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All correspondence should be addressed to the Hon. Seco at the 

Garden Flatj 22 Alma Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 2BY. ~ 
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One morning in May readers of "The Guardian" opened their 
newspapers to see a photograph of Glastonbury Abbey iui ns under 
a l a rge heading announcing that !'ARTHUR DOESN I rr LIVE HERE ANY 
MORE". It transpired that a Dro Robert Dunningi County Histor­
ian, had just published a book in which he asserted there was 
no evidence worth a groat to show that Arthur had ever been 
buried at Glastonbury: he reckoned the monks, in 1190, mounted 
a Public Relations exercise to raise funds and entice pilgrims 

:j: 

to. the Abbeyo The "Dai.ly Express" printed a similar article and 
some of us seized our typewriters in the hope of initiating some+ 
correspondence and stirring up controversy. However, editors did 
not rate Arthur, nor even Glastonbury, to be of any general int­
erest at this time and no letters were printed. 

What we had intended to argue was that Dr. Dunning' s 
research was as superficial as Sir Thomas More's was on poor 
King Richard 111, though not so slanderous . With belligerent 
Welsh princes still nursing Arthurian traditions and aspirations :j: 
to the throne the English King had very good reasons for want-
ing to see Arthur finally buried for goodo, The Church, having 
suffered him as a pestilential thorn for a very long time , was 
bound to seiz.e on a heaven-sent opportunity to get rid of him 
for good ; to demonstrate that his bones lay in the good ground 
at the Abbey and that thus he had been reconciled in the end to 
authority i and gathered into the loving and forgiving bosom of 
Mother Church --wellj for the dissenting populace he could never+ 
be more dead than that. A splendid re-burial with pomp and cir­
cums tance was an exercise in which Church and Court could join 
in perfect harmony~ 

It is true that, after long years of searching~ Dr. Ralegh + 
Radfor d j in l962 , finally found the shallow grave between two 
"pyramids" described by the monks of 1190. ( Even the later burial 
site was destroyed at the time of the Reformation). We hoped, :i: 

when even Television had taken note of Dr. Dunning's book ~ that 
Dr. Radfo rd would appear on a subsequent programme to describe 
his excavation of the original cavity with its "pyramids" ; but 
it seemed that Dr. Radford was not available and this has be-
come more understandable in view of another unhappy little co­
inciden c e which gained publicity almost at the same timeo 

Some years ago, it seems, Dr. Radford was the Director of 
another excavation in Somerset when some rimmed sherds were 
discov ered and identified as rare and unusual imported pot from 
the contin ento A local potter, now retiring from business , has 
confessed that, at the time of this dig he was so sorry for the 
young diggers who seemed to be ha vi.ng no luck that he "planted" 
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" some broken fragments frorn his own kiln on the site: 

the sherds rec,)rde 1:i as bejng rJi' ur1 1 :su.v.l interest. 

these were 
* 

* t1 :w t.hi.s is hard, Dr. Radford has had a long and dis-

* * tinguishea career as an archaeologist . There are sites almost 
M all over- Englaud whet·e~ if you ask f@r the leaflet or booklet 

descr.Lb1t~g the monument or monastery that you happen to be vis- * 
* i ting, the cha1ices are that you wil 1 find the his -wry of the * 
* buildiLg has been written by Dr, Ralegh Radford. He was largely 

responsible for assembling the various bodies that became The • 
-1-- Camel ct H'c'search Cammi t tee 1 and he worked tirelessly to help 
~ raise the money necessary for th e Cadbury dig. He acted as a 

most ta~tful Chairman at all the many meeting held by that * 
* Committ88. He is one of Che nicer archaeoJogis1s, and more open-•• 
* minded than most. Such things shouldn't happen to a nice guy 

at the end of a 1ong and useful life. Mr. Trehearne, for in- * 
~ star1ce, managed to Wt'ir,e a whole book about Glastonbury without * 
• men i oning Dro :Radford I s name or giving him ere di t for any digs 

thPre at aiL. Perhaps it did not occur to him that such an 
-'i omission no~ only diminished his own stature but also detracted* 
* from the validir•y of his book. 

In No iTem ber this year a new book about Glas ton bury will 
ap pear from Zo dia.c House Tony and Jan Roberts) with c-on tri but- * 

• ions from Kenneth Knight, John Michel l 1 Mary Caine, Tony Roberts. 
* and others ~ A Par:y to launc h this publication is being organ-
* ised by Pat:ricia Villiers Stuart. It will take place on Dece3rd i(· 

a the ln~tltute of Contemporary Arts at Carlton House Terrace * 
~n ~ordorr . We wish the enterprise every success and hope that 

• a t least ome of will be able to be present. * 

**** 

ECHOES OF CADBURY 

By Patricia Villiers-Stuart. 
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It was dut'ing a visi t" 
to Pendragon H,Q, that:: 
I made this possibly 
. t 11 in eresting connect-
ion. I was lookin g a t 11 
a coloured photograph 

f " o some of the Cadbury 
11 finds"~ and one was 11 
listed as 11 Cel tic 

11 

" bronze pendant embellished with white paste or coral studs." I 11 
" had just been reading a book by Paul Poesson, "Le Tes t am ent de 

N O II ' D • • th B t h ' 
11 

11 
e ~ concerning ruias e re on eri tage and geometry 0 The 

author says be had often puzzled over th e role played by the 
:: sacred mistletoe. 'l'hen one Christmas Day he looked up at the 

mistletoe hanging over the dining able (the true French put 

II 

II 
II 

11 eating before kissj_ng i would seem) and he noticed that each 
,, lJ. t t1 e pearl·-•like glb.b had a tiny black dot in the middle . He 

11 

examj ned this under a microscope and its exact compo s ition was 11 
"revea1ed. It was a little black square and opposite each side 

11 
were four b.t.ack arcsi giving a perfect demonstration of the :: 

11 squaring of the circle. If for this reaso n the mistletoe ass-
d " ume su h importance, as being the visual application o f a 
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basic doctrine» what would be more likely than t o have it 
r eproduced in ornamentso So I suggest that th e a nonymous 
pen dant coul d well be ca lled "The Mi s t l etoe Pendant 11

o A 
roman ti c find for Cadbury! 
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Thanks to Mro John William s of Abergavenny we LOW have a 
l ong and comprehensive list of Arthurian Place-Nam es a l l 
over Bri taino What we should like now is som e pho to graphs 
or (better still) slides depicting these sites . Here a re a 
few of them and we hope that some memb ers may be going on 
holiday and taking thei r cameras with them. 
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ANGLESEY» Holyh ead. Coetan Arthur ( Arthur ' s Quoit) On side+ 
of ro a d to Trearddur Ba y (perhaps Hamlet of the Ploughman 
Bay) . Has 4 Scemb lines one whi,ch goes to a s t andi ng s tone 
at Llanfaethlu and then to Maen Arthur . Ref. SHo250.808 . 

Caerna rvonshire. Beddgelert Buarthur (Ar thur's Bow). Rock 2 
miles eas t of the village on high r ocky gr ound. On 5 Sc emb + 
lines 1 line comnected with 70½ and 1 line connected wi t h " 
23½* while 1 line goes North to S one Circle near Ffynnon 
Cegin Arthur (Arthur's Kitchen Well) This l i ne go es t hrou gh i 
Yr Ar ddu (The Ploughman) and Cl.ogwyn du'r Arddu (Black Cliff ; 
of the Ploughman) which are Scemb lines focal po i n ts. Re f ~ 
SH. 618 o 477. .. This indicates the conn ection between Arthur andi 
the Ploughman which could have been ano t h er name fo r the 
Great Bear.,. 

Denbigh. Moel Arthur. A mountain for t at 1494 f eet 6 miles + 
east of Denbigh on the steel mountains above Clwyd Val l ey. 
Just to the West is Glyn Arthur and just to the No rth is a 
s tanding s t one whi ch i s on Scemb lines one of those which + 
goes to Mowl Arthur. Ref: SJ.145.660 . 

SCILLY ISLESj Gr eat Arthur . A small island with tumuli which-lo 
are in a direct alignment with a stone circle and t umuli on 
nearby St . Martin's Island, Ref : sv.941 . 136 . 

BRITTANY lla Grande. Between Tregastel and Tr e bard e~ in 
Brittany . _II_ gr anj_te cross marks the tomb o f Arthur and th ere 
lie the Kni ghts of the Round Table. 11 Buri ed in granite tombs -l­
their heads turn ed respectfully towards their chief and form~ 
ing around him the rays of an immense circl.e, 11 

SCOTLAND, Dumbartonshire~ Arthur's Castle or Cas trum 
Ar thurL Ref: NS. 400. 744 . 

IRELAND , Cork. Fort Ar t hur. Near Drondough at tte mouth of 
Ba ndon Ri ver. National Grid. Ref: W.608 . 470 , Thi s is an 

-'I-

+ 
0 

' 

ancien t ea r t hwork which is the focal point for 5 Scemb i 
lines and there is 231* be t we~n two of th es e. Stone Circles 
a n d Standing Stones are in ·this _locali ty. 

(Note: This typewriter has no degre e symbol so * is used 
ins tead. References are to One Inch Ordnan ce Survey Maps. 
These are just sample sites taken an random f rom the list 
compil ed by Mro Williams.) 
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SIR GAWAIN'S HO RSE 

By Sid Bir chby, 

1.'!hen Sir Gawain set o u t in search of the Green Knight, he 
ne eded all t h e hel p he could muster. The previ ous New Year's Day, 
a C2 melot, he had c h opped off t he Green Knight's head, only to 
be c l di as the strange vi sito r picked up his head a nd rode away: 
111 charge you t o ome to the Green Chapel next year, and receive 
s u ch a blow as you have dealt." 

= 

Now t his i s the whole poin t of the story , b ecaus e Gawain does 
"Gt hav e h i s head chopped off. His ordeal is really a t est of his 
re s istance t o tempta tio n by the Knight's lady, who is secretly Mor­
gan la Fa y. She has set u p the who l e enchantment of the apparent ly 
headless knight in ord e r to spit e Guinevere and the Court of Arthur. 
Gawain 's virtue de feats her, for after her greatest efforts, his 

= 

= 

= 

only l apse i s to take from h er a girdle of green silk which she says + 
wi l l pro t ect the ~earer fro~ i n j ury , He wears it at the duel, and 
r e c eive s a minor neck wound. But for the slight failure o f virtue, 

= 

he would have been unhar med , and t his is what the original charge 
upo n him fore-shadows : "Receive such a blow as you have dealt i as 
yo u hav e deserved." 

