristol. It has been suggested that 
a Trade Fair might bo held here, pcrhc3,ps around Whitsuntide, 
1970, to coincido wi t h tho beginning of thG Tourist Season that 
yDar. 

The suggestion is that manufacturers of Celtic products and 
producers of goods from Celtic areas should bG invited to take 
part in an Exhibition and Fair. The re is a host of pos s ible 
Exhibitors ranging from thos ::; producing h ·.'cods and whiskies to 
those making Irish linen, Welsh pottery and Cornish mead. 

On this cornrne;rcial b1:1sis, and to promote their wares, it is 
to be expected that cxhibi tors -frafil each area would bring some­
thing of th eir 0"\7n culture with thcrn . This c ould take the form 
of Welsh choirs, Scottish bagpipe bands, singers and danc ers, 
pagean ts of Na tional costuracs ate. 

• This c ombin2.tj_ on of Trade, Culture and Tradition would make 
a great a)1pcal to Col tic exi l es in America and the Commoni:rnal th. 
It would boost the Tourist ·.rradc, and uull organised coach 
tours '.rnuld spread th.is throughout the West Country. 

An assembly of C0ltic interes t s would restore an old, trad­
itional and family relationship between Britain and the contin­
cmt of Europ•J thr ough th L:: Cc l tic c ornmuni tios in Spain and in 
Brittany. Bristol is goographically the ideal vonuc for such a 
F ~dr. 



By Alex SchlesinGer. 

I have read vrj_ tl-1 interest t'.1e art:Lcles concerning the 33 
cities of the Romans and i} rj_ tons. ·J.1h ese cities v.re re listed by 
Nennius, yet other li s ts oxi st tcc l ud ing one by Jede compiled 
about 720. Bede writes tlla,t t :1.e:ce .rere 23 cities but in fact 
he only l i sts 27. Ui ldas a~s o men tions tha t rl ritain was decor­
ated v i ~h 28 cities and some cast l es, all furnished in a res­
pectable manner with walls, towers, loc~ed gates and houses 
f irmly built up to a threatening height, but he does not mention 
the names of t he se towns. His wo r ds are these: 1~ritannia bis­
denis , bisque quaternis civitatibus ac nonnullis castelli~ 1 

rnurorurn, turrium, serataru.s p ortarurn, domorunque, quorum cul­
mina minaci procerita te porrecta in edito forti compage pange­
bantur, rn olitionibus non i rnprobabiliter insurrectis decorata. 17 

(From ~eyers ~e rn oirs of Bristol, 1821.) 
Henry of HuntinGdon, wri ting in about 1148, also lists 28 

ci t J.e s, wh5-le Richard of Cirencester says, 11 there were former-
ly among the Britons 92 cities of whi ch there we re 33 more cele­
brated and conspicuous above: the re s t. tt Yet even this number 
might be inc ample te for Whi taJ.::e r rocl-:ons 14 O. Seyer, in 1821, 
gives particulars of 38 of these cities. 

In all of these lists the city of Cae r Brito i s mentioned 
and th e re seems l ittl e doubt that this J lace is in fact Bristol . 
However, Seyer is swift to point out that Caer Bri to enjoyed 
another name which he assumes applied particul c1,rly to the four 
ancien t forts within the i mmediate vicinity of ancient Bristol. 
This second name is a Celtic one -- Caer Oder Nan t Bad on. Seyer 
claims tha t 11 :Lt is so ca lled by the We lsh to this day.n(1821) 

Two origins of t h i s name are offered 1 firstly that Caer 
Oder i s tho city of th 0 fro ntier and secondly, that Caer Oder 
is in fact Cac r Godar, the city of the chasm. In c onstruction 
God or drops the G ~-n 8,ccorde.nce with the gene ral rules of· t he 
language , thus forming Caer Odor. Seyer a ssumes t hat the name, 
frontier town, i s of pre-Roman or~i.gin a.nd rcsf crs to a triba l 
boundary. 'City of the Chasm ' r ef e rs to the Avon gorge whose 
sides on the cast fall vertically for more than 200 feet. Three 
of t he four forts tha t I have p reviously mentioned are built 
directly above t his gor ge , the one on the eas t being Clifton 
Camp and those on the wes t be ing J urwalls (Bowe r -Walls) Camp 
and Stoke Leigh Camp. Seyer points out that Blaise Castle, in 
llenbury, North 1:ie s t Bristol, is vis i ble from Stoke Leigh , and 
tha t Dr a ndon Hill used to be visible until the recent erection 
of some houses in Clifton (1784). 

It is obviou s to those wh o inspect t hese defences that they 
a r e of Iron Age origin y et the legends t ha. t are attached to 
these forts may give some hint as to their subsequent history. 



