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FIRST OF THE PUZZLE PAGES 

This is a special Wild Boar Edition of 'Pendragon'. 

Many Folk Tales gathered round the names of Arthur 
a:nd his men. One of the ~~oat lengthy and detailed of 
these was the story of Culhwch (pronounced Kil-hooch). 
Twelve labours were impo1:;ed upon him before he could 
wed his bride Olwen. Arthur and his Knights helped 
Culwch to accomplish his tasks, the cli~ax being the 
great boar hunt. This boar was called Trwyth and he 
was hunted from Ireland, across Wales and into the 
Severn where the scissors that were hidden between hie 
ears were at last wrested from him. In Cornwall Trwyth 
made a last stand, and eventually the comb that was 
likewise hidden, fell into the sea. 

Quote from David Jon res' "Anathema ta": "If the 
hunt of the boar 'l'rwyth t>y the men and dogs of Arthur 
described in the tale of Culwch is read with one eye 
on the OS map, the distribution of the Megaliths 
(Sheet 7), the possibility of some connection between 
the itinerary of this great mythological hunt and 
the s1tes of the megaliths may sugcest itself. Peb­
idioe is the south-west extremity of Wales where the 
hog and his pigs came in from Ireland. Aber Gwy means 
r1.outh of the -~ ✓ ye, where the hog escaped ·into the 
Severn ~:stuary, to be overtaken in Cornwall and to be 
driven into the Atlantic." 

Quote from "'l'he Myst ,eries of Chartres ~a thedral 11 • 

11 And then there is the sow or boar, as to which we are 
better informed .. The word truie is a variation of an 
aI').cient Celtic word ('truth) that means \"iild :Coar." 

NOTE from R.D.W. Wh1an working on the Stanzas of 
the Graves I came across, quite by accident, some 
p4zzlement over the translation of the word 1 Trwyth' 
in that nowhere in three dictionaries could I find 
any reference to it meaning boar or anything like it. 
However, in one of these dictionaries, a very old - and 
cobweb-infested volume of the leather-bound variety, I 
came across an interesting series of) references. It 
should be understood that this dictionary (compiled 
by the i-lev. 'Thomas 1~ichards in 1751) is given to 
qu0ting lengthy passages in medieval Jelsh from 
various obscure au tho rs with a view to making the 
1.1eani.nc of a word clearer. Since the I<ev. f:ichards 
seldom troubles to translate the ancient ~elsh texts 
I had hitherto failed to see any value in the exer­
cise._ 1-~owever, under the heading of "'l'rwyth" in the 
dictionary I found a refeirence to an old .,elsh hero 
of some sort with the name of "l'wrch 1'rwyth'. Now, 
while ~rwyth does not mean 'boar', Trwch most 
certainly does, and thus it seems likely that at 
some tiP'.0 in the distant past the proper narne Twrch 
Twryth (which p~obably me~ns 'drunken boar', has been 
tr,anslated, as it were, i,n reverse, 'l'rwyth being tak­
en to ~ean boar and rwrch~ drunken. Thus I can only 
conclude that M. Charpentier and the other authors 
mentioned above are victims of an unfortunate ling­
uistic error. 

;,ould anyone like to take up the tan0led skein 
from here ? };d: 
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BRYN • CYSEGR FAN --

By R.D.Webster . 

•. BRYN r.YSEGR FAN·© is a strange and 
beautifuL place. A large hill, it lies 

. a little south of Llandewi urefi and 

~

· .,~oi:, , forms part of the area designated 
( j ~ . __ ·r.r 'Aquarius' by Lewis :Sdwards' notes on 

~~,t~,11( 1- • the zodiac. On the one inch, 2-¼ and 
--... - even the 6 inch c. s. maps it is shown 

-%7-: only as a hill, but wh c!,. four of us 
,ro, arrived to carry out a preliminary sur­

vey of the area at Whitsun, 1972, we 
were very quickly invested with the idea 
that hare dwelt something a little un­
usual. 

In th e valley beneath the hill there 
runs a otream, bridged by the narrow 
metalled road which had brought us there. 
Beside this bridge we found our first 
sign that there was anything at all to be 
investigated. It was the ruin of a very 

'1 ,, ~\_\ ancient bridge, originally about two or 
. 'o ·. / \\ three feet wide, built of stone, probab-

' Q ,,,'.1,_:.::..·1 '/, ~, ly with a single stone span, now miss-
,ij{pi,r''f-, • ing. Leading to, and away from it were 
,JiJf ~ 1,.: 1\;'.f the barely discernible remains of a 
. ./ .j\ ~- small causeway. 