But 9 of course , when Gawain sets out on All Saints' Day to 
seek the Green Chapel , he does no t know this, so he takes his red 
shield with a golden p entangle on it, not so much to repel spirits 
a s to symbolise moral perfection. He also takes hi s horse, named 
Gryngoletj and in my opinion thi s name is given by the anonymous 
poe t for a particular reason, because il is another moral weapo n 
fe r Si r Gawain to take. 

The po em of the Green Knight was writ ten quite l ate to be an • 
Arthurian source, probably by Hu gh Massey , in the ll1-th . Gen tury . 
Th e Mass ey s a r e an old Cheshi re family, an d the poem is written i n 
t he loca l dialect. Also we read ho w Gawain rode North from Camelot, 
t h ro u gh Wal es and over the Dee. The Green Chapel se ems to have been 
some where in the hil l y part of Cheshire near Wild Boar Clough~ Not 
far away j.s t he rocky c lef t called Lud's Church, which ends in a 
cavern by t he statue of a woman , probably now vandalised , alas . It 
may wel l have b een Mo rgan la Fay . 

= 

= 

= 
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+ I n s uc h a r emo~ e landscape, it seems~ a late-medieval po e t re-= 
s"c1•-..21- ch e l egends bel i eved by his country folit in the fashionable 
A.rthurian mo d e~ an d so "Sir Gawain and the Green Kni ght 11

, al though 
~0 an original Ar t hurian source, becomes an unique treasure of 
Arrhu" ::O:" t hose who en quire into the Matter o f Britain. = 

Tb8 name 0 f Gawai n 's h o rse has a curious history. It first 
app0ars ln 12th . Century F r ench as a k i nd of h o rse. Bu t Chau cer, i n 

wt l ~- :,, r,'.r:_an L' s Ta l e " ( c irca 138 6 an d r,on t empo r a ry wi t h Hugh Massey) ! 
'! HJ ·; ~ ,:::a.ssin g reference t o s ome th i ng being "c1 s t ric ky as the Boat 

I ,\io L. 1
', an, an edi t ion o f Chaucer dated_ 1598 says th ai, this boat 

, •• 11aru,: G;ryngo 1et. This is t h e s a me a s Ga wain ' s ho rse . 

'iede wa:c, _bc> hero of tale s t hat fl o u r i s h e d in F-n gland for 
i ... •··~- ci 1.r•-usend yr~a r..., . He was t h e father o f "/ayl.an d the ,Smi th, 
' • h .-~i ants 0 f the Nu :'thern my ths . He -1 s ,3 l so men Lion ed i n Cax to n ' s 
-. J, t '.-. P o f Mal,Jry, where someone • R sai d to be "as wyghte ( acti ve ) 
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a s ever was Wade or Launcelot"o He bestrides all myths that 
ever came to Albion , an d may well be the Giant Albion himself , 

Gryngolet as a word probably come s from the Celtic ~ via Normans 
and Bretons. In the modern Breton dialect 3 gwenn= white ~ or 
pure~ and gallout =power or capability. Sir Gawain rides a 
white horse~ a symbol of the power of purity akin to that of 
t he unicornj because moral purity will help him best against 
the wil es of Morgan l a Fayo 

This ·snot surmise , but one of the traditional meeting-points. 
with folk- lore that Hugh Massey must hav e encountered 9 because 
there is a very definite association in Celtic myth between the 
white horse and virgini ty o The region of Cheshire in which he 
lived remains to this day a march-land between Celtic Wales 
and Anglian Mercia: a land where two traditions meet . 

The Celtic goddess Rhiannon Ls named from the Welsh word for a 
virgin;, rhi aneddo She r ides a white horse and comes to show 
mortals the way to anothe r world o In the other tradition , she 

= 

= 

= 

= 
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is Helaj que en of the Norse underworld . The two met on the Welsh 
Marches)' in the legend, recorded by Walter Map , the 13th . Cent- i 
ury courtier of King Henry 2nd ,, o f King Herl a , who visited the = 
worl d of Faery and now rides th e land , not daring to dismount 
from his horse, because he would crumble to dust o In Welsh 9 

hel a mean s 11 to hunt or collect" o Walter Map says that King 
Herla was seen in his day (1154 AD) 11 plunging into the River 
Wye, near Hereford" by many Welshmen o He was leading many per­
sons "who were known to be deadoo o. 11 

There is little doubt that Gryngolet was a white horse 1 al-

= 

though an entire book has been written suggesting that Arthur's= 
knight s rode black horses : S o Ge Wildman ( "The Black Horsemen" i 
London, 1971) writes: "Th e thesis of this book is that the name 
'Black Horse'» given to an inni is originally connected with 
t h e stories of King Arthu r and his knights . 11 

Well~ perhaps they were. If the historical Arthur had mounted 
followers, as some think, and if his Twelve Battles were more 
like commando raids 1 as may well be, then white horses would = 
be far too visible to the enemy o However , the persistent white 
horse/puri ty tales arise on the level of alle go ry , and are too 
wide--spread to be dismissed: Gawain~ Rhiannon , Lady Godiva , the + 
White Lady of Banbury, and otherso = 
The explanation is simple White hor s es would be too visible on 
a raid~ but Lady Godiva and the others r ide them because they 
ar~ meant to be seen by onlookers. There is something more 
than t he calour about them . almost a spectral quality j th a t 
seems to come across at the right tim e and place . 

I can show this best by an exampleo On the evening of Oak Apple + 
Day, 1976, I watched the procession in Castleton , Derbyshire: = 
dancing. a maypole, and a great garland of lowers shaped li ke a 
dome~ This is carried round the village and then hauled onto the 
chur~h to wer by a ro p e. Cro wds of visitors fill the streets , + 
whether from curiosityj or to commemo rate the restoration of = 
Good King Charles, or from a lingering folk-memory of the earlie:­
Maytime gestival, one cannot say. Perhaps the last . In a field 
near the car park there was a white ho r se cropping the grass . ; 
As dusk fell~ it seemed almost to glow , and many of the depart-
ing visitors looked at it with a curious expression , as if it 
meant more to them than just a horse o 
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'l'he other-world feeling about a whi te horse is very strong at 
d.t\ SJ:,._, of course~ but it also evi st s in the da ytime. There is 
nothing very pure about a horse 1 white or otherwise, bu t t here+ 
is a sense of rarity and magic, as i f it wer e the next best 

= 

= 

= 

thing lo a unicorn. This~ I sugges t, goes a long way to ex­
plaining its importance i n legend, It is a swift and unearthly ~ 
stee d that carries its rider to a place where passions and 
emotions no longer e~.st. Perhaps it is the othe r - worl d of 
Rhiannon , a t the end of l ife's journey , or the world that the 
While Lady brings down to earth every Maytime , 

= 
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At all e• ents ~ Gawain's horse wa s no ordinary one. It had a 
magi cal name~ arid it was meant to remi d him of hi s knightly 
.JOV/8 9 and to help him ke ep them. On. the whole, he didn't do 
~oo badly with it . We are n t tol d if t h e pen tangle on his 
shield was of any use~ but Gryngolet took him safely to the 
Green Chapel and home again . 

TWO BOOKS FROM FRAN CE. 

CRUSADE AGAINST THE GRAIL 

** "Le Secret des Cathares" by Gerard de Sede. (J ' ai Lu.) 

French books are difficult to ob tain in this count ry an d 
here appears to he no immediate pro~pect of a translation, 

so a lengthy revi ew seems to be called for . This one carrie s 
*~ so much material that it is difficult to summari se, but it 

helps if one can s et the scene and bear it constantly in mind. 
The centre of it all is the Chateau de Mo ni:segur which is in 

** the hear t of the Langudoc country . Thi s was once the heart of 
the Visigoth empire. Th e capi talj Toulouse, was the home of 

** Raymond Vl~ Count of Toulouse who did all he could to protect 
the Cathares . He and most of his companions were descendants 
of Visigoth landown ers . The Grand Ma ster of Mon tsegur - was 

~- Ramon de P rella . 
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?/hen there were Ca thars in plenty in Germany, Italy and else- ** 
~ where why did the Church pursu e such a determined and vindic t ­

ive drive agains t the li ttle group at Montsegur , asks de Sede,** 
·'"* and replies that it was, in fact , a crusade against the Grail; 

that Mon tsegur was a "Temple of th e Sun"; i ts architecture 
indicated the four cardinal pointsi the two solstices and 

** much, murh more besides. To tal ling up th ese alignments » de 
Se~e give s a Table which represents what h e calls the Zodiac 

u of Mon tse gur an d he explains that it was of the utmost im-

** 

** 

por tance to the Cathars to have such a solar temple. They were ' 
the inheritors o f the Manichean tradition and the Manich eans ** 

** prayed seven times daily with their faces t owa r ds the sun . Th e 
Cathars did t h e srune t hough they gave their prayers Chri s tian 

** •• content and followed the Apostle John. 
"'11ant que vous a vez la lumi ere 
Crnyez en la lumiere 
Et \Tous deviendr ez. En fan ts de Lumiere . 11 

The Castle was not primari l y for pr o tee tion -- t here were many ** 
•• others --but it was the home of the Grai lj the place of Init~ 

iation» the repository of all the secre ts, After years of ** 
** ** ** ** 
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persecution, torLure , tremendous heroisms and self-sacrifices, 
they were finally betra ye do It was the Queen Regent of Fra nce, 
Blanche de Castile, who gave th e order to "Chop off the Head of 
the Hydra. 11 Men, women and children were led away , holding hands 
and singing hymns, to be ceremonial ly bur nt at the stake . 

(Incidentally, elsewhere in th e book de Sede suggests tha t those 
who had achieved t he highes t degree of Initia t i on -- the Pures -­
could raise consciousness out of the physical body and were there­
fore able to su f fer bur ning at the s t ake without experiencing 
physical pain. If anyone is inclin ed to doubt this , h e says , he 
would remind them of the Buddhist monks in Vie t nam in later days o) 

Bu t three, possibly four, men were hi dden in the lo wer dun e;ev:' 
and were abl e to es cape do wn th e mountainside, taking with them 
the precious Grail. rrheir pa·ssage through t he mountains ha s been 
trace d from one cave ~o another where they left graffiti on the 
walls o indicate t hat t he Grail rested there. 

de Sede recoun t s the s tory of Flegetanis an d Kyot which we have 
heard before and outlines the connecti on.s between the latter and 
Wolfram d'Eschenbach, author of "Parsifal". "The qu es tions which 
we pose ourselves are the same as t hose that a German writer of 
25 years of age, Otto Rahn,. asked himself when he left his own 
country in 1929 to spend five years in the county of Occitane , 
searching the libra ries , ques tioni ng the elder peasants who so 
faith fully preserved the tradi tions and legends, climbing th e 
mountains , crawling i n to the deepest caves, meditating deepl y 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

oefore the sac red site of Montsegur. In 1933 , as a result of these 
research es, an astonishing book appeared en titled, 'The Crusade ** 
Against Th e Grail'. 

