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., Guess what --' Pendragon 1' is not immune to i nfl ation t An 
ann.uaL subscription of £2.00 ($'Zo50 for Ove r seas members, to 
in.elude new. rates of Air Mail postage) :is a minimum figur e to 
co ver our magazine costs. 

To simplify accounts, . all. subscriptions will now be du e on 
Hal1.owe 1 en.{ - -i ... e. Oct.ober 31st , annual1.y.) 
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We now have quite a number of members who no longer live 
in Bristol , but who are able to visit us from time to time. One 
such member called in not so long ago and found several Pen­
dragons still sitting around and discussing a somewhat heated 
argument which had taken place an hour previously. Our visiting 
member listened to both sides and then burst out laughing. 

"Splendid ! 11 said he. "Just like old times.- I'm glad things 
haven't changed . . .. I've never been able to stay with any other 
group or Society because, sooner or laterj someone has informed 
me firmly that t his or that is definitely true and I've got to 
accept it ..... I 1 ve belonged to the Pendragons for years and years 
simply because no one in it has ever tried to dictate to me what 
I should or should not bel i eve , nor that I should toe any party 
line. I shall go on being a Pendragon just so long as that prin­
ciple holds good," 

This little incident is related only because we want to make 
it clear that articles printed in this magazine do not always meet 
with the whole-hearted approval of all members, nor do they necess­
ari l y represent the total thinking of the Soci ety. Some members 
are unrepentantly sceptical about all zodiacs . Some sink mentally 
to ocean depth at the men tion of symbols. Some achieve almost in­
stant slumber at the mere hint of history; others suddenly rememb­
er urgent appointments when some archaeological topic arises . Yet 
each and every member is zealously enthusiastic about his or h~r 
own particular quest. 

It seems reasonable to assume that the interests of our 
readers are just as diversified, but we hope that everyone finds 
something i somewhere in this magazine to stimulate speculation, 
encourage research or suggest a new horizon. The particular enemy 
of the Gr ail , so we have read, is the sin of accidie -- the fail­
ure to maintain constant activity and enthusiasm: a relapse into 
passivity. Never let it be said that the 11 Pendragon" allowed this 
to happen! 

One of the most interesting events of the past few months 
was the visit of Mr . S tan ley Messen ger who came to give us a Talk 
on "The Albigensian Heresy" " Well 1 that was the intention, but in 
the event he really came to share with us his ~xperiences when, 
about 1948, he went with a friend to find the Chateau of Monsegur 
where the final capitulation took place. 

What none of us ha d realised previously was that the whole 
Albigensian episode did not end with the martyrdom at Toulouse. 
Behind the Chateau, as Stanley described to us, there is a valley 
pitted with caves , and in these caves many of the heretics took re­
fuge and hid for some time after the Chateau was taken and its 
defenders burned at the stake . In many of these caves signs and 
symbols were carved on the walls and can still be seen. One parti­
cular cave harboured 500 fugitives until they were discovered by 
the forces of the Inquisition, and walled up to _die. Henry of 
Navarre 1 s soldiers ultimately unsealed the cave and found the remains. 



We also learnt that the Albigensians' Faith an·d way of 
life were lon.g held and defended i .n Bulgaria, and in a secluded 
area of Spain the same kin.d of people stuhbornly de fended their 
comm.unity again.st all outside powers and influences for a very 
long timeo It was the remnants of this community that was fin­
ally liquidated by the Inquisitiono _. FQ!f the benefit of any mem­
bers of this Society who might like: to, · know more about these 
in.d ependent peoples our bookselling member has given us a list of 
bo ok titles. Here are some of them: 

Wi den gren, Go 
Obolensky, D. 

Runciman, S. 

Holmes , E. 

Madaule, J. 
Olden bourg, Z. 

Mani & Manichaeism .... Weidenfel d & Nicolson,1965. 
The Bogomils, a study in Balkan Neo-Manichaeism, 

Hall , 1972. 
The Medieval Manichee , a study of the Christian 

Dualist Heresy, CoU. P . 1947. 
The Holy Heretics ; th e story of the Albigensian 

Crusade , Wa tts, 1948. 
The Albigensian Crusade, Burns & Oates, 19 67. 
Massacre at Montsegur, 1961. 

Mr. Messenger was a stranger to us when he came (except 
to the l o cal member who introduced him) but he left as a friend 
and we hope it will not be too long before he is able to come 
and visit us again. 

* * * * * * * 

Bristol's prosperity, as we all know , grew up on its fac­
ilities as a port, it's Society of Merchant Venturers, the skills 
and labours of its various Guilds, not to mention its other comm­
ercial interests such as Wills , the cigarette manufacturers and 
the famous Bristol Blue Glass . 

Amongst those Guilds was a Weavers' Guild, and the Weavers 
had a special chapel of their own in the old Temple Churche It is 
well known that heretical refugees found sanctuary in such Guilds. 
In Bristol we still have a l a rge paper-making business which is 
relevant to the ma tter aboveo 

Two books , "The Lost Language of Symbolism" Volumes l & ·2, 
were published in 1912 but are s till available in libraries. The 
author, Harold Bay1ey, put forward a hypothesis which was not 
wholly acceptable at that time, but whi ch was substantiated later 
by further research. Ee maintained that the great paper-making 
businBss e s were established by heretical refugees, and that the 
water-marks (now merely commercial ) were originally symbols of 
deep religious significance and f ormed a means of communicatio.n" 
and encouragement amon gs t groups and sects that had become wide­
ly dispersed throughout Eu ro p e . 

Many of the symbols illustrated in these volumes go far 
further back in history than the Christian era, an d often refer 
to mythol.ogies and legends generally, and not so generally, 
known~ 

Wasn't it Mrs . Browning who said, 11 Out of books he 
taught me a ll the i gnorance of men" ? Maybe there comes a time 
when Truth can best be conveyed from one mind to another by 
means of symbols. 



BY WAY OF BEACHEY HEAD 

By Chris Turner. 

I would like to elaborate a little on a remark Imade dur­
ing my recent f lying visit to Bristol and which squeezed in 
as a last-minute footnote in the last edition of' 'Pendragon' . 
Fo r those who missed either the issue or the footnote, I sug­
gested that the upper reaches of the Thames (correctly known 
as the Isis) may retain in its name the identity of the great 
Egyptian goddess who had a temple in London and possi ly was 
an element in the Roman name of the river, which was Tamesis. 
The temple has not , alas, been discovered but that there was 
such a temple is beyond dispute. An intact , ten-inch-high jug 
of earthenware was found in So uthwark (the oldest London boro­
ugh you will be told repeatedly by anyone who comes from there) 
bearing an inscri ption rather like "Nicked from Joe's Cafe" 
which can be foun d to-day on similar items in eating- and drink­
ing houses in the same borou gh. The inscription on the jug, of 
early 1st cen tury dat e , r un s as follows : "Londinii Ad Fanum 
Isidis", Le , In London at the Temp le of Isis o It contains one 
of the earliest references to the City in Roman times . The fact 
o f a temple to an Egyptian d eity is not unusual durin g the Rom­
man period, particularly one dedicated to Isis who enjoyed great 
p resti ge in the Roman world. Indeed , processions in honour of 
Isis a r e recorded in Cyprus as late as the 12th Century. 