:;~i:.:f- Near to this bridge we found an un-

m
,/.1 :;/JJ;( usual s,;:at tar of stones some of which CD 
;·1,,t; assumed tpe shapes of collapsed dolmens. 
~ As this particular area lies on the 
.: flood platn of the stream it seems like-

\ · ,, ly that whatever may have been there has 
~ been at least partially destroyed by 

·,/;'&,,. flood. 
·1 ~h, i 

'77,· 'l'he only other signs of habitation 
;' 1, at this level was the ruin of an old and 
:': : rather 1,ovely farm enclosureg) Interesting, 

• indeed but hardly enough to fuel our grow-

1 
ing conviction that here was something un-

' . usual. 

Thus we turned our attention to the 
hill itself and began to climb. Apart 

• fz,_om another, apparently random, scatter 
of stones and what appeared to be a sim­

~J , · ple field boundary we could see nothing 
I r ,,~ll out Of the ordinary. In fact we wandered fi '°~ . over the brown windblown bracken of the 
.n 1 ~ hill all afternoon finding nothing to back . 

})' W '
1 

' up our o:riginal intuition until we came 
ti , to a small shallow valley running up the 
) western s:i,.de of the rise to the top. '£hen 
( it was that the scales, as it were, fell 

1 from our eyes. 

·~i 

' \ 

We had ,decided that the valley offer­
ed nothing new and were about to climb to 
the top of the hill for an all round view 
when one of our number suddenly pointed 

2. 



dramatically down the hill saying, "Whatever is 
that?" "That" turned out to be a small, round bar­
row nestling quietly and, once we had seen it, quite 
obviously in the bas• of the small valley. Once our 
eyos had been, as it were, opened, we found ourselves 
in the most concentrated area of early burials that I 
have ever seen. The valley was full of round barrows. 
There was, in fact, a long straight line of them, 
(nine in all) leading uu._ the valley to a small stand­
ing stone atop the hill~ All the barrC ,'ls were of fair­
ly uniform size except for the one at the bottom oft 
th~ valley which, as it was about twice the siie of the 
others, must have been a more important buria l. More­
over, it had, thrown up around it, what at first 
sight seemed to be a s1mple enclosure but which, on 
viewing from a greater height, appeared to make a 
sign or heiroglyph similar to that of Aries. 

We then proceeded to climb the hill to reach the 
standing stone, noting as we went that all the bar­
rows and the stone itself commanded a fine view of a 
good deal of the zodiac area. The stone itself, when 
we reached it, proved to be of a type which we had 
:previously encountered when on a field trip to Corn­
wall with John Michell at Easter, 1971. From the 
valley it appeared clearly defined and quite large, 
but upon close inspection we found it to be very 
small (about 2 ft. high) and, had we not seen it from 
pelow, we would have c~rtainly walked straight past it 
without a second thought. (It should be noted here 
that a subsequent visit, to Bryn <-Ysegr Fan revealed 
~ large number of long barrows also in the- aforement­
ioned valley.) 

We found nothing of interest other than the stone 
on top of the hill and so began to walk down again to 
the bridge upon which we received our second shock of 
the afternoon. It should be remembered that the area 
we now traversed was that which we had . already cover­
~d when skirting the h~ll to reach the valley, but 
now we saw that which, before, we had all unwitting­
l.y walked over. 

It quickly became apparent that the hill was nat­
urally terraced and that upon these terraces were what 
can ~nly be described as conru .rbations of ancient build­
ing~ The terraces were partially divided by enormous 
long barrows (up to 30ft long) at fairly regular inter­
vals and within these partitions were to be found the 
most extraordinary assortment of round barrows and hi.e.r­
oglyphs which can only be adequately shown by means of 
diagrams. 

It must seem inconceivable to anyone reading this 
that such a concentration of prehistoric activity 
co~ld have passed unnoticed. I have no explanati on 
for this; nonetheless these earthworks are there and 
plain to see. We have photographs -- which, unfortun­
ately our printing methods do not allow us to print -­
which show these features clearly. The O.S. ~eem to 
have missed them and, indeed, for the best part of the 
afternoon, we also missed them. It is a mystery and it 
oniy remains for me to say that the meaning of the 



words Bryn Gysegr Fan, when we fi.~ally came to 
translate them as 'Hill of the Sacred Place" 
seemed almost a foregone conclusion. 
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1-,L ',Ti'N WORi'Vjv'/OOD 

By Michael Pollard. 

The farm of Llwyn Wormwood lies at ,') :ppro:x:i.mately 
the centre of Lewis ;;;ctward' s Pumpsaint ~~odiac. The 
area itself can be found on O.S. Sheet l:'+0 ,jnst a 
little south-west of Farmers. 

Our investigations on this site pr0 •~ded prec-
ious little in the way o:f concrete ( : evidence. 
It had been said that there were .stan •,:.ng stones in 
that area but, try as we might, we could not lo-
cate them, nor any evidence of their existence. How­
ever, part of the fanaland has been snld to the 
Forestry Commission for dev 0 l 0pment and it proved 
impossible to explore this ~rea at first hand dur­
ing the time that we were there . 