Hahn's book draws at tention to the similarities bet ween Wolfram's 
** 'Parsifal ' and t he Montsegur scene. In Wolfram's wo rk, Parsifal 

goes to 8ee his uncle t he hermit Trevri zent who lives nea~ the 
Fontaine La Salvage, i n a gLut t o which houses an altar. Geograph- _** 
icallyj . \;jar to Ussat- les-Bains there are two grottoes, one call ed 
t he grotto of the hermi t 1 and the other which contains a hu ge flat 
stone which is known as the Al tar . Rahn concludes that Wo l fram was** 
familiar with the terrain .. Again, in I Pa rsifal' ,, th ere i s the 
Forest o f Bricil gan which surrounds the Chateau of Montsalvage. 
Clo se to Mo n tsegur i.s a wood cal l ed Priscillien.s. 

"First ," wri t es de Sede, "the name and the personage of Parsifal 
warrants a pause for thought. We have s aid t hat the Adepts of the* * 
reli gion of Zoroaster, ancester of the Manicheans, who are also 
an~estors of the Cathars , call ed themselves Parsees -- a word which 
mean s Pure. The word Cathar is also a translation of the word Pure 

** and is therefore i dentified with th e wo rd Pa rsee, s o tha' the word 
Parsifal is t hP bes t one could cho ose for an un de rcover name ' or 
a C.-, tha r no bleman . o. Wolfr am gi ves the first Kin g of the Grail the 
name of Parilla and one knows that t h e Lords of Montsegur were 
~alled Perella. Mu ch later, when Wagner was composi ng his opera, 
1t was to Montsegur that he went to meditate and he wrote in the 
script that the Chateau o f Monsalvat should be shown a s being in 

** 

** 

mountainous country similar to that of the ancient Visigoth country . " 

The Visi go h Kings possessed a relic which they called the Emeral d** 
~able . Th ey considered it imm ensely sacred and hid it jealously. 
When they we re for ce d to leave Occitane they t oo k it to Spain with 
them. Obviously this was not an emerald, but it was a green stone ** 
of some kind •........ It is permitted to think that this mysterious 
green stone that f ell f rom the sky might be a meteorite. The 
An.ci en ts wer e familiar wi th meteorites .. .. They beli eved that they * * 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 
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were sent by the godso Ge The stone k.nown as the Kaaba, in M Peta, 
is also a meteorite. They say that some such meteoritesj in the 
course of their fall, throw out a green light whi ch is so brill­
iant it eclipses t.he light of the moon." 

de Sede maintains that the Catha1s had little or nothing in com­
mon vri_ th the Templars but that they were closely allied. to the 
Brotherhood of the Rose Cross. Most historians assert tha ~ the 
Rose-Cross was born in 16ll~ at Tu bingen but de Sed e says ther.a 
is good reason to believe the foundation was much older than 
this. In a book called "Die tionary of O c cul tj sm" by Julien 
Tondrian 3 Doc.tor of Letters and Philosophj~ Laureate of the 
National Centre for Scie~tific Research at UNESCO, there ~s a 
note: 11 Ro se-Cross Movement~ poss1 bJ .r star 1.,ed by Raymon cl VJ. 
Count of Toulouse in the 12th Cent.ury. 11 And another author, Ho 
Spencer Lewis~ t,i v..,3 Lb.is pre-his .nry c,f Lhe 01'0.I;;'.,~ 

'At the end of the 8th Ce~tury of our era, some pilgrims found 
c..hemselves.in the Holy land and discovered that the1e existed 
there a Secret Society consecrated to the sciences and to the 
9stablishment of the brotherhood of man. On ~helr retu1n~ they 
revealed the existence of this Society·- ·~° Count of Toulouse, 
and the other knights of Occi tal"e. The::;"' delegated one of thei.r· 
number 9 Arnaud~ d.eeply versed. in philosophy 9 to go Ea<:>• c1nd make *" 
contact with this Societyo Arnaud succeeded in his mission and 
wrote to those who had commissioned him: 1 This Society is compos-* 
ed of men studious and silent~ dressed in white VPstments as 
symbolic of the pu·~i ty of their hParts, and who master ,/J. th rli :.j_ ­

gence the laws and powers establ~shed by God 1 o .. . 
On his return~ writes Spencer Lewis 1 in !s68, Arnaud f0u1 ;.,rJ he 
first Rosicrucian Lodge in Europe in a monastery close o TouL­
ouseo It's ruins can still be seen ... In the 12th century tne 
archives of the Rose-Cross were held by the historian Phonairej 
and were reserved in a dungeon at Toulouse --tha t is t-rJ say j • in 
the Chateau of Narbonne~ residence of the Counts of Toulouse. 
... If Spar,,.. ~r Lewis is correct~ the Order of the Rose-Cross is 
much older than is generally supposed. The Society of the '~en 
in White" _ the 9th Century could well have been a 1,ar1l. 0a 

Society. It was said that Mani~ founder of the faith, lived in 
the 3rd Century and his followers were dressed in whiteo de Sede 
points out that few Cathars lived in Albi 1 yet they were most 
frequently knowr1 as Al bi gens es in spite of the fact that their 
Parfaits dressed in black. 

It is from the vernacular of the Languedoc countryside that the 
word Grail originates . Gresa1 or Qrea1_ means a stone vaseo The 
same dialect provides the origin o.f the Christian ue n_,__ 1 ::. • + 

--Lo San Greal -- but this, de Sede reminds his readers, is the 
Grail of the hermetisto 

There is much~ much more contained 1n this book but one a, 1-'ec • 
should be of lnterest to Bristolians. Because of Concorde 'what­
ever our views on that may be) Bristol is closely allied to 
Toulouse and many of its citizens now live there. For those whQ 
have an interest in beral dry 9 the armorial arms of that ci t,y 
are not on].y interesting but are~ in some aspects ~ unique. A 
few final quotes from de Sede~ and I retain the Frehcn Nerds 
here and there where my dictionary-fails me : 

* 

11Tr.ese arms should be blazoned -- Lha t is~ read in th A follow- jl- .. 

ing fashion. 11 De Gu eules a la croi x cl echee et pommetee d' or. 11 

"Gules: The colour red. The name comes from the Persian word Gul 

* 



** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

11· * 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** ** ** 

which signifies the roseo 
Croix clechee: It is said 
of the cross of Toulouse that 

**----~*-*_.---*-·---•*•*._....._ 

the four extremities are made 
like keys. In fact, this cross 
is unique in heraldry o It in­
dicates that the arms are "arms 
with a k.ey" 9 possessing a secret 
sense. Thi s sense is given quite 
simply by the phonetic reading. 
Rose (Gules) Cross. 
Rene Nellij one of the best 
specialists in Catharism, wrote : 
11 The Cathars have h ere and there 
r eprodu ced 1 in graffiti~ the cross 
with 12 branches and 12 pearls 
called commonly the Cross of Toulouse j or of the Languedoc 7 

which is not without analogy to 
the ancient Manichean cross as 
represented in the MSS. of 
Tou r fan: this Mani chean cross 
carrie .E£,a rose in its centre and 
constitutes thereby the authen­
tic Rose-Cross. 11 

There is a myth concerning the 
foundation of Toulouse. "It was 

** 

** 

** 

founded 1273 years before our ** 
erc\under the benevolent aspect of 
Mercury, signifying science. Her 
first king was called Aquari us and**­
her first bishop was Saint Satur­
nin. The explanation for this is 
given. as 1) Placed under the sign • ** 
of Mercury (Latin name of He rmes) 
Toulouse is a "he rmetic city". 

2 ) One finds in the ho roscope 
the house of A~uarius. 

of the town Mercury and Saturn in 

During the war the Nazis sealed off Montsegur and refused to 
allow the local people to go near it . That did not preven t them 
from carrying out extensive investigations themselves. There 
is much more in this book. It was brought to us by our member 1 

Ni ck Wright 9 wh (Q) visited Mon tsegur this summer and told us it 
more than lived up to its reputation. Photographs taken by Nick 
show t he Cha t eau on its pinnacle of rock jus t as in the illus­
tration in the book. We are grateful to him for giving us all 
this information .. 

ontseg 
** ** 

J3ss Foster. 

** ** ** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 
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"Nos Ancc-!;:·E:s Venus du Cosnws" by Maurice Chatelain. 

EJ' tions RobPrt Laff0nt 1 ~ Pl ace St , Sul~ice, 
fa ~·is V1 e o 

( rrh • s DOOK ,v.::i..s b!·ough . co us by Pa trJ cia Vi l .liers-S tuart~ and 
he ev1e w was written by one of her friends. We are grate- •~ 

ful to bo t h . Alsoj we understand t hat an English version will 
p robabl y be available before long.) 

** Maunce Chat e lai::-i is a F're11 ch engi nee • spr,,r-·Lalls.Lng in comm-
uni cat.ic r, , __ He bec ame an America citizen an--.J worked on nearl y 
al] ~he dASP space prog.camso He was in charge of the C' nstruc t -;.., 

* * iC1'1 '.f tfH?: rr. 1mrn'ica'irrns ~y.s',?-rn ··Jr, hE- i\r•r)llo mron s pacecraf to 
Af1. r , .. c,mp: s· ,ur ,Jf U,P. :-_u;:~Pss ful lilJ.Sl-'JOns, Chatelain retired 
f ee 1 NASA.,, r,,' ht=- Sllll. ha i ac ('ess i-,o c:c,mpn ,e rs and equi pmPn to H · 

** 

*"' 

** 

** 

** 

** 

* * 

** 

* * 

** 

** 

Ih c rec ·1~._;r he se· .imsel ~· lia:c; L~ cra._k the secrel. of t he cal­
enda"' c,~ the Mayaso 'J'I ~ firs ... .sl.ep of the projec _ was to make ** 
a li,... f t.:in, .:.o..r 1t:s.l':eo problems of antiquity that have 
onr l·E· n Cil?',_;..1::-1 :.;c.enLis ts, He coll ec t.eel aJ l he data ava11-

abl c ,,;!tu 1 -.• ·c-;1•· fPe:;;.lll1LS it 'nr.o 2-::irr.pubJt'"'o Th ['esults w,· 
cart,.1L/2' t.na he .fA)T he nn.,st wn.tP '1 hr),1ko 

For- o:anpLt,'o 'he Ch2op:s ryramicl 9 the Chephr&:n pyramidj t he 
zi ggurat ... f FaryloP~ Cha:v-1 r-es Cathe,Jral~ an obscure m nu.men 
i S .;l,,L.eJ·(• F'ra ,..e ·~,n,s tru ctect b.Y ;:,he 'I'emplars ~ and th, t emp-

.,,. . 

