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All c orresp on dence shc1ul d be o.,c1 c1rossoc1 t o: Ga rdon Fl '.:'., t, 
22 ~l ma Road , Cl ifton, Bri stol BS8 2BY. Le tt e rs nddrcsscd t o 
contribut ers will be p2,ss ed on . 

S.EE YOU l~T. c.-.DBURY 

Th o dig will s t o.. rt t h is y0::1r on July 5th '.'lnd •,,rill end on Aug. 
23rd, sev e n momen t ous ~co ks l n tcr. We shall n ot, t his y onr, bo nbl e 
t o supply en ,:,u gh m.'l.. rquco hc, l pors t o s ell pens, j owollcry, u tc. We 
shnll be h a ndling rofroshm0n t s, post c n rds o tc en bchnl f of tho 
Cc:1,me l 0t Ros oo,rch Cornmi tt c e 1Jnl y. Indeed , .'1. t t he time of u ri ting we 
require t 1ilo rn 0rc v •1 l un t oc.;rs. c .-,_,n .2ny m:J.n or boy s t ep in o.,nd he lp 
fe r tho \,roc k July 19th - 26th, or tho wee k Jul y 26th--;.ug. 2nd ? Vfo 
hnvc promi sed Mr. Alc oc k t wo hclpurs p e r TT□ ck . 

The Wes t G~t cTT~y is t o be given t op pri or ity . Lns t seas on's 
s i t o L, n co,r the m:i, rqucu, i s t o bo oJ~tondoc1 in the h ope of fin ding 
furth e r 0v i dcnco thC'.. t .. rill cl i nch the c1..i sc ov c ry of tho Big Hall. 
Sir Mortime r 1-Vh co l o r is v 0ry '.lnxi ous th::-. t wo shoul d l co.,rn more o,b out 
the cruciform church/sh~pc . Ce rta in a r a~s bot~ oen tho t op of the 
L :me _...."nd the: sumrni t, v hic h h o.,vo boon c ov cr0d by tho 11banj o 11 •wi ll be 
cxcavo.. t od if time a ll o~s . Mr. Alc ock woul d nl so ltko t o uncovur nn­
otl-!.1.; r st rip 11 00,r tho on1-.::- ti mo cn tro.,nc o on tho E~st side, 1:7hich hc.,s 
a ls o b co n go oph:.Ys\co.,lly t o st cd. Tho r e will bo pl unty of 1i10r k t o 
koop cvc.; r;yonc ful ly extended f or t ho seve n weeks . Le t' s h op o '.rn 
ge t t ho right SGrt of Tio~t her ! 

Di g;z..: rs 1:i ll n ot b o hcmsecl e1, t Chilt on C:::mtolo t his yoci,r, but in 
hut s o, t t h o f o ot of t he hi ll, spoci ::i.l ly cro c t ad . Food wi ll be s upp ­
li ed by the nRocl Li on 11 • Pend r :J.gon m:1rquce helpers will bo st :::.,ying in 
greo., t c omf ort ~ith Mrs. B~rt l c tt a t Man or Fnrm. 

Mo,ny of th0 ho.rd-rrorking Bristol mombo rs h ,.:-,v e n orrdepa,rtod t o 
v o,ri ous S u~1, ts of Lc:t r ning in other p::~rts of tho c ou n try ·:i,nd mu s t 
n ovif, p e rf orce , spond the ir h ol ht.7.,ys in s tudy, or earning money for 
o.,n ensuing t e r m. We o.. r o r e l ying on r ecruits t o t nku t ho ir pl :::.,c cs 
o,nd th \..,y c, r o r o,l lying u cll . 

Plo ~so t ~ke n c t o cf tho 1uting on J u n0 28th. If othe r member s 
with trnnsp ort, as voll as our il~mpshi rc mombo rs, c~n mee t us a t 
Roc kbour n0 the :mting i'!il l be c1 -::ubly h,.,_,ppy o..n cl. pr ofi t0.b l c. 

Rospons~ t o t ho Celti c F nir idea is s l ow nf coming but ~ c a rc 
wo r king en it. 

Vfo 1 ook f ) r ,J.. rd t o mooting .",11 our friends Cl.t CJ dbury. 



~!£:1::[ATIONS AT CATTLE HILL_, YARLI NG TOlh,_SOMERSET 

By Torry Staples. 

Subsequent t o a mooting vri th Mr. Pn.ul Hobhousc l as t 
Oct ober, the Society 1ms invited t o t o.kc p c,rt in tho 0xco.va ti on 
of a suspected Romo.n Vi ll a on his lnnd, under the direction of 
Mrs.C.M. Bonne t . 

Tho cxcC1.vation Hns c ornmoncod in the summer of 1968 af t er 
the accidon t nl discovery of a smnll nrca of mosaic floor the 
previous yo nr. By t he end of l ~s t summor a number of walls had 
been unc ovcrod, t og8 t hor Hi t h part of t ho riir},snic fl oar. It is 
t hought tha t t hose form tho ou t e r limit s of a Roman Vi lla, mos t 
of ,iliich hns sti ll t 0 be oxc~vntcd. 

We quickly C'..Ccopt od tho kind invitation and c1 gr oup of 10 
members s pent 4 days Qt Ea.stur u or L:ing on t ho si-&9-.Mos t of t his 
t ime ~a s spen t cl o~ning up t ho sides of tho trenches which had 

f all en-in t o somo ext ent during tho winter mon t hs. 
Tho si t o h r,,, s pr oc1uced t o d.'.:'..tc a c onsidor o,ble qucmti ty of 

po~~cry, ~bou t 15 Rorn nn coins, several nails and ot he r metal 
objects , a nd a number of perf or a t ed r oofi ng s l a tes. 

It is pr ·Jp osac1 t o c onti nue the 8xco,vo,tion t his yc.'.lr f or 
t\-j o ~;rocks frcim So,turcby 19th July to Su nc1 ci,y 3rd. August Yvhcn 
helpers and visit ors ~i ll be ve ry u elc omo . Accomodation can be 
0,rrangc d 1 C' C.'.llly and r,o ho,v0 been invi t od t o 11 rnuck in" with the 
Cc,dbu r y digge r s ·.7hcncvc r possible ---~-• ' .film sho"i·,s , l ec ture s, 
dances e tc . Also a visit t o Cadbury uill bo a rranged onc e a wee k 
t o vi e~ pr ogress of tho dig thorc. 

Wi ll Bnybody wishing t o tnke p.'.lrt in this Yarlington ex­
cavation plea se contnct hlrs. F oster as s oon a s possibl e. 

I n c l osing I ·,t culcl. like t o t hank th osc pe oplc Yvho vrn rkcd 
so hnrd over Ea s t er, Mr. Hobhouso a nd Mr s. Bonne t f or their help 
G>,nd hospi t al ity, o,nd o..l so th oso uh o helped \,ri th the transp art 
pr obl ems, 

NOTICE 
A VISIT TO THE E~~Cil.VATIONS AT ROC I<J30URNE, HANTS, HAS BEEN 

ARR/i.NGED F OR SATURD,lY, 28th, JUN1£, 19 69~ 
THIS I S Trrn SITE OF .,:d·T EXTENSIVB ROMAN VILLA AND IT I S FELT 

TI--Li.T THOSE 1.'lHO l~RE T,'i.KING P 1rnT I N THE C.11.TTLE HILL DIG WOULD 
BENEFI T FROM SEEI NG IT. 

WE .,'~RE HOPI NG TO RUH A MINI--BUS FROivI BRISTOL AND TH.it T OUR 
HAfJIPSHI RE !Vi3ff.BERS ·•n LL BE .lJ3LE TO MEET US THERE. 

N,,MES OF THOSE WHO WOULD LI Iill TO GO ON THIS OUTING SHOULD 
BE SENT TO MRS. F OSTER AS SOON il.S POSSIBLE. 



DIGGING FOR ARTHUR 

By F.S. Woodhead. 

According to tradition, tho grave of Arthur will never be 
found. As it is n ow some· fourteen hundred years after the prob­
able event, tho prophecy scorns likely t o be fulfilled. But that 
need not deter us from trying in new and hi thcrto unsu,spcctod 
places, and thoro is al 'days tho chance of finding other evidence 
which may throw light on th,J nark Ages. Many membe rs havo now had 
tho unique and s 2., tisfying oxporicnce of archaeological digging at 
Cadbury under tho vra tc hful and lea rned oye of Le sl ic Ale ock. 