If subjective impressions may oe allowed, one 
certainly has th e feelint; of ~tan<iing or being in 
the con tre o f somothing. '.l'he main area of Llwyn 
Wormwood is a hill some 500ft. above sea level, 
(as is Glastonbury Tor) a nd the surrounding bills 
form a complete circle relating, approximately, 
to th e Zodiac. 

Mr. Thomas, the farmer, told us there was a 
possibility that at lea st part of the hill is hol­
low. This is quite p l ausible: the ground certain­
ly has a "hollow" sound to it but of course a 
claim of this sort can only be verified by excav­
ation. 

I think it fair to say t hat Llwyn i,'v'orrowood 
and its surr oun dings have be en under cultiva tion 
tor many centur ies and any evidence that could 
ha¥e been objectively conclusive has lon g since 
vanished as, unfortunately, is so often the case. 

When we return next year I hope to concentr­
ate more on any traditions that have become assoc­
~at~, d with the Pumpsaint area, and in particular, 
why Llwyn Wormwood is so called. 

"And the name of the star i~ called vJormwood". 

Rev. 8. 11. 



CAVEl~NS 1 MEASUPELESS TO MAN ••••.••• 

By Alex ~chlesinger. 

During this year 1 s summer visit to 
central Wales a visit was made to 
Carreg Cennen Castle. Although this 
Welsh stronghold of the princes of 
Ystrad 'l'owy is situated outside of 
the "Zodiac Area", certain features 
of the stronghold may prove to be of 
some considerable importance if we are 
to gain an understanding of the devel­
opment. of local myths, their ox-i gins 
and <:ll,l th_at is thus entail"'-', .. 

The Castle ia situated on a liwe­
stone crag of spectacular defensive 
qualities. It is separated from the 
hills by the river Cennen and it is 
perched some 300 feet above the val­
ley floor. 

The Castle's early history was 
much bound up with the rivalries of 
the princely descend.an ts of Rhys. In 
fact, the stronehold seems to have 
been a ereater object of envy than 
either of the much more palatial 
castles at Dryellwyn and Dynever, 
both of which are on the Towy and 
served as royal seats of the princ­
es of Ystrad 1owy. 

After the campaie,'l1s of Edward l 
had commenc ed in 1277 the Castle fre­
quently changed hands between the 
English and the Welsh. Eventually, in 
1.340 the ownership of the Castle went 
to Henry oi Lancaster and in 1362 it 
passed into the hands of John of 
Gaunt, through his wife: yet later 
the exiled Bo l:i.ngbroke, who became 
H,enry 1 V. During tho Glyn-Dwr rising 
the Castle was seiz.ed in 1403. The 
Castle last saw active service during 
the Wars of the Roses when it was held 
for the Lancastrians. However, it soon 
passed into the hands of bandits and 
by 1462 the authorities felt obliged 
to drive out the bandits and render 
the Castle uninhabitable. 

The Castl e consists of two wards. 
The inner one is rectangular and has a 
tower set at each corner. The gateway 
is set centrally in the north curtain 
wall. The inner ward has, therefore, 
the form of a'concentric castle•, a 
style of castle building which was 
br9ugbt into Europe during the Crusades. 



The outer ward is a later addition and is 
ranged around the North and East sides of the 
Castle, which would have been deemed worthy 
of further defence on these two sides due to 
the gentle gradient of the hill. This outer 
line of defence is now very ruinous. 

The most interesting feature of the Castle 
is the cave which runs underneath thl" outer 
bailey. A doorway in tho south east corner of 
the inner ward leads down, by way of some 
steps, to a small open area outside the south 
curtain. From there more steps lead down thro-. 
ugh the foundations of the , ·, r.ner turret, which 
is built ·out over the edge of the cliff. From 
there a vaulted passage leads along the cliff 
face to the cave entrance. For most of its 
length this vaulted passage is walled on both 
sides and lighted by narrow apertures in the 
outer wall, but the last few yards consist of 
just an outer wall and vault built against the 
cliff face. From the end of the passage more 
steps lead down to the entrance of the cave. 
The mouth of the cave, which originally looked 
out over the edge of the cliff must have in­
itially been a deep fissure, but this was wall­
ed up so that entry could only be made via the 
passage. The wall is pierced by pigeon holes, 
so that the entrance of the cave . would have 
constituted a dove cote. 

The cave runs back into the hill,i.e. 
North, for about 150 feet and consists for 
the most part of a narrow passage. The acc­
esstble cave terminates in a small chamber 
measuring some seven feet square. On the 
Bast side of this chamber is a natural rock 
shelf which, on the right hand side, has a 
small basin cut down into it. This stone bas­
in is always full of water which percolates 
through the rock. Above this feature a fiss­
ure leads up vertically. One side of the 
chamber floor has a deep hole dug down thro­
ugh the debris which constitutes the present 
cave floor. Examination of this depression 
led us to suspect that another chamber or 
passage may be present under the chamber 
which is at present regarded as the termin­
ation of the cave. 