....... 

l es o f Teo t.1.hu.9_,'an and T' ahuaLaco are al 1 r::;onstructed in s imi­
lar prorort1onso Among o t ner Ghin~s , there ~s a cons t antly re-** 
curri ni,:: r-atto uf --'bl+/288 .. It 1,3 'nipGGs.ible to attri.bute this 
t o che~J· ~,. J'rir., ce are s0 ma11y similarities b etween these rnonu -
men ts 9 and 1 he simil.3.rit.ies are so extremely precise , tb at t he** 
on l y p0. sl~Je conclusion is t hat they all derive from a simi-
lar suu.·ce, 

** Al t hO U,'.,:, h r. L,-: no L free LO talk ah.>lJ. t, vV erything that happen-
e d a t ~AJA, t ~ere ie one thing he feels he must say: every 
sin gle Cemini a~d Apollo was tracked by UFO'sj which sometimes** 
c ame s o near t 1a i- th e American epace pilo "s ook. many pi ct -
u res cf r 1en:. , J:i1e only aggressive action took place w:i t h Apo l -
l o 1.5~ whi<'r, Nas ':'arrying a miniaturised nuclear bom b Ameri- , .. 
c an s wa•,te:l .v exploct.e on the mocn to measur e its infrastru.,...tu.:. 
re "'-.; :-:;:r;;:i__;n.::,b.so UF(J action des royed prsciRely t.hat part 
of A~olL) J 5 car~.v •1p; th"" nu~ l ear bO.tr.b and only lh'1t pa rt. 
Apolo 1 ;. was neavily damaged. and unable to complet e it s 
mis s..:.cn ... r ~ .. u.:11E·d '.o base safely with no casualU.es a mong 
pi le. :. '-' · 

** 
Amo:1 • r e ,-urieiform tablets found in the li brary of Assurban­
i pal ~n t~~veh is an enormous number lhat has puz~: d scien ­
tis ts G'Ie:::- s: nce the library was disco .. rered in 1875., The Sum- ** 
merian s WP •·e l he first people to di vi de the day in to 2Lf h ours 
of 'O rair.1, t:::-s and 60 sccouis Th ey also had a rema~kable know-
1 ed pe of as L ro~om y l n expl l cable wi thout telescopes " They had ** 

e e cc quered oy the Assyri ans , and Assu rbanipal hsl taken 
thei r- sacred n1.unber b.cH,lt +o his library~ 195,955~200~000j000. ** 

1"1 en Cha~ela·r, f,.,:l this int8 lhe cnmpu t >:>r he iour,d. that it 
r eprese tRd precisely he nUffihPr nf seconas i n240 cyc les of 
the precessi )I'. c, f u,e e q>. 2s The leng-:.:h o f each cyc1 e o f 
th e ctii uxes .... .s 91-lT•.)·~irr,a,,el.y c6)00C yeare, 

1'..,.., 



** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

Moreover , t he sacre d number of the Sumerians turns out to b e 
the universal constant for our solar system that alchemis ·s 1 

lEirologer s
1 

and astronomers have been s earching ior durin g 
the last two t hou.sand year so Assur,.,anipal had it in hi s lib­
r ary; bu t may not have realised its significance. FO!' him it 
may hav e been J ust the strange god of one of the many peo pl es 
he had ~o n quered. 

Much of the book i s mathemati=al. and for ~his reason di ffi­
c ul t to summarise. I n t h e history of science it has o ft en 
happened tha t researchers wo rkine: :'..ndependen tly of eac:h other 
hav e hi t upon the same discovery a:mast simQltaneously. 
Cbatela.in's work coi n cides remarkably with that of M.,W. Saun~ 
ders an d Dun can Lunar. ( "Destiny Ma.rs" 9 Downs Books. Ca terham , 
Surr ey ) . He no t only reinforce~ their thesis, ~ut exten ds 
its range co n siderably, 

* 
*-,;•* 

--**~' * 
*** 

~ 

'rHE STORY OF' FRANK (Continued) 

By Capt. Stephen Banksi R.N. 

* * 

* * 

**· 

** 

** 

** 

: + :It was on.e evening early in June~ after coasti n g un even t fully _ . 
to the usua l point, of departure for Bri t a in 9 that we turnerl ., + . 
away from the lan d. At first the horizon wa s clea 9 and ou 

~+:Pilot grunted with satJ.sfaction as he sighted a f a mi Jiar star 
setting on our port bow~ but then luck des ert e d u. so Th e sky ~ + : 
cl.ouded over 9 and a howling gale blew up f rom t he we s t. Brisk-

: +~ly t he pi l ot ordered the steering gear tc be double mannedo At 
first we tried to rcw on our course, tut the movement o f the : +: 
ship increased~ th e oa r blades missed t h e wa t er, the r owe r; 

: +: toppled backwards ,, so that all we could do wa s head in to win.d 
and r de it out. ~ + ~ 

.. At last the darkness began to lif:, an d a t the same time we 

. +.heard a watery booming noise ahead. I saw the pale we t face :+: 
of the man on t h e t h wart next to m1c;; as he whispered,, "We are 
lost ! It is the e dge of the wo.,:l d ,. and we will fall ove r it" , 

:+:r turned to l ook c1+ rrnr pilot. ancl was relieved to see hi m : + : 
speaking confid 0 n tly, first to Cc .cdi c" then to the stroke 

. +. oarsmen., Th ey pa ssed the word forward to us 9 "l t is the waves 
• 'beating on the c l i ff s o f Brit.air,. ---soon yo u will see l and . 11 

: + ~ 
We pulled hearti l y a t the oars, our cramped limbs easin g ~ 
our cloth e s dryin g out . • 

: +: . 
Our pilot took us alon g the coast, the~ leaving a large i s- : + : 
land on our left we passed two inlets befcre rowing up a 

: +- : t hird one an d landing. About forty warriors made a shov1 of 
opposi tionj and a few men fell on both sides be f ore they 
retired in good c rder 1 no doubt to spread t.he word t ha~ 

:+ : Saxons had a r ri v ed in force. We too~ one prisoner 9 a fiery 
yo un g man who gave great trouble before he was securely 
bound . 

That evening we camped on the beach at the mouth of a ri ve r 
of swe e t wat er which our prisoner told us was called Glei n , 
a nd Cerdic held a council with his captains, chief 0 f them 
being his son Cynric. It was decided that the next day we 
s h ould press on in to the interior with the object of taking 
a l arge fo rt . ~bout two days march away. before the garrison 

j9 + 0 ~ + ~ n ~ ~ o + ~ ~ + ~ 



: +: : +: : +: : +: : +: : +: : +: : +: 

could be reinforced . 

:+: Just up from the river mouth we passed the ruined warves and :+: 
warehouses of a small port , from which a good gravel road led 
to the north west . Later we came to call this road the Cloven 

, Way, because after one day's march it passed over a saddle be-.. 
• tween two low hills .. It was just short of this addle, on ris- • t, 
ing ground in a defensible position , that we made a watchful 
camp for the ni ght, with no fires and each man f ull y clad, his 
weapons by his side. With the dawn we were on our way , and an 

: + : hour later , with the sun just up , the inciden t happened which : 
I will never forget. The road here has an oak wood to the south, 
its edge only a few paces from the gravelled track . For some 

. . reason I looked round, and there, just clear of the trees, I .. 
• +.saw a ho r seman . He was clothed in heavy brown lea t her coat and ' +. 

breeches , with steel plates protecting arms, chest, belly and 
thighs . A Roman parade helmet was on his head , and the scabb-
ard of a heavy curved sword swung from a baldric cove red with 

:+:purple silk. The sight of this formidable adversary had an in- :+: 
stant effect on me: my ri ght hand went up to pluck one of my 
a xes from its holster, and to throw it in one practiced move­

·+· ment; but as I did so the horseman's eyes , of a strange wild :+: 
• • flecked brown, fell. on me. The glare in them cheeked my arm 

for an instant so that the axe whirred past the head of th e 
horseman who~ unharmed , turned into the wood and was go ne . That 

· +· was the first , but not the only time, that I met Artuir, the 
• • battle leader of the Weala , and our much respected enemy. • : +: 

Of course I wanted to go an d recover my precious axe , but 
this was not permitted and we marched on, less t han two hun-
dred men in the heart of hostile territory 

: +: .1 : +: 

: +: 

: +: 

: +: 

: +: 

: +: 

: +: 

: +: 

The sun was half way down the sky when the ground dipped :+: 
gently away in front of us , and there, like a roun d Weala 
brooch hinged to its pin, lay the fort on the river bank, at 
a place we now call Duntun J the to,wn of the old cas tle. Our :+: 
prisoner, with his previous questionings in mind, told us 
that the river was called Dubglas, but for some reason we 
came to call it the Avon which simply means river in his : + ; 
language . 