Staying wi t h things Egyptian for a few minutes but shifting 
the emphasis, l et us take a quick look at t he Great Pyramid. Much 
interest is being shown of late in the medi ta ti ve and preserv.a ti ve 
q uali t i .e s of the shape of the Pyramid applied to such things as 
transcendental tents a nd razor blade sharpeners . I have received a 
number of queries from people wishing to construct such items for 
their own amusement or edification . A recent glossy Supplement has 
aggravated th e situation somewhat by gi ving detailed instructions 
on constructions and at the same time leavin g out vi tal data, with­
out which the whole exerci s e becomes meanin gless . From such da ta 
as was provided, I ha ve a rrived a t a set of figur e s which may be 
useful to those wishing to explore th e matter further . In defer­
ence to the boiler-room staff of 'Pendragon' who have to cut the 
stencils , these are shown on a separate sheet as Table 1. The pre­
mise at the heart of the matter is tha t twice the height of the 
Pyramid divided into the sum of the four base line s gives areas­
onable value for pi . Man y esoteric, not to mention hyiteric , reas­
ons have be en given for this , but f or now I will con fine myself ·t o 
the basic p remis e an d comment later . The two triangles in the 
Table represent, fir s t ly a s ection th ro ugh the Pyramid from the mid­
point of one side to the mid-poin t of the opposite side , and second­
ly the plan of on e of the faces of the Pyramid. The line s a ( half 
base ) a nd h (hei ght o f face) are common to bo t h $ The value we are 
looking for ism ( the corne r ridges of the Pyramid) . Most of you 
may accept my figure s in the certain kn owledge that the rest will 
b e ri goro usly che cking th em. I am sure that any erro r in the math 
wil l be brought to my attention in the next edition. The upshot of 
the calculations is that in orde r to construct a trua Cheops-type 
Pyrami d, you need four identical triangles with a base of2 (2 any­
thin gs , feet, centimetres , cubits ) and 2 equal side s of 1. 90293 of 
t he sam e . . ·,J.1:Ls s ho uld produce a Pyramid the snm of whose four bas~ 
lines divided by twice its height will give p i. My only co~ment.is 
t hat the real-life edifice gives a pret ty good value for pl (which 
so far as we know was not a ccurately comput ed by anyone until the 
fourth century B.C., and never by th e Egyp tians themse lves . Simil­
arly, my fi gure f or the proportion of si de to base is a pretty 
go od value for 2 . Neither values are exact , both are close approx-



-ima ~ions . I am inclined to think that the architec t s of the 
fortieth century B.C. intended to mak e the si de s of t h e Pyramid 
e quilateral , but by an error undetectable e x cept by modern inst­
ruments , fell short by a margin , which by itself ver ·- small , was 
enough to bring in the mystical and transcendental pi i f, six 
thou s and yea rs later , enough time was spent divi di ng vne lot of 
mea su~em ents by another. This explanation is obviously too simple 
an d, i f accepted , would take a lot of fun out of Pyramids and it 
wi l l no doubt be rejected by pundits and enthusiasts ali k e. 

Leaving Pyramids but staying with triangles , let us move on 
to the Equilaterals of Gower as reported by Ro ger Webster in the 
las t issue. I have also doodled over maps of the Gowe r with diff­
e r en t but complementary results. The link lies i n the use of three 
poin t s. Three p oints will obviously define a t ri angle , but with 
equal c e rta inty 1 al though not so o bvio us l y , th ey will define a 
circle. On any t hree poi n t s (not on the same straight line) a 
circl e ma y be constructed that will pas s t hrough them. If this 
pri nci pl e i s applie d to the Gower p eni nsula , s electing three points 
of a similar period and constructing th e circle de fine d thereby , the 
r e sul t i n g fi gure will be found to overlay several other sites of a 
lik e na ture. Regrettably , I no longer have the detai ls of these ex­
periments which were lost when I emi g rated to Wales. If , however , 
a ny P en dragon mem be r has two or three spare copies of a Gower map 
I shal l be pl ease d t o continue the work and pass on findings. The 
circul a r a s p ec t s eem s more relevant at this t im e . There is an in­
crea sin g awar eness of the curvi linear nature of e a rly monuments 
bo t h l arg e an d sma ll by way of mazes , zodiacs, henges etc. Many 
si tes o f p o ten tial i mportance are overlooked , I am sure, because 
they neither fall i n a l i ne drawn between other points nor form 
p a rt of a rec t i linear figure but are part of a circle . 

Th ere is a dan ger in circles , however . As with oth er cross­
country fi gu r es 1 the s cale must be watch e d carefully. I once wat­
ched an acquaintance labori ously tryin g to construct a circle of 
significant poi nts which woul dn't quite work whichever way he tried. 
I'm afraid 1 hadn ' t the heart to point out that he was trying to 
transcribe a t wo hundred mile diamet e r circl e on a Mer ca tor Pro j­
ection. Except on very small a r eas , it is no t possible to repres-
ent part of the surfa ce of a globe on to a flat sh eet of paper 
without distorti on. If his cir cle e xist e d , it coul d never be drawn 
as such on a fla t map , on l y on a globe , simply because the scale 
was too l arge. Strai gh t l in Es , unless t hey run north- south on a 
Mercators Projection suffer t he same distortion. 

Circles and c u rves a re al s o astro nomicol o gical and there is 
increasing evidence for a connec t i on between the arrangements of 
ancient monum ents with the vault of he a ven. If , as has been sugg­
ested, a d eep er e s oteri c kno wle dge i s hi dden in the ~e arrangements, 
perhaps it would b e fruitful t o look at an aspect which has been 
so far n eglected. Many peop l e beli eve t ha t the mo vements of the Sun 
an d Moon an d t he cons tella ti ons of the zo diac are integral in many 
extant a nci en t monuments a n d g r oups of features. Is it not reason­
able to a ssume t hat t h e paths of th e planets are simila rly plotted? 
Ho wev er , as the sta rs are , to all intents and purpo s es, fixed they 
ma y be s h own a s fi x ed points on th e gr ound, but a s the planets can 
b e s een to move throu gh the ni ght s k y a fixe d point is not suitable 
f o r a t e rres t ial representa tion . The only recognisable way a p lanet 
could be repre s en te d wo ul d be by a ci r cular arran g ement of sites 
signifyin g its orbit . We all know that a planetary orbit is ellip­
tical but the ellipticity o f plan e tary orbits is so slight that I 
feel it may be i gn o red in this instance. Now , the orbits of the 
planets may be represented by a number of concentric circles, the 
r adii increasing in a set ratio expre sse d by a f o r mula known as 
Bode's La w. Th e ori gi nal a pplication was to express the orbits of 



the planets in Astronomical Units (Earth orbit radius) but I 
have extended it to show the proportions of any orbit t o any 
other orbit of the inner six planets and as teroi .d belt (Table 2/~e~ 
Briefly, the Law con.sists of taking 4, addin g to it 3 multi.plied V "' 
by one of a series of binary numbers in the Si::q_uence 0 , 1 ,2,4,8 . . . n 
and dividing the product by the value of the same operation for the 
position required as a base. To caltulate the proportion of Jupi t-
er' :3 o r-bi t to that of Mar s , for example,_ Corbit 6 to 4), the top 
lin.e of t h e f o rmula becomes 4+ ( 3xl6 ( 6.th • n binary s equence)) di-
v l d 01 by 4+ (3x4 ( value of 4th orbit))= 3.25 so t he orbit of 
J upiter is 3.25 times as great as that of Mars. This can be verif-
ied by the Table. The application I h ave in mi n d is this, that 
s hould any of our map-scri bing fra ternity find h e has two cone en t-
ri c ci r cles on his hands , he should divide the radiu s of the one by 
t hat of the other (it doesn't matte r which way r ound it is done). 
If the resulting value is to be fou nd in t he Table, then it may be 
an indication of the di scovery of two of a set of planetary radi~-
and by fol. lowing the column up a n d down he can plot where other such 
radii o ught to lie . The only remaining action is to scribe such 
radii on to his map and see what happens. Another example: if the 
two radii are divided and the result is, say , 5.2 , then it appears 
tha t the two circles represent the 3rd and 6th orbits (Earth and 
Jupiter). I f the circles reall..y ~o rep re sent planetary orbits, then 
two more circles should be found .inside the smaller at 0 . 4, and 
0.7, t wo mo re between the original circles at 1.6 , and 2 ~8 times 
the s ~aller a nd possibly several more o utside .h e l a r ger at val-
ues you should now be able to work ou t for yourselves. 