Will iam of Worceste r (1180) says that t he camps were built 
before the Norman Conquest by Sarac0ns or Jews by order of a 
giant named Ghyst . Ad~ittedly giants are not new t o Celtic 
my th ology but other simi l ar l egends at t ached to the foundations 
of these camps, and of Bristol itself, have a simil ar theme . 
Legend also stat0s tl12,t tl1G Avon Gorge 1 ias dug by t wo gian ts, 
Goram and Vincent. Goram subsu~usntly uurdcred Vincent who was 
canonized and is commemorated L:- ;:,t. Vincen t I s rocks on the 
eas t side of the Avon Gorge . It, is possi]J le that t vr o Ce ltic 
chieft ains either bui lt, or more probably r e-fortifi ed, the 
forts whi l e subsequen t folklore gave them the greater task of 
dig3ins the gorge. 

It is said that Br i stol itself 1: 1as f ounde d by t ,:rn kings, 
Brerrnius and Belli nus . BBrcnnus c ondi tor B.ristoll ir0 11 • (Leland 
1530). Above St. John's Gate, the north gate of Br~Lstol , the 
thirteenth century sta tues of Brennius and Bellinus can be seen 
to this day. It could well be the case that Goram and Vinc ent 
are the same peopl e aff Br ennius and De llinus, but we re they 
kings, gie,n ts or chj_ef t ains ? 

Trro of the Cel tj_c gods we:ce called Bran and Bcli, yot it 
would bo more plaus i ble if some chi ef t a ins possessed these 
ne,mes. Fortunately suc h nariws do exi .st in Celtic h i story for 
ancien t rulers of Britain i nc lude Br an 7 his son Caradoc, and 
Cassi vel l aum, son of Bcli. Unf or tuna t ely the early chroniclers 
l isted them alongside such myth ic al characters as Manawyddan, 
sen of Ly r. 

As I mGntioned earl ie r, Leland mentions Bri s tol being 
f ounded by Brenntus rather t han Bellinus. Now Brychan was a 
Gcido l chief. Gildas mentions tho Goidols c oming over from 
Ireland. Ho has, in his writings, s can t r espec t for them which 
is not surpri sing uhun one remembers that they rye re the mos t un­
-c i vi.li sed hoar d . Lrychan f oundc d, or gave h is name t o, the 
J:ingdorn cf Brychctn iog, l ate r corrupted i n+'J Br ec lcnock:shire. It 
is possib l e that in the confuston that csign ed in t he l at t or 
part of the f ourth c entury t ha t a Goide l force under Brychan 
occupied tho Seve r n es tuary and used tho forts around Bri st ol 
as t~Qi r eastern border. Hence the p l ace c ould have had the 
joint name of Ci t y of the Chasm or the Frontier City. Gildas 
hi mself di scovered that the Se vern es tuary region v;as not a 
safe place t o live in some time af t e r t he age of Hrychan. So 
it might bo safe too., ssumo t hat during the Goido l h ey day t he 
area of t ha Sovern was g iven ove r t c vi ol ence and anarchy. 
Another roc>,son 1,,rhy those farts may T•,o ll have been occu~_,ied in 
t h8 e:.trly part of t he Dark Ago is tha t t he Romans occupi ed them 
:i_n ccn~1e; ction 1:'rith t he port a t Abona (Soa Mills ). It migh t be 
supposed that tho defences were sttll :i_n good condition and 
needed only superficial r c:pa,i r vrc: 11 ,_;;r i thin the capabili ti cs of 
a primiti ve peopl e such as t he Goido ls. 



H~ving dealt wi th the fi r st part of tho name Caor Ode r Nan t 
:1 on , tho soc e,nd p ;:i.r t · ·· Nan t Badon ·--mi ght a l so give ri se t o some 
t ~res ting th~ori os. It s litoral trans l i tion i s the Vale of the 
t h, from Ba,d , ,'d. bo, th . .ii tLin i ts0lf this namo presents no diffi­
lti es fer a few milos up river f r om rl ristol stands t ho city of 
th. Ho~ove r, thu rcad0r n ill be a~~re that Badon i s f a r more im­
rtan t than a more bath f or t ho s ite , if it c an be cxatly l oc ated, 
uld indic a t e whe r e the Sax0ns suffered a g r oat defeat a t t he 
nds of Arthur, a dafaat which was to have a profound eff ec t on 
o hi sto r y of this isl and . 

At pr0scn t t he most accoptabl o si tc for this battle is a t Lid•­
ng t on , a hill f ort just outs i de the t own of Sui ndon . This suems 
acceptabl e l ocation for if we assume t hat t he main push of the 

xons was fr om tho oo,st to tho ·:,:res t, the Saxon st r onghold being 
Kcm t, i t 1:Youl d follow that t ho invado r would f ollow tho route 

s t into the Val e of t ho ~/hito Horse . Continuing westward until 
riving no rth cc:s t of Som0rsc t t hoy would thon turn int o the: wes t 
untry proper. If t11is rnov cmen t is o.cceptablo, then t hG first 
jo r l:i_1:w .')f dsfcnco t o bo mot ,1i t h is at. Liddingt on, g iving e., 
ausi b l o site f or the Battle of Badon. 