Keeping below the skyline we gazed at t he Dun, noting t he 
harbour between the arms of t he rampar t, the cenL r al mound 
with a circular building on it , perha}l!E a temple, and a 
pattern of huts on the flat space betwe en rampart and mou nd 

: +: : +: : + : : + : 



: +: 

Beyond the Dun we could see the fresh green of cornfields , and 
a village on a shallow hillock, wi th a bank and ditch along 

: +: 

the contour of the slope. There was the good land for us , we 
:+: thought~ but it would never be ours unless we took the pro tect-:+· 

ing Dun in the valley, Cerdic knew that as well as anyone, but 
his decisio n to attack that very night we did not expect. It was 
reasonable enou gh i though, with our supplies runnin g low ~ and 

:+:still some element of surprise in our favour, :+: 

Our bards say very little about the attack on the Dun be c&u se it 
was a failure: the Weala celebrate it as one of Ar tuir's vict-

:+:ories. Indeed , without his presence among the defenders we mi ght+ : 
easily have won. Cerdic ordered the men of his own ship, whi ch 
included me, to assault from the north east, where a WRning moon 
was up. The steep slope of the rampart was crown ed w:th avert-

·+ · ·+· • •i cal revetment and breastwork behind which we had seen from the· • 
hill a wide fighting platformc The height looked to b e su ch t ha t 
one man could climb on another's shoulders and hoist himself up 
o v er the breastwork, so we spread out in pairs to do just that . • +· • +· • • Each of us paired with the man who had rowed at the same oar a-· • 
board ship. Our lieutenant, a young warrior wel l trusted by 
Cerdi c, raised and pointed his sword; we prayed to Thor and 
scrambl ed up the steep bank. The idea was for us to draw th e 

:+: defenders, and when Cerdic heard t he noise of battle he was to : +: 
lead th e main assault from the south side~ out of the shadow 
cast by the moon~ This went well enough, but Artuir mus t have 
anticipated his plan of action, and kept back the necessary 

• +· ~ +: • ·reserves, because everywhere we found ourselves hemmed on the 
fighting platform by the Wealac It was hot work and Artuir seem­
ed to be in two places at once 1 the brass dragon on his helm et 
gleaming, his great curved sword raised to strike and strike 

:+:again. His strategy was to cut us up into small groups pinned : +: 
against the breastwork, and destroy cs piecemeal . Cerdic saw that 
this was succeeding~ so he raised his iron standard and ordered 

:+:hi s trumpeter to sound the rally. This called us to s urround our+ . 
leader, therefore we fought our way along the circumference of· • 
the fighting platform towards him. Cerdic orderPd us by ones an d 
twoj as we became disengaged, back over the b1eastwork and away 

·+· to assemble at our last camp. He, with Cynric and the rest of :+: 
• "his bodyguard, was the last to go, leaving thirty-five dead or 

dying, 

Such was the first battle on the river Dubglas, and _there wa s 
: +:nothing for it but to retreat through the badlands to our :+: 

beach ead . The l .ocal people had damaged but not destroy e d o u r 
ships j and had not found the cache of stores 1 including t h e 
valuable seed-corn" which we had buried .. We repaired the ships, • +· , • + • 

• ·restowed everything and three days later set off to t he west. • • 
After some days we found a headJ.and and there we settled for the 
winter, raiding by lan d and sea for f ood and women. Yo u may ask 
why more effort was not made to dislodge unwelcome n eighbours as 

:+:ourselves. Lat er we learned how disorganised and demoralise d :+: 
the Weala were 9 so that Artuir was like a meteor across their 
skyj once and for all, never to be forgotten. 

·+· d · +· • "Since then there has been nobody and nothing to stop us , an • • 
soon I will die content to know that my son Codda has been able 
t o settle his warban.d at a ford on the Wylye. Thinking over an 
eventful life clearer 'than anything I remember t hat meeting with 

:+:Artuir by Fritham Wood. I wonder if anyone found that axe of :+: 
mine. 
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HELENIC CRUISE~ 1976 

By Jose Chapman. 

The Golden Age of a rt and philoso phy becomes a reality 
when one is standing on th e spot, so to speak~ where it all 
happenedo Even t he Gr eek my t hs and Mystery Religious cults 
were seen in a new li ght when explained by one of our emin-
ent lecturers, the Very Rev . Anthony Bridge, Dean of Guild­
ford 0 

He sai d t ha t the Initia tion rites of the Greeks -- sometimes 
qui .te terrifying -- were similar to the shock treatment used 

* "* 

* "* 

* "* 

in modern psycho . o gy 1 a nd 1 f sue ess ful wo uld lead to I Re- * "* 
birth' . Th e mass hys t eria of s ome Revivalis t meetings can 
also have the same effec t. Perhaps t his link with the psyche 
is th e cause of man oeing drawn so strongly to this magi cal 
part of the world. Certainly we had a heal thy respect for the 
Gods and Goddesses when we reall;._i s ed that they personified -1<.· 11* 
our own inner urges and frustra tions ! 

Havin g 1 eft I t a ly~ Yugoslavia and the olive groves of Corfu 
behind, the expe ri ences which would appeal, I think, to all 
Pen.dragons, began at Delphi . The ancient Greeks believed ·* ''* 
that Delphi was the point where earth touched the divine, 
and we could well believe i t as we travelled by coach 2,000ft 
up the windin g passes of awesome Mt. Parnassus. No wonder the 
an cients believed that t hunder was the mighty voice of Zeus,* "* 
calling from the mountain peaks. 

Fr om t he village o f Delphi we walked up the Sacred Way --the 
s cent of honeysu ck1e a we~come compensation for the stiff 
climb. This Way has been used y pi 7 gri.ms since 500 BC . They* ,·,-x­
came t o consult he famous ora cle presided over by the pries t ­
ess Pythia . We saw the remains o f this, and t he imposi ng Doric 

~~mple. o ~tAp
1
ollo . -L~pt~ llo efm bo di;d {" >'-:;;:::··""··'"',;_·: __ -0 • - _ :..Noetos~· ~r·. 

e spiri ua qua.~ i. es o mora .1. ".· :/;;? __ ;..·::::,~ --_-:·· ,.·-~:z#.,..·=::-;).,;'.•·:.J,:·; ./--;'/ ', 
good, harmony an Q oeauty 9 and we , -~ • • "~·--:J;;:;'h"-"~;~\- '·/., ,{ *!' ! 
we re inte.~est ed to hear th a t \ y· - ·:.-:::·jf.:~-· --\,/,l7'_1, {( 
wherever_ h e is wo rshipped ~j ?ny osl. • ·-·ff\_;,/.' "_';,.[..-·_, . t 11 
God of wine and revelry, Wll..l i 'l-4 • •l-i1•;. ~ • n 111 

eventually make his appearance ~ (J~,r.;· ., i- [_>,;•: 'll_._! * 
d b • t t 7 • th d ti . ' • I' .,-i: I an e ins rumen .a _, in e own- i', l ,._. 1 

fa ll of man ! Possibly we could om'"" \ i -· . t 
pare the appearan ce o f the snake i n .,j'l_,:• ,,{/ 
the ?arden of Eden to tha t o f Diony-:- .·' 1.·1 ,. _1 '. ~ . ,. !IL 
sos i n Greek legend. .. •• 1, ' •~c,1 • ,, ~-u~ 

' t~ /t • ~ • •i~; t.~•·l'!~•. ,: f 
At the end of he Sacred Way we came • \i • , , ·<. __ ;___: t;!~,;, \ \ \1 
to the renowned rock-h ewn am phi thea tret,., .-• ,. ,.,:;:,,;;:;;:~ ... ,)l,,.. "' ·- • tl'' 
most wonderfully preserved ~ and stiJ.l ~.. ..__._ 'I i 

used for the performan ce of Greek plays , ',(- "* 
Ano t h er climb brought us t o t he gymnasium and stadium used 
fo r the Pythian games, which were held to commemorate Apollo's 
vic tory over Python . 

Our ship was nex t pi loted thro u gh t he narrow Corinth canal,*"* 
and bo rdered as it was by hi gh bank s which plunged us in 
deep shadow 3 it se emed, when we came out in to the Aegean sea, 
that we had entered a worl d of sparkling clarity, warmth and 

-x-" * * "* ',(- " * * "* * 11-H-



*II* * "* * "* * "* * " * * 11 -l<· 

col our . The ship sailed south to Crete where we went back 
4 000 years in time to visit the palace of Mi.nos at Knossos. . *"* ~ • . . . . * "* The professional archaeologist has criticised the reconstruct-• 

* II 

ion ( painsta'kingly done by Sir Ar thur Evans) of this extraordin­
ary place with its sinister abyrin th constr ue ted for the half-
. ~---. -~,~~""""'¾~~~i'~.fi? /, man_ hal f - bul 1 Mi no tau r monster - -

""'·'' ~ •• • • "'·· •··• .. . • , \ but for t he ordinary l~yman the * 11 * 

,.__ _,,...'!i ·.'\ f re scoes , columns, throne rooms, 
✓-~~~p-- - ---· •. amazing plumbing and labrynths, 

come alive, thanks to his efforts. 
' 

, ifter Crete we visited Rhode s 
with its bustling shops , stalls, 
and the Hos pital of the Knights 

* "* 

of S Go J ohn , built by the Crusad­
ers c A coa ch tri p across the * 11* 
island brought us to Lindos, a 
beauti ful unspoilt village o f 
one-storey whitewashed cottages, 

s ur·r ·ounde d by turq~-;;·i se sea and dominated by the Dori c temple 
*"*0 f Athena, which is reached by a steep asc ent. * "* 

* II* 

* II* 

* "* 

* " * 

Our ship sailed on to the fishing village of Bo drum on the 
Turki sh coast , and then t o the island of Kos. Here we saw t he 
partial r uins of the 4th century BC Asclepeion, sanctuary o f 
t he Go d of Healing, with medical school attached. Set in 
idyllic surro un dings, with distant vi ews o f the sea, thi s 

* II* 

made a perfect health cure centre . Hippocrates prac t iced here, 
and. all medical care was free o Was this the world's fi rst 
National Health Service, I wonder? Healing herbs grew in 
abundance aroun d the buildin_gs and grow there still, _ s cent­
ing the air delightfully. 

* "* 

The island of Patmos brought us back t o the Christian age, and 
we made our own pil grimage by walking for fif ty minutes up th~"* 
hillsi de to the cave where St. J ohn had his Re velation, and 
also to visit the Byzan ti ne monastery of the Apocalypse , built 
into the livin g rock. , amt sti ll r un by Greek Ortho dox monks . 
The eye and min d were dazzled by t h e rich mosaics~ precious 
lamps, ikons a nd illuminated manuscri pt s -- famous the world 
over yet housed , quite simply, i n thi peacefu l monastery. 

We sailed on to the small town of Kusadasi on the Turkish 
coast j and t hen were driven to Ephesus where classical and 
Christian traditions merge. Th e past came alive as a readin g 
from the New Testament was given on t he s pot wh ere .St . Paul 
was said to have addressed th e Ephesians. Th e enormous amphi­
t heatre is still intact an d excellent excavations a re in 
pro gress , carried ou t by a team of German archaeologists. 
Legend has it that t he Vi rgin Mary died at Ephesu s, having 
been brou gh t to live here by John (the ' Bel oved Disciple') 
after the death o f Jesus. 

·, , ,; :.'. &'lF.Jl'iJ d through the Da.rdanelJ t, 1:J a nc.1. had an interesting 
overland trj_p t o Tr oy -- bu c on arrival our powers of imagin-
a tiun were strain ed to the utmost! Even the keenest Pen-
dragon wo uld find di fficulty in makin g s ense of the many 

* 11-K· 

* " * 

* " * 

* "* 

citi es , buil t one on top of another, wi th little more than *"* 
a stone wall here and there . Howeve r, on e responded to t he 
spirit and wild beauty of the place. 