There is some evidence that the cave was 
occupied in prehistoric times. Some years ago 
the remains of four persons, two adults and 
two children, were found in a "disturbed de­
pos! t under a layer of stalagmite. 11 With the 
remains was a horse's tooth which was perfor­
ated ~t the end, possibly for suspension on 
a ni~cklace. 

There has been much speculation as to the 
purpose of the cave. It has been suggested that 

-, 



it oro\riue d 1.:he Ca:; tle ·::ith its Weiter sur,):;ily, 
but-there is hardly enough of it for that pur­
pu~0 and anyway arrangeMents for the collect-
ion of water exist elGewhere in the Castle. ·.!ei­
ther was tho cave used as a prison as such a fac­
ility is provided elsewhere, namely under the 
main gate. Furthermore, there is no way of seal­
ing off the cave from the vaulted passaee and the 
dove cote. He could not find any trace of door­
way, nor fittings for iron bars, and ~e Jing that 
the passage and cote are in excellent condition 
one would expect such fittings to survive, if 
they ever existed. It ~eems that any theory as 
to the cave being a well, a ~rison, or a store 
must be discounted. The offici ~l guide book 
Sijggests that the cave was incorporated into 
the defences merely to prevent it from . falling 
into enemy hands. "Had the cave been left open 
there would always have been a daneer of an en­
emy becoming established there and undermining 
the sou th curtain or infiltrating the outer ward. 11 

It is my opinion that the arrangements for 
incorporating the cave into the defences would 
enable the enemy to achieve just what the vault­
ed passage and other associated works were sup­
posed to prevent. (That is, if the guide book 
theory is correct.) 

The cave on its own would have been useless 
for undermining the Bast wall of the inner bail­
ey and need not have been in any way a threat to 
the security of the South wall of the inner bai­
ley. it should be clearly understood that mines 
were not dug during a seige in order to make a 
small hole in a castle's defences through which 
the attackers might be able to crawl one at a 
time, only to fall victim to the defenders as 
they emerged.from their tunnel. The purpose of 
a mine was to extend a passaee under a lengthy 
stretch of a castle wall, timbers would be pla­
ced to support the roof of such a passage which, 
when complete, would have been filled with bund­
les of sticks. These would be ignited and would, 
iint turn, burn through the timber props, thus cau­
si.ng the castle w-.11 to collapse along the length 
of the passaee. However, if the castle is built 
on ~olid rock, as in the case of Carreg Cennen, 
·~hen mining is a pretty futile project which 
Qnly invites the prospect of a counter mine 
being dug by the defenders of the castle. When 
such counter mines were dug the ensuing skirmish 
often went in favour of the defenders. At Carreg 
Cennen the cave runs soma eighty feet East of the 
East wall of the inner ward, and parallel to it. 
So oven if the enemy captured the cave they would 
have1 to mine a passage through eighty feet of 
solid rock before tho undermining of the solid 
rock foundations of the inner line of defence 
could even begin. 

8 



If we now examine the so-culled attempt to 
defend the cave we find that an attack on the 
south wall of the outer ward, where the cliff 
edge is some distance from the wall, would 
(with a small amount of mining) enable the 
enemy to enter through the vault above the 
dove cote. From this point the attacker could 
enter not only the cave but also tl lr1 vaulted 
passage. The western end of this passage passes 
beneath the south west corner of the inner ward 
and from this point the defences could be under­
mined. So it would seem that this so-called de­
vice for incorporating tha cave into the defen­
ces actually weakens the Castle. 

If the builders were genuinely worried about 
the cave all they needed to have done was to 
build the south wall of the outer ward for its 
whole length along the cliff edr,e. '.l'his would 
have left the cave entrance inside the outer 
war cl. 

It seems possible that it was the purpose of 
the Castle to defend the cave. If we consider 
the position of the Castle, for all its ma~nifi­
cent siting, it d08S not defend anythinG except 
itself. Most medieval castles defend something, 
a town, a rivor or a valley, something which is 
incapable of its own defence. '1.'he two neighbour­
ing castles of Drysllwyn and Dynevor defend the 
rowy and Llandeilo respectively. Carreg Cennen 
defQnds only the river Cennen which is not navi­
gable, and the hill on which the Castle is built. 

C.Oman, in his book, 'Castles' suggests that 
Carreg Cennen was a stronghold of last resort 
for the ,princes of Ystrad ~owy, but this prop­
osition is not convincing. After all, the princ­
es had their (;rea t castles at Dr ysslyn and lJyn­
evor. If these ~ere captured, either the prince 
would be captured w-1 th them or he would stay on 
tne run in the easily defended hills whilst he 
raised a new army. To lock himself up in a rem­
ote castle when all the s urrounding land had 
fallen would be merely to nake a last a nd worth­
less stand. The Je lsh princes who wer e fa~iliar 
with the hills would know that their best def­
ence was in the hills themselves and not in re­
mote .strongholds. •:::he land J'.:ast of l;arrec; Cennon 
Castle is mountainous, a good natural de fonce 
rendering any castle in th&t arsa a sup0rflu0uc 
work. 