It is beli oved that much i.s yet to bo di ;sc over8d at Cadbury. 
It is also corning to bo realized that tho ~dork of inexperienced 
diggers, h 01:rovor enthusias stic, may be s omothing of a liability. 
But hoYi does one gain at l east scmo experience in order to qualify 
fer acceptance at a professional dig? 

At least two sites off e r an opportunity to gain .some rudi­
mentary kn owledge; tho excavation at Yarlington and one at Pen­
dragon Castle in ,iostrn orland. To those with a taste for nroughing 
it" Pendrag on Castle is ideally situn. t e d. (Soc 'Pendragon' Vol.3 
No.3.) Tho sconory is superb and many interesting places arc with­
in reas onable distance by car. With the possession of an 11 old 
banger" and a tent tho frocd cm of tho great hill c 0untry is yours. 
For the slightly more sophisticated a c omfortable farmhouse is 
avail ablo. It is pr oposed to try and arrange a small camp of one 
wee k .1,t th0 end of July or beginning of August . . Facilities and 
arrangomonts for suporvj_si on will be organised l:Jy the 1Hrjitor who 
vill supply ~11 details to volunteers. 

Please: i,Jritc direct to: Major \,/Qodhoad, 68 Bramley Yfoy, 
Ashtoad, Surrey. 

Iv1J:i;1',IJ.3ER8 . WI-W _HAVE._ RECENTL:(_ _.:[QJNE] 

.Edna Woodbridge, 4 Earc wood, Atlantic College, Llantwit kajor, 
Glarn: 

Nan Donne, Fitts Cotta,go, .Stogurnber:, Nro Taunton, Somerset. 
Anrte Latimer, 1 Spade Oak Meadows, Bourne End, Bucks. 
Anno Crankshaw, 181 Earlstone Crescent, Cadbury Heath, Bristol. 
Stephen Lunnon, 20 Court Road, Old.land Common, Bristol. 
Nigel Taylor, 88 Bath H•Jad, Longwell Green, Bristcl. 
Chris Balsdon, 86 Earlstono Crescent, Cadbury Hoath 1 Bristol. 
Elizaboth C::crs on, 23 Latchrn oor Vfay, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 
Nool Lom□ r, 9 Lambt on R0Bd, Ottawa 2, Ontari o , Canada • . 
Roystcn L '.)VG, 44 St. Davi.d's Avenue, Cadbi1ry Ho ,J.,th, Bristol. 
EdwR-rd Boss, 345 E. rJic:durro,y Rd. IJlcI'Jiurro,y, P.A. 15317. U.S.A. 
Dougl a s Rossrnari, 365 Centenary Drive, Baton Rouge, L ouisiana 70808, 

U.S. A. 
Ronald M. Bonnett, 1321 David Drive, Metairie, Louisiana 70003. 

U.S.i\.. 
Philip Rasch, .405 Clyde Dr~, Jacksonville, N.C. 2854~ U.S.A. 



DIGGING FOR ARTHUR 

By F.S. Woodhead. 

According to tra diti on, the g r a v e of Arthur will n ove r be 
f ound. As it is n ou s om~ f ourteen hun dr e d y ears aft e r the pr ob­
a bl e e v e nt, the pr ophe cy s c orn s likely t o be fulfill ed . But tha t 
n e ed n ot de t e r us fr om tryi ng in n ew and hithert o unsus pe cted 
pl a ces, and the re is a l 'days tho cha nc e of fin ding othe r evide nc e 
vrhich may thr ow light on tho :Jark Ages . Many membe rs h a ve nov1 h a d 
the uniqu e and s r.. tisfying oxpori c nc e of a rchaeol ogic a l digging a t 
Ca dbury und e r tho \ra tc hful a nd l earned ey e of Loslio Alc ock. 

It i s beli e v e d tha t much i s y e t t o be di s c 0v e r e d a t Ca dbury. 
It i s a ls o c oming t o bo r eal i ze d tha t t he ~,rnrk of ine xperi enc e d 
di gge rs, h 0 1:rov c r onthu s i as stic, may b e some t h ing of a l i ability. 
But h oYr d ocs on o gain a t l eas t s cmo cxpo ri onc c in orde r to qua lify 
f or a cc epta nc e a t a p r of ossionQl dig? 

At l eas t t wo s it es of f or an opportunity t o ga in some rudi ­
men t a ry kno~l odge ; tho excavati on at Ya rling t on an d on e a t Pen­
dragon Ca stle in Vlo stmorland. To th os e with a t as t e f or 11 r oughing 
it II Pe ndragon Ca s tl o i s i deally si tun. t c d. { Seo 'Pen dr a g on ' Vol. 3 
No.3.) The s cene ry is s upe r b a nd many inte r 0sting plac e s arc with­
in r eas ona1)l o di s t o.n c o by c a r. With the p ossessi on cf a n "old 
b angu r i1 and a t ent tho froc d c. m of tho great hill c -::mntry is y ours. 
F or the slightly m or 0 s ophi s ticn t od a c omf or t able f a rmhou s c is 
a v a ilablo. It is pr op os e d t o try a nd nrra nge a small c a mp of one 
ucok .'1 t tho e nd of July or beginning of Augu s t. Facili ti c s a nd 
a rrangornonts f or s up c rvisi cn will be or ganis e d py the 1Hr i- t or wh o 
•u ill s upply a ll de t a ils t o v oluntoors. 

Pl ease ;,1rito diroct t o : Mo.. j or ·~io odhoad, 68 Braml ey Wo..y, 
Asht oad, Surrey. 

Ii/iE1'!filER8 WH O HAVE RECENTLY JOI NED --- -----·--------·- ... ... ___________ ...,,...,, __ 
_ Edna Woodbri dge , 4 ~arc wood, Atlantic Coll ege , Ll a ntwit ka j or, 

Gl arn : · 
Nan Donne , fitts Cotto.gG, Stogurnb ur, Nr. Taunt on, Somerset • 
. l~nn o La time r, · l Sp a de Oa k Ivicad o'iJS, Bourne End, Bucks. 
Ann e Cranks ha1;7 , 181 Earl stonc Cresc ent, Ca dbury Heath, Brist ol. 
S t eph en Lunn on, 20 Court Road, Oldla n d Common , Brist ol. 
Ni ge l Tayl or , 8 8 Ba t h R•)ad, L anguell Groen, Brist cl. 
Ch ris Balsd on, 86 :;:J;a rlst cnc Cresc ent, Ca dbury I-loath, Brist ol. 
Eli zabe th C2.. rs on, 23 Latchm oor day, Ge rra rds Cr oss, Hucks. 
Nou l L omo r , 9 Lamb t on R02.d, Otto,•Ja 2 , Ont 2.ri o , Ca na d a . 
Roys t cn L '.;v c , 44 St. Da vi.d's Avenue , Ca dbury Hco., t h , Brist ol. 
Edw:9, rd Dos s, 345 E. Mc ;,Jurro,y Rd. Mc l'Jlurro,y, P. A. 15317 . U.S.A. 
Dou gl a s Ros sma~, 365 Ce nte n a ry Drive, Bat on Rouge, L ouisia na 70808, 

U.S. A. 
Ronald M. Bonne tt, 1321 Da vid Drive , Me t ai ri e , Louisi a na 70003. 

U.S. A. 

Philip Ra sch,· 405 Clyde Dr ~ , Jacksonville , N.C. 2854~ U.S.A. 



FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT§.:--

From: Edward Boss, 345 E. McMurray Road, McMurray, Pa.15317 
U. s. A. 

Dear Fellow Pendragons: 
Mrs. Foster recently honored me by permitting me to Join your 

(our) very worthuhile, 11Live-Wire 11 (active) organization. Since 
it's doubtful that I'll ever mee t many of you personally, I'd like 
to introduce myself to you via this letter. 

As long as neither time nor money (the latter is th~ real 
problem!) permit me to come over there and help you in your val­
uable work, I mus t, of course, be an 11arrnchairn archae ol ogi st. 
Because I'm new to Engl and's history and prehistory, I will prob­
ab ly need more help than I can give. Still, I hope to be of some 
service to my Fellow Pendragons. Perhaps the only meaningful way 
that I can contribute is by an exchange of ideas, either by dir­
ect correspondence wi th individual members or via our good news­
l et t er. I wel come letters from any of you; repli es are usually 
promp t. I 1 11 be 1 ooking for other way s to help and will appreci­
ate suggestions. 