* II * 
* "* 



* "*· 

* "* 

* "* 

* "* 

* "* 

* "* 

... "* 

* "* 

+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ 

,. "* * "* "* 

Istanbul was a disappointment , for, i _ spite of its famous 
skyline :li.t is a dirty , bedraggled place -- the Mo sques ar e 
its main attraction , particularly the vast and ornate 'Blue *"* 
Mosque' and also the Topkapi Seraglio -- complete with Ha r em !. 
Ha.ppily back in the Lovel;y Aegean ocean , we called at the un­
spoilt island of Chios , After a hair-raisin g journey up the 
mountains we were given a most hospitable welcome at Nea Moni¾"* 
a tiny Byzantine monastery now run by nine nuns , It is a haven 
of tranquility where the past is truly present , Having no elec­
tricity, what is left of the priceless mosaics which cover 
walls and cupola of the tiny chapel sparkle by candlelight; *"* 
surely the only light to brin g life to such treasure o 

Mykonos, for all its. picturesque charm 1 is not th e isl.and to 
at tract the dedicated archaeologist for it, has no lost cities 
or temples to unearth , However, the sacred island of Delos * "* 
is another matter, reflectin~ as it does~ the Golden Age of 
Greek architecture . The Terrace @f Lion s sti ll stands j anrl 
there are the remains of many streets, houses and mosaic 

floors . Only a team of French archaologists is a llowed to * "* 

sleep on the island , and it has a strange and secretive at­
mosphere . Apollo is said to have been born and worshipped here , 
bu t as at Delphi , along came Dionyso s and his cult to dis- * ''* 
turb the peace , The scent of wild flowers and herbs an_d fresh 
sea breezes apparently drove the revellers to a state· of 
frenzy as they drank their win_e and danced madly round the 
island .. ""'. The flowers and herbs and breezes are there to this*"* 
day , but we saw no ghostly revel~ers ! 

Our cruise finished at Athens . The magnificent National Mu seum 
of Archaeology there has treasures that are overwhelming. * "* 

(Any novel readers who are interested in this article, and 
have not yet read them may like to have two suggestions 
o f f ~:red to them, On_e is Michael Ayr ton I s story, "The Maze 
Maker"-- all. about the L a bryn.th, of course -- and "Levkas 
Man" by Hammon.d Innes which is all about the Aegean islands, 
archaeology and academic skullduggery, ) 

*II******** 11-lC· * * * * ·X· * * IHC· 
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FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE ----
Has the Pen.dragon Society ever paid attention to the status 

+/+ 

of the Arthurian tradition in other districts than Somerset/ 
and Wales ? If not, there is a great deal of work to be + + 
done, or so it seems to me , on such things as the Arthur-
ian legends of Lancashire and Cheshire . A whole book could 
no doubt be w~itten on. the 'Sir Gawain ' poem alone •... 
Manchester , of course, is traditionally the place where +/+ 
the wicked giant Sir Tarqu.in was defea ted by Lancelot . 
Several of Arthur's twelve battles are identified with 
places in the Preston area, and there is an alleged lake 
after which Lancelot"of the Lake" is said to have been name~y-
, •• There is a certain amount of evidence of very old Celtic + 
myths persisting in folk- lore in the region . Manchester seems 
anciently to have been something of a border area, perhaps a 
neutral trading zone between the Brigantes of Yorkshire and 

+/ + +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 



+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 

the Cornovii of Cheshi re: By chance o r design it is si t -
uated at the confluence of three rivers, the Irk, Irwell, +/+ 
and Medlock, a nd they were the boundaries of the medieval 
township, if not of the Roman one, and its Celtic predecess-
ors .,, . . 

From Sid Birchby of Didsbury, Manchester . +/+ 

Editor : The smal l Task Force in Bristol has not t he time or 
facili ties to go fur ther afi el d than it does at present, but 
we go on hoping to hear f rom members who live in other par ts ., 

+/+ Derek Brown has sent us two articles for ' Pendragon' about +: -1 

Northumbrian le g ends, May we hope to hear fr om o thers ? 

+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ 

At Beltane, May 1st,, some members of the Pendragon Society 
and of the British Language League, went t o Minh ad in Som- +/+ 
erset, The aim was to see the hobby-horse whi.ch is a sur✓iv-
al of our pagan Celtic past. The local populace is plainly 
eLlbarassed by the whole thing . The ho rse has to be dragged 
out for the sake of tradition j but it is very un-English. 
.l!:nglish Thunor and Woden might be O.K . but Bri tish Epona , 
or Merlyn, the pony, ar e not really acc e ptable, 
Why are modern Britons so em barassed by the fact that their 
national origins are so obviously Celtic? The author o f 

• Frank' tries to turn Cerdic into somP. sort of Wagn erian 
hero. Cerdic may have been a typica _ .Jc _q.,n with blue eyes 
large moustaches etc, but this des cription fits» exac t ly, 
the classical d escription of the Celts .. .. . Mo dern archaeol­
ogy shows that the Britons survive d the En glish conquest. 
Modern Britons have not y e t adjusted. 

From Bob Craig, of We s to n, Somerset. 

+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ 

Edi tor: Bob looks like being in troubl e with the Race Re.- ·~/ 1 • 

lations Board. I doubt i f the citizens of Southall an d 
Bradfo r d are at all conscious of being descende d fro m Celts 
any more than the Cockney or t h e Geordie. Go to East Anglia 
and there isn ' t a Celt in si ght. I ndeed, the Celtic areas in+;+ 
·· ri tain are still as clearly defined as they we re c enturie s 
a go . They made r oom for the Norsemen , Danes 1 Saxons , Norman s, 
and are now trying to make room for the Asiansj Africans and 
West Indians. 

+/+ 

+/+ Yo u r aise t he question of th e con t, 'L l ,1 f Pendragon ' . I en-
j o y speculative t hought, but I think the value of th e jour-
nal would be greatly increased i f you exerted more rigid ed­
i torial control, Consider the repo r t o n the Llanellen exca- +/+ 
vation, Excavation destroyes evidence and the only r eason 

+/+ th e archaeolo g1st does it (other than rescue missions) is t o 
answer questions. Nowh e re in this report is there a statement 
as to the que s tions to be answered and the answers fo un d. Why 
this excavation? Some of the material seems more than a +/+ 

+/+little naive. Consider "Except Seven" , Any Irishman could 
write a similar paper around threeo Any anthropologist in­
te r es te d in the American Indian coul d write a similar paRer 
around four Etc. etc. In o th er words it says no thin g. Some­
wh e re you menti on the Institut e of Geoman tic Research. In 

+/+ f a irness to your r eaders I trust you will also r eport th e +/+ 
comm en ts o f the not ed editor of ANTI QUI TY in the March 1976 
issue on this . In commenting on Dexter's book you s a y, "It 
would seem ... that the idea of Fairs b eing of Chri sti an ori gi n 

+/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 



+/+ 

t/+ +/+ +/+ +/+ 

is erconeous •••• 
11 

Who in the world ever thought they were ? 
Markel days must go back to th e dawn of civilisation. Cert­
ainly they were a regular feature of American Indian life i n 
Mexico and Central America. Why waste your time tilting at a 
straw man? Leave that to an ignoramus like von Daniken, Or 
Berll tz . Michael fJl l • rd says 1 "the Gaugelins are showing, 
sci en t i fi cally, evidence for the link between man and cosmos . " 
But his article strongly indicates that they are showing no 
such link. Note that he does not di scuss two points: 1) What 
is the statistical chance that any one would show these part­
icular planets in his horoscope and 2) What adjustment has 

+/+ 

+/+ 

+/+ 
been made for the movement of the heavens in the 2000 years 
since Babylonian astrology? 

From Philip Rasch , San Pedro, Calif: 
+/+ 

t/+ 
Edi tor;; So .someone actua 1 , J r eact,, our magazine ! How splendid! 
We sometimes wonder •••• We have been guilty of discovering the / 
0bvious and dodging the .1ssues . Apolo gies : we will try to do + + 
better. At the same time we wouia like to point out that though 
the magazine is intended fo1 ill member s, and open to §J1. mem­
bers. articles and book reviews tend to be written, year after 
year, by the same hard-working people who run the dig, mount +/+ 
the exhibitions~ answer the letters~ organise the meetings etc. 
etc •• • ,.There is an obvious rememdy and we issue an appeal t1er e and now. 

We did not see what the editor of ANTIQUITY had to say about 
Geomantic Research, but we can guess, We know what members of 
ANTI QUITY have sai d fo r years about Professor Hawkins and +/+ 
Hoyle , At least Prof . Atkinson should be given full honour for 
comj ng out in to the open (actually, the pages of The Times) 

fat t that he thinks Hawkins an d Hoy e have a valid case
9 an,1 t,nere is more to Stonehenge that he previously thought . 

We al_ know the things that we r e said about Geoffrey Ash~ 
when he started to write about Arthur until~ five years l ater, 

+/+. 

t-/+ 
!?r .J f. Loomis actually wrote ll "We know that Arthur was a West 
Countryman ••• "from which momen t, apparently, Arthur became a + / + 
historical c haracter. When John Michell was researching Old 
S~raight Tracks (for the publication of 'The View Over Atlant-

+/+ 

is' ) he invited various archaeologists to help him confirm or 
refute the po ssibility of ley s o The only one who bothered to 
reply to his request wrote: "The shortest dis tance between two 
points is a straight lineo Q.E.D. " Which is rather what one +/+ 
would expect from a pe.ct little school boy. Maybe a time will 
come when Dro Glyn Dani el will think h e knows enough about 
how the ancients l ived~ and what they made, an d will gi ve his 
atten tion to the more pressing problem:wha t they thought .. , o , 
But no doubt we'll all be a lot older by then. 
Still j The Times actually printed a favourable review of Tony 
Roberts • book r ec ently, and if th e next one -- due out in 
JJovember ·ece1.ve s__ a favourable revie w, perhc. pi=· even Geomant­
ics w1ll acquire a mantle of re s pectability. 

+/+ +/+ +/+ 
-t-/+ 

NOTE -
The County LibrariQn at Mol~, North Wales, has compiled an 
A.1·Lhurian Catalc oi' more .,nan 1 ,000 titles in English 
Ft·ench. Spanish and Dutch. A copy of this catalof"110 has'teen 
sent to us by Tony and Jan Roberts. It is too heavy to sen d 
out by post but members are welcome to make what use of it they can

0 

+/+ +/+ 
+/+ 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE KABBALAR 

Part 3 (of 3 parts) +* + 

By R.A. Gilbert. 