Carreg Cennen is in no way uniq~e by virtue 
of being a fortified i-'. oly l 1ace. 'l he fortificat­
ion of a reli&ious site is ty no rneans u~1T.;rece­
den ted. ·.i e ne,9d only think of 1.oun t :ior:i_ ah , the 
1~cro:;_)Olis, the Acr·ocorinthes, :, t. i· ichnel ' s 
Hount, the Il a de la Cit~ in }aris, and prob-
ably ~outh Cawbury in Somerset, to underst&n~ h0w 
o fttm Loly Pl 2. cos have also beon fort :L i'i ::cl ple.ce~ . 
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(.) ften •;.,Jien a reiigious place i.3 forti-
fied it is not because there is no other 
place nearby ~hich would provide more ad­
equate defences. The contrary is often the 
case. In Athens, for example, Syntap:ma 
i1 ill would provide a much finer defensi-
ve position than the Acropolis ~ock. ~he 
holy Place itself had to be defended and 
certain individuals, and ev ·rn whole tribes 
and peo::;ilcs excluded. 'i'hes1:: ., oly Places 
were (and still are) con sidered to h.::·.ve 
great power, and to give power to those 
who guard the place and wors~ip there. 
We need only consider the history of 
Jerusalem to untier,tand that great spir­
itual and worldly power may be accrued 
by werely guarding an J. using a ,ioly flace 
in a certai n way. Often the Jefences them­
selves were of ma~ical importance, hence 
the enchanted castles of wythology. 

:,,. 

I· 
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It would se~n that the cave under 
Carreg Cennen Castle was one of the ~oly 
Places of ~a les. ~he site has been fort­
ified since the Iron Age. Aerial photo­
graphs indicate the Iron Are raruparts 
although nothing is to be seen at ground 
level. • 

c· ~ 
Caves played an im~ortant part in the 

ancient religion of this island. i~o bert 
Graves, in "'l'h e '.':hi te Goddess", devotes 
several pages to the importance of 
Oracular Caves. he claims that the great 
long barrows at New Grange in Ireland 
were man-made caves which served both as 
tombs and as places of oracular inspir­
ation. "It seems likely," he says in 

. Chapter Vl, "tha t the original Caer Sidi, 
-~ • ./.. ·where the cauldron of inspiration was 

, , } _// housed, was a ·oarrow of the New Grange 
\~():~r;y .: ;.:~ sort, for these barrows were ~·ortr:sses 
~~-{~~!-<1,,c; • above and tombs below. 'l'he Irish 'Ban-
, ~//1' ' · shee' fairy is a Bean .Sidhe "Woman of 

(~ ti,~- \ the Hill 11 • As priestess of the great 
-~ dead Gi1e wails in prophetic anticipation 
. when.ever anyone of royal blood is about 

to die." 

Graves goes on to deal with the stone 
basins which are to be found inside the 
New Grange burials. He claims that they 

·IJ were used as receptacles in which bulls' 
-~-' blood via~ rrii:'ed wi t h water. 'l'he prie~tess 

drank this mixture and was then inspired 
and enabled to prophesy. Graves quotes 
from the book of The Dun Cow in order to 
substantiate his claim that blood was 
thus used in divination. Whether or not 
this was the case it cannot be den~ed 
that basins, and presumably their cont-

. ants, played an important part in all 
,,.,.:> ~-· ancient religions . .Solomon's Temple con-

10 



-tained the Molt ~n Sea and bronze cauldrons have 
been found in Minoan and Mycenean burials, while 
cauldrons of iron have been found in association 
with Belgic chariot burials. Stone basins occur 
at New Grange in Ireland and in the long barrow 
at La Hogue Bie in Jersey. Glastonbury, long ass­
ociated with the Grail, has a subterranean well 
beneath st. Mary's Chapel, as does Chartres Cath­
edral which also possesses at least one under­
ground chamber. Louis Charpentier, in his book, 
'The Mysteries of Chartres Cathedral', deals at 
great length with this underground chamber. At 
Delphi the platform on which the Oracular Temple 
of Apollo stood contained a void or large chamber. 
The small. Tholos at Delphi contains a shaft of 
unknown depth -- it is now filled with debris. 
finally, it should be remembered that the Holy 
of Holies in Soloman's Temple was a windowless 
chamber. 