My 1 ovely wife Evelyn, our little girl Ann Leslie and I have 
our own home here in rural ~ashington County in South Wes tern 
Pennsylvania. Ann is seven, in t he Firs t Grade in school and has 
more 11 b oyfriends n t han her daddy can keep track- of ! I'm an em­
ployee of the Dravo Corp., supplying concrete in the Greater 
Pittsburg a rea. 

l✓Iy archaeol ogical experience is varied, though modest; most 
of it has ½een in surface surveys and excavations conducted by 
Allegheny Chapter 1/:;/l, S.P.A. in association wi t h the Sections of 
Man of the Carnegie r✓iuseum in Pittsburg. As an amateur, I've had 
some exiJerionce in editing and publishing newsletters such as 
SP AAC SPEAKS, a Chap t or publication in the P. I. A. NEV!SL}'~TTZR. My 
"Bibliography of Archaeological Periodicals" (U.S., Cana·da and 
i,je:xico), published in 1964 is hopelessly out-of-date and fortun -­
ately, a l so out-of-print! Since it is llono of a kinc1 11 , I do 
supply Xe rox copi es at cost plus postage. 

I'm particularly anxious to contact anyone with a good 
"working kn oTTl edge n of the Tj_dvrorth, Han ts. a r ea in helping me 
1 ocato and identify "my 11 hillf ort -- one that I saw while a 
guest in you r beautiful country during the vrar . Sincerely, 

Edward Doss. 

From: Noel Lame r, 9 Larnb ton Road, Ottawa 2, Ontario, Canada, to 
·whom 1. _; e sent some li t orature .... 
..... Wi th this mode l in mind I hope to begin soon direct field 
ob serva ti ons of Indian Mounds in Canada. So far, Preliminary 
readings have shorm a fc.· • startling observations. First, there 
are several thousand of these mounds across Horth America, and 
one study noted that a largo majority of the mounds are magnet-



-ically oriented, and further, that several mounds, when excavated, 
disclosed Negro skeletons. 111ii.:: was for Indian mounds dating from 
approximately 300 A.D. Unfortunately, as is often the case, the 
people doing the excavations had very li ttJo i,1ea of the implicat­
ion of these mounds. 30th facts I have just mentioned were simply 
noted in passing, and then ignored. These archaeologists (from the 
Unive rsity of Washington at Seattle) vcrc more interested in find­
ing little bits of flint. Whatever significance these mounds may 
have had as markers has been oblite rated because j_n the process of 
excavation all of tho mounds investigated in this study were com­
pletely destroyed, levelled without a trace. 

HowcvGr, the re are of course many mounds which are large earth­
works whose size and s hape would make anyone hesitate before rush­
ing headlong to destroy thorn. In particular, the re is a huge ser­
pent mound near Rice Lake, in Southern Ontario. Other investigat­
ors have shown the uxistcnce of mounds like the Ohio Val ley Sur­
pent which resembles in some ways the shape of tho original Avebury 
complex, as reproduced by Rev. Stukelcy. 

As you sec, my studies are only beginning, and I TTill certainly 
keep you and other members of the Pendragon Society informed of 
any dcvcloprnonts. Your ,Soci e ty is to me a model of ingenuity and 
perseverance and I rrnuld very much like to continue rccej_ving your 
publication. Therefore, yes, I rrould like to become a 11Pendragonn. 
. . . . . Noel L om or. 

From: Dr. Douglas A. Rossman, 365 Centenary Drive, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70808, U.S.A . 

. . . . . . I would have v: ri t ton sooner, but my uni vcrsi ty had five days 
vacation over ~aster and I t6ok my family (Wife, son 7½, and 
daughter 5) on a camping trip to some fairly wild country in tho 
cantor of this state. We had a jolly time hiking and collecting 
cra~rly critters such as snakcst salamanders, centipedes, and even 
a tarantula •·- such bchavi or on our part partially roflec ts rny job, 
1.7hich is that of a professor of zoology at Louisiana State Univer-
sity. • 

I am impressed with the aims of the Pendragon Society and with 
npondragon 11 ; I found the articles in the latter of c onsidorable 
1ntc rost ..... 

Woul d it be possible to purchase one of the tllustrated 
guides to Arthurian Britain uhich uc re sold at the 1967 Bath Festi­
val ? •.... My -1:ifo and I expect to visi_ t Bngland in the summer of 
1970, and I am much looking fori;;a,rd to visi.ting Cadbury and other 
sites associated ~:-ri th the legend --and, hopefully, meeting somG of 
the Pcnclrag ons. 

Cordially, Doug Rossman. 

·Edit or's note: \fo trust Dr. Rossman ui.11 not be carn;ing a 
few spare tarantulas · in his pockets when he comes to Cadbury: we 
have our ovm problems ! Can any of our ;3ath members track dovm a 



copy of tho 1967 Arthurian Guide for Dr . Rossman? Nei ther Bowes 
and Bowes, nor the Festival Commi ttee can f ind one for us . Or is 
there a member somewhere who has a copy that he/ she is now 'Hilling 
to pass on ? 

From: Dierdre Concannon, 2 Vernon Gardens, Brigh t on, Sussex. 

I don' t t hink that I rrrote t o say hmv very good the l atest 
1:Pendragonn was .... I thought tha t t he sec ti on about St . Noctan's 
Gl e n and St. Piran's Well uo rc particul arl y interesting. It only 
seems t o show hovt c onfused fol k memory can be somotimos, and how 
clear it can boat others. King Arthur, whateve r hG was histori­
cally , seems t o be a mix up of a ll sor t s of ideas. 

Ro t hcP~c ~nic1hns~. Ncctan and metal mining in De v on and Corn­
wall , and a ls o the troy tmm maze, y ou may remembe r my talking 
abou t it to Mr. Russell l as t summer. I vi ll r e-qu ot e uhat I said 
jus t in case some bits a rc inte r es ting i n c onnection with the 
Grail Legends or t ho J r onze J:,,ge, or what have you:~-

I have an aunt uh o lives a t Hartl and Poin t which is kno~m as 
t he earliest named place in England. It was known as Hercul es 
promontory to Pt olemy, and i t is t hough t t hat since t he Y:.1~v:n.i-:c­
ians called the i r god Baal by t he name of Hercul es a t times, t his 
could have been a r 11 , :.-i_c:i;c'1.tll landing p l ace, and p oss tbly t ho loc a l 
r 0ligi on i.-m s similar to tho }';} ~ - _., lc.:J> .. n one. 

I n early ttrnes tho re i_;ra.,s a series of boac ons, Embury, 1.·Tin::w. ry 
and Hart l and ending in vast earthwor L: s Lnmm as Cl ovally Dykes. 
Embury Beac on ( whi ch is on my unc l e' s l a nd) i s fast falling into 
tho sea . Hartland was knoGkcd down into t ho sea by t ho Victorians 
t o bui l d tho light house ..... Not much is ~r~10un abou t the Dykes. 
They used to be called !!Rorna n 11 because they uc r e big but they a r c 
n c,.r c onsidcrcd much earl ie r .... P .-.niphl c ts I have r ead on t he area 
arc: 11Farthcs t F r om t he Rai l uays", Pe a rse Chope, B.A. 1/3 or 

1/6 by post. 
nHar tland: Coast & Qu ayn, (1/6 or 1/9 by pos t) 
,rJhc Lif o of S t . Noc tan" ( transl a t od from a manuscript in t he 
J.Juctl} Lib r ary at Go t ha ) Rev. G.H. Dobl e, D.D. . 
They c,;.n all be ob t ained from Tho Rev. Andrew H. J ones, Hartland 
Vicarage . Devon . 
The best' br:; ok about Hartl :,nd i s a unique nork by R. Pca~sc C~o~e, 

B A " 1 - 1 , ·- s g r eat detail about tho whole area. I don t tlnnt 
• o '1 1lC 1 !18,: ( ) 

any area has 3 -vo r boon s o wGll d ocumented or so they say • It is 
callod nTho Boo)( of Hartland;1 and it used t o bo 6/6 (postage ex­
tra ) fr om thG sc:,.~rne Vico .. r ••• • 

I c2..n, t rcme 1~bor if I so.,id, l as t time I \rrote, that Rod is a t 
the momen t rrorldn6 on th e b cncs of 118 very early Saxons. They 
c omo from a si to c .~~.,ll od Rookory H:Lll near Hc1,-rho.ven. Of c ourse tho 
dig hasn't go~ far .enough yet f or any real conclusi?ns to be 
dra,,;;:,rn, but the Ba:xon .s could well have bee n norcono..ries called in 
by t he Hornans ... All. r can say is that tho site is so windsvrept 
and c old that thG Saxons must hav e been qui t e mad t o live t here. 