To treat of a Christian Kabbalah is in one s.ense a parado x, 
for the Kabbalah is essentially Jewish, having been born +*+ 
within Judaism.. for the consolation of Israel in the time of 
the Greater Exile . Even so, Kabbalistic texts have within 
them selves sufficient ambiguities to·--ju-stify drawing from 
them doctrines of the Trinity, of the Fall and Redemption of 
Mankind and of the Power af the Divine Word that is God ~ +*+ 

From the time that the Kabbalah came to the knowledge of 
Chritian Europe in the Fifteenth Century, ·there have been many 
students of its doctrines; both scholars and mystics, who have 
sought to demonstrate that those doctrines ar.e not only com- +*+ patible with Christianity but gi ve it dogmatic supporL That 
the supernAl triad of the Sepher Yetzirah can be seen as the 
Christian Trinity, that the fourfold interpretation of the 
Torah expounded in the Zohar exactly pararlBls the fourfold 
exposition of scripture in Scholastic Christianity is unden- +*+ iable, but it is most unlikely that the authors of those 
texts inten.ded them to be seen in such a light. Most probably, 
some Christian ideas crept into the Kabbalah via Neoplatoni sm 
and it is even possible that specifically Trinitarian ideas 
were absorbed into the Zohar with the aim of forestalling at-* 
tempts at conversion by Christian missionaries. If the latter+ + 
was the case, it misfired sadly, for orthodox Jewish scho lars 
looked with disfavour on such elements of ~oharic doctrin e 
whil e Christian schQlars from Pico de Mirandola and Reuchlin 
at the height of the Renaissance down to Henry More and Knorr 

+*+ v.on Rosenroth at the close of the seventeenth century seized 
upon them as the very weapons with which to bring the Jews t o 
the 1ight of Christ. 

This point shoul.d not be forgotten: that Christian schol -
ars saw the Kabbalah primarily as a means towards the con- +*+ 
version of the Jews. It was this, and not philosophical spec­
ulation or mystical ardour that initially fired their enthus­
i asm, al though the utter failure of their missionary efforts 
led in time to their viewing the Kabbalah in other lights . I n 

+*+ their turn these other more esoterid a~proaches gave birth to+*+ 
the bizarre fantasies of Eliphas Levi, who caiimed to see in 

+* + 

+* + 

+*+ 

+*+ 

th e Kabbalah a Universal Doctrine containing the synthesis and 
s ummation of all re l igions and these nonsensical speculations 
of the last century have become enshrined as -Occult Truths . 

But the mephitic swamp that passes for the mind of the 
oc cul_tist is not our present concern and v{~- mus_t conside r 
instead the possible progress of the Christian scholar once 
h e had abandoned the Kabbalah as a weapon for theological 
dispu tation . He could follow the path of many of the later 

Jewish Kabbalists and indulge in hair-splitting textual an­
a lysis and in the barren gymnastics of Gematria, Notarikon 
an d Temurah, or he could seek a more fruitful path such as 
had been found by the Hasidim --the path of the mystic , 
whi ch is the only path for a true understanding of the Kabb­
alah in either a Jewish or a Christian light . 

+*+ +*+ +*+ 

+*+ 

+*+ 

+*+ 

+*+ 
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+* + 

+* ... 

Medi t a tion en the sym LJOli sm o:: the Ka bbalah, and 1.11 particular 
on t h e symbolism c,f the Sepllin,th-: .s;ystem 1.n all its r amifi­
cations~ can lead the. mystic 0n the path cf Divine Uni on , and+*+ 
such meditation u~doubtedly lies behind the writin gs o f myst­
ic s a s diverse as Jacob Boehme, Sain Martin and William Bl ak eo 
To wha t degree they we~e influenred by tne Kabbal ah has been . 
an d s til i is hotly dispu~ed 1 tu this matters far less than ~*+ 
th e fact that (;thers ctJ.d and. stlil can follow ir1 their foot ­
steps . As heirs of the Western T:ad~tion we are bet te r suit-
ed to con.terr.pla tion of tne Se ph, rci tic Tree than to t he seek-
ing of ma11 dalas from Vedanta er f.tom Tant;•i.., Buddhi srr " Ho w 
we proc e ed depends on parsotal ~ho~c and ultimatel y mat t ers+*+ 
little since .he 9nct of the Pntn :s the same -- God, an d Hi m 
only. 

It is beyond t-h€ score of this ·1 tYoct1ic•ory ess3y to go dee p-
er into Kabbalistic doctrine a.net symbohsmj but I give below T*+ 
a s hort reading list for further s~udy~ together with a dia g-
ram of the T:eee of Li.feo On trn s are p::..acedr with thei r appr­
opriate sephi.ra ~ tc:I1 of tnc symbo~ s 0 f Christ dra wn f rom th e 
hle= Tp~+~mAnt. Th ~election and 8 ~rinution of these sym bol s * 
wa£ a p 0 rs0•al exercise whJch pr~v~d to be of gceat v alue . Il+ + 
is i n -;lude,:l purely as ar. ex:::imple ,Jf whar., can be done through 
medita ting on the 1'r~P. ana shculd no't be seen as having any 
dogmatic sJ.gnifil'.'.an-::e 1r1 itselfo 

Suggested further .!:_l:adin.E~ • I' .!e da~·es given are t h o s e o f 
first publi ca tion; most are still in print eith er i n this 
c ountry or in the U.S.Ao) 

ABELSON 9 J --J ewish My s t:i cj £:'Iuo 1913, +* + 1< *+ • 
MATHERS 1 SoL . M. - The Kabba~ah Un •ei}edo 1926 lA t ransl ation & 

c:ommentary of a part ::;f the Zo har not in­
cluded in the edition belo w. ) 

SCHOLEt"1 1 G - Ma JOr trends in 0ewish Mysti~ism. 1955. 
+* + 11 11 On the Kabbalah a1ld 1 ts Symt,olism. 1965, +* + 

+* + 

* 
* 
lt 

SPERLING , Ho & SIMON . M ( trans. )-ri'he Zahar . .L933. 5 Vo lumeso 
STENRING, K. ( trans . )- The Book of Formation, o r Sepher Yetzi r-

ah. 192 :;, 
WAITE~ A . E . = The -, -I y Kahoalal:i. i929u +* + 
Fo r occult inte.rr,;~ • tions tho fo_._lo 111 ng are u se f ul: 
FORTUNE , D,-The Mystical Kabbalah. 1935 ■ 
CROWLEY , A. -· 77?nev1.se;10 19')5. ( Cori .. a1ns tablec o f Kabbali stic 

a~dother curresponden-es . The a u t hor was , in 
fac~, .S.1,,M, Mather::., but Crowley took sole 
rred.i t· himsel!o +*+ 

To avoid utter confusion the stud8rt 1s advised to avoid t he 
folJ_:)wing~ 

SUARES? C.-The Cipher cf Gen~sis. 19720 (also other wor ks by 
tM.s au-r,hor.) 

WESTCOTT , W.W. (tran~.)-The Sepher Ye zirah. 1893 0 

WE HOPE TO BE Art' LLANELEN AGAIN FOR '1tT LEAST TEN DAYS OVER 
THE AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY PERIOD ( end of August~ b eginning of 
September.) WILL VOLUNTEERS Pl .. EASE SEN:C IN THEIR NAMES AS 
SOON AS POSSI BL Ee The dig was resumE,a a+- Whit sun a nd a re­
port to cover both visits will 0e 1n 0ur November issue, 

+* + 

* 

* 
* 
* 

,• 
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Yet oddly, many years later, it seems that in Th r ace 
'rh.race ? rlaven 1 t we been here before, not so l on g ago ?) 

- -and in the countries a r ound there, a So ci ety of women be-

II + II 

gan to spread an influence out of all proportion to its size. 
The cuJ t was given the ridiculing name of Collyridianso Th eir 
prayers, it seemed, were direc:ted chiefly t owards Mary, the 11+11 

Mother 0 She had known trouble and anguish of mind. Sh e had 
been rej ected and ignored. She was not so unreachableas God, 
or even her Son, and she could be appealed to as an intermed­
i ary for ordinary human mothers when th ey were in trouble . 
"Please:i 1v1ary, help~ !." 11+ II 

The Estab1-ishment l abelled t hese women h eretics and fought 
off the culto Everyone knew what S t . Paul thought of women 
anyhow~ and wbat th eir pl.ace in society should be. Yet once 
more th e female element infiltrat ed the masculine t God the " +" 
Fa ther , God the Son) Faith ~ We have been told tha t Arthur went 
into battle carryin g a shield with the image of th e Virgin Mary 
on it . It would be interesting to know if he was delibera tely 
hoi sting an heretical flag or if the Collyridian heresy had 11+11 

already gained respectability. 

Once again ueoffrey has opened up an avenue of n ew/old ideas. 

"+" 
MEGAL ITHIC SOFTWARE 11 by L.B. Borst and B.M. Borst. 

Published by Twin. Bridge Press , 
Williamsville, New Yo rk . 

Thanks to the generosity of Professor and Mrs. Borst t hi s 
Society bas received a copy of this stupendous work which 
has already cost its authors something like £ 4,000 t hey say. 
We understand that the pric e in this country is £15 but-~ 
as it appears to have been printed privately --we are not 
sure i f it is generally available. We hope that membe r s will 
as~ for it at their variou s l ibraries and help to create a 
demand . 

II+ II 

II+ II 

Sc, ftwar,3 is defined on the back cover as covering "Languages;1
+ 11 

c •'Jde s ~ theorems, pro positions required to program con,pu ters," 
Tne book is copiously a nd beautifully illustrated . Th e pro per 
understanding of it requires a great deal of mathematical 
skill which~ alas, i.s not the gift of the little Task Force 11 +11 

1n Bristol 9 but we will gla dly l end it to any membeJ: who i s 
will:Lng to pay the postage. 

~t~ c~ok c ame to be written because tha Borsts were no t the 
usual American tourists who can "do" Canterbury Cathedral i n11+11 
a half-hour canter; they chose to talk to t heir guirte who 
pointed out an oddity of th e plan. The nave, choir ana u ·.L.,1 ty 
C'hap&l were not in a straight lin e but were at small angle to 
each other o Such a phenomenon can occu r when successive par ts 
o f a building are aligned on a celesti a l object which has "+" 
precessed between the building of one part and the next. 

