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Correspondence should be addressed to the Editor, Garden Flat, 
22. Alma Road, Clifton, BRISTOL BS8 2BY. 

TASK FORCE REPORTING 

Members in other parts are probably thinking that a great hush 
has come over Bristol and wondering what,, if anything, is going o,n. 
Once again this edition of I Pendragon' will be more of a news 
letter than a magazine: we will try to sho,w you which paths we 
have been pursuing. If they interest you, p1.ease follo.w the same 
lines; if you have. found more profitable places to explore we 
shall be glad to hear of th em. 

• When we left you last we were about to hold our AGM. For this 
quite a number of members travelled considerable distances to be 
with us, and we were delighted to see them. A few l9cal members 
with domestic difficulties had to cut the AGM in order to be able 
to attend the l ecture in the evening. Nevertheles$, we numbered 
about 80 and reports were read, ideas exchanged. Chris Lovegrove 
reports on the lecture which followed:-

i•The .lecture was given by Keith Critchlow of RILKO in the Univ­
ersity's Department of Che.mi stry on I The Symbolism of Chartres 
Cathedral v. ·He began · by defining opposites: what makes certain 
spaces sacred, and others profane? Man's desire to measure leads 
him to erect edifices which in their measurements reflect univer­
sal truths and relationships. In Scientific Man's search, however, 
for smaller and smaller fundamentals he has lost sight of the 
Whale, One such 'whole' is ChartrSs, where (d~spite architectural 
historians) the 'whole determines the parts': 'every detail .on a 
Gothic •cathedral is symbolic ... nothing is whimsical' . .. 

"The opposite of a symbo l is a diabol, hence diabolism or dis­
persal, while symbolism i s a putting-together. The classical 
Christian blessing of index and second fingers is a symbol reflec­
ted in th e twin spires of ehartres blessing the surrounding coun­
tryside with crops. The towers, whose sculpture points to , the 
taller Clacher Neuf being solar and the Clacher Vieux lunar, 
exhibits curious properties. The Clacher Neuf, if laid do.wn the 
nave, · as it were, reaches 365 feet down in to the Sanctuary, the, 
Clacher Vieux 28 f eet less; if a foot is equivalent to a day, one 
is the symbol of a solar, the other of a lunar, year. Extending 
this idea, a pi lgrim pacing these "days" up the nave and choir 
can )Je expected to experience a liturgica l "calendar"; en taring 
from the We.st Door, with Ascension Day the lo gical termination · 
of his journey, he passes through the - Transfigura tion at the 
centre of the famous Maze, and through Christmas exactly in the 
middle of the crossing of the trancepts c1.nd the ·body of the ··· 
Church. • 

Th? School at Chartres was the most important of its time in . 
medieval Europe. Jewish knowledge of the Tree of Life was 
brought there via Spain, and ideas and images a bout the spiritual 
centres of the body were demonstrated by Keith (by means of ~ome 
200 slides) to be a continuation, in the early 13th century, of 



imported Eastern traditions. By superirripbsinK the- plans of 
Stoneh~nge and Woodhenge on that of Chartres, Keith ·showed that 
th-ere -\va:s even common ground with prehistoric Europe Cas is 
testifi ed by i ts legendary Druidica l history). 

The l ecture dovered a lot of ground and even over-ran its 
time; th e Maze was th e l ait thing touched on -- it represented 
the -- pre~Copernican -ide6 bT th~ Earth a ~ the innei~6st of a series 
of concentric spheres and Heaven on the outside. In the Soul's 
desc ent from Heaven (Unity) t6 Earth~ it traver~ed a ll the belts, 
thereby gaining the psychological properties of each. 

The l ast slide, a ptly, showed Glastonbury Tor: aptly beca use 
we h ear that, a t lon g l as t, plans a r e now going ahead to carry 
out an archaeo logica l investigation of the "Maze"-terraces. • This 
Society has offered to s_end some experi en ced diggers, if such 
are called for when the time ha s been arranged. Will any r eaders 
who would like to take part in this. please get in touch with us. 