I am pot going to state categorically that 
Carreg Cennen Castle was one of the enchanted 
castles of mythology, but the location of the 
castle, its limited strategic value, plus the 
Iron Age fort on the same site, to which we now 
add the cave with its natural stone basin, must 
certainly lead us to consider the possibility of 
Carree; (.;ennen havin r_: been a i!oly Place. 

there is one hint that the caGtle still had 
magical significance even in the late fourteenth 
century. I have already stated that the castle 
passed, thro u~h marriage, to Lfohn of Uaun t. Now 
it has been sugcested that John of Gaunt was 
an initiate into Sufi-ism. rie certainly used his 
political power to get ~ycliffe out of trouble, 
and it might be argued that one who, at that 
time, was willing to help a heretic would have 
been something other than a twentieth century 
free-thinker. ·Gaunt, having gained the castle, 
set in motion a m~sbive procramme of renovat­
ion, the accounts of which still survive. We 
rnust now ask ourr;elves why a fourteenth century 
ari sto era t, who owned so:ae of the most rnae-ni fi­
cent houses and castles in Bngland, should 
spend .sums of mo r:ey on a castle which was c1s 
:remote as it was uncomfortable. ··/ales at that 
time wa s quiet, and. there was no need for re­
conditioning of fortific&tions. Could it be 
that Caunt had it in mind to reuse the castle 
for sur,iething like its ori r:;inal purpose ? '!.'he 
;~ufi ,•, riters anJ poet ::; of the ~·.ir:ldle :•,ast often 
r e ferred to their :✓ociety .:i s 'The i. rotherbood 
of the Cave', and it is ~rnown tru,,t at ti,r,e.c3 in 
the past the ~ufiu used caveu for their rit­
uals; and that wa ter, symbolic or real, was 
alao of importance. 

I t is ~ossi ble thut research into c2ves 
siti,nted under otber c ;.:. stles in 1iritain r:iir.:;ht 
throw so@e li~ht on, or into, the cave at 
Carrug Cennen. vther subterranean chambers do 
exist, nw.iely at ·: in tas;el, Pembroke, Yestcr 
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Dover and Bristol. 

At Tintagel there is Merlin's Cave beneath the 
Causeway, and also a small passage, filled with 
debris, situated alongside the ruins of the Gieat 
hall, 'i'he Guide Book merely says of it that its 
purp<)se is unknown. 

At Pembroke there is a massive oval chamber 
whiGh can be entered by ~ay of a spiral staircase 
from the great hall or by a natural opening on to 
the riv~r. This chamber, which is completely natural, 
is usually described as having been used as a land­
ing place for supplies brought in by river trans9ort. 
~he chamber is called 'The Wo~an', an interesting 
name, for if we assu,ne 1..ha t the 'w' like the I v' can 
be substituted for a 1 h 1 , (this is a common feature 
in many languaGes), then we have the word 'boian', 
or perhaps 'bogey' from the ~elsh •Bwchi' or 
'Spirit', an odd nane for a landing stage! 

At Yester Cattle, in iast Lothian, there is a 
massive man-made cu bt erranean chamber with a fire­
place and a well. 'lh e chamber is vault0d with a 
magnificent ribbed vault and originally had a 
'gallery or floor at the level of the springing 
of the vault. ihis upper part was entered from a 
stairway outside the chamber itself. 1he chamber 
extends out under the curtain wall of the castle 
and tl1e chimney of the fireplace would have emerged 
on open land 30 feet outside the walls of the 
Gastle. One can only speculate as to the purpose 
of this room. Sidney 'l'Oy, in his book, 'Castles of 
Great Britain', claimed that the chamber provided 
an underground refuge in times of seige. But if 
this was its sole purpose why was it not construct­
ed wholly within the enceint of the castle? Toy's 
excellent plans and elevations of the castle and 
char,1bcr show that there was plenty of room within 
the Qastle bailey for such an underground room. 

At Dovar there are a series of passages cut 
out of the chalk. i hey extend from the inner bail­
ey, uader the mi dJle bai 1 ey, towards the Church of 
St. rary de Castro and its adjacent ~oman pharos. 
These passages are partly filled with debris and 
arc, for ~he most part, unexplored. It has been 
suggested that they are ready-made counter-mines 
to be used in times of seige. however, if ~enryll 
was so worried about the defences on t~e south side 
of the castle why did he not incorporate the church 
and pharos into the defences proper (this was act­
ually done later) instead of digging a series of 
passaGes of doubtful strategic value? 

A cave also exists under the Iron Age fort at 
Clifton, Bristol. This cave later contained the 
Chapel of St. Vincent which wus still in use by 
'divers Papists' after the Heformation. 

Needless to say, work will have to be done on 
all these castles with underground passages a.nd 
caves. ✓~hen I discussed the cave with Professor 

ll. 



Bowen of Aberystwyth University ~nd suggested 
that the Pendragons might do further r~search 
into the cave under Carreg Cennen, his opinion 
was that we were 'batting on a very good wicket'. 

