








Mr. Ashe will not mind if I quote something he said last
summer when we were at Cadbury: "Ten years ago I used to get
hundreds of letters and a vast number of them appeared to have
been written by lunatics. I still get hundreds of letters but
scarcely one appears to have been written by a lunatic, so in
that sense I think one can say that a very big educational pro-
gramme has been successfully carried through." Much the same has
been said by Leslie Alcock, Director of the Cadbury Excavations.

So we might say that the main objective of the Society has
been achieved. Time has passed on. A well-informed British Pub-
lic has passed on. We could all now go home to bed. However, in-
terests within the Society have broadened out into two separate
paths which now lie ahead for Pendragons.

Our second aim was "To investigate the historical and archae-
ological background of The Matter of Britain" and there are
those who still want to do exactly that. This active group wants
to carry out the dig at Yarlington in order to study a late Ro-
man Villa of considerable size. After that they have designs on
the Causeway and other sites.

This is admirable but there are reasons why it would be wiser
for them to drop the name of Pendragon and why they should be-
come an exclusively archaeological group. If they are going to
seek help (as they obviously will have to do from time to time)
from professional scholars they will have to make themselves
acceptable to such scholars. They will have to eschew all flights
of fancy into mythical rcalms and accept the disciplined limits
of historical and archaeological rescarch. Although they will
form a separate body, information between the Field Club and the
Pendragon Society will be inter-changeable. Further details about
this will be given later.

Two years ago we added another clause to our original aims:
"To study the significance, past and present, of the Arthurian
Legends" and many of our members are now more concerned with
this. Already a study of Arthurian Legends has blossomed out,
all over the country, into a general study of all universal myths
and legends. The new magazine, '"Man, Myth and Magic'", has sett-
led down to a steady readership of about a quarter of a million.
It is the "in" thing to practice Yoga and Meditation, and relig-
ious cults are proliferating everywhere. The scene is confused,
and to those who can never see anything but the froth, much of
it is reprehensible.

But to those who can blow away the froth it is all most en-
couraging. When something really vital has been lost, and when
people are really determined at last to find it, they will clear
out the attics and the cellars and the skeletons in the: cupboards
till they find it. In so doing they may well turn out a lot of
junk but it must be as carefully scrutinised as the earth from
an archaeological trench before it is impatiently thrown away.

So, the Guest for the Ancient Wisdom is now on. Ever since I
first read "King Arthur's Avalon" I have wondered how much of
the Ancient Wisdom lingered still with the Celtic Church. One of
the most intriguing passages in that book comes on Page 67:

nceltic Christianity did vaguely ally itself with thg east
and respond to eastern influences....One of the Welsh Triads --
b rmalised summaries of historical tradition -- runs as follows:
fghe Three Perpetual Choirs of Britain: the choir of Llan Lltud
Vawr in Glamorganshire, the choir of Ambr081us_1n Ambresbury,
the choir of Glastonbury. In each of these choirs there were
2400 saints, that is there were 2 hundred for every hour of the
day and night in rotatiOp.' ? . .

Anyone who has wet his finger and rubbed it rognd the rim of
a wineglass till it rings will have at least a rudlmentgry idea
of what is meant by a mantra. Could it be that the Celtic Church
knew something about mantras ? From behind this protective wall
members of that Church set off for all parts of the.world, .
founding new communities and generally getting on with the'bu81n
_ess of life regardless of the wars, devastation and seething
unrest that were afflicting other people.

fle hope to go on producing '"Pendragon" but on a rather

wider basis of interests. We shall include reports from our own
archaeological group, and reports of our own activities such as
the current search for Badon. We shall try to include digests of
any items that appear in the press, or that come to hand, which
seem in any way relevant to the overall quest. And, of course,
any information that is sent directly to us. Members of this
Society may have friends who, although pat interested in Join-
ing the Society, might like to subscribe to the magazine. We
think we could produce additional copies for such readers at a
cost of about 1/6 per issue, plus postage. (In Britain ud
Air Mail 2/7.)

We shall be very glad to receive news, views, ideas, sugg-
estions, criticisms etc while changes are in the air.

* KK XXX

NOTICE BOARD

We have been asked to inform members in this area that a
new club has been formed to investigate the archaeology of the
coastline in the vicinity of the River Axe. The River Axe Sail-
ing Club is providing boats and experienced skin-divers for
off-shore work, whilst conventional groups will be working in-
land tracing the old coastline, harbours, etc.

Anyone interested in assiting or Jjoining this club should
write direct to: Mr. J. Bird,

The Boathouse,

The Shallows,

Saltford,

Nr, Bath, Somerset.
Or contact the editor.












































