
















































































"Some say that terrcr brought on a loss of mem-
ory and he was unable to give an account of his
adventure or where it occurred. But all agree that
Mrs, Spearman, the wife of another, more recent,
occupier of the Estate, had a dream in which she
saw a rich hoard of treasure among the ruins of
Sewingshields." This brings up the question of

the Sewingshields hoard, a vast treasure which is
also the subject of persistent legend. Although it
is most frequently said to be buried under or near
Sewingshields Castle, one tradition has it that the
treasure is at the bottem of nearby Broomlee Lough
(pronounced "luff" == Northumberland dialect for
lake), which gives the story an Arthurian ring.

An interesting legend concerns the building of
Sewinghields Castle., It is related by Sir Walter
Scott in "Harold the Dauntless", and tells how the
Druid Urien had seven daughters whom he wanted to
marry off, Seven suitors arrive, but all the daught-
ers want the same suitor, King Adolph of Bamburgh.
The daughters call on the Devil to help them, and he
gives each a spindle and distaff and tells them to
spin cut-c¢f-doors by moonlight.

"As light danced the spindles beneath the colad
gleanm,

The castle arose like the birth of a dream;

The seven towers ascended like mist from the
ground

Seven portals defend them, seven ditches
around."

Into this enchanted castle the daughters lure
the seven suitors, and then murder them except for
King Adolph, whom they then invite to live with them
in the castle; but he is horrified by their crime and
he in turn slays the seven daughters. He takes the
shields of the six murdered men and hangs them round
the walls, then adds his own shield and gives up his
rank to become a monk of St. Dunstan. Sir Walter Scott
has thus interpreted the name as "Castle of Seven
Shields", but it must be added that 'shield' i3 a con
mon name locally for a dwelling or settlement.

Other Arthurian legends are associated with Sew-
ingshields., It is said that one Cumin, a chief from
the wild north, -came to Arthur at the castle. Arthur
received-him with all friendship, and when Cumin went
away, Arthur gave him a gold cup as a token of peace.
But some of the retainers got to know of this and pur-
sued Cumin for the precious cup and slew him. Arthur
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the Rev. H.E. Savage recorded in 1912, "To the present
day in the district between Haltwhistle and Corbridge"
(i.e. the country roughly to the east and west of Hex-
ham), '"mothers still tell their children about Arthur
meeting his soldiers in a cave around a large stone on
which a sword is laid." Is there a connection between
the hillfort at the village of Fourstones on the Roman |
road called the Stanegate, and the Castle of the Four
Stones of Arthurian legend ? In country like this, such
speculation comes frequently and readily. |
Bamburgh Castle is one of the glories of Northumb- |
erland. It is built on a great rocky outcrop on the i
coast, dominating the ccuntryside to the rear, while to the
North, West and South it commands extensive views of
the coastline and the sea, including Holy Island and the
Farnes, The Norman keep has stood for eight centuries
but it is known to have been a royal citadel right back
to 547 AD. Excavations of the last two years have shown
that this natural fortress was occupied in pre-Roman
times., The castle was completely restored by the first
Lord Armstrong in the nineteenth century, and is still
lived in, though it is open to the public in summer,
Tradition states that this was the Joyous Garde of Sir
Lancelot, where Tristram brought Isaud when fleeing from
King Mark, and where Lancelot himself brought Guinevere
after rescuing her from public burning at Carlisle. The
Celtic name for the site was Din Guayrdi (or Din Guoaroy. )






