As Professor Bowen is an eminent authority 
on ~-/elsh Geography and History we might do worse 
than take his advice! 
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By Marke Fawson. 
the Sheaf of corn forming part of Virgo 

'l'his is of particular interest for the follovring 
reasons:-

1) its outline is exceptionally clea rly mrlrked on the 
ground, 

2) it has a regular geometric shape, forming an • isos­
celes triangle, 

3) it helps to locate the centre of the zodiac, 
4) it strongly resembles the i'·utleigh triangle at 

Glastonbury, 
5) it locates another part of the zodiac. 

The evidence for the figure existing on the ground 
consists of the following, (see fi~ure l). 

a) Roads and tracks. 

l) The north side of the triangle is formed by an 
old road from Abei Bowlan to Caio, which is probably 
part of the Homan road from Llandovery to Dol-au-Gothi, 
where it juins Sarn Helen. 

2) Th e south east side forms part of an old track 
from Rhyd Ddu ( Black Ford), lyins to the north east of 
the tri&ngle, through Llansadwrn to the Towy north of 
Llangadog. From there it forms a side of the triangle 
south to Mynydd Llansadwrn. This track is unused now, 
but has been an important road in the past, with high 
banks on both sides in most parts, ditches and stone 
culverts. 

3) ~he south west side is formed by another track 
with high banks on both sides and a ditch on the lower 
side. 

b) Field 0oundaries. 
~hese are very striking in an area of irregularly 

shaped Celtic fields. From a bog within the triangle , 
three absolutely straight banks run out, one to each side 
of the triangle. 'l'he alignments of these banks will be 
dealt with under dowsing below. 

A line bisecting the apex of the triangle passes thr­
ough the serpent's head at Bwlch-cefn-sarth (the pass on 
the back of the serpent) and is followed . by the track for 
two .ripiles. 

ihe evidence from dowsing: All lines wer e dowsed from 
the six inch map, then from the one inch map. In the field 
they wer,a dowsed; the bearin6 of the swing of the pendulum 
was taken with a prismatic compass, corrected for magnetic 
variatio~ and transferred to the one inch map. The dowsing 
in the ·field confirmed the results obtained direct from the 
map. The dotted lines on figure 1 indicate these dowsed 
lines and the important sites through which each line pass­
es are also shown. 

Conclusions. 
1) The symmetry of the triangle and of the field bound­

aries within it is far too exact to be accidental. 
2) Part of the significance of the figure see~s to be 
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connected with places where the outline changes direct-
ion (the corners of the triangle), or where features such 
as field boundaries intersect, since it was at the se 
points that a reaction was obtained in dowsing. This was 
also found at other figures such as the mouth of Leo and 
the bows and stern of Argo. Therefore one of the functions 
of the .figures may be to mark the position of force centres. 
'rhe outline also seems to mark the position of force centres 
within 1t, such as the pond in Aries an d the cairns on 
Esgair Frai th, each of. which is in the position of the eye 
of the animal. 

3) The dowsed lines from one fi gure usually pass thro­
-ugh significant places in other fi~ures. An example of 
thiij is the line bisecting th a ~pex of the triangle. 
~bout a ~11~ t9 th~ so uth of tho triangle this passes th­
rough the highest point on the Llan\'7rda-Lampoter road, 
where it passes through Bwlch-cefn-sarth. It helps to 
loc~te the outline of the serpent's head, which is not 
described by Lewis Edwards. 

The Figure in Scorpio 

1) The .Scorpion itself. 'l'his is marked by woods shown 
on the one inch m3p, whi ch lie on the north, west and 
south s:)..opes of Pen Lifau. at 727394, with the possible 
exte,nsic,rn of the sting to C.:wrn-fran-fawr on the eastern 
side of the hill. 

2) 'l'he Eagle. This is marked by woodland between Caio 
and Banc-blaen-dyffryn, which is east of the Scorpion's 
head. 'lbe Eagle's claw touches the road east of Virgo's 
sheaf and the leg even has feathers coming half-way down 
it, which is correct for an eagle. 'l'he bird is hunched 
above th e serpent. In 'Initiation' Elizabeth Haich des­
cribes .Scorpio as follows: "'rhe sign of the ~:corpion­
bagle represents the great turning point when the craw­
ling worm (at Bwlch-cefn-sarth) is transformed into a 
high-flying eagle, redeemed, a being which has awakened 
and become conscious of its divine self. ~he worm-scorp­
ion must kill itself in order to become an eagle. 11 'l'he 
attitudes and relative positions of .the three figures 
fit this description as well as their individual shapes. 

3) ~he Serpent. See 3 above. 