It occurs to me that the much-derided i dea of the Ancients t hat 
there we re only four elements is perhaps not s o daft aft e r all. If 
one substitutes the word •states ' f or 'element s' 1 then Ea rth, Air, 
Water a nd Fire represent the four states of matter, name l y s o lid, 
liqui d, gas and energy . I think th ere might be a moral in t here 
somewhere on the lin e s o f woods an d trees. 

TABLE 1 

Four times base divided by twice height.=.,.,. 
Th ere f ore twice base divided by height :::: n 
Therefore four times half- base di.vided by heigh t =TT 

b 8 
Fig 1 : Section 
through Pyramid . 

Fig.2: Plan of Side. 

a=½ base 

~­Ti- X 

If a ~ l,then x=4 =1.27324 
f1 

a=l (given) 
h=l .61899 (see above) 

m=-Vl+ l.6J 899 = 1.90293 



ANOTH ?R BRI TI SH MY .S 'l'El?Y 

b y Hea t h a r ·.Vhi te o 

I n Vo 1, 6, Nu, 2 J f " Pendragon" Ch r is Lo vegro v e reviewed a 
book co.l led " '.['h e Bi.ack Ho r s em en " by .S, G. Wi l dma n , This is a p urely 
f a ctual book bu t , a s s o o ft e n hap~2ns i n t hi s my sterious island, 
myst erie~ ha ve com e to wr eathe themsel v e s r oun d t h e se fa ct s to p r o ve

1 
0 rice a gai n, that " A f ac t can never be a nything mor e t han a part ial tru th" . · 

Th e t hesi s o f t hi s book, as Chri s e xp lai ned 11is no less t han thctt 
th e narn e " Bla ck hor s e 11

, giv en t o an i n n , i s o r igj_nally con nec t ed with 
th e sto ri e s o f L i ng Arth ur and h j.s Kni ght s . . ,. ,Th e fact is t h is: th e 
regi on s w.iere • he • Bl ack Ho r se ' i s a common r. 3.m€ fo r a pub lic ho u s e a re 
th0se 1'Pgi crs wh ere t h e earlJ s et t lem ents c f t he Anglo-Sa xon s r ec eive d a 
s0 t- h3.ci-<: •• ", '.['h i s r e s istance ma y h av e been the ·N0rk o f man y leade r s at 
J ifferdnt :imes; but a plausi le case (des ribed in th e main tex t ) can 
be made ouL f o r i rl Pntifyi n g t h e twelve battl es o f Ar t h u r , repo rt ed hv 

Nennius 1 for plac ?~ ,n t h i s bo r d e r . . , . roro a comp l e t ely di f f e r ~.t 
.~ngl e , h ere is e ver;;- r·eason to be l i ev e t ha t Ar th r ' s h o r ses were d e s ,­
cende d fro~ ~riesi an and Fell ponies, both of which ar e bl ack ; t h e y 
a lone a t t hat ti~e could h ave prove d a stock capabl e o f goo d cava l r y 
worK ; t h e on .· y l e gend wh i ch men t ion s t he co l o u r o f Ar thu r 's hors es 
,.Sii<lu 1_ Hil1) d.e s c ib e s them a .s bein g -lack . .. Arthur s et u p a front-
..i..e~· wh i c_ :::.s .regu.Jar•ly ps.t1 ·clled ; and buffer stat e s ,,rn r e s e t p be­
tvr een i an :.,he J&~'on ~-:..:;. ns-ioms. 11 

rn . c~ m;:-.iri arg:: ·11t:L t c .._ t h e book wa s t ha t thu se i nn s whi ch wer e 
ral~ed Black H~~s~ lnr s we r e t h se whi ch wer e occupi ed by, o r gua r d e d 
uy, A~thu~ ' s men and woul d Lcrmally be regar ied a s s ~ f e l odgin g l l ac es 
for Bri • ons c: - t ha, time wh G ,,,rnre t r yin g to eva de a ny Saxon s who mi gh t 
be ar·oun l e 

L1 ust rec::ntly 'be i1. a.g2:::irc:' " Co unt ry L:'..fe " pub l i s he d. a l on g 
.a rticl e en ;.j_ t..,_ed, 11 ':::'h e Van i G 1i.n g Hor s e o f Bu sh Eo we" by Guy Raglan d 
Ph i l lips. lt see~s that th eie i s 1 in what u s ed t o ba t he We s t Ridi ng 
o Yorks hi re ) a p iva~e h o us e whi ch h a s, ove r it s doo rwa y , a larg e 
·arvi~g 0 f a heral~ic bl~c k h~~se, A ravc~ler rr ~ght weil t hi n k th e 
fwu.s was-- n D'1 1 nd :~(' i.t. us0,d l,0 te 1 u .. not any 1::mger • 

• 11 Ti'lE: v,tc,2..e /2 '. r·e' h Of -:-1:.a: .•~iadj " wri t S •, ,. . Fi1:i.llip,._, 1 
11 bu t 

spr~cla-ly :!1,:• ) 1··~-•::ie,e, i ,, .sut,jsc t. • ,._, a pscul.' a;:' ,:c:tl',/;8r t;, t1'."av2llG':' s ~ 
r a rtLcul~rly ~~ ~~G ~; the El 3 CA Boi e, the each-dic~e of th 9 Ga els, 
ilr . wate:n"':'ke_p.ie, the i c1-:i e, who a rp e a r s jn a ~,w:!.. :1 klin g o f a n eye 
a.r:'.:l dra p;s ~ou :t_,v,. :..r:l:" tho deepc::st. 00:. o f ':h e ri ver . " 1n t h e porch 
of Ca pp elthwaite Hal i 1 i ~ t hiq a rea 1 t ~ e re used to han g a do bbi e­
s~on e --~ f a ~~l y l1rgj piec e o f s'one with a ~at ~ral hol e t hro u gh i t . 
It 's pti rpo ... ,e i s 1;c keep a do; bie , l i. S "' vera l the r lar e; e h ouses i n 
lhe di str · t.:t s ~ill llav e do bbie s tone s . On e o wner sai ,1 7 "It ke ep.J the 
£H a ck Horse ou : II anc re 'u s e d to sel l vrh ~n an o f fer was ma d e, 