HcTI0v0r, thc r o is r eason to boli ovc t hat the Saxons ventured 
st ,,f th0so prJtnts . Gi l do.,s , -;;rho Has a c c,n t omporary r ec order, c om­
nts that t ho Saxons r age d fr om sea t o soa and oven r cacho d the 
sturn ocean. Als o, i f Arthur f cugh t a ba tti e with them a t the 
ty c•f the L ogi e,n s ( Cacrlo e,n) then thoy had ponotra t od as far as 
e Usk. 

Tho Saxons had oc cupied Ken t by about 450. H8ngist subsequcn t -
ucn a vict ory in Kent in 473 (asains t Ambr osius?) in 477 t ho 

·itons fled from tho Sussex Weald, and in 495 Co r die and Cynri c 
,ndc:d in Harnpshi r 0 . All this tirn0 some ,sort of rC;sistancc Yias i n 
,or ation, at first l ed by Ambrosius and then by Uthor Pendragon . 
. o l ocat ion cf the Saxnns shows tha t tho c ounter off ensive was of 
.ttl o cffoct and it ~as not until Arthur had fi nishe d his train­
tg (fi gh ting iho nc rth ~rn inv~dors ?) t ha t tho tide began to turn 
;ainst t ~e Saxons . One cf Arthur 1 s battl es was at Cac rl ecn where 
: WQS vict cri cus, p cs □ ibly due t o the use of Roman tactic s. 

It is kncnm that Arthur fough t against tho Goidc l s. The re is a 
LV C -;_n Angl esey '\'."i'1c.,ro Ar t hu r i_s s.::dd t o hwu rested af t er o, b a t ­
.a 1:ith t hese: peopl e . It is p c., s,sib l o tho.t af t er tho bo,ttl o of 
~or l oon Arthu r crossed tho Severn and removed t ho Goid cl s fr om 
1c rogi on c,f the Av on who r e t he;y had a fr onti or ( of s ort s) wi th 
10 So,xons . (Macs Kn ell, not fa r from Bri stol , i s supp csod to be 
10 site of one of Arthur's mi no r batt l es . Ed. ) It would t han have 
Jcorn e obvious t o the Saxons th~t if Arthur so curod tho Av on and 
::vcrn ostu3,ry they '\.'ould have l os t t he ir access to ih0 . ..; s t and 
10 We l sh b orde r l ands. Be ing so restricted it uould bo diffictilt 
J main t ai n the i r uos torn front and th ey mi gh t uc ll be pushe d back 
) Kent. 



If th -..; ro .J.dcr c Gnsul ts a. rnup of t he \,ros t it will be scen that 
the 2rca immo dio..tcly 2 rcund 3 rist ol serves as a key t o the whole 
wost c ountry ,J,nd Wal es . .1~ r is t cl gu a rds the mouth of the Avon, t he 
S 8v e rn Estuo, ry, a nd t ho r cut os running south int o S omerset. At tha t 
time Bri s t ol ulsc c on s i sted 0f f our p owe rful f orts -- a prize with­
in th eir o~dn right. 

Geoffrey of Nlcnm cuth, f or wh::-, t ho is wo rth, refers t o the batt­
l e as t aking pla,ce at Ko..or Hadii, t he tovm of Bo.don. The full quote 
is, 11Urb s Kae r Bo..dii qua c nunc Bo.d o nunc a pa tur. n (Chambers, Arthur 
of Britain. ) The t own of Bc1.dc,n might well be supposed to be Bath. 
This p 2.t tcrn is f cll o'.';0d in "The Dream of Rhonnbv.ry" Hhich states 
th1 t Arthur gathered his f orc es in tho Severn Valley bef or e a dvan­
cing t c mee t Osl o. Gyll c llva"\:T a t Bo..don. If this las t reference is 
c orrect then Arthur o.rriv0d at Badon a ft e r the 8axons ha d mustere d 
the ir f orc os . 

If the Battl e of Bo.d en r ag 0d a r ound n f ort or f orts of strat eg­
ic v a l ue in tho wast c cuntry close t o tho So ve rn surely Caur Oder 
;;suld boa mos t like l y p l ace, f o r if the Sax on f orces wore s tretch­
ed a cr oss Eng l ~nd thGi r c cmmunic ation line s 11ould have bG cn l ong and 
vuln or :,,b l e. If furth o r re inf orcerncnts Ho ro c oming by soa with the 
a id c,f the S =1.x ons in Hc.mpshiro, Whel. t b o t ter pl::1,ce t o l and than a t 
the disused Rcrno.n port of Ab cm2., just o, mil e a::ray fr om Co.e r OcL.; r ? 

~,Iuc h of this tho, .. ry is c cnj ccturc nnd mo re evidenc e is ne e ded. 
P erhaps s omu ot he r P 0n dr ::1.gon membe r ui ll t o,ko up tho se.:J.rch fr om 
h e r o . 