ANYONE FOR KNITTING -- ? 

In connection Tiith our suggestion for a C8ltic Fair wo hav e 
sent out 100 circuler lette rs. One r eply has c ome fr om 1rt Nccdlc­
TI0rk Industries Ltd:, Ship Stroot, Oxf ord. The dire ct or, Mr. Heinz 
E. Kicwo, h a s kindly sent us a beautifully pr oduced book, profusely 
illus tra ted, ~hich he has ,,ritton. The price is £1.6.0. or S3, 99. 
and its titl e is: 

THE S.ii.CRED HI STORY~ OF KNI'i'TING 

This 1;':o.s r 0vi o":1c;d in "Oxf ordshirc Life nnd Countrysidc 11 in 
Sept/Oct 1968 by Anne JC1.rncs •,rh o Y1r otc: 

Mr. Hcinz Ki c,·-;o of O:xf ord, the nooc1lci;:ork a nd crnb r oidc ry uxport 
of world-wide r o9ute, h o,ss r ocently published n f asc ina ting b ock on­
titl e d The Sacred Hi s t ory of Kni tting ,,7hich r ovo nls that, c ontra ry 
to the p opul ,'.1.. r belief tha t knitting nrigino. tud in th0 14th c en tury, 
it, in f act, wont back t o Coptic and p r oba bly biblical times. 

Mr. Kio-rro ... sh o·,; s in t is b '.)ok: h ow tho whe el h r-ts turne d full cir­
cle and how t 8-day I s k:ni ttcd shift f oll c1,rs the design of tho s a ck of 
penitence of biblic a l days. As tho auth or is a t pa ins t o point out, 
the early hist ory of Jr- - • 1:\ :~;_ng1;,'as unkn oY;n because, unlike pott0ry 
which can be excava t e d in mint c onditi nn, w0ol dotcri or a t os with 
grea t age ..... Many fascinating snippe ts 0f inf orma ti on a r c r e veal e d 
in this inte r e sting b ook. F or instance, tho Tiord 'knitting ' de rives 
from the old Saxon cny.1.1£:.D a nd is i tse;lf dori v c d fr cm .£.!}_2 tta, tho 
intc r wini ng pc,rts of ono or m0rc r op e s fa rming a knot ...... . 

Mr. Kic ,1e's researche s began by his int0r os t in sculptures in 
Nor man churches. Ho h a d been excite d by t he g·nomc-likc heads in 
Iffl ey Church, O:xf ord and in Re a ding /Lb bey -- ~ a,ppa r on tly nearing 
kni ttu1 caps, an d 1.vh on a t this p cint he wo.s asked if ho h a d soon the 
sculpturos~in the church a t Kilpcck in He r ef ordshire in which the 
figur e s l ock e d a s if they ~1o r o wearing Ar an knitting, h e wont the r e 
post-ha,s to and id0ntifiod s omo of tho figure s on tho south d oor a s 
wearing hc.nd-kni tt c d s i;roa t c rs in Ch ev r on stitch rib ...... l\.ft·cr much 
rese arch h e fol t tho:t he might h nyo disc ov c r od the lmi ttcd app a r e l 
us od by the Col ts of tho Dci, rk: .Age s f or ho came t o tho c C'nclusi on 
tha t tho f i gu r e s in tho N0 rman sculptur0s ~u r e n ot Nonman a t a ll 
but wo r e the work of No rmo..n sculp.t ors who a ls 0 employed Welsh stone­
me,s ons • and they h o..d p ortrr1,yc d the po opl c of i'lrchcnfi c ld o..nd whe., t they 
v.ro r e in the 12th c en tury r:i,nd pr8bc,bly in tho Da rk Ages. 

In his b 0ok Mr. Ki0no de v ot es a chap t e r t o tho :tr an p a tt e rns 
of knitting and g ives their names: 

Tho Troe c·f Lif c .... The Lctdd or of Lif e ( J a e ob I s Dream of tho 
La dder of Hcavon ..... Tha Trellis .... Tho Trinity Stitch .... Thc 
Lism or e Cabl e ( a s on tho f c1m ous Bish 0:p' s Cr ozi e r 1f l\:Ion0 s t c ry of 
Lism or e, Ire l and .. . . Thc Missa l Stitch. 

Ho a ls o gives a h i s t cry of the ,'i.r a n p n ttorns as he tra c ed thorn 
"T o thu Isl e of .. • .. r an, u o l earn -- o. t the end cf the 5th c cr: tury 

--- the old sea- r oute t o Wustorn France nnd the Mcditc rrnncan the 



route of the ~in0 trade rcmainod npen in some degree in spite of 
tho Barbarians and it seams most likely thn t there ~o ro direct con­
t a cts butwee n Irolnnd and Egypt wh or e t ho Ccpts, tho Christian 
J a c cb itos of Egypt, wov e th\Jir f o.mous int0rlC1.c c tapestries in ab­
stiact desi gn ~s tho Holy Law of tho Dibl o comma nded. We then hoar 
th C1. t 11 Y'ith t ho r eturn of St. Endet fr om Cr.1,ndido. Casa (Whithorn in 
Ga ll oYray, Sc otl n.nd) 11h 0ro th0r c was monasticism of tho Egyptian 
typo , thoro wa s f oundod o., m on 2-story on tho 1·.ran Isl e s vrhc r o he and 
his c omp 0nions f oll o·.10 d a rule of gro:i.t sovority, and 1,7ho re a rev­
oluti on in tho cho..ract o r of tho Iri sh Church b0gan. 

Th0 b0ginning of civiliznti cn of craft on the islands ~as than 
in tho hands of tho monks -i.rho b r ought ':ri th thorn t o tho North, p a t­
t e rns of thG Coptic designs, ~:ri th Yrhich thuy cron ted f orma.l ab­
stra ct interl a ce pntterns in their illuminated Bibles, Missals, 
Cr osse s, Cr oziers ( Bish ops' staffs) and c a rved stone cr os s e s ...... 11 

Mr. Kic::Hc qu otas a n other o.u t h0r, Gln,dys Th ompson, -vrho u r oto • 
h e r oT.~m b·)ok o.,bcut Guernsey and Jersey patterns, nnd s ays: "She 'ims 
lucky and wise t o visit t he Isl e s of .i,ro,n in th0 fifti es . I find 
on0 r eport v e ry oxci ting i-vhc ro s ho gi v os o.n a ce ount of ,~rn,n 1100..v­
ing: 'The Island wome n spin thei r oun wool ; they a ls o weave a type 
of belt uorn by the islanders cmd CQll od ct ££1!,_E_. It is wov en ove r 
the f oot, in v a ry bright c ol nurs a nd most nt tractive p n tt orn.' 

Finn,l. quo to fr cm Mr. }Cicwo ' o b .Jck : ,;I gi vc .:.1, gl os sary fr om 
the GQ0lic English dicti onQry on the ~ord CRIOS pron ou nced Kross ... 
. . g irdl o , boJ.t, strap , t he ·m:\.ist; gi rd bolt. 

Cri~sndi ~r ... Ba lt-mukor Cri osd, pron. krosscd 
Cri osdschd, Christianity Chris t our Saviour. 
Cri 0sdnil, Chri s ti~n-liko Cri oslach, gird, bind. 
Cri os-muinel, neckl a c e Crios Naimhe, the 

zodiac. 
If y cu '.:'.. ro u e-.:,,ring o.n 1,r :::i,n S "i:'"C/J. t or y ou ,,;rill bo 

t l t , si· g ·,11· f1· c,• .. nce c. f th •' s·ti· tchos and p:tttc rn int1Jrcs t od o 01o'J J'l(; - · ~ 

j • 1 s titch r e v e r sed on c..l t o rn:ttc r oHs s:yrnb olic Di"..monc.1. 1. sing c m0ss 
--:i f ·Jo o.,l th. 