A,l h ese JobbiP 6tone= a re o n ancien t t r acks leadin g to a 
s ingle point , a nd this point ia not very fa r from th e r uins o f P end ­
t ·ac0ri Cast.lo which '.VO h::i. · e dis c us s e d befo r e. 'l1h e 1r.rri ter go es on :" ., 
". ~p th e :1a. ley of t h8 Lo 1S Ri gg neck y o.,_, can s e e, high np on t h e 
e;·'..o p ,CJs r;..f ~,ush Ho we, th e vas Bl a ck H rs e him self . Ma ny lo .a l peop le 
~e em n ot Lo 'iks t o 1:, al k about h im . Some pret end t h e y ha v e n ev er 
~eard o f hi- · H i s not men t i on ed in a n y o f th e lo cal to po g r a phi e s . 
B<1 h e unmis~aka "ly da:idn a t s his valley r j_gh t do wn to t he main r o a d • 
. . . . Mr s . ackso:n, 0 • Ca l e t h waite Ha l l , di d n ot min d t 1:3- lking abou;t 
rnm , bu 1:, sh e lau gh ed at a r ai s ed cam e ra. " Th at 's th e thin g y ou can 



photo graph, 11 sh e said. 
_ "In fact, I was speaking to her on the seven th trip made to 
photo graph him. As we pulled up at the foot of Lo ng Rigg Beck, t here 
w~s the Black Horse in full view and in brillia nt sunlight. By the 
time the camera was out, focussed and poised, clouds had come up 
fr om nowhere and obscured him. The question is, does he really exist? 
Is he a phantom, or a figure carved by ancien t man, or a chance shape 
of scree? At Sedburgh, some people say that once you have seen the 
Black Horse, you never pass by without l ookin g fo r him. Some people 
say he might be a ma r ke r of Arthurian Resistance to the White Horse 
Saxons •••• Some say th ey don't beli eve in him. They might all be 
parltly right . The figure is as elusive as Baron e ss Orczy's Scarlet 
Pimpernel. 11 

Welsh historians have noted tha t the Bl ack Ho rse stands just 
short of the southern bo rder of Rheged. "Uri en, King of Rheged, was 
one of the Kings of the North who invaded Wales by sea in the late 
6th century. Urien's Court Bard, Taliesin , in a poem referred to 
rthe famous Black Horse of the Seas', and in the ancient Welsh Triads 
the same animal is mentioned more than once as 'The Bl ack Horse of 
the Seas belonging to Elider Mwynfawr , who carried seven and a half 
persons on his back from Benllech in the North to Benlle ch in An gle­
sey. (The half person was the one who swam with his hands on the 
horse's crupper.)" 

The writer of the article says t ha t the Black Horse is 120 yds 
long and 100 yds deep. There is no mistake; once you know he is there 
he dominates even when he can't be seen. On his si x th visit to the 
ancient trackway the writer wriggled out on to a shoulder of Fell 
and the horse was distinctly there. On the summit of the hill where 
Yorkshire and Cumbria meet, he was suddenly down below and quite near 
at hand. Then the writer slid down a grassy slope and when he looked 
again the Horse had disappeared --"nothing but acres of scree and 
jumbled piles of stones, 11 

The Horse us ed to be regularly weeded and cleaned by boys from 
Sedbergh School , but now the ve ge tati on is overgr owing it. A Mrs . 
Roslin-Williams , who lives in the area , urged the Department of the 
Environment to pro tect it as an ancient monument. The official view, 
howev.er , is that any maintenance should be a local concern rather than 
a governmen t one, and this is not really surprising because, when the 
Man from the Ministry went to visi t the area ~ the Black Horse proved 
el us:'. v e. Perhaps some Pendragon membe:r would l ike to take a short 
holiday in that area and send us a repo rt? Th e owners of Pendragon 
Castle, Mr . and Mrs. Frankland , live at Kirby Stephen an.d might know 
something abou t the Horse. Mr. Raven Frankland is the son of that 
Mr. Frankland who wrote the Arthurian novel , "Bear of Britain" a 
long time ago. 



THE NEW CAMELO'I' 

By ,John Brook. 

:For many years there has been a controversy as to which, 
i n fact , of the many European nations first discovered the Nor th 
American con tinent. Eric the Red was the first person to be cred­
i .t ed with the achievement. 'I'his has now been disproved. A further 
theory ascribed the discovery to some Irish monks and St. Brendan. 
It is now suggested that the Welsh actually achieved it. 

Bo th the Irish and Welsh theories have a certain support. The 
P~oo~ required to sustain either claim has been, hitherto, noticeably 
mi ss1.ng. Actually ~ near-proof exists though none ~ appa rently~ seems 
to have recognised it. 

Before discussing the "proof" it is necessary to decide the 
approximate period in which the event took place. As is well known, 
during the Vortigern period many British families left this country 
to settle in Armorica~ This trend was more or less reversed after the 
advent of Ambrosius Aurelianus (the Great.) However, after the death 
of Arthur (542) and, certainly, the death of Caninus Aurelianus, 
emi grati on began again. During this period, not only did families and 
bodies of fighting men leave the country for Armorica but also they 
went farth er a.field to Byzantium; some troops enrolling in the armies 
of Belisarius. There would have been little difficulty in obtaining 
transport as ships 1 built to the design of the Classis Brittanica, 
Atlantic squadron would have been available. 

It was onJ.y after the battle of Dyrham that ships would have be­
en con fined to Dumnonia and, possibly 1 the present Wales. It is ad­
mitted that a ship or ships could have left for foreign parts after 
Dyrham but, as will be shown later, it is more probable that the 
voyage to the New Wor ld took place at the earlier period. 

· It is felt that few members will have studied the development 
of the North America.n Continent; certainly not the distribution and 
development of the various tribes. In view of what follows they are 
s trongly recommended to do so. The period 500 to 700 is the most 
enlightening. Up to about 500 the Mahicans and Abenaki dwelt side by 
side along the Eastern seabord to the East of the Appalachian mount­
ains. From t hat time onward the tribes throughout North America were 
affected by a most traumatic experience. About 557 the Mahicans sudd­
enly left their hunting grounds and settled for many years in the 
Ohio valley. It would seem that both the Abenaki and the Mahicans 
were deadly enemies; the Mahicans usually having the worst of it. It 
would have taken some major event to induce them to leave their trad­
itional area. The distance they trav elle d is immense and far removed 
from everything to which they were accustomed. 

It is necessary to examine th e area in which, for nearly 200 
years, they settled. The type of land was diff erent, bein g mainly 
plain as oppos ed to forest. It was well-watered and capa ble of supp­
orting massi ve herds of buffalo . Indee d , for those who were accustomed 
to living un der such conditions, it wa s ideal. Had, therefore, there 
not been some powerful influence at work it is inconceivable that a 
f orest tribe would have moved to such a place. 

Almost in the centre of the area above described is a plateau 
that, to the south-east, has promontory of consi de rable size bo~nded 
on o;e side by the little Miami River. A full description of this 
site can be read in the American history of the period referred to 
above. The sumrni t o f the promontory is complet ely encircled by dry 
stone walls; all re-entrants being car e fully covered. At all the 



angles th e wal l s hav e been carefully rounded after the Roman fash-
ion ( see details of t he "Cas tles" of Hamsterley, Co. Durham). Th e 
main ~mt ran ce is f rom the pla teau. It is , or rath er wa s , most im­
pressive. Th e causeway was pav e d and passed between two (c eremo n i al?) 
Pillars be f ore en tering the massive towers(?) be t ween which hun g 
the ga t es. Both towers a re so design·ed a s to accomodate guard-rooms. 
The huge fortress to wn ha d been constructed i n t wo parts, th e earli er 
being at the fa r end of th e promontory and divided from the nearer 
by a narro w neck of land equally well fortified. As the stt tlement 
grew s.o th e second part of the promontory was incorporated and fort­
ified; the cer emoni a l entrance bein g c onst r uc te d even later. It would 
seem that modern American excavation has b e en on a ve ry limited scale 
and a ma jor " Wheeler" type effort would be needed to e xpose thesec­
rets of the place. 

After the main fortre ss was completed addi Eo n al, thou gh 
smal ler , fortresses were constructed further south down th e Mississ­
ippi River; all are of a similar desi gn. It is of pe culi a r interest 
to note the construction of all these f ortresse s bears no resenbl ance 
to a ny other work un dertak en throu ghout the whol e of t he American 
Continent. In deed, to those who know South Cadbury and th e "Castlen 
it woul d seem t hat they were seeing a projection of them. 