· We a re- pl!anning ari expedition to Wales in the summer and 
hoping tha t some of our widely-dispersed members may be able to 
join us there. We first became interested in this . area when two 
of our Bristol members moved to Carmarth enshire to set up a rural 
homestead there. Almost immediate ly they found themselves in an 
area dotted with megalithic stones, not a ll of which were marked 
on the O. S. maps. We decided then to visit our members and in,.,. 
vestigate th ese stones. A little later we learned that oth~rs 
we re interested in Leys across the same area. Finally, R.I.L.K.O. 
produced evidence of a well-defined Zodiac, simila r to ' the one at 
Glastonbury, on the same spot. In their MS th ere is reference to 
a site ca lled Tre Beddau, the Place of the Graves, and we were 
imm edi ately reminded of The Black Book of Carmarthen where one 
reads The Stanzas of th e Graves. Readers will remember that ,many 
of the great f all en h eroes had found graves but not Arthur because 
"Anoe th bid bet y arthur" --, a mystery th e grave of Arthur. ( See 
pages 104-5-6- in "King Arthur's Ava lon".) -

No dnte for this expedition has yet been fixed but it will 
probably take place about th~ end of July or a little later: we 
shai l see how many volunteers want to join us, and try to ad just 
to peoples' holidays . Non-merribers will be welcome prov.ided they 
have an ambition to discover things and are not just looking for 
a cheap holidE!-Y• : _ __ _ 

Our Carmarth~n members a r~ kindly helping to organise on the 
spot. Those who want to camp will be able to do so: we ho,pe to . 
find bed-and- break fast lodgings with loca l farmers for those _ who 
do not. 

_ Another ~rea for ro~earch has arisen from a recent TV pro­
gramme bn BBC2 which some members may have seen if th ey are 
regulor viewers of Chronicle. Roger Webster r eports: -

SOLOMAN'S 1REASURE? 

A small village in southern France bears the following sign 
at its en trance --Fouilles in terdi t --excava tions pro hi bi ted. 
This is not so . strange when onf:) considers that th e - tiny co rllm un­
i ty of Renne.$ . du · Cha teau conceals a dark and unusual myst ery. 

Around .. th9 turn of - th e century the village welcomed a new 
priest, youq~~ no doubt fir ed with the evangelical zeal of youth, 
a nd most i mportantly poor. For a long while he cast around the 



local gentry a nd me rchants for money to carry out urgent and 
necessary repairs to his rather pitiful little church, almost 
to no avail. • 

Then he found, concealed in the l~ar of that church, four 
shoats of parchment covered with seemingly incomprehensible • 
writings. Shortly after this event he made a trip to Paris, th e re 
to meet a specialist in cyphers. From th e ~e h e went to the 
Louvr~s and puichased a r e production of ri pa inting by Poussin. 
Then he returried to Rennes · du Cha tea u. 

Some whil e after this h e commissioned a nd built hims elf a 
new and modest ly splendid house, began to entertain quite l avish­
ly, rebuilt the inside of his church a nd constructed, for his 
pa rishioners, a new water towe r to serve the village. 

From whence cam e the money? There is no ensy answer. For one 
thing the clues li e so thick upon the ground as to be manifest ly 
confusing: in f ac t, I ca nnot hope to remember a nything like all 
of them from watching this programue. Ce rtainly the l argest 
number of arrows towards the truth lie in the church that our 
priest so lavishly decorated. Many of the paintings hav e for 
their backgrounds promin ent landma rks of the surrounding country­
side, and the familiar figur e s of Christ, His followers, and 
executioners a r e seen contort e d into extraordinary positions, 
until one realises that they point the way to a discov e ry of the 
mysterious treasure. Th e y are part of a huge pictorial cypher, 
which is itself only part of a l arge cypher that involves itself 
in co mplex linguistic inscriptions, geographical l andmarks and, 
of cours e , th e painting by Poussin 

It is this which I will u se as an exampl e of the obscurity of 
thi1ilast cypher. The painting depict s Arcadian shepherds gather­
ed round a large sarcophagus in wooded country. An inscription 
ree,ds, in translation, "Even in Arcady am I" (Death) 