Z. _z,,P' v_.ni t sti t chos moved di 'lgon."..lly o,cr oss n pu11l pn,no l ~ to _::!;E~• -
repre sent the t ~ts ting cliff p a ths nl ong the sh ore. 

Double Zig.::_~. Ji.ls o h10-..'!n ::i.s Mo,rri .:'.gc Linos. 
C:1blcs. To r cpr0se n t fishc.,r rnen ' s . r op es. ... " 
Tr~--of Life . Signifies l ong lif u o..nd strcng s ,; 11s t o ~ :,rry on. 
Th L . "·lc r .,f Life. MC'..n, s ...;Ctrthly cli mb t o otc rnC'..l h.'.J.ppiness. 
Th~ T;~~lis~::..-A~-intrico:tc p0,ttC;;rn. If o, fish c r mn.n ~-: ·'1S d. r r:i-r,m~d ~c 

• could be roe c,rmi s 0 c1 lJy tho inc.Li vi clu-1.l p n t ·earn en his J ~rs~3' 
Honc..x c or:1b . L ocks li ke its nnrnc. HJ.rd uo rlc cf Cl busy bee, ::t

n d n JUS 

r c7r.'J. rc1. , . 9 
S S·t· tch L cv ~r•s Sp ~on -- L ev e r's P~~ torn. p oon i • • 0 

-- • • . 1 r fr cm throe " 
Trinity Stitch. ivi.'J.de by ma.king 1•thrce, fr om cnG o.nc ~n° 

.'.J.Cr 0s s t he panel. 



BOOKWORM'S PROGRESS No.l 
By Chris Turn.er. 

In 1839, the Rev. W. Pholp s caused t o bo published, apparently 
at his mm expense, a l o,rgc t wo-v olume work ,,7h o:s c full titlo runs 
t o no los s than forty t wo wo rds in eight different typo-fac os , but 
is nm,r c cmvcni cntly kn orm as 0 Hist ory and Antiquities of Somcr:sut­
shir0 11

• It is ·,.1011 illustr3, t cd by many fine i.mgro.vings, not only 
cf genoro.l vi c-,rn but als o of gr ound pl cms of c a th0dra ls, Roman 
bc,ths and villa s, a nd several maps. The r ep orting i s painstnking, 
but not tedious, and pr ovides tho student of pro-Victorian 
Somerset with a pleasing cmd dcto.il0d c ommenta ry , the section on 
a rchaeol ogy and anci ent hist ory of t ho county b eing particularly 
illumina ting as t ho author obvi ously had access t o many ant i que 
d ocurnomts ~-rhich have since bec ome alm os t irretrievably buri ud 
under many t ons of pape r in the cours e of tho past hundred years 
or so. 

Tho au th or mention-s several p oin ts of particular int ere s t t o 
Pendr agons, s ornc of which arc se t out bol ow in as full a f n,shi on 
as space all o-;-rs. 

Tho only diroct reference t o Arthur is t aken fr om the a cc ount 
of Spead (presumably J ohn Speed, t ho Tud or hist oricm and 
c a rtographer) and porhaps sheds s orno light on Mo.lory's appa r0ntly 
ludicrous t a lo cf an oxp oditi on against Rome . 

".Ab out t he y ear 470, acc ording t () SpeGd, thor c 'i7as a 
provincial Synod held in Britain, f or r0st oring the primitive 
uorship, o.nd repairing tho dilapida t ed ecclesia stical buildings. 
Thi s i s supposed t o have bee n held und er the direction of 
./rnrolius 1·:..mb r osius: up on ;,1h os e denth his br ot he r Uthcr Pendragon 
succ eeded. 

Uth e: r married Igorma, daught e r cf Gl or ois Duke of Cornwall,. 
and had issuo ,:'.rthur, who succeeded him .i·l.D. 516. This princo was 
only fift een y ears of ago, when he rec e ived tho crown f rom 
Dubri tius Archbishop of Cac rloon, 1,1ho with his suffragans nnd 
n oblos had ol ova t od him to the thr one. Ho was a fri end to t ho 
Christians and r ebui lt their churches. In 536, Arthur, wishing 
t o extend his c onquests into Qa,ul, embarked f or that country, 
l eaving his Que en and kingd om t o t he c a r o of Mordred, his nephew. 
This r el a tive, abusing t he c onfidence thus rep ose d in him by his 
uncle, assumed tho r ogo,l :f? owcr, and oven usurped tho authority 
over t he kingdom. Arthur, ho o.ring of tho perfidy of his r el ative, 
r e turne d t o Bri t c:,in , and l c.,ndod ·1, t Srrnd•:rt ch in Xon t .:vhorc he was 
opp osed by Uordrcd. ( Was Speed ign 0r ant of the f Qct that t his was 
Se.xon t erri t cry ? C. T.) ;,.f t c: r sovor o.l bnttlos f ought ui th t his 
trni t or, his rebel a r my ,,as dcf c8.. t od n t Cambl cm ( supposed t o bo 
Camn,l e t in Somorso t shirc (q. v. bo l o\1. C. T.) whe r e Arthur slcm his 
p urfidi ou .s nephew with his o"im s word. This vict ory wns purchased 
Hith his life; f or, having r oc uived a grievous wound during t ho 
conflict, he -:ms irnmodio..tcly c e,rri od t o Gl as t onbury, i,ht3 r o he soon 
o..ft or died , ,"J.nd was buried in tho J'1bbcy church, ( .~. D. 541. 11 (pp4-6/ 4 7) 



The sec tion on Cadbury starts off encouragingly with: 
"Cadbury Ca mp, anciently called Camalet, is an inte resting ves­
t ige of antiquity ... 0 but goes on to tell us no more than we a l ­
re a dy know about t he size and general configuration of the hill. 
However, the first recorded mention of S. CBdbury as being 
Arthur' s Camelot, in Leland' s Itine r ary , is given in full. 

Tho se of us who hold the t heory that t he milita ry centre of 
Camelot was but a corruption of t ho name of tho Roman rnil i t a ry 
centre of Came l odunum ~1 111 be interested in the Rav. Phe lp's 
notes on the name. He maintains that there were , in fact, t wo 
Camalodunums ( as t here ue re two Iscas and Ve ntas). The fi r st one 
·. ,as o, t Carne rt on, recorded in the Domesday l3 oak as Ce,me rl o., ton\3, 
-.7hich ·.ro..s aband oned o.,f t or the cans ol idati on of the Wes t and re­
esto,bli shad a t Colcheste r. His reo,soning is based not only on the 
simil o,ri ty of the names , but the implied ge □graphical p osi tj_ on. 
The broakd own of the name Camalodunum is shown quite .sa ti sf act -­
orily to mean 'high encl osure surrounded by streams'. Such a des­
criptive title c oul d be oo.si ly appli ed to any pl ace fitting t he 
bill, and the prac ti ce of using repetitive pl ace names indicat­
ing t he salient f o::i,ture ( s) of the a r ea i s clearly sh01,m in the 
l arge number of Fords, Bart ons , Bottoms etc tha t abound on any 
one-inch O. S. map. Coul d Lel and 1 s Camallnto be t he r efor e but o, 

corruption of t he loc a l descrip tiv0 titl e of the hill, which in 
turn ~as fi lched a t the t ime from the t hen more magnificent 
Camalodunum/Camcrton? The name u ould have been in use fo r more 
t ho,n 30 0 years bof or e Arthur took Cadbury for his mm , 2,nd t he re 
~ oul d have been no reo.son to cha nge t he name from t ho alreo,dy 
ostQbli shed Cam~lod(unum). 