I nvestigating this hypothesis led Pr o f . and Mrs. Borst to date 
t he plan of the cathedral to megalithic times . They therefor Ei1+11 
proc eeded to analyse other megalithic monuments and discovered 
many cases of the use of the unit- side right-angle tri angles 
a nd other geometric patterns. They then returned to cathedrals 

"+ Ii "+" II + II II+ II II+ II 
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and found that many of these conformed to patterns although 
thei r findings were inconclusive with regard to the megalith­
ic origin of these patte r ns ~ 
"Since there is such simila ri t y in the patterns of these 
Norman churches ~ and certain other periapsidal churche s a s 

II r II 

well , we cannot exclude a medieval ori gi n . We have foun d no 
Engl ish megalithic monuments which conform to this fundament-
al pattern of two · superimposed i sosceles triangles with a '1+ 11 

common apexo11 

Their investigations then led them to read patterns wh ere 
t hev found many examples of i sos cel es and Pythagorean trjan-

11 +11 gl.eL t.,,,1 ::ecl on measurements approximating to the megali thi c "+ " 
yardo-

It is sad that a book abou t religious monumen t s should have 
to conc l ude: "Lit_tle can be said about megalithic religion o 

"+" Our geometric studies are unlikely. t o i.lluminate the re la t - 11 + 11 

i on of man to go ds o " 

On the cover of this book is a promi se: "Par t 11 will fol lo w 
what seems to be a uniform mathematical culture throughou t 

u-1-- 11 Euro pe t o the Holy Land and to Asia" 11 We wish ProL Borst 11 ,.. 11 

and Mrs, Borst good luck on t heir travels . 
Colin Wallso 

II+ II 

?JOF?'rH COUNTRY FOLKLORE by Je ssi ca Lo ft.house. 

Anybody who has travelled on the Al or M6 knows that th e 
North , like the Sou th 9 is a big pl a ce. Jessica Lofthouse's 

11 + 11 book is mainly concerned with the North-West (Lancashire & 11 + 11 

"+" 

Cumbria) and the places she describes are largely unknown to 
me . rtoweveri the material that she cove rs has that combin-
ation oi' t he strange and the familia r t hat make legends an d 
folklore of whatever region so constantly fascinating. Her 
survey i s fairly exhaustives and includes chapters on Bo g-
gar ts j Witchcraft 9 Ghosts , Giants and Buried Tr easure , Nature 
Spirits and Standing Stones . She clearly knows Lan cashire & 
t he Pennine Dales so well that one feels that there can be 

" + 11 no haunted house , no devil's bridge~ no domestic bo gey or 11 -i~ 11 

haunt of the fairi es t hat does not appear on these pages . 

II + I I 

II t II 

II+ 11 

She also has a chapter called 'Legends in their Own Times' 
which includes a section on the places associated with Arthur . 
The Round Table at Penrith and Pendr a gon Castle are here, &- 11 +" 
Ar t hur's adventures near Carlisle are mentioned; she briefly 
discusses the claims of Lan cashire to t he site of one of th e 
hi storical Arthur's battles -but t his is not really he r 
strength an d the book is much more interesting when she i s 

11 11 

simply recounting the legends an d stories she has collected + 
without trying to 'interpre t' them or l ink them to historical 
events. 1his chapt er contains one of he r infrequ ent ref er-
ences to the North Eas t in which she relates t h e 'Sl eepin g 
Knigh t s ' legends from Se wi ngshi elds Crags and from Ri chm ond , 
but ot her Arthuri.an sites from Northumberland j Durham an d 11

1-
11 

Yorkshire are not mentioned ~ clearly because of her lack of 
knowledge of the area . I persona l ly fo und the book bet ter 
read in small doses and accompanie d by a large-scale map~ 

but anyone who knows th e Nor th West well cannot fail to be 11
-t 1

1 

to tally fascinated. The book also contains numerous atmos-
II + II II+ II II+ II II + II 11 + 11 II+ II II+ II 
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II+ II 

" +" 

"+" "+" "+" 

-pheric drawings by the author~ 
I fou nd mys el f on more famili Rr 0-r011 nrl with "LEGENDARY 
CASTLES OF THE BORDER by Marc Alexander,. 'L'his contains leg-

11
+11 

ends f r om 2 4 castles on both sides of the border, and some su­
perb photo graphs. Sewingshields and the Sleeping Knights are 
here a gain

1 
a lso Dunstanburgh 9 and it is interesting that t he 

author has s e en. that the two l egends are linked - with their II+ II 

th eme o f u nde rground caverns~ enchanted sleep, swords and 
horns - even though the Dunstanburgh story does not mention 

Arthu r by n.am.e. 
North Co untry Folklore- Jessica Lofthouse (Robert Hale) 

L e gen dary 

~ 

£3, 75° 
Castles of the Border -Marc Alexander (The Pacific 
Press, Crooks Cottage, Gilsland, Cumbria.) 50 P. 

Derek Brown. 

"+" "+" "+" "+" 

II+ II 

"+ 11 

fulfilled ,.-~ OTHER SHI PTON- .ti er life &· True Propheciesll those 
and those yet to be. 

" +" es t Country Editions, 94 Walcot Street, Bath. Price 60 P. 
II+ II 

" +" 

Moth er Shipton. l i il.ed from. 1488 to 1-561 and during the course _ 
of her life utte red many prophecies in rhyming couplets. 
These were fi rst published in l.641 and others wer;,e added as 

8 
o'-'f'.' " + " 

l ate as 1 62 such as the famous "Carriages wi tn l norses shall 
go 

And accidents fill the world 
with woe 

"+" which seeme d to proph esy the motor car. This book i s basi-
11

+" 
c a lly a r e- publ ication of the legend as it stood in 1916i 
to ge t her wi th a useful introduction by John Michell • 

THE WITCHES 1 ALMANAC 

Co.lin Walls. 

Publishers Grosset & Dunlap. 
New York~ $1. 50. 

This carri es an astrolo gical calendar, detailed predictions "+" 
fo,r th e year beginning March 21st, 1976, some book revi1:-ws 
and a numb e r of good articles on subjects as diverse as The 

11 11
Horse in myth and Folklore~ Pto emy~ Dragons and Lyonesse . It 

+ is goo d to see that these are w:d tten. by our British frien.ds "+" 
To my Roberts , Paul. Screeton, Joy Farren. an_d others. It cam.e to 

" +" 

us from Zodi a c House, 7 Hugon Road» Fulham:i London. if any of 
our r eaders wish to obtain copies of their own.. 

The calendar gives the phases of the moon and short pieces "+" 
of a d,vi ce. " Tr u st the wind"11- "Wear violet garments". The pre­
di ctions go i nto considerable detail. For fire signs your 
cu r ren t advic e is " Frazzled nerves are bad for your heal th -

"+"let of f s t e am" -- "Shriek before you freak". If that sort of 
a dvi ce do esn ' t frecik you out you will find this advice both 

11
+

11 

useful and entertaining. 

11 + " 

"+ " "+" 

"+ II 

"+""+""+" 

"+" 11+1111+ II 11+ II 

"+ 11 

Colin Walls. 

"+" "+" 



"+" 

II + 11 

II+ 11 

"+" 

"+" II+ II 

PROVOCATIVE NONSENSE by Donald Cyr
0
(Inquiries to: Annular 

Publications , 1421 State Street, Suite 35~ Sant~ Barbara, 
Ca. 93101 1 U o S..:. A" ) 

II+ II 

"+" 

Donald Cyr is the Edi tor o f "Stonehenge Viewpoin t" which arrives 
regularly and is a l ways welcome in Hristol o His lates t publicat-

" + II ion is a l on g article entitled '' Provo ca ti ve Nonsense" :i the po i nt 
of which seems a trifle obscure until a little detective work is 
carried out ~ It appears that Dr 0 Krupp. Ph 0 D0 Ac ting Director of 
Griffith Observatory~ gave a course of lectures earlier this yea r,, 

11 

the last of which was on 110bserva tions of the gods and other phan- + 

tasi es" amon gs t which he included Veliko vsky ~ the lilaston bury 
Zodiac j ley lines and assorted ancient astror.auts . Cyr, in a frie-
ndly dispute~ chides Dr" Krupp for not having a more open mind and

11 11 
a t the same time praises him for having admitted them for dis- + 
cussion. Cyr introdu ces his own belief in the Vailian theory of 
an. ice canopy which on ce existed above the ee.rth . Space here does 
not ~llow of further review here but it should be fascinating "+" 
reading for any o f our members who are interested in the subj ec ts 
mentioned. A copy can be borrowed from Bristol. 

LWoJo Snook. 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** •• ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

PRESCELL y; VISIT ** 

At the close of this year's Whitsun dig on Gower~ a smal ~ party 
set off to the Prescelly Mountains on the far western part of s.•~ 
Wales. The purpose of the vi sit was manifold~ and one of oui 
main objective was to investigate R find of unusual egg-shaped ** 
stones with crystaline intPriors wh ich had been fou nd by farm-
ers on. the top of Mt a Hermon near Llanfyrnach. Also we were in-
terested in. magali thich ac tivity in this area~ j_t is dotted ** 
with Standing Stones , Cairns , Tumuli etc, some bearing evocative 
n.ames such as 1 The Grave of Arthur• (Bedd Arthur) and The Grave** 
of the B~asti e" ( Bedd Afan c) o The Prescellys are :1 o f course ll .the 
reputed source of the famous St onehen ge Bluestones. 
As space 

0

in.' this. issue is limited~ a· more detail ed report will ** 
appear in cur next issue :; includi'rg the findings of the British 
Museum who 'were o,ffered a sa:!lpl e of the Mt. Hermon "dragon 's 
eggs" ., We are stiJJl awaiting this as we go to press.,_ 

Michael Pollardo 
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 

ENGLISH MONUMENTAL BRASSES & BRASS-RUBBING 
A TWO WEEK COURSE 

ON THE HISTORY OF MONUMENTAL CHURCH BRASSES-AND THE ART OF 
BRASSRUBBING. 

Will be held from July 19th--30 th, 19760 
Queen Elizabeth Coll ege, Campden Hill Toad:; London, W8 ?AH. 

Course Leaders: Mrs. Chauncey Catto , Mr . Leslie Newman, and 
Dr. Fre~ Armita ge. A fee of £3.00 per session is inclusive 
of the use of fa csim1_lie s and material for rubbing . 

This information has only just reached us. As time is short 
anyone interested should j we suggest~ resort to the telephone. 

*** *** 

Illustrations in this issue by Christine Bristow and 
Christopher Lovegrove. Cover by Catherine Pollardo 
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