In th o background is the Cha teau de Blanchefort near (inevi­
tably), the village of Renn es, and e ven the vill a ge itself is just 
visible in the distance. Moreover, when on e follows the clues and 
goes to the pl ace fro n1 where one could see that view, ohe is 
confronted by the sarcGphagus i'l:vquestion (minus its inscription). 
This is all the mo r e strange when one knows that Poussin is supp­
osed nev e r to h ave visited that a rea. Yet another clu~ ~entions 
the Ark, but what Ark? Then it transpires that the adjo ining 
villdge is called Arques -- odd indeed. Moreover, if one turns 
to the tombstone of th e Count e ss of Blanchefort (one-time owner 
of the Chat eau) which is in the graveyard of the church, one 
finds · an inscription ( no w e r a sed bu 1recorded in the archives ) 
which resembles that on the sarcoph .:-:_ gus of the painting. This, 
in both Latin and Greek, can be r ead in at least three different 
ways. From this point there is an explosion of clues and cross­
references which are too complica t ed to memoris e from a Tv 
programme. 

Suffice to say that the complexity of clues surrounding this 
mysterious treasure make it obvious that this is no mere chest 
of gold; there is an a ura of some deeper mystery. When, on his 
death bed, the.priest of Rennes made his l as t Confession his 
Confessor emer ged from the b~dchamb e r visibly shocked and shaken. 
It was said that he neither smil e d nor heard Confession agairi for 
a long time afterwards. A tentative th e ory advanced in the. 



programme was that the treasure might be a t leas t some ,part of 
the -tre.stsure taken from Soloman,' s Temple and hidd:en for safety 
by the Knights Templar. 

Points · which particularly conc ern us are 1) this mention . of 
the Knights Tei:ipla r ( Guardians of the Grail) a nd 2) that the 
village of Rennes lies not far froQ Carcasonne which is. inside, 
the Cathar country and 3) ~ Grail Legend which maintains that 
it is hidden in the Pyre~ees. (Perhaps this may have a bearing 
on a book concerning th e C.athars by M.B. Lac entitled "The 
Pyrenean Grail.) 

We are trying to get furth er information a bout this through 
the BBC. 

Another project we have in hand. concerns a visit to Cornwall 
in the near future when a small pB.rty will go th ore with cine­
camera and tape r eco rd er. Michael Pollard writes tho following 
note: 

Those who wore present at th e l as t Lieeting in February will 
know of our int erest in the church at Place, Cornwall, and of 
our propos ed: visit. For those who uissed this meeting the follow-
ing should b e of interes t: • 

Th e Church of St. Anthony is situated in Place, St. Anthony 
-in-Roseland --on the opposite peninsular to St. Mawes -- and 
has many curious f ea tures which warrant a ftill investigation. 
Forexamplo, the Church bell is r eput ed to be of Phoenician 
origin, several thousand years old (of Wroth bronze) and still 
in tune a l though a virgin boll. Pictographs above the South 
noor, depicting th e visit of Jesus and Joseph to the West Country, 
are of Egyptian origin, a ccording to an archaeologist who visited 
Place som e years ~go . There is also an inscribed panel which is 
dated not l ate r than the 2nd century A.D. 

Because of th e situation of Place it is thought to have been 
a significant port for Phoenician lead a_nd tin traders, and 
there is, of course , the well-publicised s tory that Joseph of 
Arimathea 111ias a trader in t hase rn etals. 

An interesting i dea is advanced in th e brochure we have on 
Place, i.e. that the young Christ was employed as a SHIP'S 
Carpenter on his uncle Joseph's ships. This could explain the 
tradi tiori tha t He travelled widely during those yea rs of which 
the Bible says nothing. This hypothesis is c~rtainly more 
plausible tb me than the notion of Jesus making a f~0 tables and 
chairs in a tiny village in Palestine for twenty odd years. 

• Anjon~ interested in this Cornish project is invited to 
w~ite to Mike Pollard at th e address on Page 1. 