A quote from Po.ge 126 rn.J,y inte r es t the Penclr.:::,gons who have 
seen the stone s~rc ophagus se t in tho churc hynrd wall o, t Yo.rl­
ington . nst ono c offins uorc o.,lso u sed , gcnc::rally heYm out of o, 
singl e block, of 3, sh2.pc and si zo j u s t t o c on to.in the body, with 
~ space for the ho ~d . These ue r o introduced during t hu thirteenth 
c entury , and -,-.'ere chiefly appropri a t ed to c onto,in tho morta l re­
mains of Bishops an d ot her dignified occlias tics; they wo r e gen­
erally seen i n cathcdro.ls, 3,bbeys or r eligious hous e:s . In tho 
subsequent century, the f ou rteenth, c offins mo,do of l c.:td -we r e 
used .... 11 

Fino,lly, just o, note thnt this book ~as ob t ninod from a 
l ocal J. ibro.,ry; yet anothe r r orni ndc r thnt t he -r_ro,y is open f or 
pro,c t icRl o.,nd fruitful r cscetrch even in tho do.rk, damp do,ys of 
nin t or i:-rhi.ch prccludG o,ctivo fi ul d ":!'Jr l.:: . 



~ '~1'.Q-.lfilL!\.N.D OTHl!lR ~EAR 

By the Edit 0r. 

The P end r agon S oci e ty ~o.,s f oun d crt in Winches t e r by Ge offr ey 
Ashe a nd E'.. g r oup of ::i.dul ts intorostccl in D-'.lrk r~gc r cseo,rch. Th.0 
fir s t Task F ~rce, h o~o v or, c onsist ed chi efly of c hi l d ren and 
t oenngcrs dr~wn fr om neighbouri ng vill a.gas . We r onmcd t he South 
Do~ns h opefully in search of ov e r g r own monumen ts, l os t g r a ves 2nd 
f or g ott e n b n ttl cfi ol c1s . Som0timcs 'rn "._re nt on c oo.ch t l,l.lrS t •) p l a c es 
suc h u s Gl ns t onbury, ~nd t o vi s it mu seums where there wore un de r­
s t an ding ~rc hacologists s uch ns kind y 0u ng Mr. Wo r sley a t tho 
H.J. s l cmcrc mu seum . Y/h\..m Gvcr ·,:ie: r .J;:1,med o.,b r oa.c:1 our po.rty seemed to 
S

1:'roll i n numbL:rs in o.. surpri s .ing \ny . 
Th i s '.!:-:'..S excell en t, bu t -. .,u f :)r esa1,r c1 i f ficul tics. We h:J.d e1. 

suspici en th '.1 t not .:111 our fell ow-tr:1.v oll c rs would be ·,ic lc orncd 
by se ri ous .'.'., rch J..ool rJgi s t s if, nn c.1 'Jhon , 1. 10 ov e r succeeded in go t ~ 
ti ng an impurt8n t dig s t ~r t0d -- a.s , f or i nstanc~, o.. t Cadbury . 

It F'1S o..g r ccd th2 t ~-:c sh oul d 2.cquiro .2 b:1dgc f or purp osos of 
quic k ide n tific a ti on. We ucul d hol d aursc::l vus r esp 0nsibl c only 
f or b enc, fide b"..dgc - -;,rcnri ng r,1crnb0 rs ".-vh ·J m,."'.. to ri a l iscd u ncxpcc t odly 
on n. site . no~7'.'1,Cl.:J.ys, of c nurso , Pcnd r .:J.gons 1;-ho rnoe t f or the fir s t 
tiwe a t C~dbury c a n introduce themse l ves quickly. 

It ·.-r::i. s t ho y oung ".·1ho ~'Tetn t cd tho bC1.dgc t 6 be a g<Jl dcn d r agon 
en a blue b :::.c kgr ound bc c o..uso the S 1cic t y st:fftc::d .1. t Winchest e r, 
2, nd it uci,s, :i.ccorc1ing t o legend , 'JVcr Y\linchos t o r thn. t the 11 d. r agon 11 

(c orne t?) o,ppoC1. r cd ·:.1hcn Ambrosius l o.y dying . He h1,d drunJ,:: 1:vn.tc r 
fr cm ,'1 ;_ ro ll th o., t l1.:'.c1 been pci sc•ne c.1 by Cl. Sc..xcn t c rr :.Jri st . The 
e:.ppcJ::.tr-':'..nco of t his cl r ,"..gon s o t0rrifi o c1 tho ci tizons (vrho , .';., t tho, t 
time , •:rc ro kncun 2. s Dr :::.g on s tho ms clvcs ) th,'l t they c :1.ll c:d c,n 
Me rlin t o 0xplo.in its p'Jrton t t o thorn. 

Me rlin f or c t 01a that Ambr csius ~ould di e , t ha t Uthor would 
lea d th u ::1 rrny ::,,g:i,inst tho S::1.x cns, o.nd t h:J. t one cl2y Uth0r 1,;oul d 
h:::,v e o. very p')tcnt s on -.~ho noulc1 rul e •Jv 0r ::i.11 th ose C!.rc::i. s u h o rc 
the dro..g0n 112.ct bo1..,11 so0n. ( Y/o.. l cs , tho \vas t Cou'0try, a.nc1 Britt::rny.) 

Ambr osius C. i d d i e; Ut h0 r t ::,ck c ornrno.nd of t ho G. r rny and 1."lo, s 
gi v on tho ti tl o .Jf Pcndro.g~n -- l cC1.dc r of the Dr .'">,'gons. Ho c:-,,uso cl 
t ~o gol den d ragons t o b e c ~s t: one he t ock with him t o thc· TT~rs , 
t he oth or he b aoucath0d t o the citizens of Winch e s t er . Tho bo..dgo 
ch osc:n by the y ;:uncst c rs ·" :.ls supp 'JS0cl t J rcpres~n t tho golden 
dro,gon in the blue sky. . 

It h ~s nou been s u gges t ed th~t uu sh ould h~v o n dist inctive 
tic :-- prosunmbly ,'7, b luo one ~ri th :i, golde n c:. r o.grm in ovi cknce. 
Th is ~oul d be o., dml r ab l c fJr men. Would any one c'..lro t o sugges t 
\! h~t Lind of hc:1clsc::i.rf or othe r u seful a ccc.:ss cry r:1 i g ht be :i,c c cp t­
o.,bJe t o the l -1.c~ i os ? Comme nts, plo~.se. 

~OTE. About 1960 srmc membe rs ~o r e pursui ng t ho n oti on 
·th ,.., t ·--·J-:-~st p ,)SSibly tho Do m 1ulf s t ori e s might, i n f cLct, bel ong 

' , ' ' T • h . ·'· Y' t o tho Linc ul n or Winchester ~rc 2s. A f cv mil ~s from ~in~ os ~u~, 
t l 1 .L cf " 8'.7'r0"1 (D,.,11..-, ?) W '"lS c'l u g up ;..,net 0, b owl yc ::irs o.,gn , 110 S ,::c e ~en 1 ~. c. ,.,.. 1 ~- _i..;. .. .. v. _ -_· • • 

,,~ s bur1• 0 a besi de h i m. This b oITl h~d some onnme l bassos r ound it 
" --· • · 1 -· t f ro ,.., l o..nd is en vi 0u i n ~Jinchcs t .:: r mus eum . It 1s tho on Y IJl o , , 
Celtic ovi doncc ::1.11y11hcro ,::tr ound th0 r c. vbs this Sr,x on/Dcrn c p lun­
dering the Dr~g 0ns' Trc ~suro? Wou ld nnyono c a r e to pic k up 

O t . . t ? t his thrc 2d ~gnin and try a s p in 1 . 



HERE WE GO ROUND TO Y ARLIJ\TGTQ!i.,__I~.L:U-TG:_TON, GERLINCTON ..••• 

N oirr ancl. t hen ,.-rn have ideas for p roj ects 1,~ hich, in spi te of all 
efforts, r efuse to t ake shape. Sometimes projects come to us quite 
unexpectedly t hat l ate r p rove to have brought us along t he way vrn 
·nere mean t to go. Tho Ya rlin~ton dig ·would appear to be one of the 
l a t te r th ough a t thi s early stage the road ahead has a big question­
mark. We invite y ou all to consider t his question mark wi t h us and 
to cudge l your brains. ~J,aybc t he r e is some thi ng a t Yarl ington th2, t 
has y e t to bo r eveal ed . 