THE ROYAI.!__~/\.!1tILY __ OF PO ':!YS 

A c crrospcndont G.Skc d f or some j_nform '.J. ti on c oncerning tho P ovrJs 
f a mily. The reques t ~::1. s passed t 0 Mr. R.D. H0skins at Fa rnham who 
pr ovi de d the f oll c.7i ng notes. ':V e; fool they may bo of interes t t o 
othars o..s ',1011 .:.s cu r c orrcspcndent so 'iio give them hero . 

Tra dit i onally, M~gnus Uo.ximus had f our c .hildren -- Vict cr, Con­
stantino, An t cny and S0vor,1, . 

Vict cr, tho old0st s en, accimpo.nicd his father t o Gaul whe n Ji1I.M. 
mado his ill-fated b id fe r tho title of ~mpcrcr of tho Wost, a nd 
wo.. s 1-illed -,-,ith him. c -·nst n.ntine ( of .l\.rfon) presumably succ oo dod t o 
his g r o..ndfn t hcn~ 1 s rctnk s. s Princ e of P mvys. From An t cny de sc e nded t he 
ruling h c,uso of tll G I sle of Man. Suv or a appe o..rs t o ho,vo m,J,rricd 
Vort igorn {a t th~t time a patty chiefta in i n Wal es ) at some l a t e r 
d '.1 t o C1,nd , thr ough h e r, Vortigcrn succ co ded Cons tantino 1;rh,.m the lat­
t o r cl j_ od , Th0rc h a. s boGn s omc suggestion thn, t Vortigcrn may have had 
a hand :i.n Cc,nst2.ntinc I s r cmcvnl from th e stage but, Wh,J, tovor tho 
truth of tlw,t EJO..Y bo , Ve: rtigorn did bec ome Pr 5- ncc of · P o-vrys, ov e rl ord 
of the British, and l oader of tho Col tic chioftains. 

At t his p e, int the st ory p2,ssos int o the more nuthentic light of 
r oc c· rcl cd histo17 thr oug h NcnnJ.u s 's Hi st ory nf tho Brit ons a nd tho 
Angl rj-Sn:xcn Chr onicl e . You kn 0\,· ,1.lro o,dy ::i,bout Vortigern' s introduct­
i c,n int o Br :L t o.in cf Hongi s t o,nd Horsa cmcl tho Sa:xcn rn e rcene1. ri cs , 



Qnd the s t c ry c f Rcwena. 
Vortigo rn ~nd So v e r n had, c orta inly , t h r oQ and, p oss ibly four 

s on s -- Vcrtimor, C2t t igorn , Pascont ~nd (?) Brittu . Obvi ous ly th~ 
fir s t t h ru.:; "t,c ro -,1:iTri :J r s t o 2, nnn o,nd 0i thcr f e lt s uch a strong 
r esen tmen t ~ t Vortigorn's trcntmont of their mot her, or f or osa,, t ho 
dange r ·.7hi ch t ho rnc rcono.ri0s hero bec .:: min0 t o the ir c ountry, for 
t hey a b a nd on0cl Vortigc rn Ri1d r aise d the Hr i t on s .'.lgainst tho So,]rons. 

Nonniu s r ecords th;.',t t hoy f ough t t hroe groat ba ttles against 
t he So.xons. In t ho s0c ond 1x :,.tt l e, a t Ay l es f c rd in Ke nt, b ot h Cat ti ­
gc rn and Horsa ~o r e slain (tho A.S.C. c orr ob or a t es Nonnius a t t his 
p cint) . The third b n. t t l o so.w the Sax cms driven int o tho I s l e of 
Thano t a nd Vor t im or h i mse lf died sh ortly aft e r t h is, probab l y fr om 
:.;, cunds r 0coi v ocl during tho c ampaign. Th o .surviving brother, Pn.sccnt, 
~pponrs t o h ~v o c on t inued thos truggl c when tho Saxons , r e inf orced 
f r orn h (;mo, b r oko out of Thnnot. A fin a l ba t tl o o. t Crayf ord in Kent 
resulted in t ho Brit ons being compl e t e ly defeated and l osing Kent 
f or 0vo r. Their f crtunas fr om then on wc ro at a l ow ebb until the 
ri se of Ambr osiu s 1\ure l i anus s t abilised tho si tuo.ti on. 