It i s sugges ted that some s hi ps of the At]anti c Squadron ach­
ived t he passage of the Nor th At lanti c makin g a l andfall s om e where 
near Rhode Island. 'I'hey joined forces with the Mahicans and decided 
to move inland. It is po ssible, lkke the Spaniards after them, t hey 
managed to bring hor ses with th em. Havin g discovered the present site 
of "Fort Ancient" th ey recognised it a s a potenti al. he w Ca me lo t and 
t ook appropriate action. Then, s ome g en erations l ater , for some rea-_ 
son unknown , the whole design crumbled. The Mahica ns returned to t hei r 
h omeland where they remained thereaf t er. Who knows but what it was 
their contact with the Eomano-British that encoura ged them to throw 
in their lot with the British durin g the Franco-British wars of the 
ei gh teenth century. 

* * * * * * * 

SPECTRUM 

ls a new occult magazine featuring articles 
on astrology, tarot , magic, UFO' s ~ t he Old 
Religion, A tlan tis , the British !Vlyste r i es, 
f olklore etc, etc. Bi-mon t h l y. Illu strated. 
Send 35P for sample copy or only .f,2.00 for 
six i ssue s . Order from ; Bywood Publicati ons, 
6 2 Hi gh Street , Croydon , Surrey, CR9 2U T, 

****·*** 

"A FOR ARTHUR" or 

The History of The Pen dragon Society. 

Available to all Brits a t 30P , posta ge within the Island, llP . 
To Overseas Members at 19 Cents, pos t age 11 Cents. = 30 Cents . 

Stocks limited at present, so please Order Early. 

* * * * * * * 



CORRESPONDENCE PAGE 

From: S.E . Close , 10 Sandbourne Avenue, Merton Park, La nd.on, sw 19. 

The letter by Bob Craig regarding the Langport episode was all­
uded to in the long letter which I sent when I ori ginally applied for 
membership. The extract, from the Black Book of Carmarthen , reads : 

"Sa w I of Arthur I s 
' Brave men hewing with steel. 

Men of the Amherawdyr , Director of Toi l. 
At Longborth, there fell of Gereint's 
Brave men from the borders of Dyvnaint, 
And ere they were slain, they slew." 

.. Here was a cla ssic case of a detachment of Arthur's army ass­
isting an allied king and meeting with a disaster; in his book , 'The 
Bear of Britain' , Frankland indicates that this possibly occurred 
during the latter part of the period when , the Saxon. threat for the 
moment in a beyance, Arthur was experiencing the beginning of that 
problem wi,th the Celtic chiefs which ended with Camlann. 

Frankland's villains are Conan of Gwent, and Vortipore of Dyfet, 
but it could well have been a Saxon raid coming up the Parrett. 

Another extract states:- 111 was there when Lacheu fell; 
Arthur's son well schooled in song. 11 

Arthur's title , Director of Toil , could well refer to the Cad­
bury defences and possibly to the Wansdyke, as well as works so far 
undi scovered. 

Mr . Craig's "first" Arthur would appear to refer to Uth er Pen­
dragon, and you may recollect that I postulated the theory that Uther 
might have been descended from a Roman signifier, even to the extent 
of the bear's mask worn in action by signifiers of the Northern legions. 
This too could have been the origin of the Red Dragon. 

I cannot help thinking that the remains of some o f Arthur's sold­
iers were discovered on the slopes of Uffington Castle during an ex­
cavation some years ago. The bodies were buried "in a Christian post­
ure" accordin g to the report, facing the East --the direction from 
which the .enemy had come; since chalk is an excellent preservative, it 
might be we l l worth further investigation, as this was the area of 
Badon Ki 11. 

( We are grateful to Mr. Close for his letter, not only because 
it is informative but because it il lustrates some of the difficult-
ies of running the Pendragon Society. There was once a generation of 
Pendragons that read Frankland's book and took an interest in Pendrag­
on Castle (now in the ownership of the author's son) and remembered 
the passage in "King Arthur's Avalon" which covers the same incident. 
But that generation has almost completely vanished from the ranks as 
marria£e/profession/circumstances hav e wafted it away from our immed­
iate circle. Every few years we find ourselves with new Questers, new 
interests , or new members reminding us of topics which we --the orig­
inal members of 16 years ago --have almo st forgotten. For those who 
are interested in the historical Arthur and his battles we would like 
to tell them that Mr. Close now has some very interesting, exact and 
accurately-modelled little figures which we hope to see for ourselves 
one day when he can bring them to Bristol for exhibition. Anyone in­
terested in such models should get in touch with Mr. Close ..•. Ed:) 

From Roger Rehm, 1119 Fernwood Street, West Sacramento, Calif.95691. 

I thought that the woods of Broceliande of Arthurian legend were 
a literary invention or if they had existed or did still exist were 
no longer an i den ti fiable site. In "Forgot ten Worlds" by Robert 
Charroux, Popular Library Paperbacks , USA p.158: 

Miracles in the Broceliande Forest. 
The oaks of the Celtic forest had the privilege of letting the 



sacre d mistletoe grow on their branches. The great c e remony that 
took ~lace on the consecrated date, th e Druids wen t out to cut the 
mistl etoe with a sickle. 

In our t i me. oaks wi th mistletoe have inexplicably become ex­
tremely rare . Despite an active search , I was losing hope of ever 
findin g one when , almost by chance , my friend Henri Rouron told me 
that he h ad one in the Jo l lan drie Wood, five miles from th e town o f 
Charroux. It may be the on ly one left i n France. I t ha s two trunks , 
its turf of mistletoe is abo u t si xty feet abo ve the ground and has a 
diameter of at least five feet. 

E. Coarer-Kalondan, who is a Drui d, has wri tten to me concern­
ing Merlin's Ct ep s : 

"I regret that t he ba d c onditio n o f my legs n ow mak e s i t im­
possible f or me to wa l k three-q uar ter s of an hc ur o n a path full of 
holes , mu d r u d~ l es , and t hick weeds; oth e rwi se I wo ul d have i nvit ed 
you to a cc om pany me to that extraor dinary fount ~in. I f yo u h ad a?c­
epted that i nvitati on I would have advised you To t~ke a good rain­
coat and, when we reached the pl a c e, I wo uld have r itually poured 
wate r on Merl in's Steps. In less than half-an-ho u r a torrential rai n 
woul d have fallen on us. 

"My Druid friends and I h a ve already saved the Fo rest from f ire 
four times dur i ng periods o f s evere drou gh t, by proceeding in th e 
p roper manner. 

nin th e past, the Lo rds o f Pontuz, or Pontus, did the same ; 
then it was the r e cto rs of Tr eo rantec. Sinc e the Revolution 1 it has 
been the ini tia ~ ,· o .. ' Gel tism who r. a ve taken up -r.he tor ch. 

"I can s1~eak ca te go ri cally on this su b ·e c t . T have pers on a lly 
per forme d tho r i t e , t hou gh I admi t that I do not un J e rstan d how it 
works or the r liysical laws that govern it . 11 

As a Druid, ~ - Coarer-Kalondan does no t lie; and even if t h e 
~ains wer e f J rtui to us, we wo ul d have t o ackno wl edg e that the old 
Celtic gcds a r e st ran gely favoura ble to them. 

All t his is in the province of Brittany, Franc e. The transla­
tion by Lowell Blair i s co Dy ri ght by Wal k er and Company. The book i s 
copyri gh t by -,_i L,icn _r; !:'ob ::-r t I , ,➔. f font. 