In I Pendr agon I Vol. 2 rT o 3 Chris Turner wrote: "During tho r e-a 
c ent di B a t Cadbury a few Pendragons found time to make a trip t o 
Yarlington to i nves tigat e r eports of a complex of stri.1)-lynchets un­
ma r ked 0 11 the O.S. rn:1,ps .... Tho vill age sits as tride tho pre-hi s t oric 
ridger;ni,y known as Tho Harrow Wo,y or, a t t he 1,ros t c rn end, t he Hard 
Way. This r idgovvay runs east --,·west from the Vale of Aval on t o Ol d 
Sarum, vi a Andover and the g r oat cr oss r oo,ds to St onehengc ... Just 
outside tho vill o,ge 1.rn found a seri e s of strip-lynchots marching 
boldly ac r oss f our hillsides surr ounding a ford . Some of t he banks 
reo,ched up t ~.:elvc f oo t or mo re a t ve r y s t eep angl e s ... One field to 
the cas t had six shall o~ r idges running pa rallel doTinhil l, with a 
ridge at t ho top o.,,1d bo tt om, -,1hile in t he valley boloi,J us we s au a 
s mall spring protected by a dry-stone wall. 

"To the north of the s trip-lynchut s 1i1e di s covered a dry-stone 
wall of some age supporting, or p erhaps n o·w supportGd by, a bank. 
This was built in the unusua l form, for Somerset, of l a rge, fl a t 
fl akes cf stone l a id in a horizontal herring-bone f ashion. This 
typo of uall has boon va ri ously dated as being anywhere ba t uce n l a te 
Roman and ~c~ iaval times , but lo oks rather like the tradi ti onal 
typo 0f dryst one walling to be f ound even t 0-day in predornino,ntly 
Col t :Lc C or m,all. n 

Rasc ~reh in exc ell en t local librari e s r ound Bristol has f ailed 
to p r oduce any ear ly r oforcnc os to Yarli ng t on except tha t _i t has 
been knmm by a va ri e ty of name s. In o, boolc c :i.ll ed 0 His t ory n.nd 
Antiqui ti Gs of t he County of Somcrset 11 da t ed MDCC XC I by tho Rev .. 
J ohn Coll inson , F.A.S. is the f oll o~ing : 

ny~rl.i1:IB..t on i rr_t hc IIundrod ___ of Brewt on :' ( Now Drut on ) 
Ya rli ngton is a pari sh situa t ed in the sou t hTics t p a rt of this hun­
dred :1bout f our mi l e s s rruth fr om Brewt on, and nearly thG snmo dis­
tanc e ,,-1es t f r om \ ✓inc an t on ... in a plcC\.SC1..nt vale surr ounded by crncl os­
ures . Those hill s , i ndeo d, Tihich li e t o tho ens t nnd s outh nr o l ofty, 
and eas t war d fr om tho church a ra the ves tige s of a.n ancient encamp­
ment, c onsisting of a d ouble vallum, fr o~ t ho summit of \Ihich there 
is a n ext ensive projec t over all t he c en tra l part of the c ounty, 
bounded by the Dors e ts l1irc hj_lls en tho s 0uth, and by t he: Quo,n t oc k 
hills and th 0se of Dev on on tho s outhucs t . . . The man or of Ya.rli ng t on 
c all ed in Dornosdo.y Book Gorlintunv, bo l ongac.1 i n thu Cc•nqu0r or' s 
time t o thu Eo.rl cf Eort on ..••• " 



.Anoth0r b ook, "Tho Pl a ce Names of Somorsc tri by J3,mo s Hall, 
published in 1914 states: Yctrlington is spolt i n Domesda y Book 
Gerlinct on. Th o pronunciation of t hose twQ wor ds is but little dif­
f c r en t .. S cmo n ttrac tivo f o,ncy u tymol ogios hnvo boon g ivon . Jur or 
Yn r o as i n tho riv e r is water. There is n r ornarko.b l o stream he r e 
(it is said) tho., t di so,ppo 2.rs for a 1::•hil o unde rgr ound. Tho l a t ost 
guides do n ot mention it. Ynr or Lyn ~sin Ljnc ombo ~r e t he t wo com­
pcnon t parts. In thJ. s c o.so it is Col tic. Aga.,i n Ya rling t on is of 
c oursc the samo as Jarl and is t ho ol d Sc andinnv i ci,n f or a chi eft a in 
or co.rl ... 

The 1 ocal Parish Magazi ne, nThc Castle CD,ry Visit orn, c ombod,: 
back t o the l ate 1880vs , gives us a c e rtain amount of inf or mati on 
inasmuch ~si t r e f ers t o t he old-time Fair with performing nnimQls 
a n d cudgel stick fi gh ts --~ disc ontinued in 1900: Jo,ck White's Gib­
bet (still rn.':l. rkod on O.S. nmps ) -:. ,;-ets destr oyed o.,nd burnt in 1898 or 
:mo.y bo co.rli o r ; whon Go e rgo 111 passed through it ,;;o.,s t hon on the .. 
direct r oute t 0 Weymouth t o \ili ich t he mon~rch ~as tra velling . In a 
volume of t h is Pn rish 1iagnzi m da t e d 1906·- 7 t he r e a r c notos which 
would indic 2 t o Roman occupa ti on o.11 r ound the a ro a :-

11 It is o., th ousand pt ti os t ho.. t the n.ctive 'J.nd successful r e­
sco..rchos of tho l r1 t c Col. 1if>Jodof or de Yrnrc ne v e r put on r e c ord i n ::my 
sy s te m'.l tic rncmncr, for ,.;o t hink his discoveries wo r e qui t o suffic­
i Emt t o shon tha t t ho Romans Ho r e se: ttl od 1,;rithin r.1, v e ry short dis­
t nnco of our to0,m. In a fl o., t me:1do\J co.lled L;1v o ri1s, on the n orth 
bank of the Riv e r Brue, he excavated a R~metn vill n nb out the yea r 
18 20 ... Be sides intcnsi vo f nunc1a ti on s mQ.ny in to r es ti ng coins and 
othe r ob j e cts nc r e f ound, but no thing is n ow visibl e above g r ound. 
Among tho c oins f cund n ns one of C ons t :::i,ntius 11, s'"' vorn,l b r o,ss c oins 
(including on e or t wo of Tortric i us ) and s ome 'coal money' . Othe r 
objec ts found \:or e a cur"ious circulci,r :1rrn1 o t of wh :,., t o,ppe u.rs to be 
c na l, pctsho r ds , til es , and white and red t essc r ae of a mosai c •••• 
1\n c,t hor disc ov 0ry "\·r:::i,s mo.do by Col. Wo.x"'.. f or de noar his r e sidenc e o, t 
Ga lhamnton . Hore he f oun d a Roman bulln of pure gol d .•. 'Vast num­
bers' ~f ccins of Ant onius Pius a r c ,1,l so rop Qrtcd as having boon 
f ou nd :tt Co..c1bur y Ce:.stlc. 11 

Anothe r book o.,bout t ho h ist ory of the fo.,milics 2.. t Ya rling t cn 
st ').,tcs th,ri., t t horo is 2,11 C1nciont .stone Cf.1.,ll cd t he SuCtnKi.rk Stone which 
::: nn be seen i n Soam:.1.,rk Wood . Prolonged Sc,o.rch f or this s t one f .:::,.,j_ lcd 
t o r c vo nl i t, but Mr s. H.J.rfi c ld t el l s us th o.. t t he reas on is t ho •• • 
st eno noTT li es und e r n l ~ r go f elled beech tree. We shall have an­
ot he r hunt f or this s t cmo O Mrs. Ho.rfi old h .2s seen i .t o,nd s '1y s t ho re 
is no "\,Ti ting n oH visible on it. 

A l oc a l r esident n t Y2,rlingt on h~s sugges t ed th'J.,t t he par~llol , 
ri c1gos r u nning c1ounhill n c::i. r tho str:Lp-lynchcts rnny indic .1. to th~ 
Jno- timo p r e sence of n vineyar d: Hemans often liked t c make thei r 
:ivm viino . We h op 0 t c invos t igo,to t h is sugg'-'sti cn o.ls o. . 