Th e r e is an a lleg oricci. l story in Nonnius of hew the l eader­
ship of t he Brit ons passed fr om Vortigorn t o Amb r osius b ec ause V. 
h B,d f orf oi t ,J d his auth ority t hr cu.gh boing the c auso of tho var bo­
t i:con th o Br itons and Sax c,ns. Vortigc rn died i n Wo.l os when h i s f or t 
u..-:1. s :)urned d own. 11.fto r 'Jort i go rn ' s death, I.An.:t.2.ri:i\ gav 0 V's old king­
dom :"Ln /3cu th iFfa l 0 s t c P asc c n t, n o d ,1ubt /J.S o. r m010.rd f or tho grco. t 
f igh t the. thro•J vo.li an t br ot hers h:1d made . Arthu r mo.y well have 
f e l l c•.•io d in thc;i r r c,l o -- Wi llia m Gf Ivlo.l m0sbu r y r cf er r o d t .c Arthur 
o.s 11 1\.rnbrosius's goncral. 11 

Thero i s s ome haziness ab out tho f ourth son Brittus. Ono trad­
iti on credits him v ith being ano t ho r s en of Seve r a. ii. stronger 
tr~di ti 0n mukos him t he r esult of a n incestu ous a ff ai r botwoen V. 
a nd o, daugh t er bu t this r;1.J.,y Tie ll h2.,vo been pG.rt of o. l ater smen.r 
c n.mp::dgn :::i.gainst V. ( or 0vcn Brit tus. ) i'J onnius qu ote:s ,'J. st ory about 
St. Gor manus ( of Auxc rro ) bl (_; ss ing tho c hild. 

The Pill~r _ of ~El i sog. Thi s old c a rved pilla r stands near tho 
r uins of the Valla Cruc i s Abbey in tho v a l e of Llangollon, Denbigh­
shire . An inscripti oi1 cut Gn tho shaf t, but cnly p o.. rtly l egib l e , 
may thr ow 8, l i. t. ti o furthe r light on this fc.mi1y. S omG aut hori t i os 
c cnsid c r it a f .:1.lrn . It ·r;o. s erected by ord e r cf Cyngcn, son o:f Cad-· 
e ll, the; l e,s t king c f tho c lcl l ine cf P oi.,,ys, in mornory of his g r oat 
-grandf a t he r Bli scg . S emo oxtrnc ts --

"This is t h.::i.. t Elisvg who j oined t oge t he r t he inhorito.nc o of 
P c>,rys -•- - ciut of the p o:i o r of the Angl e s wi t h h is su ord o..nd with 
firG. ;: 

11 '.['his is t ha t .Gy n0 ,.p \1ho c o..p turo d n i t h his ho.nd 1100 o.cros 
uhich used t o bcl c,ng t c• his lcingdom cf P cwys a nd ···- - Mone .. rchi am 
Maxi nmus Bri t a nni2.c •-- ·· Pase ont Mo,uc a nn a n ---" 

11Brittus, s c,n of V•)rtigc rn, uhc1m Gcrnmnus blcss c: d, and whom 
S uv Qr n. bore t a h im, daughter cf M'J,xirnus t he k ing, wh o k i lle d the 
king cf tl1 c Rorn o.ns. 11 
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No. 2 - Pe ndra;on Castle 

Ly F.S. Woodhe a d 

In Malory's 11Le L!orte d I Arthur 11 , the tale is told in the 
story nLa Cote Male Taile'; of how Sir Lancelot and Sir Breunor 
le Noyes came to Pendragon Castle. Of ho '17 they fought the Lord 
of the Castle, his defeat, and the subs equent handing over to 
Sir Breunor. In most of Malory's stories the location of the 
narrative is obscure. But in this case it seems uossi le to trace 
these happenings to an exact location. To a castle which exists 
non (albe i t in ruins) ; wh ich certainly existed at the time Mal ­
ory was writ i_ ng his epic, and which in all probability, although 
perhaps in another farm, existed during the time of the historic 
Arthur. 

In a remote part of Westmorla.i·id .there is a beautiful and un­
spoilt valley, the Dale of Mall~isiing. Several miles long it is 
bordered by hills rising to over 2000 feet, giving it a majestic 
grandeur such as only Lakeland can show. The road winds along the 
floor of the valley and is soon joined by the River Eden coming 
dow:n from those high fells. Together the two wend their way nor­
thward until they arrive at the ruins of Pendragon Castle. A 
small ca,s tle with a long history and even longer tradition, for 
if tradition is right, it was built on the foundations of what 
was once the -ho~- of Uther Pendragon, and as such has a claim on 
our attention. 

Le end ha~ that Uther Pendragon decided to build a castle 
in t~is secluded valley, probably as a retreat. He tried to build 
on a hill on the left bank of the Eden but owing to the fighting 
of two dragons (one white - one red) i mprisoned there by Merlin, 
each days 1Hork was destroyed during the night until at last he 
abandon ed his efforts and built on th e right bank opposite where 
he had to create a mound of sufficient height on which to build 
his castle. He then tried to divert the River Eden (see previous 
is sue F. M.) in order to form a moat but was unsuccessful. Some 
years l a ter the Saxons came and poisoned a well just outside the 
moat or ditch killing Uther and his retainers. The legend is well 
established in the district as a very old tradition. But what is 
astonishing is the similarity of wording to the stories told by 
Geoffrey of Monmouth. In Geoffrey's ttl{istory 11 , however, the 
drag ons arc transposed to Snowdon and Ki ng Vortigern, whilst the 
poisoned well story is transposed to St. Albans. It would seem 
therefore that Geoffrey took a northern tradition or possibly an 
actual occurrance in orde r to embroider his admittedly somewhat 
f anciful 11Historv of t he British Kings 11 • Nothing has been found 
to support his stories but at Mall erstang the re is a castle and 
~ -well in exa ctly th e· right positions to support the l egends. 