THE STANZAS UF THE GRAV8S 

By R. D. Webs t er P~ 
Gwenan i·~v a ns 

The Stanzas of the Graves are to be found in The 
black Book of Carmarthen, one of the major early 
Welsh texts. They tell, in a very cryptic manner, 
thei wh1areabouts of the dead British heroes who 
fought against the Saxons, and tell 
the characters of these heroes. They are 
sometimes not very complimentary. For 
instance, Llew Llaw Gyffaes (one of 
the three major figures in the leg-
end behind Alan Garner's "The Uwl 
Service") was, according to the 
.Stanzas .. "a man that never gave the 
truth to any man." J\·:ore often than 
not, however, they tell of the prow­
ess, and sometimes cruelty, of the 
heroes. A good example of this was 
Cwthwch who, we are assured, "was 
vehement in the conflict '' and "while 
he wouict kill three, he would at the 
laugh" -- clearly a man who enjoyed 
his work! 

However, some of the stanzas are 
not so straightforward. Some seem to 
be riddles, often quite complex form­
ulas which, when worked out, may place 
an important grave much more precise-
ly than the stanza would at first seem 
to indicate. ~~r instance, ~tanza V 
tells · us " 'J:he grave of Geri l,ledyrlin 
is in the region of lten 1~glwys, In a 
rugged steep place: 'l'arw ·1.·orrnen t , in 
the enclosure of Carbal." Let us ana­
lyse t~e el~~ents of this statement. 
r~rstly hen Eglwys: this means old 
church. An6ther word for church is 
Llan; moreover Llan 11,eans enclosure 
or hc,nge. "In a n1ggeu steep placell 
would seem ( frow experience) to be a. 
fair description of any 5iven part of 
."/ales but l'arw Tor~aent is a little more 
speci fie. 

~ear the Usk Resevoir, just outside 
the 'Zodiac irea', we find a stream, 
the Nant Tarw, which, quite apart from 
its appearance in the Stanzas, is inter­
esting because it means 'stream' (nant) 
of the Bull (tarw). Yoreover, a ~atter 
or a few yards from the rarw lie two 
stone circles or hens es, the old church 
referred to in the stanza, and between 
the circles and the stream we find a 
large cairn. Thus it seems we might have 
found the grave of Ceri Gledyrlin close 
by the rwapsaint lodiac. 

l't 
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'i'his led us to believe tlrnt we might look 
fqrther at the Stanzas with regard to the places 
in or near the Zodiac Circle. This is a lengthy 
and ar,iuous task which involves highly circuit­
ous translations in and out of Jelsh, a good 
deal of map work and an intimate knowledge of 
Welsh Folklore. The work, therefore, stretches 
well into the future but we do have one or two 
oth<'Jr examples. 

Stanza XXXV informs us that the grave of 
~id~iwlch the tali is in the upland of Pen Nant 
'l'wrc;h . .!:-'en Nant 'iwrch ,nean8 the head, or source 
of the •rwrch stream. Blaen 'nvrch also means source 
of the twrch and Blaen Twrch i s a place in the 
north east 6orner of the Zodiac area. Moreover, 
at blaen Twrch there is a standing stone. ferhaps 
~dd1wlch the tall lies here. But our interest in 
the twrch does not end there. 

We have called this the 'Nild Goar• issue of 
Pendrason due mainly to the importance of thH 
legend of Arthur and his men hunting the wild boar 
all ove r the country. It is interesting here to 
note that overlooking the Cwm 'I.wrch (Valley of 

. the, :Coa:r ) wherein runs the stream we find v ✓ aun 
Cynydd, the moor of the huntsman. Thus the area 
is obviously well endowed as a part of this wide­
spread legend. This is borne out by the fact that 
near Llandovery, which lies just outside the south 
western corner of the Zodiac, there is a hill and 
clo~e by it a small village. rhe hill is called 
Pen Art l1 ur (Arthur's hill) And the villaee, 
Gwynfe, a contraction of Gwynafahyr (Guinevere). 

By no means all the graves mentioned in the 
Stanzas lie within the Zodiac area. For instance, 
the grave of Setthenin, the weak-minded, is be­
tween Caer Cenedin and the shore. This is a ref­
erence to the destruction of the semi-maritime 
settlement of Cantre'r Gwaelod. Setthenin, so runs 
the story, was guarding the walls of CaLtre•r 
Gwaelod ready to shut the dyke gates when the 
tide crune in, whilst in the settlement itself a 
great feast was under way. Setthenin was quite 
naturally tempted to partake of a little light 
refreshu1ent to relieve the tedium of his watch. 
Unfortunately, he became very drunk and forgot to 
close the gates against the sea. So it was that 
Cantre• r Gwaelod di.sappeared beneath the waves 
where it lies to this day just off the coast 
near Aberdyfi (Aberdovey). 

There is clearly a great deal of work left 
to do on these stanzas for there are, no doubt, 
many mysteries concealed in their cryptic phrases. 
Perhaps the one most immediate and relevant to 
this Society is Stanza XLlY which says 

II The Grave of March, the Grave of Gwythur, 
The Grave of Gwgawn Gleddyrswdd . 
A Mystery to the World, the Grave of Arthur~. 
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