(A few years ago I received a picture post card of t h e Forest 
o f Brocelian de f rom a P endragon memb e r who wa s on holiday there, so 
I have not dou bted its existenceo,.,It is true that one rarely sees 
mi stle toe on tree s in this country now but a nother Pendr ago n who has 
r ecently been on h o lida y in France tells me tha t there are hundreds 
of trees with mi stletoe on them in t hat country . Perhaps the Druids 
o f Ga ul h a ve be c ome active again in cultivating it .... Ed:) 

From Carl B. Compton , 5133 NT, Denton, Texa s 76203 . 
The In di an mounds of Flori da ar e Gtri ctl j burial mounds a nd 

not c eremonial. The ceremonial mounds i n the US are chi e fly in the 
more nor t hern and c entral rs g 1ons su e~ as Ohio , Iowa, Miss issippi, 
Geo rgi a a nd o t her mo r e or l ess r1mi.d- we2tern 11 stat e s. There seems to 
be no astron omy i nvolve d i c th e s e mounds e xc ept t ha t they are oriented 
to the cardi nal directions whe r e t he re is any e vidence of orientation 
at a l l. 1.'here j_s a s i te ca lled Chaco Canyon whic h I men tion ed some time 
a go in t h e newsl etter which one investigator cl a i ms has a window and 
•altar' whi ch a cts a s does Ston ehenge. On e of th e professio n als who is 
workin s there is somewhat s ceptical abo ut thi s though he doe s not deny 
the po ssibility. 

( The newsletter that Mr. Compt o n allude s to is his own publi­
cation " 'Ih e Int e r american" which he is kind enough to send us regul­
arly. This gi ves re port s of recent dis coveries anywhere in both Ameri­
cas and notifi cations of interesting books coverin g anthropo lo gy, 
ar chaeology and ki n dred matte r s . Eve r y now and then we le a rn fr om the 
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either escaped our notice or have not been repo rted in our own Press.) 

From James Craigen, Co. Derry. 

Referring to "The Ca thars and Reincarnation" by Gui rdham : 

My sister ha d a newspaper cutting which she came across in a 
paper 0 Her e it is: 11A visitor to Porthcawl ( Glamorganshire) with an 
unu sual combination of names, Mr. 11 ewellyn Thomas Ivor Pro sser, was 
staggere d to read hi s name in full on a gravestone: 

1 Sacred t o the memory of Llewellyn 'rhomas Ivor Prosser who 
depa rted this life , October 8th 1896. 
'Pause, namesake, ere you pass me by 
As thou art now so once w~s I: 
As I am now so shalt thou be, 
Prepare thy self to follow me. 

An ex t raordinary coincidence was tha t Oct. 8th 1896 when his 
r1arnesake died was the day of the livi n g Mr . Prosser' s birth." 

( Since receivin g this letter I have learned that Jim Craigen 
di ed in his sleep a few Weeks ago. He came to vi s it us in Win chester, 
and again in Bristol and he wrote several good articles about Arthur, 
one o f which was publ~shed in the Wiltshire Country Magazine. He was 
a very g entle, kindly person and I shall miss him as one of my r egular 
correspondents . ... Ed.) 

Fr om Bob Craig, 20 Priory Road, Westone-Super-Mare, Somerset. 

It is only since joining the Society that my int erest in Arthur 
has been aroused and by studying our history that I ha ve com e to 
rea l ise that the ' peoples of this island are not compo sed of English, 
Scots and Welsh as I had supposed, but of Britons. Since then I have 
developed an obsession about the British language. On thinking matters 
over it seems to me that if we are to discover som e thing of the myster­
ies of the Britons we should learn something of the langu age that they 
spoke. 

There is a saying to the effect that a nation 'Nithout its lang­
uage is a nation without its soul. The cynical say that in the case of 
the British lan guage this cannot be n a tionally restored, but one nation 
h as proved that a langua ge can be re s tored to its people and that nat­
ion is Israel. 

Hebrew was the languag e spoken by Jews until 586 BC. When . the 
J ews returne d from Babylon they spoke only Aramaic, and He brew was 
lost except as th e languag e of the Scriptures. No w, after 2½ thousand 
years Jews are speaking He brew again. The Briti sh languag e to-day is 
spoken only by half-a-milli on but its continuity has not been broken. 
It seems to me that the stu dy of zodiacs, legen ds an d the British 
lan guage are all p a rt of the s ame pattern that we ar e supposed to be 
studyin g . 

From J oyce Wade , 6115 N. Davis 17A1 P~n sacola , Florida 32504,USA. 

You a sked about t b e Socie ty of Creative Anachronism to which 
I belong: 

A P ensa cola family, drivin g to th eir Florida beach, l ooks out 
an d ~ees f ive armed warriors doing battle. Is this the be ginning of 
a sci enc e fi.ction story ? No, the family just drove pa st a meeting 
o f the Society of Creative Anachronism. 

Sirenia, as the Pensacola a rea is known, has been in existence 
for less than a year. It is part of Atenveldt, one of the four king­
doms dividing the United States. At this time it is a shire. When more 
people join it will be~om.e a barony and be somewhat self-ruling. 



The national organization be gan 10 y ears ago i n C.:, li forniao 
The object is to re-crea te medieval life as it s hould have been. Al­
thou gh leaning heavily on the courtly life of the Arthurian Romanc e, 
Huns , Vikings an d ;-~ongols are welcomeo Thus the Anachron:Lsmo The Soc­
ie t y attracts the creative and fanciful; those who want to create ra th­
er than accept. 'I'hey are usually well-read in fantasy a nd old legends, 
as well as hi Gto r y a~1 c! other "reality". 

A pe "."'son entering the Society creates a Persona . He chooses a name, 
a place, a ocate no later than 1640 and a personal history . At Society 
ev.ents he is that person and is treated as such . Titles do not go with 
the Persona: they must be earned. 

A person may belong to as many guilds as he wishes. There is fight­
ing, live weapons, music, cooking, sewing , arts a nd crafts, brewing of 
mead and ale, drama, chess and any other aspects of medie~al life in­
cluding begging and assassinationo 

The fighting is controlled to prevent real injuries. Steel helmets, 
body-padding and armor; and shields must pass national safety standards. 
Cu ts and bruisea are a way of life but broken bones are kept to a mini­
mum ... All activities are attended in costume. befitting the Persona, Be­
sides. local events there are tourneys, fairs, revels an d wars through­
out the Knovme Worldeo 

A lot of people take th.a organization seriously ... They invest time, 
effort and filOney to make themselves as authentic as possible, Some have 
gone to England to study armor and returned to cold-hammer their own, 
There are attempts to carry over the manners and idea of righ t into 
everyda.y l i fe. The Society fil ls a need for those who find 20th century 
life too b,? :' 1J0 r ic , 

(:-;: ,:; ;:;:,uncle li~:,3 ,:;o od clean fun for all, e ,spEcially the assassinat­
ion part.so Vhile everyone else is out acquiring cuts and bruises , is 
anyone left at hofile to mind Ye Olde Worlde Shoppe ?. ,, Ed:) 

With reference once again to a pa s t issue of 'Pen dragon') read­
ers may remember a men t -Lon i1 t h e G::.-,"·!.. l : P-gend. ::.; o f the Church at 
Ozleworth , where the Grail r ested for a night in a special niche. 
Ozleworth is two miles east o f Wotton-Under-Edge. The Church is now 
part of the privately owned O zleworth estat e , though a. public track 
leads to the Church~ 

Having wound one's way through coun try lanes an d along the some­
what obscure way to the Chur ch on.e is presented with the first of sev­
eral eni gmas this building ho lds, and ihat is it's apparently ci rcular 
churchyard. On closer study the wall is polygonal : (I wo uld say ten-



sided,_ Fig. 2. Due to deterioration and some structural intrusions 
ths true geometrical nature is hard to ascertain. 