The pres ent castle i s believed to have be en built by William 



Rufus shortly af t 0r he took Carlisle i n 1092 and there is a 
very go od acc ount of its subsequent history in a book, 
11 Mallerstang a , A ii.fes t rnorland Dale, by Mary k. Thompson, M.A. to 
whom the writer i s indebted for much valuable information. It 
occupies an area of about l½ acres, having a Keep of some 64 ft. 
square and s tands on an art i.ficial mound whi ch is believed to be 
of earlier date than the present building~ Located within a few 
miles of Kirby Stephen, a delightful old-fashioned small country 
town almost on the doorstep of the Lake Dis trict, it is in the 
centre of an area which is completely unspoilt and dotted wi th 
ancient buildings and landmarks all telling thei r own s tories 
of a history going back into the Dark Ages and beyond. 

The castle is now in a ruined and rather dangerous condit­
i on, most of th e int e rior being filled with rubble whi ch is also 
piled up against the outside wal ls. The present owner acquired 
the property about four y ears ago and being a teen .stud ent of 
the Arthurian legends has the in ten ti on of cl earing avvay the 
rubbloj r ende ring the standing wal l s safe, and eventual l y to 
excavate below· the castl e to try and discover wha t truth lies 
behind the local tradition. There are sound technical reasons 
for believing such exc a vation may be interesting and r ewarding. 
~uch work has already be e n done but very much more remains t o 
be done and it is fe l t that p e rhaps a few Pendragons might be 
sufficiently inte r es ted to lend a hand with the c l earing during 
tho summe r months, if suitable arrange ments can be made. Excav­
a ting below the castle would need tho permission of the Minis try 
of Building and Works . Th o owne r, howe ve r, would we lcome any 
assistance i n the c l earing of the rubble and preparation of tho 
site for an offictal dig. Farmhouse accommodation and camping 
faciliti e s arc availabl e nearby. It might be mentioned, however, 
that at present, owing to the crumbling nature of tho ruins, 
th □ tenant farm e r occupying tho site tends to discourage casual 
visitors. Official ly a rranged visj_ts, however, would be we l com­
ed. 

Standing on t h is ancient mound contempl a ting the ruined walls 
against tho background of those towering and timeless hills, one 
sonses an air of mys t e ry which has nothing to do with the many 
ghos t stories attached to the place. One fo ols that here, if 
anywhere, lies a key which 'iJill open a door to a better under­
standing of the Arthurian l egends. Did Arthur's fath e r once live 
here ? If h e did, then many puzzlingf caturcs of tho Arthurian 
story would become c l ear and a little light would at last shine 
on the Dark Ages. 



.!I§NNIUJ' CITIES OF BRITAIN 

By R. D. Hoskins. 

By Pen and Ager, Coit a nd Cai r 
You lrnoi;-; the 1./es t crn men lived there --

As Nennius did !}Ot sing whe n he pinned his origina l li s t 
of 28 cities to hi s Historia. The very comprehens ive identi­
fic ati ons gi ven in a r ecen t issue of 'Pendragon' sh ow t hat 
someone r eali sed some of t he omissions and a dded five more -­
Cair Gu r e de, Me rdin, Ceri, Gl ou , Tein. May I add some comments 
and fur ther i dentific a tions which I hope will be of int er est? 

CAIR GUORTHIGERN . Assumed associated with Nennius' s t ory of 
Vortigorn. Cambrian Annals places it in the r egi on ca l­
led Gounnessi. Oirn n Rhosc amyl p l aced it in "Gi,-mnvrs in the 
l and of Ll eyn II whe re he says the name survives on the 
slopes of Yr Eifli, i. e . near Nant Gwrthoyrn where are 
believed to be the r emai ns of hi s f ort and the g r een 
mound under which hi s ashes a r e buried. 

CAI R Gm=>J;:~_p rT, a l so Probably the f ort of Kustenni n, (Const-
CUSTEINT 0 ntine ) and may t herefore have a Cornish 
location. For Caernarvon see Cair Segeint. 

CAI R GOURANEGON, a l so Caer Wrangon, probably Worc es t e r, but 
GUIRAGON t he Cae r wr angon near Pencarreg church 
in Carmarthenshire should not be overl ooked. 

CAIR SEGEINT Cacrsoint (Roman Segontium) at Cae rnarvon. 
C1UR GUINNIUS ? Gvre n t (Winches t e r) --Roman Vcnta Be l garurn . 

GUI NTRDI S May h old echoes of Cas t cllum Guinni on, one of 
a l so GUI NN TGUIC Nennius' Battles of Arthur. 
CAI R PERIS ? Cae r beri s on Rive r Irf on, one mile wes t of 

Builth in Brcc onshire. 
CAIR MENC IPIT a l so ? Al so Cae r gyb i ( St . Cybi of Holyhead). 