Mr. H(bhcu sc, v ho oDn s tattle Hill, rep ort ed t o Mrs. Bc?n u t in 
L968 th-?..t b its of p'.)t o.,ncl. mo so.ic rrc r o bei ng p l cughod up n.c c1dcn t :1lly. 
Yith the help of some l Qco,l ic s i dc.;n t s Mr s. Benne t cponod n, nurnbcr_of 
trenche s a nd f 7und ovidonco· of o, Rom~rr vil1 n., including s ome mosn1c 



fl ooring. Pc ndr ngo ns c ont act ed Mrs. Bcnn0t t h is spring whe n t hey 
wo re c c,rrying out i nvcs t igo. ti ens in t he ncighb ourh ood o.nd of f c r ed t o 
h e lp he r cl oo,r tho s i t c during the. Eas t e r h o1hby C\.S it h n,d l ::1. i n 
open anc1 exp oscd ,'J.ll i"vi n t or . We .:t,rc gl a d t o s 2.-y t h "J, t t hi s 3r oup 
worked so ,.roll th1, t ivi r s . Bonne t i nvi t oc1 them t o C'.t. r ry on the dig 
duri ng he r absenc e i n Jc r da.n . Mr. Hobh suso h~s ki ndly p r ovi ded o, 

hut fe r t ool s e tc n,nd i s rn0.,king ::Hr nngcrncn t s f or .1.cccmmocb,t ion. We 
nr c ve r y g r ::t t cful t J b oth of t horn fo r t he ir c onfi denc e in us .J.nd we 
shnll do ou r bes t t o c ~rry on t he di g i n a r espons i bl e an d intell ­
i gent mo,nn c r. 

Membe rs uh o c ~n't ge t t o Somerse t bu t h~vc c opi es of tho O. S. 
Ono Inch rn,:J,p, Sho\j t 166, FROME , rno,y 1 i ko t c s tudy this, c onsi clur its 
p o:s i ti on i n c onnoc ti ::m with C;J.c1bury ::rnc1 ot he r plo,c cs , and sond us 
i de~s or thu or i~s. We mu s t l eave no steno unturned .......• 

By Roge r Dnvi u Wobs t ur. 

I w~s i n t 0rostcd t o r o~J r ec en tly a s t ory c once r ning t he fina l 
dea th of Me rlin, mQny hundr u~s of y o~rs nft ur his fi rs t dc~th. (Is 
i t n ot s:1icl t h.1, t iJhgi st0 r Iw rlinc only s l oops , t o 1nJrn 7,g1.in wh0 n 
hi s p owe r is needed?) This is ~ somowh1.t ignnr od p 1,rt of t he orig­
i n1,l my t h ccnco rning Me rl i n. 

Dr .C .,S. Lcvris , t ho t hcol ogi'.::rn , ·.: r ot a :-;, st ory c on t :::i,i ni ng a f ::i,ir 
:1rnount cf th0 Amb r osius r:iyth , plus o, libor2.l l ':.ci ng of i nngi n '!. ti on , 
i n nhi ch t ho nood f ar t i8~~in's p ave r m1.nif es t s it self 1,nd the rn1.s t c r 
ri ses f r 2~ hi s s l eep. 

Th0 s t nr y t .-,Jce s t he f or m of o, b ::i, ttl e be t ween the p n1vc r,s of 
Sc i ence ~nd tho p swcrs of Celtic my s tici sm , uhic h c ome s t o a he~d 
whe n S ci □nco tries t o destr oy the h ouse of L ogrcs (the Roy~l House 
of t he Penj r 1,gons af Brit ~in.) Sci ence m~ke s it s he1.dqu1,rt c rs on the 
ol d s ite of Cnmo l c t i n orde r t o plumb the depths of the Celtic myth 
1.nd u s e it s powe r t o it s own n0f nr i ous pu r pose -- or, if t h1. t p r oves 
i mp os s i bl e , t o des tr oy it. • 

The h ~usu cf Log r cs ( consis t ing of t he cur r en t Pcndr ngon and 
three or f cur trus t y li euten~nts) se t s it self up nearby. They mu s t 
uai t, f or they ha ve no p one r in t he msel ves , but mu s t hop e t o h~rn­
o s s t he p owe r of Me rlin when he Y'.1kos . It mu s t bo 0xpl ninod here 
th '.'.. t Ambr os i u s c oul d f ~ll un~c r t he i nfluonc o of e ithe r L ogros or 
Sci enc e . I n t he s ec ond case the c ause.of L og r os woul d bo ~s g1od '.1 S 

1 os t . 
There is a soccnd pa r son ~ho f nll s be t ~oen tho t wo s t ools: t his 

i s .--:. v i s i on:,,r y ,:-,r s ee r uh'.) c c,u l c1 nl srJ f ,':.ll unde r tho i nfluenc e of 
Legros or Sc i enc e nnd t he fi r □ t b':', ttl ~ i s f 0r t he see r' s mi nd . 

He re tho nyth ·voul .J. ~pp o '.1 r t 0 onc1 :::.nc1 Le1Ni s f ini sho s tho s t or y 
h i msc lf. 

7hc Sou r, ,rl1 0 hns f~ll cn unde r t ho i nflubnce cf Logr cs , hns n 
d r o,'J,J'.1 in 1:rhi ch she se:;cs :.1 m,:::,n of enor mous s t '.'.. ture c r r:.,1Jl i ng up a 
tunne l unckrgr •'.',u nJ :;,nc1 s m::1,,shing his H':'v"'J' t o t ho surf ·::i,co . Tho Pen-



-dr ~gon, rec ognising t h is as the aw~koning of Merlin, sends ou t 
senrch p ~rties t o bring back the M~ster n t nll costs. Tho ot he r 
side does t he s~me. Luc kily for thci h ouso of Logrcs Ambrosius h~s 
his own i deas 2b Gut whoso s i de he is on ~nd c cmos strnight t o tho 
house 0f tho Pondrngon. 

Me rlin puts thrG c questi ons to the Pcndr ~g 0n t o t os t his ~u t hon­
ticity. The Pen dr ag cn ~ns?□ rs them c or rectly. Me rlin now rec ognises 
him ~s his m~s t c r ~nd the t ,ro of t hem sit down t o plot the overthrow 
of the p oucrs of Science. 

1-/[c<J,nWhi l e , t he enemy 11~,vo c -:,.,p t u r od .1, trnri1p wh om they bo l iovc t o 
be Me rlin, ~nd 'J,S thoy only t ~l k t o him in L~ti n and Celtic he 
t hinks t hey 2r c ~ad ~nd s t ~ys si l en t. 

On tho night proc e e di ng tho grc~t b~ttl c Kerlinus and Pondr~gon 
si t ::-tl one in t he h ousc 1irhil c Me rli n is inv es t 0d wi t h tho pow ors of 
his g ods. Me rli n thon g'.:lcs i nt ,1 the onc r'.ly C.J,mp cltsguisod :-,s -:J, m:mk , 
h::wi ng kn oYil c• lgc of 2n obscure l :,,ngu 1,gc supp osc:: dly t o tr 7,ns l ,r tc t ho 
1rords of the f:1k o AE1 b r osius . 

Whun :1i1 tho oncLly ~r e nssambl c d t oga thor f or dinner Me rlin 
'.!:::mscs them 0,ll t o spo'J.k gi bberish so tlnt t hey c::mnct c ommunicate 
t o one 0,n ot hor wh~, t is h ci,ppcning . He so,ys, nr h,:J.VO put t he curs e: of 
Bo,bol i n t o tho mou ths of tho enemi es Gf tho h ouse of L og r es 1 

11 o,nd 
l rn.1ghs horribly. 

Then, in n scone of unp ::, r ::i,ll c l cd horr or ov c ryb ody c:xccpt Me rlin 
is t ern ::1,pn,rt 2,nc1 tr:1i11pl od t o do:1 t h by :..ill the 0,n imn,l s of tho cnrth. 

The p o1crc rs th:::1.,t :::i,1rakc Me rlin noYT l ot h"'cm go 2,,nd he is etll c',rod 
f in:1lly t o di e. 

The Ponclr'.'lgcn i .s tr,7,nsport od fr om co,r t h t o sit '.ri t h Ut ho r 
Pcn dr '.1g on nnd Arthur Pcnirngon ( King Arthur for these uh o ~r e ge t ­
ting c onfu sed ) 011 t he grc:1t t hr one of Logros somowhGre in t ho Celtic 
c;qui v ci,l ont cf h □ .'.J.V o n, and t hey ::i,11 li vo ho,ppi ly etc .... 

. . . . . ' . . . . .. 
We hnvo b oon promi sed an nrticlo on the origins of tho·no,mo 

of t:Ar t hurrr, o,nd o,no t ho r !',bout Exc .o,libur • 
Wu trus t t ho se will ~rriv o i n ti~o f ar our next is su0 ! 
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