One of our librarian members has un earthed a book called, 
"King Arthur's Country", written by F.J.Snell, published by 
J.M.Dent in 1926. Herewith a quote from the Introduction: :... 

It is eviden·t that some explanation Erns t be found for the 
widely diffused beli e f in the actuality of Arthur, who cannot 

• have been . simply a hero. of Medieval ro,mance; and his form looms 
hazily on the historical horizon as · a divinity of the ancient 
Celts. A glimpse of him in that character·is afforded by 



Plutarch, who t e lls us that a c erta in Demetrius was sent by the 
Empe ror of Ro me on a mission of exploration to the British Isles. 
This ol d-world investi gato r brought back a r epo rt of th e relig­
i ous i deas of the inhabitan ts, auong which was th e following: 
"Mor eo v e r, they said, th ere is an island in which Cronus is i m­
prisoned with Briareus keeping guard ov e r him a s h e sleeps; for, 
as th ey put it, s l eep is th o bond for ged for Cronus. Th e y add 
tha t a round him a r e many di vini ti es , his henchm en a nd at t enda nts .m 

Now this story bears a stri kin g r esemblance to th e tal e- of 
th e sleeping Arthur, of which several versions will be given in 
th e sequel. Demetrius writ es in the t erms of Gr eek mythology, but 
in other notic es of Ce ltic r eli gion there is a n indication of 
the~ Arthur. Men tion is made o f a god Artaius, worshipped 
by th e Allobro ges of Gaul, a nd i dentifi ed with Me rcury. "Into 
th o pantheon of deiti es r epr e s e.nted in the four ancient Mabin­
ogi a n, 11 writes T. W. Rolleston, "th ore came from some other tri-
ba l source another group h eaded by Arthur, th e god Artaius." 
This Arthur took tho place of Gwydion (Sci ence a nd Light), who 
slew Pryderi, son of Pwyll, King of Hades , by his magic a nd 
charms. His f a ther was Uth e r Ben (=Bra n), a n d his sister Gwyar 
(Gor e, a war-go ddess), who marri ed Lot (=Ludd), and by hir;1 had 
three sons, Gwalchmai (Falcon of May= Llew Ll aw Gyffes, sun-
god, the Irish Lugh, l ate r Sir Gawaine) Medrawt (=Dyla n, sea-
god, l ater Sir Mordred) a nd Gwal~haved (Fa lcon of Sunmer, later 
Sir Gala had ) ..... 

Th e Round Ta ble , though not n amed by Nennius or Geoffrey of 
Monmouth, ma y be earli e r tha n th e days o f chivalry. Sir John 
Rhys, at any r a te, a ssigns to it a mythologica l i mport. Arthur, 
h e says, "would proba bly h a v e to be r egar ded a s a Culture He ro . 
•... Th e Arthurian Legen d tra ces it (the Round Ta bl e ) to Arthur's 
f ath e r, Uthr Pendrngon, in whoEJ we have un de r one of his many 
n ame s tho King of Hades, th e r eal m fro m whence a ll cul t ur e was 
f a bled to hav e derived . In a wi de r sGn se , th e Round Table 
possibly signified p l enty of a bun dance , and mi ght be comp a r ed 
with th e Ta ble of the Ethiopia ns at which Zeus a nd th e other 
gods of Greek my thology used to f e2.s t from time to time . 11 

In a nother passage the sane leo. rned pro f essor r emarks tha t 
"his (Arthur's) name a llows us to suppose tha t h e WP, s a ssoci­
a t ed, in sorae spe cial sense, with agriculture over th e entire 
Celtic world o f an ti qui ty. " The La tin a r ec r e ( to plough or till) 
and th o Old En gli s h v e rb "to eo.r" which h as th e s ar,1e meaning, 
wil .. l n a tura lly occur to our ninds in this connection; Ce ltic 
speech belonged to th e same faE1il y o f l anguages . Sir John Rhys 
supposes a n early Brythonic form, Artor ( genitive Artoros), 
which in We lsh woul d yi e l d the f amilia r f o r m Arthur. 