MI NC IP also Firs t syll ab le may have c onnecti ons 
MUNC IP uith Menai Straits . 

CAIR CAR 1°1.Tl\.UC From Ca r a doc . S0veral pl aces cf t his name. -­
Tvro in Shropshire, one in Dcnbyshi re, one in 
He r efordshire . 

CAIR BRITOC a l so 
J3RITHON 

Dumbart on ( fort of tho Briti sh ). Bri s tol 
was n ot Jmmm i n t hose days. 

CAIR MAUIGUID also 

CAIR 
Cli.IR 

CAIR 

IV!EN IGUID also ___ , __ _ 
MANCHGUID 
COLLUN 
GUORCON, also 
GURICON 
DRAITHON, a l so 
DR..:l.ITOU 

? l\/lan,.1ydd (man- small, g1i-:-ydd-wo od )-shrub. 
Shrevrnbury has bee n t on t a ti ve l y suggested. 
(A-S Scrobbosbyrig) 
Colcheste r . (A-S Colunc cas t er.) 
Caorvrryg on. Rom2,n Uric onium. ( Wroxc es t er.) 

Dindra ith ov of the Lif e of St. Caranmog, 
a l so Dintradui of Cor mac 's Gl ossary, "in 
the borL:1...,rG of t ho Ccrnish Britonsn. 



? Carhampton (Roma n Carrum) or ?Dundry, in 
Somerset. 

CAIR PENSAVELCOIN also 
PENSAUELCOI T 

CAIR URN1\.CH , a ls o 
URNd:i.C 

C1";.IR CELEMION 

CJi.IR LOI TCOI T 
LUYTCOYT 

a ls o 

"F ort a t t he head (Pon) of the 1Nood 
(c oit)ii. ? Ilchestor, but mor G like­
ly Pensoluood itse lf. 

? Dorchester (R cman Durn ova ri a ) . .F or 
Wr oxces tor sec Cair Guorc on. 
Ce l cmi on or Cel enion uas the name of 
the g r ea t -gr andmc thc r of Me rfyn, k ing 
of North Wal os . 
Caorl 1i7ydc oe d, Lichfi e ld. 

This ~as Nonnius' a ttempt t o identify the 28 Citi es of 
Britain qucted by Gi ldas in his Que rul ous Lott er. The r e are 
several surprising omi ss i ons suc h as Linc oln and Dover but 
these a nd tho list itself probab ly reflect a mor e parochial 
outl ook a nd the de cline in kncwl edge of t he parts of Britain 
over-run by t ho Saxons by A.D. 800 • 

. . . . . .. 
In tho l as t issue of 'Pendragon' there wo r e notes c onc e rn­

ing a u r oth br onze bell of possibly Pho 1ici an origin dredged 
fr om the sea near Trur o. A Cornish corresponden t has sent us 
t he f oll o~ing --

F our t housand y □ ars ngo Bo n oath c ove and Trcue t ho t Cut 
flanked th o r cuto up to the ridge used by a dventurers fr om t ho 
middl e oa,s t. Tho route rro.s up r ocl0J vall ey and what is now 
kn own a,.s St. Noctans Glen, a nd Ki evo with its ancient hermit­
age . To the cas t of t hi s r oute is King Arthur's Quoit and St. 
Pi r an' s vroll. Pi r an' s c ol ours a r o sil vor a nd black a s it was ho 
uh o t augh t the Cornish t c smelt the black tins t onc t o get the 
s ilvery ti n out of it. Tho ~J r ocess of drawing c opper out of the 
tinst ono ho.rdcned int c bronze ~as the secret of Arthur's suc­
cess ov □ r hi s opponents. Evidenc e of this br onze age civilis­
ation in thi s r ogi on i s f cund in the s J.o. t0 cas t iJD.ll of r oc ky 
vall ey. In t his ~a ll i s engr ave d TTith primitive instrume nts 
duplic a t o diagra,ms c,f t he maze t hat f orrncd t he daf enc e 11 alls 
c,f cmciont Tr oy. 

. 
0 • 0 

. 
•• 0 

Edi t or' s Not e. We u~uld ve ry much like t o enl arge and im­
prove ' Pendr agon ' but t his can only be d one if membe rs ~ill 
make a big cffcrt t o se nd in c ontribut ions. Dare v c hope t hat 
tho next i ssue Bill be a bumper numb er? 



l!_ET'.rER FROM NEW YORK 

This is e, brief reaction to the l968 11dig 11 at Cadbury, as 
seen through tho hybrid eyes of one who has lived for the past 
nine years in the U.S.A. (and who, living directly opposite to 
the United Nations, considers herself primarily an internation­
alist) yet for whom the Lion and the Unicorn passport is still 
the key to both sides of the Atlantic. 