A polygonal churchyard is one thing, a polygonal tower is quite 
another ; even more unusual is the positioning of Ozleworth's tower· 
it is quite central between nave and chancel. The who le structure is 
inordinately long and narrow; very striking and exceptional architect­
ure for a small country church. 

The tower is six-sided though not a regular hexagon: j _ t is asymnet­
rical, Fig. 1. Upon entering the church one is struck by its length 
and narrowness. It is in the tower that the curious niche is position­
ed: that is in the north-east corner of the tower abo ut twelve feet 
above the presen t floor. The niche seems to be part of the original 
buildin g but its purpose is obscure. There may once have been a gall­
ery in the tower but the niche would have made a very mean entrance 
to it~ for though steps lead up to it from the nave, a man could 
barely crouch in it, and the topmost step is tiwice the rise of those 
below it. -

The carving on the roof of the tower seems to be renresentati up 

of a great six-petalled flower 1 perhaps the marigo ld ~ the Golden 
Flower of Templar tradition. 

On the floor of the tower the tiles mirror the shape of the 
tower as in Fig.l. This brin gs out an interesting point because these 
tiles, from their condition, can not be older than early 19th century. 
The stained glass in the windows is generally quit e rec en t except 
for a few remaining earlier remnants. The late r glass has some inter­
esting , p<rnssi bly Masonic, symbolism incorporated in it. The al tar is 
also very much in the style of the later glass and may well be con­
temporary with both the tiling and the glass. 

A great deal of structural alteration has been made to the build­
ing, that is clear, but it's original form can only be guessed at. 
It has been suggested that this could once have been a cruciform 
churchan:d this can not be ruled out ~ it would fit in well with re­
maining architectural points. A north door into the _ cha:1-cel has been 
completely blocked off. On the outside a stone coff~n ~i~s par~llel 
to the wall across this blocking. Whether this is significant is open 
to speculation. . b ' ld ' 

The presen..t building is mainly late Saxon. An earlier ui ing 
is said to have stood there. This possibly indicates some pre­
Christian reverence for the site. 

The Normans added the south porch and also the top storey of the 
tower (above the niche). The carving on the roof of the tower is am­
biguous but must be later than Norman --1 9 th century perhaps ? 

For the geometricians among us a few points on the asymetry of 
the tower. The internal angles of the figure are all 144~1 It is, 
in fact, half of a ten- sided figure ; the original shape I suggest 
for the churchyard. Fig . 2 . . 

The dedication is also of interest. St. Nicolas was a rather 
obscure Hungarian. eccliastic who was cannonized for deeds on a par 
with those of Lord ~haftesbury. In fact his name was taken for the 
Christianisation of the Master of the pagan Midwinter Festival. St. 
Nicolas being the Slavic Santa Claus. At Ozleworth the name is spelt 
without the 'h' but this is probably Norman influence. 

The name Ozleworth is of Saxon origin, Worth meaning a holding 
or an estate, so we have 110 sla ' s Estate" or, by an inversion , "Ollae' s 
estate". Dare we suggest that this church is really Niche-OJi.lae, 



.. 

or Ollae's niche? 
On that point this article is best finished. Whatever the 

significance of its dedication, its connections with the Grail 
legends and its peculiar archit~cture, Ozleworth is one of those 
special places that invite attention . 

Book Reviews. 

B L A D U D 
of B A T H 

The British King who tried to fly. 

(Extracts from old Chronicles and Histories relating to 
Bladud, the ninth king of Britain.) 

Compiled by 
Howard C. Levis, F.S.A. 

West Country Edition published at 11 Miles Buildings, Bath. 

Price £2._ 

This is altogether a very su:r:t'ior production, both in format 
and historically documented content. It is not "pop" reading, being 
compiled by a painstaking and erudite Fellow of the Society of Ant­
iquari es, but for those with a smattering of Latin, and who do ·not 
shy away frofil medieval English, it is obviously worth the money. 

Bladud was the founder of Bath and a Druid, a philosopher, a 
magician and, for a while --when suffering from leprosy a swine-
herd. One Chronicler writes: 

"Blaiddyd was also active in scientific pursuits; he was the 
first who intr~duced the magic art into Britain 1 nor did he ceas e 
in such studies untill essaying to fly with a pA; r of wings, which 
he had invented, he fell down on a temple of Apollo in London, and 
was dashed to pieces. 11 

The book is beautifully and copiously illustrated. 

As the medicinal. qualities of the hot springs at Bath have 
been valued and exploited since the days of Bladud, it seems part­
icularly stupid that there should be talk at this time of closing 
down. the famous baths because the National Health Service is not 
prepared to go on contributing to their upkeep. We hope the citi­
zens of Ba~h will f ind ways of keeping the Pump Room open for 
r esi dents and the oaths available for the many people who come 
from abroad to r eli eve their aches and pains in the warm waters. 

* * * * * 
"The Prehistoric. Carved Rocks of Northumberland" by 

S t an Beckensall, 1974, (available from 6 Queen's Terrace, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, N.E.2 2PL). 90P. 

~• -• ··•Designs carved into the rock, powerful symbols of some 
of the things that life was about. They were the link between man's 
life in this world and his life in the next. They were also, in a 
sense, hi,s only recorded lang uage ~" It is this language that the 
author of this booklet catalogues, describes, illustrates, and for 
which he tentatively provides a key for interpreting. 



The Northumberland cup and ring marks are found on a var-
iety of sites whose common factor is Fell sandstone, some unquar-
ried na t ural rock on sites with wide views 8 . others on st.ones of 
buri e d mounda or on.. ci st covers of the early Bronze Age ( c 1600 B

0 
C

O
) 

Becken..sall suggests that cup and ring marks o r iginated as a pict­
orial form of the Earth Mother and that they were 11 the unspoken lan­
g_uage of beliefo The symbol was like the cross to a Christian. 11 

Th e booklet is well illustrated and worth reading outside of 
the r egional context. It is claimed as the first survey of its kind 
t o appear since George Tate's "Sculptured Rocks of Northumberland" 
in 1865. 

* * * * * * * * 

TH E ZODIACS OF BRI'rAIN 

By IoW.J. Snookj F.L . A. 

Origin of the Zodiacs of Britaino-

Students of Madame Blavatsky claim that she asserted that Miss­
ionaries from Egypt went out to the four corner s of the world and 
made four zodiacs. Britain at that time must have been considered 
almost on the edge of the known world, and it would not be at all 
impossible that one was made here. Apparently no traces of the re­
maining three have yet been di~covered. Other suggestions are that 
the British zodiac was brought from Atlantis , the Sumerians j .,hoen­
icians j Druids , Cretans, and even that it has some connections wi th 
U. F.0 1 so 

Mr s" Maltwood, wh o dis covered and investigated the Glastonbury 
zodiac in 1925 , seemed to favour a Sumerian origin , and she dated 
its construc tion as somewhere about 2,700 BC, a date which seems to 
find some support from various aspects. 

There are two extremely interesting passages in F. Bligh Bond's 
"Gate of Remembran ce" which almost certainly refer to the Glaston­
bury zodiac , calling it a 1 temple' 1 which seems to have been the us­
ual term for zodiacs (temple of the stars?), (Bligh Bond was the 
Director of Excavations at Glastonbury in 1907 and claims through 
the means of au t omatic writing to have received messages from long­
dead monks of the Abbey). 