Ou r Ecolo gica l students should be int e r ested in this 
extra ct! 

Perhaps we may no w b e p e r mitt ed a no t e of whimsy. Your 
Gen: Sec: was once again studying Fulcanelli a n d took sp e cia l 
not e of one of the illust r a tions in tha t book. It depicts a 
stone ca rving jutting out from on e o f t h e high e r parts o f the 
g r eat cathe dr a l of No tr e Dame in Paris. The text describes it 
fully: 



11 1 f moved by curiosity or simply wishing to give sor;10 
purpose to a summer stroll, you climb the spiral staircase 
leading to the high parts of the building .... you will see in 

-the middle of th e p rocession of monsters, a l a rge and striking 
stone relief of an old man. This is he -- the alchemist -of 
Notre Dame. Wearing a Phrygian cap, a ttribtito of the Ad ept, 
negligently placed on his long, thickly curling hair, the 
schola r, dressed in his working ca pe, is l eaning with one hand 
on the ba lustrade a nd strokirig his full, silky beard with the 

• - other. He is not medita ting, he is observing. His eye is fixed; 
his look is strangely c,cute. 'rhe philosopher's whole attitude 
suggests extreme eno tion .... 1Nha t a splendid figure he is, this 
old master ! 11 

On this pa ge there is a footnote: "The Phrygian cap, which 
was worn by the sans-culottes an d acted a s n sort of protect­
ive talisE1an in tho midst of tho r e volutiona ry slaughter, was 
a distinctive sign of the Initiates ...... th e scholar Pi erre 
Dujol writes tha t for th e gr ade of Epopt (in tho Eleusian Myst­
eries) the new member ~as asked whether h e f elt in himself the 
strength, the will and the devotion n e cessary for him to set _ 
his hand to th e GREAT WORK. Then a red cap was put on his head 
while a formula was pronounced: 'Cover yourself wi tb this· cap, 
it is worth Bore than a king's crown.' Few suspected tha t this 
hat, · ca lled li b e ria in th e Mi thrai c rituals and which formerly 
den6ted the freed slaves, was a masonic symbbl and the supre~e 
mark of Initiation." 

Your Gen: Sec:, being ignora nt,hcd previously associ a ted 
such caps chiefly with the little G'nomey fi gures that ha ve 
beco~ e so. popul n r in th e gardens of our urba n society, so she 
sought a Smaller Classica l Dictiona ry for furth e r light: 

"PHYRGIA, a country of Asia Minor, which was of different 
extent at di f for en t , periods ... Th e Phrygians a re rilen tion ed . by 
Ho r.10 r as settled on th e ba nks of th e Sangarius, where lat e r 
writers tell us of th e powe rful kingdom of Gordius and Midas .. 11 

(Mi das ? Gol,l ? Alcheuists ? ) "In connection with the early in­
tellectua l culture of Gr ee ce~ Phrygia is highly i mportant. The 
earliest Greek music, especially thn t of th e flute, was borrow­
ed in part, through the Asiatic colonies, fro n Phrygia .... After 
the Persian conquest, ho weve r, the Phrygians seem td have lost 
all intellectua l ::: ctivity, a n d th e y became proverbial among the 
Greeks and Romans for subni ssi ven ess 2cnd stupidity." 

Poor little G'nomeys at th e bottom of the garden! Yet even 
here th8 clue is not en tirely lost. Your Chairoan called at Alma 
Road a t that mom~nt and sought furth e r informa tion from Ch am bers' 
Etyrnologi cal Dictionary: 

GNOME:~ n.a kind of sprite, snicl to presi de over the inner 
parts of the earth and its tr easures: a dwarf or goblin.(Fr.-
a word tra ced by littre to Paracelsus, a nd perh.forned from 
Gr. gnom~, intelligence, because it was supposed thes e spirits 
could reveal th~ treasures of the earth. 

The Gnostic hint is not altogether lost but hidden. 

STOP PRESS •. News has just come that National T,r ,ust has refused 
permission for dig on Tor. All send condolences to Geoffrey 
Russell who, nevertheless, says he will try again ! 