For a li\Teek at the end of August, as a member of the Pendragon 
Society, I was a humble seller of postcards in the marquee atop 
the hill at South Cadbury. Maybe I could have been promoted to 
washing pots, but my not-so-young backside told me not to be 
ambitious and to stick to postcards. 

I was immensely impressed by the tenacity and dedication of 
the pot-washers and of the diggers, and indeed of all participat­
ing in the 11 dign. I was impressed by the infinate patience of the 
diggers where progress is measured in slow inches and whe re 
faith is surely needed when tho hard-won gains havi to be filled 
in again before the corning winter. I had crawled all over the 
site on a crisp November afternoon in 1966: now I saw it alive 
and laid bare. 

While realising the absolute necessity of archaeological 
proof before the site can be authentically claimed as Arthur's 
"Camel oV', I was all the time aware of the breathtaking impact 
such an authenticated discovery could have in Br.itain, and also 
in the whole cultural world. Great Britain knows tha t its role 
as a great mi litary, naval and colonial power has gone for good. 
But in a world that is rightly now beginning to eschew the force 
of arms and territorial gain through violence, ant where a re­
cord of having liberat e d millions to nationhood is now a greater 
merit than conquest, a renewed emphasis on Arthur and Camelot 
--and all that the l(nights of the Round Table stood for --could 
surely give to Britain a goal and a status and leadership in a 
role now spiritual rather than temporal. The tail of the Lion has 
been t wceked and grown tatty, but the Unicorn, the symbol of 
spiritual leadership, is as sprightly as ever. 

ThG true perennial values of life --- integrity, honour, ex­
cellence in all things; compassion, gentleness towa rds the weak, 
loyalty, re ason -- these values do not change with the nedessar­
ily changing customs of decade to decade and age to age. These 
were the values upheld by Arthur, his Kn i ghts and the Round 
Table. If, through the discoveries of archaeology and science, 
the 11 once Camelot 11 can be his torically proven and tho fact given 
wise leadership, Britain's youth and Britain's people could ass­
ume a new type of l eadership based on the intangibles of the 
human spirit and have a tremendous impact upon the youth and 
peoples of other lands. Arthur would, in a sense, have 11 comc 
: 1ack 11 at the time of Britain's and of the world I s greatest need 
and would have given to Britain a lodestar for her new and still 
higher role in world a ffairs. So, on towards the digs of 1969 
and 1970 l 



Q!.DBURX __ EXPENSE ACCOUNT 

In tho marquee at Cadbury, during the dig, PQ,ndragons were 
llling tho following itoms:-

Co.l tic jo11rnll ory; Post Cards: c epics af our Pendragon Maga­
_nc: ball point pens 1.ri th th0 words llSouth Cadbury Camelot 
{cavations" in scribod on thorn: illustrated 11 c ortificatos 11 

( to 
J siGl]ed and countc:r-signod on the spot ) saying that the buyer 
id a,ctually climb0d to tho top of King Arthur's Camelot: copies 
' 11Current Archa oologynon ,Jhich '!IC made a profit of 1/- on each 
Jpy: vast quantities of soft drinks, chocolates, biscuits and 
Jtato crisps. All these items had to be paid for. Wa also had to 
JV0r the: cost of transport to and from Dristol, also daily trans­
)Ort to and from Castle C2..ry for thr00 we eks. We had nineteen 
)mbors acting as 11 staffn 11ho 1,ore all paying their 01'm expenses 
Jr accommoda tion. Some worked for one weak, some for tvo and 
ron throe. To each of those we mado a small payment of £2 per 
rnk. 

Our total takings in the marquee amounted to £444. 4S. 5d. 
1cn all our bills had been paid we ·nere left with £10 in he,nd, 
1d a c onsidorable numb or of post cards and pens vrhich we shall 
:; able to use next year. 

;L
(' .s. d . . 

Bills ~-rn rc as f oll □-1:;s :--

Soft Drinks etc: 10;1, 1. 2. 
Jewellery 1 96. 1. 3. 
Iost Cards 12. 1 6. o. 
Certificates 2. 7. o. 
Printing of Magazine 7. 9. o. 
Current Arc he.tool ogy 40. 1 0. o. 
Pens 4. o. o. 
Trt:lnsp ort 15. o. o. 
11 Sta,ffH 53. o. o. 

""- '"•"".._ _ 

£434 4. 5. 
In Hand 10. o. o. 

£ 444. 4. 5. 

We shall be glad to rec eive now tho names and addresses of 
_l m1Jrnb 0rs -..rho will be willing to staff the marquee next summer. 
reryone who wants to do so gets an opportuntty to work part of 
10 time as a digger. 

"Ne shall probably be sending a. small group of diggers to 
:1,kc part in a private dig near Cadbury during the Easter holi­
iy. Part of a Roman villa was found on this site l ast year. If 
1yono would l i ke to join us for this, please write in and ue 
Lll send y ou particul~rs. 

Readers will sec that Major Woodhead is also appealing for 
Jluntears to go to Pendragon Castle. 

I 
J 