February 1908. 11
a •• who followed the Pho eni cian keels to far-off 

Isles of the seas ... Phaedrus gained mu ch tin ... forbears of a royal 
l ine .. of the Iberi and Kymri .. North the settlement of Ti ntagella: 
south the river mouths: and inland to the forest-lands and the marshes 
where the rising of the sun . There builded he a t emple such as was 
of old in Judah .. 0" 

April 1918. " · . "Phoe cis of the race of Crete~ trading with Posei­
don and seeking its treasureso Powerful was their thought in contact 
with them who worshipped the One God in contradistinction to the 
many 00 This paved the way for the building of a temple in his settle­
ment of Tintagella .. thus first arose that measurement and design which 
were afterwards as accurately reproduced by that further advance which 
culminated in the temple of Glastonbury.aand Tintagella was the ancient 
place of the Shrine of the High God. So the temple, a reproduction, 
ac curate in every measurement, was reproduced at Glaston on this foun­
dation ,, 

0
Phocis was Phocis--a centre and a nucl.eus , a force rightly 

named but in himself but a merchant of Poseidon and Eubeia." 
Th ese passages are fascinating, but difficult to understand , 

and there will be many who scorn purported messages from long-dead 
monks 0 The name Poseidon presents difficulties too, because of the 
dispute whether Plato referred to At;lantis in the Ailantic which may 
have disappeared as long ago as 8,000 years B.C, or to the 
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island of Th era in the Medi terranean. which was submerged in a ca ta­
clysm in 1470 B.G. 

Let us, however, try a little imagination, and make up a story 
something like this. Phocis was a Cretan trader who had interests in 
Thera and a settlement in Britain at Tintagella. Phaedrus came to 
Britain following the routes of Phoenician traders and settled in 
Tintagella. H~e brought with him someone who became the foun der of 
a dynasty of kings of the Iberi and Kymry. He a lso brought with him 
knowledge of the zodiac, and cons tructed a p lan or scale mode l --
the ndesign and measurements" --which was guarded in the Shrine of 
the High God at Tintagella. This person was not a single individual, 
but t he leader of a group of initiates, settlers, warriors, or per­
haps a mixed band including some of each. When the design was finish­
ed, and time was ripe in their eyes, they set off, leaving bleak Tin­
tagella and made their way along the coast to the woods o f north 
Devon and Exmoor and across the marshes of Athelney and Sedgmoo r un­
til they reached Glastonbury, which for some reason they considered 
a good spot to build their full scale zodiac upon t he ground. This 
may seem fanciful at first sight, but the more one considers it the 
more possible it seems. It would also allow an interpretation of 
the last sentence --"Phocis was Phocis .. etc 11

• Pho cis is modestly say­
ing that he was not an initiate or anything like that, nothing to do 
with this marvel lous zodiac; it was just that his trading organisat­
ion was the mucleus (or catalyst) which enabl ed it all to happen. 

As well as being a p o ssible explanation of how the zodiac rea­
ch 8d Glast0 o bury, if we accpet that the Poseidon of Phocis was in 
f a ct Thera, then we have another date, becau Ge the zodiac would not 
have been built lat ~r than 1470 BC when Thera disappeared. 

Another interesting story is that of King Bladud who "built 
a m2,gnificent circular temple at Bath". Bladud was reputed to have 
been a necromancer who taught necromancy and practised magic. I 
think that the use of the word 'temple' and the description of it 
as circular suggests a zodiac. Bladud is t hou gh t to have reigned in 
about 860 B. C. which would be a very late date for a new zodiac, 
especially as the latest reconstructions of Stonehen ge had taken 
place a~ leas t 400 years earlier. Does this suggest tha t the Stone­
henge cult did not oust the older zodiac cult, or were they for · 
different purposes which did not conflict j or did they even co-oper­
ate ? 

Early Knowledge of the Zodiacs in Britain. 

An int eresting point abou t the zodiacs already discovered is 
the p ersi s t anc e of pl a ce names which are linked to figures of t h e 
zodiac. ( Perhaps anyone looking for new zo di acs should first ac­
quaint themselves with as many zodiacal names as possible, in order 
to recognise significant placenames on the map of the area). But such 
placen,ames do indicate that at some time in the past the zodiacs were 
no secret to the people of the neighbourhood who named places and fea­
tures after the signs and fi gures. This may have happened when the 
zodiac s fell out of use an d people began to encroach on what had for­
merly been forbidden ground. They would then say that their new sett­
lements or fields were, for instance, •at the ram's head', or 'by the 
eagle's tail' and in course of time Ramshead and Eagl etail would be­
come placenameso ( By the way, all our experts on plac~names he.ve never 
thou ght of this derivation). It is a somewhat shatt eri ng thought that 
for perhaps 3,000 years those names have commemorated features com-
pletely lost to history. 

That the names of the zodiac signs were known to the Ancient 
British is proved by that part of the Prophecies of Merlin where 
Merlin seems to have been foretelling the end of the whole solar 
system. 

The second half of this article will appear in our next issue. 



"'.I.'he Time s " newspaper recen t.l y carried qui l. c a lone; corresp­
ondenc e on "Catharisrn in England'' whi ch ultimatel.y produce'.] on e 
l etter t hat is of spe cial interest to u s, It car•1(' fro rr. the Re v . Hugh 
Benson and wa s addressed from Plymouth : 

Sir 1 Some~irnes the truth is more s urprising tha~ the my th . I 
quote from Wordsworth: •~ur chu r ches i n variably perhaps, stand 
east and west , but why is by few persons exactly k n own ; nor, that 
the d.egr ee of deviation. from due east often no t iced in the ancient 
on.e s wa s determined in each particular case , by th e poin t i n the 
horizon at which the s un. rose upon the day of the sain t to whom the 
church was dedi cat ed, 11 • 

I have made a study of this o v er a number of years and have 
examined nearl y a thousand ch urches. I am convin ced that Wordsworth t 

has been dismissed too soon. Careful calculations show that a con­
si derable number of ch u rch es do face sunrise precisely on thei r 
patronal fe s tivals --or did when they we re buil to The rest are equal-
ly s urpri sin g , with only half a doz en ex:eprions they all faced sun-
rise on s ome other important saint's day . Who can say that this wa s 
not their original d e dication? 

Now it follo ws that a church built in honour of S t . Mary, fo r 
example , and facin g sunrise on March 2 5th, Moul d afte r a century or 
so. owine; to the LTuli an calendar, be f ound to be fa cine; too far 
south. I f then a ne w chancel was bui lt, it woul d be se t out t c face 
the n ew sunrise position. Hence the crooked chancel. The re are 81 
crooked churches in Oxfo r dshire alone and every one of t hem supp 
o::- ts this thesiso The er okedness of t h n c r.;:i 11crl : fa,· .fr om being 
due to carel e ssness , is due to a most s crupulou s care o 

Vi/e have already no ~•Jd the c r ooked chancel in .S t . Hary Red­
cliffe , Bris to l. Can Pendragons in oth er parts of the country 
support this t hesis? 

L1ane llen 

A party of Pendragons ret u rned t o Gower Jas t ~ en tecost to 
continue the dig at Llanellen . The weather ~as good and we were 
once a gain joined by delightful an d h e lpful members of R, I , L. K. O. 
(to whom grateful thanks) . The owner of the site had once again 
provided us with the use of the f armhous e and the caravan 

1 
and 

it was g reat to meet all our old fri ends on the other si de of 
the bridge a gain , 

We are planning a second dig ever t he August Bank Eoliday 
week-end and are always willing to enrol volunteers provided 
they are prepared to work as well as enj o y themselves. 

A full report of bo th digs will a ppear in our next issue ◊ 
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Bode's Law ~ + ,2x 
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